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PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE 
BUILDING, EIGHT CAPITAL CITIES, SEPTEMBER 1993

MAIN FEATURES
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The All groups index (weighted average of the six Stale 
capital diies) increased by OJ% in September 1993.

Prices of some items were affected by the 1 percentage point 
increase in the sales tax rate announced in the 1993-94 
Ccmmonweallh Budget. The resulting price increases 
accounted for an increase of 0.1% (from August 1993 to 
September 1993) in the AU groups index for the weighted 
average of the su State capital cities.

Increases for a range of items were partly offset by decreases 
in other items The major contributors to the overall price 
movement were:

Percentage change from previouo montb

Per cent 
0.4

•air conditioning equipment (+0.6%);

• elevators and escalators (+1.9%);

• clay bricks (+1.2%);

• structural steel (+0.4%); and

• structural timber (+1.1%).
See Table 2 for the major contributors to eacb city’s ptice 
movement.

iy .jiiiiij
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The All groups index (weighted average of the six State 
capital cities) increased by 1.6% from September 1992 to 
September 1993.

cotn-Note; Commeucing with the next issue, the Price liuUx of Materials Used in BniUing Other than House. BuiUing will be com­
piled on the basis of a revised list of items and an updated weighting patten,. The reference base of the new series index 
will be updated Io 1989-90 = 100.0. With the introduction of the new series an index for Darwin will no longer be compiled.

INQUIRIES • fif further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics contact Maik Dickson or, Canberra (06) 252 6198 or any ABS State 
office.

•for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this 
pu'.lii a! ion.



1 -'r.íiUL .

'4*

-J z
’3

PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING — ALL GROUPS 
PERCENTAGE CHANGE FROM PREVIOUS MONTH
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TA» .E t PBICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING—ALL GROUPS

Weighted 
average of six 

State capital 
cities Mflbourne Brubant Adtlaide

____________INDEX NUMBERS

(Base Year 1979-80bI00.0)

Perth Hobart Darwùi Canberra

1981-82*100.0 1986-87sl00.0

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93 p

243.7
245.2
245.7

244.2
247.8
246.3

238.0
235.6
237.8

245.2
251.3
254.7

249.6
250.0
249.2

253.2
252.5
253.7

225.2
232.1
234.7

181.1
186.6
188.2

140.4
143.7
144.0

1

¡992-93— 
July 
August 
September 
rjaober 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
Apnl 
N4y 
June p

1993-94- 
July p 
August p 
September p

I 1990-91
1991-92
1992-93 p

1992-93— 
July 
August 
September 
Oaobcr 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
Apnl 
N^y 
June p

¡993-94— 
July p 
August p 
September p

1992-93— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
Apnl 
May 
Jime p

75IW-W— 
July p 
August p 
September p

244.6
245.0
244.7
245.4
245.0
245.2
245.3
246.0
246.5
246.7
247.1
247.3

247.8
247.8
248.6

5.1
0.6
0.2

-0.6
-0.3
-0.6
-0.4
•0.3
-0.1
0.1
0.5
0.8
1.0
1.3
1.4

1.3
1.1
1.6

0.2
0.2

-0.1
0.3

-0.2
0.1

0.3 
0.2 
O.l 
0.2 
0.1

0.2

0.3

247.4
247.3
246.3
247.3
245.9
245.7
245.1
245.7
245.9
245.9
246.2
246.6

246.9
245.9
246.4

5.6
1.5

-0.6

0.3 
O.l 

-0.9 
-1.0 
-1.0 
-I.O 
-1.2 
-1.0 
-0.8 
-0.6 
-0.2 
-0.3

-0.2
-0.6

D

-0.4
0.4

-0.6 
-0.1
-0.2
0.2 
0.1

0.1
0.2

0.1
-0.4
0.2

234.6
236.0
236.0
236.7
236.5
237.4
237.7
238.4
239.3
239.8
240.1
240.5

252.7
252.4
252,9
253.9
254.6
254.5
255.2
255.6
255.8
255.9
256.3
256.0

247.0
247.4
247.3
247.5
247.6
247.6
248.4
250.4
251.0
251.3
252.1
252.3

252.8
252.8
253.0
252.9
252.8
253.4
253.6
254.0
254.8
254.4
254.9
254.6

234.4
233.8
233.5
233.9
233.6
233.8
234.9
234.9
235.1
235.5
236.3
237.0

188.4
188.6
188.8
188.4
188.2
187.8
188.3
188.2
187.0
188.0
188.4
188.7

142.9
143.7
143.8
144.0
143.8
143.6
144.1
144.2
144.3
144.2
144.5
144.7

240.9
241.6
242.6

256.7
257.2
257.7

253.5
253.9
254.6

255.5
255.7
256.7

238.5
238.6
239.1

189.0
191.4
193.0

PERCENTAGE CHANGES

145.1
145.1
145.3

4.5
-1.0 
0.9

Change fremi previous year

4.8
2.5
1.4

5.3 
0.2 

-0.3

5.5
-0.3
0.5

Change from corresponding month of previous year

-2.1
-1.0
-0.9
-0.4

0.8
1.3
2.0
2.4
2.8
3.0
3.1

2.7
2.4
2.8

0.6
0.6

0.3 
-0.1
0.4 
0.1 
0.3 
0.4 
0.2 
0.1
0.2

0.2
0.3
0.4

3.9
3.1
1.1

5.4
3.0
0.9

6.2
2.4
0.2

1.3
1.0
1.0
1.2

1.4
1.4
1.4
1.5
1.7
1.7

1.6
1.9
1.9

-13
•1.7

-1’4

-1.3
•1.2
-0.7

1.1
1.2
1.7
2.2

2.6
2.6
3.0

Change from previous month

0.4
-0.1
0.2
0.4
0.3

0.3
0.2
0.1

0.2
•0.1

0.3
0.2
0.2

0.2

0.1

0.3 
0.8 
0.2 
0.1
0.3 
0.1

0.5
0.2
0.3

0.2
0.1
0.6
0.5

0.3 
0,2 
0,7 
0.7
0.6 
1.0 
1.0

1.1
1.1
1.5

0.3

0.1

0.2
0.1
0.2
0.3

-0.2
0.2

-0.1

0.4
0.1
0.4

1.8

1.0

0.8
0.9
1.3
0.8
0.8
0.8
1.0

1.7
2.1
2.4

0.3 
-0.3 
-0.1
0.2 

-0.1
0.1 
0.5

0.1
0.2
0.3
0.3

0.6

0,2

2.0 
1.4 
1.1 
1.0 
0.8
1.2 
1.0

■0.2 
•0.2
0.3 
0.5 
0.6

-0.3 
0.3 
0.2

-0.3
-0.1
-0.1
0.4 
0.4 
0.4
0.5 
0.6 
0.8

0.3
1.5
2.2

1.5
1.0
1.0

0.5 
0.1 
0.1 

-0.2 
•0.1 
-0.2
0.3 

■0.1 
-0.6
0.5 
0.2 
0.2

-0.5 
0.6 
0.1 
0.1

-0.1
-0.1 
0.3 
0.1 
0,1

-0.1 
0.2 
0.1

0.2 
1.3 
0.8

0.3

0.1
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ALL GROUPS

TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING 
CONTRIBUTION OF MAJOR ITEMS TO CHANGE BETWEEN AUGUST 1993 AND SEPTEMBER 1993, 

IN TERMS OF ALL GROUPS INDEX POINTS(b)

Weighted 
average of six 

Stau capital 
cities

individual cities

0.8

Sydney

0.5

Mel­
bourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Canberra

1.0 0.5 0.7 i.O 0.5 0.2

SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MA'IERIALS
StructunJ timber 
Joinery producisfb) 
(?lay bricks 
Ready mixed concrete 
Precaal concrete products 
Galv. steel decking, etc. 
Structural steel 
Reinforang steel, etc. 
Aluminium windows 
Aluminium screens, doors, etc. 
Suspended ceilings 
Steel windows, doors, etc. 
Builders' hardware 
Sand, aggregate and filling 
(.-’arpct 
Paint 
Non-ferrous pipes 
Plaster and platter products 
Conductors 
Switchhoards and switchgear 
Lamps and light fittings 
Air conditioning equipmentfc) 
Fire protection 
Elevators and escalators

0.05 0.06 •0.01

0.09
-0.02 
0.02

-0.03 
0.07

-0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01
0.01 
0.01 
0.03

-0.01

0.02
0.05
0.04
0.18
0.01
0.11

0.21
-0.09
0.02

-0.09
-0.02

-0.01

0.02

0.12
0.05
0.16

0.19

0.07
0.03

-0.04
0.01
0.07

0.32
-0.02

-0.06
0.04

0.02 0.08
0.23

0.02
0.02
0.03

0.27
-0.04

0.01
0.01

0.01
0.02
0.02

0.07

0.05
0.15

0.07

0.01

0.10
0.10
0.07
O.IO

-0,12

-0.02

0.03
-0.06

-0.02

0.02
0.21

-0.06

-0.08
-0.03

-0.01
0.07

0.03

0.02

0.14

0.07

-0.07
0.02

-0.15

-0.01 
0.04 
0.36

0.05

0.03

-0.01 
0.01 
0.05 
0.21

-0.01 
0.09

0.02
-0.02

-0.06 
0.20

-0.11 
0.15 
0.38 
0.09

-0.20

■0.02

0.03
0.06

0.24

(a) For an explanauon of th» table aee paragraph 21 of the Explanaiory Notea. (b} Includes built tn furniture, ready-made windows and dooia, and other joinery products.
(c) Atr condittofung excluding piping and eleoncsl matenals.

4
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TABLE 3. INPEX NUMBERS BASED ON AUSTRALIAN STANDARD INDUST'MML (H^ASSIKICATION (ASIC) 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

(Btaie of each lodn: Year 1979-10 s 100.0)______________________________________

Selected ASIC (if oi^s

s
I

Vo/ttr weighda)

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93 p

IVood 
and 

wood 
products 

(253) 
7.97%

254.6 
256.7 
260.8

C/oy 
products 

artd 
refractories 

(286) 
4.16%

250.6 
253.0 
255.4

and 
concreit 
products 

(2S7) 
J5.42%

231.1 
227.6 
223.6

Hasic 
iron 
and 

steel 
(294) 

4.69%

246.1 
251.7 
256.5

Structurai 
metai 

products 
(314) 

29.24%

223.0 
221.1 
22X7

Sheet 
metai 

products 
(315) 

3.68%

213.5 
279.1 
276.3

Other 
fabricated 

metai 
products

2.77%

254.3 
262.9 
269.9

Appliances 
and 

electrical 
equipment 

(335) 
9.70%

290.7 
294.8 
293.1

Industrial 
machinery 

and 
equipment 

(336) 
S.79%

253.3 
261.0 
259.1

OlArr
Í3.58%

243.4
247.0
249.3

41/

¡0000%

245.2
245.7

1992-93— 
July 
August 
September 
(ktober 
November 
December 
January 
February 
Mardi 
Apnl 
May 
June p

256.7 
257.0 
257.1
256.8
257.8
258.2 
258 6
261.5 
2618
265.3 
267 7
268.8

255.1
255.1
255.3
255.5
255.4
255.2
255.3
255.6
255.3
255.6
255.7
255.8

221.5
223.5
221.8
223.3
222.8
222.9
222.9
222.9
224.2
225.1
225.6
226.5

253.3
253.6
254.1
254.0
254.2
256.4
256.6
258.2
258.7
259.0
259.8
259.9

222.3 
221.9
221.6 
22X1 
22X0 
22X1
22X4 
22X9 
223.2 
22X9
223.8 
224.9

280.5
276.0
274.7
274.8
274.9
274.7
275.1
276.8
276.9
276.8
277.5
276.8

265.8 
265.9
266.4 
266.1
265.8 
266.0
269.6
270.7
274.2
275.3
276.3
276.3

293.6
297.2
293.3
296,0
294.5
294.6
292.0
292.8
292.7
290.1
289.3
287.7

257.7
256.7
257.0
261.1
260.2
260.0
260.1
259.6
259.3
260.0
258.7
259.3

248.4 
248.6 
249.4 
249.3 
248.1
2487 
249.: 
249.8 
249.9 
25a8 
X5a3 
248.8

244.6
245.0
244.7
245,4
245,0 
245.2
245.3 
246.0
246 5 
246.7
247.1
2413

¡993-94— 
July p 
August p 
September p

270.9 
271.4 
27X0

256.5
257.4
259.7

227.0
226.0
226.1

260.2
260.8
260.4

225.1
225.2
225.6

276.9
277.6
279.0

278.7
279.0
279.7

287.6
285.9
287.2

259.6
259.9 
26X9

25ttO 
ms 
25a8

247.8
247.8
248.6

(•) i.’oin»tMUiai and weighluig pattern u at reference base year 1979-80, see paragnph 3 of Explanatory Noles.
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Structural timber
Hardwood
Softwood

Plywood, hardboard and safdxiard
Joinery produai(a)
Clay faricka
Earthenware pipes and fittings
Ceramic tiles
Toilet suites and hand basins
Cement
Ready mixed concrete
Precast concrete producu
Concrete masonry Modes
Galvanised steel decking, cluing, etc.
Cast iron pipes and finings
Structural steel
Reinforcing steel bar. fabric and mesh 
Aluminium windows
Aluminium screens, doom, louvres and other 

fabricated producu
Suspended ceilings
Steel windows, doors, Icxsvres, etc.
Urinals, baths and sinks
Builden* hardware (e.g. hinges, catches, 

handles, bolls, nails, etc.)
Sand, aggregate and filling
Carpet
Paint
Asphalt
Glass
Plaster and plaster products
Fibrous cement products
Non-ferrous pipes
Vinyl sheet and tiles

221.8
233.5
203.5
245.2
267.3
258.0
302.1
180.6
331.1
238.9
222.9
234.0
240.5
235.9
320.6
220.5
222.4
222.6

7992.
93p

236.9
245.0
220.1
244.7
268.7
261.0
302.9
181.7
332.9
241.4
217.8
233.3
233.5
239.9
336.1
221.6
229.7
221.9

TABLE 4. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES 

(Base of each indcs: Year 1979-88 s 180.0)

/992-9J

Jui.

22X2
237.9
201.3
244.9
267.2
260.5
304.4
180.5
334.2
239.7
213.9
233.9
241.4
235.9
334.4
220.9
226.9
22X3

4^. 

223.6 
237.9 
203.5 
244.6 
267.3 
2604 
306.4 
180,9 
33X7 
238.5 
217.4 
233.4 
237.7 
235.8 
335.8 
220.9 
227.0 
221.6

224.0 
238.5 
203.8
244.7 
267.2 
26a5
306.3
181.4
333.2 
239.8
215.1
23X9 
235,9 
236.0
335.7 
221.0 
226 3
221.4

Oct. Nov. Dtc Jan. Feb. Mar

1993-94

230.6
203.9
239.9
314.7

276.8
291.8
231.2
296.5
246.3
212.7
237.9
249.6
217.4
226.5

230.6
202.3
240.4
319.1

284.1
291.1
226.1
300.3
254.4
215.8
241.2
251.5
225.5
227.6

231.4
204.4
240.6
321.2

231.0
2027
240.4
3204

231.0 
20X0
239.7 
32a3

281.4 
293.1 
227.5 
298.3 
25X4 
21X8 
239-9
251.9 
223.7 
225.6

281.6 
29X8 
227.8 
298.3 
254.4 
21X8 
240.0 
251.9 
224.7
225.2

281.8
293.0
228.0
299.3
254.4
213.1
24a3
251.2
227.4
225.3

223.8 
23a5 
203.4
244.7
266.9 
261.3 
305.1
181.9 
3301
241.4 
217.3 
23X9
236.2 
235.9
335.8
221.1 
227.6
221.4

231.0
20X4
2408
3201

280.7
289.5
226.9
299.0
254.4
213.1
2402
251.2
228.9
226.0

225.1
238.5
205.6
244.3
267.9
261.2
305.1
182.2
329.9
241.4
216.4
232.8
236.1
236.2
335.9
220.7
227.6
221.3

230.5
202.4
241.0
318.9

280.6
289.5
225.1
299.3
254.4
213.1
240.2
251.2
224.4
226.0

227.1
240.1
207.7
244.2
267.9
260.9
303.1
182.3
330.7
241,4
217.1
232.8
231.0
240.6
335.7
220.7
228.2
221.4

230.5
201.8
241.2
317.4

280.5
289.0
224.7
301.2
254.4
213,1
240.2
251.9
225.1
226.2

228.5
240.2
209.7
244.3
268.1
260.9
302.4
182.2
331.5
241.4
216.6
233.1
232.2
240.3
335.7
221.1
229.1
221.4

230.5
201.9
241.4
317.1

282.6
289.0
225,0
301.1
254.4
213.1
240.0
251.9
227,5
226.2

240.0 
250.5 
221.5
244.3 
268.9
261.1
302.2 
181.7
334.0 
241.5
217.1
233.0 
230.3
243.6 
335.7
221.5
230.6
221.6

230.5
202.4
241.4
318.0

283.8
290.5
225.0
301.6
254.6
213.1
240.0
251.9
230.6
226.9

245.6 
251.7 
229.6
244.4
270.5 
260.8 
300.5
181.8
333.9 
241.5
218.9 
233.4
230.2 
243.7
335.7 
22L2 
231.5
222.0

230.5
203.7
241.3
318.4

288.3
290.5
225.3
301.3
254.4
214.3
240.7
251.3
229.4
229.9

Apr.

25U 
25X6 
239.6 
245.2 
2706 
261.1 
3006 
181.6 
335.3 
243.1 
2201 
233.6 
2302 
243.7 
336.1 
221.6 
231.5 
22X2

2306
201.1
2402
319.4

288.4 
2905 
226.0 
300.9
254.4 
22X3 
245.2 
251.3
227.7 
231.3

May Junep July/t Aug.p

263.3 
253.8 
256.0
245.3 
27a9 
261.2 
30a5
181.8 
335.3 
243.4
220.8 
233.8 
23a2
243.7 
336.1 
224.3
233.2 
22X8

229.5
20a9
238.4
319.7

289.2 
29X5 
226.0 
301.2 
255.4 
224.8 
245.1 
251.3 
221.1 
231.1

267.3 
259.2 
259.1 
245.9 
271,3 
261.8 
2982
181.8 
334.0
243.4 
22X1
234.0 
23ft2
243.3 
34a2
224.7 
237.3
223.0

229,9
201.3
238.5
318.2

289.5 
2911Ì 
225.8
301.6 
255.4
223.4 
24X2 
25ft6
215.3
231.4

273.9 
259.6 
269.2 
249.1 
27X0 
26X3 
298.7 
18X3 
336.5 
243.0 
223.3 
23X0 
2303 
239.4 
367.1 
226.0 
237.4
221.6

229.0 
201.0
238.3 
32a 1

289.6
293.7
226.0
304.5
255.5
224.0
245.0
249.7
217.7
231.8

27X8 
259.7 
267.3 
251,2 
27X8 
26X2 
296.6 
18X3 
347.1 
235.3
22X0 
233.2 
2303 
239.4 
369.5
226.4 
237.1 
221.8

229.1
201.4
238.7
324.0

288.8 
293.7 
22X5 
303.9 
255.5 
22X4
244.9 
2508 
22X1 
231.8

275.9
299.2
272.5
251.2
272.8
265.4
294.0
182.3
350.7
235.3
221.8
233.9
231.5
238.1
369.7
227.2
236.9
222.0

229,4
201.8
238.9
334.4

289.1
295.5
222.5
304.2
255.5
222.4
244.9
252.6
222.3
233.2

(a) Inciudca buil( in furrature. partitiom, ready made windows and doors, and otfwr joirHiy.



Struciurai 
limbtr

CJey 
bricks

TABLE 5. INDEX Nl'MBEItS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS 
(Bite of eadi Index: Year 1979-88 « 180.9)

Reoify 
núxeti 

congele

Pracaat 
concreta 
prúdiícfá

Galvanised 
ste^ 

decking, 
cladding. Structural

fie

Rfif^orâng

1990-91
1991-92
1992^93 p

206.0 
20X8 
217.4

235.0
229.1
227.5

244.9
239.4
209.5

217.8
218.9
219.0

249.7
255.2
261.6

Steel

SYDNEY

211.0
215.9
218.6

Steel 
bar. 

fabric 
and 

mesh

216.4
226.9
242.1

Aiiamnium 
MiuÉPtys

Steel 
windows, 

doors, 
louvres, 

etc.
Buiiâer$ 
hatítwar«

Sand, 
aggregate 

and
Paila

V<»i- 
ferratu

224.5
215.2
213.2

219.9
224.5
2265

273,9
281.9
286.3

33as 
338.4 
339.0

238.3
236.8
229.0

281.2
304.2
3125

210.8
219.0
221.4

¡992-93— 
July 
Augutt 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June p

199.5 
203.0
201.9 
2021
204.6
204.7
206.7
216.1
224.8
238.8 
2527
254.1

229.1
227.0
227.0
227.0
227.0
227.0
227.0
227.0
227,0
228.1
228.1
228.1

223.8
223.4
216.2
215.9
2122
209.1
205.0
2024
201.9
200,8
201.5
201.6

220.5
220.6
219.2
219.0
218.5
218.5
218.5
218.5
218.5
218.6
218.6
218.6

255.9
257.0
257.0
257.0
257.0
262.1
262.1
266.3
266.3
266.3
266.3
266.3

216.4
216.4
216.3
216.3
218.4
218.4
218.4
218.5
218.5
218.5
223.6
223.6

238.0
238.4
237.2
240.4
240.5
240.5
241.1
245.1
244.4
244.4
244.4
251.0

215.4 
2125 
2125 
2125 
2125 
2125
2125 
213.1 
213.1 
213.1 
214.6 
214.6

2267
2265
226.4
228.7
228.7
228.7
228,7
228.9
228.8
225.6
2203
2205

2827 
283.5 
283.5
283.5
283.5 
2827 
2827
285.6 
2921 
2921
2921 
291.6

341.7
.3408
341.4
338.2
338.2
338.2
338.2
338.2
338.2
338.2
338.2
338.2

2324 
2328
233.4
230.8
2269
2262
227.5
227.5
227.5
227.5
227.5
227.5

3123
3123
3123
3123
3123
3126
3126
3126
3126
3126
3126
3126

224.3 
228.1 
230.7
231.8 
218.1 
218.1 
218.4 
219.2 
219.2 
217.3
215.6 
215.5

¡993.94— 
July p 
Augutt p 
September p

261.4
254.7
255.0

228.1
228.1
235.8

201.8
1966
195.7

218.6
218.6
219.2

266.3
266.3
262.5

224.0
224.1
223.9

251.0
251.0
251.0

210.0
210.9
210.9

218.8
218.8
218.8

291.6
293.8
294.0

338.2
338.2
338.2

227.5
221.9
223.4

3103
3103
3103

216.0
219.7
219.7

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93 p

22b.2
219.8
233.0

274.8
283.0
287.3

197.3
1717
198.8

212.0
210.2
203.5

202.8
209.6
212.5

MELBOURNE
207.9
196.3
192.1

223.5
204.3
207.9

205.1
198.7
197.8

249.5
255.6
253.0

259.4
277.4
288.9

244.5
2520
241.2

235.6
231.7
227.9

3129
336.1
335.2

233.1
209.4
213.1

J 992-93— 
July 
Augutt 
September 
October 
November 
December 
Januaiy 
Eefruary 
M&rch 
April 
May 
June p

2223 
221.6 
219.6
219.3
220.3 
226.3 
226.5
239.6
243.6 
245.0 
2520
259.9

286.6
286.9
287.3
288.6
287.8
287.4
287.3
287.3
287.3
287.3
287.0
287.3

168.5 
1822 
183.1 
191.1
1924 
199.5 
2021 
206.5 
211,7 
214.8 
215.5 
218.4

204.6
203.2
203.2
203.9
203.9
203.9
203.9
202.5
2027
203.1
203.1
203.8

208.5
209.7
209.7
209.7
209.7
211.1
210.0
216.3
216.7
216.7
216.7
215.0

196.3
196.3
196.3
196.3
190.1
190.1
190.1
190.1
189.0
190.1
190.1
190.6

204.9
205.2
204.3
204.3
204.3
206.1
207.5
207.5
211.3
211.3
212.7
215.8

196.9
198.2
197.6
197.6
197.4
197.4
197.4
197.4
198.3
198.6
198.6
1986

255.2
254.9
253.1
253.1
251.8
2526
2528
2526
2526
2526
2526
2526

287.6 
287.6
287.5 
283.5 
283.5 
283.5
289.7 
289.7 
2924 
2924
294.4 
294.4

244.1
244.1
244.1
235.6
235.6
235.6
235.6
241.5
241.5
241.5
247.4
247.4

228.9
229.1
229.3
228.4
227.2
227.2
227.5
227.5
227.5
227.5
227.5
227.5

3303 
3303 
331.2 
3303 
331.2 
337.9 
337.9 
337.9 
337.9 
337.9 
338.9 
3404

209.4 
209.6 
213.0 
214.7 
216.0
215.3 
219.6 
220.1
218.2 
218.2 
20S.I 
197.8

1995.ÍM— 
July p 
Augutt p 
September p

261.0
261.7
265.7

287.3
287.3
289.7

2226
226.2
226.5

195.8
199.5
199.5

202.8
202.8
202.8

191.5
191.5
194.4

214.2
213.3
212.7

198.6
199.3
199.3

X53.6
253.6
253.6

295,4
290.1
290.4

247.4
247.4
248.6

227,5
221.1
2225

34&4
35a3
350.3

201.4
202.9
202.9



hi'«

1990-91
1991-92 
199293 p

J992 93- 
July 

' August
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Fchruitfy 
Mardi 
April 
May 
June p

July p 
August p 
September p

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93 p

1992 93— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Hebniary 
March 
April 
May 
June p

¡gQ3-9d~ 
July p 
August p 
September p

Rtiffordng

tic. Csr, Paint

236.S

Buildera’ 
hardware

Alununium 
windows

Ctay 
brida

26a2 
272.8 
27a2

Pr«a»r 
cancrttf 
prsbjda

238.9
247.5
253.7

223.7
224.1
2424

273.4
282.2
294.6

2463
254.6
258.3

220.7
215.9
208.7

224.5
2307
2364

215.9
233.6
2368

A/m- 
ftnaa

234.3
245.2
246.2

299.1
3261 
341.6

212.6
226.8
258.0

stati 
BRISBANE

230.2 230.6 
231.8 
23X7

Sirudural 
timber

Ready 
mixed 

concrete

Gatvanised 
steel 

dadting, 
cladding. Structtaal

Sand, 
aggregae 

and

Siad 
bar. 

fabric 
astd 

mash

Staei 
windows, 

doors, 
louvres. 

etc.

238.4
238.4
238.4
238.4
238.4

TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS-<Mrwef 
(Baae of each index: Year 1979-66 s 180.0)

239.2 D 2A9 
242.0 245.5

231.2 
231.4
234.6 
235.1
235.2 
2365 
2364
247.6 
249.0 
255.5 
2565
257.8

267.8
267.3

269.7
258.6
2861

254.8 
2562
2700 
2665 
267.9 
267.9 
2706 
291.2 
3016 
3017 
335.1 
345.1

364.2
374.5
394.5

288.8 
293.5
293.5 
296.4
298.2 
295.1
295.1 
296.7 
293.8
293.8 
295.4
295.4

295.4
294.1
292.8

269.2
283.8
287.0

286.5
286.5
286.5
286.5
286.5
287.1
287.1
287.1
287.1
286.0
286.6
290.9

290.5
290.6
290.7

2728 
2723
2723 
2723 
2726 
270.7 
271.7 
2661 
267.5 
2664
2663 
2668

257.7 
257.7
257.8 
256.7
256.7 
2567 
258.1
258.7 
259.9
259.9 
259.9
259.9

244.5
244.5
244.5
244.5
244.5
244.5

239.4 
239.4
239.7
239.7
244.3
244.4
247.1
249.9
249.9
249.9
252.8
254.2

246.3
245.7
245.7
247.0
247.0
247.3
249.3
249.3
249.3 
249-3
249.3
253.2

2324 
2324 
2324 
2324 
2320 
23 22 
2322
2322 
233.3 
233.6 
233.6 
234.0

2313 
2313
2313 
234.8 
237.8 
237.8
2363 
2363 
238.1 
238.1
238.1 
2361

15 a 8 
251.8 
251.7 
251.7 
251.7 
25X0 
253.1 
253.3 
256.0 
2568 
256.8 
2561

341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6
341.6

207.4
207.4
207.4
207.4
207.4
207.4
207.4
207.4
207.4
213.1
213.1
211.6

2318 
2318 
2361 
2361 
2361 
2361 
2361 
2361
2361 
2369 
2369 
235.8

239.7
247.4
253.4
253.9
252.7
259.8
261.4
272.2
273.8
269.2
265.8
246.5

2662
261.3
261.4

2627
263.2
265.4

241.7
241.7
241.7

254.7
256.0
256.0

255.4
255.4
255.4

234.0
232.3
232.3

237.6
240.0
139.9

2563
2563 
257.5

343.3
343.3
355.1

213.5
215.7
211.1

239.9
238.2
238.2

249.2
275.6
276.9 00

m.b
216.6
199.6

291.5
301.5
304.4

240.2
236.2
236.5

ADELAIDE

242.2
236.1
235.6

226.0
220.2
220.2

271.4
2706
269.8

253.1
2527
253.1

2911 
306.3 
313.6

224.8
2320
233.1

227.9
224.3
221.2

258.5
271.3
265.7

221.3
220.2
236.0

1964 
I960 
195.9 
193.9 
193.9 
193.9 
195.2 
198.7 
200.9 
205.3 
209.8
212.9

303.9 
3026
3025 
3015 
3016 
3016 
304.1 
304.2 
3060 
306.0 
307.4 
307.9

235.9 
232.9
232.9 
232.9 
235.1
238.4 
238.4 
238.4
238.4 
238.4
238.4 
238.4

235.2
235.2
235.2
235.2
235.8
235.8
235.8
235.8
235.8
235.8
235.8
235.7

219.2
219.2
219.2
219.2
219.2
219.2
219.2
220.7
220.7
220.7
220.7
225.1

269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8
269.8

252.7 
2513 
252.3 
251.6 
253.6 
253.6 
253.6 
253.6 
253.6
253.6 
253.6
253.6

31X0 
31X0 
31X0 
31X0 
31X0 
31X0 
31X8 
31X8 
’Í5.7 
.U5.7 
315.7 
3162

2362 
2362 
2362 
2362 
2362 
231.5 
2320 
229.2 
229.2 
229.2
231.8 
233.5

221.8
221.9
221.9
221.9
221.9
221.2
219.3
219.3
221.2
221.2
221.2
221.2

265.9
265.9
265.9
265.9
265.9
265.9
265.9
265.9
265.9
2660
263.9
265.4

227.8 
233.5 
233.0 
2378 
237.« 
237.8
237.8 
249.4 
240.8 
236.5 
228.6
231.4

213.0
213.6
213.6

307.8
307.8
308.4

238.4
238.4
238.4

241.5
242.7
242.7

227.0
227.0
227.0

271.3
2728
2728

253.6
254.5
254.5

3163
3163
3163

234.1
234.1
234.1

221.2
221.2
216.2

267.4
254.9
2560

230.3
232.5
226.2



<^'4

Structurai 
timber

Clay 
bricla

TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERlALS-^ cwttnwoy 
(Bane of eacb loda: Year 1979-80 s 100.0)

Raady 
mixai 

concrete

Precast 
concrete 
products

Galvanised 
steel 

decking, 
cladding. Siructie-al

etc.

Reirforcing 
steel

1990-91
1991-92
199X93 p

246.4
237.8
245.6

234.5
239.6
242.0

245.6
255.8
254.6

239.7 
25X5 
2563

243.9
237.6
241.8

steel

HERTH

276.6
262.5
263.3

bar, 
fabric 

and 
mesh

236.0
232.1
237.2

Aluntinitan 
windows

Steel 
windows, 

doors, 
louvres, 

etc.
Builders' 
hardware

affregflir 
and 

/iliing CatTxt Paini

Non­
ferrous

254.8
251.6
253.6

254.3
249.8
2484

255.7
2683
2762

270.0
2783
279,3

235.3
2363
237.0

251.4 
2703 
28X0

228.6
224.4
222.9

i9i2-93~ 
July 
August 
Sepember 
October 
November 
December 
Janmry 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June p

239.7 
239,7
238.8 
2388 
238.8 
238.8
239.5 
2500 
2501 
253.5
259.5 
259.5

242.0
241.6
241.6
241.6
240,9
242.0
242.0
242.0
242.5
242.5
242.5
242.5

251.9 
25X0 
251.6 
253.9 
254.0 
254.0 
254.0 
254.0 
256.8 
257.9 
257.7 
257.7

255.2
255.4
255.4
255.4
255.4
255.4
255.4
257.1
257.6
257.6
257.6
257.6

239.6
235.3
236.1
236.1
236.2
245.5
245.5
245.5
245.5
245.5
245.5
245.5

260.5
260,5
261.8
262.1
262.5
262.9
262.9
262.9
262.9
264.2
268.1
268.4

235.4
235.4
235.4
235.4
235.4
235.4
235.4
235.4
235.4
235.4
246.4
246.4

253.2
253.2
253.2
253.2
253.2
253.2
253.2
253.2
253.2
254.6
254.6
254.6

247.7
247.8
2483
2483
2482
2482
2486
2486 
248.7
2487
2487
248.9

271.6 
271.6 
271.8 
27X6
271.6 
27X6 
273.6
275.1 
28X6 
28X6 
284.2
284.2

2785
2785
2788
2788
2788
2788
2788
2800
2800
2800
2800
2800

237,0 
237.0
237.0
237.0 
237.0
237.0 
237.0
237.0
237.0
237.0 
237.0 
2369

281.5 
281.5
281.5 
281.S 
281.5 
281.5 
281.5 
285.2 
28X5 
2805 
28X5
28X5

236.0
217.4
218.6
219.1
220.3
220.3
228.1
228.7
228.7
229.0
221.5
206.5

Ì993-9^ 
July p 
August p 
Sepember p

263.2
263.2
263.0

247,7
247.7
247.7

257.8
257.8
257.8

257.6
257.6
259.9

245.5
245.5
245.5

270.1
270.7
270.8

246.4
246.4
246.4

254.6 
25X1 
254.6

248.9
2489
251.2

2882
284.2
284.2

285.2
285.2
285.2

236.9
236.9
238.8

28&3 
29X3 
29X-3

215.9
215.9
215.9

HOBART
1990-91
1991-92
199X93 p

260.4
261.4
2681

209,7
215.9
223.5

198.0
206.8
213.6

246.0 
251.4
25X2

243.7
244.4
247.4

235.7
246.4
251.6 o

212.1
219.6
221.8

22X8
226.3
224.3

219.2 
22X3 
215.7

2307
24X9
245.3

196.1 
226.9 
229.4

229..3
2281
225.8

238.4
254.7
2601

183.6
195.8
231.9

1992-93— 
July 
August 
Sepember 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June p

264.8
264.8
264.8
266.9
267.1
267.1
267.1
267.1
267.8
273.7
271.7
274.2

221.6
221.6
221.6
222.2
222.2
222.1
225.0
225.0
225.0
225.3
225.3
225.3

208.6 
208.6
211.5 
2105 
209.4
209.4
216.5
216.5
217.6
217.6
217.8
219.3

251.4 
251.4 
25X1 
25X1 
25X1 
25X1 
25X1 
25X1 
25X1 
25X1 
253.1
253.1

241.7
241.7
242.9
241.7
244.2
251.0
251.0
251.0
250.3
250.3
251.1
251.8

249.5
249.5
249.5
249.5
249.5
249.5
251.5
251.9
251.9
251.9
257.3
25'.3

222.2
222.2
220.2
220.3
220.3
221.3
221.3
221.3
221.3
221.3
224.7
224.7

227.3 
223.1 
22X9 
22X8 
22X8 
22X8 
22X8 
22X8 
22X8 
223.1 
225.3 
233.4

221.4 
221.4
213.2 
213.2
213.8 
213.8 
21’.8
213.8 
213.8 
¿146

“ 217.»

2462
246.2
2462
244.1
244.8
244.6
245.2
244.6
244.1
244.9
245.8
247.3

226.9
226.9
2269
229.5
229.5
229.5
229.5
229.5
229.5
229.5
229.5
2364

2281 
2281
2281 
2281 
2281 
224.1
224.1 
224.1 
224.1 
224.1
224.1 
224.8

259.3 
261.9
263.4
264.6
264.6
261.6
257.2 
258.8
258.8 
X57.O
257.2 
257.2

230.2
230.2
231.2
231.2
231.2
231.2
233.0
233,0
239.0
233.7
231.1
227.8

¡993-9d— 
July p 
August p 
September p

2782
278.2
274.3

225.3
225.3
225.3

219.8
219.4
221.6

253.1
253.1
253.1

251.8
251.8
251.8

261.0
261.1
261.1

224.7
224.6
222.6

233.4
233.7
233.7

227.6
227.6
225.6

249.8
2500
2486

2367
237.4
237.4

224.8
224.8
2262

258.4
25&S
255.3

228.1 -
223.0 
223.0

¡fr



Electrical mauriali

hoHtbiaf maerialt
Mechanical tervices components

Con-
ductors accessories pltenbiaa 

¡4.93%Vatae wei^da) 20.9^ 9.S7%

206.7
203.9
200.2

296.8
306.6
302.9

227.0
234.6
2448

260.9
269.9
267.7

266.8
273.6
284,0

567.7
607.1
582.8

252.5
262.5
265.7

306.5
310.2
275.8

Conduit

258.7
268.0
270.8

264.4
270.2
277.2

199091
1991-92 
1992-93 p

Drainaie 
J4J2%

759.8
264.9
268.4

anal

285.0
298.0
297.5

234.6
236.3
235.2

ptumbin/ 
materials 
100.00%

267.5
270.8
274.1

prowcrùwi 
13.04%

Elevators

escalatori
14.15%

Hytb^aulic 
plumbint 

50.55%

All 
electrical 
^0.00%

AU 
mechamcal 

roo^

Switch­
boards

itar
26.92%

TABLE 6. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPEtHAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS 
(Bom of eacli ioda; Year 1979-10 s 109.0)

A»> 
con- 

dtiionine 
72.81%

I^M 

fittings 
40.25%

All groups 
excluding 
electrical 
materials

mechanical

AU 
electrical 
materials 
esctuding 

lamps and 
light 

fimngs
SYDNEY

356.1 
375.8 
372.1

! 992-93— 
July

Slumber 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Febniary 
March

is;

235.9 
235.6
234.6 
235.0 
234.5 
234.2 
234.0 
234.8
235.0 
235.5 
236.3
236.9

599.0
626.7
626.7
626,7
597.4
597.4
570.3
570.3
568.9
540.7
534.5
534.5

303.0 
303.0
303.0 
303.9 
2921 
2926
294.4 
295.4 
295.4 
295.6
295.6 
295.6

240.3 
240.3
241.8 
241.8
244.5 
244.8 
2468 
2469
248.1 
248.1 
248.1 
2461

204.2 
203.9
195.5 
196.0 
195.5 
196.4
197.8 
199.5
199.5 
204.6 
204.6
204.6

307.1 
312.8
309.9 
310.2
303.4 
303 9
299.6 
300.4
300.5 
296.6 
295.3
294.7

376.5 
386.2
386.9 
387.1
376.2 
376.4 
368.1
368.4 
368.5 
358.6
356.4 
355.5

265.5 
261.7
262.0 
268.0
266.7 
266.7 
266.2
266.4 
266.7 
266.3
266.4 
266.0

269.6 
271.9 
271.9
271.9 
270.3 
270.3 
269.1
270.3 
270.3
270.4 
271.9 
271.9

289.6 
289.1 
287.1
287.0 
2767 
273.9 
2725 
270.3
269.0 
269.7 
2622 
2623

269.3 
266.9
266.7 
271.1
268.5 
268.1
267.4 
267.4
267.4 
267.2
266.4 
266.2

278.8 
279.5
281.8 
284.3
279.5 
279.5 
285.2 
285.1
285.5 
290.0
289.3 
289.8

2n.7 
279.1 
275.5 
274.8 
273.5 
271.3 
271.4 
271.4 
271.5 
273.3 
273.5 
275.2

263.9 
263.4
263.4 
263.4
263.4 
267.3 
267.3 
274.9
274.9 
274.2 
272.6 
272.6

273,6 
273.8 
2745
275.6 
273.0 
2741
277.0 
279.6
279.8 
282.1
281.2 
281.7

1

Julyp 
August p 
September p

237.2
236.4
236.5

533.3 
507.4 
507.4

295.6
295.6
295.6

246.2
246.5
251.0

204.7
2W.7
206.0

294.5
289.2
291.1

355.1
346.1
348.3

266.1
266.4
267.9

271.9
273.8
273.8

lOOO'Ol 
1991-92 
1992-93 p

227.9
222.7
226.1

495.0
508.1
484.1

239.6
251.7
247.4

261.3
275.3
2767

227.9
231.0
231.4

MELBOURNE

267.9
263.0
271.8

267.0
266.8
269.2

297.6
302.3
302.7

279.5
279.4
279.8

272.6
273.0
266.3

216.2
288.8
267.4 o

J

294.7
303.9
299.0

339.7
353.1
344.6

254.1
258.8
264.2

219.4
226.7
226.2

291.5
295.5
265.2

254.9
259.8
259.4

256.6
245.7
246.7

270.3
276.5
276.4

223.4
230.9
228,9

247.0
245.0
244.8

/9S»2-W— 
July

September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
Match 
8^y

222 I 
723.7 
223.5 
224.3 
223.9 
225.3 
225.9 
227.1 
228.4 
229.1 
229.5 
230.1

479.4
492.4
492.6 
491 7
492.9
493.2
485.2
485.0
483.8
477.9
469.0
465.9

245.4 
245.6 
245.6 
2463 
2463
244.4 
243.8 
243.8 
245.5 
245.7
258.0 
258.0

277.7 
277.7 
278.3

284.1 
2828 
277.0 
273.5 
2724 
2728 
2728 
2728

235.9
235.9
236.0
230.3
230.1
230.1
230.0
230.0
230.0
229.5
229.6
229.6

300.0
302.7
302.9
300.5
302.4
301.9
298.5
297.4
297.0
295.7
295.1
294.4

343.1
347.7
348.0
347.8
351.1 I
350.3
344.6
342.8
342.1
340.3
339.2
338.1

259.4
259.8
261.7
2o4.6
265.4
264.9
264.9
265.0
265.5
265.8
266.9
267.0

* 224.8 
225.5
225.5 
225.5 
225.2
225.2 
229.4 
226.5 
2266 
2266
226.6 
226.6

277.6 
273.4 
271.3
269.9 
264-9 
265.1
265.8 
263.2 
258.1
259.9 
256.4 
2567

257.5 
257.3
258.3
260.3 
260.1
259.7
260.4
259.7 
259.3
259.8
260.2 
260.3

246.3
246.8
248.8
247.1
247.5
246.2
247.2
247.3
248.2
248.5
244,6
242.0

276.9 I
276.9 I 
271.3
275.8
275.8
275.1
275.1
276.6
276.7
278.0
278.0
275.0

^1 230.9
231.8
225.8
225.8
225.8
226.8
226.1
230.5
230.8
230.8
230.8
230.6

245.4
245.9
244.9
243.8
244.0
243.6

2417 
246.2
2466
244.6
242.8

yppj.iM— 
Julyp 
Autist p 
S ^temper IX

230.5
231.5
232.3

464.7
460.4
464.3

258.0
258.0
258.5

273.7
273.7
273.7 •

229.6
229.6
231.1

294,5
293.6
295.0

33«.l 
336.6 
338.1

267.2
268.1
269.7

227.1
227.1
227.1

256.2
256.6
259.6

260.4
261.2
262.7

245.8
250.6
255.4

280.6
281.0
281.1

221.4
221.4
221.4

24X3
244.8
247.3

For footnote see end of table.



Valut wtight(a)

1990-91
1991-92
199X93 p

1992-93- 
Juiy 
August 
Sqjtcmber 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Febnuury 
March

¡993-94^ 
Julyp 
August p 
September p

1990-91
1991-92
199X93 p

/»X9J~ 
July 
Aufuat 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
Match 
lb£y

¡993.94- 
Julyp 
August p 
September p

TABLE 6. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS-ca«tt>u*t/ 
(Base of etadi Index: Yew I979«IC e IBO.O) 

Eléiiricat HMUnaU

A// grou/e 
ticlmUf^ 
titctrtcal 
mauriati 

aHd 
intclutical

Cot9-
Crwulul

ducton acctuorùt
20.9ffih 9.87%

Switch- 
boardt

twtich- 
gear

28.92%

Lantpt 
and 

Ughi
AU 

tUctrical 
maurialt 
100.00%

242.0
249.6
252.3

250.8
250.5
250.7
251.2
252.0
251.8
252.6
253.0
253.3
253.8
254.0
254.1

255.0
255.4
255.8

246.1
245.5
244.8

242.6
243.0
243.0
242.9
243.1
243.4
243.8
245.1
246.1
246.8
248.0
249.3

251.0
251.1
251.5

For footnote Me end of table.

401.6
348.7
356.7

369.5
359.4
359.8
359.8
359.8
359.8
359.8
359.8
359.8
347.2
347.0
338.6

338.2
341.3
342.2

462.4
425.8
392.4

392.5 
395.1 
394.9
394.9 
395.1 
395.1
395.1 
395.1 
395.1
385.9 
385.9 
383.9

383.9
382.7
382.7

275.9
281.6 
28X7

279.7
281.7
283.3
283.3
283.3
283.3
283.0
283.7
285.3
285.3
280.0
280.0

280.0
280.0
280.1

21X9 
226.8 
219.6

219.6 
219.6 
219.6 
219.6 
219.6 
219.6 
22X8
22X8 
22X8 
2165 
2165 
2165

216.5 
2Ì65 
216.5

2563
264.9
227.2

264.4
270.1
270.1
278.3
278.3
278.4
281.5
281.5
281.8
281.8
280.0
280.0

279.6
277.4
277.4

244.6 
259.6 
26X4

261.0 
, 261.0

261.2 
261.9 
261.9 
26X0 
263.4
263.4
263.4 
263.3 
263.2 
263.2

263.2
269.6
269.2

197,2 
203.9 
210.6

264 9
259.6
267.6

AU 
titetrtcal 
mauriaU 
txcludtng 

lamp! and
Ughi 

fimngf
BRISBANE

310.5 
297.1
306.0

Mfctuncat strvic9s compoMMt
Pltunhing maurialt

Air

dirioning 
72.81%

prottetion 
13.04%

Eltvaiors

etcalalort 
l4.iS%

All 
mtchamcal 

urviett 
¡00.00%

aliuutiut 
30JS%

Poof 
aiii 
roof

Dramagt pUunbint
¡4.^ 34.93%

4// 
piumbint 
meunalt 
¡00.00%

237.5
243.4
251.2

248.5 
2482 
259.1

313.3
320.2
294.4

249.6
254.9
258.3

244.6
249.3
264.2

265.4
278.1
279.0

241.9
243.9
244.9

2467
251.6
259.6

208.3
208.3
208.7
208.7
208.7
208.7
208.8
208.8
207.7
208.8
220.6
220.5

265.4
265.1
265.5
267.9
267.9
267.9
268.8
268.9
268.6
266.5
270.1
268.3

303.8
303.4
303.8
307.7
307.7
307.8
309.2
309.3
309.7
305.3
303.5
300.6

244.6
245.1
247.4
250.8
252.7
253.1
253.5
253.6
254.2
253.7
253.7
252.0

257.9
257.9
257.9
257.9
257.9
258.7
260.2
260.2
260.2
260.2
260.2
260.2

300.6
298.6
299.5 
299 4
295.8
295.3
294.2
293.4 
29X1
293.3
285.1
285.3

254.3
254.3
256.1
258.6
259.4
259.8
260.1
260.1
260.4
260.1
259.0 
257 8

252.6 
256.6 
260.1 
261.3 
261.1 
26i'.2
26.9 
270.6 
27\.6 
270.9 
272.2 
260.5

281.0 
281.8
280.5 
277.1 
277.1 
278.6
278.6 
278.6 
278.6 
279.0
279.5 
277.8

242.4 
242.4 
242.4 
242.4 
242.4 
2466 
246.6 
246.6
24S.6 
24b.6 
246.6 
246.6

253.1 
255.3 
2569 
257.0 
2569
261.1 
261.5 
263.4 
264.0 
263.6 
2643
258.2

220.5 
220.5 
220.4

268.1 
268.1 
268.3

300.2
300.2
300,6 

ADELAJDK

251.8
254.8
2S6.Q

261.4
261.7
261.7

286.2
284.2
287.6

257.9
259.8
261.2

266.5
281.3
282.6

285.0
287,0
293.2

244.6
244.6
244.6

261.5
269.3
270.9

194.0
193.0
197.7

266.8
264.4
259.4

315.8
312.5
300.9

256.5
265.0
269.4

208.8
209.1
221.5

303.2
307.8
281.9

256.9
263.7
265.0

258.1 
2.58.1 
261.3

273.6
280.4
278.4

235.8
234.6
234.1

25X6 
253.2 
254.3

189.8
189.8
189.8
189.8
189.5
189.5
189.5
213.0
213.0
213.3
213.3
192.6

192.6
192.6
193.8

255.8
256.4
256.4
256.6
256.5

* 256.5
Q 257.2

266.7
266.7
264.2
264.2
255.4

255.4
257.1
257.4

300.3
301.2
301.2
301.6
301.6
301.7
302.9
302.9
302.9
298.6
298.5
297.8

267,3 
267.9 
268.3 
268.7 
268.8 
269.4 
270.2 
270.9
270.6
270.1
270.2
270.8

211.9
211.9
216.8
220.4
220.4
221.9
221.9
221.9
225.4
225.4
230.1
230.1

291.8
289.6
283.4
283.4
281.7
281.8
283,6
283.2
281.9
283.2
269.6
269.8

263.5
263.7
263.7
264.5
264.4
265.0
265.8
266.3
266.3
266.1
264.9
265.4

259.3
260.9
260.4
260.2
258.6
260.3
261.6
268.1
264.1
262.7
258.9
259.9

281.1 
281.1 
280.2
276.7 
277.3
281.1 
281.1 
280.5 
276.1
275.6 
275.1 
275.1

234.4 
230.5 
2305 
230.5
232.5 
235.8
235.8 
235.8
235.8 
235.8 
235.8
235.8

253.8 
253.2 
25X8 
25X2 
25X2
254.8 
255.4 
251.6 
256.0 
255.2
253.2 
253.7

297.8
_ 300.5

270.0
271.2
274.2

230.1
230.1
230.1

269.5
270.5 
27X7

264.7
265.7
268.2

261.8
260.8
262.0

276.3
275.2
276.6

235.8
235.8
235.8

254.8
254.2
255.0



£ltf frutti nairuli

Pliunbutg maurtalt
Mtekamcal ttrvtcts rompoittnu

Con-
dufiort occrttorun pluHbtttg 

H9JÌValut wtightfaj Ì0.9Ó9, O.a7%

s•y

ApnlApr 
Mb]>y

For footnote see end of («Ue.

217.1
224.3
228.2

29Ü.7
292.0
292.0

450.3
4U).O 
459.7

252.7
253.0
256 8

232.7
232.7
232.8

309-4 
303 I 
305 2

246.3
246.5
247,6

2469 
24X0 
243.5

370.9
357.6
322.1

327.6
336.9
303.8

286.5
287.1
291.0

251.0
246.9
247.2

261.4
267.3
261.4

240.7
243.6
247.1

235.1
234.4
2344

249.9
249.7
250.6

24.5.1
251.8
253.1

247.9
247.9
247.9

276,3
300 9 
308.3

284.0
2842
284.5

232.9
233.0
234.3

230.5 
237.2 
237.4

299.0
299.4
303.3

Kac/ 
aad

224.3
231.9
237.4

238.3 
249.1 
25X8

266.6
266.7
266.2

301.0
303.1
303.6

231.7
237.9
246.1

246.2
245.0
246.9

310.4
310.4
310.3

195.3
195.8
192 7

PERTH
376.3
353.6
353.5

256.9
257.5
259.-5

254.9
259.6
257.2

221.4
222.1
222-1

267.1
210.4
287.2

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93 p

1990-91 
1991-92
1992-93 p

209.9
228 2
233.6

346 8
350.3
350,3

HOHAR't

251.1
251.8
253,9

242-7 
232 4 
230.4

221 9 
225.7 
223.3

228.2 
228 3
228.9

X57.2 
X57.6 
257,2

257,1 
257,1 
249,1

243.0
247.9
249.8

576.6
483.4
473.8

257.2 
258 0 
2.58.2

244.1
244.4 
244?

334.2 
334 2 
34X1

rondUtr 
aiui

314,7
314 4
315,8

3145 
321.6 
293.8

265.1
277.3
281 4

314.9
314.0
310.9

237.9
238.7
257.7

313.3
319.1
314.6

297 1
315.0
330.4

J 991-94

Augttt p 
September p

1844
190.5 
182.4

213.8 
2X5.6 
234.7

244.6
239.9
244.2

TABLE 6. INDEX Nl’MBEHS EOK SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OE BCILIHNO MATERIALS^on»/u«r<i 
(Baar of eadi Index; Year 1979>S0 » 160.0)

228.0
229.2
229.1

All 
ntckaatcal 

¡Oß^

4// 
tltelrical 
maitriaU 
iajoo%

Eltvaiort 
aftä 

ticalalort 
1415%

All 
plumbutg 
mtatrtaU 
¡00.00%

HiK^aulic 
plumbtag 

5Q.55<

Ftre 
prottcuoft 

13.04%

Switch-

and

28.i1l% yïtoiiM 
40.25%

Air

ditiofung 
72.81%

1993-94 
July p 
Auguat p 
September p

iiranagt 
¡4.5^

/W2-« 
July

SefMoniMr 
OcUifaer 
November 
December 
Januiry 
February 
March

AU groupt 
ttcluäl/lg 
tltclrual 
mattruds 

and 
auchaiacal

245.9 
245.6 
2A5.7 
245.9
245.7 
24ib.b

247-0 
248.2 
247.6 
248.9 
248.6

/W2-9J 
July 
AugUBt 
September 
October 
November 
Decendier 
January 
February 
Match

All 
tltcirteal 
inaitrtalt 
ttcludifig 
lampt and 

light 
fimHgs

ì
M
i

227.8 
227.2 
227.1 
227.2 
226.6
226.8 
228.2 
228.3 
228.5 
229 1
230 4 
231.3

464.4 
485.5 
487 4
487.4 
487 4 
487.4 
471.5
471.8 
471.8 
464.6 
45fK3 
450.3

315.9
324.8
3X5.4
3X5.4
325.4
325.4
322.2
321.5
321..5
319.4
319.2
119.2

305.9 
306.3 
306.4 
3064 
3065
307.0 
309.2 
310.3 
310.3 
310.3
310.3 
310.3

249.5 
249.5 
249.5 
249.5 
249.5 
249.5 
X56.0 
256.0 
256.0 
256.0 
256.0 
256.0

281.0 
281.0 
2810
280.3 
281.9 
281.1
281.3 
281.3 
281.3
281.3 
281.4
284.0

32X7 
32X7 
323.0 
325.4 
33X9 
33X9 
333.9 
334.2 
334.2 
334.2 
334.2 
334.2

232 3 
233.5 
232.2 
228.8 
228 8 
228 8 
237.4 
237.3 
237,4 
237,4 
234 1
234 7

191 9 
lBf>2 
181.6 
181.6 
181.6 
181.6 
180.8 
18Ü.8 
180.8 
180.8 
180 8 
180.8

302,4 
307,3
307.2 
305.7
306.1 
306,0 
306.3 
306.5
306.5 
305.0 
301.9
301.7

261.4 
261.0
259.3
260.0
262.2 
262.2
262.1
262.1
262.1 
261 6 
261.6
261.6

3496 
357.0 
357.7
357.4 
358 2 
357.9
352.7 
353.0 
353.0
350.6 
347.7 
3«>.8

3Vlt.2 
311.3 
311.7 
312.9 
316.5 
316.5 
316.9 
316.8 
316 8 
316.1 
316.0 
316.0

249.3 
248 5
249.9
249.0
249.2
249.0 
249.2
250.2
250.2
251.8
251.2
250.3

243.6 
243 6 
243.7 
246.4 
246.9
247.1 
247.4
247.4 
247.7 
247.1 
246.5
246.1

X58.1 
259.0 
X593 
X58.6 
25 8 8 
25 8 9 
258 I 
25 7 8 
257.8 
X57-S 
X57.5 
257.2

237.2
237.2
2.37.2
237.2
237.2
237.2
237.2
237.2
237.2
237.9
237.9
237.9

303,2 
299.5 
295,7 
295.7
29X5 
29X7 
294.4 
293.4 
290.8 
293.2 
2868 
287.1

314.5 
308.1 
305.6
305.5 
301.6 
301.7 
30X8
30X4 
301.1 
3039
299.1
299.3

258.1
257.1
257.6
256.9
256.6 
2.565
256.8
257.3 
257.0
258.4
257.1
256.4

252.8 
251 9 
251.6
253.5 
253.4
253.6 
253.9
253.8 
253.9
253.9 
252.8
252.6

236.2 
229.5 
229.9
228.1 
228.5
229.8 
232 8 
233.0
232.9 
231.8 
229.2
223.3

244.7
242.5
242.7
242.7
230.4
230.8
231.6
231.6
231.1
230.7
229.5
228.2

284.4
286.3
286.3
286.5 
286 5
288.8
286 5
286.-5
288.1
288.9
288.9
288.4

226.6 
2X5.5 
2X5.5 
2X5.6
222.4
222.6
222.6
222.6
221.5
221.5
221.7
221.7

241.1 
238.1 
238 7 
238 6
238 7 
247.9 
247.9 
247.9 
247 9
247.9 
247.9
247.9

242.3 
242.3 
243.2 
242.3 
244.2
249.9 
249.9 
2499 
2499 
249.9
250.5 
251.0

244.9 
240.8 
241.2
240.3
240.5 
2447
245,9 
246.0 
2461
245.7 
2444 
241.4

Ai

I
I

Ä
241.2 
239.9
2404 
240.1 
2341 
23 6 2 
2367 
2367 
236.3 
2361
235.7 
235.2



a

TABLE 6. INDEX NLMBEalS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BI IL DING MATERIAlJ^o/trraMrd 
(Bim of each index: Year 1979-M ts 100.6)

I
Electrical nutteriaU M

J

1

Value weightfa)

A U groups 
excluding 
electrical 
materials 

and 
mechanical 

services

Con-
Condsùt 

and
duaors accessories
20.96%. 9.87%

Switch­
boards 

and 
switch-

gear 
2892%

Lamps 
and

fittings 
40JS%

All 
electrical 
materials 
100.00%

All 
electrical 
materials 
excluding 

lamps and 
light 

fittings

Mrchtiaical service» co/nponei^

Atr 
con- Fire

didoning protection
72.81% 1304%

Elevatars 
and 

escalators 
14.15%

All 
mechanical 

services 
100.00%

Hydraulic

PlunMfig HtauriaU

nr*/ 
rttof

plumbing Drainage plienbing
50.55% 14 52% 34 93%

AU 
plumbing 
maieriats 
10000%

È
IWHKiHTRI) AVERAOH OF SIX STATE CAPITAI. CITIES

1990-91
1991-92
1992-93 p

235.7
235.7
236.8

511.7
508.6
488.8

261.1
274.2
273.0

247.9
259.0
265.5

2ÌO.9
212.9
213.4

289.6
294.2
292.1

342.6
349.1
345.1

250.1
257.3
261.8

239.7
245.3
248.8

303.9
308.7
278.2

256.3
263,0
262.4

256.5
255.5
261.6

267.7
274.5
276.2

242.5
246.1
247.4

2512
255.0
258.8

1992-93— 
July 
August 
September 
('Mober 
November 
December 
Juiuery 
February 
Mardt 
April 
May 
June p

235.4
235.7
235.4
235.8
235.6
236.0
236.3
237.1
237.9
238.3
239.0
239.6

493.6
508.6
508.9
508.6
498.6
498.7
485.1
485.1
484.2
469.2
463.6
460.8

273.7 
274.0
274.2 
274.7
270.6 
270.3
271.4 
2710 
2717 
2711
275.0 
275.0

2613
263.0
263.7
264.8
267.8
267.4
267,0
266.1
2662
266.3
266.1
265.7

215.0
214.9
211.8
210.0
209.8
210.1
211.4
214.6
214.4
216.3
217.4
215.4

292.9
296.2
295.3
294.8
29.3.1
293.1
290.8
291.8
291.7
289,3
288.8
287.2

345.3
351,0
351.5
352.0
349.2
349.0
344,3
343.9
343.8
338.5
336,9
335.7

259.2 
258.0
259.1 
2625 
2625 
2625 
2625
2628 
263.1 
263.1
263.4 
263.0

246.8
247.9
248.4
248.8
248.2
248.4
249.3
248.9
249,3
249.3
250.3
250.3

289.7
287,3
284.9
284.5
278.4
277.4
277.4
275.6
273.1
274.5
267.5
267.8

261.9
260.8
261.4
263.8
262.9
262.8
262.9
262.8
262.7
262.9
262.2
262.0

258.9
259.2
261.0
261.3
259.3
259.9
262.3
264.0
264.0
265.3
263.4
260.8

278.3
278.7
277.3
275.8
275.4
275.2
275.0
275.4
275.1
276.2
276.3
275.8

245.7
245.0
243.4
243.3
243.6
247.2
247.0
151.0
251.1
2508
2503
2502

257.1
257.1
257.2
257.1
156.2 
157.7
258.8 
261.1
261.1
261.8 
2607
259.3

I

1993.94— 

July p 
August p 
September p

240.2
240.3
240.7

459.9
450?
451.9

275.1
275.1
275.0

265.9
266.4
268.2

215.4
215.4
216.5

287.1
285.4
286.6

335.5
332.5
333.8

263.1
264.0
265.7

250.6
251.4
251.7

269.6
267.9
273.0

262.4
262.9
264.9

266.1
270.9
272.8

280.2
280.5
281.6

247.3
247.4
245.7

261.6
264.1
264.6

I
(b) Compoaition and weighting u at reference baae year 197^80 : ai« pangafii 3 of Eiplanatoiy NoUa.
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TABLE 7. INDEX NUMBERS EOH SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS—CANBERRA 
(Baai of ««ch todn: year 1«»-H - lM.t)__________________

1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93 p

Sirueiurat

nZT 
133.1 
139.4

Ctoy

157.7 
164.1 
168 8

Rtaii¡/

co tv rata
13X1 
139.7 
140.7

Pracaii 
cottcrata 
producu

131.7 
133.8 
134.5

Galvamaad 
ataal 

daebng. 
cladting, 

_______ <ir_ 
135.1 
140.2 
141.7

StrarlHra/ 
aiaal

14X4 
148.2 
150.8

A/uauaum 
wiiKtotaa

151.9
144.9

Si«/ 
wmdnwf.

louvraa. 
aic.

1363 
141.9 
148.9

fui/df».'»’ 
hanjwart

132.1 
139.3
140.5

1416
140.3
126.1

Pfliar
1462 
144.9 
1463

Nott-

15X3
15X6
161.1

J »2-93 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Febniary 
Match

137.2 
137.8 
137.4 
137.4 
135.8 
137.0
135.8 
137.2 
139.1 
14X3 
145.2 
150.6

166.2 
166.2 
’67 8
169.1
169.1 
169 2
169.2
170.0
170.0
169.2
170.8
168.9

141.1
141.1
141.1
140.6
140.6
140.6
140.6
140.6
140.6
140.6
140.6
140.6

135.0 
135.0
134.6 
133 8
133.8
133.2
133.8
133.8
133.8
134.7
136.4
136.4

140.2 
140.2 
14Ú.2
140.2
140.2 
141.2 
141.1
143.4
143.4
143.4
143.4
143.4

149.3 
149.3
149.3 
150.2 
150.6 
1514 
1514 
1514 
1514 
149.8 
149.8
1512

144.1
144.6
144.6
144.6
144.6
144.6
144.6
144.6
144.8

146'2
146.2

143.4
148.6
148.6
148.6
149.1
149.1
150.1
149.8
149.8
149.8
149.8
149.8

140.1
139.3
139.3
139.3
130.3
139.3
139.5
139.5
142.5
142.5
142.6
142.8

129.8 
127.3 
127.3 
127.3 
1241 
1241 
12X3 
12X8 
123.6
123.6 
128.9
131.6

146.5
145,7
148.1
148,1
148.1
147.7
147.7
147.7
147.7
147.7
140.3
140.3

1547 
153.7 
156.7 
158.0 
160.0 
1545 
165.5 
165.5 
167.0
167.8 
I7a5 
158.7

/99J.4W 
July p 
August p 
September p

159.5
165.7
166.8

172.8
172.8
173,8

140.6
140.6
140.6

136.4
136.4
137.7

143.4
143.3
140.1

1512
1513
1513

146.7
146.7
146.7

149.8
149.8
149.4

142.8
142.8
145.3

131.6
131.6
131.7

140,3
1413
1413

159.6
160.9
1514

TABLE I. INDEX NUMBERS
FOK SPE( UL COMBINATIONS OF BCILOING MATERIALS—-i'ANBERRA 

(Bwe of each Index; Year l986-»7 » 100.0)_____________ __ ________________

Etfcirieal mauriaU

Vo/m* waiihHa)
1990-91 
1991-92
1992-93 p

A// groupa 
axclnhng 
alactrical 
maiarials

inaebanical 
aarvicaa

138.1 
140.7 
141.8

Cort- 
durrors 
20.65%

323.6 
369.5 
343.1

Co/idiit 
and 

aceaaaonaa 
10.71%

Ì5TA 
166.3 
170.1

SHffc-A- 
boarda

28.f!o%

136.8 
14X0 
150.2

/»«Ai 
/irwrtji 
40,04%

132.0 
125.6 
126.9

A// 
alactriced 
tnauriala 
¡00.00%

175,6 
184.9 
182.7

A// 
alactrical 
matanala 
axcluding 

lampa and 
light 

Jiiiinga
205.5 
225.5 
220.9

Maclunciü aarvicat coinponaita
Plmubmg mannaia

Air

dtttotu/ig 
69.37%

137.4 
141.4
143,0

Fire 
protaciion 

¡2¡5%
140.0 
145.9 
145.5

Eitvatora

Mca/tfiora 
¡8.4«%

121.4 
121.5 
103.6

All
ani mtchancal

MrvineJ 
¡00.00%

134.8 
138.3 
136.0

H)iibaulic 
plumbing 

ó0.4¡%
153.4 
154.0 
154.9

Kao/ 
ani 
rottf 

Dratnaaa pltanhiañ
I2.0M 27J3%

144.4
141.9
136.9

136.1
139.8
141.0

AH 
pliunbiitt 
matariaia 
¡00.017%

147.6 
148.6 
1469

/»2-W 
July 
August 
Septan her 
October 
November 
December 
January 
Febiuary 
March

í£í

140.9 
141.1
140.8 
141.4 
141.4 
141.2
141.9 
142.1
142.2 
142.2 
143.0 
143.3

336.3
346.0
346.0
346.0
346.0
346.0
346.0
346.0
346.0
341.0
335.9
335.9

165.3 
165.5 
169.2 
169.2 
169.0
169.0 
171.1 
171.1 
1719 
1719
1719 
1719

14X2 
1505 
150.5 
150.5 
150.5 
150.5 
150.9 
150.9 
151.4 
151.4 
151.4 
151.4

119.5 
126.7
126.7 
126.7 
128.0 
128.0 
128.0
128.0 
128.0 
127.6 
127.6 
127.6

175.5
IB2.8
183.2
183.2
183.7
183.7
184.0
184.0
184.4
183.2
182.1
182.1

213.9
221.2
221.9
221.9
221.9
221.9
222.4
222.4
223.0
221.2
219.5
219.5

140.8
141.5
141.5
143.2
143.4
143.1
143.6
143.6
143.9
143.7
143.8
143.4

146.4
145.0
145.2
145.2
145.4
145.4
145.4
145.4
145.5
145.3
145.9
145.9

114.9
114.9
114.4
114.4 
106.4 
10X3
100.7
98.2 
98.2 
98.2
90.0 
90.0

136.7
137.0
136.9
138.2
136.8
135.8
135.9
135.5
135.6
135.5
134.1
133.8

153.7 
153.0
154.2
154.0 
1547
150.1
155.8 
156.1 
156.7 
157.1
158.4
154.6

137.5 
137.9
137.0 
135.7
136.1 
136.1
136.1 
136 I
136.1
137.9
137.9
138.6

139.9
139.9
139.9
139.9
140.5
140.4
140.8
143.0
143.0
141.7
141.3
141.3

148.0 
147.6 
148.2 
147.9
148.5 
145.8 
149.3 
tsai
150.4 
150.5 
1512
149.0

¡993-94 
July p 
August p 
September p

143.6
143.9
143.8

331.2
327.7
326,4

1719
174.0
174.0

151.4
151.4
151.4

127.6
127.6
128.5

181.2
18Ü.6
180.7

217.8
216.8
216,4

143.4
143.4
143.5

145.7
146.2
146,1

98.0
91.7
99.6

135.3
134.2
135.7

156.8
157.2
153,3

140.0
139.8
144.1

141.3
141.2
138.7

isa5 
150.7 
148.2

(a) Compaition and weigrting at at teference bate year 1986-87; aee paagraph 4 of Eaptanatoiy Nrtet.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES B
Introduction

This publication contains the Price Index of 
Materials Used in Building Other than House Building on 
reference base 1979-80 = 100.0 for the six Stale capital 
cities, 1981-82 = 100.0 for Darwin and 1986-87 = 100.0 
for Canberra. The Appendix to the February 1981 issue of 
this publication contains a mote detailed description of the 
index and its relationship with previous indexes. A 
detailed description of the previous index is contained in 
Labour Report No. 58. 1973 (Ref. No. 6.7).

Classifications used
6. For the weighted average of the six Stale capital

Scope and composition
2. The index measures changes in prices of selected
materials used in the construction of buildings other than 
houses. It includes 68 items for the six State capital cities, 
64 items for Darwin and 67 items for Canberra, which are 
combined into 10 industry of origin groups and an ‘All 
groups‘ index. Table 1 presents ‘All groups’ index 
numbers for the weighted average of the six State capital 
cities and for each of the cities separately. Although many 
of the selected truiterials are also used in house building, 
in building repair, maintenance and alteration work, and in 
engineering construction work (e.g. projects such as roads, 
darns, bridges and the like), the weighting pattern of the 
index is not applicable to these other activiiie,s of the 
construction industry. In addition, since the weights are 
based on an average materials usage over a range of types 
of building within the defined area (building other than 
house building), the index is not necessarily applicable to 
any specific building or type of building.

cities the selected materials have been combined into 
broad groups on an industry of origin basis. Table 3 
presents index numbers for groups defined in terms of the 
Groups (3 digit-level) of the 1978 edition of the 
Australian Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC); the 
percentage coniribution.s for individual materials and 
groups are shown in Table Al of the Appendix to the 
February 1981 issue of this publication. The ‘indusfry of 
origin’ is not neces.sarily identical with the industry which 
supplies the materials to builders. 3he ‘industry of origin’ 
is the industry in which the material is primarily 
produced, determined in accordance with the classification 
rules of the ASIC. For instance, many of the materials are 
sold to builders by wholesalers, but the materials are 
classified to the appropriate producing industries, rather 
than the wholesale trading industries. Some materials used 
in constructing buildings in Australia are imported. 
Imported materials are allocated to the same industry of 
origin as Ausfralian produced materials.

Prices
7. Prices are collected at the mid-point of the month to

Items and weights
3. The index is a fixed weights index. For the six Stale

which the index refers, or the nearest trading day. They 
relate to specified standards of each material and are 
obtained from representative suppliers of materials used in 
building. In general the point of pricing is delivered on 
site but in some cases it has been necessary to use the 
nearest realistic price available, e.g. ‘delivered to electrical 
contractor’s store’. Local prices are used in the indexes for 
each capital city.

capital cities the items were selected ?nd allocated weights 
in accordance with the estimated average values of 
materials used in the construction of buildings other than 
houses commenced in the six Slate capital cities in the 
three years ended June 1977. This same weighting pattern 
is used for each of the six capital cities. Copies of the 
weighting patterns for the ‘All groups’ index and the 
indexes in Table 6 of this publication are available from 
the ABS on request.

8. As far as possible, actual transactions prices are

4. The weighting patterns for the Darwin and Canberra
indexes are based on the same information used to 
construct the weighting patterns for the other capital cities, 
adjusted to account for differences in material usage and 
differences in price levels between Darwin, Canberra and 
the other cities. The list of selected items as well as the 
weights of the items for Darwin and Canberra are slightly 
different from those for the other capital cities. Copies of 
the weighting patterns for Darwin are available on request 
from the ABS. The weighting patterns for Canberra were 
shown in Appendix A of the November 1987 issue of this 
publication.

used in this index — that is the pices actually paid by 
building contractors or subcontractors to suppliers for 
materials delivered on building sites. The actual price paid 
for anything can, of course, be described in various ways. 
Instead of being described as a single price (as usually 
happens in retail shops) a price for a building material 
may be described in lenn.s of the components that make 
up the price — for instance ‘list price plus sales tax’, 
‘suppliers price plus freight’, ‘basic price less (particular 
types of) discount’ and so on. It is these net prices that 
buyers pay to sellers for materials that the ABS aims to 
use in compiling this price index.

9. The ABS asks respondent businesses to report details 
of the discounts they offer so that actual transactions

5. The weighting patterns referred to in paragraphs 3 
and 4 are applied to local price measures for calculating 
index numbers for each capital city.

prices can be calculated. However as building materials 
suppliers offer many different types of discounts to buyers 
(e.g. trade discounts, settlement discounts, quantity 
discounts, competitive discounts) the identification of the 
discounts and the way in which they are applied by sellers 
pose considerable p-oblems for the ABS. To the extent 
that discounts are identified and measured their effects are 
taken into account in calculating the index. Sometime«! 
new discounts, or changes in the way discounts are 
applied by sellers, are identified only after index numbers 
for a particular period have been published. In such cases, 
or in any other case where it is discovered that incorrect

TrTíTOCTnw*'-ó.i íií-'iV
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prices have been used in compiling the indexes, revisions 
to index numbers will occur in subsequent issues of this 
publication.

I

E

10. To minimise the incidence of revisions, the ABS has 
stringent procedures to verify that prices repotted in its 
mail collections are transactions prices net of discounts.

11. Sales taxes levied on building materials are included 
in the prices used to compile the index. Materials used in 
the construction of Commonwealth, State and Local 
Government owned buildings are exempt from sales tax; 
materials used in most non-government 'health' and 
'education' buildings are also exempt. Al any particular 
time when there is a change in the rale of sales lax on 
building materials, the movement in the index lakes into 
account the proportion of materials sold subject to sales 
tax and the proportion of materials exempt from sales lax.

12. Furthei details on the treatment of sales lax in this 
index, including details of conversion factors to fully 
include or fully exclude the effect of changes in the sales 
tax rates, are available from the ABS on request.

13. The Appendix to the February 1981 issue of this 
publication contains a detailed explanation of the 
measurement of price change for materials supplied to 
individual order.

Table 8 contains corresponding index numbers for 
Canberra.

Interpretation and analysis
16. Care should be exercised when interpreting 
month-io-month movements in the indexes as .short term 
movements do not necessarily indicate a change in trend.

17. The separate city indexes measure price movements 
over time in each capital city individually. They do not 
measure difference,s in pice levels between cities.

18. Index numbers for financial years are simple 
averages of monthly index numbers. All index numbers
for the current month and the three previous months are
preliminary and subject to revision. However, it may be 
necessary from time to lime to revise index numbers for 
earlier periods if incorrect prices for those periods are 
detected or if the sample of prices used to compile the 
indexes is found to be unsatisfactory.

19. Movements in indexes from one period to another 
can be expressed as changes in 'index points' or as 
percentage changes. The following example illustrates the 
method of calculating index point's changes and

Index numbers for selected materials.
14. Table 4 contains index numbers for selected 
materials used in constructing buildings other than houses 
for the weighted average of the six State capital cities. In 
general diese indexes relate to either single items or 
combinations of items as shown in the weighting pattern 
published in Table Al of the Appendix to the February 
1981 issue of this publication. Table 5 contains index 
numbers for selected major materials for each State capital 
city separately. Table 7 contains corresponding index 
numbers for Canberra.

percentage changes between any two periods.

Weighted average of six Slate capital cities
All groups index number— September 1993: 248.6
less All groups index number— September 1992: 244.7
Change m index points:

Percentage change
+3.9 

=-------X 100= +1 6
244.7

+.3.9

20. Table 1 includes percentage changes to indicate the 
following movements in index numbers:

Index numbers for special combinations of materials
15. Table 6 contains index numbers for the following 
special combinations of materials, for each State capital 
city and the weighted average of the six State capital 
cities.

• movements between consecutive financial years
•movements between corresponding months of 

consecutive years
• movements between consecutive months.

(a) All groups excluding electrical materials and me­
chanical services components'. This index series is 
a continuation of the series described as the ‘Spe­
cial purpose' index in publications prior to the 
February 1981 issue.

(b) ‘Electrical materials’. This index series is a con­
tinuation of the ‘Electrical installation materials‘ 
series previously released in the publication 
Price Index of Electrical Installation Materials 
(6409.0) discontinued in February 1981.

(c) ‘Mechanical services components'.

21. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contributions 
made by selected major building materials to the monthly 
change in the All groups index for each city separately 
and for the weighted average of the six State capital cities. 
These contributions are expressed in terms of All groups 
index points. The table shows, for example, that in 
September 1993 the All groups index for the weighted 
average of the six Stale capital cities increased by 0.8 
index points, with air-conditioning equipment contributing 
+0.18 index points. Similarly, the table shows that the All 
groups index for Melbourne increased by 1.0 index points, 
of which +0.15 index points were contributed by 
air-conditioning equipment.

Related publications
22. Users may also wish to refer to the followmg price 
index publications which arc available on request:

ld) ‘Plumbing materials’.
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Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six 
State Capiul Cities and Canberra (6408.0) — issued 
monthly

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing 
Industries, Australia (6411.0) — issued monthly

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing
Industry, Australia (6412.0) — issued monthlyU
Price Indexes of Copper Materials, Australia (6410.0) — 
issued monthly

23. Other ABS publications which may be of interest 
include:

Award Rates of Pay Indexes, Australia (6312.0) — issued 
monthly

Average Weekly Earnings, States and Australia (6302.0) 
— issued quarterly

24. Cunent publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Unpublished statistics
25. As well as the statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS may have other relevant 
unpublished data available. Inquiries should be made to 
the contact in the Phone Inquiries box at the front of this 
publication.

Symbols and other usages

n.a. 
P 
r

nil, or rounded to zero
not available
preliminary—figures subject to revision
figures revised since previous issue

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician
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