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Prose No. 10 

The human ego is, of course, an illusion, the end-result of all 
the perceptions we have ever had and of their interactions. It 
must therefore disappear when we die. Although this idea should be 
obvious it fails to flatter human self-importance and is consequently 
discarded in favour of the more reassuring notion that there is in 
our heads a thing which perceives, that is our true self, driving the 
contraption we call the body. At death this thing, called in 
religion the soul, must necessarily leave the corpse and float away 
to an unspecified destination. 

There is no doubt at all that those who cling to this belief 
will in future quote the findings of Recollections of Death in 
support of their arguments, in spite of the fact that the book was 
not written with that purpose in mind. It is, as its title 
indicates, an investigation into a curious phenomenon, which has come 
to notice as a result of the development of medical techniques for 
the resuscitation of people who have approached the point of death. 
Some of these patients (thirty-four out of seventy-eight in the 
series described in the book) .report one or both of two kinds of 
"Near-Death Experience" or "NDE". In the first, the "Autoscopic 
Experience", the typical report states that the patient left his body 
and took up a position near the ceiling, from where he was able to 
watch and hear the efforts of the medical team to revive him. In 
the second type, the "Transcendental Experience", the reports 
describe bright lights, peaceful sensations, beautiful landscapes, 
and meetings with dead relatives, and, in one case, with Jesus Christ 
in person. 

J.F. Watkins: "On the point of going" (in The Times Litercrr'y 
Supplement, No. 4121, 26 March 1982) 
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Prose No. 10: a possible version 

Le moi n'est, bien entendu, qu'une chimere, l'agregat forme par 

toutes les perceptions qui se soient jamais produites en nous et par 

leurs interactions. 11 s'ensuit que cela est appele a s'aneantir 

en meme temps que nous. Or, c'est la une idee qui, si evidente 

qu'elle puisse etre, ne flatte pas notre fatuite. Nous la rejetons, 

done, preferant accueillir l'opinion plus rassurante selon laquelle 

il y aurait dans notre tete une chose qui per~oit, autrement dit 

notre vrai moi, et qui fait marcher cette mecanique qu'est notre 

corps. Survient la mort, et cette chose, denommee en religion 

l'ame, doit fatalement quitter le cadavre pour s'envoler vers quelque 

incertaine destination. 

11 est impossible de douter que ceux qui s'accrochent encore a 

cette croyance citeront desormais a l'appui de leurs arguments les 

donnees de Souvenirs de Za mort - et ce, malgre que le livre n'ait 

pas ete ecrit dans cette intention. Caril s'agit au contraire, 

comme le titre laisse prevoir, d'une enquete sur un phenomene curieux 

que l'on constate depuis quelque temps suivant l'amelioration des 

techniques medicales elaborees pour reanimer ceux qui ont failli mourir. 
,,.-;.. , 

Quelques-uns de ces malades, trente-quatre sur 1 1a· groupe des soixante-
' ~ 

dix-huit decrit dans le livre, racontent l'une ou l'autre, et parfois 
\ -

l'une et l'autre, des deux "Experiences de la pseudo-mort" (EPM). ~ 

D'une part, il ya l'experience dite autoscopique, dont le recit type 

rapporte que le malade a quitte son corps pour prendre position pres du 

plafond, d'ou il a pu regarder et ecouter les efforts de l'equipe 

medicale essayant de le ressusciter. D'autre part, nous avons l'experience 

dite transcendantale, ou il est question de lumieres vives, de sensations 

paisibles, de paysages delicieux, de reunions avec des parents morts 

l'un des recits parle meme d'une rencontre avec .•• Jesus-Christ en 

personne. 
f 
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prose no. 16 approximately 

On donne trop souvent helas! l•impression que, pour 
enseigner aux eleves l•art de ' bien- ecrire, il suffit de leur 
apprendre a ~~er, de fa90~ esthetique et correct$, des mots 
et des tournures, qu~l qu~ soit le sujet auquel ceux-ci sont 

, li,-,., ' .J - f\h.J..t;., •.. 
consacres. Ainsi, ·quazidt ils seront livres a eux-memes et 
qu•il s•agira soit d•exprimer une reflexion historique ou 
critique, soit de rediger une composition libre, ils se 
trouveront a mane de produire des series toutes faites de mots 
et de tournures, les uns aussi ·correct es et esth_e'tiq1,1es que 

' __ , Al" ~ r-'- ' les autres. Selon cette hypothese, ce que l•on aemande a 
~ l•eleve c•est de fa9onner des recipients linguistiques de 

fonne irreprochable, _dans ~esquels il n•aura desormais qu•a 
µ- ~ · a.4.:~ _._..:,-,1__, 

couler aisement sa· pensee. Or c•est la une notion dont la 
faussete est d•une flagrance a se passer de commentaire. 
D•ailleurs !_ c•est sans doute pour cette raison que ceux qui en 

h-.A-· 
sont les itena.~ts ne l•avouent jamais ouvertement. N•empeche 
qu• elle est responsable du_ fai t que l • on gaspille pas mal/ de . 

c.--,, ~ ~ r,' a.t~ ,N~ ~ a;..-~-: c,.../P-: L.-_ temps a faire collection d•absurdes periodes elegantes, tirees ,.,.,..;;_1:J'..1!,: 
des oeuvres de prosateurs dits classiques, dont on se servira, 
machinalement, comme de modeles. Responsable de ces 
•redactions• futiles, pour les besoins desquelles on demande 
aux eleves de pondre deux ou trois feuilles remplies de 
verbiage coquet et convenable et consacre a n•importe quoi. 
Responsable, egalement, de toute cette recherche guindee du 
•beau style• qui n•est que trop connue aux jurys d•examina­
teurs. Et responsable surtout de l•erreur ou se complaisent 
trop d•eleves et qui consiste a croire que bieµ ecrire ~evient 

Ci!I ::i.:, - ~ ,d r a jongler mysterieusement avec les mots sans ·qu•il y ait~ de 
rapport avec leur capacite reelle de reflechir et de reagir 

~:.;......._;JJ_ ,, 
de fa9on _interessee et interessantel devant te monde qui 
1 es en tour e. ¼,._ /Nvv'.~ • 
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Passage done in class 6/4/83 ,j '\l~ 

Josephine hoped to persuade ·Napoleon that, although they could 

. ;~::::~~:!:~~~~:Il ;:r~i:w~:;:~=~: ~:;i;:r:~~~!~ ~;~d~e:;!~f :~t ~~: • ,_i·;,~:_:.:_._·_:_;·;······.:,_~:;·,:I.~.~ 

her pJ.an for he, too, accepted that his wife was now too oJ.d to have . 
children. He also believed thc1.t he was sterile and did not treat . , :·•· • 
seriously Lucien' s malic i.o us suggestion that he should divorce 
Josephine, marry a Spanish Infanta and establish a dynasty of his own. 
The unwilling Hortense was coerced by her mother into accepting Louis' 
proposal and the engagement was formally announced in October. 

The Bonapartes were furious at the success of Josephine's intrigue 
and were under no illusions as to what prompted it . But rage though 
they did, Louis stood his ground, insisting he was in love with 
Hortense, and the plans for the marriage went ahead . Caroline was 
probably warned by her family that her former close friendship with 
Josephine and Hortense was a betrayal of Bonaparte interests. Did 
she realise that any children Louis and Hortense might have would usurp 
the rights of her o~m dearly loved son and child to be? Lucien, · ~~o 
returned Josephine's detestation of him, probably convinced Caroline, 
in his vehement, highly articulate: way, that J'osephine and her children 
meant to oust them completely from Na1,'0leon' s favour. Caroline had . 
always been jealotis of Hortense, both for appropriating her position as 
the youngest girl in the family and because she had been held up as a 
model for her to imitate. She now had this jealousy blown upo_n by 
Joseph, Lucien and Elisa and stirred into resentment. 

Joan Bear: Caroline Nur.::t 
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