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Dwelling units commenced

MAIN FEATURES

* In seasonally adjusted terms, the number of dwelling
I units commenced in December quarter 1990 (7,120) 
decreased by 13 per cent from the September quurter 
1990 figure and decreased by 20 per cent when 
compared with the December quarter 1989 total. 
Private sector house commencements in December

.J quarter 1990, in seasonally adjusted terms, were 
5300, a decrease of 3 per cent from the September 
quarter 1990 figure and 4 per cent lower than that 
recorded in December quarter 1989.

* xii original terms, the number of dwelling units 
commenced in December quarter 1990 was 7320. 
This figure was 6 per cent below the number 
commenced in September quart-r 1990 and 20 per 
cent below the December quarter 1989 figure.

Dwelling units completed

• The number of dwelling units completed in December 
quarter 1990, in seascnally adjusted terms, was 8,580, 
an increase of 7 per cent over the September quarter 
1990 figure but 15 per cent below that recorded for
December quarter 1989. Private sector house
completions in December quarter 1990 totalled 5,590, 

an increase of 1 per cent over the September quarter 
1990 figure but a decrease of 14 per cent from the 
December quarter 1989 figure.

• In original terms, the number of dwelling units 
completed during December quarter 1990 was 9470. 
This figure was 11 per cent above the number 
completed during September quarter 1990 but 15 per 
cent below the December quarter 1989 figure.

Nun-residential building activity

• A comparison of statistics for non-residential building 
activity during December quarter 1990 with those for 
September quarter 1990, shows that the value uf 
work commenced increased by xO per cent, the value 
of work completed increased by 3 per cent but the 
value of work under construction at the end of the 
period decreased by 10 per cent.

Value of building work done

• The value of building work done in December quarter 
1990, seasonally adjusted at constant prices, 
decreased by 10 per cent from that for September 
quarter 1990. 1^

The movements in the original and seasonally adjusted estimates of the value of building work done between September 
quarter 1990 and December quarter 1990 and between December quarter 1989 and December quarter 1990 are shown in the
following table. KfSSiPW

MOVEMENT IN VALUE OE BUILDING WORK DONE, QUEENSLAND 
(p«r cent)

September qtr 1990 lo December gir 1990 Decembtr qir 1989 to Decetnber qtr 1990 I

4

Paritculars Original
Seasonally 

adjusted

Seasonally 
adjusted 

at average 
1984-S5 

prices Original
Seasonally 

adjusieJ

Seasonally 
adjusted 

al average

prices

New resideniitl budding -4.5 -7.2 •13.7 -13.7 -18.0

Non-residenlial building -16.0 -17.4 17,3 -36.2 -36.1 •37.4

Total building -8.5 -9.4 -10.2 -23.0 ■23.0 26.4

NOTES BBVVa
This publication contains detailed results for December quarter 1990 from the quarterly building activity survey. Users 
should note that the data released for December quaner 1990 in this publication are subject lo revision.

Explanatory Notes are located at the back of this publication.

313 Adelaide Street
BRISBANE Q 4000
12 April 1991
© Commonwealth of A'jstralia 1991

J- K. Cornish
Wi^EPUTY COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN
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TABLE 1 — SVMMAKY OF BUILDING ACTIVITY, QUEENSLAND

P«ru>d

Nutnbrrof 
dwelling 
units (a i

Other .•■tsideniial 
buildings Tuial

Vo/m/ (Sfni

Nan-retuitnlHil building

Value 
(Sen I

Numiiei tij 
dwelling Value

(ftnl

Numbtr uj 
dwtiling 
urilf (a}

Valur 
(ftn)

Alterations

residential 
buildings

Hotels 
etc. SIvps Factories Offices premises g>out Mealib

CQMMhNdiD

Enur-

btiscel- 
laneuus TcmoI

Total 
buiUing

iy«7-88 
1988-89 
1989-90

23,280
30.370
23.760

1.4.56.5
2.203.5
1.950.0

8,813
13.624
9,673

523 4
1,093.5

717.9

32,090
4 3.‘WO
33.430

1,979.9
3.297.0
2,667.9

87.1
126.1
150.2

462.8
579.6
196.1

432.7
558.9
526.2

173.6
170.2
209.2

422.5
308.0
569.3

254.6
283.6
226.5

201.7
202.0
159.8

16 3 
13.7 
14.0

46 I 
146.6 
130.9

58 5
100.8
55.0

213.1
86.1

124.9

2,281.7
2,449.5
2,212.0

4.348-8
5,872.6
5.030.1

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

6.280
6,750

504.6
544.5

2.709
2989

196.2
242.6

8.990
9.740

700.8
787.1

38.5
42.2

31.8
116.0

95.3
251.6

51.2
57.9

122.2
115.5

91.6
48.3

70.0 5.3
2.9

70.5
190

16.2
12.1

22.5
71.6

576.6
729 I

1.315.9
1,5584

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr r (b) 
Dec. qtr

4.910
5.820
5.860
5.990

405.3
495.5
504.8
511.5

1.846
2.129
2.495
1.838

131.7
147.4
216.0
117.6

6.7.50
7.950
8.350
7.820

537.0
643.0
720.8
629.1

34,1
35.4
47.1
47.0

32.6
15.7
15.0
82.2

126.5
52.8
85.1
36.1

65.5
34.7
30.5

103.7

196.6
135.0
60.1

101.9

41.3
45.3
79.7
35.0

134
42.3
47.1
41.5

3.3
2.5
1.9
2.1

23.4
17.9
14.6
16.9

16.6
10.1
174
8.2

14.2
16.7
20.8
18.4

533.4
372.9 
372-0
445.8

1.104.5
1,0513
1,139.9
1,121.9

UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT END OF reWOD

1987-88
1988-89
192S-9?

7.940
10.020
6.570

579.7
828.4
623.8

5.528
8,627
5.840

390.9
843.4
660.4

13.470
18,650
12,410

970.5
1.671.7
1,284.3

35-3
38.9
38.7

451.9
635.5
336.0

323.3
478.0
516.5

133.4
74.6
87.0

446.4
366.3
407.6

116.3
155.9
123.3

102.0
166.8
60-3

14.8
12.5
43)

58.5
1333
96.7

26J
734
28.0

153.0
147.6
99.8

1.826.2
2.244.1
1,759.3

2,B32jO
3,954.8
3.0823

}989 Sept, qtr ' >-f'
Dec. qo

1990 Mar. qtr
■" June qtr

8.620
7,890

776.7
712.5

7.655
7.157

814.8
800.2

16.270
15.040

1.591.4
1.512.7

43.7
37.9

494.3
436.1

465.5
511.8

81.6
87.1

386.0
268.5

190.3
148.7

179.9
168.7

15.8
17.8

195.5
192.4

75.9
58,7

149.4
1211

2.234.3
2,011.9

3.8694
3.562.5

I Sept, qtr r i

6.180
6,570
6.430
6.120

568.9
623.8
628.7
589.1

6,208
5.840
5.832
4.697

724.9
660.4
686.1
515 2

12.390
12.410
12.260
10.810

1,293.8
1.284.3
1.314.9
1.104.3

40.1
38.7
44.8
41.8

Sbl-i 
336.0 
195.8 
232 9

582.8
516.5
504,6
350,5

95.9
87.0
61.9

129.1

340.9
407.6
413.8
380.9

131.9
123.3
122.9
80.7

87.4
60.3
25.8
95.1

16.5
4.0
3.4
2.5

129.3
96.7

101.8
75.7

27.5
280
21.6
154

106.7
99.8
92.6
82.7

1.886.1
1,759.3
1.604.3
1,445.5

3.220.1
3.082J
2.963.9
2.591.6

COMPlJiTED

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

■ "4:., 
1989 Sept, qtr 

Dec. qd

19410
28,200
27.050

1.157.8
1.975.6
2,149,7

5,634
10.327
12,377

286-0
633.8
942.3

25.040
38.530
39.430

1.443.8
2.609.4
3,092.0

81.4
125.9
153.0

336.3
311.2
512.7

494.0
367.8
4375

94.5
224.8
202.1

359.4
402.3
529.0

213.7

257.4

1255
156.9

9.0
14.2
23J

61.4
69.6

167.2

61.5
58.1

100.5

63.1
97.9

176.4

1.818.5
1.9473
2,662.6

3.343.7
4.6825
5.907.6

7,600
7,420

554.6
606.3

3,664
3,475

248.4 
?88.9

11,260
10,890

fto.1.0
895.2 49.0

188.8
175.5

115.4
209.6

44.6
554

102.9
231.6

57.3
85.4

57.8
46.7

2.1
2.0 19.6

13.5
29.5

21.1
99.8

615.5
955.1

1,452.7
1.899.4

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr r (b) 
Dec. qtr

6.610
5.430
5.990
6,290

546.2
442.5
504.3
555.6

2.748
2,490
2.373
2971

208.0
197.0
172.5
288.4

9,360
7.920
8.360
9,270

754.2
6.19.5
676.8
844.1

32.9
36.x
41.1
50.1

103 4 
45.1

157.7
55.9

55 9
56.6

119.1
198.6

57.9
44 1
56.7
38.8

125.7
68.8
46.9
73.1

60.5
54.2
80.7
76.7

950
57.1
22.7
33.0

14.6
2.6
3.0

87.0
49 ■
9.5

42.1

47.9
9.6

19.0
9.5

31.0
24.5
28.0
28.fi

6684
423 7
543.1
559.'

1.4.55,4 
l.lOO.l
1.260.9
1.453.6

(a) These figures are rounded to the nearest 10 units. (b) New cut-offs for non-resuiential building para^eph 2 of the Ftplonatory Notss.

a



Ptriod

l9«7-8g 
1988-89
1989-90

’.989 Sept qii
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr r (b)

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

1989 Sept qtr

1990 Mar qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr r (b) 
Dec. qtr

Hottses

Nuntbtrof 
dwelling

table I — summary of building activity, QUfefeNSLANb —^wantietf

Ntw rtaiiittuittt building V'aZw ($m)

VuZm

1,294.7
2,092.5
2,031.9

548.9
559.7

488.2
435.1
550.5
531.6

297.7
430.2
344.7

384.6
367.7

282.2
344.7
303.3
287.8

Othtr rttidtniial 
baildingt

Nnmbtrof 
dwtihng Vahtt

379.5
846.6
908.4

277.0
259.7

219.5
152.2
189.8
175.4

229.0
479.9
334.0

439.6

353.6
334.0
345 5
287.7

Total

NtaniMr 
dwtiling YuZur

(fm)

Non-rtsidtmiat bm/ding

X/rerarionr

oddiritMj to 
rtsidential 

bnitdingi
Hoteii

Shopt Faitoriti

Ofbtr 
bitiiiujt

Officti premiiti
Ednca- /(til- 

gioiu Healib

AI I tp r>F WORK DONE DURING PERIOD

1,674.2
2,939.1
2.940.3

825.9
819.4

707.8
587.3
740.3
707.0

526.6
9100
678.6

808.9
807.3

635.8
678.6
648.9
575.5

(b) New cui-«£Fs for non-residenlial building — see puragraph 2 of the Explanatory Notes.

tatnment

idttctl- 
latuttM

ZpuZ
bmtdiKg

91.9
123.5
153.1

405.7
400.2
395.9

577.9
403.2
476.1

143.9
1854
212.5

431.5
410.2
377.9

246.0
254.8
265.0

157.9
194X1
182.8

13.3
15J
18.6

62.9
103.3
143.1

60.6
71.1
82.2

94.1
126.7
135.6

i 193.7 
XI64.1 
2J87.6

3.959.9
5,226.7
5.3810

36.1
47.2

32.3
37.4
45.2
50.3

128.0
145.9

133.0
125.6

50.5
56.9

113.3
111.2 82.0

51.5
59.6

5J
4.0

37.9
44.8

32.4
22.9

41.1
35.5

667.7
688.5

U29.7
1^551

71.8
503
95.5
48.6

113.6
103.9
125.7
83.8

552

41.5
55.2

88.7
64.7
69.6
75.4

()2.3
45.6
73.2
54.9

44.6
27.1
38.1
52.5

54
3.7
2 3
2.3

28A
320
23.8
290

132 
13.7 
20-5

9.0

35.1
21.8
33.1
28.9

518.7
412.6
523.3
439.6

1,258.8 
1.037J
1,308.8 
1,196.9

value of work yet to be done

13.8
19.9
19.7

22.8
189

21.7
19.7
21.7
18.4

228.0
327.0
144.2

122.9
247.9
257.9

55-3
36.9
38.9

231.7
145.0
337.4

57.3
88.7
50.5

44.4
68.0
35,3

8.6
5.6
2.1

23.1
64J
53.7

10.5 
44A
17.3

99.9
65.6
60.7

881.7
1,093.7

998.1

1,422,1
2,0236
1.696.4

246.6
2179

2175
347.9

38.1
42.1

1542
157.2

105.9
69.7

87.4
63.3

6.1
6.1

99.9
73.6

28.0
17.3

^1.5
84.4

1.031."
1,079.5

1.863.0
1.905.7

144.2
66.2

110.6

361.2
257.9
240.3
201.0

53.5
38.9

80.2

266 6
337.4
322.4
291.8

50.6
50.5
58.3
38.9

32.5
35.3
45 ..5
35.2

3.5
2.1

1.6

69.1
53.7
44.6 
31-5

20.9
17.3
12.9
72

64.9
60.7
48,7
38.7

1,103.5
998.1
869.6
836.8

1.7610
1.6964
1,5402
1.430.7

exitting buildings (including conversions to dwelling uniu) arc excluded from this ublc There were 62 such dwelling uniu commenced
NOTH' THe KumbcT of self-conUiintd dwelling units coiruncnced u p«rt of the wonscruciion of non-rvsidcnUBl building and alterukxu and additions to

in the December quaner 1990



1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

1989 Sept, qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qcr 
Sept. qtt r (b)

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

1989 Sept, qtr

1990 Mar . qu 
Jurre qtr 
Sept, qtr r (b)

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

1989 Sept, qtr

1990 Mar . qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr r (b)

Numiuruf
<twtUir>g 
uniu (a)

22.540
29.320
22.430

6.000
6,100

4.670
5,660
5.730
5,840

7,630
9,540
6.270

8.210
7,130

5.730
6.270
6,210
5.910

18.880
27.310
25,540

7.240
7.110

6.070
5.120
5.770
6.140

TABLE 2 — SUMMARY OF PRIVATE SECTOK BUILMNG ACnVITV, QUEENSLAND

Nfw rtsuietuiai buitdim
D

1.428.4
2.150.5
1.872.0

487.4
507.5

391.8
485.-3
497.3
502.3

?37.3
803.5
605.7

752.1
668.7

542.7
605.7
615.4
576.2

1,138.4
1,935.3
2,064 8

537.1
588 4

515.0
424.2
491.9
5460

OtAsr raiideniial 
building!

Non-rtJuitHnai building

Number of 
dwelling

Numbtr 
iiwtlling VaZue

Alieraiiuns

addiliunj tu 
resuieniial

huilthngi
Huub

ShupJ i-ariurttt

COMMENCED

Enutr-

Odur 
butinett 

Offiiet prewuui

roiamcFtr

Edutu- Re/i-
Htaith

HtMl- 
Uimotu Tmat butiding

7,605
12,037
7.892

483.9
1.036.2

642.4

30.140
41.350
30.320

1,912.3
3,186.7
2.514.4

86.1
125.2
149.9

462.3
540.7
195.9

430.5
493.6
522.9

172.5
163,5
188.0

378.1
266.4
525.8

177 1
2027
174.1

61.6
94.9
46.0

16.3
13.7
14.0

30.9
102.8
89.9

46.0
92.5 
502

36.0
32.0
48.4

1.811 3
2.002.8
1.855.1

3.809.8
5,3148
4.519.5

2,351
2,181

1.457
1.903
2,016
1,319

4.763
7,418
4.896

6.718
5.847

5.052
4.896
4.829
3.663

4,90M
9,204

10,333

3.036
3.040

2.205
2,052
1.953
2.483

181.9
207.4

115.0
138.2
196.3
95.4

365..’
798.7
616.7

777.9
744.2

673.3
616.7
645.7
472.7

263-6
594.6 
X64 4

225.9
272.0

186.5
179.9
149.2
268.3

8.350
8.290

6.120
7.560
7.750
7.160

12,390
16.960
11,160

14,930
12,980

10,780
11.160
11,040
9,580

23.780
36,510
35.8X0

10.280
10.150

8.270
7.170
7,720
8.630

669.3
714.8

506.8
623.5
693.6
597.7

38.-5
42.2

33.9
35.4
47.1
47.0

31.8
115.8

95.3
249.6

51.2
48.3

114.5
104,2

55.7
41.8

19.2
11.0

5.3
2.9

335
16.2

144
10.9

10.9
13.8

431.6
614.5

1.1394
1.371.6

32.6

15.0
82.0

125.4
52.6
84.4
36.0

55.6
32.8
30.3
99.5

186.0
121.2
38.0
64 7

368
39.8
51.5
30.5

4.K

14.9

3.3
25
1.9
2.1

22.5
17.7
14.6
14.6

156
9.3

16.9
5.0

8.3
15.4
9.5

14.3

49].Q
317.9
276.9
364.0

1.031.7
976JI

1.017.7
1.008.7

UNDER CC>NSTRUCnON AT END OF PERIOD

932.6
1.602.2
1.222-4

1,530.0
1.413.0

1.216.0
1,222.4
1.261.2
1,049.0

’.402 0 
2.530.0 
2.929 2

76.3.0
860.5

701.6
604.2
641.1
814.4

35.3
38.2
38.5

43.0
37.4

399
38.5

41.8

451J
595.5
336.0

454.3
436.0

367.3
3.36.0
195.8
232.9

322.1
4141
453.6

401.6
449.0

519.3
4536
441,2
268.8

('OMPt.ETED

804
125.7
152.-3

335 5
310.0
475.6

492..’
365.6
433.2

34.2
48.8

32 4
36.8
41.1
49.8

188 8
138.5

103.3
45.1

157.7
55.8

115.3
206.6

55.5
55.8

119.0
197.7

111.3
68.9
67.8

342.5
334..3
386.9

72.5
74.9
53.4

49.7
87.8
14.9

14.8
12.5
4.0

24.9
93.0
65.7

21.7
69.9
264

7.0
18.9
23.0

1.418.1
1.770,1
1,431.8

2385.9
3,410J

76.3
71J

r?9
67.8

115.3

93.3
203.9 
192-9

44.2
55.0

50 1 
43.6 
47.1
38 J

(a) Tbcae hgurcs arc rounded to the nearest lU units, (b) New cui>ofts tor non-residcntiai building xt para{p-aph 2 of the Explanatory Notes.

353.3
241.5

322.7
386.9
381.1 
323J

308.1
288.1
472.8

95 6
214.1

105.8
57.3
36 ..5
60.5

83.2
50.1

53.4
69.3 
^.8

165.1
198.1
190.5

47.3
70.0

44.8
28.5
35.2
57.8

69.3
64.6

14.9
24.9
23.4

26.3
68.1

109.1

37.7
16.1

42.6
12 7

17.1

15.8
17.8

16J
4.0

15

9.0
14.2
23.5

2.7
2.0

14.6
2.6
3 0

1X.4
126.0

73.9
57.4

20.9
25.7

1.669.2
1,539J

3J42-3
2,989.7

68.4
65 7
72.4
44.0

26.7
26.4
20.9

186
23.0
26.2
29.8

1,486.8
1,431.8
1.287.3
1.093.2

2,742.7 
2.602.7 
X593O
2,1840

39.3
32.4

114.0
48J
93.7

48.0
20.5
46.9

1.561.4
1.549.6
X152.2

’.043 8
4;JD5J2
5:253>J

62
7.9

!0.3 8.8
9.3

5Sl.(i
147.0

1,354.1
1.656J

80.7
19.2
8.0

42.1

46J
9.6

17.6
8,7

16.8
12.0
58

10.7

549.9
298.3
434.8
491.9

1J2843>
939J 

1,1174) 
1.356.1



TABLE 2 — SUMMARY OF PRIVATE SECTOR BUILDING ACTIVITY, QUEENSLAND

N umber 0f 
dwelling

Ntw rtjidtiuial bttiiding

Yalttt

VoZm (Sulf

Othtr widtintial 
buildingt TmuI

Nott-rtfidtiuiai hudding

Numbtrof 
dwelling Valitt

NuffdMrof 
dwtihug Vd/ur

Alteraiufnt

addiiiunj to 
retideniial 

buildingt
Hoitlt

Shopt Faciortti Offictt
bitiiHttit

Htaitii

VALUE OF WORK DONE DURING PERIOD

1987 88
19X8-89
1989-90

1989 Sept, qtr

1990 Msr qtr

Sept. qtr r (b)

i9r7-88
1988-89
1989-90

1989 Sept, qlr

1990 Mar . qtr 
June qCr 
Sep*, qtr r (b)

1.272.9
2,043.7
1.950.3

346.2
799.6
829.6

1,619.0
2.843.3
X779.9

90.9
123.2
152.3

404.8
385 5
372.7

576.1
388.2
448.3

139.9
180.9
196.1

338.6
351 9 
329J

.95.1
189.0
181.9

52.9
99.4
51.1

13J
152
18.6

42
73.5
95.8

332.5
533.1

462.5
420.1
541.4
522.2

290.8
419.3
337.2

i72.9
343.4

270.1
337 2 
297.5
28X2

261.6
238.5 w

794.1
7736

35.9
47.0

125.5
1252

127.7
118.3

48.0 
52J

iOl.i
102.1

55A 
:4.3

18.5
15.8

5J
4.0

25.3
28.1

£jurp- 
lainment 

and

46.1
62.9
76.7

30X> 
21.5

iduett- 
la^otu

397
23.7
47.3

9.3
152

Taiai

1.849.3
1.770.1
1.818.4

546J 
536.7

TiMoi 
btteJdutg

3.5592
5.736.6
4,7505

1.J764
1J374

196.2 199
133.3 ■
\i2.2 ; f 
154.3

658.7
553.4
713.6
676.5

32.2
37.2
45.1
50.3

50.3
95.5
48.4

109.5
92.9

113.3
73.9

53J 
42.3 
37.0
51.1

54.2
60.3
55.1

38.0
34.0
46.7
40.3

11.7

12.5
18.0

54

2.3
22

18X1
24.5
18.7
19.8

1X3 
13X>
19.6
72

13.7
9.2

11.7
1X4

406.2
329.1
417.8
328.5

1.097 1
919.6

l,176J
1.O55J

value of work yet to be done

218.6
458.3
314.1

403.3
403.8

324.0
314.1
323.3
264.4

(b) New cut-offs for non-re*tdBPtiel building — sec peragnph 2 of the ExpUnaiory Noles.

509.4 
877J
651.3

776.1
747.2

594 2
651.3
620.8
546.6

13.8
19.3
19.7

22.5
18.7

21-4 
19.7
21.7
18.4

2280
300.9
144.2

122.1
1972
231.7

51.8
33.5
29.1

202.8 
1322 
i7J.9

24.8
38.0
27.2

17.9
25.6
10.6

86
56 
XI

102
372
30.1

223.0
217.9

180.7
1442
66.2

110.6

172.1
307.8

3242
231.7
225.9
177.2

37.1
34.7

38.0
29.1
23.9
74.7

145.6
145.9

260.6
327,9
299.7
252.1

38.0
22.6

21.5 
27.2 
3X1

26.3
21.9

152
10.6
13.3
10.9

6.1
6.1

3.5 
XI
1.7
1.6

43.6
32.9

381)
30.1
26j0
20.0

1J022 
1.722J 
1.5062

1J26J 
1.5062 
1.357.1 
1255X)

1.533J
1.5852

679.0 
«25.5 
835.2

9.1 
43D 
165

734.9
819.2

910.7
835.2
714.6



TABLE 3 — STJMMAKY OF FWUf MtCTOit BUIUHWC ACTlVlTy. QUEBNSLANP

Period

Number of 
dwelling

Nfw tvsideiuial building

Other rejuitnfial 
beildingt Toial

fJ««)

Ntmberof 
dwelling V'afM/ 

(imt

Nttmbter 
dwelling

1987-88
1988-89 
[989-90

741
1.055
1.335

28.1
53.0
78.0

1.208
1,587
1.781

39.5
57.3
75.5

1.949 
X642 
3.116

1989 Sept, qtr 285
649

17.2 
37-0

358
808

14.4
35.2

643
1.457

1990 Mar.
June q6 
Sept, qa r (a) 
Dec. qu

241
160
126
144

13.6
10.2

9.2

389
226
479
519

16.7
9.3

19.6
22.2

630 
3K6 
605
663

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

314
479
306

12.4
24.9
18.2

765
1.209

944

25.6
44.6
43.8

1,079 
1.688
1.250

1989 Sept, qtr 410
756

24.6
43.8

937
1,310

36.9
56.0

1,347
2.066

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qO 
Sept, qir r la) 
Dec. qtr

456
306
213
205

26.2
18.2

!2.8

1.156
944

1.003
1,0.34

51.5
43.8
40 4

1.612
1.250
1.216
1.239

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

530
890

1.508

19.4
40.3
84.9

725

1044

22 \
39.1
77.9

1.255
X013
3,552

1989 Sept- qV
Dec. q6

354
303

17.5
17.9

628
435

22.5
16.9

982
7.38

1990 Mat. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept. qtr r (aj

S4I 
310 
219
152

31.1
18.3
12.4
9.6

543
438
420
488

21.5
17.1
23.3
20.1

1.084 
748
639 
640

(•) New cut-offi for non-rekidential buildui}; — see paragraph 2 of the ExpSanaiory Nom.

Noa-nuii^niMl bmldmg

Aluratta/ij

Value
<tt»)

aJd/r/cMj IO 
rtiuieniial 

huildingf
Hoieli

Shopt FacKtrnt

Other

Officet pretmtet

Enter- 
lainmeni

COMMEtiCSiD

Editca-
Health

iducel- 
laneoiis Total biuiduig

67.6
1102
153.5

31 5 
72.3

30-2 
195 
27.2
31.4

0.9
0.3

0.3

0.4
38.8

0.1
65.3 6.7

21.3

44.4
41 7
43.5

77.4
81.0

140.1
107.1
113.8

15.1
43 Jl
41.0

a.3
4.9

177.0
54.1
76.6

470.4
446.7
356.8

539X»

510^

11
0,1 1-9 9.6

35.9
6.5

50.9
23.1

37 X)
2.8

1-8
1.2

11.6
57.9

144.9
114.5

176.5
186JB §

0.2

0.2
0.6
0.1

9.8
1.9
0.2

10.6 
13JJ 
220
37X

4.5
5.5

28.2
4.5

8.6
31.2
32.3
260

0.9
0.3

2.3

IJO 
0.8 
0.5 
32

5.9

11.3
4.1

4X3 
55.0 
95.0 
81.8

72.8
74.5

122J
113-2

UNDfcR CONSlYiL'aiON AT h.ND O’ PERIOD

38.0
69.6
61-9

61.4
99.8

77.8
61.9

55.3

41.8
79.5

162.8

40.0
34.8

52.6
35.4
35.7
29.7

0.7
0.2

0.7
0.5

Q.2
0.2
Q2

0.4
40.0

40.0
0.1

IJ 
63.9 
62.9

22 1
5.7

19.3

103.9
32.1
20.7

43.8
80.9
69.8

52.3
79.0
45.5

33.6
405
31 X>

4.8
34
1.6

146.0
I2B.6
75.8

408.1
474.1

446.1
5443
3897

63.9
62.8

63.5
62.9
63.4
81.7

COMPLETED

1.0
0-2
0.7

0.2

0..5

0.2

5-2
15.9

17.9
19.3
9.6

13.8

32.7
270

18X
20.7
32 7
57.3

107.1
98.7

110.6
104.0

75.1
6t.4

XI
1.3

128.5
96.3

565,0
47^6

6272 
572J

0.8
1.3

37.1

37.0

0.1

0.2

1.8
21
4J

3.0

0.4
0.8
0.1
0.9

1.2
20.9
92

51.3
114.1
562

0.4
0.4

7,8
0.5
9.6
0.2

7.3
17.5

19.9
11 5
10 4
124

89.7
69.8
53.6
39.9

4a.v
46.0
66.9

10.0
15.4

15.7
25.8
45.6
18.9

60.4
45-5
60.9
71.6

60.9
31.0
294
31.7

0.7
1.6
0.7
3.2

88.1
76.8
66.5
53.0

399.3
327.5
316.9
3SX3

477J
3iS91
370.9
407.6

99.2
88.8

147.4

20.1
30.6

52.4

17 5
15.9

22.1
37.3
53.1

17.1
9.6
6.7

15.1
77.4

129.5

257.1
3973
510.4

299.9 
477J 
673S

5.2
11.7

6.3

1.5

3-2 
XO

1-6

1.4
0.8

1X3
905

14.2
12.5 
2X2
18.1

58.5
208.1

98.J
243J

118.4
125.4
1(».2
67.5

1713 
160J 
144.0
973



a

Ni»ibtrof

Ttftod

1987-88 
1988-89
198W90

1989 Sept, qtr 
Ddc. qff

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qir 
Sept qir r ^a) f

TABLB 3 — summamv of pubuc sbctoi
Ntw biuUing

K^VTTY. QURENSLAIW --conumutt 

^alat iSiai

OaW' widtalial 
btuldioKt Total

A/reraTMMtr

IZaZiM 
f*"/

21.8
48.8
81.6

16.4
24.5

■■

25.8
14.9
9.1
9.5

Niattbtrof 
iiwtthng

f3»>>

33.3
47.0
78.8

15.4
21.2

23.3
19.0
17.6
21.0

Ntgabtrc^ 
dwelhiiii Vaiat

additiont fa 
mtdtttttaf Moult

!>/Ktpj Factvrttt

Odwr 
biUUUSt 

Ojffiiti prtmttti
AeZf-

HgaJt^

VALVa Wr>AK DUNb DURING PUUOD

552
95.8

160.4

31.7
45.7

496
33.9
26.7
30.5

0.3
0.8

0.3
0.2

0.2
0.2

0.9
14.7
23.2

1.9
15.0
27.7

4.0
45

16.5

92 9
58.3
48.1

50.9
65.8 
83 I

104.9
946

131 6

20.1
296 
(13

2.5
20.7

5.3
7.3

2.5
46

121 
9.1

18.9
27.8

330
436

12.7
166

02

li.O
125
96

1.7
7.6

165
105
92

20.3

11.6
264
14.7

32.9
21.9
256

104
75
5.1
95

VAI..UE OF WORK YET TO BE DONE

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

1989 Sept qti

1990 Mar. qo 
June qo 
Sept. qor{a) 
Dec. qtr

6.8
10.9
7.4

10.4
21.6
19.9

17.2
325
27.3

0.6 26.1
0.8

50.7
26.3

34
34
96

28.9
12.9
9.6

50.1
23.4

26.5

24,7

ZB 12.9
27J
236

11.8
24.3

2l.O
35.8 60.1

0.3 
0.1

236 45.4
40.0

0.9
11.3

67.9
47.1

611
414 40.7

111
7.4
5.8

29.5
19.9
212
23.3

41.7

28.0
28.9

0.2 37.0
26.3
14.4
236

15.5
9.8
51
5.5

60
9.6

22.7
39.7 16.7

\1.2 
U.l 
321 
24.3

31.1
236
18.5

(a) New cu(-«& for non-reatden'ial building — ve pang/aph 2 of the hapUnaioi) No*ea.

Eatitr-

aad

145
85
5.5

15

0.9 
0.7
06
16

0.8

0.7
0.5

0.7
06
05
10

MuceZ- 
leMtMj

54.4
103X)
86.3

314
20.3

213 
117
214 
UU

96.2
53.3
44.8

33 7 
71.7

56.2
44.8
35.2
235

Tottii

344.5
394.0
469.2

121.3
151.9

1116
83.6

105.5

■XflJ 
268.2 
1618

296.5
260.3

1918
1618
155.0
1466

400.7 
490.1 
6X1.5

1532
1976

1616
1176
1313
1416

219.9
301.3 
1902

3295
3205

234.7 
1901 
183.1 
175.7

Total 
bMiidtm



10.m:.*
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TABLE A NLMBBR OF DWSLUNG UNITS BY STAGE OF tONSTRUCTION, QUEENSLAND
SBASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES (aRb)

Total

Coftiattftctd Coinpitttd Commtnctd Cnmpietfd Comnunctii Ci»npltifd Convntncfd Coo^lfitd

1989 Sept, qtr
Dec. qtr

5.760
5.610

6.940
6,470

6,130
6.090

7.320
6,720

8.100
7.670

9,910
9.340

8.770
8,900

10,810
10.070

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 

qo- 
Dec. qtr

S.idO 
5,670 
5,520
5.360

6.570
5,490
5.520
5.590

5.640
5.840
5.730
5.380

7.200
5.790
5.760
5.700

6,950
7.490
7,540
6,620

9.030
7,470
7.440
7,930

7,680
7.930
8,180
7,120

9.980
8.430
8,020
8,580

TMaZ

(a) Hwae figures are rounded to the nearesl ten units, (b) Series have been revised due to annual rc-analyos of seasonal adjusUnent factors.

TABLE S. VALUE OF BLTLOING WORK DONE, QUEENSLAND 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED SERIES (a) 

(S mIUloal

,Vr>F rttidantial building

Oibar raitdantial
buildings Ztwo/

Non-rtsidtniial 
building

Total 
building

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

532.9
5220

15i.4
253.1

792.3
771.1

640.5
648.8

1.461.2
1.472.2

1990 Mar . qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

542J 
435 8 
535.1 
495.7

240.4
154.2
176.6
170.8

780.1
594.6
710.7
665.1

542.5
439.0
501.9
414.6

1.349.3
1,076.1
1,251.3
1,133.8K (a) Series have been revised due to annual re-analysis of seasonal adjustment factors.

TABLE 4 — VALUE OF BUIIDING WORK COMMENCED. AT AVERAGE I»g4-g5 PRICES (al. QUEE.NSL.A.M) 
($ ■aWiMl

Partod

1987-88 
1988*89 
1989-90

1989 Sept, qtr
Dec. qtr

Juno qtr 
Sept, qtrr 
Dec. qtr

New rtiidtHtiai building

Orltar rtsidaiuial 
buildings

4/r<r<tr»oAs and

rtjidantuil 
buildingj

Non~reitdtnfial building

Total 
building

1.252.8
1.568.1
1.211.4

320.4
340.3

250.0
300.7
301.9
303.1

438.6
824.6
502.4

139.1
169.6

91.5
102.2
150.1
82.0

1,691.4
2,392.7
1,713.8

459.5
509.9

3415
402.9
452.0
385.1

74.4
88.5
932

24.4
26.3

21.1 I 
21.4 
28.2 
27.9

1,523.4
1.216.6
1.321.2

1,918.6
1,854.8
1,575.9

3.684.4
4,336,0
3,382.9

310,5
l43\7

348.0
225.0
196.0
257.6

414.7
519.3

378.0
263.9
263.2
315.5

898.6
1,055.5

740.6
688.2
743.4
728.5

Sea para<agte 40 to 42 of ths Bapiseakny Notos.
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1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

TABLES —NUMBER OF DWELLING UNITS BY OWNERSHIP, CLASS OF BUILDER ANU STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION, 
 QUEENSLAND

mBnSEsSH"
Privaft uctor PuMii jector

Contraolor- 
hiulf^al Oihtr^a) ToiaKef

Other ;

huildin/if Toealfj)

Other 
rtsidenital 

huildin/c Total Houtesfaf

Other

hmldingi Tofal(a)

COMMENCED

1967*88
1988-89
1989-90

19.720
25.000
18.060

2.820
4.320
4.370

22.540
29,320
22.430

7.605
12.037
7,892

30.140
41.350
30.320

74!
1.055 
1.335

1.208
1.587
1.781

1.949
2.642
3.116

23,280
30,370
23,760

8.813
13.624
9 673

32.090
43.99(»
33,430

1989 Sept, qtr 
Elec, qtr

1990 Mar. qtr

Sept, qtr r 
Dec. qtr |

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

198v£-

1990 Mar «r

1^9 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. ejtr

Sept, qtr r 
Dec. qtr

4.950
4,810

3,710
4,590
5,030
4.200

5.980
7,570

6.080
4.720

3.590
4.250
4.400
3.450

16.640
23,540
21.380

6,480
6.100

4,870
3,930
4.910
5.150

1.040
1.300

960
1.070

700
1.640

6,000
6.100

4.670
5.660
5.730
5.840

2.351
2.181

8.350
8.290

285
649

358
K08

643
1.457

6.280
6,750

2.709
2.989

8.990
9.740

1.457
1.903
2.016
1.319

6.120
7.560
7.750
7,160

241
160

389
226
479
519

630
386
605
663

4.910
5.820
5.860
5.990

1,846
2,129
2.495
1.838

6.750
7.950
8.350
7.820

UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT END OF PERIOD

1.650
1.980
2.010

7.630
9.540
6.270

4,763
7.418
4.896

12.370
16.960
11.160

314
479 
W

765
1.209

944

1,079
1,688
1.250

7.940
10.020
6.570

5.528
8,627
5.840

13.470
18.650
12.410

2.130
2.410

8210
7,1.10

6.718
5,847

14,930
12.980

410
75o

937
1.310

1.-347
2.066

8,620
7.890

7.655
7.157

16,270
15,040

2.140
2,010
1.820
2.460

5,730
6,270
6,210
5.910

5,052
4,896
4,829
3,663

10,780 
11.160 
11.040
9..S80

456
106
213
205

1.156 
944

l.(X)3 
1.014

1.612
1.250
1.216
1.239

6.180
5.570
6.450
6.120

6.208
5.840
5.832
4,697

12.390
12.410
12.260
10.810

COMPl^ETED

2.240
3.770
4.170

760
1.010

1.200
1.190

850
1.000

(a) Theae figures are rounded to the nearest ten units.

18.880
27.310
25.540

4.009
9.204

10.333

23.780 
.16.510
35.880

530
S90

1.508

725

2.044

1.255
2.013
3.552

19.410
28.200
27.050

5.634
10,327
12.377

25.040
18,530
39,4.10

7.240
7.110

6.070
5,120
5,770
6.140

3.036
3.040

2.205 
2,052 
’ 953 
2.483

10.280
10.150

8.270
7.170
7.720
8.630

.154 

.10.1

541
310
219
152

628
4.15

-543 
438 
420 
488

982
738

7,600
7,420

1.664
3.475

11.260
10.890

1.084 
748
6.19 
640

6,610
5.430
5.990
6.290

2.748
2,490
2.373
2.971

9. .160
7.920
8,360
9.270
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TABLE • — NUMBER AND VALUE OF NEW HOUSES BWLT BY CONTRACT BUILDERS FOR PRIVATE OWNERSHIP 
BY COMPLETION VALUE RANGE AND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION,

Cuffifn^nctd

fjVtKMlMID

coturruction at and of period

540,000

$■10,000

$59,999
t60M0 

and over Total

Lttt 8404300

$4OM0 $59,999
$60.^00 

and ovtr S40.000

$-t0JM0 
IO

$59,999
$60M0 

and over

NUMBER (a)

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

4,630
2,840

940

6,740
8,460
5..12O

8.360
13,700
11,800

19.720
25.000
18,060

820
330
100

1,620
1,930

960

3.540
5,310
3,200

5,980
7,570
4,250

4.480
3.340
1,190

5.890
8,070
6.310

6.270
12,130
13.880

16,640
23,540
21.380

1985 qb
Dec. qtr

340
280

1,330
1.410

3.280
3.120

4.950
4.810

230
120

1.200
1.030

4.660
3.570

6.060
4,720

440
390

2.060
1,580

3.970
4,140

6.480
6,100

1990 Mar . qtr 
June qti 
Sept, qtr r 
Dec. qtr

200
120
200
250

1.170
1.410
1.190
1,010

2.340
3,060
3.650
2.940

3.710
4.590
5,030
4,200

100
100
100
130

960
830
590

2.620
3.200
3.470
2.740

3,590
4.250
4.400
3,450

240
120
210
230

1.350
1.330
1.290
1,260

3.280
2.490
3.420
3,660

4,870
3,930
4.910
5,150

VALUE ($m)

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

145.6
939
50.4

324.9
413.1
263,2

779.7
1,353.4
1.237.4

1.250.2
1,860.4
1.531.0

272
11.2
3.2

78.8
96.5
47.9

354.5
560.9
397.2

460.5
668.6
448,3

1106
39.0

284,0
391.8
314.7

5866
1.183.2
1.404.3

1,011.9
1.685.7
1,758.0

1989 Sept.qtr 11.6
8.9

64.3
70.2

341.0
329.2

416.8
408.3

8,0
3.6

58.3
52 0

537.8
435.0

604.1
490.6

103.0
77.4

373.6
424 9

491.6
515.4

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr r

6.0
4.0
6.0

59.5
69.2
60.2
49.8

236.3
330.8
385 9
313 1

301.8
404.0
452.1
370.6

3.2
2.6
3.6

44.0
47.9
42.8
28.8

322.4
397.2
429 5
343.7

369.6
448.3
474,9
376.0

72
3.9

68

68.7
65.6
63.6 
04.4

347,5
258.2
3589
401.2

423.3
327.8
429.6
472.4

(b) These figures are rounded to the nc*rcfl !(• units.

TABLE 10 -SUMMARY OF BUILDING ACTIVITY, RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS (PER CENT), DECEMBER QUARTER 1990 
____ __ QUEENSLAND

jVew rfsidtutioi building

Houtti

Oyvnerihip and itage 
nf construction t^umbtr

_____ Total
Nusn^r of 

chvelling
Vabit

PRIVATE SECTOR

Alterations 
aud addi tujnj 
<o residential 

buildings building

Commenced
Under construction at end of penod
Completed
Value of work done
Value of work yet to be done

2.6

4,0

3.2
4.3
4.5
3.0
5.0

2.2
2.5
2.8

2.7

3.0
2.3
2.6

^3 
7.1 
6.0 
46 
9.7

1.6

1.8
1.5
1.2

TOTAL PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SECTORS

Commenced
Under construction at end of pcriixl
Completed
Value of work done
Value of work yet to be done

2,6
3.9 4.2

4.4
3X)
4.9

2.0
2.2
2.6

2.5 
22
23 
2.2
2.5

4.9
7 1 
5-9 
4.6
9.7

1.5
1.0
1.7

1.0
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Introduction

The statistics in this publication were compiled on the 
basis of returns collected from builders and other 
individuals and organisations engaged in building
activity. The quarterly survey consists of two 
components:

(a) a sample survey of private sector house building

2.

activity involving new house construction or 
alterations and additions valued al $10,(XX) or 
more to houses and

(b) a complete enumeration of jobs involving 
construction of new residential buildings other 
than private sector hou.ses, all alterations and 
additions to residential buildings, othe, than 
private sector houses, with an approval value of 
$10,000 or more and all non-residential building 
jobs with an approval value of $50,000 or more.

From the September quarter 1990, only non- 
residential building jobs (both new and alterations and 
additions) with an approval value of S50,(XX) (previously 
$30,(XX)) or more are included in the survey. The impact 
of these changes is relatively small at the all-Austraha 
level, however, care should be taken in interpreting data 
for specific classes of non-residcntial building. The ABS 
will continue to periodically review the cut-offs for both 
residential and non-residcntial building activity to take 
account of inflation in future years.

3. The use of sample survey techniques in the bvildirg 
activity survey means that reliable estimates of piiva e 
sector house building activity, including allcraiion,s and 
additions to houses, arc available only at 'he State/
Territory and Australian levels. Further geographical
disaggregations are not available. Dwelling unit
commencement data for regions below Slatc/Tcrriiory 
level, however, are shown in the series of dwelling unit 
commencements reported by approving authorities. Data 
from that series, unlike those compiled from the building 
activity survey, are based on information reported by 
local and other government authorities.

Scope and coverage

4. The statistics relate to building activity which 
includes construction of new buildings and alterations and 
additions to existing buildings. Construction activity not 
defined as building (e.g. construction of roads, bridges, 
railways, earthworks etc.) is excluded.

5. Building jobs included in each quarter in the 
building activity survey comprise those building jobs 
selected in previous quarters which have not been 
completed (or commenced) by the end of the previous 
quarter and those building jobs newly selected in the 
current quarter. The population list from which building 
jobs are selected for inclusion comprises all approved 
building jobs which were notified to the ABS up to but 
not including the last month of the reference quarter (i.e. 
up to the end of August in respect of the September 
quarter survey). This introduces a lag to the statistics in 
respect of tfiose building jobs notified and commenced in 
the last month of the reference quarter (i.e. for the month

EXPLANATORY NOTES

of September in respect of the September quarter survey).
For example, building jobs which were notified as
approved in the month of June and which actually 
commenced in that month are shown as commencements 
in September quarter. Similarly, building jobs which 
were notified in the month of September and which 
actually commenced in that month are shown as 
commencements in December quarter.

Definitions
6. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and permanent 
structure which has a roof. Ils intended purpose is
primarily to house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, 
goods or livestock. An integral feature of the design of a 
building, to satisfy its intended use, is the provision for 
regular access by persons.

7. A dwelling unii is defined as a self-contained suite 
of rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities, 
intended for long-term residential use. Units (whether
self-contained or not)
institutional care.

within buildings offering 
such as hospitals, or temporary

accommodation such as motels, hostels and hotels, arc not 
defined as dwelling units. The value of units of this type 
i.s included in the appropriate category of 'non-residential 
building’.

8. A residential building is defined as a building 
prcdominanlly consisting of one or more dwelling units. 
Ri sideniial buildings can be eithci ‘hou-scs’ or ‘other 
residential buildings’.

(a) A ’house’ is defined as a detached building 
predominantly used for long-tcnn residential 
purpo.se.s and ctmsisting of only one dwelling 
unit. Thus, detached granny flats’ and detached 
dwelling units (such as caretakers’ residences) 
associated with ‘non-residcntial buildings’ are 
defined as hou.ses for the purpose of these 
statistics.

(b) An ’Ollier residential building’ is defined as a 
building which is predominantly used for long­
term residential purpo.scs and which conuiins (or 
has attached to it) more than one dwelling unit 
(e.g. town houses, duplexes, apartment buildings 
etc.).

9. The number of dwelling units created by alterations 
and additions to existing buildings, and through the 
consiruction of new ‘non-residential buildings' is not 
included in the tables but is shown as a footnote to 
Table 1.

10. Commenced. A building job is regarded as
commenced when the first physical building activity has 
been performed on site in the form of materials fixed in 
place and/or labour expended. This includes site
preparation but excludes delivery of building materials, 
the tlrawing of plans and specifications and the 
construction of non-building infrastructures such as roads.

11. Under construction. A building job is regarded as 
being under construction at the end of a period if it has 
been commenced but has not been completed and work 
on it has not been abandoned.
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EXPI ANATOKY NOTES — coniinued
12. Completed. A building job is regarded as completed
when building acu has progressed lo the stage where
the building can fulfi' its intended function. In practice, 
building jobs are treated as completed when notified as 
such by respondents to the survey.

13. Valuation of building jobs. The values in this 
publication are derived from estimates reported on survey 
reiurns.

14. Value of building
con.struclion.

commenced, or under
Th': estimated value represents the

anticipated completion value based, where practicable, on 
estimated market or contract price of building jobs.

building which is ancillary to other buildings or forms a 
part of a group of related buildings is classified lo the 
function of the building and not to the function of the 
group as a whole. An example of this can be .seen in the 
treatment of building work approved for a factory 
complex. In this case a detached administration building 
would be classified to ‘offices’ and a detached cafeteria 
building to ‘shops’, while factory buildings would be 
classified to ‘factories’. An exception to this rule is the 
ueatment of group accommodation buildings where, for 
example, a student accommodation building on a 
university campus would be classified lo educational’.

excluding the value of land and landscaping.
preparation costs are included.

Site
Where building jobs

proceed over several quaners, the anticipated completion 
value reported on the return for the first (commencement) 
quarter may be amended on re turns for subsequent (under 
construction) quarters as the job nears completion.

15. Value of building completed. The actual completion 
value based, where practicable, on the market or contract 
price of building jobs, including site preparation costs, but 
excluding the value of land and landscaping.

16. Value of building work done during the period. The 
estimated value of building work actually carried out 
during the quarter on building jobs which have 
commenced.

21. Examples of the types of buildings included under 
each main functional heading are shown in the following 
paragraphs.

22. Houses. Includes cottages, bungalows, detached
carciakcrs’/nianagers’ cottages and rectories.

23. Other residential buildings. Includes flats, home 
units, attached town houses, villa units, terrace houses, 
semi-detached house.s and maisonettes.

24. Hotels etc. Includes motels, hostels, boarding
houses, guest houses and holiday apartment buildings.

25. Shops. lnclude.s retail shops, restaurants, cafes.
taverns, dry cleaners, laundromaus, hair salons and 
shopping arcades.

17. Value of building work yet to be done. The
difference between the anticipated completion value and 
the estimated value of work done on building jobs up lo 
the end of the period.

Building classification

18. The ownership of a building is classified as either 
‘public sector’ or ‘private sector’ according to the sector 
of the intended owner of the completed building as 
evident at the time of approval. Residential buildings 
being constructed by private sector builders under 
government housing authority schemes whereby the 
authority has contracted, or intends to contract, to 
purchase the buildings on or before completion, are 
classified as public sector.

19. Builder type. Houses are classified according to the 
type of builder as follows:

(a) Contractor-built houses. Those constructed by a 
private recognised building contractor, either 
under contract, or in anticipation of sale or 
rental.

(b) Houses built by other than contract builders. 
Those constructed by an owner (other than a 
recognised building contractor) or under his 
tkrection, without the services of a single 
contractor responsible for the whole job. Houses 
built by businesses (other than recognised

26. Cactories.
buildings, brickworks.

Includes paper mills, oil refiner
foundries. power houses.

manufacturing laboratories and workshops as part of a 
manufacturing process.

n. Offices. Includes banks, post offices, council
chambers and head and regional offices.

28. Other business premises. Includes warehouses.
storage depots, service stations, transport depots and 
terminals, electricity substation buildings, pumping 
station buildings, telephone exchanges, mail sordng 
centres, broadcasting stations and film studios.

29. Educational. Includes schools, colleges, univer-
sides, kindergartens, libraries, museums, an galleries, 
research and teaching laboratories and theological 
colleges.

30. /<eligiou.s Includes churches, chapels and temples.

31. Health. Includes hospitals, nursing homes.
surgeries, clinics and medical centres.

32. Entertainment and recreational. Includes clubs.

building contractors) and public sector
organisadons are also included in this category.

20. Functional classification of buildings. A building is 
classified according to its intended major function. A

theatres, cinemas, public halls, gymnasiums, grandstands, 
squash courts and sports and recreation centres.

33. Miscellaneous. Includes law courts, homes for the 
aged (where medical care is not provided as a normal 
service), orphanages, prisons, barracks, mine buildings, 
glasshouses, livestock sheds, shearing sheds, fruit and 
skin drying sheds, public toilets and ambulance, fire and 
police stations.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES — continued
Reliability of the estimates

34. Since the figures for private sector house building 
activity (including alterations and additions) are derived 
from information obtained from a sample of approved 
building jobs, they are subject to sampling error; i.e. they 
may differ from the figures that would have been obtained 
if information for all approved jobs for the relevant period 
had been included in the survey.

35. A measure of the likely difference i.s given by the 
relative standard error of each estimate. There are about 
two chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by 
less than one standard error from the figure that would 
have been obtained if all approved jobs had been 
included, and about 19 chances in 20 that the difference 
will be less than two standard errors. Relative standard 
enors of the estimates are shown in Table 10.

optimal ■ r even adequate adjustments of the similarly 
derived original series. Thus the figures which can be 
derived by subtracting seasonally adjusted private sector 
dwelling units from the seasonally adjusted total should 
not be used to repre.sent seascnially adjusted public sector 
dwelling units.

Estimates al constant prices

40. Estimates of the value of commencements at 
average 1984-85 prices are presented in original terms 
and for work done at average 1984-85 prices in original 
and seasonally adjusted terms.

41. Constant price estimates measure changes in value

36. An example of the use of standard errors is as 
follows. From Table 2 it can be seen that the estimate of 
the number of new private sector houses commenced 
during December quarter 1990 is 5,840. The associated 
relative standard error is 2.6 per cent (see Table 10). 
Therefore, there are about two chances in three that the 
value which would have been obtained if information had 
been obtained about all approved private sector house 
jobs would have been within the range 5,688 to 5.992 and 
about 19 chances in 20 that the value would have been 
within the range 5,536 to 6,144.

37. The imprecision due to sampling variability, which 
is measured by the relative standard error, should not 
be confused with inaccuracies that may occur because 
of inadequacies in the source of building activity 
information, imperfections in reporting by respondents 
and errors made in the coding and processing of data. 
Inaccuracies of this kind are referred to as non-.sampling 
error and may occur in any enumeration whether it be a 
full count or only a sample. Every effort is made to 
reduce the non-sampling error to a minimum by lire 
careful design of questionnaires, efforts to obtain 
responses for all selected building jobs and efficient 
operating procedures.

Seasonal adjustment

38, Seasonally adjusted building statistics are shown in 
Tables 4, 5 and 7. In the seasonally adjusted series, 
account has been taken of normal seasonal factors and the 
effect of movement in the date of Easter which may, in 
successive years, affect figures for different quarters,

39, Since seasonally adjusted statistics reflect both 
irregular and trend movements, an upward or downward 
movement in a seasonally adjusted series doe.s not 
necessarily indicate a change of trend. Particular care 
should therefore be taken in interpreting individual 
quarter to quarte.' movements. Each of the component 
series shown has been seasoiial'y adjusted independently. 
As a consequence, while the unadjusted components in 
the original series shown add to the totals, the adjusted 
components may not add to the adjusted totals. Further, 
the difference between independently seasonally adjusted 
series does not necessarily produce series which are

after the direct effects of price changes have been 
eliminated. The deflators used to revalue the current price 
estimates in this publication are derived from the same 
price data underlying the deflators compiled for the 
dwelling and non-dwelling construction components of 
the national accounts aggregate ‘Gross fixed capital 
expenditure'.

42. Estimates at constant prices are subject to a number
of approximations and assumptions. Funher information 
on the nature and concepts of constant price estimates is 
contained in Chapter 4 of the ABS publication Australian
National Accounts:
(Catalogue No. 5216.0).

Related publieatiuns

43.

Concepts. Sources and Methods

Users ma) also wish to refer to the following
publications which arc available on request:

Building Approvals (8731,3) - Monthly (S lO.fXJ)
Building Approvals: Small Area Statistics (8733.3) -

Latest issue: 1989-90(58.00)
Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by 

Approving Authorities (8741.3) - Montlily (S 10.00,1
Dwelling Unit Commencements: Small Area

Statistics (8743.3) - Latest issue: 1989-90 ($8.00)

44. Current publications produced by the .AES arc listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products (1101.0). 
The ABS also issues the Publications Advice (1105.0) on 
Tuesdays and Fridays which lists publications to be 
released in the next few days. Both the Catalogue and the 
Publications Advice arc available from any ABS office.

OnpublLshed statistics o
45. As well a.s the statistics included in this and related 
publications the ABS may have other relevant 
unpublished data available. Inquiries should be made to 
the contact shown at the front of this publication.

Symbols and other usages

n.a. not available
figure or series revised since previous issue 
not applicable
nil or rounded to zero (including null cells)

46. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies 
may occur between totals and the sums of the component 
items.
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