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August 1984 rose by $152m to

3.
details

This 
of

publication also
Im po r t orders

contains

$2,624ffl, an Increase of 6X compared with
July 1984. The major contributors to this

steel commodities, see paragraphs 
32 below for details.

for selected
24 to

Increase we re petroleum
products (+$165mj, machinery

and petroleum

for 
mise. 
There

parti cu1 ar
manufactured

industries

we re decreases
articles 

recorded

specialised 
( + $2 7m), and

STATISTICS OF IMPORTS

(+$15m). 
in road

Source of data

vehicles (-$18m), office machines (-$10m) 
and crude fertilisers and crude mln-c rud e
erals (-$6m) .

fertilisers crud e
4. The statistics
Tables 1, 2, and 3

Imports for the two months
1984 rose

ended Augus t

Australian 
information

Bureau
are 
of

of Imports

when compa red
by $l,069m, or 27X, to $5,095m

wi th im po r t s
months ended August 1983.

for the two

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduc tIon

This
contains 
statistics

publication
monthly

digit)
o f impo r 18

and

Australian
and Divisions

by

predominantly 
year-to-date
Sections

(2 digits)
(I

of the

submitted by
to the

contained in 
Importers

Australian

atlon 
1983-84

Import Commodity Classifie-
(AICC) ( 1204.0).

a result of 
on foreign 
ame nd me n t s

and 1984-85
Statistics

continuing
t rade

ma y be
for

amended as

data.
quality checks

usually have
Alt hough 
little

on broad aggregate statistics,
have a
commodlty

significant effect
B tatistlcs.

they

these 
effect

may
on individual

For this reason.
statistics for 1983-84 and 1984-85 should 
be regarded as preliminary and subject to 
revision.

2.
published

More
i n

detailed
the monthly

fIgures will be

Imports, Australia (5406.0).
publication

compiled 
Statistics

Customs

in
by the 

from
Import entries 

or their agents

required by the Customs Act.

Statistical concepts

5. The statistics

Service

of im po r 18
Tables I, 2 and 3 of this publication
recorded on a general 
Imports comprise goods

trade basis,

as

In 
are 

1 .e .
entered directly 

for home consumption together
Imported into Customs warehouses.

with goods

6.
recorded

The following are 
import statistics :

(a) direct 
goods

excluded

transit trade,

from

moved through
being trans-shipped

Australia

1. e .

purposes of transport only;

(b) bunkers
to vessels 
to arrival

and

(c) migrants'

or 
for

stores supplied
and aircraft prior 
in Australia;

and
effects Imported 
post Imports of

passengers' 
and parcels 

small value ,
for which Customs entries 
not required;

are
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(d) certain materials unde r
Inter-governmental agreements

10. The GATT Agreement differs from
the Brussels Definition of Value In that

for defence and
for which

similar pro-

entries are not required;
Customs

It offers a set of practical rules on the
valuation of Imports rather than
of conceptual

(e) vessels and
In the

aircraft engaged
Agreement the

guidelines.
primary basis

a

transport
passengers
ween
coun tries;

Australia
goods 

and

of 
bet- 

other

abllshlng the customs value Is
actually paid
number of

payable,

(f) the
and/or

purchase of any vessel
aircraft Intended for

use on overseas routes;

(g) fish 
landed

and
1 n

other sea products

ectly from the
Australia

high
Australian vessels;

dlr- 
seas by

(h) entries
clearances

lodged on Informal

Unde r 
for

conditions are met.

f or 
$250.

values
documents (ICO)

no t exceeding

Statistical period

7 .
ally in the

Imports are
cale nd a r

recorded statlstic-
month In which the

Import entries are
Australian Customs Service

both finalised by the

the ABS for further
entries i 
Cust om s I 
documents

may be lodged 
check-to-arrlve

processing.
and passed to

may be
various validation

delayed
system

using
Impo r t

or
because

the 
the 
of

checks carried out by
Customs prior to the entries being passed 
to t he ABS.

8.
icular I 
represent

Import 
month

statistics

entries
do not

f o r a part-
necessarily

actually imported
lodged or commodities
during that

Analysis of past data has shown that
month.

aggregate
im po r t 
Icular

trade 
month

approximately 70 per cent
in 
o f

by value

during that month.
reflects

for 
actual

a

wa 8
month 
value

25 per cent

part- 
imports 

by value
actually imported during the previous

with the remaining 5 per cent by
being imported in earlier months.

For individual commodities the percentage 
by value representing actual imports in a 
month may vary considerably.

Valuation

9 . 
the
a s

Cus toms
The recorded

value

1981 ,
the value for duty).

value of imports is 
(formerly referred to

Australia changed
On 
its

30 November 
system of

valuation from the Brussels Definition of
Value (BDV) to the GATT Agreement on
Customs Valuation. The Agreement reflects
one
c onduc t

of a number of trade related codes of
established during the round

of Multi-lateral Trade Negotiations (MTN) 
concluded In 1979.

list 
the 

est-
the price

provided a
The most

important condition Is that the buyer and 
seller must be Independent of each other.
If the cond11 ions are no t me t the
practical rules are used to determine the 
customs value ■

11. 
imports

The recording
rema ins on

of 
a

the value of
free-on-board

(f.o.b.) basis (i.e. charges and expenses 
involved in delivering the goods from the
place of exportation
excluded). The recorded
tInues to Include

to

the

I Australia 
value also
value of

are 
con­

che
outside package, other than international 
containers used for containerised cargo.

12. The
valuation 
negligible

1 s
change

effect

In
expected

import statistics.

Merchandise imports

13. In
recommended 
Statistical

accordance
by

on

the

imports
add 
i n

are
to the

movement

the 
to 

value

basis 
have 

and

o f 
a 

duty

Commi ss Ion,

with 
United

8 tandard 8 
Nations

defined as all goods
merchandise

Australia
stock of

which
material resources

as
into the

a result
country.

of their
Merchandise

imports, therefore, exclude goods Import-
ed with 
re-export

the reasonable
wi thin

expectation
a limited t ime .

of 
A

complete list of commodities not included
in merchand i se
Section (9b) of the

trade 18 shown under

for exam ple,
and goods
in Australia •

coin 
for

merchandise trade
termed

AICC. These include,
being legal

temporary
Goods
are, for

excluded

non —merchandise

tender
exhibition

f r om
convenience,

and
merchandise trade Is shown separately
Table 1 . To ta 1 trade is the
merchandise and non-merchandise

14. 
t he

Cla 8 8 i f icat ion
levels

merchandIse
o f 1 
trade

changes
merchandise

were

non—

sum 
trade .

in 
o f

affecting
and

introduced
non- 

on
1 July 1983, in accordance with recommen­
dations of the United Nations Statistical
Comml8 s ion
Ics,
Nations 
No 52 ,

Concepts
(International Trade Statlst-

and
Statistical

Definitions ,
Papers,

statistics
Revision 1, 1982).

under Sections
of imports,

As
from

Series
United

a
M,

result,
July 1983,

are not
9(a) and 9(b) of the AICC

comparable with previous years.
The changes do not affect Sections 0 to 8
of the class!flcat1on, nor to tai trade .
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Further Information about the changes Is
given In the current edition of the AICC, 
or may be obtained from the ABS Trade and 
Shipping Section In Canberra.

recomme nded where up to fifty specific
commodity Items are required on a regular 
basis .

Commodity classification
21. 
t rade

Mi c ro fIche 
statistics

service;

15.
to the Items

Imports are classified
of the AICC

accord Ing
which, from 1

microfIche 
formats. Each

In
are

a
tabular

Foreign
also available on

variety o f tabular
format covers all

July 1978 , has been based on the Standard
commodities Imported or exported, at var-

International
Revision 2

Trade

Papers, i 
1975). 
c ommodlty

(United Nations,
Classification,

lous levels of aggregation.

Series
A

M, No. 34,
detailed description 

items Included in this

Statistical 
Rev I 8 I on 2,

Is recommended
wl she 8 to

where
obtain foreign

the

cation Is contained In the AICC.

of the 
pub 11- 
Copies

for a large number of commodities.

This service 
subscriber 

trade details

of, or extracts from, this classification
may be obtained from offices of the
in Canberra and In each capital city.

ABS

22.
Imports ,

Magne tic tape : 
exports and

are available on
approximately

9-track
4 weeks

the reference period.

Treatment of confidential data
gardlng 
these

the 
tapes

content
1 8

Statistics
Import

for
clearances

magnetic
after the

Documentât Ion

tape 
end of

and 81 ruc ture

16. 
t he 
1 8

To ensure that
activities of

Information about
Trade and Shipping

available from the
Section

re- 
of

ABS
in Canberra.

not
restrict the

disclosed
particular businesses
It

release
certain commodities.
do not affect 
they affect

total

is 
of 

These

necessary 
statistics

to 
of

23. To meet subscribers* needs

restrictions
special returns and microfiche are avail-

t he
statistics

Australian
C1 a sslflea tIon »

Import figures but
able on

at all leve Is of
frequent

Import Commod1ty
forms
services

and

a monthly, 
basis.

quarterly

Information
Relevant

or less
application

Trade and
are available

papers for these
from the ABS

0 r any

The implementation of a new for-
eign trade processing system has resulted
i n
data.

a rev 1 sed t rea tmen t
Consequently certain

of confidential
statistics

produced by the new processing system are
not directly
In previous publications.

comparable with statistics

18.
8 hould

Reference to table
assist In the interpretation

footnotes

these differences.
of

Revlslon to previous figures

19. Where
to the previously

rev Is ions

earlier months of the
published

have been made

current
year, appropriate adjustments

figures for 
financial
are made

to the year-to-date figures shown in this
publication. For
figures published
Che current
necessarily
figure

this reason, monthly

fInane ial
ad d

in previous issues for

t o
shown in the

the
year will not

year-to-date
latest issue •

OTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE

20. !
scribers 
printout

Special re turns service : Sub-
can 
of

receive computer produced
foreign trade

at a particular commodity level In
statistics

more of a limi ted
for a charge consistent

number

o f detail requi red.
with 
This

of
the

one o r
formats,

level
service Is

advance 
services.

ABS 
1 8

Shipping Section in Canberra
State 

requi red
office, 

for
Payment In

each of these

IMPORT ORDERS OUTSTANDING

24.
monthly

This publication
statistics of

also provides

selected steel commodities.
Import orders for

and 6
outstanding, 
placed .

respectively show
clearances,

25.
standing ,

Tables 4, 5
import orders 

and net orders

Table 4 shows "Import orders out-
expected

Australian Customs
four months". The

to be cleared by
within the subsequent
statistics shown are

aggregates of firm orders placed overseas
as a t
allowance

t he end 
for

of 
(1)

t he month
cancellations

after 
and

(ii) clearances during the month. Imports
landed but not cleared (l.e.
Customs warehouse) are treated

held in a

orders

26. 
orders 
Table

outstanding.

Publication of

as import

"total
outstanding", previously
5, has

January 1983.
been discontinued

Import 
shown in

5 shows
cons urn p 11on

"import
From February 1983,

clearances"
(either directly on

in Australia or ex-warehouse).
statistics
from of fidai
cleared for
ment s are

for

from
Table 

home
arrival

shown

home 
made

in Table 5
Clearance 

may differ
ABS statistics of Imports

consumption as adjust-
by excluding various
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categories o f
paragraph 31 below.

imports listed in (c) orders being cancelled
revised at any stage.

or

27. Proa February 1983, statistics of
"net new import orders placed”
in Table 6•
gates 
month,

of new
These

are given
Related publications

statistics are aggre-
orders placed
any outstanding

during the
33. Other ABS publications which

cancelled during the month.
orders

be of interest include:
aay

Balance of Payments, Australia (Preliein-
ary) (5301.0) -issued monthly

28. The selected comaod1 ties for
which statistics are shown in Tables 4, 5

Exports by Commodity Divisions, Australia

and 6 of
the 
Codes

relevant 
of the

this publication are defined by
( Pre 1la 1 nary) (5402.0) -Issued monthly

Tariff
Australian

Items/Statistical

and are listed below Table 6.
Customs Tariff

Exports , 
monthly

Australia (5404.0) -Issued

29. These commodities we re also

Impo r t s , 
monthly

Australia (5406.0) -Issued

included in the monthly Survey of Import
Orders which wa s
January 1981 and published

discontinued from
Imports of Assembled Nev Passenger

1981 in the d1scontinued
Import Orders Outstanding

up to January 
publication

Cars , 
monthly

Australis (5416.0)
Kotor

-Issued

Comaod1 ties.
Import
c ommod11 ie 8

orders
Australia

for

period
are

inclusive .
February

statistics 
available

(5417.0).
Selected

for
No 

the

Exports and Imports

30. The
provided In this
compiled from

1981 to
covering the

Basis) 
(5332.0)

Constant
(Balance of Payments

Prices,
-issued quarterly

Australia

May 1981,
34.

Im po r t orders
publication

statistics

the ABS are 
Pub 1lea t ions,

Current publications
listed i n

Australia

have been
monthly returns completed

by importers of the selected commodities.

31. 
shown in

The Import orders

produced by
the Catalogue of

(1101.0). The
ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays,

lists
Publications Advice (1105.0) which

publications to be released in the
next few days. The Catalogue and 
ations Advice are available from 
off ice •

PubiIc- 
any ABS

goods Impo r ted
Tables 4, 5 and 6

statistics

by-law provisions,
duty-free under

exclude all
Customs

including government
Symbols and other usages

Imports and goods entered under 
for re-export.

security

32. 
standing

Estimates of import orders out-

n . e • s .
P

nil or rounded to sero 
not applicable
not elsewhere specified
preliminary figure

and not
differ from future 
anees, due to:

cleared will probably
subject to revision

or series

actual import clear­
figure or series revised since

n.p.
previous Issue 
not available for publication

( a) new orders being placed and
subsequently cleared within
the particular time period;

35. Where figures have been
discrepancies may occur between

(b) Imports being
or casual importers;

cleared by new
the component items and totals.

rounded , 
sums of

R.J.CAMERON 
Australian Statistician
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TABLE 2. MOVEMENT« IN MAJOS IMFOST COMNOOITIE« (a) • FSSCENTACE CHANCE |N VALUE 
COMFASEO UlTN COEEE8FOMOINC FEEIOD FOB THE FNEVIOUI YEAS

Ccaaarfltjr daieripttsa

Crag« ■■tarlata. (aadlkl«. («ala <2)

T 
I I
I 
I
I

21.S

12.2

I 
I
I*

I
T 
t 
I

t»««
T 
I Attguat I»g4

20.0 I«.* n.o
12.« lO.t

«20.B 2«.}
Ckasleala and ralaceg gradacta a.a.a* (l> 21.) 12.0 22.) 11.0

32.t

38.1 )8.0 38.2 30.3
NanaCaetaraa of <i2-*8) 33.1 «0.2 33.2
Hachlaarjr (2l*>27> 10.2 28.8 3».8 30.3

30.«

Mlaeallaaaoaa ■aawiaetarad artlclaa <8) 1«.« 30.2 22.3

10.3 23.0 24.8

Taj For loecaeta TiKla T.

TABLK 3. SMAtE 8Y VALUE OF NAJOE CONNOOITIES 18 TOTAL IMFOETE (t)

CeaaoditT daacrlpcloe

Ckaaieala and ralacad prodacta a.a.a. (S>

Hanufaccuraa of («7-89)

Mt aeallaaaoua aaaufacturad ardclaa (8)

I 
I

I

I

1883-8«

3.2

8.0

26.0

12.7

13.0

100.0

T

r
I 
I

T 
I Jaljr 188«

I 
I

X

3.8

8.3

10.3

2.3

28.8 26.«

12.1 11.4 11.0

11.6 12.2 12.8

100.0 100.0 100.0

'aajor coaaodtEtaa‘ Tactlaaa (1 ¿Iglc) aedTa^ laporta oi cha '«ajar eoaaodiciaa' ahewn la thaaa tablaa ara algaTflcaat laportt by partlealar iactloaa (I ilglt) aed------  
Dlvlsloaa (2 digiCs) of Cha Auatrallaa laport Coaaodlty ClatalÍteat ton (figuraa Ie brackets followiag coeaodlCy daaertpcloea daaeca 
Cha ralavaac Saccloea aad Dtvtalona).



TABLK *. IMPORT ORDERS OUTSTABOIMC FOR BBLECTEO «TEIL COMMODITIES 
lEPECTBD TO BE CLEARED OURIRC THE BOBBEQUENT FOUR MOMTNB

Coaa«41t]r Ball tl 
QaatitlF

N«r.
HI*

May.
1984 1984 HB« t«B«

44,B)) 4),0)7 4),))B 40311

OalvaaitcA Iraa ar alati ahaaca atB a**t*4(
IX.07« 11,«10 143X2 )),0)l 17 3«) )».41O

?»T7 r*Hti3'M«c»*i«4 Iraa ar

4,914 1394 4.149 9.14« ).2«4 9.0X4

TABLF. 9. INBOBT CICABANCBB 90« StLBCTBO «TEKL COMNODITIIS

Talal clatraacaa «tritt •

Salt af 
Qtatliir

Mar. 
1984 19B4

Nap. 
1984 I9«4

Jtl.
1984 19B4

«.770 10,00« 11307 11.9B4 11,791 lX.Bll

10,440 17.42« 9.194 11.701 9,149 14,991

1.110 1.147 1,410 441 1,«11 1,209

TABLE 4. IMFOBT OBOERS PLACED (LIBS CABCELUTZOBS)
FOR «ELECTRO STEEL CMNODITIES

Oalt af 
qtaelily

Mar.
1984 1914

May.
1984 1984

Jtl.
1984 19B4

Cal« ralla« taeaaia« irea ar atttl abeata 
at« piatta. 9.2aa at« lata la thlcBaaaa 11,97) 9.270 10.111 9,394 11,103 7.2*7

Calvttlat« Irea er aitai altatta ta«
9,407 12,410 17,004 12.714 11,921 19,214

1,129 l,l«l 1.791 1,009 1.421 1.447

COMNODITT TARIFF ITEN(S)/STATISTICAL COOB(S}

Cel« relit« uacoata« irea or aitai ahaata an« 
l.Xaa an« lean it thtekaeaa 79.19.200/.210,.221

Calvaniatd Iran er ataal ahaata aa« platea, 
4.71aa an« lata ta tblckaaaa 79.19.200/.298,.101,.112

Slalnlaaa aitai heap, atrip, ahttla at« piatta 79.19.120/.1173,.1184,.119),.1209,. 12 la. 
.1220,.1231,.1242,.12)3,.1244,.t27),.1284. 
.1297,.1300

79.1). 190/.1878,.1889,.189x,.2949,.197a, 
.1980,. 1991,.200x..2010,.2021,.2032, 
.2043,.20)4,.204)


