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MAIN FEATURES

. In November I97i, 21.2 per cent of mankd women, 
aged nadcr dOaad witboul chBdico, expected to have 
no chldren, 6.3 per cent one chid, S03 per cent 2 
chldren, aad 22.2 per cent 3 or mote. The 
proportiom for annied women under 40 who had 
ahady had om or mote chldien, were 76.4 per cent 
no mote chldren, 16.8 per cent one addMonal chU, 
5.6 per oe=t 7 addMonal chldren aaul 1.2 per cent 
three or mote additional chldren. Over 92 per cent of 
tire wonen mtveyed provided information about 
birth expectatiom.

. Juat under half the manifd women umlcr 40 who had 
had one chid expNted to have one mote, and 84 per 
cent with two chldren expected to have no mote 
chldien.

By adding together the number of chldren these 
women had liad and the number of chldaen they 
expected to have, an indication can be given of the
total number of dUklren ( ahcady bon and
expected to be bom) of thcae women. The avenge 
number of actual and expected chldren of married 
women near the end of their chld-beating period, i.e. 
aged 35 to 39 yean, wax ntimated at 2.9, compared 
with 2.4 at ages 15-19, 20-24 and 25-29, and 2.6 at 
agea 30-34. The average for all matried women under 
40 was 2.6.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

» Introduction

Thb publication contains preliminary results of a 
survey in November 1976 of the child-bearing hbtories 
and birth expectations of ever-married women in 
Auatralia. The survey was conducted as a supplement to 
the regular quarterly Population Survey. Questions were 
directed to women under the age of 40 who were 
married, widoured or divorced, and who were available 
for personal inleniew. Information was obtained about 
the birth date and tex of each child and the number of 
chldren still living. Women married at the time of the 
survey were asked how maty more chldren they 
expected to have, altogether and in the next five years, 
and when they expected the next chid to be bom.

Scope

area aarnple of dwelUngx covering about two-thlrdi of 
percent of the population of Auatralia. Theone

information is obtained by carefully chosen and 
specially trained interviewers, the interviews being 
carried out over four «reeks. Members of the permanent 
defence forces and diplomatic personnel are excluded. 
Also excluded from die November 1976 questions on 
children and birth expectations were women in hospital 
and women living in institutiona. Birth expectations 
questions were not asked of widowed and divorced 
«romen.

Ectbnation

To obtain the preliminary estimates shown in this 
statement ratio estirnation procedures were used based 
on benchmarks of the female population in the required 
age. State or Territory and regional categories, derived 
from 1971 Census figures updated in accordance with 
subsequent deaths and net migration. For the final 
estimates it is proposed to use more suitable 
benchmarks, derived from the 1976 Census (adjusted for 
underenumeration) and classified by marital status.

Reliability of the Eithnates

Since the estimates in this statement are based on 
information obtained from occupants of a sample of 
dwellings, they may differ from the figures that would 
have been produced if tlte information had been 
obtained from occupants of all dwellings. One measure 
of the likely difference is given by the StandanI Error, 
which indicates the extent to which an estimate might 
have varied by chance because only a sample of 
dwellings was included in the survey. There are about 
two chances in three that a sample estimate wUl differ 
by less than one standard error from the figure that 
would have been obtained if all dwellings had been 
included in the survey, and about nineteen chances in 
twenty that the difference will be less than two standard 
errors. Estimates of less than 4,000, i.e. with a standard 
error of mote than about 20 per cent have not been 
shown, as they are subject to sampling variability too 
high for most practical uses. These estimates are denoted 
by an asterisk. Although in some cases figures for these 
small components can be derived by subtraction, they 
should not be regarded as reliable. Mote information on 
this topic, together with a table of estimated standard 
errors, is given in the quarterly bulletin The Labour 
Force (Catalogue No. 6203.0. Previously Ref. No. 6.20).

The Population Survey b baaed on a multi-itage
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Further Tsbulstioni

Items tabulated in this statement include age, 
birthplace, marital status and duration of marriage of 
mother, number of live-born children, number of 
(additional) children expected and the expected interval 
to the birth of the next child. Other items which will be 
processed from the survey but which are not included in 
the preliminary estimates are year of arrival in Australia 
(for overseas-bom), occupation, hours worked, dates of 
birth and sex of live-bom children, number of surviving 
children, number of (additional) children expected in 
the next five years, and derived items such as children of 
the current marriage, overseas-bom and Australian-bom 
children,of youngest child, interval between date of 
marriage and birth of first child, age of mother at marriage 
and intervals between successive children. It will also be 
possible to cross-classify these details by certain particulars 
of the husband.

Additional tabulations will be produced for 
inclusion in a bulletin or for distribution to individual 
enquirers in other ways. Only a small part of all possible 
tabulations will be selected for publication in the 
bulletin to be issued when the estimates in their final 
form become available. Users likely to need special 
tabulations are therefore advised to contact the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics for further information 
and to discuss their requirements as soon as possible.

Symbob and Other (Juges

i
I

Not applicable
Very small estimate subject to sampling 
variability too higli for most practical 
uses. Includes nil estimates.

Any discrepancies between totals and sums of 
components in tables arc due to rounding.

R. J. CAMERON 
Austnlian Statistician
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TABLE 1. OaiMBAIUNGIIinORYSUMMARY .BmMARIUBDWOiUNAGBDlSTOSOYEAlU

NOVBiatt 1976

Cimittfy inarrM

1

Mvrttdotiet RttnarrM Tbtal Total, tvfrnarritti

Ltra-bom 
ehUran

Rhitnbar 
eoooi

MmiOer

roooi
MmaOer
COPPI Rircaat

Ntunbar 
(PPOj

Natnbar 
CWiP} ^eant

None 
One
Two 
711100
Four or more

277.9
257.0
490.1
270.7
150.3

10.0
10.6
20.0 
117
14.5

2r.9
267.6
510.0
392.5
173.0

10.0 
173 
313
19.1 
11.3

134
133
94
0.3

13.1
26.3
26.1
10.5
16.0

294.6
201.2
5233 
302.1
101.1

10.6
17.0
33.1
19.1
11.4

Totti (a)l,U2.S «U lOO SU 1004 (1)13034 1004

WUowti Md dhwetd

(a) Includw wom«ii for whom th* auabat of Uwbora ddl^m wwaoC

TABLE 2. CURMENTLV HARMED WOMEN AGEO 15 TO M VBARE: BY NUMBER OF LIVEBORN CHILDRBN 

MMH EXnCTAHOHO; NQVBMBB* 1976

Additional 
Mdnn axpaeted Nona Ona

' dtUm aamband -

7\ao Thraa Fouroamon Mmbar

Ibtalfaf

Far cant

Expectation known - 
None
One
One or two
Two
Two or three
Three
Three or four
Four or more

-’000-

Total

Unoartain of number
Expectation not known

Totti, ouiMlly auriMl

53.9
10.4
11.5

106.8
30.7
21.3

0.5
11.4

65.3
104.6 
219 
29.1
0.2

390.1
46.8
11.2
9.4

255.2
16.7

157.3
4.3

922.4
102.8
48.2

147.0
40.0
27.1
10.2
110

66.3
13.1
3.5

10.6
2.9
1.9
0.7
0.9

254.4 238.5 460. f 274.7 J62.6 1,391.4 100.0

112
20.1

5.1
24.0 47.3 \7.2 9.1

22.0
118.2

307.9 3074 S104 3933 173.0 1 5314

«

(a) IndudM womon for whom the numbar of INt-bom chldion wna not aacartahwd.



TABU3. CURWfrLYMAMItnDWOMBN BY MB AN» NUMKR OF AODmONAL CHILDREN EXPECTED, 
NOYBMBni976

AOMonal 
diUmaptettd ¡5^19 25’29 55’59

Expectation known - 
None 
Ona 
One or two 
T*o
Two or three 
Ihree
Three or four 
Four or mote

-•000-

Total

Uncertain of number 
Expectation not known

Totti CHiimOy aanM

XfCFPMP 
O’««?

5.6 
34

51.6

334

67.7 
96.1 
164
73.9 
264 
17.1
7.3 
74

219.7 
817 
20.9 
30.3 
10.9
6.1

310.3 
324
6.2

11.3

312.1 
3.9

922.4 
1024
40.2

1474 
40.0
27.1 
10.2 
13.0

r
273.5 595.5 579.4 529.8 1,591.4

31.3
8.2

434 33.3 17.4
23.0

110.3

303.7 440.9 400.3 339J 14314

TABLE 4. CURRENCY MARMBD worn . BY ACE, NimBB OF UV&BORN CHILOREN 
AND Bnrni exobctationo novembeb ioto

ObMiffi wOoar Haa-boni chid’-ni mimOcrtd - Tbtat (a/

Noitt Ona 1\a0 nraa Awrorwwre faacant

Expected no more children
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

%

Total

10.0
16.5
13.2
12.7

10.6
16.2
20.0
17.3

37.0
115.2
134.4
101.9

7.9
51.9
90.8
96.5

19.0
31.6
03.0

4.6
67.7

219.7
310.3 
312.1

0.3
7.3

23.8
34.6
33.8

55.9 65.5 590.2 255.2 157.5 922.4 J 00.0

Expected one or more edditioiia] children (b)
15-19 
20-24 
23-29 
30-34 
3,5-39

16.0 
117.1
55.7
9.9

10.3
66.3
74.3
18.9

19.6
36.3
12.4

0.3
7.4

27.1 
203.6 
173.7
32.1 
84

3.0 
43.0
37.3 
11.1

1.8

n>M/ 200.6 175.2 70.4 19.5 5.5 469.1 100.0

Expectation not known or uncertain of number (b)
13*19 
30-24 
23-29 
30-34 
33-39

13.4
12.2
3.6

6.1
13.1
3.2

7.4
19.7
16.1
5.7

6.3

29.3
53.6
34.9
18.3

20.9
30.2
24.9
13.2

4i

Total 55.4 29.1 49.4 17.7 10.2 140.2 100.0

Total currently married women
13-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

19.4
140.3
84.4
26.8
16.8

12.0
03.2

103.6

25.9

64.1
171.4
162.9
100.9

11.9
67.0

112.3
100.9

22.3
30.0
00.6

33.4
302.7
440.9
403.3
339.3

2.3
19.8
29.3
264
22.2

Totti 307.9 3074 3104 3934 1734 14314 1004

(a) Inchidee wo«m for whom the number of Hee-born chldien wm not aacertalned. (b) Women expecting more children 
but uncertain of the number are excluded from the upper but Inciuded In the lower Mock.

I
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TABLES. CURRENTLY MARRO» WOMN : BY AGE AND NUMBOl OP LIVE>iORN 

AND EXnCTD CWLOREN, NOVEMBER 1976
1

1

Ager^P 
(y^i

13*19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39

Total

currently 
married

women (a)

Nuntber 
rwoi

31.6
273.3
393.3
370.4
320.8

13913

Ure-ton OMm

Numbar 
(-000/

16.7
231.4
668.2
903.9
924.3

2,7443

AMMootl cMMm expteitd ici Totti chtíJreit

Par 
thousand 
currently 
nmikd Number 

f'OOO)

Hr 
thousand 
currently 
married 
women

Aùmber

rooo3

Per 
thousand 
currently 
married 
women

329 
847 

1490 
2,440 
2,U2

1373

38.4
412.1
279.7

71.2
11.4

S3X9

1343
1308

708
192

36

73.1
643.5
947.9
975.1
933.9

2374
2333
2398
2.632
2.918

399 3377.7 2372

(a) Exclud« woman who did not know thair birth KpactatkMu and thoaa who wart axpactini mote childran but warn uncartain of tha
“J or 3” or “3 or 4"number, (b) Women with "5 or more” children ware assumed ea average to have 6 children, (cl Women expecting “I or 3”,------- ...

children were assumed on average to be expecting l.S. 3.S or 3.5 children respectivaly: women expecting “4 m more*’ children were assumed to 
be expecting S childran.

TABLE 6. CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN AGED 13 TO 39 YEARS (a) BY NUMBER OF ADOmONAL 
CHILDREN EXPECTED AND DURATION OF CURRENT MARRIAGE, NOVEMBER 1976

Miomen wfiote current merigge wu of duration -

Additional 
children expected

Under 
2 years

J^'Mrero
under 5 yaan

5 years to 
under 10 years

10 years
or more Total (bf

-’000-
Expectation known - 

None
One
One or two
Two
Two or three
Three
Three or four
Four or more

19.7
14.7
7.7

51.5
19.1
14.3
4.8
7.0

76.0
70.4
23.8
65.2
16.3
11.0

291.4
81.5
14.8
27.3
4.5

534.2
16.1

922.4
182.8
48.2

147.0
40.8
27.1
10.2
13.0

Total 138.8 271.5 423.6 553.4 I.39I.4

Expectation not known 
or uncertain of number 18.1 30.9 39.0 30.9 140.2

Total, cumatly manM 136.8 3023 4824 3863 13314

(a) Includes 68,800 remarried woman. Tha duration of their currant marrlace was : under 3 years, 16,200, 2 to 5 years, 25,300, 5 to 10 
yaan, 18,000, 10 yaan or more, 8,900, and a amai number of unknown duration. 47,000 of these woman expected no nddltionai children, (b) 
Includes women for whom duration of marriage was not aacertained.
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TABLET. CXnUtBfaVMARRBDWOMBIAiGBD 15TO39TEARS EVBmWLACB,NUMBER 

OP UVB-BORNCNnMmANDBmTH EXEBCTATIONI, NOVESSBU 1974

AiJdItiorxtl 
ctiiidreH exptettd Nont

Mmmr Nte twtum - Totti ft)

Ottt TWO nttt ^tiroritton fftmthtr ftre^ttt

-•000- *

AUSTRALIAN-BORN WOMEN

None
One or m<»e
Not known or uncertain 
of number

159.4

22.0

TbM/ 223.2

44.3
1217

19.0

¡96.0

277.3
53.3

29.7

360.3

1904 
15.2

9.1

2H.Q

122.2 475.9
355.0

M.5

¡34.5 ¡.¡¡9.5

40.4
31.7

7.9

¡00.0

OVERSEAS-BORN WOMEN

None
One or more
Not kiMwn or uncertain 
of number

12.0 21.1
50.4

10.1

Total 64.7 8L6

112.9
17.1

19.7

¡49.7

45.2
4.3

B.0

77.5

35.1

38.4

244.4
114.1

51.0

4m

59.0
27.7

12.5

¡00.0

TOTAL. CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN

None
One or more
Not known or uncertain 
of number

53.9
200.6

33.4

TotM 207.9

45.3
173.2

29.1

2074

390.2
70.4

49.4

5IOJ>

255.2
19.5

I*/.7

2924

157.3
5.3

10.2

17X0

922.4
449.1

140.2

14314

40.2
30.6

9.2

100.0

(a) Include! women for whom the number of Uvo<bom children was not

TABLES. CURRENTLY MARBIBD WOMEN WHO EXncnOOm OR 
MORE (ADDITIONAL) CMLOREN UN BY ACE AND RXHCTED BdERVAL TO BIRTH OF 

NEXT CHILD, NOVEMBER 1974

Exptcted intenti 
to birth of next 

cMdfyetn/ ¡5‘¡9 2024

AfCFOKp (ytan) -

2529 30-34 35-39

Totti

3/umbtr Ptrctnt

Under 1
1 and under 2
2 and under 3
3 and ufKierd
4 and over
Interval not ucertalned

8.4
44
5.4

57.1
50.4

10.1
115 
210

44.2
474)
34.3
84
5.3

12.2

-’000-
25.0
13.5
5.5

6.2

Total 27.1 2054 175.7

6.7

142.9
119.0
92.2
30.0
19.0
45.2

%
54.1
25.4
19.7
4.6

9.6

5X1 04 449.1 1004

(a) Eacludee woamn expeetteg mon chOdren hut «neertaln of Ihe nwaaber.


