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1991The All groups index (weighted average of the six 

State capital cities) increased by 0.2 per cent in 
February 1994 (+0.3 index points).

Increases for a range of items were partly offset by 
decreases in other items. Again the main contributor 
to the overall price increa.se was timber (+0.7 per 
cent).

The All groups index (weighted average of the six 
State capital cities) increased by 4.9 per cent from 
February 1993 to February 1994.

INQUIRIES

Perceii*age change from previous month

11

Feb 
1994

Per cent 
1.0

0.8

l.l. I 0.6

Dec Feb Apr June Aug Ou Dec Feb ' 
1992 1993 1994

* furlher information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics contact Roben Adams on Canberra (06) 252 6198 or any ABS Stale 
office.

• for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services 
on Canberra (06) 252 6627,252 5402,252 6007 or any ABS State office.

NOTE: Explanatory Notes are published at the back of this publication.
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TABLE I. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIAI.S LSEI) IN HOI SE Bl II.DINO

Period

Weighted 
average of 

sa Slate 
capital cities Sydney Melbourne Brisbane

Bale; Year 1985 86 s KXl.O
Adelaide Penh Hobart Canberra

7986 87x KMl.O

1«

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93

142.1
142.4
145.2

145.7
146.1
148.5

13K.I 
137.3
141.1

141 9
144.7
147.H

136.2
135.5
137.8

148.7
149.3
150. .5

134.2
138.3
140.7

136 4
140,3
143.2 iIa 1992-93^ 

December 
January 
I'ebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

144.1
144.4
145.5
146.3
147.6
148.3
148.8

146.8
146.9
147.9
149.1
151.1
152.3
152.5

NO.O 
140.3 
142.0 
143.0 
144.5 
144.7 
145.5

147..5
147.9
148.2
148.4
149.0
149.0
149.2

135.8 
136.4 
1.38.6 
139.4
140.0 
143.4
144.9

150.2 
150.3
150.5 
151.1
151.4
151.8
151.7

140 4
140.7
140.8
140.8
141.2
141.4
141.6

142.3
142.5
143.0
143.2 
144.0
145.5
146.3

«■
/ii93-94 — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November p 
December p 
January p 
I'ebruary p

149.9
150.2
150.9
151.4
151.6
151.9
152.3
152.6

153..5
153,3
153.5
153.8
153.9
154.3
154.7
155.1

146.7
147.1
147.8
148.4
149.2
149.5
149.9
150.1

150.4
150.8
152.0
152.4
151.8
152.0
152.2
152.8

147.0 
147.8 
150,2
151.9 
152.0
152.2 
152.9 
153.7

152.5
152.7
152.7
152.9
152.6
152.9
153.2
153.0

142,8
143.1
143.1
143.4
143.5
143.6
144.5
144.2

148.5 
149.3
149.3
149.8
150.2
150,4 
150.7
151.5

id
I
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TABLE 1. PRICE INDEX OE MATERIALS I SED IS HOI SE Bl II DISG - umlinutj

•. 4

= .'l

I

i

■■ii*

Period

1990-91
1991-92 
1992-93

/992-9J — 
December 
January 
February 
March 
Aprii 
May 
June

July 
August 
September 
October 
November p 
December p 
January p 
February p

;W2-PJ — 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

¡093 94-- 
July 
Augutt 
Se [Mem her 
October 
November p 
December p 
January p 
February p

Weighted 
average of 

SIX Sune 
capital cities Syiiney Melbourne Hrishane Adelauie Penh

4.6
0.2
2.0

4 7
0.3
1.6

Bate: Year 1985 86 s KXJ.O

H-RCIATAGF: (^HASGf-.S

Change from previous year

3.4
-06
2.8

5 8
2.0
2.1

5.0
-0.5
1.7

5.6 
04 
0.8

Change from corresponding fruinih of previous year

/iohari Canberra
1986-87 » 100 0

4.8 
3-1
1.7

4.5
2.9
2.1

1.6
1.8
2.5
2.9
3.6
3.9
4.2

4.7 
4.7
5.2
5.4
5.5 
5-4
5.5
4.9

0.3
0.2
0.8
0.5 
0.9 
0.5 
0.3

0.7 
0.2
0.5 
0.3
0.1
0.2 
0.3
0.2

1.2

1.6
2.1
3.2
3,8

2.5
2.8
4.1
4.6
5.4
5.4
5.9

2.1 
2-1 
19 
2.3 
24 
2.1
2.0

-0.2 
1.1 
3.1
3.9 
4 4 
7,1 
8 1

0.3
0..5 
0 8

0.9

0.9

2.3 
23 
2.1 
14 
0.9 
0.9
1.0

I 7
1.6
24
2.1
2.1
3.0
3.2

4.4

4.3
4.5
4.7
5.1
5.3
4.9

6.3
6.2
6.6
6.7
7.2
6.8
6.8
5.7

2.8
2.9
3.5
3.7 
?.l
3.1
2.9
3.1

9.4
9.7

10.9
12.4
12.3

12.]
10.9

1.5
1 8
1.9 
2-1
1.9
1.8
1.9
1.7

1.8 
2.1
2.0 
2-1
2.5
2.3
2.7
2.4

5-1
4.8
5.1
5.6
5.7
5.8
5.9

Change from previous monih I
-0,1 
0.1 
0.7 
0.8
1.3 
0.8 
0.1

0.7 
-0.1 
0.1
0.2 
0.1 
0.3 
0.3
0.3

0.6 
0.2
1.2 
0.7
1.0 
0.1 
0.6

0.2 
0.3 
0.2
0.1 
0.4

0.1

0.3 
0.4
1.6 
0.6
0.4 
24
1.0

0.3
0.1
0.1
0.4
0.2
0.3

-0.1

0.3
0.2
0.1

0.3
0.1
0.1

0.1 
0.4 
0.1 
0.6 
1.0 
0.5

H
0.8
0.3
0.5
0.4
0.5
0.2
0.3
0.1

0.8 
0.3 
0.8 
0.3

-0.4 
01 
0.1 
0.4

1.4 
0.5 
1-6 
l.I 
0.1 
0.1 
0.5 
0.5

0.5 
O.I

0.8
0.2

1.5
0.5

0.1 
-0.2 
0.2 
0.2

-0.1

0.2
0.1
0.1
0.6

-0.2

0.3
0.3
0.1
0.2
0.5

IE



I I • ■ •' A 1:

5

TABLE 2. PKK'E INDEXES OF MATERIALS USED IN HOI SE lll’Il.DING
( ONTRIBL TION OF SIX STATE CAPI TAL CITIES AND CROI I’S TO ALL CHOCPS INDEX

(Expresswi In lerm« uf luul All Gniup« Index pxiliiG) (a)
Si

Wclghleil average of <ix Slate eapilal tlliei
January 1994 p

752 3
February 1994 p 

[52.6
Change 

03

3^
■;vj

.■J

■'.i

7

Coniribuiiun to Weighted 0 verage of six Slate capital 
cities index (in index points) —

Groups
C’oncreie mix, cement and sand
Cement prtxJucts
Clay bricks tiles, etc
’i imbcr, board and joinery
Steel products
Other metal products
Plumbing fixtures, etc
Hlccirital installation materials
Installed appliances
Other materials

(a) For an explanation nf this table we paragraph 16 of the Explanatory Notes.

13.01 
9.27

14.56 
51.79
5.62 

20.88
7.60 
3.4.5
7.16

18,97

13,09
9.28

14.56
52.06

5.63
20.84

7.57
3.4.5
7.16

18.94

0.08
0.01

0.27
0.01

-0.04
-0.03

-0.03

«

I
I
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►
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d TABI,KJ. PHK'K INDEX OK MATKRIAI-S I SKI) IS HOI SK Bl ll.DISli 
CHOU* INDEX NL MBEBS — WEItiHTED AVEKAOEOKSIX STATE l’AI‘11 Al. (Tl IK>i 

( Hum-ul each index: Year laXS-XA a 1011-0)

Ptrioä

Concrete 
fntx. cemenl 

anti sand

1990-91
1991-92
1992 93

143.0
119 4
140 4

Cemear 
produt'is 

nT?
140.9 
142 I

Clay hrwh
Ilies, ett

14 3 5
147 1
1490

limbtr. 
httardand

jotnrry

132 3 
1372

.S7ee/ 
prziJwii

1507
151 .3 
1554

J992-9J~- 
December 
January 
hebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

140.5 
1406
140.7 
1420
142-8
143 I
143.6

142.2
142.0
142.2 
141 9
141.9
142.4
1424

149(1 
148,8 
1489
149 ,3 
149,3 
149 4
1496

134 3 
1.14.8
137 5
139 1 
141.9 
144 3
146.4

154 9
155 3
155 7
156.0
156.0
156 4
156 9

i

R

B-i
¡093-94^
July 
August 
September 
OcUiber 
November p 
December p 
January p 
I’cbruary p

144 4 
144.4
144.4 
144 3
143..3 
1438 
143,8
144.6

142.4
142.6
14.3.2 
143 6
14.3.5
143,6 
144,1
144 3

150.2 
150.2
150 3 
150 1
149 9 
150.0 
150 .3
15O..3

148 8 
148 8 
1497 
150 9 
151,9 
1526
15,3 ,3 
154 1

157,1
156.9
157.2 
156 9
157,2
157,8 
159 9
160,2

r-<

1?;^

i
»5 :

Ptriod
1990.91
1991-92
1992-93

December 
January 
Hebniary 
March 
Apnl 
May 
June

TABLE 3. PRICE INDEX DE MATERIALS I SEI) IN HDl SE Bl II.DlNli
(;R(H P INDEX M MBERS — WEIGHTED AVERAGE DE SIX STATE CAPITAL Cl I IES —Ciin/mi«./ 

(Base ill each index: Year 1985-86 x 100.0}

Other 
metal 

products
htT 
147,9 
149.4

Plumbing 
futures, etc __

177.3 
177.8

IJei'infal 
tn.'itaUaiion 

maieriali
191.3
186.7
18.3.0

Installed 
appluinees

144 8
149 1

Other 
materials

138.2
142.4
144.6

ri

148.9
149.4
150.3
150.7
150.9
150.5
149.8

177.3 
177.1
177.7 
178.0 
178.3
177.5 
177.1

184.1 
181.6 
181 6 
181.9 
179.5 
178.8 
178 I

147.5
150.1
150.3
152.0
152.3
152.6
152.6

144,6 
144 4 
144 4
1444 
146 0 
145.9
144 4

/993-iM — 
July 
Auguit 
September 
Ociober 
November p 
l>icembcr p 
January p 
I-cbruary p

149.5
150.2
150.3
150.3
150.3 
1503
150.2 
1499

177.3 
180.7
183.0 
183.6 
183.2 
183.0
182.8 
182.3

179.4
180 0
180.0
178.8
174.5
174.1
175.3
175.4

1527 
152.8
156.8
157.1
157.1
157,1
157,1
157.1

145.8 
146 1
146.4
147.0 
147 4
147.3
147.8
147.6
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Introduction

EXPLANATORY NOTES

This publication coniains the Price Index of
Matcrial.s Used in Hou.sc Building on reference base: 
Year 1985-86 = ¡00.0 for the six Slate capital cities and 
1986-87 ------- -- - -for Canberra. The Appendix to the
October 19X6 issue of this publication contains a more
detailed description of ihc index and ili relationship
with previous indexes

Scope and composition
2. The index measures changc.s in prices of selected 
materials used in the construction of houses in each
capital city Statistical Division. A house is defined a.s a
detached building predominantly used for long term
residential purposes and consisting of only one dwelling 
unit. The index docs not purport to reprcscnl huilding.s
of any kind other than detached houses.

Items and weights
3. The index is a fixed weights index. The items and
weights were derived from reported values of each 
material used in selected representative hou.scsin selected
constructed in or about I98.5-X6. Each capital city has 
an individual weighting pattern. These renect the 
dilferences in the relative usage of different materials in

individual weighting pattern. These reOeci

the various cities and differences
between the cities.

in price level.s

4. The weighting pattern for the six .State capital 
cities was shown in the Appendix to the October 1986 
issue of this publication. The weighting pattern for 
Canberra was shown in the Appendix lo the Eebruary 
1988 issue.

Prices
5. Prices used relate to precise standards of
material. The atm ol the index

each

changes for materials o( constant quality.
is lo measure price

6. In general, the ixiint of pricing is delivered on site. 
However, in some cases it i.s neccs.sary to use the 
nearest realistic price available, e.g. that for materials 
supplied and fixed. Prices arc obtained in each capital
city from representative suppliers ol materials u.scd in 
house building. In the mam. the prices arc collected al 
the mid point of the month to which the index relates.

tn

7. As far as possible, actual transaction prices
used in this index

arc
— that is, prices actually paid by

building contractors or sub-contractors to material
suppliers for materials delivered on building sites. The
actual price paid for anything can. of course, be 
dc.scribed in various ways. Instead of being described 
a single price (as usually happens i..
for a building material may be described

as
in retail shops) a price

111 terms of the
components that make up the price — for instance 'list

price plus sales tax', suppliers price plu.s freight', basic 
price less (particular types ofl discount' and .so on It i.s 
these net prices that buyers pay to sellers in exchange 
I nr ilfxi ik.i ADC ____ . - ..(or iiialerials dial the ABS
price index.

aims to use in compiling this

8. rhe ABS asks rcspondcnl husincsse.s lo repon 
details ol the discounis they oiler .so ihal actual 
transaction prices can be calculated. However, as 
building materials suppliers offer many different types 
of discounts to buyers (e.g. trade di.scounts........ ..........
discounts, quantity discounts, competitive di.scounts). 
the identification of the di.scounts and the

settlement

way in which------- - ‘•••xr ».IV III WIIILII 
they are applied by sellers pose considerable problems 
for the ABS. To the extent that discounts arc identified 
and measured, their cfleccs are taken into account tn
calculating the index. Sometimes new discounts, or
changes in the way discounts arc applied by sellers, arc 
identified only after index numbers for a periixl have 
been published. In such cases, or in any other ca.se 
where it is discovered that incorrect prices have been 
used in compiling the indexes, revisions to index 
numbers will *
publication.

occur in subsequent issue.s of this

9. Sales taxes levied
included in the

on building matcrial.s are
prices used to compile the index.. ■ ------- UH. IIIULA.

Materials used in the construction of Commonwealth. 
State and Local Government owned hou.scs arc exempt 
from sales tax. At any particular time, when there i.s a 
change in the rate of sales tax on building materials, the
index is calculated to take into account the proportions, ................. wwwwM... inv nuns
Ol materials .sold subject to sales tax at that time and the
proportion of matcrial.s exempt from saic.s tax.

Index numbers
10. Index numlx-rs for financial----- years are simple 
averages of the monthly index numbers.

11. Index numbers for the latest
previous three months

month and the
arc preliminary and subject to, . ---- «««u Auujtxi III

revision. However, it may be necessary to revise index 
numbers for earlier pcriixls. from lime to time, where 
incorrect pricc.s for those periods arc delected later on.

12. The separate city indexes measure price
movements within each capital city individually. They 
enable comparison.s to be drawn between cities as to 
differences in degree of price movemeni from periixl to 
l^riod. They do not measure differences in price levels
between cities.

Analysis »f index changes
1.3. Care should be excrci.sed when interpreting month- 
to-month movements in the indexes a.s short-tenn
movements do not necessarily indicate changc.s tn trend.

1«
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14. Movements in indexes from one period to another 
can be expressed either as changes in index points' or as 
percentage changes. The following example illustrates 
the method of calculating index [xiints changc.s and 
pcrccnuigc changc.s between any two periods:

Average Weekly Earnings, Stales and Australia (6302.0) 
— issued quarterly.

‘*'#1

0
Weighted average of six State capital citie.s
index numbers —

February 1994 
te February 1993 
Change in index points

152.6 (sec Table 1)
145.5 (see Table I)

7.1

7.1
Percentage change » j x l(X) = 4.9

19. Current publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in the Calalanue of Publu alions and Produi is, 
Australia {1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays 
and Fridays, a Puhlicalions Advice (1105.0) which lists
publications lo be released in the next few days. The 
Catalogue and Publicalion.s Advice arc available from

I any ABS office

15. In this publication percentage changes are shown 
in respect of movements between:

Unpublished statistics
20. As well a.s the statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS ha.s a large range of other 
relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be 
directed lo the contact in the phone inquiries box al the 
front of this publication.

• consecutive financial years
SymlMil.s and other usages

• corresponding months of consecutive ycar.s

• consecutive months.

16. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contribution 
which selected categories of materials make to the total 
Weighted average of the six State capital cities index. 
For example. Timber, board and joinery contributed 
+52.06 index points to the total Weighted average of the 
six State capital cities index number of 152.6 for 
February 1994 and +0.27 index points to the net change 
of +0.3 index points.

Related publications
17. Users may also wish to refet to the following price 
index publications which arc available on request:

Price Index of Materials Used in Building Other Than 
House Building, Eight Capital Citie.s (6407.0) — issued 
monthly

Price Indexes of Material,! Used in Manufacturing
Industries, Australia (6411.0) — issued monthly

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing
Industry, Australia (6412.0) — issued monthly

Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Australia (6410.0) 
— issued monthly.

P 
r

preliminary — scries subject to revision, 
figure revised since previous issue, 
nil or rounded lo zero.

Electronic services
DlSCOVliRY.

PC Ausstats.

Key *656# for .selected current 
economic, social and demographic 
statistics.

Thousands of up-to-date time series 
are available on this ABS on-line 
.service. For further information phone 
the PC AUS-S'I aTS Help Desk on 
{(16) 252 6017.

PC Tlil-liSI ATS. This service provides:
• foreign trade statistics tailored to

users'
information 
(06) 252 5404

requiremenis.
is available

Further
on

text and tables for selected Main 
Economic Indicator publications. 
Further information is available on 
(06) 252 5405.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics are available 
on floppy disk. Further infonnalion is 
available on (06) 252 6684.

D I-

18. Other ABS publications which may be of interest 
include:

Award Pates of Pay Indexes, Australia (6312.0) ~ 
issued monthly

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

Pnnied by Alan Law, Crimmnnweahh Government Pnnier, Canberra 
O Convnoowaalih of Auttralia 1994

Recommended retail price: W.60

2640800002941
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