
2 . 15 . 2 .  I SOLATES : I R I AN JAVA 

2 . 1 5 . 2 . 1 .  I NT RO D U C T I O N  

C . L .  Voorhoeve 

Among the known language s of Irian Jaya there are now only two lan­
guages le ft who se affi liation is not yet clear : Warenb ori and Taurap 
( Borumeso ) . Five othe r language s which e arlier had been regarded as 
i s olat e s , viz .  Morwap , Molof , Usku , Tofamna , and Kaure ( Voorhoeve 1 97 1 )  
have s ince b een included in the Trans-New Guinea Phyl um ( se e  2 . 6 . 2 . 2 . 1 6 . -
1 7 .  and 2 . 5 . 3 . 3 . 2 .  i n  this volume ) .  

2 . 1 5 . 2 . 2 . WAR E N B O R I  

Warenbori i s  spoken in two o r  three vil lages i n  t he delta o f  the 
Mamberamo Rive r .  The numb er of speakers is not known but is  unlikely to 
exceed a few hundre d .  The only pub li shed source of informat ion on 
Warenbori is Gal i s ' survey of 1 95 5 ,  which cont ains one noun and ten num­
erals in Warenbori , and s hows i t s  location on the map . The p re s ent 
writer used an unpub lished wordlist put at his disposal b y  J . e .  Anceaux 
( see 2 . 6 . 2 . 1 . in this volume ) .  

Warenbori shares ab out 10%  cognates with i t s  western neighbour Baropas i 
of the East Geelvink Bay stock-leve l  Fami ly o f  the Geelvink Bay Phylum 
( see 2 . 14 . 3 . 2 . 1 . ) ,  b ut neither with the other members of this family nor 
with any o ther l anguage do i t s  cognati on percent age s reach the phyl um 
leve l .  I t  i s  likely that the 1 0 %  shared w ith Baropasi reflects  a borrow­
ing rel at ionship . The pronouns in Warenbori are : 

Sing.  
P lur . 

1 
i w i  
i w i a m i a  ( in cl . ) 
am i ma g a i ( excl . )  

2 
aw i 
b a n u b u r e m i  
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3 
a m a g a i 
b a i n t e me 
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They show s imil arit ies to the pronouns in Yava ( 2nd person s ingular ,  1st 
pe rson p l ural inclusive ) , Taru�gare ( 2nd person s ingular )  and Baropasi 
( 3rd person s ingu l ar ) of t he Geelvink Bay Phylum ( see 2 . 1 4 . 3 . 2 . ) ,  b ut 
no sys temat ic corresponden ce s . 

Nearly a l l  the nouns in the Warenb ori l i s t  end in - ro or - n d o ;  pos­
s ib ly these are s uffixes or clitics  o f  unknown function , or perhap s 
allomorphs o f  one s uffix or clitic . Some examples : l o u s e  k i r o ,  fi s h  

a n t a r o ,  tree aw u r o ,  be l ly kewa r a ro ;  m e a t  m i n d o , ear e r a r a n d o ;  and hand 

k e b e r a ro ( with prefi x k- and s uffix - ro? ) besides nai l e b e r a - t l r b i n d o . 

Some nouns seem to be compound nouns with a second con s t it uent b o r o ,  
o r  b a ro possib ly referring t o  a round obj ect : b o ne k e kom- b o ro ; bre a s t 

t u t u - b o ro ,  knee k e p l b W a r o ,  egg m a n i n d o - b a ro ( bird:  ma n i r o ) , eye i - b a ro .  

Prob ab le cognat e s  are found through the whole Trans-New Guine a Phyl um ,  
often a s  second const ituent o f  compounds : Suki t l - b o d u ,  Kiwai ke - p u r u 
head ; Kampong Baru ( So uth Bird ' s  Head Fami ly )  i - m a g o  eye , Kae t i  k i r i - mo g o  
e y e , and i n  the Finisterre-Huon group o f  l anguage s :  Nankina b u u n round , 

Selepet p u r u a lu s te r  of fru i t  ( McE lhanon and Voorhoeve 1 9 7 0 ) are s ome of 
the examples . In these cases - ro does not seem to be a s uffix . The 
morpheme i as first cons tituent in e y e  has also etyma in many Trans-New 
Guinea Phylum language s ,  see for inst ance the Kampong Baru form ment ioned 
above . One may there fore expect that eventually Warenb ori w i l l  turn out 
to belong to the Trans-New Guinea Phylum . 

2 . 1 5 . 2 . 3 . TAU RAP ( O R  B O R U M E S O ) 

Taurap is spoken south-wes t  o f  the Mamberamo Rive r ,  s o uth of 
P ioniersb ivak . In the south it b orders on the Bauri l anguage of the 
Geelvink Bay Phylum near Lake Holmes ( see 2 . 1 4 . 3 . 2 . 1 . ) ;  in the north and 
wes t , on the opposite s ide of t he Mamberamo , i t s  nei ghbour i s  Kwerba 
( see 2 . 6 . 2 . 2 . 8 . 1 . ) .  It is  not known how far the Taurap area ext ends 
towards the coast . Taurap is  the language of t he Monao , or Borumeso , 
tribe and unt i l  recent ly was known as Borume s o .  The number o f  i t s  
speakers i s  not know n .  

A n  e arly wordli st in Taurap ( Borumeso ) w a s  pub l i shed anonymous ly i n  
Anth4o p O� 8 ( 19 1 3 ) ; t h e  present writer a l s o  had a t  his disposal one 
Taurap l i s t  from Ance aux ' collection ( see 2 . 6 . 2 . 1 .  in this volume ) and 
a list  recent ly col lected by Myron Bromley . The se l i s t s  con t ain s ome 
correspondences with l an guages of the East Bird ' s  Head Phyl um ( 2 . 14 . 3 . 1 . ) ,  
e special l y  with Mantion , the Gee lvink Bay Phylum ( 2 . 1 4 . 3 . 2 . ) ,  and the 
Tr ans-New Guinea Phylum, e specially with Kwerba ,  Kaure , and Dani , b ut 
their number i s  too low t o  t ie Taurap firmly in with any o f  t he three 
phy l a .  
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Nothing i s  known o f  the grammat ical s tructure o f  Taurap . The word­
l i s t s  do not contain any clearly re cognizab le affixes except perhaps an 
adj ective ending - ko r a , - s o r a , or - h o r a  : h u n k o ra b Z aak , � i k o r a  g oo d ,  

ka i s o r a  r e d ,  n amk ( h o r a  round. Only four pronouns have b een recorde d ;  
those i n  the 1 s t  and 2nd person s ingular are s imi l ar t o  the c orre sponding 
forms in Mantion : 

1 
Sing.  d awo ( Mantion : d a n i ) 

P lur . � o ro 

2 
� awo ( Manti on : b a n i )  

3 
j u a n e  
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