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This bulletin contains particulars of the Wholesale Price (Basic Materials 
and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present time.

2. A list of the oommoditiee and other information oonoemlng the index la set
out in Labour Report No. 50, 1962 and I963.
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3. Commodities in the index are priced in their primary or basic form wherever
possible and as nearly as may be at the point where they first make effective Impact on
the Australian price structure, 
ex-bond or into factory basis.

The prices of Imported goods, for Instance, are on an

4.
and merchants.

5.

The prices used have, in the main, been obtained directly from manufacturers
With a few important exoeptione, they are from Melbourne sources.

The index is constructed on the aggregative fixed weights formula. The
weights are based on estimates of the average annual ooneumptlon of the commodities In 
Australia during the period 1928-29 to 1934-35. Work is proceeding on the preparation
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, of new series of wholesale price index numbers. Meanwhile, the present serlee continue
to be compiled on their existing basis, which has become increasingly affected by1! TO De oompiiea on tnelr existing oasis, which has become increasingly affected by

I changes in usage, changes of category as between "imported" and "home produced" for
1 some commodities, and changes in industrial structure.
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■ 6. Table 1 below shows for each index the percentage change of the index number
for the month of May, I966, from the preceding month (April, I966) and from the
corresponding month of the previous year (May, I965). It also shows the percentage
change of the average of the index numbers for the eleven months ended Hay, I966, from 
the average of the index numbers for the eleven months ended May, 1965.

V

407 
406
412
425
434
436 
436
437 

p443 
p449

288
288
288
326
326
326
326
337
34s
348

256 
271 
282
286 
292 
301
311
326 
356 
353

508
508
509
508
508
505
505
506
507
507

347 
347
352 
354
355 
355
356 

r359 
p36l 
P36l

384 
400 
394 
379 
372
373 

P371 
P377 
p396 
P393

274 
275 
281 
281
281
280 

p281 
p282 
p282 
p283

406 
419
414 
404
399 
400
399 

r4O5 
P421 
p410

367 i
376
375 ;
367 ■
364
365 

p364 
rp369 

P38O 
p378

TABLE 1. - WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOODSTUFFS) INDEX MDMBEII8 

MAY, 1966

Change from Previous Periods .
(Per cent.)

I

Basic Materials
Basic MataÁais 
and Foodstuffs

index number for the "Metals and Coal" group excluding Coal and
Briquettes for April, 1966 is 476.

(b) Represents only such imported oommoditiee as are included in the Wholesale Price 
Index and does not measure changes in prices of all imports.

p - preliminary, subject to revision. r - revised.

This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and contains statlstlos 
or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth Statistician pursuant 
to the Census and Statistics Act 1905-1949.

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

K. M. ARCHER 
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN

CANBERRA, A.C.T. 3IST MAY, 1966,

Nora. - Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
70413 Extension 366 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of the 
Bureau of Census and Statistics.
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Apr., 1966
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ihay, 1966
May, 1965 

and
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I 11 months 
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May, 1965 
and 

11 months 
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Hsy, 1966

-0.3

-2.3 +5.8

- 0.2

+11.2 >20.8

♦0.3 +5.3 + 0.2 +12.9

- 4.5 -0.3 -2.5 -0.4 -1.9 -1.6

+35.9

+27.0

>0.4

♦0.8

+3.7 +3.8 +2.2 +4-3 +3.6

I*

+2.9 +5.8 +1.1 +5-7 +4.5

I (a) Represents only such Imported oommoditiee as are included in the Wholesale Price

! Index and does not measure changes in prices of all Imports.
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TABLE 2, - WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOODBTUBTS) INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of eaoh Index 1 Average of 3 yeare ended June, 1939 - IOO)
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WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOODSTUFFS) INDtijCj
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bulletin contains particulars of the Wholesale Price (Basic Materiali 
and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present "time.
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commodities and other Information oonoeming the index is set 
out in Labour Report No. 50, 1962 and 1963.
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6. Table 1 below shows for each index thefor the mnntk „P T Percentage change of the index numberfor the month of J^e, I966, from the preceding month (May, 1966) and from the 
corresponding month of the previous year (June, I965). - 
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274 
275 
281
281
281 
280
281
282
282 

p283 
p2S2

406 
4’9
414
404 
399 
400
399
405
421

P418 
p410

367 
376
375 
367 
364
365 
364
369
380 

P378 
P372

Percent-
af.fl

chaiige 
between

group excluding Coal

(b) Represents only such imported oommodlties as are included in the Wholesale Price 
Index and does not measure ohanges in prioee of all imports.

p - preliminary, subject to revision.

This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and contains 
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth 
Statistiolan pursuant to the Census and Sxatlstloe Act I905-I949,,
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COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

K.M. ARCHER 
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CANBERRA, A.C.T. 7TH JULI, 1966

NOTE. - Inquiries oonoeming these statistios may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
70413 Extension 366 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
the Bureau of Census and Statistlca.
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+11.4 +20.8 +21.6 +0.4 +3.5 +3.2 +2.2 +3.8 +3.3
I
I

+ 1.2 +13.6 +26.4 +0.8 +2.9 +5.8 +5.4 +4.5
I

(a) Represents only suoh imported oommodlties
Index and does not ae are included in the Wholesale Price 

measure ohanges in prices of all imports.
i
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