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The attached projections of the population of Australia were 

prepared in 195^ for the Intsr-departibental Committee cm the Retiring Age 
set up to review and report on problems associated with the employment of
persona aged 60 years and over. Subsequent demand for Information oonoemlne 
prospeoti'vs population growth has been substantial and the projections have bean 
reproduced in mimeographed form to meet requests for data of this nature.

Users should note carefully the assumptions and the limitations 
of these projsotic.-<8 as set out helov.

Projections ha-^s been made separately for the two components -

(i) The estimated population at 30th June, 1955» projected 
without regard to subsequent migration.

(ii) The increment of population from a hypothetical level of 
net immigration of 100,000 persons per annum after 30th

Ci-'- June, 1955,* o

to projections of the total population obtained by cambialng
(1) and (ilThave been included. It is to be stressed that such totals would 
have no significance in view of the fact that the level of migration assumed
(i) and (iiThawe been included,

I since 30th June, 1955» is purely hypothetical. Th3.8 hypothetical figure
of 100,000 persons per annum is only a convenient unit to facilitate pro-rata
calculations for any other unit, Its use is not meant to imply ajiy view as

^to absorptive capacity or probable rate of net immigration.

I;_  The forecasting of population movements is highly speculative,
land has not been attempted in the present projeetions, whi.-ih are purely 
hypothetical calculations of the components of population that would be 
attained if various assumptions were realised. It is not possible to forecast 
the forces determining population change, particularly over any length of
time. Trends in natural increase and migration in Australia are Influenced 
by many factors, such as economic conditions. Government policy, occurrence 
or fear of war, assurance of peace and the personal reactions of millions 
of Individuals to changing circimistancas.

✓ The projections are cot'to be tnlfenln any way as official estimates
pr forecasts by the CoBmonwesIth Statistician. If quoted, they are to bo 
referred to as hypothetical calculations in the preceding terms.

Two sets of projections ("A* and "B") have been made depending 
on the assumption as to fertility. Fertility and mortality experiences have been
assumed at approximately^^ourrent levels until June, I96O, and subsequently 
as described in the footnotes to the tablas.
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Estimated and irojected fopuutiqb of

MAJES

n

1

I
(

îAgo Last 
Birthday 

(Years)

Estimate, 
30th June

1955___
1960 

à
~íggy~

Erojsctione as at 3Ûth June -
1220

(i) Eielualve of Migration Subaequant to 30th June. 1955

5 
10 
15 
20 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 
55 
60 
65 
70 
75 
80

4
9

14
19
24
29
34
39
44
49
54
59
64
69
74
79
84

85 and over 
Total

0
5

10
15

4
9

14
19

20 - 24
25
30

29
34

35 - 39
40 
45
50 
55 
60 
65
70 
75 
60

44 
49
54 
59 
64 
69 
74
79 
84

85 and over 
Total

502,532
481,642
377,656
314,866
309,014
370,135
374,710
328,178
332,475
293,598
247,591
203,631
176,082
148,436
96,700
57,651
27,541
14,613

4,657,051

497,931
499,112
479,814
375,694
312,370
306,429
366,627
370,681
323,239
324,496
282,005
231,107
182,233
148,119
114,465
64,738
31,402
13,902

4,924,564

506,639 454,636'
494,665
497,244
477,507
372,874
309,747
303,776
363,047
365,536
316,192
312,869
264,649
208,649
155,719
116,406
79,329
36,984

____________16,704_______
5,198,756 I 5.146,955

557,568
503,315

5,499,636

'439,266
451,775

492,815
494,846
473,905
369,741
307,072
300,644
357,982
357,568
304,847
293,854
239,119
178,164
122,619
80,416
45,356
19.787_________

I 5,329,796

631,136" 
553,930 
501,433

5,650,469

(il) Bet Tmmigratlon Subsequent to 30th June. 1955 at Assumed Rate of 100,000 Persona PBr AM3yn

29,830
33,840
25,867
24,182
41,011
49,537
34,096
21,371
17,180
11,400
4,784
2,851
1,516

802
413
177
54

____ 25
298,936

63,860 58,738

628,020

63,476
59,587
49,929
65,008
90,209
83,212
55,133
38,276
28,230
15,800
7,365
4,101
2,107
1,050

465
157
55________

[ 622,898

96,518
97,263

964,371

— 4277^41------
436,404
450,065

490,435
491,109
469,926
366,553
303,918
296,442
350,128
344,738
286,241
265,306
204,184
140,152
84,990
45,772
24,094

I I 5,478,218 ___
I 
!

89,112 
83,486
90,563 

114,004 
123,532 
103,743
71,576 
48,872 
32,029
17,728
8,185 
4,318 
2,087

908 
321 
106

79,841
92,195

131,667
129,727
122,793

95,708
113,159
117,723

._.nZ._262j.606.-.,_ ^368,717

112,866
123,865
139,345
147,121
143,647
119,512
81,460
51.943
32,973
17,560
7,817
3,825
1,631

577
188
ri’, 310 920 __

B A t B A B A B

T

T

7«

B
(i) Represents the estimated population at 30th June, 1955, projected on the basis of the following assumptions t -

Fertility - Basle A , Average of 1952-54 age-specific fertility rates throughout}
Basis B I Average of 1952-5/, age-specific fertility rates until 30th June, I960, thereafter diminishing uniformly to

1939 rates in the period 1970-75.

eg^.'

t

Mortal ItT - Batos of mortality contained in the 1946-48 Tables, suitably adjusted In the light of the latest information available, 
have been applied uniformly to each year to June, I960} on the basis of mortality records over many years, lighter 
rates at all ages have been applied uniformly throughout the subsequent period»

1i

11) Repreotnta the inorementa from Oversea Mtgratlop on the convenient unit of 100,000 persona per ammm (asaumlng the sex and age distributions 
recorded for net migration during the peilod 1952-54), together with natural increase calculated on the same aa-tumptlons as above for
fertility and mortality.

Bote, The assumptions above are to be carefully noted, and the projections to be interpreted and used in the 
light of the explanatory notes in the accompanying statement.
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BS-PTMATSD ABC xBOJECTKD POHlLATItM OP A03TOAUA 
1955 TO 1975

FEM ALES

Age Last 
Birthday 

(Years)

Estimate, 
30th June, 

1955
1960”

A & :
(1) Exclusive

Projections as at 30th June —
mi

of Migration Subaequent to JCth June, I955

10 - 14
15 - 19
20 - 24
25 - 29 
30-34
35 - 39

! 40-44
45 - 49
50 - 54
55 - 59
60 - 64
65 - 69
70 - 74
75 -79
80 - 84
85 and over

Total

0-4

10 - 14 
15 - 19 
20 - 24 
25-29 
30 - .’4 
35 - » 
40-44 
45 - 49 
50-54 
55 - 59 
60-64 
65 - 69 
70 - 74 
75 - 79 
So - 84 
85 and over

Total

481,737
459,238
362,496
299,017
284,839
333,871
351,689
319,026
315,711
268,514
230,330
212,901
198,343
167,237
117,655
77,694 
40,028
23,314

4,543,640

477,023 
479,144 
458,116 
361,672 
298,030 
283,466 
331,823 
348,931
315,687 , 
311,000 I 
261,598 I 
220,931 
200,282 • 
180,263 
142,889 

90,306 
49,872 
25,959

4,836,992

485,106
474,557
478,061
457,281
360,724
296,887
282,076
329,763

I 346,052
I 311,891
I 304,009

. 251,673
208,817
183,635
156,280
112,603
60,512
33,858

5,133,787

435,432

5,084,111

533,891 I
482,600 I

473,485 
477,104 
456,077 
359,348 
295,438 
280, 324
327,037 
341,891
304,817 
292,480 
237,917
191,416 
159,288
122,908 
75,487 
44,127

5,455,635

420,617
433,181

604,315
531,131
481,509

472,619
475,843
454,328
357,599
293,610
278,007
323,067
334,134
293,209
276,502
218,159
165,961
125,513
62,1O6
52,772

409,563
410,442
432,202

5,292,942 5,820,404

fill Bet Immigration Subsequent to 30th Juns. 1955 at Aaaumed Bate of 100,000 Persons per

28,696
31,166

61,469'

5,463,656

22,029 . J
16,440

sé 59,922
56,56

18,278
26,686 -
26,956
20,285
15,438
9,838
5,350 
3,977
2,934
2,025
1,237

580
113

34
232,264

53,130
38,434
34,685 
44,909 
53,532 
47,093 
35,582
25,108
14,982
9,135 
6,705
4,731
3,009
1,567

510 
105

92,740
92,324

494,606 469,704 I

81,821
69,479 
56,622
61,253 
71,667
73,498 
62,169
45,012 
29,911
18,407 
11,584

8,191 
5,359 
2,962
1,173 

__________336 
784,508 I

76,771
87,446

763,661

126,586
123,434
114,149

91,9^3 
107,547 
109,282

1,103,277

98,117
87,586
83,107
87,930
91 ,522
88,353
71,281
49,375
32,772
20,356
12,668
6,362
4,817
2,108

754_________
I 1,047,900

B A B A B A B

0
5

4
9

T

T
5 9

1

b

§
(1) Represents the estimated population at 30th June, 1955, projected on the basis of the following assumptions j -

Fertility - Baala A , Average of 1952-54 age-specifio fertility rates throughout}
Basis B • Average of 1952-54 age-specific fertility rates until 30th June, I960, thereafter diminishing uniformly to

1939 rates in the period 1970-75»
MortalItv - Hates of mortality contained in the 1946-48 Tables, suitably adjusted in the light of the latest information available,

have been applied uniformly to each year to June, 1960} on the basis of mortality records over nary years, lighter
rates at all ages have been applied uniformly throughout the subsequent period.

(11) Represents the increments from Oversea Migration on the convenient unit of 100.000 persona per amium (assuming the sox and ago distributions 
recorded for net migration during the period 1952-54), together with natural increase calculated on the same assumptions as above for 
fertility and mortality.

Note,

à
The assumptions above are to be carefully noted, and the projections to be interpreted and used in the 
light of the explanatory notes in the accompanying atatomont.
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‘3.

mated AMD FBOJaClBD POFULATIOW OF Al 
fi 1955 TO 1975

mscns
-Op- 
Age Last 
Birthday 
(feere)

s Estimata, 
30th June, 

1955__
.-i9id

i. B A 3^
RroJ»oUonB aa at jOth Jun» -

B A
IW

B

(1) BxcIuAlv of Migration aubsaquant to 30th J un a. I955

0
5

4 
9

10 - 14
15 - 19
20 24
25 
30
35
40 
45
50
55 
60
65 
70
75 
80

- 29 
- 34 
- 39 
- 44 
- 49 
- 54 
- 59 
- 64 
- 69 
- 74 
- 79
-84

85 and over 
Total

984,269 
940,880 
740,152 
613,883 
593,853
704,006 
726,399
647,204 
6^,186 
562,112 
477,921 
416,532
374,425 
315,673 
214,355 
135,345
67,569 
37,927

9,200,691

974,954 
978,256 
937,930 
1 il, 366 
6^0, AOO 
589,895 
696,650 
719,612 
638,926 
635,496 
543,603 
452,038 
382,515 
328,382 
257,354 
155,044
81,274 
39,861

9,761,556

991 ,Uf T
969,222 
975,305 
934,768 
733,598
606,634
565,652
692,810
711,588
628,083
616,898
516,522
417,466
339,354
272,686

■ 191,932
97,496

890,270 1,O91,4‘)9
985,915

10,332,543
50,562_________

I 10,231,066

966,300 
971,950 
929,982 
729,089
602,510
580,968
685,019
699,459
609,664
586,334
477,036
369,580 
281,907 
203,324 
120,843
63,914

10,955,273 I 1

^59,903 
884,956

10,622,736

),235,453
1,085,061

982,942 1
963,054
966,952
924,254
724,152
597,528
574,449
673,215
678,872
579,450
541,606
422,343
306,113
210,503
127,878

__________76,866
11,670,693 I

fll) Mat lamlCTsUon Subsaqmnt to 30141 June. 1955 at Asauaed Hate of 100,000 Peraona par Annm

0 
5

4
9

T

10 - 14
15 - 19 
20-24
25 - 29 
30-34
35 - 39 
40-44
45 - 49
50 - 54
55 - 59
60 - 64
65 - 69
70 - 74
75 - 79
80 - 84
85 and over

Total

t 1

837,304
854,846
882,287

10,941,874

r
E.

58,728 
65,006 
47,896 
40,622 
59,289 
76,223 
61,052 
41,656
32,618, 
21,238 I 
10,134
6,628 
4,450 
2,827 
1,650

757 
167

____ 52. 
531,200

125,329

w

123,398 
112,717
88,363
99,693

135,118 
136,744 
102,226 

' 73,858

115,303

1,122,628

16,500
10,806
6,838
4,059
2,032

667
160________

I 1,112,602

189,258 r~
189,607 I

170,933
152,965
147,185
175,257
195,199
177,241
133,745
93,884
61,940
36,135
19,769
12,509
7,446
3,870
1,494

__________ 4^
Ì,168,619

156,612
179,641

1,126,261

258,453
253,161
236,942 I

210,983 
211,451 
222,452 
235,051
235,169 
207,865
152,741
101,318 
65,745 
37,916
20,465 
12,187
6,448 
2,685

___________ 942
2,471,994 I

187,67)
220,706
227,005

2,358,820

Represents the estimated population at 30th June, 1955, projected on the basis of the following assumptions , -
Fertility - Basis A , Average of 1952-54 age-specific fertlllu? rates throughoutj

Basis B . Average of 1952-54 age-specific fertility i-atea until 30th June, I960, thereafter diminishing uniformly to
1939 rates in the period 1970-75.

Mortality - Bates of mortallly contained in the 1946-48 Tables, suitably adjusted in the light of the latest information available,
have been applied uniformly to each year to June, 1960j the basis of mortality records over many years, lighter
rates at all ages have been applied uniformly throughout the subsequent period.

Ji) Repreat-nts the increments from Oversea Migration on t ... „0-
recorded for net migration during the peilod 1952-54), together with nsMrai increase calculated on the same assumptions as above for 
fertility and mortality.

the convenient unf t of 100.000 peraona twr amum (assuming the sex and age distributions

Note, The assumptions above are to be carefully noted, s®l the projeotlons to be interpreted and used in the 
~ light of the explanatory notes in the aooorapan^ug statement.


