
CASE IN GA'DANG VERBAL CLAUSES 
MI CHAEL R .  WALROD 

PROLOGUE 

Thi s paper w i l l  show t he u s e  o f  case in Ga ' d ang verb al c lau se s , and 

show how it relat es to the phenomenon o ften called ' focus ' or ' to p i c -
1 alization ' in other d e s criptions o f  Phi lippine l anguages .  It i s  my 

b e l i e f  t hat t hi s  analys i s  c ould be app l i ed t o  many , p erhaps all , other 

Phil ippine languages ,  b e c ause of the high d egree o f  similarity .
2 

B e fore giving t he analy si s ,  an explanat ion i s  nec e s s ary o f  the view 

of l anguage upo n  whi c h  it is based . Al so , the t e rminology mus t  be 

d e fi ned , s i nc e  it  is  u se d  in slight ly diffe rent ways by di fferent 

authors . 

The vi ew o f  language emp loyed here i s  primari ly a s t rat i fi c at ional 

view .
3 

Howe ver , I do not believe t hat it  is nec e s s ary to ho l d  this 

view in order to app ly t he following anal y s i s  to ano t h er l anguage . With 

minor mo difi c at ions , t hi s  analysis  could b e  used in a t agmemic o r  a 

t ransformational-generative d es crip t i on . 

VIEW OF LANGUAGE 

A l anguage i s  a cod e or system. Gl eason wrote , ' A  language c an be 

vi ewed as an apparatus for t he t ransduct ion o f  informat ion from one 

form to ano ther . '  4 

Language i s  autonomous and s e l f-c ontai ned , but ' while c leanly d e ­

limit ed , it is  n o t  i so lat ed . Rathe r ,  a language h a s  e s sential c ont act s 

acro ss  at l east two regions o f  i t s  boundary , one with sound and one 

wit h the vast range o f  phenomena which can b e  l abe l l ed bro ad l y  as 

experi ence . , 5 Gleason calls t he t wo regions of c ont ac t with e xt ra­

l ingui s t i c  phenomena ' interfaces ' .  The way one envis ions the two 

interfaces  o f  a l anguage is unimp ort ant . A c o nve ntion among grammarians 

o f  the s trati fi cat ional spec ies  has been to diagram a language wit h the 

boundary fac ing e xp erience at the t op and the boundary fac i ng speech or 

sound at the bottom ( s ee  fig . l ) . 
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Ju st inside the l anguage sy stem next to the bound ary facing expe­

ri enc e i s  the component , or stratum, o f  the l anguage l abelled semology. 
6 

And at the other end is the stratum lab el l ed phonology. This much i s  

fairly standard i z e d ,  but the re is a notic eab l e  lack o f  agreement amo ng 

proponents o f  the theory as to the numbe r  and nature of strata b etween . 

My own feeling i s  that real languages reflect j ust one stratum 

b etwe en s emo logy and Phonology .
7 

I am call ing thi s stratum - grammar . 
8 

The minimal units o f  this stratum are morphemes . But the grammatic al 

stratum i nc ludes grammar even at the d i s c ourse leve l .
9 

The system o f  

thi s stratum perfo rms such tasks as l inear ordering o f  the e l ements , 

affixation , etc . 

I n  the s emologi c al component , there are netwo rks o f  relationship s ,  

with no linear o rdering . 

Fi gure 1 i s  a very s imp l i fied rep resentation , not intended to add 

to or alter anyone's theory , but o nly to show the concept employed in 

the fol lowing analy s i s . 

FIGURE 1 

Diagram o f  theoret ical concept used here . 

1 .  I NT RODUCT ION 

1 . 0 .  TERMI NO LOGY 

Experience/Real World 

Semology 

Grammar a language 

Phonology 

Speech/Sound 

The traditiona l  terms ' subj ect ' and ' case ' ,  and the mo re re c ent term 

' s ituatio nal ro le ' are cru c i al to the understanding of the anal y s i s  in 

thi s pap er . Different lingu i sts have used the s e  terms to mean quite 

di fferent things , espec i ally in writings about Philippine languages .  

Ther e fore , I w i l l  define the terms as they are used in thi s pap er .  
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1 . 1 .  THE TERM 'SU BJ ECT' 

2 3  

I n  des crip t i o ns o f  Philippine grammars during t he past two d e cade s , 

t he t erms ' foc us ' add ' topic ' have been used to refer t o  that unique 
10  

' focus-ac t i vi t y  relation ' c haracteri s t i c  of  Phi l ippine l anguage s . 

However ,  in a rec ent art i c le ent i t l ed ' Subj ect  versus Topi c ' ,  Howard 

McKaughan has renounc ed his earlier c ho i c e  of t he t e rm ' topic ' in 
1 1  

favour o f  the t erm ' subj ect ' .  The t e rm ' subj ec t ' was trad i t ional 

be fore the ' foc us , t o pi c '  era . Mos t  writers in rec ent years have fol ­

lowed Alan Healey ' s  usage o f  ' focus ' to  refer to  t he fo cus -act ivity 

relation ,  and McKaughan ' s  former u sage of ' topi c ' to  refer to  the 

nominal compl ement whi c h  is  in focus in any c laus e . But some lingui st s 

have persisted in using the t radit ional t e rm ' sub j ec t ' in d e s c ribing 

Phi lippine grammars .
1 2  

McKaughan obse rved that rec ent deve lopments in linguistic  theory 

have emphas i z ed the universal i t y  of c e rtain c as e  relat ionships between 
13 

verb s and the i r  nominal complement s .  During the ' fo c us , t o pi c ' era , 

topi c s  o f  c lauses  were somet imes cal led sub j ec t ,  sometime s  ob j ec t , 

some t imes o ther things dep ending on whether t he i r  rul e s  were ac t o r ,  

patient , or s omething e ls e . Mc Kaughan now views the s e  as di fferent 

c as e  relat ionships . There fore he has now cho sen ' to rec o gnize as 

sub j ect o f  the sent enc e that c omplement whi ch corre spond s  to the gram­

mat i c al subj ec t ,  rather than limit ing the term to the logical ' subj ec t . '  

The i dea o f  ' logical sub j ect ' i s  from Halliday , who sugges ted that the 

' logical subj ect i s  the act o r ' ,  and it  i s  di s t inc t from the grammat ical 
14 

subject . 

P erhaps it was the notion that actor i s  the logi c al sub j ect that has 

prompted anal y s t s  of Phi l ippine grammars to  l abel c e rtain c lause s 

' sub j ec t - focus ' when it is the ac tor that is the ' topic ' ,  ' obj ec t -fo cus ' 

when a p at i e nt i s  ' topic ' ,  and so on . I n  thi s  paper the t e rm ' topic ' 

will  not be used , and ' subj ect ' will alway s refer to the grammat ic al 

subj e c t . 

Examp les from Ga ' dang: 

I n a n g  i no e r o p l a no s e  B a na nao . 
Went THE A IRPLA NE t o  Bananao . 

I n  thi s example t he airp lane is t he grammat i cal subj e c t  and it is  

the ac t or . 

G a ' b u n g a n k u  i no i fu t  n a  u wa w .  
I ' l l  a u t  off T HE TA IL O F  THE MONKEY . 

I n  thi s c laus e  the t ail i s  the grammat ical sub j ect , and it i s  the 

pati ent , the t hing affec t e d .  
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1.2. THE T ERMS 'S ITU ATIO NAL ROL E' A ND 'C AS E' 

This pap er will d emonstrate an analysis that Mc Kaughan sugge sted in 

the penultimate p aragraph o f  ' Subj e c t  versus Topic ' .  There he said 

'I am not prep ared yet to go all the way and talk o f  active and p a s sive 

for Phil ipp ine l anguages , sinc e I b e l i eve the case system marked in the 

verb for the sub j ec t-verb underlying relatio ns covers thi s  aspect o f  

the language ' .1 5  Thi s paper will des c ribe the c ase system marked b y  

verbal affixes whi ch show the sub j ec t-verb underlying re lations in 

Ga ' dang . It will al so des crib e how the c ase system is  marked in o the r 

way s to show the underlying relations b etwe en the verb and nominal 

complements other than s ub j e ct .  

I t  was prob ably d i s s ati s fac tion with the ' active ' and ' passive ' 

c las s i fi cat io ns o f  subj e cts o f  c laus e s  that led to the wides pread us age 

of ' fo c us ' and ' topi c ' . The ' active , passive ' d i chotomy is not as 

s ati s factory in d e s c rib ing a Phil ippine grammar as it is fo r Engl i s h  

grammar . So I b e li eve analy sts were not wrong to d rop the trad itional 

terms ' ac tive ' and ' p as s ive ' in favo ur of more desc riptive terms . 

McKaughan said , ' I  am prepared now to discuss the affixes in the 

verb with the name ' cas e '  .
16 

In the p ast four years , seve ral authors 

have us e d  ' cas e '  and ' situational roles ' in  analysing c lause s  in 

Phi lippine language s .
1 7 However ,  mo st of the se authors attempt di ffer­

ent areas of analys i s , and there is a great deal o f  overlap and amb ig­

uity in the use o f  the terms ' s emanti c s ' , ' semanti c rol e ' ,  ' s ituational 

role ' ,  and ' c ase ' .  

I would like to us e the terms ' s ituational role '  and ' case ' defined 

as fol lows . 

The d ramatis p ersonae and any other elements o f  a real wo rld e vent 

or situation have S ITUATIONAL ROLES . The s e  s ituational rol e s  are etic 
18 

d ata , not a p art of any language . The e lements o f  an event have the s e  

role s  whethe r or not the event i s  observed o r  commented abo ut by a 

human . 

It is only as some features o f  the event are ab stracted by a human 

o b s e rver that the e lements o f  the event come to b e  in a CASE relation­

ship to each other . Whether or not that human vo cal i z e s  what he has 

cons ciously observed , the s emo l o gi cal component o f  his language app aratus 

will put the abstracted features into an emic arrangement . 

There i s  a great number o f  real wo rl d situational ro les . Some autho rs 

have grouped many simi lar ones und er several generic lab el s . A univers al 

feature of l anguages is  that the y  group the se ro les  into a small s et 

o f  case  re latio nship s .  These group ings are sememe s .
19 

The case s ememes 

are not the s ame in all language s .  We may expect much s imilarity 

becaus e each l anguage has only a small set o f  c as e  sememe s ,  and a l l  
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pos sible s ituat ional rol e s  will b e  encoded by one o f  the c as e s . 

Eac h case s ememe i s  a semo lo gical unit , the e t i c  varian t s  o f  whic h  

are real world s ituat ional ro le s . ( See examp l e s  under 3 . 2 . ) There 

can be o verlap o f  the etic variant s ( i . e .  two nouns may b e  marked 

resp e c t i vely b y  an Accusative c as e  marker and a Dat i ve case marker ,  but 

both app ear to have the s ame s ituational rol e of ' pat ient ' ) , but 

probably t here is less overlap than a l inguis t  would ini t ially suspe c t  

a s  h e  begins to analyse a grammar . Muc h  o f  t he s e eming overlap o f  

situational r o l e s  i s  p robably t he result o f  t h e  i nves t i gator mi s t akenly 

examining t he data ' t hrough t he spec t ac l e s  o f '  t he c ase sememe s o f  h i s  

native language . 

Di fferent authors have give n  us a number o f  p o s s i b l e  lab e ls for ro l e s  

( Langendo en,  1 9 7 0  and Grime s , 1 9 7 2 ) . O thers have used some o f  t he same 

l ab e l s  for what they call ' ca s e  relationship s ' ( Chafe , 1 9 7 0b ) . I 

believe it i s  important that we use  the s e  lab e ls to refer only to s i t ­

uat ional ro les . Further , we should b ear in mind t hat these are 

arb i trary lab e l s  for groups o f  ro les  sharing some component s .  One 

should not t ry to  app ly the se lab e l s  to  a language b eing analy sed , but 

rather sho uld o b s erve t he case system of the l anguage i t s e l f  to s e e  how 

that s y s tem groups the many situat ional rol e s . For examp l e ,  i f  one 

expec t s  the rol e  o f  ' pat ient ' ( i . e .  p erson or thing affe c t e d  by an 

ac t io n ;  may be changed o r  moved ) to c o rre spond to one case in the 

language b ei ng analysed , then one may be confused by three di fferent 

morphemes which s e em to  mark case , but o c c ur re spectively with three 

di fferent nouns , all o f  whi ch s e em to be ' pat ient s ' in  the real world 
2 0  

event s b eing spoken o f .  I n  Ga ' d ang,  t he ' patient ' ro le o f  t h e  above 

de finition c o uld b e  Ac c u s ative , Dat ive , or Po sitio nal c ase . Convers e l y , 

' ac to r ' and ' exp eri e nc er ' ro l e s  can both b e  nominat ive c ase in Ga ' dang . 

( S e e  3 . 2 . 1 . - 3 . 2 . 4 . ) .  

2 .  ID E NTIF YING CASE SE M E M E S  

Fi l lmor e  has suggested t hat , give n  t he surfac e struc ture o f  the 

infl ection sys tem of a language , ' t he d e s c riptive task i s  to  identi fy 

t he s ur fac e case fo rms that are dist inct from each o t he r in the language 

and to as soc iate " c as e  funct ions" with each o f  t he s e . , 2 1  

I p ropos e  t he fo llowing paraphrase . ' The des c ript i ve t ask i s  t o  

i dent i fy t he c a s e  sememe s b y  o b s e rving t heir grammati c al reali zations , 

and associate t heir e t i c  variant s ( i . e . various situat ional ro les ) with 

each of them. ' The grammat ic al r eal i z ations of t he case s ememes may b e  

case-marking morphemes , orderi ng o f  the e l ement s o f  a clau s e , o r  what ­

ever o the r devi c e  the grammar u s e s  to encode the case sememes .  
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Fillmore i s  aware o f  the fact t hat a c as e  relat ionship emic to a 

speci fic language has e t i c  vari ant s ,  although he doe s  not view it  

through t he etic-emi c concep t . I n  the s ame p aragraph as the abo ve 

quo t e  h e  s ay s  ' t he various " func t ions " o f  the " ab lat ive!ab e ss i v e "  

suf fix -m a r e  n o t  int e rp ret ed a s  giving evidenc e that several dist inct 
22 

cases merely happ en to be homophonous ' .  Observing the same phenomena 

through a d i fferent theoretical model , 
·
one would say that t he various 

' funct ions ' o f  t he ' ab lat ive!abes sive ' suffix -m ( or ,  to  sub s t itute a 

c ommon Philippine examp l e ,  the ' p os i t iona l ' pre fix i-)  show that t he 

c a s e  s ememe whi ch i s  reali zed by t hat affi x has s everal e t i c  variant s 

in t he real worl d .  

3 .  CASE IN GA ' DANG 

3 . 0 .  There are seven cases ident i fiable i n  Ga ' dang verbal c l au s e s .
2 3  

The c as e s  o f  all nominal compl ement s are overtly mark e d ,  e x c ept i n  t he 

grammat i c al o b j e ct s lot , where the four case s whi c h  can oc cur are 

neutrally marked . Each case oc curs only once i n  a simp l e  verbal 
2 4  

c lause . 

Figure 2 shows the s even case s ememes and their morphemic reali­

z at ions . The morphemes l i sted are no t t he only one s ; they represent 

s e t s  o f  mo rpheme s . 25  
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F I GURE 2 

The morphemic rea l i z ations o f  Ga ' dang case s ememe s .
2 6  

n a  i no 5 i 50  

s tem i / k  i 5 e y  
- k u  - a k  5 i kwa k 

Verb Agent Sub j ect  Obj e c t  Lo c at i on 

3 . 1 .  The mo st c ommon shape o f  verb al c laus e s  in Ga ' dang i s  ' Verb + 
Subj ect ' .  I f  the sub j e c t  is somet hing other than agent , t he usual shap e 

is ' Verb + Agent + Sub j ec t ' .  

The grammati c al s lot s ' Ob j ec t ' and ' Lo cat ion ' are re lat ively infre­

quent . O ften i f  a noun in Ac c usat ive , Dative , P o s i t ional , Instrumental , 

or Orientat ional case i s  import ant eno ugh to be mentioned , i t  is made 

the Subj ec t  o f  the c l ause . ( For example , this would b e  a noun s i gnall ing 

some i t em in a re al world event , an i t em with a sit uat io nal ro l e  such 

as pat i ent , range , direc t io n ,  instrument , or locat ion . )  

3 . 2 .  I n  this s e c t ion t he seven case s ememes are exempl ified . Only in 

the Sub j e c t  grammat ical slot are all seven c a s e s  real i zed . The sub j ect  

slot  is  intro duced by i no set , whi ch gives no indi cation regarding t he 
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case . I t  is the case-marking affix on the verb which shows the case 

o f  the Subj ect , as in many , i f  not all Philippine language s ( Mc Kaughan , 

1 9 7 3 :  2 1 2 ) . 

' Agent ' and ' Loc ation ' grammatical s l o t s  are introduc ed by n a  set 

and s o  set , respect ively ( se e  3 . 2 . 1 . and 3 . 2 . 7 . ) .  The se two sets 

s imultaneously int rod uc e grammat ical slots and realize case sememe s . 

N a  reali zes  ( i . e .  marks ) nominative case , and s o  reali zes  o rientational 

case . 

The s i  s et also has this d ual function . S i  set intro duc e s  the gr am­

mat ical obj ect , and neutrally real i z e s  four c as e  sememe s ,  Accusat i ve ,  

Dat ive , Positional , and Inst rument al . ( Sec t ion 4 explains thi s neut ral­

i zation)  

The case-marking affixation on the verb does not give any c lue ab out 

t he c a s e s  o f  nouns o t her than tho se in the Sub j e c t  slot . 

3.2 . 1 .  The NOMINATIVE case sememe has t he etic variants o f  ' ac t or ' or 

' experienc er ' situational roles . The nominat ive c ase sememe i s  alter­

nat ely reali zed by t hree morpheme s ,  ma C - , ma � - , - u m - . Informant 

respons e s  indicate that there are some s e le ct i onal res tri c t ions , but I 

have not as yet been ab l e  t o  de fine them for Ga ' dang . One ob servation 

i s  that - u m- is  used o ften when one wishes to give a p olite respons e ,  

and s i gnal s  a role o f  actor-o f-an-act ion-which-part i ally-affe c t s - a­

p at ie nt . 

Examp les o f  nouns in nominat i ve c ase fil ling the Subj ect grammat i cal 

slot . 

Ma l l e t ra t u w a k  s i  l a ka y . 
M a C - p ho to graph - a k  t he o ld-man . 

I ' l l  take a pic ture of the o l d man . 

Ma t t u r uw a k  s o  t a n g n g a n a w . 
M a C - s l e ep - a k  a t  midday . 

( Subj . is actor) . 

I ' l l s l e ep a t  no o n .  ( S ubj e ct i s  experi encer)  

Ma n a l i p a k  na to  t a n g n g a na w . 
M a � - dan c e  - a k  fu ture t hi s  n o o n .  

I ' l l  da nce this noo n .  

Ma n go ' l a k a k s i  a yo g .  
M a � - sp l i t  - a k  the coco nut . 

I ' l l sp l i t  t h e  c o c o nu t . 

D u ma l i n g ku n a k  a b b u  b u s a n g . 
- u m - t i dy - a k  p l ease li t t l e . 

Jus t  l e t  me t i dy up a li t t l e .  



CASE IN GA' DANG VERBAL CLAUSES 

B u ma s a k  a b bu b u s a ng ,  ka s e t a  n a  m a n aw . 

- u m - read - a k  p � e a s e  � i tt � e ,  t h e n  we future depar t .  

I ' � � just  read a �i t t � e ,  and t h e n  we ' � �  go . 

2 9  

Examp les o f  Agent grammat ical slot , which i s  alway s nominat i ve case . 

S i n a b a s s a n  n a  t o l a y i n o u ma r a .  
Mowed - a n  n a  p e r s o n  i n o fi e �d - thei rs . 

T h e  man mowed hi s fi e � d .  ( Fi e ld i s  t he Subj ec t )  

A r a g a d i y a n g k u  i no k a y u n a . 
Saw - a n  I i no wood- hi s .  

I ' � �  saw his wood . ( Wood is the Sub j ec t )  

3 . 2 . 2. I n  t h e  ACCUSATIVE c ase , the noun i s  related t o  the verb a s  some 

ki nd o f  p at i e nt . 

( a) p at ient -that - get s - c hange d-in- shape 

B a k ka n n u i no ga fa . 

Brea k - a n  y o u  i no jar.  

Break THE JAR . 27  

D a r i ' d i pa n n u  i no d a n g g u . 
S �i c e  - a n  you i n o o n i o n .  

S l i c e  THE ONIO N .  

( b )  p at i ent-that-gets-moved-by-the -action 

B a s s i na n no i no a b a t . 
Hang - a n  y o u  i nc b anana s . 

H an g  up THE BANA NA S .  

D a s s a n n u  i no a t a p . 
Low e r - a n  you i n o roo f .  

Lo wer T H E  ROO F .  ( i . e .  � ift i t  down t o  t h e  gro und) 

( c )  pat i ent-that-is-p revent ed- from-moving 

T a n g n g a l l a n n u i n o d a f f u g .  

Ho � d  - a n  y o u  i no carabao . 

Ho �d THE CARA BA O . ( i . e . ho � d  i t s  t e t her-ro p e ) 

Da ' d a k ka n n u i no p a p e l . 
We i g ht - a n y o u  i no paper.  

We i ght down THE PA PER .  

( d )  patient -that -get s-trave lled-over 

Ka l t a y a n n u  i no awe g . 
Cros s - a n  y o u  i n o b roo k .  

C ro s s  THE BROOK . 
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D a mma n g a n n u  i n a d a n u m .  

Cro s s - a n  you i n o wate r . , 

Go o ver to t he far s i de o f  THE RIVER . 

There are many o ther kinds of pati ent s  which are a l so in the ac cu­

s at ive c as e , such as somet hing swallowed , something harve s t e d ,  somet hing 

b e l ieved , someone start l e d ,  or someone spoken to . 

3 . 2 . 3. I n  the DATIVE case , the noun i s  relat ed to t he verb as range 

where the ac t ion takes p l ac e  or as something to  whi c h  the act ion is 

d o ne but whi c h  remains virt ually unaffe c t e d . 28 

( a ) range o r  s i t e  

M u l a n n u  i n a g a r d i n  m i  s i  g a s s i l a n g .  
P l ant - a n  y o u  i n o g ard en ours s i  yams . 

P Zant OUR GARDEN wi th yams . 

T a ba 5 s a n n u  i no u ma m . 
Mow - a n  y o u  i n a fi e Zd-yours . 

Mow YOUR FIEL D .  

( b )  p atient-that-doe s -not - get-changed-o r-moved 

S i  I g u t a n n u i no b a f u y . 

T i e  - a n y o u  i n a pi g .  

T i e  up THE PIG . 

( c )  p art ially-affe c t ed-pat ient . I f  a Ga ' d ang speaker wishes to make 

a c o ntrast regarding the d egree of e ffect that an act ion has on a thing, 

he will u s e  Ac cus at ive case for anything extens ively affe c t ed ,  and 

Dative case for anything minimally affe c t ed . 

A r a g ad i y a n n u  i n o k a y u . 
Saw - a n  you i no wo od . 

Saw T HE WOOD . ( L e .  s aw o ff j u s t  a l i t t l e b i t )  

I n uma n n u  i no ka f e n a . 
D ri nk - a n  you i no coffe e - his . 

D ri n k  HIS COFFEE . ( i . e .  j u s t  sip a t  i t )  

3 . 2 . 4 .  I n  t h e  positional c ase , the noun i s  relat ed t o  t he verb as 

s omething posi tioned , moved , re-direc t ed , something that accompani e s  o r  

i s  used in the cours e of  a n  act ion .
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( a )  o ne thing po sit ioned to  another ( i . e .  moved toward ) 

I y e kw a m  i na a g g i k  50 m i y a w . 
i -p u t  y o u  i no ri c e  s o  winnower . 

Put THE RICE i n  the wi nnowing b a s ke t .  
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Ammem i p o t u n  i no b a t u s o  i ' l u g .  

No t - y o u  i - s e t  o n  i no s t o n e  so e gg s .  

D o n ' t  p u t  THE STO NE o n  the eggs . 

( b ) something that acc ompanie s  

I b u l u n n u n a  i T o b y . 
i - a c comp any y o u  i Toby . 

Go w i t h  TOBY.  

I t o l i m  i no s i n a ko m .  

i - re t u rn y o u  i n o s to Z e yo u .  

Ta ke b a c k  WHAT YOU STOL E .  

( c ) one thing moved away from ano t her 

I d a s s a n g n g u  i no k a r g o k s o  t a r a k .  

i - Zowe r y o u  i n o carg o - mi n e  s o  truc k .  

Lower M Y  CARGO fro m  t h e  t ruck . 

3 1  

The i - prefix a t  t imes s i gnal s a s ituat ional ro le o f  pat ient , with 

no hint of a ' po s i ti oning ' meaning . This and a few o ther rare u s age s 

are idiomati c  and no t p redic t ab l e . P o s i t i onal case i s  the one u s ed for 

mo st idiomati c  o r  unusual c omment s , o r  unique comb inati ons of s itua­

t ional roles that do not fit neat l y  in the re gular case sememe s . 

( d ) p at i e nt 

I y ufu kk u  i n o l a p i s k u . 
i - u s e  up I i n o p e nci Z - mi ne .  

I ' Z Z u s e  up MY PENCIL . 

I l e t w a n n u  i no a r i ?  
i - topp Ze y o u  i no p o s t ?  

D i d  y o u  p u s h  o v e r  THE POST ?  

( e ) instrument 

I t a b a s n u  i n o t a ba s n a . 
i - s cy the y o u  i n o scy the - hi s . 

Cut grass w i t h  HIS GRASS KNIFE. 

I g a b b a k  i no p a l a t o m  s i  k a y u .  
i - fa Z Z  I i n o bo Zo - yours s i  t r e e . 

I ' Z Z cut do wn the tree w i t h  YOUR BOLO . 

3 . 2 . 5 .  I n  t he INSTRU1�NTAL c as e , the noun is related to the verb a s  

t h e  instrument or imp lement u s ed to  perfo rm t h e  act ion . 

P a l l e t r a t u k  i no k a m e r a  s i kwa m .  
p a C - pho to graph I i n o camera yo u .  

I ' Z Z us e THE CAMERA to t a k e  a p i c ture o f  y o u .  
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P a l l a ' g a k k u  i no g a n s a  s i  to l ay i r a .  

p a C - s ta r t l e  I i n o go ng s i  peop l e .  

I ' l l u s e  THE GONG t o  s t art l e  p eop l e .  

P a f f u r i t u k  i no ma n t i ka s i  l a ma n .  

p a C - fry I i no o i l s i  meat . 

I ' l l u s e  THE OIL to fry the m ea t .  

3 . 2 . 6 .  I n  t he BENEFACTIVE c ase , the noun i s  related t o  the verb a s  the 

the one-for-whom-the-act io n- is-performed by the agent . The benefic iary 

must be animat e ,  u s ually a human b eing . 

I b a s a n n u  i T o b y  s i  l e b u r u . 
i - read- a n  y o u  Toby s i  boo k .  

R e ad t h e  b o o k  t o  TOBY.  

I l l e t ra t uw a n g k u J u a m i . 
i -p h o t o grap h - a n  I i Juami . 

I ' l l  take p i c tures fo r JUAMI . 

I mu l a n n u  i no b a ka t s i  ga s s i l a n g .  
i -p l ant - a n  y o u  i no o ld lady s i  yam s .  

P l a n t  y am s  for t he OLD LAD Y .  

3 . 2 . 7 .  I n  t he ORIENTATIONAL cas e ,  the noun i s  related t o  t he verb as 

locat ion , either spat ial or temporal . The morpheme s reali zing t hi s  

c a s e  are p aC - - a n  and a C - - a n  ( somet imes interchangeab l e )  when the noun 

i s  in t he Subj ect slot , or so when t he noun i s  in Lo cat ion s lot . 

Ex amp l e s  in Sub j e c t  s lot . 

( a )  spat i al locat ion 

P a l l e t r a t uwa n g ku i n o kwa r t o . 
p a C - p h o t o g rap h - a n  I i no room . 

I t ake p i c tures i n  THE ROOM. 

P a l l a ' g a t a n g k u  i n o d a l a n  s i  a b b i n g .  
p a C - s tart l e - a n  I i no ro ad s i  chi ldren . 

I s t art l e  c hi ldren at THE TRA IL . 

( b )  t emporal l o c ation 

M a n g a l i n t a t u  i no a l l e t r a t uwa n g k u . 
Noon i no a C -pho t o grap h - a n  I .  

NOON i s  when I t a ke p i c t u res . 

A f f u r i t uwa n n u  i no g i g i ' b a t . 
a C - fry - a n  you i no early morni n g .  

EARLY MORNING i s  w h e n  y o u  fry ( some t h i ng ) . 
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Examp l e s  in Loc ation s lot . 

( a) spatial location 

M a b b a s a k  so k o s i n a .  

ma C - re ad I so  k i t c h e n .  

I ' � �  r ead i n  t h e  ki tc h e n .  

M a s s i n n u n a k  s e  b a I e r a  i na .  
m a C - c � o t h I s e  ho us e - t h e i r s  mo t h e r .  

I ' � � weave at mo t h e r ' s  hou s e .  

( b )  t emporal locat ion 

N a k ka n g k u i n o u w a w  so  d a ' b u 

I a t e  i no mo n key so whi � e  ago . 

I a t e  the mo ne ky a whi � e  ago . 

N a n s e k kamma n s o  g a f i . 
Nominative - fi t - y o u - aga i n  so nig h t . 

You t o o k  a fi t agai n �ast ni g h t .  
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3 . 3 .  There is  o ne other case relatio nship whic h  funct ions different ly 

from the seven exempli fied under 3. 2. It is ' causat i ve ' ,  reali zed by 

t he pre fix p a - ,  but it cannot appear ex cept with another case . It is 

b e s t  vi ewed as a complex p red i c at e , whic h ' do e s  not c hange the case 

relat ionship of  t he b as e ,  it s imply add s  a case  el ement of it s own , 

i . e .  inst igating caus e '  ( Lou Hohu l i n ,  1 9 7 1 : 2 5 ) . 

3 . 4 .  The real world event o f  tying a p i g  yie lds nic e  example s  o f  six 

o f  the s even p o s sible cases as Subj ect . 

NmUNATIVE : M a n i  ' g u t a k  s i  b a f u y . 
m a � - t i e  I s i  p i g .  

I t i e  u p  t he p i g .  ' I '  i s  the Sub j ect and t he ac t o r . 

The rol e s  o f  other i t ems are not spec i fied . 

ACCUSATIVE : The verb s i  ' g u t  yields no c l ause with an Ac c u s at ive Sub j ec t ,  

probab l y  b ecause nothing i s  changed i n  shap e o r  similarly affec t e d  by 

t h e  act ion o f  tying . 

DATIVE : S i  ' g u t a n n u  i no b a f u y .  
T i e - a n you i n o p i g .  

T i e  t he p i g .  ' Pi g '  i s  Subj ect , ' you ' i s  Agent . The us e o f  

dative case spec i fi e s  t hat t he act o r  i s  t y ing something ( rop e ,  c ha i n ,  

p i e c e  o f  rattan ) ont o  the p i g .  T h e  p i g  i s  t h e  range where the ac t ion 

t ake s p lac e .  



3 4  MICHAEL R. WALROD 

POS ITIONAL : I s i ' g u ' n u i n o b a f u y  so a r i . 

i - t i e  y o u  i n o pig so po s t . 

Tie the p i g  to t he p o s t . 

' Pi g '  is the Sub j ect , ' pos t '  i s  t he Loc at ion,  ' yo u '  i s  the Agent . 

Po sitional c as e  spec i fies  that th e pig is being po s i t ioned to the p o s t . 

The p i g  already has a rope o n ,  whi c h  the actor will  t ie to the po st . 

INSTRUHENTAL : P a n i ' g u ' n u i no l u f i d .  

p a � - t i e  you i no rop e .  

Us e t h e  rop e to t i e .  

' Rop e '  i s  t he Sub j ect , ' you ' i s  the Agent . Other partic ipant s are 

unspeci fied . 

BENEFACT IVE : I s i ' g u t a n n u  i no l a ka y  s i  b a f uy . 
i - ti e - a n  you i n o o Z d-man s i  p i g .  

T i e  t h e  p i g  for t he OLD MA N .  

P art i c ip ant s :  y o u  o l d  man p i g  

Cas e : nominative benefactive dat i ve 

Gram . s lot : Agent Sub j ec t  Obj ec t  

Sit . rol e :  actor beneficiary range 

ORIENTATIONAL : P a s s i  ' g u t a n g k u  i no a r i . 
p a C - t i e - a n  I i no p o s t .  

THE POST i s  w h e re I ' Z Z  tie ( s o m e t hi ng ) . 

' I '  i s  the Agent , ' post ' is the Subj ect . Two other partic ipant s 

are implied , a pat i ent ( p robab l y  an animal ) ,  and an implement ( p ro b ab l y  

a rop e ) , b u t  it would be unnatural in Ga ' dang to  overt ly spe c i fy e i t he r  

o f  t he s e  in a n  Orient at iona l-Sub j ect c l aus e . 

The above ord e ring o f  t he c ase s ememe s ( ident ical to the l e ft-to­

right o rd ering in Figu re 2 )  i s ,  as nearly as I c an determine , the o rd er 

o f  frequency of use in Ga ' dang . Nominat ive-Subj ect c laus es are the 

mo st frequent , Ac cusat ive-Sub j e ct c laus e s  are next , and they are about 

twi c e  as frequent as Dat ive-Sub j ect c lause s . P o s it ional-Subj ect  and 

Dat i ve-Subj ect are very clo s e . The last three on t he l i st are ext remely 

rare . 

4 .  TH E NE UTRA L I ZA T I ON OF FOUR CASE S I N  OB J ECT SLOT . 

4 . 0 .  The evid ence showing that four case s ememes are neutrali zed 

morphemically ( i . e .  four c ont ras t i ve s emo lo gical uni t s  reali zed by one 

morpheme ; the c ont rast i s  neutral i ze d )  i s  that nouns oc curring in the 

Ob j ec t  slot , when sub j e c t ivali zed ( McKaughan , 197 3 ) , may be in e it her 

Ac cusat ive , Dat i ve ,  Posit ional , o r  Instrume nt al case . 
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The following pairs o f  trans forms show t hat s i  real i z e s  four case s .  

The first c lause o f  each pair has a noun introduc ed by s i . The sec ond 

c laus e o f  each pair has b e en trans formed so that the noun i s  in the 

Subj ect s lot , introduced by i no .  The case marking affix o n  the verb 

t hen shows the c as e  of the noun . 

4 . 1 .  A C C US ATI V E  C AS E  

( a) M a l l u t u w a k  s i  u w a w . 
m a C - co o k  I s i  mo nkey . 

I ' L L  c o o k  t he mo nkey 

( b )  

4 . 2 .  

( a )  

( b )  

4 . 3 .  

( a )  

L u t u n g ku i no uwaw . 
Cook - a n  I i no mo n k e y .  

I ' L L  coo k  T HE MONKEY.  

M a t t a b a s a k  5 i ka d d a t .  
m a C -mow I 5 i g ras s .  

I ' L L  mow t h e  g ras s .  

T a b a s a n g k u i no kad d a t . 
Mow - a n  I i n o gra s s .  

I ' L L mow THE GRA SS . 

V ATI V E  C AS E  

Ma b bu k k a t a k  5 i 5 a r d  i na t . 
m a C - op e n  I 5 i s ard i ne s .  

I ' H  o p e n  t h e  s a rdines . 

B u k ka t a n g ku i no s a r d i na t .  
Open - a n  I i n o s a rdi ne s . 

I ' L L  o p e n  THE SARDINES . 

M a s s i r a t a k  5 i d a ' 1 a p .  
ma C - sweep I 5 i fLo o r ,  

I ' H  sweep 1; h e  fLo o r .  

S i r a t a n g k u i n o d a ' 1 a p .  
Swe ep - a n  I i no f Lo o r .  

I ' H  sweep THE FLO O R .  

POSITI O NA L C A S E  

M a b b u k ka t a k  5 i s a w a n g . 
ma C - o p e n  I 5 i windo w .  

I ' H  o p e n  the window . 
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I b u k k a k k u  i no s aw a n g . 

i - o p e n  I i no w i ndow .  

I ' l l  op e n  THE WINDO W.  

MICHAEL R. WALROD 

( b )  M a t t a l l a ra k  s i  t u dd a .  
m a C - bo i l I s i  ri c e . 

I ' l l  bo i l  the r i c e . 

I t a l l a g g u  i no t ud d a .  
i - b o i l I i n o ric e .  

I ' l l bo i l  THE RICE . ( i . e . by p u t ting i t  o n  t he fir e )  

4. 4. I NSTRUME NTAL C AS E  

( a) Ma s s i r a t a k  s i  a kaw . 
m a C - sweep I s i  s traw .  

I ' l l sweep w i t h  t h e  s t raw . 

P a s s i r a k k u  i no a kaw . 
p a C - swe ep I i n o s traw . 

I ' l l u s e  THE STRA W to sweep . 

( b )  B u k k a t a n n u i no s a r d i n a t  s i  i l a p . 
Op e n - a n  y o u  i no s ardi nes s i  k ni fe .  

Op e n  THE SARDINES wi t h  the knife . 

P a b b u kka ' n u i no i l a p  s i  s a r d i n a t .  
p a C - o p e n  y o u  i no knife s i  s ardi ne s .  

U s e  THE KNIFE t o  open the s ardi ne s .  

4 . 5 . The impl ement i s  allowed as grammatical Obj e c t  when t he Sub j e c t  

is  Dat i ve o r  Acc usat i ve . I f  the Sub j ec t  i s  Nominat ive case , i t  s eems 

awkward to a G a ' d ang to have the imp lement as t he Ob j e c t . A pat ient or 

range of  the ac tion is a mo re natural Obj ec t . Howeve r ,  onc e pat i ent 

or range has b e en ment i oned , s i  can b e  used a s e c ond time to introduc e 

an impl ement . 

I f  t he noun i s  obviously the imp lement , not possibly the pat ient or 

range , then it  is permis sab le to have i t  as the only Obj ec t ,  even in a 

Nominati ve-Subj ect c l ause . 

e . g . M a g g a d w a k  s i  t a p a y a  s i  p a l a t aw .  

I ' l l  cu t - i n- half t h e  p apaya wi t h  the b o lo .  

When b o th the pat i e nt and implement oc cur as Obj ect s ,  p atient is  

first . However , in  thi s case , t he patient may b e  omitted,  s ince bolo 

i s  o b viously t he implement , not  p o s s i bly a patient o f  the ac t ion of  

cutt ing-in-hal f .  
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e . g . M a g g a d wa k  s i  p a l a t aw . 

I ' Z Z  a u t - i n- h a Z f  ( some thing)  w i t h  t he bo Zo . 

5 .  CONC L US I ON 
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I t  is  apparent and reas onab l e  that t he meaning o f  the verb stem will  

l imit the p o s sible s i tuational rol e s  o f  the part i cipant s  o f  that a c t io n .  

For examp l e ,  i f  t h e  s tem means ' to s l i c e ' ,  then t he p at ient wi l l  o f  

c ourse b e  changed in shape . And i f  the s t em means ' t o lowe r '  o r  ' to 

hang up ' ,  t hen the p at ient will b e  c hanged in p o s it io n .  

This observation point s out that t h e  case-markers affixed t o  verb s 

have no meaning in t hemse lves , ex c ep t  to show the case relat ion ship 

o f  the Subj e c t  to t he verb ( likewi s e  t he case-markers whi ch are not 

affixed to verb s ) . 

An att emp t to attribut e  meanings to the c as e-marking verb al affixes 

l eads the inves t igator to examining the verb stems that o c cur with that 

affix , sort ing the stems i nt o  s emantic s et s , and extract ing the common 

c omponent o f  meaning o f  each set  o f  s t ems . Thi s  c ompo nent o f  meaning 

would then be erroneously attributed to t he verbal affi x . The ines­

cap ab l e  c o nc lusion is that at l east  s ome of the case -marking affixe s  

have several meanings . 

I t  i s  b e t t e r  to posit that each case sememe S ignals j ust  one kind o f  

relat ionship . The meanings o f  c ertain verb stems c an restri c t  t he 

p o s s i b l e  case relat ionships b etween p artic ipant s ( i . e .  their grammatical  

realizations - nouns ) and the verb . Some verb s d i s qual i fy c ertain c a s e  

relati onships ( as in 3 . 4 ,  Ac cusative cas e )  bec ause t he meaning o f  t h e  

verb stem and the relat i on s hip s i gnal led b y  t h e  c ase-marking affix are 

no t compatible . Other verb s rest ric t  the de coding ( i . e .  int e rpretation) 

of a case  s ememe to a p art icular one o f  its real world variant s .  

For example , ' s l e ep ' i n  Ga ' dang c an have a Sub j e c t  whi c h  i s  Nominat ive 

c a s e , but not Ac cusat i ve or I n s t rume ntal . And the Nominat ive will have 

the vari ant of EXPERIENCER situat ional ro l e ,  rather than ac tor . 

A verb- stern- c la s s i fi cat ion analysis  may not l e ad one to the emic 

c ase s . It pOints out the e t i c  s ituational rol es , but the same ' s it ua­

t ional role ' ( o r  ones that have been l ab e l l ed the s ame by the inve s t i ­

gator)  may app e ar with verbs having different affixe s . 

For ex amp l e ,  ' co f fee ' might be lab e l le d  a patient b y  an analyst 

making up a ' role frame ' for t he verb ' t o  drink ' . Then the analyst 

would likely s ay that either - a n  o r  - a n  can d enote pat i ent , but be forc ed 

to point out that to ' drink-a n t he c o ffee ' means to d rink it all ,  and 

to ' drink-a n  the c o ffee ' means drink p art o f  it . 
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A c as e-analy s i s  approach would have shown that - a n  signals the 

Accusat ive c as e  ( i . e .  t he noun is some kind of patient o f  t he act ion ) , 

and - a n  the Dati ve case ( i . e .  the noun i s  t he range ) . So ' drink - a n  

t h e  c offee ' means drink the c o f fee , and ' drink-a n t he c o f fee ' means 

drink at t he c o ffee ( i . e .  s ip at it ) . 

A verb - st em c las s i fi c at io n  bas ed on ' ro l e  frame s '  will give c o n­

s id erabl e  insight into the sys tem o f  the language , but wil l  not give 

a l earner o f  the language a very good system o f  pr edic ting which affixes 

are u s ed with whic h  stem, unl ess  he le arns all  the classes  of verb 

s tems , and mo st of their members ( p ro b ab ly an impo s s ib le t ask ) . 

On the o t her hand, getting a good grasp o f  the case s ememe s wil l 

e nabl e  t h e  l earner to predict  the c o rrect a ffix to a verb s tem in mo st 

inst ance s .  There are i diomat ic us age s which are unp re di c t ab l e  and mu st 

be le arned individually . 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  Ga ' d ang i s  the language s poken b y  about 6 , 0 0 0  people in and around 

the muni cip al i t y  of Parac e l i s , Mountain P ro vinc e ,  Philipp i ne s . Ga ' dang 

is a member of the Ib anagic group of language s of Northe ast e rn Lu zo n .  

The d at a  for thi s p ap er were gathered under t he ausp i c e s  o f  the 

Summer I nst itute of  Lingui st i c s  between 1 9 7 3  and 1 9 7 5 , while t he author 

and family l ived in Bananao , a p art of P arac elis . The principal 

language ass i s t ant was Mr . Juan Domingo of Bananao , fo r who se h elp I 

am very grate ful . I am indebt e d  to Lester and Madeline T ro ye r ,  al so 

membe rs of the Summer I nsti tute of Lingu i st i c s , who lived in t he s ame 

area b etwe en 1 9 5 7  and 1 9 6 5 , and who recorded and analysed muc h  of the 

Ga ' d ang grammar and lex icon .  

Special thanks are due t o  G .  Ri chard Ro e for sharing his valuabl e  

i ns i ghts regarding Philippine grammars .  

The phonemes o f  Ga ' dang are i ,  e ,  9 ,  a ,  0 ,  u ,  p ,  t ,  k ,  b ,  d ,  g ,  f ,  

s ,  m ,  n ,  ng , 1 ,  r ,  w ,  y ,  and glo ttal stop w ri t t e n ' Glo t t al stop 

alway s begins word s  if no ot her initial consonant is  present , but it 

is  unwri t t en in that p o s i t i o n .  

2 .  All Philippine l anguages share many grammatical  a nd phono logic al 

features . Two rec ent analyses o f  verb al affixes  whi c h  share some 

features with this anal y s i s  are Anne West ' s  ( 1 9 7 3 )  on I fugao and D .  Lee 

Ballard ' s  ( 19 7 4 )  on  I ni baloi . 

3 .  For an introduc t ion to  strat i ficational grammar , s e e  H . A .  Gleason 

Jr . ( 19 6 4 ) , or Sydney Lamb ( 19 6 6 ) . 

4 .  H . A . Gleason Jr . ( 1 9 6 4 : 7 5 ) . 
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5 .  H . A . G l eason Jr . (19 6 4 :76) . I n  foo t note 2 Gleason suggest s t here 

is a t hi rd c ontac t point for some languages , name ly with writing . This  

s e ems l e s s  important to me i n  that it repres ent s the sound system . 

6 .  S emol o gy is the stratum p ertaining to uni t s  o f  meaning and their 

arrangements in a language ; phonology p ertains to units  o f  sound and 

their arrangement s .  

7 .  A three- s t ratal view i s  more compatible with o t her popular l i ngui s ­

t ic theori es , such a s  t agmemi c s  w i t h  i t s  ' tri -modal struc t ure ' ,  and 

somewhat simi l arl y ,  t rans formational-generative with i t s  ' de ep s t ruct ure , 

s urfac e st ructure ' ,  and something akin to phonology o f  st rat ificat ional 

theory . 

8 .  Som e  proponent s o f  s trat i fi c ational t he o ry have sugges t ed that there 

are no units  within the system,  only ne tworks and relationships . But 

t hi s  is di fficult to de fend . I t  i s  e as ier to t al k  about languages i f  

w e  p o s i t  di fferent kinds o f  uni t s  in the different s t rat a .  

9 .  The s i z e  o f  the construction do e s  not det ermine the stratum to 

whi ch i t  belongs . 

10 . Lawrenc e A .  Reid ,  (196 6) . See p age s 9-11, including footnote s ,  

for the o rigins o f  t hese t erms . 

11 . Howard McKaughan . (1973) . 

12 . Lawrenc e A .  Reid . (196 6 : 11 ,  footnote 27) . 

13 . McKaughan i s  referring particularly to Fil lmore (196 6 ,  19 6 8) . 

14 . Howard McKaughan . (1973 : 208) . 

15 . Howard McKaughan . (1973 : 2 1 2 ) . McKaughan r e fers to Bloomfi e ld ' s  

(19 4 2 )  u s e  o f  ' ac t ive , pas sive ' o n  p age 20 6 .  There he expre s s e s  

d i s s at i s faction w i t h  the t erms a s  app lied to  Philippine language s . 

16 . Howard McKaughan . (1973 : 211) . 

17. Such as Ashl ey ( 1973) , Ballard (1974 ) ,  Drap e r  (1972 ) , Hohulin 

(1971) , and West (1973) . 
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1 8 . K . L .  Pike . ( 1 9 6 7 : 2 4 6 ,  note 1 4 ) speaking ab out d is c o urse analys i s ,  

say s , ' We are now ( s e e  Pike 1 9 6 4 d )  t rying t o  fol l ow t h e  flow o f  dramat i s  

persona e ,  and o f  other s ituat ional rol e s  in the real wo rld ( ac t ion , 

t ime , l o c at i o n ,  e t c . )  through a d i s c o urs e ' .  And , further , ' From the 

viewpoint of t he tale as a who l e  . . .  t he dramat is  p e rsonae remain 

invari ant , '  even tho ugh t hey might app ear in d i f ferent grammat i c al 

s l o t s  in t he disc ours e . 

19 . H . A .  Gleason Jr . ( 19 6 4 : 8 2 ) .  H e  sugge s t s  that ' s ememe s are o ft e n  

t h e  s emo logic uni t s  whi c h  c an be t hought o f  as s tand i ng b ehind " wo rd s " . '  

But he also exp ec t s  to find other kinds o f  s ememe s : ' We can exp e c t , 

in due cours e , to ident i fy a vari ety o f  unit s and und ers t and the 

hierarchy that exis t s  among t hem . ' 

2 0 .  This d e fini t i o n  o f  ' pat ient ' i s  a paraphrase o f  Grime s ( 19 7 2 : 14 8 ) . 

Chafe ( 1 9 7 0b )  give s  a s imilar defini t ion o f  ' pat i e nt ' : ' that to whi c h  

it  ( i . e .  some action)  is  done ' . 

2 1 .  Charl e s  J .  Fillmo re . ( 1 9 6 8 : 9 )  

2 2 . Charl e s  J .  Fillmore . ( 19 6 8 : 8 , 9 ) . This example i s  taken from 

Redden ' s  ( 1 9 6 6 )  work on Walapai . 

2 3 .  The c as e s  obs erved so far in Ga ' dang non-verb al c l auses are 

p o s s e s s i ve ,  equative , and att ribut ive . I have not given examples  o f  

these in th i s  pap e r ,  s ince the primary emphas is  i s  on the case-marke rs 

affixed to verb s .  In  fac t ,  I am s t i l l  amb ivalent ab out whethe r t he 

non-verbal c lau ses  real l y  dist ingu i sh c as e s . 

2 4 .  Charles J .  Fi l lmore . ( 19 6 8 : 21 )  sugges t s  that apart from ' compo und 

i n st anc es o f  a single case ( through noun phras e  conj unc t ion ) , each 

case relatio nship o c curs o nly once i n  a simpl e sentenc e . ' 

2 5 .  The c as e-marking verbal a ffixe s  are all non-past t e nse . The 

memb ers of the p ronoun s e t s  l i s ted ( - k u , - a k ,  s i kw a k )  are firs t -p erson­

s ingular . 

2 6 .  The morphemes abo ve the gramma t i cal s lot boxes in figure 2 repre sent 

s e t s  o f  case-marking verbal affixe s . Each c ase is real i z e d  by j u st one 

o f  the s et s .  The solid l ine going from the Verb grammatical s l o t  shows 

t hat these morpheme s are affixed to  t he verb ; the b roken line going 

from the Sub j e c t  grammat ical slot show t hat the mo rpheme s mark t he case 

o f  the Subj ec t .  
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C in a prefix means l engthen the first consonant o f  the s t em to 

whic h  i t  is affixed . � represent s  a velar nasal which a s s imil at e s  

with the first c onsonant o f  a stem in several predi ctable way s . 

The ' unordered upward or ' not ations ( Lamb , 1 9 6 6 : 9 ) above the Sub j e c t  

and Obj ec t  s l o t s  indicate that only o n e  o f  t h e  above may be  selected 

i n  a given c laus e .  

Fi gure 2 fai l s  t o  illustrat e two things . One , that any case s ememe 

s e l e c ted for Sub j e c t  slot c annot b e  real i z e d  in any other s lot  in t he 

s ame c lause . Two , that there c an be mo re than one Obj e ct in a c laus e ,  

but they c annot b e  the same case ( se e  4 . 5 . ) .  Not more than two Obj e c t s  

have b e en ob s e rved i n  any c lause . Note that Benefac t ive c a s e  s ememe i s  

the only one real i z ed o nly in Subj e c t  slot . 

The morpheme i introduces p roper names ,  which may o c cur in the Agent , 

Subj e c t ,  or Ob j ect grammat i cal slot s .  Context disambi guates the case 

relat ionship between the person name s and the verb . 

2 7 . I h ave t rans lated this Ga ' dang c lause with an English act i ve c laus e . 

But t rans lating a s  active in Engl ish give s the impress ion t hat t he actor 

fi l l s  the Subj e c t  s lot , so  the Sub j ect is  given in c ap i t al s  in this and 

t h e  fo l lowing ex amples . 

To translate into English ac tive or p a s s i ve would result in all 

Ga ' dang c lauses exc ept tho se with Nominative - Sub j e c t  be ing expre s s ed 

as pass ives in English . I t  i s  better to think o f  them as Nominat ive­

Sub j e c t  c lause , etc . , rather than ac t ive and p as s ive . 

The English pas sive i s  perhaps an acc eptable const ruct ion to t rans­

late Ga ' dang I ns trumental- , Benefact ive- , or Ori entat ional -Subj e c t  

c lauses b ecause they are s omehow l e s s  verb al o r  ac t ive than the othe rs . 

An area o f  s imilarity between the s e  three and the English p a s sive i s  

t h e  unnaturalnes s of  adding any o f  t h e  optional nominal complement s t o  

the c laus e .  Verb + Agent + Subj ect  i s  t h e  norm for these thre e i n  

Ga ' dan g ;  Subj ect + Verb + Agent i s  t h e  norm for the English pass ive . 

2 8 .  ' Range ' was the t e rm  s e l ec ted by Anne West ( 19 7 3 : 11 5 )  to d e s c ribe 

the s i tuational rol e  of t he noun ( in Subj ect  s lo t )  when - a n  was suffixed 

to the verb . Her comme nt s also show how the meanings o f  verb stems 

interp lay with the c as e-markers to produce some unusual usage s . 

2 9 . Anne West ( 1 9 7 3 : 11 3 )  and D .  Lee Ballard ( 19 74 : 19 2 )  h ave de fined 

i - construct ions s imilarly . Ballard observed that t he ' common denom­

inator ' of  i - construct ions ' i s the positioning of one thing to another 

thing , one event t o  another event , or one thing to an event . '  
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