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The Quarrels among the Buddhists in the Beginning
of the Ch’ing Dynasty

by Ch’en Yilan

The author, in his ‘ ‘Buddhism in Yiinnan and Kueichow at the end of the
Ming Dynasty” (Fu Jen Monograph No. 6. June 1940), devoted one chapter
to the quarrels among the various Buddhist schools. As that work covers only
the Buddhists in Yinnan and Kueichow, nothing was mentioned concerning the
quarrels “among those in Southeastern China. The present work, consisting of
some 30000 words and divided into 3 volumes and 10 chapters, gives a full
account of the disputes between the Lin Chi School and the Tsao Tung School
(Vol.l.); the Tien T’ung School and the San Feng School (Vol. II.); the ‘Ku
Kuo’ School (i.e. those who remained loyal to the Ming Dynasty) and the ‘Hsin
Ch’ao’ School (i.e. those who had yielded to the Manchus) (Vol. II[.); as well
as the quarrels among the adherents of the ‘Hsin Ch’ao’ School itself. The Lin Chi
and Tsao Tung School quarreled over the problems of orthodoxy; the contention
between the Tien T’ung and San Feng School was at first about doctrinal points

but later on degenerated into acrimonious wrangling; and the contest between the
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‘Ku Kuo’ and "Hsin Ch’ao’ School was nothing more edifying than a struggie for

mundane power, This story of quarrels among Buddhists has shown once more
that, though politics and religion belong to different plane, actually there have been

and always will be actions and reactions between them.







