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PREFACE

This publication is one of a series presenting results from the 1986 Income Distribution Survey, the fifth ABS 
survey that ha.s been designed specifically for the collection of income data from households. The datti in this publication 
relate to the level and distribution of income for income units which approximate closely the spending unit in households.

The data relate to the period September to December 1986 and refer to income usually received over a one-week 
period al the time of the interview.

Information on the concepts and methods used in the survey, definitions, interpretation and reliability of results is 
contained in Appendixes 1-3. Details of the publication and data clisscmination program are contained in Appendix 4.

Australian Bureau of Statistics
Belconnen, ACT 2616
January 1989

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

V
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ANALYSIS OF RESULTS

Overview

An income unit is a group of people who live together and form a single spending unit. In this publication, income 
units comprise married couple income unils, one-parent income units, and one-person income units. Weekly income refers 
10 gros.s weekly income (see Glossary for further details).

DIAGRAM I. M'MBEHOnACOME UMTS BY TYPE OF INCOME I.M I

Type of income unii

Married couple with 
dependants

Married couple wiiboul 
dependants

Onc-pareni

One-person

0 1.000 2,000 3,000
Number of income units ('000)

4,lK)0

In 1986 there were 7,464,1 (X) income units in Australia. Half (50.3 per cent) were married couple units, almost half 
(45.4 per cent) were one-person units and the remainder (4.2 per cent) were one-parent units.

DIAC.RAM 2. MEAN WKKKtV INCOME BY TYPE OE IN('()ME UNIT

Type of income unit

All income unils

Mamed ctjuple with 
dependants

Married couple without 
dependants

One-par cm

One-person

0 100 200 300 400 500
Mean weekly income ($)

600 700 SOO

The mean weekly income for all income units wa,s $410. Married couples with dependants had the highest of all 
mean weekly incomes al S614, with a substantial drop to S49I for the next group - married couples without dependants. 
Among the factors which explain thi.s difference arc:

More married couples with dependants had wages and salaries as Iheir principal source of income 
and Ims relied on government pensions and benefits. Three quarters of married couple income units 
with dependants had wages and salaries as their principal source of income and less than 10 per cent 
relied principally on government pensions and benefits. For married couples without dependants.
only one half had wages and salaries as their principal source, and nearly one third relied 
government pensions and benefits.

on
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Married couple.^ with dependants had more earners. 47.4 per cent ol married couples with 
dependant.s had two earners (see Glossary for definition of "earner"), 4.1,6 per cent had one earner, 
and 9.0 per cent had no earners. For married couples without dependants, .16.0 per cent hail two 
earners, 23.6 per cent had one, and 40.4 per cent had no earners.

Married couple.s with dependant.s were concentrated more in the ugc urotips with higher incomes. 
The age distribution of married couple uniLs with dependants was relatively concentrated in the high 
income earning ycar.s of 25-44, compared to the age distribution of units wiilioiit dependants w hich 
was relatively concentrated in the ages 55 and over.

Family allowance. Miuried couples with dependants are eligible for family allowance. (This added, 
on average, approximately $14 to their overall mean weekly income).

Mean weekly incomes for one-parent and one-person income units were much lower at S.251 and S264 
respectivcIy.Thc fact that they comprise only one person i.s of course a major reason for this. Other factors include the 
high reliance by one-parent income units on government pensions and benefits ( ilii.s being the principal source of income 
for 64.4 per cent of such units), and the concentration in the youngest (15-24 ycar.s) and oldest (6.5 years and over) groups 
of the age distribution of one-person income units.

For all income units, the mean weekly income of die highest decile group wa.s SI, 150 compared to $77 for the 
lowest decile group. Income units in die highest decile group mainly comprised married couple units with both partners 
receiving earned income. Income units in the lowest decile group mainly comprised one-person units wdio did not receive 
any earned income. Over all decile groups, income units with two earners had a mean weekly income of $774. those 
with one earner, $411, and for income units with no earners, the mean weekly incoine was $168.

Income units whose principal source of income wa.s government pensions and benefits had a much lower mean 
weekly income ($145) than those whose principal source of income was wagc.s and salaries (S526). Dependence on 
government pension.s and benefits wa.s highest in the older age groups. For income units where the reference person (see 
Glossary for definition of "reference person") was aged 65 years and over, most (78.S per cent) Itid government pension.s 
and benefits a.s their principal source of income. Over one third (38.0 per cenf) of units where the reference person wa.s 
aged 55-64 years relied mainly on government pensions and benefits, as did one fifth (19.5 percent) of units where the 
reference person was aged 15-24 years.

The following .sccuon.s cover in more detail the income distribution within die three main type.s of income units - 
mtirricd couple units, one-parent units and one-person units.

Married couple income units
The differences in mean weekly income between married couple income units w ith and without dependent children, 

one-person and one-parent income units have already been discussed. Thi.s section looks in more detail at the differences 
in mean weekly income between variou.s types of married couple units in terms of iiumlier of dependent children, 
principal source of income, number of earners, age of reference person and age of oldest dependent child.

Half (52.4 percent) of the 3,756,8(X) married couple income units had dependent children; 21.9 |K'r cent had two 
children. 17.2 per cent had one child, and 1.1.4 per cent had three or more children.

DIAGRAM 3. MEAN WEEKLY INCOME OE MARRIED COl PI.E INCOME I'M I S 
BY NLMBKR OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN

Type of income unit

All married couple 
income units

.Married couple with one 
dcpenifcnl child

Married couple with two 
dependent children

Mamed couple with three 
or more dependent 

childien

.Married couple without 
dependent children

“T"
100 200 300 400 500 «Hi 70(» 8000

Mean weekly incutnc (S)
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A.s previously noted, married couple,s with dependants had a higher mean weekly income than those without 
dependants. In fact, mean weekly income was highest when there were two dependants (S631). just above die level where 
there wa.s one dependant (S624), which i.s in turn well above the level where there were three or more dependants (S573). 
This is consistent with the fact that units with two dependants had the highest level of princ.pal source of income being 
wagc.s and salaries (78.8 percent), the lowest level of reliance on government pcnsion.s and benefits (6.9 per cent), and 
the lowest incidence of units with zero earners (7.5 per cent). On the other hand, units with three or more dependants 
had the lowest level of principal source of income being wages and salaries (70.5 per cent), the highest level of reliance 
on government pensions and benefits (10.9 per cent), and the highest incidence of units with zero earner.s (10.2 per cent).

Diagrams 4 and 5 illustrate the mean weekly income for married couple income units classified by age of reference 
person or age of oldest dependent child and allow the difference in overall mean weekly income between married couples 
with and without dependent children to be considered more closely.

DIAGRAM 4. MEAN WEEKLY INCOME OE MARRIED COfl’LE UNITS 
BY AGE or REFERENCE PERSON

Age of reference person (years)

15 - 24 O

25 - 34 O

35-44 O

45 ■ 54

55 - 64

65 and over

0

O

“1
100

~1
2(K) 300 400 500 6(M) 700 8fK)

Mean weekly income ($)

0 Without dependent children 

• With dependent children

For married couple units both with and without dependent children, mean weekly income increased widi age of the 
reference person, peaking al 35-44 years and then declining. The peak wa.s higher for units without dependants.

Units whose reference person was aged Ics.s than 45 had a higher level of income when they did not have dc|)cndent 
children. For units where the reference person wa.s older, the position was reversed; those with dependants had a higher 
level of income than those without.

Among the factors to consider in analysing the relationship between these age distributions of married couple 
income units with and without dependent children arc:

availability of family allowance to married couples with dependants.

regardless of whether or not there were dependants, mean weekly income of the reference person 
could reasonably have been expected to increase steadily through al least die younger age groups.

differing relationships between the number of earners and age of reference person. (See Appendi.x -1 
for advice regarding the provision of further table.s from this survey).

differing relationships between the level of dependence on government pension.s and benefits, and 
the age of reference person (not shown in the tables of this publication).

reduced numbers of dependants (in the case of couple.s with dependants), reduced housing debt, 
health problems and desire for a more relaxed lifestyle arc all factor.s which help explain die fall in 
mean weekly income of both groups as reference persons reach the older age groups.
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Diagram 5 shoiAS dial the mean weekly income of married couple units with the oldest dependent child under 5 
was S554, and it increased to SMS where the oldest dependent child was aged 15-20 years, ’this wa.s related to the lacl 
that the'presence of two earners also increased with the age of the oldest dependent child. The proportion of two income 
earners increased with die increased age of the eldest dependent child (from 37.6 per cent where the eldest deivndenl 
child was under 5 years, to 54.0 per cent where the eldest dependent child was aged 15-2(1 years). Conversely, the 
proportion of income units having one income earner fell with the increased age of the oldest dependent child (Irom 55.2 
per cent for the group with the child under 5 years to 34.5 per cent for the group with the child aged 15-20 years).

DIAGRAM < MFAN WEEKl.V INCOME OF MARRIED COl.PLIi UMTS WH H I)EPKM)AN'1'S 
BY AGE OK OLDEST DEPENDENT CHILD

Age of oldest tiependent child CyearsJ

15-20

5-14

fndCT 5

0 100 200 300 400 500
Mean weekly income (S)

«M) 700 800

(It should be noted from Diagram 5 that the mean weekly income of an individual unit does not increase 
consistently with an increase in the age of the oldest dependent child. The oldest child entering the worklorce may weU 
cause the unit to be reclassified to a lower mean weekly income group if the unit has a child in the 5-14 or under 5 

years age categories).

The proportion of married couple income units where housing was owned outright was much higher lor thoseIIIV pi liv/ll W« -------------------- - - t.- — /'• Il
without dependent children (53.9 per cent) than for those with dependent children (25.9 per cent). Conversely, the 
proportion of such units buying housing was higher for those with dependent children (51.1 per cent) compared to Uiose 
without dependent children (26.7 per cent). Nearly a tenth (9.6 per cent) of all married couples rented privately and 3.4

wil

{K'r cent rented from government btxlics.

One-parent income units .
The mean weekly income for the 315,l(X) one-parent income unils was S251. Most (64.4 per cent) received their 

principal source of income from government pension.s and benefits, with 30.7 per ccnl relying on wages and salaries as 
the principal source. The mean weekly income was much higher when the parent was in the lalxiur loice (S339) than 
when die parent was not in the labour force (SI63). Almost ninety per cent (88.6) of one-parent income unils were 
female. One-parent income units were mainly in die 25-34 years (31.2 per cent) and 35-44 years (35.7 jx'r cent) age 

categories.

DIACH <1 MEAS' WEEKLY INCOME OE OSE I’AKEST ISCOME
I.sris BY PKRCKNTAnECOSTHIBCTIOS OF OOYERSSIEST I'ESSIOSS AM) IIEMIFI1S

All (xie-parcnt income unils

Percentage contribution of 
govcmmenl pensions and 

bcncfiLs' less than

1% IO 10%

20% to QO%

Mure than QO%

0 100
“T” 
200

—I— 
300 400 500

Mean weekly income (S)
600 700 800
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Diagram 6 shows the relationship between mean weekly income and level of reliance on government pension.s and 
benefits for one-parent income units. Tho,sc units which received less than 1 per cent of their mean weekly income from 
government pensions and benefits had a mean weekly income of $538. (This was substantially greater than for the 
corresponding group of one-person income units ($346), but substantially less than for the corresponding group of married 
couple income units ($731).) Mean weekly income fell consistently as reliance on government pensions and benefits 
increased, to a level of $154 for one-parent units relying on the benefits for more titan 90% of their income.

The mean weekly income for male one-parent income units was higher (S358) than for female onc-parcnl units 
(S237). This was related to the higher proportion of male one-parent income units whose principal source of income wtts 
wages and salaric.s (57.3 per cent compared to 27.3 per cent for females). More female one-parent income units had 
government pension.s and bcnefils as the principal source of income (68.3 per cent) than male (33.9 per cent).

Just over half (51.5 per cent) of onc-parcnl units had one child. Female one-parent income units had a greater 
number of dependent children than male one-parent income units. Half (50.4 per cent) of the females had two or more 
dependent children, compared to 33.5 per cent for male one-parent income units.

One-person income units
There were approximately 3,392,2(X) one-person income units, evenly distributed between males and females. These 

one-person income units included people who were living alone, or with a group of unrelated individuals, or with an 
income unit to whose members they were related. The group included non-dependent children living witli their parents.

The mean weekly income for one-person income units was S264. Over half (56.5 per cenl) received their principal 
source of income from wages and salaries and one third (33.3 per cent) from government pensions and bcncfiLs.Thcse 
income characteristics were different for malc.s and females. For instance, the mean weekly income was higher for males 
(S309) than for females (S217). Diagram 7 shows that there was a higher proportion of males whose principal source of 
income wa.s wages and salaries (59.8 per cent) compared to 40.2 per cent for females. There wa.s a higher proportion of 
females whose principal source of income was government pension.s and benefits (65.2 per cent) compared to 34.8 per 
cent for males.

DIAGRAM 7. PRINCIPAL SOI,RCE OF INCOME OF

PrincjpaJ source of income
ONE-PERSON' INCOME UNITS, 

BY SEX

Cjovcmment pensions 
and bcnefils O

Other private income ......O

Own business .O--

Wages and salaries •O

0 10 20 30
T"
40 50

T"
60

“T" 
70 80 90 100

% of income units

O Female

Male

More Ihan half of one-person income units were employed (62.3 per cent), nc-arly one iliird (30.4 per cent) were 
not in the labour force, and nearly one tenth (7.3 per cent) were unemployed.

One-person income units were mainly in the youngest age category 15-24 years (41.3 per cent) and the oldest age 
category 65 years and over (19.0 per cent).

A greater proportion of females than males owned their housing outright (29.3 per cenl for females compared to 
10.5 per cent for males).
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TABLE I. ALL t ' i IME LM I S : INCOME L’.MT DECILE CHOI PS in' SELECTED CtlARACTEKISTICS,
ALSTRALIA, SEITE.MUER • DECEMBER, 19S6

Characierislics of income uniis
Gross weekly incorne decile

Lowest
10% 2nd 3rd ‘ilh 5th 6ih 7ih 8ih 9ih Highest

¡0%

All

■ Dollars per week -

Upper boundary ol decile gri'up
Mean income
Median income

102
77
92

149
120
117

197
174
174

255
225

327
293
294

399
362
361

493
442
442

614
550
549

812
706
702

1,150
998

n.a.
410
328

- Per cent of income units ■

Principal source of gro.ss income:
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession
Other private income
Government pension.s and benefits
'I'ntal

5.9

11.9
79.2

100.0

12.9
3.2

79.5
100.0

24.1
3.8
6.4

65.8
100.0

42.1
9.2
8.0

40.8
100.0

71.9
8.8

10.3
8.9

100.0

81.3
8.9
8.1
1.7

100.0

85.1
9.1
5.2

* 0.7
100.0

89.0 
6.9
4 0

*0.1
100.0

89.3
6.2
4.2

* 0.3
100.0

84.8
9.4
5.7

* 0.0
100.0

58.7
6.9
6.8

27,7
100.0

Type of income unit: 
.Married couple units-
With de]x.‘ndeni children
Without depentlcni children

One-parent units
One-person units
'I'utal

5.8
3.0

85.9
100.0

5.8
87.0

100.0

6.8
42.8
13.9
36.5

100.0

15.0
33.1

6.2
45.8

100.0

16.2
18.2
4.1

61.5
100.0

27.7
17.3
4.3

50.7
100.0

35.7
21.5

40.8
100.0

47.5
23.1

1.8
27.6

100.0

51.7
34.9

* 0.8
12.5

100.0

53.9
38.1

* 0.7
7.3

100.0

26.4
24.0
4.2

45.4
100.0

Number of earners:
Nil
One

Total

90.0
9.4 

* 0.6 
100.0

79.8
19.4 

* 0.7
100.0

69.4
29.6 

* 1.0 
100.0

44,5
51.2

4.2
100.0

16.3
79.0

4.6
100.0

7.9
84.4

7.7
100.0

4.7
77.5
17.8

100.0

3.2
59.8
37.0

100.0

2.4
34.8
62.8

100.0

1.8
23.7
74.6

100.0

32.0
46.9
21.1

100.0

Percentage conirihuiion of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

N tl and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
'I'otal

18.2
*0.9

1.8
3.4

75.7
100.0

17.1
1.4
2.0

58.0
100.0

26.8
3.9
3.5

12.0
53.7

100.0

47.5
7.6

25.3
15.4

100.0

69.0
16.0
6.4
4.8
3.9

100.0

63.3
31.3

3.8
* 0.7

1.0
100.0

59.9
38.0

1.5
*0.3
•0.3
100.0

51.8 
47.3 
*0.8
*0.1 
• 0.0 
100.0

61.9
37.8

* 0.1
* 0.0
• 0.2

100.0

67. .5 
32.3 

* 0.3 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
100.0

48.3
21.7

6.8
20.8

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

29.2
6.8
5.9

10.8
43.3

100.0

38.2

9.6
14.4
31.5

100.0

39.3
10.9
8.3

12.0
28.7

100.0

36-5
10.9
4.4

12.4
34.2

100.0

21.7
14.1

18.3
41.2

100.0

3.4
20.3
29.2

100.0

23.9
33.4

18.0
20.3

100.0

27.4
39.1

1.9
15.0
15.5

100.0

24.5
48.2

2.0
13.2
10.9

100.0

28.9
52.4

* 0.6
8.1
8.7

100.0

29.2
24.3

4.1
14.2
26.3 

lOO.O

- -000 ■

Estimated number of income units in: 
.Metropolitan area.s 
Other urban areas
Rural areas
Total

441.6
216.6
81.0

739.2

475.8
210,0
54.2

739.9

470.2
218.5

74.9
763.6

442.8
217.1

77.4
737.4

478.8
205.1
68.8

466.4
202.7

64.3
733.4

513..5
196.7
46.4

756.6

495.8
197.2
55.9

748.9

510.0
181.1
53.8

745.0

553.8 4.848.6
141.6 1.986.7
52.1 628.9

747.6 7.464.1

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 2. ALL INCOME LNTI’S: INCOME SHARE FOR DECILE GROUPS BY TYPE OF INCOME UNIT, 
AUSTRALIA,SErrEMBER - DECEMBER, 1986

Gross weekly income decile

Type of income unit

Lowest
¡0% 2nd 3rd 4ih Sth 6th 7ih 8ih 9th Highest 

10%

Girti
Total coeff-

~ Income share (percent) -

Married couples:
With dependent children 

and reference person 
aged -
15-24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over 
Total

4.4
2.8
2.6
2.3
2.0
4.9
2.5

5.3
5.6
5.1

3.6
5.6
4.8

6.5
6.8
6.5
5.5
4.6
4.6
62

8.3
7.6
7.5
6.9
5.2
7.7
7.1

9.9
8.6
8.2
8.3
5.9
5.4
8.5

9.8
9.9
9.6
9.1
7.8
9.1
9.4

11.6
11.0
10.8
10.6
8.9

10.8

11.9

12.2
12.9
10.1
10.5

15.5
14.7
14.5
15.2
12.8
21.4 
¡4.8

16.8
20.6
23.0
25.1
39.1
23.6
23.6

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

0.22 
0.27 
0.30 
0.34
0.46 
0.32 
0.3¡

Without dependent 
children and reference 
person aged •
15-24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over 
Total

2.4
3.0
2.9
2,7
1.7
3.2
3.0

5.1
5.7
5.1
4.2
4.5
8.0

7.7
7.3
6.1
6.1
4.5
6.2
42

9.0
8.3
8.0
7.2
5.4
7.0
5.7

10.1
10.0

8.6
8.1
6.9
7.4
6.8

11.3
10.1
9.6
9,5
8.3
8.1
9.1

11.1
11.3
11.6

9.9
8.2

77.4

12.8
12.3
12.5
12.3
13.0
10.2
¡3.9

14.3
14.1
15.3
15.6
16.3
12.7 
¡7.0

16.2
17.9
20.2
23.3
29.6
29.0
26.1

100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0

0.23
0.23
0.27
0.32
0.40
0.30
0J8

All married couples 2.4 3.7 4.9 6.6 8.1 9.6 Il.l 13.0 15.8 24.7 100.0 0.35

One-parent
One-person

2.5
2.8

6.0
3.5

6.0
4.3

7.1
5.1

7.1
7.3

8.0
9.5

10.1
11.7

12.0
13.6

15.6
16.3

25.5
26.0

100.0
100.0

0.32
0.37

All income units 1.9 2.9 43 5.4 7.2 8.7 10.9 13.5 17.2 28.1 100.0 0.41

— Mean weekly income (S) —

Married couples:
With dependent children 

and reference person

15-24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over
Total

183 
156
173 
149
116 
162 
¡56

247
300
340
266
191
181
294

314
367
427
364
231
191
378

362
423
500
444
283
229
446

425 
475
561
538
340 
233 
513

467
535
633
610
401
282
578

510
599
718
69.5
469
337
656

545 
680
820 
834 
547
365 
760

642 
801
959 
999 
703
560 
907

782 
1,128 
1,537 
1,632 
2,160 
1,086 
1,447

447
546
661
653
539
352
614

Without dependent 
children and reference 
person aged -
15-24 years
25 - 34 years
35 - 44 years
45 - 54 years
55 - 64 years
65 years and over 
Total

147 
221 
223
157
95

113 
¡36

1^6 
411 
363
250 
175 
170 
¡80

470
539
472
353
203
175
207

527 
627
562 
426
247 
186
252

588 
690 
645 
488
315 
196 
339

650
753
713
559
379
212
440

687
824
827
613
453
228
559

730
910
963
746
581
266
682

820
1,014
1,103

897
740
349
834

1,005
1,304
1,499
1,387
1,333

776 
¡288

590
729
737
591
454
268
491

All married couples 134 204 275 366 448 533 621 726 874 1.371 555

One-parent
One-person

71
69

141
101

154
110

165
137

179
191

202
251

244
306

314
361

385
437

646
678

251
264

Ail income u. its 77 120 174 225 293 362 442 550 706 1,150 410
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TABLE 3. ALL INCO.ME IMTS ; TYPE OF INCOME IMT BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER • DECEMBER, 1986

Type of income unit

Gross weekly incotne and characteristics 
of income units

^farrie.d couples

U'i7/i dependent 
children

Without 
dependent 

children

All tnarried 
couples

One -parent One-person
All unils

Gross weekly income (S) •'000 ■

151
20(
25(
30(
35(
40(
45(
50( 
.55(
600
65 (

151

85(
90(
950

1000
1050

1 - 1-19
199
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899
949
999

1049
1099

11CX) and over 
I'olai

67.8
53.6
97.2
78.9

111.9
145.5
138.7
142.1
160.0
152.2
118.0
104.4
89.0
85.5
68.1
55.5
49.1
49.9
33.0
34.1

134.4
1.968.6

73.8
340.4
208.4
106.9
94.6
83.6
89.9
77.5
74.9
64.7
74.5
80.9
60.6
54.5
56.4
39.8
29.2
30.5
27.9
22.4
96.8

1,788.2

141.5
394.1
305.6
185.9
206..5
229.1
228.6
219.6
234.8
216.9
192.6
185.4
149.6
139.9
124.4
95.3
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3,756.8

59.4
108.1
42.5
19.4
24.1
20.5
11.3

*4.9
* 6.9
* 4.6

*0.5
* 2.8
* Ü.0
* 0.6
* 1.9
* 0.7
* 0.0
* 0.8
* 0.0
* 1.9

315.1

1,278.2
288.5
278.4
298.4
338.3
247.5
195.4
124.2
105.4
65.1
46.6
23.0
25.6
17.1
11.5
9.4

10.3
*5.3
* 3.7
* 4.7
15.5

3.392.2

1,479.1
790.7
626.5
503.7
568.9
497.2
435.2
348.7
347.2
286.7
243.2
208.8
178.0
157.1
136.5
106.7
89.2
85.7
65.4
61.1

248.7
7,464.1

- Dollars per week -

.Mean income
Median income

614
546

491
392

555
490

251
190

264
221

410
328

- Per cení of income units ■

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
'I'otal

75.6
12.8
3.2
8.4

100.0

49.2
7.1

12.1
31.6

100.0

63.0
10.1
7.4

19.5
100.0

30.7
* 2.2

2.8
64.4

100.0

56.5
3.8
6.5

33.3
100.0

58.7
6.9
6.8

27.7
100.0

Number of earners:
Nil
One
Two 
'I'dlal

9.0
43.6
47.4

100.0

40.4
23.6
36.0

100.0

24.0
34.1
42.0

100.0

59.8
40.2

38.2
61.8

100.0 100.0

32.0
46.9
21.1

100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

17.0
72.4

1.7
6.7

100.0

60.7
4.2
3.6

12.5
19.0

100.0

37.8
40.0

2.8
6.8

12.5
100.0

6.8
25.1

3.6
17.2
47.3

100.0

63.8
1.1
1.9
5.8

27.5
100.0

48.3
21.7

2.4
6.8

20.8
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - govcmmenl

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

25.9
51.1

3.6
10.1
8.7

100.0

53.9
26.7
3.2
9.0
5.9

100.0

39.2
39.5
3.4
9.6
7.4

1(M).O

14.0
20.8
20.5
26.7
17.0

100.0

19.6
7.8
3.4

18.2
48.1

100.0

29.2
24.3

4.1
14.2
26.3

100.0

(a) Includes income units who.se nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 4. ALL INCOME UNITS : AGE OF REFERENCE PERSON BY SELECTED CHARACI'ERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SEFI'EMBER ■ DECEMBER, 1986

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income unils 15-24

Ag£ of reference person (years)

25-34 35-44 45-54 55 ■ 64 65 and over
All units

Gross weekly income (S) . ‘000-

150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650
700
750
800
850
900
950

1000
1050

1 - 149
199
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899
949
999

1049
1099

1100 and over 
Total

403.4
198.8
201.7
202.8
192.4
120.6
95.9
40.3
40.1
20.9
17.8
15.1
15.8

* 8.0
9.2

* 3.7
* 2.6
* 2.1
* 1.7
* 1.4
* 1.5

1,595.8

132.1
74.3
81.5
75.4

151.5
137.0
120.8
118.6
113.3
92.1
86.3
58.1
54.3
48.0
41.7
31.4
27.3
27.2
20.4
22.8
41.8

1,555.8

96.0
51.4
60.5
57.3
69.5
84.2
87.1
83.1

102.1
86.9
68.8
68.0
59.0
51.7
41.1
43.4
32.0
34.0
24.3
18.2

101.2
1,319.8

99.7
53.3
55.2
42.2
56.9
68.5
61.6
60.9
50.8
56.0
42.3
42.5
30.2
30.8
25.9
17.7
20.5

13,6
11.3
65.8

921.4

231.9 
113.0

80.5
59.8
64.5
61.8
52.3
34.8
31.9
25.4
23.8
19.5
15.1
14.5
15.1
8.9 

‘ 5.2 
* 5.6 
* 5.3

29.9
905.1

516.1
299.8
147.0
66.2
34.2
25.2
17.5
10.8
8.9

* 5.4
* 4.2
* 5.7
* 3.6
* 4.1
* 3.5
* 1.6
* 1.7
♦ 0.9
* 0.0

* 8.4
1,166.2

1,479.1
790.7
626.5
503.7
568.9
497.2
435.2
348.7
347.2
286.7
243.2
208.8
178.0
157.1
136.5
106.7
89.2
85.7
65.4
61.1

248.7
7,464.1

- Dollars per week. ■

Mean income
Median income

269
247

495
451

595
532

545
464

377
268

200
170

410
328

- Per cent of income unils -

Principal source of gross income: 
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
I'utal

76.2
2.7
1.6

19.5
100.0

76.9
8.5
2.1

12.5
100.0

74.2
10.9
3.0

11.9
100.0

68.2
11.2
5.5

15.1
100.0

37.4
8,0

16.6
38.0

100.0

1.8
1.4

18.0
78.8

100.0

58.7
6.9
6,8

27.7
100.0

Type of income unit;
Married couple unils-
Wilh dependent children
Without dependent children

One-parent unils
One-person unils
Total

3.6
5.2
3.3

87.8
100.0

39.2
16.4
6.3

38.1
100.0

64.4
10.0
8.5

17.1
100.0

39.4
33.2

4.7
22.7

100.0

8.3
55.6

* 0.6
35.4

100.0

l.I
43.6

* 0.1
55.2

100.0

26.4
24.0

4.2
45.4

100.0

Number of earners: 
Nil
One 
Two 
Total

19.4
75.7

4.9
100.0

12.1
58.8
29.1

100.0

12.7
44.7
42.6

100.0

18.0
44.6
37.4

100.0

49.9
36.1
14.0

100.0

94.5

1.1
100.0

32.0
46.9
21.1

100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

77.3
2.6
0.6
1.8

17.7
100.0

54.8
31.2

1.5
2.7
9.8

100.0

31.2
54.8
2.2
2.9
8.9

100.0

56.1
27.6

1.4
2.4

12.5
100.0

52.2
6.9
3.0

10.5
27.4

100.0

lO.l
4.4
7.0

24.0
54.6

100.0

48.3
21.7

2.4
6.8

20.8
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

0.7
3.8
1.8

20.3
71.2

100.0

6.8
38.3

4.2
24.8
23.8

100.0

23.6
48.2
4.2

12.4
10.6

100.0

43.1
33.5
4.2
8.2
9.2

100.0

62.1
15.5
5.0
6.4
9.5

100.0

68.1
6.2
6.4
4.9

12.6
100.0

29.2
24.3

4.1
14.2
26.3

100.0

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 5. ALL INCOME IMIS : PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME BY SELECTED CHARAf TEHISTICS,
AUSTRALIA,SErrE.VIBER - DECEMHER, 19S6

Principal source of income

Cross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

Privale income

liiarneii income

\\'ages or 
salary Own business

Total 
earned 
income

Other 
private 
income

Total 
private 
incofne

Covernmeni 
pensions and 

benefits

All units

(jross weekly income ($) • '000 ■

150 
200
250 
300
350 
400
450 
500
550 
600 
650
700 
750
800 
850 
900
950

149
199
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899
949
999

138.6
190.4
252.0

KXX)- 1049 
1050- 1099
1 100 and over 
i'ulul

459.4
409.9
375.2
288.4
304.4
262.0
219.4
189.3
154.9
143.6
122.7
94.8
75.0
75.7

47.0
31.4
58.0
53.0
45.2
40.9
34.2
39.2
25.7
17.3
14.8
9.1

14.0
* 8 0
• 7.7
* 8.4
11.5

Mean income
Median income

1 >7)0 of income unit;
Married couple units-

Wiih dependent children
Without dependent children

One-parent units
One-person units
I'otal

Number of earners;
Nil
One
Two 
lutai

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than I
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
I'utul

Nature of housing occupancy;
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

53.3
189.5

4,379.5

•3.1
•2.9
35.4

512.8

185.6
221.8
310.0
372.7
504.5
450.9
409.3
327.6
330.1
279.3
234.1
198.3
168.9
151.6
130.4
103.2
86.5
81.9
64.4
56.2

224.9
4,892.3

120.1
51..5
48.6
58.1
48.7
37.5

19.3
17.1

*7.3
* 8.5

9.5
9.1

•4.7
* 6.0

•2.8
• 3.8
*0.9
*4.9
23.8

507.9

305.7
273.3
358.7
430.9
553.2
488.4
431.5
346.9
347.2
286.7
242.6
207,9
178.0
156.3
136.5
106.7
89.2
85.7
65.4
61.1

248.7
5,400.3

1,173.5
517.4
267.9
72.8
15.7
8.8

• 3.8

* 0.0 
•0,0 
•0.6 
• 1.0 
• 0.0 
•0.7 
* 0.0 
• 0.0 
* 0.0
•0.0 
•0.0
•0.0

0.0
2,063.9

1.479.1
790.7
626.5
503.7
568.9
497.2
435.2
348.7
347.2
286.7
243.2
208.8
178.0
157.1
136..5
106.7
89.2
85.7
65.4
61.1

248.7
7.464.1

- Dollars per week -

526
456

488
377

522
448

408
278

511
430

145
127

410
32S

- Per ceni of income units •

34.0
20.1

2.2
43.7

100.0

1Q.2
29.8

100.0

69.2
29.7

100.0

17.3
32.4
2.0

16.3
30.4

100.«

49.0
24.7 

* 1.3 
24.9

100.0

52.6
47.4

100.0

53.9

100.0

37.3
32.1
*0.7
10.7
18.2

100.0

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.

35.6
20.6

41.8
100.0

68.3
31.7

100.0

67.6
31.0

100.0

19.4
32.3

1.9
15.7
29.1

100.0

12.3
42.6

1.7
43.3

100.0

83.6
12.4
4.0

100.0

59.1
20.2
20.8

100.0

66.3
12.1

•0.5
7.2

100.0

33.4
22.6

41.9
100.0

7.9
63.1
29.1

100.0

66.8
29.9

100.0

23.8
30.4

1.8
14.9
27.5

IO(».O

8.0
27.4
9.8

54.7
100.0

26.4
24.0
4.2

45.4
100.0

95.0
4.7 

• 0.3 
100.0

32.0
46.9
21.1

100.0

24.5
75.3

100.0

43.4
8.2

10.4
12.6

100.0

48.3
21.7

2.4
6.8

20.8
100.0

29.2
24.3

4.1

26.3
100,0
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TABI E 6 ALL INCOME UNITS : NUMBER OF EARNERS BY SELECTED CHARACTERIS TICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SErLEMBER • DECEMBER, 1986

Number of ei2rners

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

Nil earners and age of reference person 
(years) Total nil One earner Two earners

All units

15-44 45 - 64 65 afuJ over

Gross weekly income (S) ■ '000 -

150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650
700
750
800
850
900
950

1000
1050

1 • 149
199 
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899
949
999

1049 
1099

1100 and over 
Total

442.7
116.2
68.3
21.6

9.2
* 2.6
* 1.4
* 0.8
* 0.4
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.8
* 1.0
* 0.0
* 0.4
* 0.0
* 0.0
• 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.0

665.5

301.8
136.4
81.4
33.2
15.7
14.9

* 8.1
* 6.4
* 5.1
* 1.8
* 1.9
* 2.9
* 1.1
* 0.7
• 1.4
* 2.4
* 0.0
* 0.6
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 2.0

617.6

511.3
293.8
138.5
59.7
27.7
19.6
12.3
9.5 

*7.7

* 3.7
* 3.3
* 1.8
* 1.3
* 2.4
* 0.9
* 0.0
* 0.9
* 0.0
* 0.0

1,102.6

1,255.8
546.4
288.2
114.4
52.6
37.1
21.8
16.6
13.3

* 5.9
* 5.6

* 3.9
* 2.0
* 4.2
* 3.3
* 0.0
* 1.5
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 6.0

2^85.6

213.5
234,2
315.9
363.9
487.0
417.4
348.7
256.7
223.3
154.3
115.3
72.8
58.5
50.1
35.2
29.9
22.6
17.0
14.0
17.1
54.6

3,502.0

9.8
10.1

25.4
29.3
42.7
64.7
75.3

110.6
126.4
122.3
129.0
115.6
105.0
97.1
73.5
66.7
67.2
51.3
44.1

188.1
1,576.6

1.479.1
790.7
626.5
503.7
568.9
497.2
435.2
348.7
347.2
286.7
243.2
208.8
178.0
157.1
136.5
106.7

89.2
85.7
65.4
61.1

248.7
7,464.1

• Dollars per week ■

Mean income
Median income

126
103

184
159

18.5
168

168
139

411
364

774
709

410
328

• Per ceni of income units -

Principal source of gross income:
Wages oi salary
Own business, trade or profession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Total

10.0
90.0

100.0

25.3
74.7

100.0

18.2
81.8

100.0

17.8
82.2

100.0

87.7
7.7
1.8
2.8

100.0

82.9
15.4

1.3 
* 0.4 
100.0

58.7
6.9
6.8

27.7
100.0

Type of income unit:
Married couple units-
Wiih dependent children
Without dependent children

One-parent units
One-person units
Total

15.8
3.1

24.7
56.4

100.0

10.2
39.2

3.6
47,0

100.0

0.9
41.7 

* 0.1 
57,3

100.0

7.4
30.3
7,9

54.4
100.0

24..5

3.6
59.8

100.0

59.2
40.8

100.0

26.4
24.0

4.2
45.4

100.0

percentage contribution of government 
pcnsicHis and benefits to gross income;

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

7.0
1.5
1.6
8.2

81.7
100.0

17.9
4.3
3.4

16.0
58.5

100.0

8.0
3.6
6.7

23.9
57.8

100.0

10.3

4.4
17.5
64.6

100,0

70.9

1.8
2.4
0.3

100.0

55.6
43.2

0.8 
* 0.3 
* 0.1 
100.0

48.3
21.7

2.4
68

20.8
100.0

Nalurc of housing occupancy:
Owned ouirighi
Being bought
Renting - government
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

7.2
10.4
12.0
43.2

100.0

57.6
11.6

8.9
11.6

100.0

68.0
5.7
6.6

13.0
100.0

48.3
8.6
8.7

21.1
100.0

17.0
22.7

2.0
38.7

100.0

27.4
51.5

1.9
6.8

100.0

29.2
24.3

4.1
26.3

100.0

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 7. ALL INCOME VMTS : PERCENTAGE CONTRIBLTION OF GOVERNMENT PENSIONS AND BENEFITS 
TO INCOME, BY SELEC'I'EI) CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEI’TEMBER - DECEMBER, I9M6

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income unils

Per cení of income from government pensions and benefit.’!

Nil anil less than J I and less than 20 20 and less than 90 90 and over
All unils

Gross weekly income (S) . ‘000 -

150 
200
250
300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650
700
750 
800
850 
9()(
951 

l(X)0 
1050

1-149
199
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899
949
999

1049
1099

1100 and over

260.5
212.4
286.4
330.7
403.2
305.4
271.6
195.8
179.9
132.0
151.0
124.0
113.6
99.5
93.0
70.3
53.8
57.1
45.4
38.2

181.8
3,605.7

16.9
31.2
47.7
62.9

129.8
164.3
152.9
147.2
163.1
153.1
91.7
83.8
64.4
56.8
43.4
35.4
35.4
27.6
20.0
23.0
66.8

1,617.3

212.4
132.1
194..5
75.6
29.1
21.7

9.1
• 5.1
* 4.2
* 1.6
* 0.0
‘ 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.7
* 0.0
* 0.9
* 0.0
• 1.0
* 0.0
*0.0
*0.0

687.9

989.3 
415.0

98.0 
34.5 
*6.9 
*5.8 
* 1.7 
* 0.5 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
• 0.6 
* 1.0 
* n.o 
*0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
*0.0

1,553.3

1,479.1
790.7
626.5
503.7
568.9
497.2
435.2
348.7
347.2
286.7
243,2
208.8
178.0
157.1
136.5
106.7
89.2
85.7
65.4
61.1

248.7
7,464.1

• Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

499
401

566
518

204
200

133
111

410
328

• Per cent of income units -

Principal source of gross income: 
Wages or salary'
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Govcmmenl pensions and benefits 
Total

84.0
7.7
8.3

80.3
13.3
6.3

100.0 100.0

7.4
3.0

15.3
74.2

100.0
100.0
100.0

58.7
6.9
6.8

27.7
100.0

Type of income unit: 
Married couple unils- 

Wilh dependent children 
Without dependent children

One-parent unils
One-person unils
1'o(al

9.3
30.1

0.6
60.0

100.0

88.2
4.7
4.9
2.3

100.0

10.9
41.8

9.5
37.7

100.0

8.5
21.8

9.6
60.1

100.0

26.4
24.0

45,4
100.0

Number of earners:

One 
Two 
i'utal

6.8
68.9
24.3

100.0

4.7
53.2

100.0

75.9
21.6

2.6
100.0

99.3
0.6 

» 0.1 
100.0

32.0
46.9
21.1

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (ii)

21.5
21.6

1.2
17.2
36.3

100.0

25.7
51.6

2.8
10.0
9.4

100.0

62.9
II.1
3.2

10.6
11.2

100.0

35.9
8.0

12.7
13.4
27.3

100.0

29.2
24.3

4.1
14.2
26.3

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 8. ALL INCOME UNITS : NATURE OF HOUSINtJ OCCUPANCY BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER ■ DECEMBER, 1986

Nature of housing occupancy

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units Owned outright Being bought

Renting

Government Private

Other 
(incluiles 
rent-free)

AH units (a)

Gross weekly income (.$) -‘000 ■

1 - 149
150 
200
250 
300
350
400
450
500
550 
600 
650
700
750 
800
850 
900 
950

199 
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899 
949 
999

1000- 1049 
1050-1099
1100 and over
Total

498.6
314.5
233.9
125.6
111.3
113.7
109.9
79.4
90.9
82.2
64.1
47.9
41.7
40.8
37.6
29.4
19.2
19.5
17.5
13.9
90.2

2.181.8

81.2
85.9
67.4
62.0

103.7
115.9
131.0
133.1
137.2
107.8
107.4
107.7

81.7
80,2
63.0
55.4
50.9
46,7
39.9
33.9

120.5
1,812.6

114.1
64.4
30.4
15.4
17.7
17.2

* 7,4
8,9

* 7.8
* 5.7
* 2.6
* 3.4
*6.4
*2.7
*0.5
*0.9
*0.5
*0.9
*0.0

* 0.5
308.8

186,6
94,2
72,3
78.9

126.0
98.4
82.3
55.9
61.2
40.5
30.5
25.6
24.6
18.5
17.8
8.9

*6.7
*7.9
*4.5
*6.4
16.0

1,063.5

552.9
225.4
214.0
212.3
202,4
141.1
97.1
60,9
48.6
45.6
36.9
19.7
20.7
14.5
16.0

11.4
*8.5
* 1.6

17.4
1,963.6

1.479.1
790.7
626.5
503.7
568.9
497.2
435.2
348.7
347.2
286.7
243.2
208.8
178.0
157,1
136.5
106.7
89.2
85.7
65.4
61.1

248.7
7,464.1

• Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

400
264

600
544

248
176

379
337

291
247

410
328

- Per cent of income units -

Principal source of gross income;
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits
Total

34.8
8.8

15.4
41.0

100.0

78.2
9.1
3.4
9.3

100.0

28.6 
’ 1.2 
*0.8 
69.4

100.0

67.0
5.1
3.4

24.5
100.0

67.7
4.7
3,2

24,3
100.0

58.7
6.9
6.8

27.7
100.0

Type of income unit:
Married couple unils- 

Wiih dependent children 
Without dependent children

One-parent units
One-person units
Total

23.3
44.1
2.0

30.5
100.0

55.5
26.3

3.6
14.5

100.0

23.2
18.6
21.0
37.3

100.0

18.7
15.2
7.9

58.1
100.0

8.7
5.4
2.7

83.2
100.0

26.4
24.0

4.2
45.4

100.0

Number of earners;
Nil
One
Two
Total

52.9
27.3
19.8

100.0

11.3
43.9
44.8

100.0

67.2
23.2
9.5

100.0

25.1
57.9
17.0

100.0

25.6
69.0
5.4

100.0

32.0
46.9
21.1

100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income;

Nil and less (han 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

35.6
19.1
4.5

15.3
25.5

100.0

42.9
46.0

2.5
6.9

100.0

14.3
14.5

* 1.8
5.4

64.0
100.0

58.4
15.2
2.0
4.8

19.6
100.0

66.7
7.8
1.2
2.7

21.6
100.0

48.3
21.7

2.4
6,8

20.8
100.0

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 9. MARRIED COLI’LE INCOME UNITS : INCOME UNIT QUINTILE GROLT’S BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
AUS TRALIA, SEITEMBER ■ DECEMBER, 1986 

Gross weekly income quintile

Characteristics nf income units Lowest
20% 2nd 3rd 4th

Highest
20%

All 
married 
couple

■ Dollars per week ■

Upper boundary of quintile group 
Mean income
Median income

230
170
182

406
321
327

574
490
491

788
673
669

1,123
980

n.a.
555
490

■ Per cent of income units ■

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own business, traile or profession 
()thcr private income
Govcniineni pensions and benefits 
r<»(al

5.0
9.1
8.2

77.7
100.0

51.7
15.3
14.4

lOtì.O

82.3
11.0
6.1
0.6

100.0

90.5
5,8
3.4
0.3

100.0

85.8
9.1
5.1

* 0.0
100.0

63.0
10.1
7.4

19.5
100.0

Type of income unit:
With dependent children -

1 child
2 children
3 or more children 
Total

Without dependent children and 
reference person aged - 
15-44 years 
45 - 64 years 
65 years and over
Total

Ttttal

10.3
8.9

24.3

15.4
18.7
17.6
51.7

20.3
29.3
17.2
66.7

18.7
27.8
14.2
60.6

21.1
24.7
12.8
58.7

17.2
21.9
13.4
52.4

4,0
26.7
44.9
75.7

100.0

6.6 
265
15.2 
48.3

100.0

10.0
19.8
3.5

33.3
100.0

19.9
17.7

1.7
39.4

100.0

22.1
17,0
2.2

41.3
100.0

12.5
21.5
13.5
47.6

100.0

Number of earners:
Nil
One
Two
Tut al

82.4
13.4

4.1
100.0

28.3
55.8
15.8

100.0

5.1
54.9
40.0

100.0

2.1
29.1
68.8

100.0

1.7
17.2
81.2

100.0

24.0
34.1
42.0

100.0

Percentage contribution of govenimcnl 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

11.1
7.5
3.7

24.3
53.5

100.0

28.9
44.8

8.1
9.5
8.7

100.0

32.1
65.3

2.0 
*0.3 
*0.3 
100.0

52.2
47.5 
*0.1 
* 0.0 
*0.2 
100.0

65.0
34.7 

* 0.3 
* 0.0 
*0.0 
100.0

37.8
40.0

2.8
6.8

12.5
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

61.4
17.3
5.9
6.2
8.5

100.0

43.8
31.5

5.6
11.9
6.3

100.0

33.3
45.9

2.6
10.4
7.1

100.0

27.5
49.5

2.5
11.5
7.7

100.0

29.8
53.3

* 0.6
8.1
7.2 

lon.o

39.2
39.5

3.4
9.6
7.4

100.0

E.stitiiatvd number of intutne units 
(’000) 752.6 750.3 754.7 746.3 152.9 3,756.8

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 10. MARRIED COUPLE INCOME UNITS : TYPE OF INCOME UNIT 
BY SELEC LED CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SERI EMBER • DECEMBER, 1986

Type afincóme unit

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

With dependent children

J child 2 children 3 or more 
children

Total with 
dependent 

children

Without 
dependent 

children

All 
married 
cattle

Gross weekly income (S) . '000 ■

150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650
700
750
800
850
900
950

1000
1050

149
199
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899
949
999

1049
1099

1100 and over 
Tutal

23.0
30.1
30.5
19.8
35.6
47.5
37.6
51.5
46.3
48.5
35,9
27.3
28.5
30.9
24.0
21.0
13.0
23.8
16.6
10.6
43.4

645.2

24.1
14.1
39.1
24.6
43.8
55.5
66.3
52.3
75.1
63.2
51.9
52.7
40.9
40.2
27.2
19.7
28.6
20,2
10.5
13.2
57.9

821.2

20.7
9.4

27.6
34.5
32.5
42.4
34.8
38.3
38.6
40.5
30.2
24.4
19.6
14.4
16.8
14.8

*7.5
* 6.0
* 5.9
10.3
33.1

502.2

67.8
53.6
97.2
78.9

111.9
145.5
138.7
142.1
160.0
152.2
118.0
104.4
89,0
85.5
68.1
55.5
49.1
49.9
33.0
34.1

134.4
1,968.6

73.8
340.4
208.4
106.9
94.6
83.6
89.9
77.5
74.9
64.7
74.5
80.9
60.6
54.5
56.4
39.8
29.2
30.5
27.9
22.4
96.8

1,788.2

141.5
394.1
305.6
185.9
206.5
229.1
228.6
219.6
234.8
216.9
192.6
185.4
149.6
139.9
124.4
95.3
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3,756.8

- Dollars per week ■

Mean income
Median income

624
550

631
562

573
515

614
546

491
392

555
490

■ Per cent of income units •

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Total

75.5
12.2
3.8
8.4

100.0

78.8
11.2
3.0
6.9

100.0

70.5
16.0
2.6

10.9 
lOO.O

75.6
12.8
3.2
8.4

100.0

49.2
7.1

12.1
31.6

100.0

63.0
10.1
7.4

19.5
100.0

Number of earners:
Nil
One

Total

10.0
39.6
50.3

100.0

7.5
43.7
48.8

100.0

10.2
48.5
41.3

100.0

9.0
43.6
47.4

100.0

40.4
23.6
36.0

100.0

24.0
34.1
42.0

100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than I
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

44.4
46.3 

* 0.9 
* 1.3

7.1
100.0

5.1
86.5

1.5
1.5
5.3

100.0

* 1.3
83.0
4.9
2.3
8.5

100.0

17.0
72.4
2.2
1.7
6.7

100.0

60.7
4.2
3.6

12.5
19.0

100.0

37.8
40.0

2.8
6.8

12.5
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

29.4
46.2

3.3
11.9
8.6

100.0

24.9
52.6

3.1
9.5
9.2

100.0

22.9
55.0
5.0
8.8
7.9

100.0

25.9
51.1
3.6

10.1
8.7

100.0

53.9
26.7

3.2
9.0
5.9

100.0

39.2
39.5

3.4
9.6

100.0

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 11. MARRIED COUPLE INCO.ME UMTS : AGEOF REEERENCE PERSON 
BV SELEC'I’EI) CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEin'EMBER ■ DECEMBER, 19H6

Gross weekly income anti characteristics 
of income unils

Af;e of reference person (years)

15-24 25-34 35 44 45-54 55-64 65 and over

AU 
married 
coufile 

units

Gross weekly income ($) ■ '000 ■

1 - 149
150 
200
250 
300
350 
400
450 
500
550 
600
650 
700
750 
800 
850 
900
950

199 
249 
299 
349
399 
449
499
549
599 
649 
699 
749 
799
849 
899 
949 
999

10(X) - 1049 
1050- 1099 
1100 and over 
'Piilul

* 4.1 
* 8.0 
*6.4

9.0 
* 6.6 
* 6.6 
* 6.4
12.4
15.7
10.2
10.6
11.9
11.4

* 6.2 
* 5.7
* 2.2
* 1.4 
* 2.1
* 1.7
* 1.4 
* 0.7
140.9

25.1
20.6
34.1
25.6
54.4
65.3
61.9
62.3
66.9
59.2
64.3
50.1
43.8
42.0
38.2
28.6
21.6

18.8
21.8
37.3

864.9

28.7
15.8
32.0
31.4
42.6
55.4
59.2
65.2
82.2
73.9
56.7
63.5
52.7
48.8
39.1
39.2
28.6
32.7

17.5
94.3

982.2

20.9
32.1
43.8
25.2
34.9
40.3
48.3
46.4
38.8
47.6
38.4
38.0
24.0
28.3
24.0
16.0
19.7
15.9
13.6
10.4
62.4

668.7

38.3
95.3
66.0
44 6
43.8
45.6
39.8
24.7
25.0
21.8
19.5
18.1
15.1
11.6
14.5

* 1.7
* 5.2
* 5.6
* 4.1
* 4.2
28.1

578.7

24.5 
222.2 
123.3
502 
24.3 
15.9
12.9

* 8.5
* 6.3
* 4.1
* 3.1
* 3.8
* 2.6
* 3.1
* 2.9
* 1.6
* 1.7
* 0.9
* 0.0
* 1.2 
* 8.4

521.5

141.5
394.1
305.6
185.9
206.5
229.1
228.6
219.6
234.8
216.9
192.6
185.4
149.6
139.9
124.4
95.3
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3,756.8

- Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

532
533

600
563

676
605

62.5
551

465
352

270
206

555
490

■ Per ceni of income unils -

Principal source of gross income: 
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Total

83.8 
* 2.5 
* 0.0
13.7

100.0

81.7
10.5

1..5
6.3

100.0

79.3
12.7
2.6
5.4

100.0

73.1
13.7
4,8
8.5

100.0

44.4
9.8

18.5
27.3

|(H).O

3.6

19.6
74.7

100.0

63.0
10.1
7.4

19.5
100.0

T>pe of income unit:
With dependent children - 

1 child 
2 children
3 or more children 
Total

Without dependent children and 
reference person aged - 
15-44 years 
4.5 - 64 years 
65 years and over
Total

I'olai

28.7
10.2

* 1.8
40.7

23.0
31.8
15.7
7O..5

15.6
41.4
29.6 
ÍÓ.6

28.2
16.2
9.8

54.3

9.5
2.3

75.^

1.7
*0.6
* 0.1

17.2
21.9
13.4

59.3 29.5 13.4
45.7 87.0

59.3
100.0

29.5
100.0

¡3.4
100.0

45.7
KMl.O

87.0
100.0

97.5
97.5

100.0

12.5
21.5
13.5
47.6

100.0

Number of earners:
Nil 
One

Total

11.8
32.7
55.4

100.0

5.7
42.0
52.3

100.0

6.1
36.7
57.2

100.0

10.9
37.6
51.6

100.0

40.2
37.9
21.9

100.0

90.0
7.6
2.4

100,0

24.0
34.1
42.0

100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and bcnefit.s to gross income;

Nii and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and lcs.s than 90
90 and over
Total

60.6
25.7 
*0.0 
* 1.8
11.8

100.0

38.7
53.5

1.5
1.7
4.6

100.0

23.0
69.3

1.0
4.4

100.0

55.6
34.6

1.5
1.6
6.8

100.0

59.8
9.5
3.4
9.9

17.4
100.0

10.9
6.8
8.0

31.0
43.3

100.0

37.8
40.0

2.8
6.8

12.5
100.0
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TABLE 11. MARRIED COUPLE INCOME UNITS : AGE OF REFERENCE PERSON' 
BY SELECLEl) CHARACTERLSTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER, 1986 -conlinued

Gross weekly income and characlerL'iiics 
of income unils 15-24

Age of reference person (years)

25-34 35-44 45-54 55 - 64 65 and over

AU 
married 
couple 

unils

■ Per cení of income unils ■

Nature of housing occupancy;
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

• private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

*2.5
28.9

6.1
42.6
19.Ü

100.0

9.5
56.2

3.5
18.8
10.9

100.0

26.5
54.6

3.1
8.1
6.9

100.0

47.6
39.6

3.4
4.0
4.2

100.0

70.0
17.9
2.9
3.3
5.1

100.0

77.1
10.0
3.9
2.5
5.7

100.0

39.2
39.5

3.4
9.6
7.4

100.0

(a) includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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I AHLE 12. MAKKIEl) COLPLE INCOME LM'l’S : PRIW'IPAL SOL RCEOE INCO.ME 
hV SELEC 1 El) ( HARACTEKISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEri E-MllER - DECE.MBER, 1986

Principal source of income

Cross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

Private income

Earned income

Waf^es or 
salary Own business

Gross weekly income (S)

1 - 149
150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650
700
750
800
850
900
950

199 
249
299 
349
399 
449 
499 
549 
599 
649 
699 
749 
799 
849 
899 
949
999

9.4
12.6

Total earned Other private
income income

.'000 ■

Cavernment
Total pensions anti 

benefits

All 
married 
couple 

unils

KXX) - 1049 
1050- 1099 
11CX) and over 
'I'ldal

50.5
131.4
165.5
178.4
174.2
200.3
195.9
171.5
171.4
129.2
128.8
111.2
84.7
67.0
72.3
56.9
50.2

180.8
2.367.9

24.2 
20.3 
41.2 
33.2 
27.3 
31.7 
29.7
27.3 
20.7 
15.4 
14.2

*7.5
12.2 

* 7.0 
*7.7 
* 7.8 
* 8.5
•6.2 
* 3.1 
*2.2 
30.6

378.2

33.6
32.9 
66 9
83.7

158.8
197.3
208.2
201..5
221.1
211.3
185.7
178.9
141.4
135.8
118.9
92.5
75.5
78.4
60.0

211.4
2,746.1

39.1
10.3
21.9
37.2
34.0
23.0
16.6
16.7
13.7

* 5.6
* 6.3
• 5.5
• 8.1
•3.4
* 5.5
*2.8
* 2.8
* 1.9
* 0.9
• 4,0
19.8

279.2

72.7 
43.1
88.7

120.9 
192.8
220.3 
224 8
218.2 
234.8
216.9 
192.0
184.4 
149.6
139.2
124.4
95.3 
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3,02SJ

68.8
351.0
216.8
65.0
13.7
8.8

* 3.8
* 1.4
* 0.0
* 0.0
*0.6
* 1.0
• 0.0
* 0.7
• 0.0
•0.0
• 0.0
•0.0
•0.0
• 0.0
*0.0

731.5

141.5
394.1
305.6
185.9
206.5
229.1
228.6
219.6
234.8
216.9
192.6
185.4
149.6
139.9
124.4
95.3
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3.756.8

- Dollars per week. -

Mean income
Median income

671
611

534
417

652
590

538
345

642
572

197
192

555
490

• Per cent of income units -

Type of income unii:
Wiih dependent children - 

1 child
2 children
3 or more children 
Total

Without dependent children and 
reference person aged - 
15-44 years 
45 - 64 years 
65 years and over
Total

Total

20.6
27.3
15.0
62.9

20.9
24.4
21.2
66.5

20.6
26.9
15.8
63.4

8.9
8.9
4.7

19.5
25.3
14.8
59 6

7.4
7.8
7.5

?2 7

17.2
21.9
13.4
52 4

17.4
19.0
0.7

37.1 
ìMiA)

8.3
22.3

2.9
33.5

100.0

16.2
19.5

1.0
36.6

100.0

40.2
35.1
77.5

100.0

14.9 2.S

4.1
40.4 

HKl.O
77.3

100.0

12.5
21.5
13.5
476

100.0

Number of earners:

()ne

total

44.8
.55.2

iOO.O

35.7
64.3

100.0

43.6
56.4

100.0

16.9
158
7.3 

HMl.O

7.1
41.0
51.9 

KMLO

93.7

* 0.9
100.0

24.0
34.1
42.0

100,0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

47.4
51.4

1.2

39.6
55.8

4.6

46.4
52.0

1.7

53.0
26.4
20.6

47.0
49.6
3.4

100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

* 0.5 
35.0 
64.4 

100.0

37.8
40.0

2.8
6.8

12.5
100.0
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TABLE 12. MARRIED COUPLE INCOME UNITS : PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME 
BY SELECT ED CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEPl'EMHER - DECEMBER, 1986 -continued

Principal source of income

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

Private income

Earned income

H'ûgéi or 
salary Own business

Total earned Other private
income income

Government
Total pensions and 

benefits

Ml 
married 

couple

■ Per ceni of income units

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government 

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

27.1
50.0

2.8
11.3
7.8

100.0

43.1
39.4 

* 0.9
7.8
7.9

100.0

29.3
48.6

2.5
10.8
7.8

100.0

76.5
16.0

* 0.1
4.5 

* 2.1 
100.0

33.7
45.6

2.3
10.3
7.2

100.0

61.9
14.4

8.2
6.9
7.9

100.0

39.2
39.5

3.4
9.6
7.4

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose naiurc of housing occupancy was nol reported.
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TABLE 13. MARRIED GOVPLE INCOME UNITS : NUMBER OE EARNERS IIV SELEC'I ED CHARAC'I ERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SEri'KMHbR ■ DECE.MBER, 1986

Number of earners

Cross weekly income and characferislic!! 
of income units

Nil earners and af’e of reference person 
(years)

15 -44 45 ■ 64 65 anil over

Total nil 
earners One earner Two earners

Ml 
married 
couple

Gross weekly intximc (S) ■ '000 -

150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650
700
750
800
850
900
950

1000 •
1050 -

1 • 149
199
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799 
849
899
949
999

1049
1099

1 i (X) am! over 
Total

35.3 
25.1 
39.1
13.8 

*7.0
* 1.4

* 0.5 
* 0.4 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
• 0.0 
* 1.0 
* 0.0 
*0.4
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
* 0.0 
125 J

42.4
110.2 
69.1
29.5 
13.1
11.5

* 6.4 
* 6.0 
* 4.4
* 1.8
• 1.9
* 2.9
* 1.1 
*0.0 
* 1.4 
* 1.7 
* 0,0 
* 0.6 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.9

305.1

22.4 
216.2 
116.0
45.7 
19.4 
11.3
9.6 

*7.2 
*5.1 
*2.8 
*2.6 
* 1.3 
*0.9 
* 1.3 
* 1.8 
* 0.9 
• 0.0 
* 0.9 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*4.1

469.4

100.1
351.6
224.3

88.9
39.5
24.2
17.3
13.6
9.9

* 4.6
* 4.5

3.0 
* 1.3 
* 3.6 
* 2.6 
* 0.0 
* 1.5 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 5.0

899.9

31.6
32.4
58.9
71.6

137.7
162.1
146.5
130.7
114.3

85.8
65.7
52.1
31.0
33.7
23.7
19.2
11.5
11.7
9.6

12.4
38.2

1,280.4

9.8
10.1
22.4
25.4
29.3
42.7
64.7
75.3

110.6
126.4
122.3
129.0
115.6
105.0
97.1
73.5
66.7
67.2
51.3
44.1

188.1
1,576.6

141.5
394.1
305.6
185.9
206.5
229.1
228.6
219.6
234.8
216.9
192.6
185.4
149.6
139.9
124.4
95.3
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3,756.8

- Dollars per week ■

Mean income
Median income

189
202

237
200

246
199

235
200

511
450

774
709

555
490

■ Per cent of income unils ■

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Tut al

13.3
86.7

100.0

-35
66.5

100.0

20.4
79.6

100.0

23.9
76.1

100.0

82.9
10.5
3.4
3.1

100.0

82.9
15.4

1.3 
* 0.4
100.0

63.0 
lO.I
7.4

19.5
100.0

Type of income unit;
With dependent children - 

1 child
2 children
3 or more children 
Total

Without dc[x:ndcnt children and 
reference person aged • 
15-44 years 
45 - 64 years 
65 years and over
Total

Tutat

20.0
33.1
30.7
83.7

10.8
5.9
4.0

20.7

* 1.4
* 0.5
* 0.1

2.1

7.2
6.9
5.T

¡9.7

20.0
28.0
19.0
67.0

20.6

1*3.1
592

17.2
21.9
13.4
52.4

16.3
79.3

16.3
100.0

79.3
100.0

97.9
97.9

100.0

2.3 
26.9 
51.1 
80.3

100.0

6.7 
23-4

2.9
33.0

100.0

23.2
17.0
0.7

40.8
100.0

12.5
21.5
13.5
47.6

100.0

Percentage contribution ofgovemmenl 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

*2.1
• 5.3
*5.8

8.1
78.7

100.0

22.7
5.8
5.0

19.0
47.5

100.0

7.9
5.2
7.5

31.3
48.1

100.0

12.1
5.4
6.4

23.9

100.0

34.0
60.2
2.9
2.8

• 0.1
100.0

55.6
43.2

0.8 
*0.3 
* 0.1 
100.0

37.8
40.0

2-8
6.8

12.5
100.0
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TABLE 13. .MARRIED COUPLE INCOME UNITS : NUMBER OF EARNERS BY SELECTED CHARACl'ERISTICS, 
AUS'I’RALIA, SEFfEMBER - DECEMBER, 1986 -continued

Number of earners

Gross weekly income and characlerislics 
of income units

Nil earners and age of reference person 
(years)

¡5-44 45-64 65 and over

Total nil 
earners One earner Two earners

All 
married 
couple 

units

■ Per cent of income unils -

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government 

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

15.1
32.0
16.7
24.3
11.1

100.0

70.5
15.2
5.8
3.4
4.3

100.0

78.2
9.1
4.0
1.9
5.9

100.0

66.8
14.4
6.4
5.5
6.1

100.0

34.3
42.4
3.3

10.2
9.0

100.0

27.4
51.5

1.9
11.5
6.8

100.0

39.2
39.5

3.4
9.6
7.4

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.



TABLE 14. MARRIED COUPLE INCOME UNITS: NUMBER OF EARNERS BY NUMBER OF DEPENDENT CHILDREN BY INCOME, AUSTRALIA, SEITEMBER - DECEMBER, 198«

Number of earners

Gross weekly income (J)
Nil earners One earner Two earners

1-149
150 
2(X)
250 
300
350 
400
450
500 
550
600 
650
700 
750
800 
850
900 
950

199
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899
949
999

1000- 1049
1050- 1099 
11(X) and over
Total

Mean income
Median income

Wi/hout One 2 or more
dependeni dependent dependent

children

55.4
320.1
164.9
67.4
27.3
22.4
15.2
12.2
9.5

* 3.7
* 4.0
* 3.8
•2.4
• 1.3
* 3.2
* 2.6
* 0.0
* 1.5
♦ 0.0
*0.0
*5.0

722.1

244
197

child

16.3 
22.9 
16.3

• 3.2 
*3.4 
*0.8 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.9 
•0.0 
*0.4 
*0.5 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
64.8

189
193

children

28.3 
* 8.5 
43.1
18.3
8.8 

* 1.1 
* 2.1
* 1.4
* 0.4
* 0.0 
* 0.5 
* 0.0
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.4
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.0 
* 0.0
112.9

206
224

Without
Total dependent 

children

100.1
351.6
224.3

88.9
39.5
24.2
17.3
13.6
9.9

*4.6
*4.5
*4.3
•3.0
* 1.3
*3.6
*2.6
*0.0
* 1.5
*0.0
•0.0
*5.0

«99.9

16.2 
16.2 
31.4
30.5
57.6 
52.0 
50.7
38.9
26.9
21.7
15.6
12.4
9.5
9.6

•8.1
•3.7
•2.6
• 1.9
•3.6
*2.0
11.1

422.3

One 2 or more
dependent dependent

child

* 4.8
* 4.9
13.3 
11.0 
24.0 
36,7
28.3 
34.8
23.2 
18,1
12.0 
12.7

* 1.8
* 5.2
* 4.1
* 4.9
*2.2 
*4.8
* 0.9
* 2.8
* 5.3

255.8

children

■ '000 ■

10.6
11.3
14.2
30.1
56.0
73.4
67.5
57.0
64.1
46.0
38.1
27.1
19.7
18.9
11.5
10.6

*6.7
*5.0
*5.1
*7.5
21.7

602.3

Total
Wiihoul One 2 or more

dependent dependent dependent
children child children

Total

All 
married 
couple

235
200

466
404

31.6
32.4
58.9
71.6

137.7
162.1
146.5
130.7
114.3
85.8
65.7
52.1
31.0
33.7
23.7
19.2
11.5

9.6
12.4
38.2

1,280.4

• 2.2
* 4.2
12.1
9.0
9.6
9.2

23.9
26.4
38.4
39.3
54.9
64.8
48.7
43.6
45.1
33.5
26.6
27.0
24.3
20.4
80.8

643.8

* 1.8
*2.3
* 1.0
* 5.7
* 8.2
10.1
9.4

16.7

29.5
23.9
14.1
26.1
25.6
19.9
16.1
10.7
19.0
15.7

• 7.8
38.1

324.6

• 5.8
* 3.6

9.4
10.7
11.5
23.5
31.4
32.1
49.1
57.7
43.5
50.1
40 8
35,8
32.1
23.9
29.4
21.2
11.3
15.9
69.3

608.2

9.8
10,1
22.4
25.4
29.3
42.7
64.7
75.3

110.6
126.4
122,3
129.0
115.6
105.0
97.1
73.5
66.7
67.2
51.3
44.1

188.1
1,576.6

141.5
394.1
305.6
185.9
206.,5

228.6
219.6
234.8
216.9
192.6
185.4
149.6
139.9
124.4
95.3
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3,756.8

- Dollars per week -

492
454

551
482

511
450

784
726

814
730

740
674

774
7C>9

555
490



23

TABLE 15. MARRIED COUPLE INCOME UNITS : PERCENTAGE CONl'RIBUTIOX OF GOVERNMENT PENSIONS AND BENEFITS 
TO INCOME, BV SELECI'ED CHARACPERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEPfEMBER • DECE.MBER, 1986

Cross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

Per ceni of income from govern/nen! pensions anti benefits

Nii and less than 1 1 and less than 20 20 and less than 90 90 and over

All 
married 
couple

Gross weekly income (S) .•000-

1 
150 
200 
250 
300 
350 
400 
450 
500 
550 
600 
650 
700 
750 
800 
850 
900 
950

149
199
249 
299
349 
399
449
499 
549
599 
649
699 
749
799 
849
899 
949 
999

1000- 1049
1050- 1099
1100 and over
Total

41.3
20.1
39.8
45.7
68.3
63.6
77.4
72.5
76.0
67.5

103.3
101.9
85.6
82.4
81.0
59.0
42.8
51.8
40.9
33.5

166.4
1,420.9

13.0
18.9
37.3
52.6

109.4
143.8
140.3
141.9
154.9
147.8
88.7
82.5
63.9
56.8
43.4
35.4
35.4
27.6
20.0
23.0
64.8

1,501.5

36.6
63.1

145.9
56.7
22.9
15.9

9.1
*4.7
*3.9
* 1.6
*0.0
•0.0
*0.0
*0.7
*0.0
*0.9
*0.0
* 1.0
*0,0
*0,0
*0,0

363,0

50.7 
292.1

82.5 
30.9 
• 5.9 
* 5.8 
* 1.7 
* 0.5 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.6 
* 1.0 
* 0.0 
• 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0

471.5

141.5
394.1
305.6
185.9
206.5
229.1
228.6
219.6
234.8
216.9
192.6
185.4
149.6
139.9
124.4
95.3
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3,756.8

- Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

731
668

581
530

240
222

186
180

555
490

■ Per ceni of income units -

Principal source of gross income;
Wages or salary
Own business, trade orprofession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Total

79.0
10.5
10.4

81.0
14.1
4.9

100.0 100.0

7,7

15.9
71.6

100.0
100.0
100.0

63.0
10.1
7.4

19.5
100.0

Type of income unit:
With dependent children - 

1 child 
2 children
3 or more children 
Total

Without dependent children and 
reference person aged - 
15-44 years 
45 - 64 years 
65 years and over
Total

Total

20.2
3.0

* 0.5
23.6

30.6
41.9

3.9
76.4

100.0

19.9
47.3
27.8
95.0

3.9
6.8

10.0
20.7

9.7
9.3
9.1

28.1

17.2
21.9
13.4
52.4

0.8
2.0
2.2
5.0

100.0

22.1
55.1
79.3

100.0

3.3
22.0
46.6
71.9

100.0

21.5
13.5
47.6

100.0

Number of earners:
Nil
One
Two
Total

7.7
30.7
61.7

100.0

3.3
51.3
45.4

100.0

75.1
20.0
4.8

100.0

99.5 
* 0.3 
* 0.2 
100.0

24.0
34.1
42.0

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includc.s rent-free)
Total (a)

40.3
39.0

2.0
11.4
5.8

100.0

25.7
53.3

2.5
9.2
8.8

100.0

13.6
2.9
5.7
5.0

100.0

53.4
16.9
11.2
8.4
9.3

100.0

39.2
39.5

3.4
9.6
7.4

100.0

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TAIlLi: 16 MARKIE» COUPLE INCOME UNITS : NATURE OE HOUSING OCCUPANCY 
IIV SELKC I’El) CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEPFEMBER • DECEMBER, 1986

Nature of housing occuf^ancy

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income unils Owned outright Being bought

Renting

Government Private

Other 
(includes 
rent-free)

All 
married 
couple 

unils (a)

Gross weekly income (S) .'000 ■

150
200
250
300
350
400
450
500
550
600
650
700
750
800
850
900
950

1000
1050

1 - 149
199
249
299
349
399
449
499
549
599
649
699
749
799
849
899
949
999

1049
1099

1100 and over 
i'otul

75.1
246.1
190.1
98.3
82.9
83.0
87.4
64.8
73.9
72.4
57.9
44.4
39.7
39.1
36.0
28.2
18.4
18.6
17.2
11.8
86.5

1,471.9

36.0
61.0
51.5
42.1
67.4
89.7
99.9

104.6
112.8
89.3
94.9

100.2
71.7
74.7
59.2
49.6
48.0
45.2
37.3
33.9

114.4
1,483.6

*2.6 
28.8 
21.8
9.8 

12.1 
10.9

*4.6 
*6.4 
*7.3 
*5.2 
*2.2 
*3.4 
* 6.4 
*2.7 
* 0..5 
*0.9 
*0.5 
*0.9 
* 0.0
* 1.5 
*0.5 
129.0

9.8
23.5
21.6
19.8
27.8
30.0
22.3
21.3
26.9
24.5
20.6
21.0
23.3
11.9
14.6

• 4.4
* 7.0
* 4.5
* 5.1
13.6

361.0

16.7
32.5
17.9
14.4
13,4
13,8
12.3
19.1
13.9
21.8
15.4
13.1

*7.3
11.6
13.1
8.9 

*6.3 
•7.6 
•0.8 
• 3.0
13.9

276.7

141.5
394.1
305.6
185.9
206.5
229.1
228.6
219.6
234.8
216.9
192.6
185.4
149.6
139.9
124.4
95.3
78.2
80.4
60.9
56.4

231.2
3,756.8

■ Doilarsper week -

Mean income
Median income

493
376

641
591

369
301

538
509

537
492

555
490

■ Per cent of income unils ■

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Total

43.7
11.1
14.5
30.7

100.0

79.9
10.0
3.0

100.0

50.7
*2.8
*0.2
46.3

100.0

74.3
8.2
3.5

14.0
100.0

66.3
10.8

* 2.1
20.8

100.0

63.0
10.1
7.4

19.5
100.0

T>pc of income unit;
With dependent children - 

1 child 
2 children
3 or more children 
Total

Without dependent children and 
reference person aged - 
15-44 years 
45 - 64 years 
65 years and over 
Total

Total

12.9
13.9
7.8

34.6

20.1
29.1
18.6
67.8

16.4
19.5
19.7
55.5

21.3
21.6
12.3
55.2

20.1
27.4
14.3
61.8

17.2
21.9
13.4
52.4

3.7
34,9
26.9
65.4

100.0

16.0
12.8
3.4

32.2
100.0

*6.4
22.8
15.3
44.5

100.0

33.2
8.6
3.1 

dd.8
100.0

15.4
12.9
9.9

38.2
100.0

12.5
21.5
13.5
47.6

100.0

Number of earners:
Nil
One
Two
Total

40.8
29,8
29.4

100.0

8.7
36.6
54.7

100.0

44.7
32.5
22.8

100.0

13.8
36.1
50.2

100.0

19.8
41.5
38.7

100.0

24.0
34.1
42.0

100.0

Percentage contribution of govcniincni 
pensions and benefits to gross income;

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

38.9
26.2

4.4
13.4
17.1

100.0

37.4
54.0

1.6
1.7
5.4 

lUO.O

22.3
28.8 

* 2.6 
•5.4
40.9

100.0

45.1
38.2

2.8
2.9

11.0
100.0

29.9
47.6

* 1.8
4.9

15.9
100.0

37.8
40.0

2.8
6.8

12.5
100.0

(a) Includes income units whose naiurc of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABI F 17 ONE-PARENT INCOME UNITS : INCOME UNIT QUINTILE GROUPS BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SEPI EMBER • DECEMBER, 1986

Grois weekly income quinlile

Characlerislics of income unils Lowest
20% 2nd 3rd 4ih

Highest 
20%

All 
one-parent

• Dollars per week ■

Upper boundary of quintile group
Mean income
Median income

150
109
137

171
159
161

217
190
190

346
278
280

n.a.
514
434

n.a.
251
190

• Per cent of income unils •

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits
Total

*0.0
*0.8
* 5.3
94.0

100.0

* 1.0
* 1.1
*0.0
97.9

100.0

* 2.1
* 1.5
* 1.5
94.9

100.0

57.4
*3.6
*3.9
35.2

100.0

92.7 
* 3.8 
* 3.4 
* 0.0 
100.0

30.7
*2.2

2.8
64.4

100.0

Sex:
.Male
Female
Total

* 10.2
89.8

100.0

*5.5
94.5

100.0

* 7.2
92.8

1(X).O

’ 12.8
87.2

100.0

21.3
78.7

100.0

11.4
88.6

100.0

Age;
15 - 24 years
25 - 44 years
45 years and over 
Total

23.1
57.2
19.7

100.0

33.1
56.7

* 10.2
100.0

15.6
77.1

100.0

*7.2
76.9
15.9

100.0

* 5.4
66.7
27.9

100.0

16.9
66.9
16.2

100.0

Number of dependent children;
I child
2 or more children
Tutal

80.7
19.3

100.0

56.6
43.4

100.0
78.9

100.0

42.0
58.0

100,0

57.9
42.1

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Labour force status:
In the labour force
Not in the labour force
Tutal

21.8
78.2

100.0

19.1
80.9

100.0

32.7
67.3

100.0

76.3

100.0

98.1 
• 1.9 
100.0

49.6
50,4

100.0

percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Tutal

* 1.5
* 2.8
* 1.7
* 3.8
90.1

100.0

*0.0
*2.1
*0.0
18.6
79.3

100.0

* 2.5
* 2.6
* 1.3
34.0
59.6

100.0

*9.7
40.1

* 13.1
29.2
*7.9
100.0

20.1
77.8 
• 2.1 
* 0.0 
• 0.0 
100.0

6.8
25.1

3.6
17.2
47.3

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy;
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - goverruncnl

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

20.7
* 11.8

27.7
16.2
23.6

100.0

* 3.7
13.9
29.5
33.3
19.6

100.0

16.5
* 12.4

27.5
33.1 

* 8.8 
100.0

17.9
22.9

* 13.0
26.5
16.9

100.0

* 12.0

* 5.0 
24.0 
16.4

100.0

14.0
20.8
20.5
26.7
17.0

lOO.O

Estimated number iif income units 
(’000) 61.2 64.9 62.9 62.9 63 J 315.1

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 18. OM: .PARE.S r INCO.ME UNITS : AGE OF PARENT BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
ALSTRALIA. SEPI'E.MBER • DECEMBER, 1986

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

Age of parent (years)

J 5 ■ 24 25 -44 45 and over

All 
one-parent

Gross weekly income (S) ■ ‘000 -

150
200
250
300
350
400
450

149 
- 199 
- 249 
- 299 
- 349 
-399 
-449 
-499

13.5
31.0

* 3.1
* 1.1

500 and over 
I'otal

* 1.7
* 1.0
* 0.0
* 0.7
53.4

33.9
65.9
36.3
16.3
17.2
11.6
8.7

* 3.2
17.8

210.8

12.1
11.2

*3.2
* 2.1
*5.5
*7.3
* 1.6
* 1.6
*6.3
50.9

59.4
108.1
42.5
19.4
24.1
20.5
11.3

* 4.9
24.9 

315.1

• Dollars per week ■

Mean incoine 
Median income

183
164

260
203

284
240

251
190

■ Per cent of income units •

Principal source of gross income: 
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Govcmineni pensions and benefits 
'Futal

* 9.9
* 1.9
• 0.0
88.2

100.0

31.8 
* 2.8 
* 3.3 
62.1

100.0

47.9
*0.0
*3.6
48.5

100.0

30.7
• 2.2

2.8
64,4

100.0

Sex;
Male
Pcmalc 
Total

* 7.1
92.9

100.0
88.6

100.0

* 15.6
84.4

100.0

11.4
88.6

100.0

Number of dependent children:
1 child
2 or more children 
'I'utal

62.8
37.2

100.0

44.4
55.6

100.0

69.1
30.9

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Labour force status: 
In the labour force 
Not in the labour force 
'I'otal

26.0
74.0

100.0

53.8
46,2

100.0

56.9
43.1

100.0

49.6
50.4

100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

* 4.0
* 5.7
* 2.1

* 12.4
75.8

100.0

7.6
26.1

* 3.6
20.3
42.5

100.0

*6.1
41.6
*5.4
*9.6 
37.3

100.0

6.8

3.6
17.2
47.3

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - govcniment

• private
Other (includes rent-free)
n'otal (a)

• 0.0
* 4.4
27.7
36.4
30.9

100.0

12.6
25.9
20.8

13.5
100.0

34.9
* 16.6
* 12.0

19.4
17.2

100.0

14.0

20.5
26.7
17.0

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose nalurc of housing occupancy was noi reported.
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TABLE 19. ONE-PARENT INCOME UNITS : PRINCIPAL SOURCE OE INCOME BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SEri’EMBER - DECEMBER. 1986

Pr incipal source of income

Gross weekly income and characlerislics 
of incoine units

Privale income

IVaggj or salary Total earned 
incotne (a)

Total private 
income (b)

Government 
pensions and 

benefits

All 
one-parent

Gross weekly income (S) - ‘000 ■

150
200
250
300
350
400
450

149
199 

-249 
-299 
- 349 
-399 
- 449 
-499

500 and over 
Total

*0.0
*2.0
*5.9
11.1
19.9
19.3
11.3

*3.9
23.4
96.8

* 0.5
* 2,7
*6,9
12,3
20,9
19.3
11.3

* 4.9
24.9

103.6

*3.7
*3.6 
* 6.9
13.1
23.5
20.5
11.3 

* 4.9 
24.9

112.3

55.7
104.5
35.7
•6.4
*0.6
*0.0
*0.0
*0.0
*0.0

202.8

59.4
108.1
42.5
19.4
24.1
20.5
11.3

* 4.9
24.9

315.1

■ Dollars per week

Mean income
Median income

425
368

423
366

406
359

164
165

251
190

■ Per cenl of income units ■

Sex: 
Male 
Pemale 
Total

21.2
78.8

100.0

22.9
77.1

100.0

21.1
78.9

100.0

6.0
94.0

100.0

11.4
88.6

100.0

Age:
15-24 years
25 - 44 years
45 years and over 
Total

*5.5
69.3
25.2

100.0

* 6.1
70.4
23.6

100.0

• 5.6
71.1
23.3

100.0

23.2
64.6
12.2

100.0

16.9
66.9
16.2

100.0

Number of dependent children:
1 child
2 or more children
Total

60.4
39.6

100.0

59.3
40.7

100.0

58.5
41.5

100.0

47.6

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

labour force status: 
In the labour force 
Nol in the labour force
Total

100.0 100.0

100.0 100.0

94.5
*5.5
100.0

24,7
75.3

100.0

49.6
50.4

100.0

Percentage coniribuiion of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

19.0 
72.2
*7.6 
* 1.3

19.7 
71.3 
* 7.9 
* 1.2

19.0
70.5
9.4

6.8

100.0 100.0 100.0

•0.4
26.1
73.5

100.0

3.6
17.2
47.3

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Reining - government 

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
TiHal (c)

13.3
37.1
*6.7
24.7
17.3

100.0

13,3
37.5

* 6.2
24.0
18.1

100.0

13.2
36.7
*6.2
24.3
18.8

100.0

14.5
11.9
28.5
28.0
16.0

100.0

14.0
20.8
20.5
26.7
17.0

100.0

(a) Includes income from own business, (b) Includc.s other private income, (c) Includes income unils whose naiurc of hou.sing occupancy was not 
reported.
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TABLE 2«. ONE-PARENT INCOME UMTS : SEX, NUMBER OE DEPENDENT CHILDREN AM) LA BOI R FORCE STA IT S, 
BY SELECT ED CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEI’TE.MBEK • DECEMBER, 19X6

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of ini^ome units

Male 
parent

Female
parent dependent 

child

One Two or more
depcruieni 

children

Parent in the 
labour force

Parent not in 
the labour 

force

A// 
one-parent

Gross weekly income ($) - '000 -

1 - 149 
150-199 
200 - 249 
250 - 299 
300 - 349 
350 - 399 
400-449 
450 - 499 
500 and over

Total

•6.2 
* 5.2 
*2.9 
* 4.0 
*4.0 
* 2.0 
*2.4 
* 0.7
* 8.3 
35.x

53.2
102.9
39.6
15.4
20.1
18.5

8.8
* 4.2
16.5

279.3

48.7
47.2
9.2 

*7.7
14.7 
13..5

* 6.4 
*0.9
14.1

162.3

10.7
60.9
33.4
11.7
9.5

* 4.9
* 4.0
10.7

152.x

13.4
25.2
19.9
15.2
22. .5
19.,3
11.3

*4.9
24.9

156.4

46.1
82.9 
22.7 

* 4.2
* 1.7 

* 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.0

I5H.S

59.4
108.1
42.5
19.4
24.1
20.5
11.3

*4.9
24.9

315.1

• Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

358
293

237
186

249
168

253
203

339
310

163
163

251
190

■ Per ceni of income units -

Principal source of gross income;
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or professio
Other private income
Govcnitneni pensions and benefits 
I'olai

57.3 
* 8.8 
*0.0 
33.9

100.0

27.3
* 1.3

3.1
68.3

100.0

36.0 
* 1.8 
*2.7 
59.5

100.0

25.1
* 2.5
* 2.9
69.5

100.0

61.9

* 1.7
32.1

100.0

* 3.9
96.1

100.0

30.7
*2.2

2.8
64.4

100.0

' Male

remale 
i'tdal

11)0.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

14.7
85.3

100.0

7.8

100.0

18.7
81.3

100.0
95.9

100.0

11.4
88.6

100.0

Age:
15-24 years
25 - 44 years
45 years and over 
Total

* 10.6
67.3

*22.1
100.0

17.8
66.8
15.4

100.0

20.7
57.7
21.7

100.«

13.0
76.7
10.3 

l(X).O

8.9
72.6
18..5

100.0

24.9
61.3
13.8

100.0

16.9
66.9
16.2

100.0

Number of dependent children: 
1 child
2 or more children 
Total

66.5
33.5

100.0

49.6
50.4

100.0

100.0

100.0
100.0
1(M).O

55.7
44.3

100.0

47.4
52.6

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Tolai

35.5
29.7
*0.8
*2.7
31.2

100.0

3.1

4,0
19.1
49.4

100.«

10.5
26.7
*3.8
13..5
45.5

100.0

* 2.8
23.5

* 3.4 

49.2
100.0

13.0
48.7

5.9
15.4
16.9

100.0

* 0.6
* 1.9
* 1.3
18.9
77.2

100.0

6.8 

3.6
17.2
47.3

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - govemmenl 

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

* 17.8
26.4

* 8.3
30.6

* 16.8
100.0

13.6
20.0
22.1
26.2
17.0

100.«

13.9
18.6
18.3
27.6
21.0

100.0

14.2
23.1
22.9
25.8
12.8

100.0

12.3
29.1

26.3
18.7

100.0

15.8
12.6
28.9

15.4
100.0

14.0
20 8
20.5
267
17.0

100.0

(a) Includes income uniis whose nuiiire of housing tKcupancy was noi reponed.
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TABLE 21. ONE-PARENT INCOME UNITS : PERCENTAGE CONTRIBUTION OE GOVERNMENT PENSIONS AND BENEFITS 
TO INCOME, BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEITEMBER - DECEMBER, 1986

Cross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

Percentage contribution of govern/nenl pensions and benefits to gross weekly income

Nil and less than I I and less than 20 20 and less than 90 90 and over

Ail 
one-parent

Gross weekly income (S) ■ '000-

1 - 149
150
200
250
300
350
400
450

199
249
299
349
399
449
499

500 and over 
'I'otal

*0.9
*0.6
* 1.0
*2.8
*3.3
*0.9
*0.0
*0.7
11.1
21.3

• 1.7
* 3.0 
* 2.5 
* 4.8 
19.6 
18.3
11.3

* 4.2 
13.7 
79.2

*3.4 
22.5 
28.1

9.6 
*0.7 
* 1.3 
*0.0 
*0.0 
•0.0 
65.6

53.4
82.0
10.9

* 2.2
* 0.6
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.0
* 0.0

149.0

59.4
108.1
42.5
19.4
24.1
20.5
11.3

* 4.9
24.9

315.1

• Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

538
533

393
366

206
207

154
156

251
190

■ Per cent of income units ■

Principal source of gross income: 
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Total

86.3
* 9.3
* 4.4

88.1
* 5.0
* 6.8

100.0 100.0

* 13.0
* 1.3
*3.7
82.0

100.0
100.0
100.0

30.7 
’2.2

2.8
64.4

100.0

Male 
Female
Total

59.7
40.3

100.0

13.5
86.5

100.0

*2.0
98.0

100.0

7.5
92.5

100.0

11.4
88.6

100.0

Age:
15-24 years
25 • 44 years
45 years and over 
Total

* 10.0
75.4

• 14.6
100.0

* 3.9 
69.4 
26.7

100.0

* 11.8
76.6

• 11.6
100.0

60.1
12.8

100.0

16.9
66.9
16.2

100.0

Number of dependent children:
1 child
2 or more children 
Total

80.1
* 19.9
100.0

54.7
45.3

100.0

42.8
57,2

100.0

49.6
50.4

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

labour force status: 
In the labour force 
Not in the labour force
Total

95.6
* 4.4 

100.0

96.2 
* 3.8 
100.0

50.9
49.1

IOO.O

17.7
82.3

IOO.O

49.6
50.4

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government 

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

* 10.9
40.7
*0.0

* 34.8
* 13.6
100.0

14.5
35.3 
*7.9
22.8
19.5

100.0

19.1
24.1

* 10.3
29.8

* 13.0
100.0

12.0
8.8

34.7
26.3
18.0

100.0

14.0
20.8
20.5
26.7
17.0

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose nature of housing occupancy wa-S nol reported.
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TABLE 22. O.SE-PARENT INCOME UNITS: NATURE OE HOUSING OCCUPANCY BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
 AUSTRALIA, SEErEMBER - DECEMBER, 1986

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income unils

Nature of housing occu/^ancy

Gross weekly income (S)

150
200
250
300
350
400
450

149 
- 199 
- 249 
-299 
-349 
-399
- 449 
-499

500 and over

Mean income
Median income

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Total

Sex;
Male
Female
Total

Age:
15-24 years
25 - 44 years
45 years and over 
Total

Number of dependent children: 
1 child
2 or more children 
Total

Labour force status: 
In the labour force 
Not in the labour force 
Total

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gro.ss income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

Owned outright Being bought
Renting

Government Private

■ '000-

Other 
(includes 
rent-free)

AH 
one-parent 

units (a)

11.5
10.8

*8.3
*2.9
*3.2
* 1.4
*2.1
*0.0
*4.1
44.3

*7.2 
12.4

* 7.3
*3.5

8.8
* 6.0
* 4.5
* 1.8
13.8
65.5

17.0 
31.2 

* 7.3 
*3.8 
* 2.3 
* 2.7 
*0.0 
*0.4 
*0.0
64.7

9.9 
35.4 
12.6

* 5.8 
* 6.2 
* 5.9
* 3.1 
* 0.7 
* 4.6 
84.2

13.8 
17.9

*4.5 
*3.5 
* 3.5 
*4.5 
* 1.6 
* 1.9 
*2.3
53.6

59.4
108.1
42.5
19.4
24.1
20.5
11.3

* 4.9
24.9

315.1

■ Dollars per week •

236
199

357
311

188
167

240
184

227
173

251
190

- Per cent of income units -

29.1
* 2.0
•2.3
66.6

100.0

54.8 
* 4.6 
* 3.6 
37.0

100.0

* 10.0
*0.0
*0.7
89.3

100.0

28.3 
* 1.2 
* 2.9 
67.5

100.0

31.2
*3.6
*4.6
60.6

100.0

3Q.1

2.8
64.4

100.0

* 14.4
85.6

100.0

14.5
85.5

100.0

* 4.6
95.4

100.0

13.0
87.0

100.0
88.7

100.0

11.4
88.6

100.0

*0.0
59.9
40.1

100.0

51.0
49.0

lOO.O

43.4
56.6

100.0

*5.3
26.0
*2.2
26.2
40.4

100.0

* 3.6
83.5

* 12.9
100.0

46.0
54.0

100.0

69.5
30.5

100.0

13 
*.2

* 6.1
18.0
19.9

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.

22.8
67.8 
*9.4 
100.0

46.0
54.0

100.0

29.2
70.8

100.0

*0.0
*9.7
* 1.0
*9.4
79.9

lOO.O

23.1
65.2
11.7

100.0

53.2
46.8

100.0

48.8
51.2

100.0

* 8.8 
21.4 

* 2.5 
20.7 
46.6

100.0

30.7
52.9
16.4

100.0

63.6
36.4

100.0

54.4
45.6

100.0

*5.4
28.9
• 5.2

* 10.7
49.9

100.0

16.9
66.9
16.2

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

49.6
50.4

100.0

6.8
25.1

3.6
17.2
47.3

100.0
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TABLE 23. ONE-I’ERSOS INCOME UNITS: INCOME UNIT QUINTILE GROUPS BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SEPTEMBER - DECE.MBER, 1986

Gross weekly incoine quintile

Characteristics of income units Lowest
20% 2nd 3rd 4th Highest 

20%

AH 
one-person

■ Dollars per week ■

Upper boundary of quintile group
Mean income
.Median income

103
84
95

160
123
119

280
221
221

395
333
331

559
500

264
221

• Per cent of income units -

Principal source of gross income;
Wages or salary
Own business,trade orprofession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
'Put al

6.3
1.3
8.6

83.7
100.0

21.0
2.2
3.6

73.2
100.0

74.8
4.9

10.8
9.4

100.0

89.5
5.2
5.0 

‘0.3 
100.0

90.5
5.1
4.4

• 0.1
100.0

56.5
3.8
6.5

33.3
100.0

Sex: 
Male 
I'crnale 
'I'ulal

41.8
58.2

100.0

37.4
62.6

100.0

47.3
52.7

100.0

59.8
40,2

100.0

71.3
28.7

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Age: 
15-24 years 
25 - 44 years 
45 - 64 years 
65 years and over 
I'otal

39.5
12.3
18.9
29.3

100.0

24.9
9.5

20.5
45.1

100.0

62.9
13.9
9.4

13.9
100.0

52.7
30.9
12.4
4.0

100.0

26.7
53.9
17.0
2.4

100.0

41.3
24.1
15.6
19.0

100.0

Labour force status:
Employed
Unemployed
Not in the labour force
Total

10.4
31.2
58.4

100.0

27.1
4.8

68.1
100.0

81.1
*0.7
18.1

100.0

95.6
*0.0

4.4
100.0

97.1
• 0.0

2.9
100.0

62.3
7.3

30.4
100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income;

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

15.8
*0.2
*0.2

1.8
81.9

100.0

24.7
* 0.3

1.8
23.3
49.9

100.0

82.3
2.9
5.4
3.5
5.9

100.0

97.3
*0.7

1.9
*0.0
*0.1
100.0

98.6
1.3

* 0.0
* 0.1
* 0.0
100.0

63.8
1.1
1.9
5.8

27.5
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

27.8
3.5
6.7

11.0
46.3

100.0

34.3
2.6
7.5

14.8
38.4

100.0

14.4
4.3 

*0.7
14.2
65.1

100.0

9.2
7.8

*0.9
25.1
54.7

100.0

12.4
20.8

26.0
36.2

100.0

19.6
7.8

18.2
48.1

100.0

Estimated number of income units 
(’000) 671.0 685.0 680.3 677.7 678.2 3392.2

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing (x:cup.incy was not reported,
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'FABLE 24.OSE-PERSON INCOME UNITS: AGE OF PERSON BV SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA,SEP'FEMIIER • DECE.MBER, 1986

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units J5 -24 25-34

Age of person (years)

35-44 45 ■ 54 55-64 65 and over

All 
one-person 

units

Gioss weekly inctxnc (S) - '000-

100
150
200
250
300
400
500
600

1-99 
1-149 
)- 199 
1-249 
1-299 
1 - 399 
1-499 
1 • 599 
1-699

700 and over 
'lutai

244.7
141.1
159.8
192.2
192.7
296.7
116.4
34.7
10.1
13.2

1,401.6

46.9
46.4
16.8
27.8
43.0

155.8
109.9
78.3
29.1
38.6

592.6

18.2
28.8 

* 6.7
11.7
16.5
39.9
39.2
26.4
15.6
22.2

225.1

20.3
50.8
10.8

* 8.2
15.4
38.3
24.6
17.3

*6.1
17.0

209.0

29.4
160.5

17.7
14.6
14.7
35.9
22.6

9.9
* 5.7

9.7
320-6

43.0
448.0

76.8
23.8
16.0
19.3

• 6.9
* 4.0
*3.0
*2.5

643.3

402.5
875.6
288.5
278.4
298.4
585.9
319.6
170.6
69.5

103.2
3392.2

- Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

245
240

385
367

396
374

341
298

222 143
112

264
221

- Per cent of income units -

Principal source of gross income;
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income 
Guveniincnl pensions and benefits 
Tula!

77.9
2.8
1.8

17.5
iOO.O

78.1
6.8

12.0
100.0

71.5
6.7
3.9

17.9
100.0

56.0
5.8
8.0

30.2
1<M).O

24,9
5.0

13.3
56.8

100.0

* 0.3
* 0.9
16.7
82.1

100.0

56.5
3.8
6.5

33.3
100.0

Male
Pcmale 
Tutal

58.6
41.4

100.0

67.2
32.8

100.0

67.5
32.5

100.0

52.0
48,0

39.0
61.0

100.0

21.9
78.1

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Labour force status:
I'mployed
Unemployed
Not in the labour force 
Total

82.5
12.0
5.5

100.0

87.1
5.3
7.6

100.0

80.1
8.6

11.4 
lOC.O

65.2
8.1

26.7
100.0

34.0
3.6

62.5
100.0

2.3

97.7 
lOO.O

62.3
7.3

30.4
100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

81.8
* 0.2
* 0.6

1.4
16.1

100.0

86.5 
*0.5 
*0.9 
* 1.3
10.7 

100.0

78.1 
* 3.0 
* 1.0 
*2.7
15.2 

100.0

68.1 
* 1.1 
*0.6 
*3.2 
26.9

100.0

39.4 
» 2.1 
* 2.0
11.8
44.7

100.0

2.4
6.2

18.4
63.7

100.0

63.8
1.1
1.9
5.8

27.5
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Tutal (a)

* 0.6
1.3

* 0.4
17.5
78.0

100.0

3.5
15.6

• 1.3
32.4
43.4

100.0

27.3 
* 3.4 
26.5 
27.5

100.0

30.2
17.2
5.5

19.5
22.9

100.0

48.2
11.1
8.9

11.5
17.6

100.0

60.9
3.1
8.3
6.9

18.2
100.0

19.6
7.8
3.4

18.2
48.1

100.0

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 25. ONE-PERSON INCOME UNI TS: PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF INCOME BY SELECTED CHARAi'TFRISTICS 
AIXTRAI lA «¿nxi’CiHiiL-ij iiL-z't't 11<■'» ’AUSTRALIA, SErrEMHER ■ DECE.MBER, 19S6

Principal source of income

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income unils

Private income

Earned income

Waf^es or 
salary Own business

Total earned Other private
income income

Talal private 
income

Government 
pensions and 

benefits

All 
one-person

Cross weekly income (S) ■ '000 -

100 
150
200
250 
300 
400
500 
600

1 -99
) - 149 
> - 199 
1-249
1-299 
1-399 
1-499
I - 599 
’-699

700 and over 
Total

32.3
96.9

175.9
220.5
258.2
533.1
295,7
159.5
61.2
81.7

1,914.9

* 8.4
13.9
10.4
15.8
18.6
26.1
15.3

* 6.0
* 2.1
11.2

127.«

40.7
110.8
186,3
236.3
276.8
559.1
311.1
165.5
63.3
92.9

2,042.7

56.9
20.9
40.3
26.8
20.2
25.3 

* 8.1 
*5.1 
* 6.2
10.2

219.9

97.5
131.7
226.6
263.0
296.9
584.4
319.2
170.6
69.5

103.2
2,262.6

305.0
744.0
62.0 
15.3

• 1.5

*0.4
‘0.0
* 0.0
*0.0

1,129.6

402.5
875.6
288.5
278.4
298.4
585.9
319.6
170.6
69.5

103.2
3,392.2

• Dollars per week ■

Mean income
Median income

351
325

358
293

352
323

250
193

342
314

108
104

264
221

■ Per cent of income unils ■

Sex: 
Male 
Female 
Total

59.8
40.2

100.0

90.8
9.2

100.0

61.8
38.2

100.0

42.0
58.0

100.0

59.8
40.2

100.0

34.8
65.2

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Age:
15-24 years
25 - 44 years
45 -64 years
65 years and over 
Total

57.0
32.6 
10.3

*0.1 
100.0

30.4
43.3
21.9 

* 4.4 
100.0

55.4
33.2
11.0

*0.4
100.0

11.6
12.5
27.0
48.9

100.0

51.1
31.2
12.6
5.1

100.0

21.7
9.9

21.7
46.7

100.0

41.3
24.1
15.6
19.0

100.0

Labour force status: 
Employed 
Unemployed 
Not in the labour force 
Total

100.0 100.0 100.0

100.0 100.0 100.0

13.6
5.1

81.3
100.0

91.6
0.5
7.9

100.0

3.6
20.9
75.5

100.0

62.3
7.3

30.4
100.0

Percentage contribution of govcmineril 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

98.6
0.7
0.8

97.5
* 0.6
* 1.9

98.5
0.6
0.8

68.7
10.7
20.7

95.6
1.6
2.8

63.8

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

17.3
82.6

100.0

1.9
5.8

27.5
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government 

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Tutal (a)

5.4
10.2
0.9

21.9
59.0

100.0

21.4
10,0

*0.0
18.9
48.0

100.0

6.4
10.2 
0.8

21.8
58.3 

lOO.O

55.5
6.5 

*0.8
9.7

25.1 
lOO.O

11.1
9.9
0.8

20.6
55.0

100.0

36.6
3.5
8.6

13.5
34.3

100.0

19.6
7.8
3.4

18.2
48.1

100.0

(a) Includes income units whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 26. ONE-PERSON INCO.ME UNITS: SEX AND LABOUR FORCE STATUS BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, 
AUS FRALIA, SEPPEMBER - DECEMBER, I9K6

Gross weekly income and characlerislics 
of income unils

Sex Labour force sialus

Mate Female Employed Unemployed
Total in labour Not in labour

All 
one-person

Gross weekly income (S) - '000 ■

100
150
200
250
300
400
500
600

1 -99
) - 149
)- 199
) - 249
1-299
1-399
1-499
1-599
1-699

700 and over 
i'otui

220.9
278.3
116.3
136.6
160.0
357.8
217.1
118.4
53,0
88.6

1.747.1

181.7
597.3
172.2

138.4
228.1
102.5
52.1
16.5
14.5

1,645.1

57.5
138.7
190.1
241.9
278.6
563.4
312.1
165.9
65.6
99.3

2,113.0

198.8 
43,3 

* 2.5 
* 1.5 
* 1.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0

247.2

256.3
182.1
192.6
243.4
279.6
563.4
312.1
165.9
65,6
99,3

2,360J

146.2
693.6

96.0
35.0 
18.8
22.4 
*7.5
• 4.7 
• 3.9 
* 3.9

1,031.9

402.5
875.6
288.5
278.4
298.4
585.9
319.6
170.6
69.5

103.2
33922

■ Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

309
288

217
163

349
320

87
92

322
301

133
109

264
221

- Per cent of income units ■

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
lolal

65.6
6.6
5,3

22,5
100.0

46.7
0.7
7.8

44.8 
lOO.O

90.6
6.0

1.9
100.0

4.5
95.5

100.0

81.1
5,4
1.7

11.7
100.0

17.3
82.7

100.0

56.5
3.8
6.5

33.3
100.0

' Male

Female 
Total

100.0

100.0
100.0
1(X).O

61.5
38.5

100.0

64.3
35.7

100.0

61.7
38.3

100.0

28.1
71.9

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Age:
15 - 24 years
25 -44 years
45 -64 years
65 years and over 
Total

47.0
31.5
13.4

8.1
100.0

35.2
16.3
18.0
30.5

100.0

54.7
33.0
11.6
0.7

100.0

68.0
20.5
11.5

100.0

56.1
31.7
11.6
0.6

100.0

7.5
6.8

24.8
60.9

100.0

41.3
24.1
15.6
19.0

100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income;

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less ihan 50
50 and less ihan 90
90 and over
Total

75.6
1.0
0.9
2.8

19.7
100.0

51.3
1.2
2.9
9.0

35.8
100.0

96.6
0.7
0.9
1.4
0.5

100.0

4.3 
* 0.0 
*0.3 
* 2.7 
92.8

100.0

86.9 
0.6 
0.8
1.5

10.2 
100.0

10.9
2,2
4.3

15.5
67.0

100.0

63,8 
l.I
1,9
5,8

27.5
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

10.5
8.9
1.7

20.9
55.2

100.0

29.3
6.6
5.2

15.4
40.7

100.0

6.9
10.2
0.8

21.7
57.8

100.0

4.6
* 2.5
* 2.3
20.2
66.6

100.0

6,7
9.4
1.0

21.6
58,7

100.0

49.2
4.1
8.9

10.6
23.9

100.0

19.6
7,8
3,4

182
48.1

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 27. ONE-PERSON INCOME UNITS: PERCENTAGE CONTRIBUTION OF GOVERNMENT PENSIONS AND BENEFITS 
TO INCOME, BY SELECI'ED CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEITEMBER ■ DECEMBER, 1986

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units

Percentage contribution of government pensions and benefits to gross weekly income

Nil and less than 7 7 and less than 20 20 and less than 90 90 and over

All 
one-person

Cross weekly income (S) •‘000 -

1
100
150
200
250
300
400
500
600

-99 
149 
199
249 
299
399 
499
599 
699

700 and over 
Total

94.7
123.5
191.7
245.6
282.1
572.5
316.8
166.6
67.6

102.2
2,163.5

* 1.4 
*0.8

9.3
* 7.8 
* 5.5 
*3.0 
*2.3 
*3.7 
* 1.9 
* 0.9 
36.7

12.8
159.6
46.5
20.4

9.3
10.0

*0.4
*0.3
*0.0
*0.0

259.3

293.5 
591.8
41.0 

* 4.6
* 1.5
* 0.4
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0 
* 0.0

932.8

402.5
875.6
288.5
278.4
298.4
585.9
319.6
170.6
69.5

103.2
3392.2

• Dollars per week -

Mean income
Median income

346
319

326
239

1.54
135

103
103

264
221

■ Per cent of income units -

Principal source of gross income: 
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Total

87.3
5.8
7.0

34.1
* 2.0
63.9

100.0 100.0

5.6 
*0.9
17.5
75.9

100.0
100.0
100.0

56.5
3.8
6.5

33.3
100.0

Sex: 
Male 
Female 
Total

61.0
39.0

100.0

47.8
52.2

100.0

25.0
75.0

100.0

36.9
63.1

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Age:
15-24 years
25 - 44 years
45 - 64 years
65 years and over 
Total

53.0
31.8
12.4
2.8

100.0

• 6.9 
26.9 
24.8 
41.4

100.0

10.5
8.4

20.1
61.0

100.0

24.2
10.4

41.3

43.9
100.0

15.6
19.0

100.0

Labour force status: 
Employed 
Unemployed
Nol in ihe labour force 
Total

94.3
0.5
5.2

100.0

37.6
* 0.0
62.4

100.0

18.3 
* 2.8 
78.9 

100.0

1.2
24.6
74.2

100.0

62.3
7.3

30.4
100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

9.3
9.9
0.7

20.8
56.6

100.0

52.7
* 15.5

* 3.6
* 14.3
* 13.9
100.0

60.9
4.3

* 2.0
12.6
19.4

100.0

30.8
3.4

10.0
13.9
37.9

100.0

19.6
7.8
3.4

18.2
48.1

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose nature of housing occupancy was not reported.
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TABLE 2S, ONE-PERSON INCOME UNITS: NATUREOE HOUSING OCCUPANCY 
BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, AUSTRALIA, SEITEMBER - DECEMBER, 1986

Nature of housing occupancy

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income units Owned outright Being bought

Renting

Government Private

Other 
(includes 
rent-free)

All 
one-person 

units (a)

Gross weekly income (S) -‘000 ■

100
150
200
250
300
400
500
600

1 -99 
)- 149 
1-199 
1-249 
1 - 299 
1-399 
1-499 
1-599 
1-699

700 and over
Total

51.2
360.6

57.6
35.5
24.4
54.5
35.1
24,1 
*8.4
14.2

665.7

12.0
26.0
12.5
8.6

16.5
47.7
53.2
37.5
19.0
30.6

263.5

10.4
84.1

* 4.3
* 1.3
* 1.9
*6.9
*4.9
* 0.9
*0.4
*0.0

64.4
102.5
35.3
38.1
53.3

154.4
90.8
47.8
13.6
18.1

618.3

248.5
273.9
175.0
191.6
194.3
308.3
123.2
57.5
26.9
34.1

1,633.2

402.5
875,6
288.5
278.4
298.4
585.9
319.6
170.6
69.5

103.2
3,392.2

■ Dollars per week ■

Mean income
Median income

207
125

430
411

145 
li)6

305
305

264

• Per cent afincóme units ■

Principal source of gross income:
Wages or salary
Own businc.ss, trade or profession
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
T(»lal

15.4
4.1

18.3
62.1

100.0

74.5
4.9
5.5

15.2
100.0

14.4 
* 0.0 
* 1.6
84.0

100.0

68.0
3.9
3.5

24.7
100.0

69.1
3.8
3.4

23.7
100.0

56.5
3.8
6.5

33.3
100.0

Sex: 
Male 
Female 
Total

27.6
72.4

100.0

58.7
41.3

100.0

25.6
74.4

100.0

58.9
41.1

100.0

59.0
41.0

100.0

51.5
48.5

100.0

Age:
15-24 years
25 - 44 years
45 - 64 years
65 years and over 
Total

* 1.2
7.2

32.7
58.8

100.0

6.8 
58.4 
27.2
7.6 

100.0

* 5.3 
13.5 
34.8 
46.4

100.0

39.6
40.7
12.5
7.2

100.0

66.9
19.6
6.4
7.2

100,0

41.3
24.1
15.6
19.0

100.0

Labour force status: 
Employed 
Unemployed
Not in the labour force 
Total

22.0
1.7

76.3
100.0

81.4 
* 2.4
16.2

100.0

14.9 
* 5.Ü 
80.2

100.0

74.2
8.1

17.7
100.0

74.8
10.1
15.1

100.0

62.3
7.3

30.4
100.0

Percentage contribution of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less iJiari 50
50 and lcs,s than 90
90 and over
Total

30.2
2.9
5.0

18.8
43.2

100.0

81.4 
• 2.2 
• 1.2 
*3.0
12.2

100.0

13.4
• 1.2

* 3.0
81.0

100.0

73.0
• 0.9

1.5
3.8

20.9
100.0

75.0
* 0.3

1.0
2.1

21.6
100.0

63.8
1.1
1.9
5.8

100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose nature of housing occupancy was not rcporlcd.
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table 29. SELECTED INCOME UNITS: LIFE CYCLE GROUP BY SELECTED CHARACI ERISTICS, 
AUSTRALIA, SEPFEMBER • DECEMBER, 1986

Gross weekly income and characteristics 
of income unils

One-person

35 years

Married 
couple 

willioul 
dependent 

children, 
reference 

person aged 
under 35 

years

Married couple with dependent children 
and age of eldest child 

(years)

Under 5 5 ¡5-20

Gross weekly income (S) • 000 •

1 - 149
150 
200 
250
300 
350
400 
450
500 
550
600 
650
700 
750 
800 
850
900 
950

199 
249 
299 
349
399 
449
499
549 
599
649 
699
749 
799 
849
899 
949 
999

1000-1049 
1050- 1099
1100 and over
Total

479.1
176.5
220.0
235.7
272.0
180.5
143.5
82.8
70.8
42.2
28.0
11.1
14.6

*7.8
*7.1
*3.6
*6.8
*4.0
* 1.6

* 5.3
1,994.1

* 8.4 
*8.2

8.6
*6.0
15.2

*4.9
10.9
14.1
20.4
20.0
28.2
31.6
26.6
23.3
21.4
17.3
14.3
14.7
12.0
12.3
20.3

338.7

11.3
16.9
21.0
15.3
26.7
42.2
37.9
44.5
35.0
30.1
30.9
17.3
14.1
15.4
9.9

13.6
*7.0 
*7.7
*7.7
*7.1
15.7

427.5

36.1
24.2
49.3
38.5
60.9
77.6
67.2
70.3
96.2
86.1
61.2
56.1
47.Ü
48.2
41.6
21.6
22.6
26.3
16.8
17.7
71.9

1,037.4

20.4
12.5
26.9
25.1
24.2
25.7
33.5
27.3
28.7
35.9
26.0
31.1
27.9
21.9
16.5
20.3
19..5
15.9

* 8.5
9.3

46.8
503.7

Mean income
Median income

287
274

695 
6<X)

554
494

Married couple without 
dependent children, 

reference person aged 
(years)

- Dollars per week -

622
550

648
589

55 64

33.0
87.7
56.9
37.0
37.8
39.4
34.4
20.3
20.9
15.4
18.7
17.6
12.6
10.7
14.1 

*7.1
* 4.3
* 5.6
* 3.2

22.6
503.5

454
349

- Per cent of Income un ils ■

65 and

24.5
218.3
120.6
49.2
22.8
14.5
12.9

* 8.5
* 6.3
* 2.4
* 3.1
* 3.8
* 2.6
* 3.1
* 2.9
* 1.6
• 1.7
• 0.9
* 0.0
* 0.2
* 8.4

508.5

268
205

One-person

aged
65 years 

and
over

491.0 
76.8 
23.8
16.0
9.9
9.3

• 4.6 
*2.3 
*2.7
• 1.3
• 1.1
* 2.0 
•0.9 
* 1.0 
•0.6 
•0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0 
*0.0

643 J

143
112

Principal source of gross income;
Wages or salary
Own business, trade or profession 
Other private income
Government pensions and benefits 
Tutal

78.0
4.0
2.2

15.8
100.0

88.7
5.1

* 1.5
4.7

100.0

80.2
11.1

• 1.6
7.1

100.0

76.0
12.7
2.6
8.7

100.0

71.0
14.4
5.7
8.9

100.0

44.4
9.0

19.8
26.8

100.0

3.2

19.3
75.3

100.0

*0.3
*0.9
16.7
82.1

100.0

Number of earners:
Nil
One
Two
Total

16.5
83.5

100.0

4.6
16.0
79.4

100.0

7.2
55.2
37.6

100.0

8.6
43.2
48.2

100.0

34..5
54.0

100.0

41.1
37.7

100.0

90.4
7.3
2.2

100.0

98.2

100.0

Percentage coniribuiion of government 
pensions and benefits to gross income:

Nil and less than 1
1 and less than 20
20 and less than 50
50 and less than 90
90 and over
Total

83.2
*0.3

0.7
1.3

14.5
100.0

92.3
2.6 

*0.3 
* 1.3

3.5
100.0

25.9
66.0 
*0.9 
* 1.3

5.8
100.0

10.5
78.6

2.3
1.8
6.9

100.0

23.0
65.1

3.0
* 1.7

7.2
100.0

65.0
4.8
3.5

10.3
16.5

100.0

10.9
6.6

31.7
43.2

100.0

9.4
2.4
6.2

18.4
63.7

100.0

Nature of housing occupancy:
Owned outright
Being bought
Renting - government 

- private
Other (includes rent-free)
Total (a)

5.5
0.7

21.9
67.7

100.0

5.4 
49.1 
• 1.3 
31.4 
10.8

100.0

11.6
54.9
3.2

18.0
11.4

100.0

24.8
51.8

4.8
9.7
8.5

100.0

40.1
46.6

* 1.7
4.3
6.8

100.0

71.0
17.1
2.8
3.2
4.8

100.0

77.8
9.9
3.9
2.2
5.4

100.0

60.9
3.1
8,3
6.9

18.2
100.0

(a) Includes income unils whose naiurc of housing occupancy was not reported.
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APPENDIX 1

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Scope Data collection method

Geographical areas

2. The survey covered both rural and urban areas in all
Stales and Territories.

Dwellings

3. The survey covered both private and special 
dwellings. Private dwellings arc houses, flats, home units, 
garages, tents and any other structures used as private 
placc.s of residence al the lime of the survey. Special 
dwcliing.s arc hotels, boarding houses, construction camps, 
caravan parks, etc.

Persons

4. The survey included all persons aged 15 or over 
except:

(a) certain diplomatic personnel of overseas 
governments, customarily excluded from census 
and estimated populations;

(b) overseas residents in Australia;

6. The survey was conducted throughout Australia in the 
period September to December 1986. The information 
was obtained by trained interviewers in a personal 
interview conducted with each resident aged 15 or over in 
the selected dwelling.

7. Respondents were asked to refer to personal records 
such as taxation assessment or return forms, group 
ccrtiricalcs, pay slips, etc. to enhance the accuracy of the 
data.

8. Persons with income from their own business who did 
not know their annual income were asked if the 
interviewers could call back when their rccord.s were 
available. Call-backs were made in February to March 
1987. (Annual income data were converted to weekly 
equivalents - sec definition of Income in Appendix 2, 
Glossary.)

Reliability of the estimates

9. The estimates provided in this publication arc subject 
to two typc.s of error - sampling error and non-sampling 
error.

(c) members of non-Australian defence forces (and 
their dependants) stationed in Australia;

Sampling error

(d) persons who migrated to Australia after 30 June
1986: and

10. This is the difference which would be expected

(c) students in boarding schooks and residents of in­
stitutions such as hospitals and sanatoria, and 
inmates of gaols, reformatories, etc.

Survey design

5. The survey was based on a multi-stage area sample
of private dwellings and non-private dwellings, and 
covered about one-sixth of one per cent of the population 
of Australia. The following table shows the number of 
responding households across Stales and Territories.

between the estimate and the corresponding figure that 
would have been obtained from a collection based on the 
whole population using the same questionnaires and 
procedures. A mca.surc of the sampling error for a given 
estimate is provided by the standard error expressed as a 
percentage of the estimate (relative standard error). In ihi.s 
publication, estimates with a relative standard error 
greater than 30 per cent arc preceded by an *. Appendix 
3 contains a discussion of sampling error a.s well a,s giving 
details for calculating the relative standard error for 
selected estimates in this publication.

Non-sampling error

1986 INCOME DISTRIBUTION SURVEY: 
NUMBER OF RESPONDING HOUSEHOLDS

II. These errors can occur whether the estimates arc 
derived from a sample or from a complete enumeration, 
and arc usually referred to as non-sampling errors. Three 
major sources of non-sampling error arc:

State or 'I'erritory_________
New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

Mclro- Oiher
politan urban Rural

1,313
1,221

659 
842
842
222

587 
326
552 
193
194 
242
68

134

159 
116
190 
107
79 
99

4
40

Total 
2,059 
1,663 
1,401 
1,142 
1,115 

563 
72 

174

(a) inability to obtain comprehensive data from all 
persons included in the sample. These errors 
arise because of differences which exist be­
tween the charactcristic.s of respondents and 
non-rcspondents;

Australia 5,099 2,296 794 8,189

(b) errors in reporting on the part of both respon­
dent!; and interviewers. These reporting errors 
may arise through inappropriate wording of 
questions, misunderstanding of what data arc 
required, inability or unwillingness to provide
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accurate information and mistakes in answers to 
questions: and

not applicable

(c) errors arising during processing of the survey 
data. These processing errors may arise through 
mistakes in coding and data recording.

n.a. not available

12. Non-sampling errors arc difficult to mcasuic in any 
collection. However, every effort was made to minimise 
these errors. In particular, the effect of the reporting and 
proces.'ing errors described above was minimised by 
careful questionnaire design, intensive training and 
supervision of interviewers, asking respondents to refer to 
records whenever possible and extensive editing and 
quality control checking at all stagc.s of data processing.

* estimates preceded by an * indicate a 
relative standard error for that estimate of more 
than 30 per cent.

17. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals. 
Published percentages in tables arc calculated prior to 
rounding of the figures and therefore some discrepancy 
may exist between these percentage!; and those that could 
be calculated from the rounded figures.

Interpretation of results
Electronic services

13. As ihc cslimatc.s arc based on a sample, they arc
VIATEL.

subject to sampling variability. In addition, estimates arc 
subject to reporting errors. Although some respondents 
referred to their records, in many eases the answers to the 
questions on income were based on memory. Some 
understatement in the estimates may be expected because 
of imperfect recall or misunderstanding, particularly of 
minor sources of income.

Kcy*656# for selected current economic, 
social and demographic statistics.

AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date time scric.s arc 
available on this ABS on-line service 
through CSIRONET.

14. For a number of rcason.s income received by a person 
dtKi.s not necessarily reflect hi.s of her living standard. 
GifLs and donations, for example those made by relatives 
or charities, were not counted as income even though they 
may have been an important means of support. Some 
people may have chosen to live off savings. Othcr,s have 
received benefits not involving direct cash payments, e.g. 
employment benefits of various kinds.

For further information phone the 
AUSSTATS Help Desk on (062) 52 
6017.

15. Income units which had zero income have been
excluded from tables.

Symbols and other usages

TELESTATS. This service provides foreign trade 
statistics tailored to users’ requirements.

Further information is available on (062) 
52 5404.

Floppy disk service

Selected ABS statistics arc available on 
floppy disk. Further information is 
available on (062) 5 2 6684.

16. The following symbols, where shown in columns of 
figurc.s or elsewhere in tables mean:
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APPENDIX 2

GLOSSARY

Deciles. Ten per cent groupings of the estimated 
population when income units arc ranked in ascending 
order according to each income unit’s income. Deciles in 
Tables 1 and 2 arc based on all income units.

Dependent child. Person aged under 15 years, or 
aged 15 to 20 years and a full-time sludent, who has a 
parent/guardian in the income unit and is neither a spouse 
nor parent of anyone in the income unit.

Earned income. Income from wages or salary, and 
from own business, Utjdc or profession, paid to persons 
who worked for one hour or more during the survey 
week.

Earners. Persons aged fifteen years or more 
(excluding dependants) who received earned income.

Employed person. Person aged fifteen years or more, 
who in his or her main job during the survey week: 

security and welfare programs. Family allowance 
payments arc included.

Gross weekly income. Sec Income.

Income refers to gross weekly income and is defined 
as the sum of amounts usually received per week (before 
lax or any other deductions) al the time of interview. It 
includes moneys received from wages or salary, 
govemmenl pensions and benefits and other regular 
payments such as superannuation, maintenance, etc. Il 
also includes derived weekly equivalent amounts of 
income received annually from own business, 
parmerships, interest, rent, dividends, etc. during 1985-86.

Income share is Ihc proportion of the total income 
of all income units acquired by each decile group.

Income unit is a person or group of persons 
consisting of cither:

(a) worked for one hour or more for pay, profit, 
commission or payment in kind in a job or 
business, or on a farm (including employees, 
employers and self-employed persons); or

(b) worked for fifteen hours or more without pay 
in a family business or on a farm; or

(c) was an employee who had a job but was not at 
work and was: on paid leave; on leave without 
pay for less than four weeks prior to the place­
ment date; stood down without pay because of 
bad weather or plant breakdown at their place 
of employment for less than four weeks prior to 
the placement dale; on strike or locked out; on 
workers’ compensation and expected to be 
returning to their job; or receiving wages or 
salary while undertaking full-time study; or

(d) was an employer or self-employed person who 
had a job, business or farm, but was not al 
work.

married couple income units;

one-parent income uniLs, or

one-person income units.

I mere.SI, rent, dividends, etc. includes income from 
interest on savings, bonds, debentures, etc., dividends 
from stocks and shares, net income from rental of a house 
or other property and net royalties. Income from these 
sources was estimated by deriving a weekly equivalent of 
amounts received from these sources in 1985-86.

Labour force. Persons were classified as being in the 
labour force if they were employed or unemployed.

Married couple income units consist of a husband, 
wife and dependent children (if any) as defined. De facto 
relationships arc included.

Mean income is the amount obtained by dividing the 
total income of a group by the number in that group.

Gini coefficient. This is an index for measuring 
inequality of income. The index, always between 0 and 1, 
is low for populations with relatively equal income 
distributions and high for populations with relatively 
unequal distributions.

Government pensions and benefits includes income 
received through programs of assistance to aged persons, 
incapacitated and handicapped persons, unemployed and 
sick persons, veterans and their dependants, widowed and 
single parents, families and children, and other social

Median income is that level of income which divides 
a group of income units into two equal parts, one half 
having incomes above the median and the other having 
incomes below it.

One-parent income units consist of a parent and at 
least one dependent child.

One-person income units consist of persons who arc 
not included in married couple or one-parent income 
units. Non-dependent children living with their parents arc 
classed as one-person income units.
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Other housing occupancy comprises income unils 
which:

rented from relatives or non-rclalivcs 
living in the same dwelling 

rented from an employer 

boarded or lodged with a relative or 
non-relative, or 

had a rent-free living arrangement.

Other private income comprises income from 
superannuation, interest, rent and dividends and other 
sources. Other sources comprises income from items such 
a.s private educational scholarships; maintenance or 
alimony; a trust or will; and an annuity. Income paid al 
regular intervals and received by a beneficiary under a 
will, settlement, deed, gift or instrument or trust was 
included. However, a lump sum payment from any of 
these sources was not included.

Own business, trade or profession (including income 
from a share in a partnership). In these eases, income was 
defined to be net of business expenses. If income had not 
been received in 1985-86 or a loss had been made, 
income from these sources wa.s recorded a.s nil. Income 
from these sources was estimated by deriving a weekly 
equivalent of amounLs received from these sources in 
1985-86. Income from limited liability companies is 
included in Wages or salary.

Principal source of income is the source which 
contributed most (i.c. the greatest proportion) to total 
income.

Prívale income comprises income from wages or 
salary; own business, trade or profession; superannuation; 
interest, rent and dividends; and other sources.

Quintiles. Twenty per cent groupings of the 
estimated population when income units are ranked in 
ascending order according to each income unit’s income. 
Quintiles in Table 9 arc based on all married couple 
income units, while quintiles in Table 17 and Table 23 arc 
based on one-parent income units and one-person income 
units respectively.

Reference person is the husband in a married couple 
income unit, the parent in a one-parent income unit and 
the person in a one-person income unit.

Renting, government. Income units renting Irom a 
State Housing Department, Trust or Commission, the 
Department of Tcrritoric.s in the Australian Capital 
Territory or the Northern Territory Housing Commission.

Penling, private. Income units renting Irom 
landlords (i.c. rciil estate agents and other individuals not 
occupying the same household).

Superannuation comprisc.s income from regular 
payments made to a person or their survivors by a former 
employer, either directly or through a superannuation 
fund, insurance company, etc. Any lump sum payment 
received by a person on their retirement was excluded.

Uhcmploycd person. Person aged lillccn ycar.s and 
over who was not employed during the survey week, and:

(a) had actively looked for full-time or part-time 
work at any time in the four weeks up to the 
end of the survey week and;

wa.s available for work in the survey 
week, or would have been available 
except for temporary illnes.s (i.c. 
lasting for less than four weeks to the 
end of the survey week); or 

wa.s waiting to start a new job within 
four weeks from the end of the 
survey week and would have sttirlcd 
in the survey week if the job had 
been available then; or

(b) was waiting to be called back to a full-time or 
part-time job from which they had been stood 
down without pay for less than four weeks up 
to the end of the survey week (including the 
whole of that week) for rcason.s other than bad 
weather or plant breakdown.

Wage.': or salary wa.s defined as the income from all 
wage or salary jobs and limited liability companies. The 
value of ilcm.s such as payments in kind, employer 
coniribulion,s to board or rent, gratuities and lips, etc. were 
not recorded a.s income.
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Estimation Procedure

APPENDIX 3.

TECHNICAL NOTE ON SAMPLING VARIABILITY

6. An example of the calculation and use of standard

Estimates derived from the survey were obtained by 
using a complex ratio estimation procedure which ensures 
that the survey estimates conform to an independently 
estimated distribution of the population by age and sex 
rather than to the age and sex distribution within the 
sample itself.

errors is a follows:

Reliability of the estimates

2. Since the estimates in this publication arc based on
information obtained from occupanLs from a sample of 
dwelling.s they arc subject to sampling variability; that is, 
they may differ from the figurc.s that would have been 
produced if all dwellings had been included in the survey. 
One measure of the likely difference is given by the 
standard error, which indicates the extent to which an 
estimate might have varied by chance because only a 
sample of dwclling.s was included. There are about two 
chancc.s in three that the sample estimate will differ by 
less than one standard error from the figure that would 
have been obtained if all dwellings had been included, 
and about nineteen chances in twenty that the difference 
will be less than two standard errors. Another measure of 
the likely difference is the relative standard error, which 
is obtained by expressing the standard error as a 
percentage of the estimate.

(■000)
80 -1-

70

60

50 -

40 -

30 -
3. Space docs not allow for the separate indication of
the standard errors of all the estimates in this publication. 
Standard errors of estimates of the number of income 
units can be obtained from Table A. Standard errors of 
mean and median income estimates arc obtained by using 
the appropriate factor from Table B in conjunction with 
Table A.

20

10 -

0

Standard errors of number of income units estimates

4. The size of the standard error increases with the level 
of the esumate, so that the larger the estimate the larger 
i.s the standard error. However, it should be noted that the 
larger the sample estimate the smaller will be the standard 
error in percentage terms. Thus, larger sample cstimatc.s 
will be relatively more reliable than smaller estimates.

5. As the standard errors in Table A show, the smaller
the estimate the higher is the relative standard error. 
Very small estimates arc subject to such high standard 
errors (relative to the size of the estimate) as to detract 
seriously from their value for most reasonable uses. Only 
cstimatc.s with relative standard errors less than 30% are 
considered sufficiently reliable for most purposes. 
However, estimates with larger standard errors have been 
included and are preceded by an asterisk (*) to indicate 
they arc subject lo high standard errors and should be 
used with caution.

From Tabic 4 the estimated number of income 
units with the reference person in the 35-44 
year age group earning S2(X)-249 per week i.s 
60,5(X). From Table A we sec dial since the 
estimate is between 50,000 and 100,(XX), the 
standard error is between 5,9(X) and 7,9(X). By 
interpolating wc estimate the standard error to 
be 6,300 ( to nearest KXl). Therefore there arc 
two chances in three that the value would have 
fallen within the range 54,2(X) to 66,8(X) if all 
dwellings were included and about nineteen 
chances in twenty that the value would have 
fallen in the range 47,900 to 73,100. This 
example i.s illustrated in the following diagram.

INCOME UNITS: EXAMPLE OETHE CALCULATION 
AND USE OE STANDARD EkROK.S

1 Slindard lirror: 
2 chances in 3 ihal the 
value lies in this range 
if all dwellings sclcx-tcd

!9 chwtcci in 20 Ihii

Standard errors of mean and median income 
estimates

7.

I-.stimaied value

1 Sianda/d PJTtx 
lisiimaled value *■ ut • 
2 Standard Rrrots

The standard errors of estimates of mean and median
incomes obtained by multiplying the relative standard 
errors of the corresponding population cstimatc.s by the 
appropriate factor from Table B. For example:

From Table 4, the mean income for income 
units with the reference person aged 15 to 24 is 
$269. This estimate corresponds to an estimated 
1,595,800 people in that category, which has a 
relative standard error of 1.4% (from Table A). 
From Table B, the factor for the mean income 
of all income units is 1.1, hence the estimate of 
mean has a relative standard error of 1.5% 
which corresponds to a stindard error of S4.

Standard errors of proportions and percentages

8. Proportions and percentages formed from the ratio of 
two estimates arc also subject to sampling errors. The size 
of the error depends on the accuracy of both the 
numerator and the denominator. An approximate formula
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for the relative standard error (RSE) of a proportion is 
given below:

RSE % (x/y) = a/iRSE % (x))^ - [RSE % (y)]^

been included in the survey is within the range 8,8(X) to 
27,400 and nineteen chances in twenty that thi.s difference 
is between -500 and 36,7(X).

9.

For example:

From Table 1, 15.0% of the fourth decile of 
income units are married couples with 
dependent children. Since the decile estimate of 
total income units is 737,4(K), the estimate of 
married couples with dependent children in the 
decile must have been 110,600. Hence the 
15.0% estimate will have a relative standard

13. Table C shows the estimated standard errors o.'' the 
upper boundarie.s of the decile groups featured in l'ahles 
1 and 2.

TABLE A. STANDARD ERRORS FOR I-XITMATKS OF THE 
NUMBER OF INCOME L'NTTS

error per cent:

= "VlRSE % (1 1O,6(X))[2 - [RSE % (737.400)f

= n/(7^

= 7.0%

'2- (2.3/

giving a standard error of 1.0.

Therefore, there arc two chances in three that the
percentage that would have been obtained if all dwellings 
had been included in the survey is in the range 14.0 to 
16.0, and about nineteen chancc.s in twenty that it is in the 
range 13.0 to 17.0.

Size of estimate 
3,500 
4,000 
4,500 
5,000 
6,000 

10,0(X) 
2O.(XX) 
SO.iXX) 

100,000 
2(X),00() 
300,000 
5()0.(X)0 

1 ,(XX),0(X) 
2.{XX),(XX) 
5,0(X),(XX) 

10,000,000 
20,000,000

StamJard

L6^ 
1.750 
1,850 
1,950 
2,150 
2,750 
3.850 
5.900 
7,900

10,5(K) 
12,300 
15,(XX) 
19,300 
24.6(K) 
33,000 
40,600 
49.4(X)

Relative 
standard

(percent)
46.7
43.8
41.3
39.3
35.9
27.7
19.3
11.7
7.9
5.3
4.1
3.0
1.9

0.7
0.4
0.2

10. The difference between survey estimates is also an 
estimate and is therefore subject to sampling variability. 
The standard error of the difference between two survey 
estimates depends on the standard errors of the original 
estimates and on the relationship (correlation) between the 
two original estimates. An approximate standard error of 
the difference between two estimates (x-y) may be 
calculated by the formula:

TABLE 11. RELATIVE STANDARD ERROR FACTORS FOR 
ESTIMATES OF MEAN AM) .MEDIAN INCOMES.

Income Units:
Mean Income 1.1

Siandard Error (x-y) =

VlStandard error(x)]'l2 |2+ [Standard crror(y)]'

II. While this formula will only be exact for differences 
between separate and uncorrclatcd (unrelated) 
characteristics or sub-populations, it is expected to provide 
a good approximation for all differences likely to be of 
interest.

For example:

From Table 4, 75,4(X) and 57,300 income units 
with the reference persons aged 25-34 and 
35-44 years, respectively, earn between S250 
and $299 per week.The difference between 
these figures is 18,100 which will have a 
standard error:

Standard Error = \'6.9(Xl" + 6,2(Xr’

= 9,300 (to nearest IfX))

12. Thus there are about two chances in three that the 
difference that would be obtained if all dwellings had

Mean Income, onc-parcnl and subcalegorised 
married couple units

Mean Income within deciles

- highest and lowest deciles 
- deciles 2-9

Mean Income within quintiles

- highest and lowest quintiles 
- quintiles 2-4

Median Income

-Median Income, onc-parcnl and subcalegorised 
married couple income unils

0.8

0.6
0.1

0.6
0.1

1.5

0.8

TABLE C. STANDARD ERRORS OE UPPER BOUNDARIES OE 
DECILE GROUPS

DecÀle

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9 

to

Sta niia rd

0.7

3.4
3.3
3.8
4.8
6.0
8.8
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APPENDIX 4

PUBLICATION AND DATA DISSEMINATION PROGRAM

1986 Income Distribution Survey

To fulfil users’ requirements from the survey, a 
dissemination program has been drawn up. This program 
consists of three major components:

1986 Income Distribution Survey, Persons with 
Earned Income (6546.0)(S8.00,including postagc)- 
rclcased 23 May 1988.

Publications, A number of ABS 
publications were designed to meet 
the needs of most users. These 
publications arc briefly described 
below and may be purchased through 
the mail or over the counter from 
offices of the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics in each capital city.

Contains data on persons with earned income and 
examines the relationship between levels of earned 
income and demographic and social characlcrislic.s of die 
recipients, e.g. age, sex, labour force experience, 
educational qualifications, occupation, etc.

Information Paper: ¡986 Income Dislrihtilion Sur-
vey, Sample file on
(6543.0)-rclcascd I February 1988.

Magnetic Tape

4 public use unit record tape has 
been released (1 February 1988) with 
unit record data ‘confidcntialiscd’.

This information paper provides technical and otlicr 
dclails of the sample file, condition.s of use and how to 
order it.

Unpublished data. More detailed 
classifications of the data in this 
publication may be made available 
on request. Generally a charge is 
made for providing this information. 
Inquiric.s should be made to the 
officer identified in the Phone 
Inquiries box or by writing to 
Income and Expenditure Section, 
ABS, P.O. Box 10, Bclconncn,

Related publications

3. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications:

Ì986 Income Distribution Survey, Australia - 
Preliminary Pesull.s (6545.0)

1986 Income Distribution Survey, Australia - Per­
sons with Earned Income (6546.0)

A.C.T. 2616. Extra tables arc
derived from a computer data base, 
and detailed specifications of the data 
items existing on that data base arc 
available from the above sources.

Information Paper: 1986 Income Distribution Sur­
vey, Sample File on Magnetic Tape (6543 0)

Income of Inciividuals, Australia, 198T82 (6502.0)

2. Dclails of all publications from this survey, 
including a summary of their contenLs, arc given below.

Income of Income Unils, Australia, 1981-82 
(6523.0)

Social Indicators No. 4, Ì984 (4101.0)
1986 Income Distribution Survey, Preliminary 

Results (6545.0) - released 26 November 1987. Australian Families, 1982 (4408.0)

Contains preliminary data for income units on a 
current and annual basis, and for persons with earned 
income on an annual basis.

4. Current publications produced by the ABS arc 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia (1101.0). 
The ABS also issues, on Tuesday.s and Fridays, a 
Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice arc available from any ABS office.
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