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MAIN FEATURES

a
Number of dwelling units commenced
The total number of dwelling units commenced in New South Wales in March 1991 (2389) was 10% higher 
than the previous month (2,637) and 4% lower than March 1990 (3,01S). The number of dwelling units com­
menced in Sydney Statistical Division in March 1991 (1,186) was 3% lower than the previous month (1,228). 
The number of public sector dwellings commenced in March 1991 (90) is apart from February 1991, the lowest 
since December 1989.

Number of houses commenced ' ■
The number of houses commenced in New South Wales in March 1991 (2,185) increased by 8% from 
February s figure of 2,017, while in Sydney Statistical Division there was a decrease of 12% (from 907 to 801).
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INQUIRIES: • for further irformation about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished .statistics, contact Geoff Howat on (02) 268 4610.

• for irformatton about other ABS stcuistics and services please refer to die back of this publication.
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NOTES

The statistics on dwelling unit commencements are compiled from data supplied in monthly reports provided by local 
and other government authorities.The statistics relate to the number of new dwelling units reported as commencements 
of new houses and new other residential buildings.

Explanatoy notes are provided at the back of this publication.

JOHN WILSON i
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician

Unpublished data

The ABS can make available certain dwelling commcncement.s data which arc not published, such as floor area, 
material of roof and floor, sub-LOA level data and value ranges. Where it i.s not practicable to provide the required 
information by telephone, data can be provided in the following forms:

• photocopy;

microfiche:

computer printout; and

• clerically extracted tabulation

A charge may be made for providing unpublished information in these fomis.

For further details please telephone Geoff Howat on (02) 268 4610.
B
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Period

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

1990— 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 

November (t) 
December

7991— 
January 
February 
March

TABLE I. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED

Private sector

Other 
residential 

Houses buildings

27.561 
32,450 
25.048

7.497
11,184
10,406

Period

I 1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

■ 1990—
April

. May 
Jvne 
July 
August 
Si^xember 
October 
Nervember (a) 
December

1991— 
January 
February 
March

(Number of dWiag ualti)

Public Jtclor

Total

35.058
43,634
35.454

Total

Other 
residential 

Houses buildings Total

Other 
residential 

Houses buildings Total
481 
626 
46?

2366
1,963
2.462

2,747 
2389
2,925

28,042
33,076 
25.511

9.763
13.147
12.868

37.805
46,223
38.379

1,338 
2,271 
2,118 
1,968 
1,802 
1,492 
1^4

2.501

461 
896
779 
705 
71TJ 
693 
460 

1,^557
878

1,799 
3,167 
2.897 
2.671 
2309 
2,185 
1.714 
W 
3:579

42
34
26
77
15

74 ®

"ST
48

89 
133 
386 
251 
156 
140
43 
K 

228

131 
167 
412 
328 
171
140 
117 
TH 
276

1,380 
2,305 
2,144 
2,045 
1,817 
1,492 
1,328

2.549

550 
1,029 
1.165

954 
863 
833
503 

1,189 
1.106

1,930 
3.334 
3,309 
2.999 
2,680 
2,325
1.831 
3,266 
3,655

2.025
2.009
2,147

949
570
652

2,974
2,579
2,799

3
8

38

324
50
52

327 
Q.58 

90

2.028
2,017
2.185

U73 
620 
704

3,301 
2,637 
2,889

TABLE 2, DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN SELECTED STATISTICAL DIVISIONS

Private sector

Other 
residential 

Houses buildings

15.772
15,633
10,404

4.762
6,424
6.075

(Number of dwHHng units)

Public stetor

Total Houses

Other 
residential 

buildings Total

Total

Other 
residential 

Houses buildups Total

SYDNEY STATISTICAL DIVISION

20.534 
22,057 
16,479

286
217
161

1,902
1322
1368

2,188
1.739
1.728

16,058
15,850
10,564

6.664
7.946
7,643

22,722
23,796
18.207

508 
985

1,047 
887 
785 
612
508 
749
885

280
504
509
449
460
447
239
549
438

788 
1,489 
1356 
1336 
1345 
1,059

747 
1398 
1323

20

21
40

66
10
48

89
33

307 
200 
134 
140

91 
145

109 
33

328 
240 
134 
140 
109 
101

528 
985

1,068 
927
785 
612

: 759

1.032 
907 
801

553
301
344

1385
1,208
1,145

1 297
20
41

298
20
41

(a) Sreak in lenes. See pangnph 2 of the ExpUniiary Noles.

1,033 
907
801

369 
537
816 
649 
594 
587
282 
640
583

850
321
385

897 
1.522 
1,884 
1376 
1.379 
1,199

1,399 
1.516

1,883
1.228
1.186
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TABLE 2. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED IN SELECTED STATISTICAL DIVISIONS

Prnat9 Mct»

(N—Mr ■■to)

Public sector Total

Ptriod

Othtr 
rasidaniial 

fiouset buildings Total

Othtr 
rtsidtniiai 

Houstj buildings Total

Othar 
rtsidtniial 

Houses buildings Total

1987-88
1988-80
1989-90

HUNTER STATISTICAL DIVISION

2.169
3.228
2,740

312
647
977

2.481 
3,875 
3.717

46
46
28

113
150
237

159
196
253

2.215
3,274
2,768

425
797

1,202

2.640
4.071
3,970

1990— 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November (a) 
December

118 
256 
174 
166 
180 
130 
158 

"ST 
332

31 
37 
71 
18 
41 
53 
21 

n?

149 
293 
245 
184
221 
183 
179 
347
414

3 
2

3

20 
66 
12
20

27 
67
15 
22

6
28

9
28

118 
263 
175 
169 
182
130 
la 
233 
332

31
57

137
30
61
53
21

123
110

149 
320 
312 
199 
243 
183 
179 
356 
442

1991— 
Jnuary 
February 
March

99
221
397

47
89
82

146
310
479

12
30 

8

12
30

8

99
221
397

59 
119
90

158
340
487

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

2.491
3.442
2.678

413
598
590

ILLAWARRA STATIS’nCAL DIVISION

2.904
4.040
3.268

13
38
32

94
47

198

107
85

230

2,504
3.480
2.702

507
645
780

3.011
4.125
3.482

1990- 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
Sqscmbcx 
October 
November (a) 
December

1991— 
January 
February 
March

1967-88
1988-89
1989-90

1990- 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November (a) 
December

1991— 
Jsmuaiy 
February 
March

132 
186
176 
198 
177
151
121 
200
208

258
255
139

7.129
10.147
9,226

580 
844 
721
717 
660 
599
111 
870

1,076

636
626
810

38
41
13
16
43
35

45
22

40
31
18

2.010 
3315
2,765

112 
314 
186 
220 
163 
158 
119 
381 
336

309 
149 
2(»

170 
227 
189 
214 
220 
186

745 
230

298
286
157

3
1
1
4

3

14

21

55
14 
55

0

135 
187 
176
202 
177 
151

214 
208

38
41
13
16
43
35
41
45
77

173
228
189
218
220
186

259
285

15

21

258
255
160

55
31
18

313
286
178

BALANCE OF NEW SOUTH WALES

9,139
13,662
11,991

692 
1,158

907 
937
823 
757 
532

1,251 
1.412

945
775

1.018
(a) Break in aecea. See paragraph 2 of the Explanatory Netee.

136
325
251

157
244
493

293
569
730

7.265
10,472
9,477

2,167 
3,759 
3,244

9.432 
14,231 
12,720

19
26

4
30
13

14 
80 
13
39 

2

19 
106

17 
69
15

8

2
8

17 3

8
T

2
8

20

599 
870
725 
747
673 
599 
421 

-ST?
1,076

112 
394 
199 
259 
165 
158 
119 
53T 
336

711 
1,264

924
1,006 

838
757
540

I .'ST 
1.412

638
634
827

309
149
211

947
783

1,038
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Ptriod

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

/99£J— 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November (b) 
December

1991— 
January 
February 
March .

1987-88 
1988-89 , 
1989-90

1990— 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November (b) 
December

1991— 
January 
February 
March

1987-88
1988-89
1989-90

1990— 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November (b) 
December

/99/— 
January 
February 
March

TABLE 3. HOUSES COMMENCED, BY MATERIAL OF OUTER WALLS

Double 
brick (a)

3,583
4.627
3,658

259 
403
348 
318 
272 
229
189 
364
351

210
303
297

39
26
6

3,622
4,653
3,664

259 
403 
348 
318 
272 
229 
139 

■5S4 

351

210
303
298

Brick vtfucr Fibre cement Timber
Other and 
not staled Total

PRIVATE SECTOR

20,911
23,909
17,627

1,416 
1.887 
1.806

1.387
1,710
1,655

264
317
302

27461 
32.450 
25.048

891 
1,559 
1,524 
1,376 
1,274 
1,044

885 
l.W 
1,703

1.555
1,421
1.539

PUBUC sector
400
561
427

40 
33
25 
75
15

74
IT
48

3
8

36

TOTAL

21,311
24.470
18,054

931 
1.592 
1,549 
1.451 
1,289 
1,044

959 
1.414 
1,751

1.558
1.429
1.575

82 
142 
111 
121 
no 
106
91

204

89 
148 
no 
137 
119
91 
71

152 
205

17 
19 
25
16 
27
22
18 in* 
38

1338 
2371 
2.118 
1,968 
1,802
1.492 
1354 
57535" 
2301

124
131
153

107
131
113

29
23
45

2.025
2.009
2,147

13
14
4

27
20
29

2
5
2

481
626
463

I

1

2 
2
2
2
2

42 
34
26 
77
15

74
28
48

3
8

38

1,429
1,901
1,809

1.414
1.730
1,680

266
322
304

28,042
33,076 
25.511

82 
143 
112 
121 
no 
106
91 lit 

204

91 
148 
no 
139 
119
91 
71

136 
205

17 
19
25
16
27
22
18
5o
38

1380 
2305 
2,144 
2,045 
1,817 
1,492
1.328

2.549

124
131
154

107
131
113

29
23
45

2.028
2,017
2.185

(a) Include* house cwiatiucted with outer walk of atone or concrete, (b) Break in sene*. See paragraph 2 of the Explanatory Noto*.
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Staiisticai <iivigu>a

Double 
brick

TABLE 4. HOUSES COMMENCED IN STATISTICAL DIVISIONS

February 199 J March 1991

Brick Fibre
(a) veneer cement Timber

Other 
and not 

stated Total

Doable 
brick Bruk Fibre

(a) veneer cement Timber

Other 
and not 

stated Total

Sydney 
Hunter
Qlawanv
Richmond — Tweed 
Mid-North Coast 
Northern
North Western 
Central West 
South Eastern 
Mumimbtdgee 
Murray 
Far West

PRIVATE SECTOR

New South Wales

Sydney 
Hunter 
lUawarra
Richmond Tweed 
Mid-North Coast 
Northern
North Western 
Central West 
South Eastern 
Murrumbidgee 
Murray 
Far West

New South Wales

SydMy
Hunter 
niawarra 
Richmond — Tweed 
Mid-North Coast 
Northern 
North Western 
Central West 
South Eastern 
Muman bidgee 
Murray 
Far West

New South Wales

137 
23
16 
27
37 
23

4 
7

13 
3

13

708 
149
207
50 
59
44
47
32
55
40
30

22
26
15
6

10
6
5
9

22
7
3

33
21
14
14
19
7
8

11 
4

7 
2
3 
3
3

1 
2

907
221
255
100
128

81
65
49

103
54
46

128
27
9 

25 
58
9
3
4

22
6

24
1

629 
290 
108
50 

172
49 
36
42 
65
69 
23
6

15
54
17
5

14
13
5

15
7
5
3

26 
15
3 

13 
35
4
2
1

11
2

3 
11
2 
2
5

2

1

801
397
139
95

284
75
46
62

107
82
52
7

L421 131 131 23 2,009 316 133^ 153 113 26 2,147

PUBLIC SECTOR

8

8

303 L429 131

303

137
23
16
27
37
23

4
7

13
3

13

708
149
207
58
59
44
47
32
55
40
30

22 
26
15
6

10
6
5
9

22 
7
3

801 
397
160 
95

284 
76
48 
62

107

(a) locludM houses consmtcUKl with outer waUs of stone or conente.



Statistical area

Botany (M) 
Leichhardt (M) 
Marhckville (M) 
South Sydney (C) 
Sydney (C) — Inner A

Remainder 
Inner Sydney (SSD)

Randwick (M) 
Wavericy (M) 
WooUahra (M) 
Eastern Suburbs (SSD)

HuntviUe (Q
Kogarah (M)
Rockdale (M)
Sutherland (S)
5r George — Suiherland (SSD)

Bankstown (C)
Canterbury (M)
Canterbury—Banhston/n (SSD)

Fairfield (C) 
Uvcrpo<4 (C) .11*
Fairfield -^Liverpool (SSD) .

Camden (M) 
Campbelltown (C) 
WoUondiUy (S) 
Older South

Western Sydney (SSD)

Ashfield (M) 
Burwood (M) 
Qxicord (M) 
Drummc^ne (M) 
Strathfteld (M) 
Inner Western Sydney (SSD)

TABLE 5. DWELLING UNFfS COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN mTISTICAL LOCAL AREAS 
(Number of dwelling units)

Housts Othtr rtsuUniiai buiietingg Total

1990 I99i 1990 1991 1990 i99i

Oct. Nov. (a) Dec. Jan. Ftb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (al Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dac. Jan. Ftb. Mar.

1
5
2 1 

2
1

I

1

3
3

2 7 2 6

9 7

9
8

76

4
2
5

77

3
1
4
5

11 19

SYDNEY STATISTICAL DIVISION

3

1

4

1 
5

3
24
25

5
28
44

5
20
25

29
30

6
79

104

7 
31

1 
21
72

9
3

72

18

22

16

16

15

IS

11
11
22

23
8

57

22
60

5 
33 
55

80
119

19
138

21
37
58

47
31
75

44
54
6

104

2

5

10

(a) See pan^nph 2 of the Note*

54
112
72

238

3 
I 
I 
5

11

34
71
19

19
5

34
64
26

35
71
21

124 24 124 727

15 
4
6

3

25 3

3

3

25
12
9

46

20

92
6

16 
5 
6

5
2

3

21 
2
1

1

93

3
9

3

20 92 6 27 10 24 94 12 4

16
3

19

2

2

27

31

12

12

32
13
17
62

20
5
5

30

4 5

4
10

8
Tl

36

2 
3
1 
I

7

1

3

2
2
3

14
27

8 
3
6

77

16

20

2 
21 
25

6

6

18
55

97 37 9

65
755

10
51
61

61 
75«

12

49

12
24
49

9
6

30
45

29
55

5
93

752

15
71
56

9n 56

1
90

755

18
79

153

16
41
19
45

727

27
3

30

n 
37

2
12
43

57

4
1
5

8 
36 
44

29
29

18

22

20
20

80

80

49
33
52

2
18
20

25
7

52

45
7

52

24
36
60

95

95

60
44

704

25
26
57

65
24
89

14
6

20
31 
57

40
43
83

5
70
75

109
109

184
43

227

35
43
78

41
62

109

6

6

6
13

19

18

6

6

4

44
60
6

56 
124 
115

34
89
23

19
11

34
70
39

35 
n
21

no 295 146 30 143 133

I

5 
1

10

3 
I 
I 
9
2 

76

2 
3

2Q 
27

4
1

18
27

4
2
2
3

14
25



TABLE 5. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS
______________________ (Number o< dwelling units)

Othtr rtsidtniial buildings Total

1990 1991 1990 1991 1990 1991

Feb. Mar.
Staiulicai arta Oct. Nov. (a) Dtc. Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dee. Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dec. Jan.

SYDNEY STATISTICAL DIVISION

M

1

Auburn (M) 
Hoiroyd(M) 
Pammatu (C)
Central

S?*'

Western Sydney (SSD^

Blue Muunuini (C)
Hswkesbury (C)nswKesbuq 
PmriihCQ
Ou/<r Sydney (SSDJ

Baulkham Hills (S) 
Blacktown (C) 
Blacktown

Baulkham Hills (SSD)

Hunter's Hill (M) 
Lane Cove (M) 
Moaman (M) 
North Sydney (M) 
Ryde (M) 
WiUoughby (Q 
Lower NortMrn Sytbtey (SSD)

Hornsby (S)
Kuring-gai (M)
Hornsby—Ku-ring-gai (SSDJ

Manly (M)
Warringah (S)
Manly— tFarriAga?! (SSD)

Gotford (C)
Wyong (S)
Gosfo^— fSSD)

SYDNEY (SD)

5 
1

6

30
8

19
57

14
71

85

2 
2

10
2

16

43
8

57

5
5

97
32

129

574

(a) See paragraph 2 of the Explanatory Notea.

5 
6

11

11

19
90

55
36

91

1 
4
2 
2
2 
8

79

35
12
47

13
14

81
30

7/7

759

17

17

18
63

81

182

182

3

3 
10
3

27

7\
12
83

11
77

77
194
277

933

3 tl

12

45
161

206

526

526

10

11

19

19

3

3

52
52

1.033

1 
8 
8

17

20

20

45
86
14

14
21
20

5
21

5
51

103
14

17 11 
1

I 
29 
28

45 JOO 14 41 26 56 117 17 12 58

21
38 

181 
240

32
39
53

124

2

2
40
40

24 80

24 80

12
21
33

32
17
9

58

30
10
19
59

11

119 
7.0

18
87

105

91
54

145

5
6
3

76

54
1

55

5 
6

90
18

708

907

35
121

156

2

4
6

14

24
8

32

1
10
77

1 
108 
/0»

SOI

44

44

10

10

42

42

68
2

70

282

31
23

54

2

2

34

34

19
23

85
41

126

640

50

50

8
18
6

32

57
8

65

2 
2

69
26
95

583

235

235

2
12

14

31

31

32
11
43

850

4

3

3

10
20
30

39
12
57

321

36

36

5 
12 
12 
29

44
14
58

3

3

2
17
79

385

14
115

129

2 
2

20
2

26

85
8

93

5

165
34

799

856

86
59 232

145 232

45
241

286

21
50

202 
273

64
56
62

182

761

761

91
58

35
157

149 192

4
4
2
2
8

21

69
12
87

5 
32 
37

166
71

237

1399

3

1 
11 
28
9 

53

2
22 

1

25

1

5
9
3

79

2
1
9

18
13
43

oo

128
20

148

23

23

64
21
35

68
22
90

13
73

34

34

5
5

10
10
74

146
220
366

32
63
95

129
30

759

3
125 
725

I3I6 I.8S3 U2S 1486



Statistical area

2
Cessnock (C) 
Lake Macquarie (C) 
Maitland (C) 
Newcastle (C) — Inner &

Remainder
Pon Stephens (S) 
Newcastle (SSD)

Dungog (S) 
Gloucester (S) 
Great Lakes (S) 
Merriwa (S) 
Murruiundi (S) 
Muswellbroi^ (S) 

Scoi^ (S)
Singleton (S) 
Hunter SD Balance (SSD)

HUNTER (SD)

Kiama (M) 
Shcliliartxxir (M) 
WoUengong (C) 
Wo77ongong (SSD)

Shoalhaven (C) 
Wingccarhbec (S) 
lllawarra SD Balance (SSD)

ILLAWARRA (SD)

TABLE 5. DWELLING UNO'S COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN STATIST ICAI. LOCAL ARF^S -c»u,»«4 
(Numlxr of dwelling unKa)

1(

J990

Oct, Nov. (a}

16
57
19

32
61
12

Haunts

J991

Dec. Jan. Feb. Mat.

Olhtr rtsidentiai buildings

1990 1991 fl 1990

Total

I99J

Oct. Nov. (a) Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar.

HUM ER STATISTICAL DIVISION

16
48
31

3 21
75
18

18 
217
30

2
16 
2
7

12
5

12
5

64 48
2

16
59
19

48
63
19

16
60
36

3
12 

1

26 
139

18

18 
265
32

15
30

737

79
21

205

6 
71 

772

44
9

57

18
32

164

20
33

319

8
9

79

88
6 

779

8
52
77

25
2

39

32
11

772

16
16
92

23
39

756

167
27

324

14
123
249

fJ) 
11 
96

50
43

276

36
49

400

5
7

9
4
2

3
6

71 29 
1

4 4
8

2/ 29

3
3

74
160

2

10
42

15S 233 332 99

12

It
1

3
6

33 21 20
2 
6

5 
7

9
4
2

3
6

92 49 
1

12

18
1

3
8

39

10
4

19
57

5
5

26
79

2

2 4

12

J3 20 7 9

221 397 21 123 no 59 119 90

ILLAWARRA STABSTICAL DIVISION

4
6 12

23 32

3
15
74

793

2

to 
62

10

19
64

5
5

26
97

179 356 442 158 340 4S7

II 
16 
25 
52

15
41
53

109

21
50
40

777

2

2

15
30
60

105

18
28

8
54

60
8

69

10
12
17
39

3 
15 
55 
73

15

75

9
8

77

14

14

11
76
33

720

25
53
70

149

24
65
95

784

2 
15

2 
79

15
39
68

722

18 
42

8 
68

98
25

123

64
41

705

55
42
97

246
8 

254

99
51

750

88
18

706

6
7

73
6
6

4

4

175 214 20S 258 255 160 81 45 77

40

40

12 
2

14

2 
2

104
32

136

64
47

777

59
42

707

286
8

294

111
53

764

90
20

770

55 31 18
(a) See paragraph 2 of the Lxpiinaiory Note*.

256 259 285 313 286 178

o

BH



I
Statutical otm

Tweed (S) Pl A 
Tweed Heade (SSD)

Ballina (S) 
Byron (S) 
Casino (M) 
Kyogle(S) 
LiiRKm (C) 
Richmond River (S) 
Tweed (S) Pl B 
7?icAmorkf — Tweerf 

SD Balance (SSD)

TABLE 5. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN STATICTICAL LOCAL AREAS 
(Number of dweHlag urPj)

RICHMOND — TWEED (SD)

Beilingen (S) 
Coffs Harbour (C) 
Copmsxihuret (S) 
GraAon(C) 
Maclean (S) 
Nasnbucca (S) 
Nymboida (S) 
Ulmanra (S) 
Clarence (SSD)

Greater Taree (C)
Hastings (M) 
Kempsey (S) 
Hastings (S^)

MID — NORTH COAST (SD)

Hotats Olfur ruuUniiai buildingj Total

1990 i99l 1990 1991 1990 199i

Oct. Nov. (a) Dtc. Jon. Ptb Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dtc. Jan. Feb Mar. Oct. Nov. (a} Dec. Jan. Feb. Mor.

RICHMOND ~ TWEED STATISTICAL DIVISION

7
7

12
5
2
4

18
7
5

55

60

3 
24

2
3 
7
2

3
44

13

13

57

(a) See paragraph 2 of the Explanatory Notes.

28
28

23 
11
5 
7

51 
8

13

ns

146

10

3
7

IS

17
7

59

31
33
49

113

172

63
65

23
17

4
29
6

36

1J5

178

15
141

3
25

8
5

198

55
51

106

304

«6 
76

29
29
6 
4
2
5

11

86

102

5
28

3 
1
2

6

45

60
34
94

139

26
26

21
21

29
29

102
702

32
52

14
!4

13
13

7
7

51 
57

165
165

48
48

40
40

34
34

15
15
3
5

14
15
15

15 59 It 15

82

108

3
6

33
6

11

74 63

95 63

5
39

55

84

10
2

12

39

141

30 
5

10

45

n

MID-NORTH COAST SI ATISTICAL DIVISION

9 
35

I 
4

20

4
7

80

27

21
48

128

5 3

10

J5

29

2

8

13

26

71 
5
2 
4

22 
7
5

34
11
5

12 
90

8
13

38
17

4
39

8
48

93
34
16

2
5

11

20 
15
3 
5

24 
15
15

18

3
6

35
6

19

116 173 154 131 97 87

123 230 319 179 D7 121

9 
48
4 
6

10 
54

1
8 

740

35
100

9 
144

284

40 2

2 
2

M
2 2

12

3 
24

2 
5
9
2

10

3
7

15

15
181

3
29

5
28

3

9
39

9
50

o

44 23 16
3

48

17
7

59

8
5

242

14

14

18

2

6

45

2\
22

4
7

103

6 
12 
66

I 
8 

756

16
19
24
59

59

7
2

9

53

22 
8

30

30

12

9
27

20
15
5

40

27

27

47
52
73

772

62
53

115

82
42

724

39

30
69

55 
115

14
184

44 56 75 231 357 169 172 340



ii ■

TABLE 5. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS —coMinued 
(Numbo' of dwelliA,{ units)

Houses Other residential buildings Total

Ssesihtical area

Bambt (S) 
Hingan (S) 
Gunnedah (S) 
lnvereU(S)PtA 
ManUU (S) 
Nundle (S) 
Party (S) 
Qiurindi (S) 
Tamworth (C) 
YaUaroi(S)
Northern Slopes (SSD)

Aimidale (C) 
Dumaresq (S) 
Glen Innea (M)
Guyra(S) 
InvereU(S)PtB
Severn (S) 
Tenterfield (S)
UvaUa (S) 
Waldui(S) 
Northern Tablelands (SSD)

Moree Piaini
NambriCS)
North Central Plain (SSD)

NORTHERN (SD)

1990 1991 1990 1991 1990 1991

Oct. No^.(a) Dec. Jan. Mar. Oct. Ntsv. (a) Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dec. Jas^ Feb. May.

1

2

7
3

NORTHERN STATISTICAL DIVISION

6
2

22

34

4
3

26
2

40

3
2
9
3

13

28

58

2 
3

1 
1

I 1

13 
5
2
3

29

14

24

dO

1
3 
5
6

6 2 IO 7

2

7 
3
1

23
1

41

2 4 12 8

6
2

24

8 14 9 14 4 42

4
3

30
2 

so

5
2
9
3

13

40

72

2 
3

I 
11

13 
5

10
3

37

14

28

54

1 
1
3
5
6
5

23
1

45

2 
6
3 
1
2 
7
5

24 
4
6 
3
6

1 
8

16 
1
5
3
2 
8

14
8

2
2

18 
5
1
3

1
5

26 52 S7 7 39

8
1

2 12

2 1

6 
1
7

5
2
7

2

2

3
2
5

2

2

07 105 117 41 81

(a) See pangnph 2 of the Explanauwy Nou*.

2 
5
3 
5
3

32

2 5
2

2 
2
6
3
1 
2
7
5

36 
4
8
3 
8

8

16 
I 
5 
3
7 
8

14 
8

1 
1 
2
2

18 
5

3

7
5

2 16 5 13 28 68 62 7 39

12 
1

11 
1
2 
7
3
5 
3

45

1

2

3

70 10 20

2

2
5
5

7

7

3 0
1
7

2
7

4 3
7

10

9

9

5

6

21 13 21 20 77 125 138 54 102 96



Statistical arta

Coolah (S) 
Coonabarabnin (S) 
Dubbo(C)
Gilgaiidra (S) 
Mudgee (S) 
Narromine (S) 
Wellington (S) 
Central Macquarie (SSD)

Bogan (S)
Coonamble (S)
Walgeu (S)
Warren (S)
Macquarie Barwon (SSD)

Bourke (S) 
Brewarrina (S)
Cobar (S) 
Upper Darling (SSD)

NORTH WESTERN (SD)

HI i

TABLE 5. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS -continued 
(Number of dwelUng units)

Eouses Ot/ur rtsuitntial buildings Tffiat

J990 1991 199iJ 1991 1990 1991

Oct. Nev. (a) Dtc. Jan. Fab. Mar Oct. Nev. (a) Dtc. Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dec. Jan Feb. Mar.

NORTH WESTERN STATISTICAL DIVISION

2
17

15 
5
1

42

2

3

5

1

48

(a) See puagnph 2 Expliniiory Noiea

4
6

24

2
6

42

5

5

2

so

I 
4

39

56

7 
108

18 
/8

126

3
2

2 
2
4

17

2 
2b
2

18
6
2

56

16

7
3
3

30

2

2

9
9

28

2

2

23

23

14

21

35

g 8 6

2
2

19

4
6

47

12

20 9

2
2
2

12

15 
5
1

44

2
6

65

4
53

1
77

3
2

12
2
2

16

143 37

2
34
2

18
6
2

6<^

22

9
5
5

42

2
1

5
9

1
8
1

10

8
9

65 48 2

2
2

2

3
2 
5

2
2 
1

2 2 5 7 2
5 
8

1

25 35 20 8 14

1 2 18 
/8

9
9

10

12

8
9

Ki

50 75 161 48 73 62



TABLE 5. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTUL BUILDING IN STATISTICAL LOCAL AREAS —
(Number ot dwelling units)

1990

Statistical area Oct. Nov. (a)

Houses

Dec. Jan.

1991

Feb. Mar.

Other ruidetttiai buikUngs

1990

Oct. Nov. (a) Dec. Jan.

CENTRAL WEST STATISTICAL DIVISION

1991

Feb. Mar.

1990

Oct. Nov. (ai

Total

Dec. Jan.

1991

Feb. Mar.

Bathunt (C) 
Blayney (S) Pl A 
Cabonne (S) Pi A 
Evans (S) Pl A 
Orange (Q 
Bathurst — Orange (SSD)

5 
1
1
1

15 
23

23

6
30

1 
6 
7

26
2

21
35

I
10 
39

12
3
2

15 2 7Q
8

9 8 3

6
23

1 
7 

23 2
2

72
14
22 9

6
14 3

7
1 
1
1

15 
25

93
14
1

35
2

8 
102

35 
57

1 
10 
48

20 
3
2

X2 
J7

18

7
26

{3) Pt B 
Cabonne (S) Pl B 
Evans (S) Pl B 
Greater Lithgow (C) 
Oberon (S) 
Rybtone (S) 
Central Tablelands (excl. 

Bathurst Orazige) (SSD)

1 3 3

2 
1

3
11

2

8
18

4 7
5

4
4

2
7

3
11

2

8
18

8 7
5

1 
4 
4

10 16 29 7 12 10 4 10 16 29 11 12 10

Bland (S) 
Cabonne (S) Pl C 
Cowra (S) 
Forbes (S) 
Uchlan (S) 
Parkes (S) 
Weddin (S> 
Lachlan (^D)

1 
2 
7

2

CENTRAL WEST (SD)

2
2

15

48

(t) S«e paragraph 2 of the Esptanalory Note*.

3
2
2

14
6

33

79

5 
8
4
3

15

35

99

2

I
1

I 
7 
3

2

14

50 49

13 10 2 2
2 
1

2

9
6

29

62 2

2 1
2 
2

12

84

2 9 15

17
2
2

16
6

45

5
10
4
3

15

37

2 1 
7 
3

2

1 
74

24 13 14 12 SO 163 123 63 63

15

16
6

38

74



Statistical area

Queanbeyan (C) 
(SSD)

Boorowa (S) 
Crookwell (S) 
Goulbom (C) 
Cunning ($} 
Harden (S) 
xMulwaree (S) 
Tallaganda (S) 
Yarrowlumla ($) 
Yass (S)
Young (S)

Tablelands 
(ejicl. Queanbeyan) (SSD)

Bega Valley (S) 
Eurotxxlalla (S) 
Lower South Coast (SSD)

Bombala (S)
Cooma — Monaro (S)
Snowy River (S) 
Snowy (SSD)

SOUTH EASI'ERN (SD)

TABLE S. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN STATISTICAL LtK AL AREAS 
(Number cH dwelling units)

HoiAses Other retide/Uial buildings Total

1990 J 99 J 1990 i99J i990 1991

Oct. Nov. (a) Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dec Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) D^r. Jan. Feb. Mar.

SOUTH EASTERN STAlTSnCAL DIVISION

2 
2

2

3 
1
5 
5
5

25

2 
35
57

3 
3
7

69

(a) See pamjniph 2 of the Explanatory Notes.

3

2
7
7
3
3
3
3

17
1
9

55

H 
52 
63

10
3

75

134

25
25

3
8
3
2

5
16
11
4

56

13
53
66

147

31
31

20
20

14
14

28
28

13
13

9
9

2 
2

10
10

2 
2

31 
57

3% 
58

40
40

22
22

24
24

1
4
2 
2
3 
3
7
6

3 
9
3 
2

18 
1

11

1 
2
7 
1

6

1 3

6
8
6 7

2
14

29 50 J7 U 16

25
2

8
3
1 
5

2
7

11
3
3
3
3

17

16

33 23 66

3
8
3

4
5

18
25
4

4

2
3
3

15
6

3
9
3
2

18

11

3

72 62 50

1
2 
7

6

6
8
6

37

II 
10 
27

1 
20 
21

27
26
55

2 
11 
13

6
15
27

10 
;o

6
6

II 
77

12
2

74

4
46
50

17
67
84

13
63
76

II
16
27

1 
31 
52

39
28
67

3

12 
/5

96

5
7 3 2

12 3 2
2 
2

4
4

1 
3 
3 
7

12
3

75

3

14
77

5
7

12

3

7

103 107 13 62 39 50 13 28 82 196 186 146 116 135



i990

Siatistieai ar«a Oct. Nov. (a)

Houses

/99i

Dec. Jan. Feb

(Attmber of dwelling unlu)

Olhsr resideniial buikiings

J99O J99J 1990
Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dec Jan. Feb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a)

Toiai

Dec. Jan.

1991

murrumbidgee statistical division
Feb. Mar

Cookman (S) 
Cooumtmdra (S) 
Gundagu (S) 
Junee(S) 
Lockhart (S) 
Narrandera (S) 
Temora (S) 
Tumut (S) 
W.gga Wagga (C) 
Central Murrutnbidgt\ee (SSD)

Carrathool (S)
Griffith (C)
Hay (S)
Leeton (S)
Murrumbidgee (S)
Lower Murrumbiclgee (SSD)

MURRVMBIDGEE (SD)

y 
1
3 
2

6 
5
4 
4

3

2 
6 5

8

30
47

2
3

15
39

2

9

4

53
(a) See paragraph 2 of the Explanatory Nou*.

3 
1

3 
1
1 
1

2 3 
1
3 
2

2

6 
5
4 
4

4
3

2 
6 5 5

131
744

32
39

2 
17 
52 
7«

8
8

10
70

3

3
102
102

4
2
6

10

8

38
55

2 
3

25 
49

5

12

3 
1
1

2

1

233
246

36
43

2 
19 
58 
8S

6
2
6
2

17

56

7
4
2

13

22

3 
4
2 
9

10
3 
2

15

153 54

2 2

1
3

3 2

I 
4 
1 
6

6
2
9
2

20

9
4
2

82
15

3
4
2
9

10 
3
2

1 
2

8
15

I

13 5 102 10 61 69 27 255 58 92

ut



TABLE 5. DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING IN CTATICTICAL LOCAL AREAS
(Number oT dwelling units)

1990

Housts Otfur reaidemial buildings TouU

1991 1990 I99i 1990
Statistical arta

1991

Oct. Nov. (a) Dtc. Jan. Ftb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dtc. Jan. Ftb. Mar. Oct. Nov. (a) Dtc. Jan. Ftb. Mar.

MURRAY STATISTICAL DIVISION

Albuiy (C) 
Hume (S) 
Albwy(SSD)

6
6

91 
7

98

32
11
43

3
J

32

33

22
2

24

27

27

14

14

5

S

6

6
6
6

118
7

125

46
11
57

Corowa (S) 
Culcaim (S) 
HolbrtMk (S) 
Tumbarumba (S) 
Urana (S)
Upptr Murray 

(tJKi. Albury) (SSD)

3
3

37

38

28
2

30
3 4 10

1

5

2 
1

3 
3

2
10

4
3
1

5 
4
2 
3

2

2

3
4

4

2

1

12

3 
3

2
10 

1

4
3

5

4
3

8 16 13 8 14 2 2 8 8 18
Berrigan (S) 
Conargo (S) 
Deniliquin (M) 
Jerilderie (S)
Murray (S) 
Wakod (S) 
Windouran (S)
Ctntral Murray (SSD)

i3 8
2 3

4

16
10 4 5 4 2 2 7 12 4 5

I
7
1

3

2

3
2
2

3 3

I 
4

3

4 1 4 3

33
I

10
1

2

7 
2
2

3 3
1

34
4

Balranald (S)
Wentwonh (S)

H'
15 IS 11 3 14 7 2 4 33 4 22 17 IS 47

Murray—l^rling (SSD)
2 
7

I 
1 
2

2 
2

14
14

11
77

2
2

I

MURRAY (SD)

2
7

1
1
2

13
13

16
76

18 122 81 29 4<S 66 34 18 16 43 18 156 99 33 62 109

FAR WEST STATISTICAL DIVISION

BnAen Hill (C) 
Cenini £>arling (S) 
Uninccxp. Far West

3
4 2

7 3 2 4 3
4 2

9

FAR WEST (SD) 1 7 2 7 3 2 4 7 2 9

NEW SOUTH WALES

NEW SOUTH WALES 1328 2,077 2349 2,028
(a) See pangiaph 2 ctf the Explanaioiy Notes.

2.017 2,185 503 1,189 1,106 1373 620 704 1,831 3366 3,655 3301 2,637 2,889
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EXPtANA rORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains monthly details of the 

number of new dwelling units reported by approving 
authorities as having commenced.

2. As from November 1990 the data were compiled 
using an 'as reported’ method. Previously, data were 
revised for up to five months as councils notified the ABS 
of commencements occuring before the refcreiKC month. 
A comparison of data compiled using the two methtxls 
showed that, while the actual numbers may vary (boll) on 
the high and the low side), the uend-s were very similar. 
It is not possible for all the previous data to be compiled 
under the new method, nor can future data be compiled 
under the old method. Thcteforc there is a break in series. 
The advantages of the new method are that there arc no 
revised data and that NSW data arc more comparable with 
similar serie.s issued by other States.

Scope and Coverage
3. The statistics were compiled from the monthly 
reports, provided by local and other government 
authorities, of commencements of new hou.se.s and new 
other rcsidential buildings for which:

(b) an other re.'.idential building is defined as a build­
ing which is predominantly used for long-term 
residential purpo.sc.s and which contains (or ha,s at­
tached to it) more than one dwelling unit (e.g. a 
block of townliouses, a duplex, or an apartment 
building).

7. Cotnmencemeni. For ihe purpose of this sialislical
series, a job i.s regarded as being commenced on the date 
when:

(a) the job is first inspected by a local government or 
other govenimcnt authority building inspector or 
surveyor, whether the work is passed or not In 
general, the first inspection is undertaken al the 
foundations or footings stage of construction; or

(b) the job is dcienniiicd as commented by a building 
inspector or surveyor.

8. Ownership. Tlie ownership of a rcsidential building 
is cla.s.sified at the time of approval as cither ‘private 
sector' or ‘public sector' according to the expected owner­
ship of the completed building.

4,

(a) building pemiits were issued by local government 
authorities in areas subject to building control by 
those authorities, or

(b) contracts were let or day labour work was
authorised by Commonwealth. State, senii-govcm- 
ment or local government authorities.

The number of dwelling units created by alterations
and additions to existing building' and through the con­
struction of new ‘non-rcsidential buildings’ (i.c. building.s 
other than residential buildings) is not included.

Definitions
5. A dwelUnx unit is defined as a self-contained suite
of rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities and in­
tended for long-term residential use. Units (whether 
self-contained or not) within buildings offering institution­
al care (such as hospitals) or temporary accommodation 
(such as motels, hostels and holiday aparunents) arc not 
defined as dwelling units.

6. A residential building is defined as a building 
predominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. 
Dwellings can be cither house.s or other rcsidential build-
ings as follows:

(a) a fwuse is defined as a detached building 
predominanUy used for long-term residential pur­
poses and consisting of only one dwelling unit. 
Thus detached ‘granny flats’ and detached dwell­
ing units (such as caretakers’ residences) 
associated with other buildings are defined as 
houses for the purpose of these statistics;

Statistical Areas of New South Wales
9. This bulletin contains data prc,scntcd according to the 
Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC).
b'ndci this classification, slatisiical areas are defined as 
follows:

(a) Statistical Local Areas (SLAi). These geographical 
areas are in most cases cither identical with, or 
have been aggregated to, the previously published 
whole or part of legal Local Government Areas 
tLGAs) as defined under the (State) Local 
Government Act 1919 and comprising cities (C), 
municipalttic.s (M) and shires (S). In other cases, 
they arc identical to each previously published 
unincorporated area. In aggregate, SLAs cover the 
whole of the State without gaps or overlaps. In 
some cases legal LGAs overlap Statistical Sub­
division boundaries and therefore comprise two 
SLAs (Part A and Part B) or three SLAs in the 
case of Cabonnc (S) (Part A, Part B and Pan C).

(b) Statistical Subdivisions (SSDs). These consist of 
one or more SLAs and form the intermediate size 
spatial unit for the pre.sentation of regional data.

(c) Statistical Divisions (SDs), These consist of one or 
more Statistical Sulxlivisions (SSDs). Where SSDs 
are not shown for statistical purposes, statistical 
local areas are shown ordered alphabetically 
within statistical divisions. The divisions are 
designed to be relatively homogeneous regions 
characterised by identifiable social and economic 
units within the region, under the unifying in­
fluence of one or more major towns or cities.



18^^ :W
(d) Statistical Districts. To provide comparable statis­

tics over a period of time, statistical districts have 
been defined around selected urban ccnlres, witli a 
populauon of 25,00(1 or more, experiencing urban 
growth beyond the legal local government area 
bounttories. Those districts arc intended to contain 
the anticipated urban spread over the next 20 
years. In some cases, Sialislical District boun­
daries are identical to those of particular Statistical 
Subdivision.s (e.g. Newcastle SSD and Wollon­
gong SSD included in Table 5 of this publication).

NEW SOUTH WALES

Building Approvals (monlhly) (8731.1)

Building Acliviiy (quarterly) (8752.1)

AUSTRALIA

Building Approvals (monlhly) (8731.0)

Building Activity (quarterly) (8752.0)

10. Further information concerning sialislical areas is 
contained in ihc publication Regional Statistics, New 
South Wales, I9S7 issue (1304.1) and in the publicauon 
Australian Standard Geographical Classification (1216.0).

Comparability of Statistics
11. Because of the difference in data sources, collection 
methodologies and liming of nolificalion of commence- 
nienls, care should be exercised in com[xiring quarterly 
data derived from monlhly dwelling unit commencements 
statistics with the quarterly dwelling unit commencements 
staustics from the Building Activity Survey (published in 
Catalogue No. 8752.1).

Engineering Consiruetion Survey (quarterly) (8762.0)

Symbols and Other Usages
c 
M
r 

S
SD 

SLA 
SSD

City
Municipality
figure or scries revised since previous issue
Shire
Statistical Divi.siun
Statistical Local Area
Statistical Subdivision
ntx applicable
nil or rounded Io zero (including null cells) 
break in continuity of series

12. Users may also wish to lefcr to the following build­
ing and construction publications which arc available on 
request.

13. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

s
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The ABS publishes a wide range of information on Australia’s economic and social 
conditions. A catalogue of publications and products is available from any of our 
Offices (see below for contact details).

Consultancy Service
Special tables or in-depth data investigations are provided by the ABS Information 
Consultancy Service in each of our Offices (see below for contact details)

Electronic Data Services
A growing range of our data are available on electronic media. Selections of the most 
frequently requested data are available, updated daily, on Discovery (Key *656#) 
Our Telestats service delivers major economic indicator publications ready to 
download into your computer on the day of release. Our Ausstats service enables 
on-line access to a data base of thousands of up-to-date time series. Selected 
datasets are also available on diskette or Cd-rom. For more details on our electronic 
data services, contact Information Services in any of our Offices on the numbers 
below.
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Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles available from the ABS Bookshops in each of our Offices. 
You can also receive any of our publications on a regular basis. Join our subscription 
mailing service and have your publications mailed to you in Australia at no additional 
cost. Telephone our Publications Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08 
Australia wide.
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Sales and Inquiries

SYDNEY (02) 268 4611
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351
PERTH (09) 323 5140

ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100
HOBART (002) 20 5800
DARWIN (089) 81 3456
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627
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Information Services, ABS, GPO Box 796, Sydney NSW 2001 
or any ABS office
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