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r
MAIN FEATURES

Total interstate road freight moved by major operators during December quarter 1991 (3,475,000 tonnes) hus 2J% 
higher than in September quarter 1991 (3,397,000 tonnes). This is the secund succe.ssive quarterly increase in road 
freight movements and re-establishes the previou.s pattern for years before 1990 that .saw increases in the December 
quarter over the previous quarter. Nevertheless, the total tonnage of freight carried in December quarter 1991 was 
still more than 5 per cent below that shown for the December quarter 1990.

ROAD FREIGHT ORIGINATING
FROM CEN 1 RES

ROAD FREIGHT RECEIVED 
BY CENTRES

Change between 
Sep qtr 1991 

and Dec qtr 1991 
%

Change between 
Sep qU’ 1991 

and Dec qtr 1991 
%

Sydney 
Ncwca.stlc 
Wollongong 
Melbourne 
Geelong 
Bri.sbane 
Adelaide 
Penh 
Tasmania 
Darwin 
Canberra 
Other Interstate

+2.8
-6.3 

+5.3 
+3.2 
-11.1
-3.7 

+ 17.5 
+ 10.5 
-18.0 
+52.0 
-18.2

-1.7

Sydney 
Newcasde 
Wollongong 
Melbourne 
Geelong 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Perth 
Tasmania 
Darwin 
Canberra 
Other Interstate

+0.2
-8.2

-25.2 
+5.4 

+35.5
+0.5 
+0.4

+ 12.3 
+26.3
+0.8 
-13.5
+2.5

Total +2.3 Total +2.3

INQUIRIES • for further information about statistics in this publication, contact Choon Looi on Canberra (06) 252 5458 
or any ABS State office.

• for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Services on Canberra(06) 
252 6627, 252 5402, 252 6007 or any ABS State ofTicc.
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Origin

Sydney

Newcasde

Wollongong

Melbourne

Geelong

TABLE 1. ERKIGHT MOVED INTERSTATE BY MAJOR FREIGHT FORWARDERS AND ROAD TRANSPORT OPERATORS BETWEEN SPECIFIED CENTRES, BY ROAD 
(Tonnes)

Desiinalion

Quarter—

1990-91— 
Sepiember 
December 
March 
June

1991-92 — 
September 
December

1990-91— 
September 
December 
March 
June

1991-92— 
September 
December

1990-91— 
September 
December 
March 
June

1991-92— 
September 
December

1990-91— 
September 
December 
March 
June

1991 -92— 
September 
December

1990-91— 
September 
December 
March 
June

1991-92— 
September 
December

Sydney Newcastle Wollongong Melbourne Geelong Brisbane Adelaide Perth Tasmania Darwin Canberra
D/Arr 

Interstate Total

404397
395,203
341,305
334,410

345,633
342,886

17,266
12,484
12,453
13,848

16,460
14,969

25,514 
43,600
28,9fi

24,154
27,744

6348
5387
5378
5,075

5,097 
5,721

1,458 
1,315 
I3I8 
1,132

1.316 
2,019

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
307

398,956
366,938
513,891
423,187

336,777
345.744

8,653 
9389 
7,707 
7330

8311
7,644

10,144
10,077
10,946
10,016

10,524 
7328

173 
249
86 

n.p.

51
154

3,306 
4357 
5,473 
6360

4,965
3,448

n.p. 
n.p.

23 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

158333
200,499
162,179
153,658

169,486
175,671

10,399 
9,104 
8,852

10,490

8,416 
8,384

4,138 
4377 
3,293 
6,824

7.174
7,778

138,962 
132,457 
120,023 
123,095

131.264
135,031

5,323 
2330 
1,744 

n.p.

n.p. 
1,915

98363 
90,907 
92,698 
79,852

88,063 
96334

7,085 
4392 
4,741
8,093

9,801 
7375

2,114 
n.p. 

4,4^7

6,136 
4,304

189315 
178,861 
153,436 
173,257

179,267
181,587

5319
4,878
5316
5385

5,063 
5305

32,009 
32379 
30,772 
28,851

31,998 
35367

1,732 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

76
88
91 

n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

31,713 
30,436 
27,023 
29,125

32.289 
34325

243 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

2.399 
3383 
2,497 
2343

2333
1,969

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

4,780 
6340 
5,195 
439*^

3,753 
4,856

n.p. 
7, 

n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
if.

n.p.
n.p.

3,781 
4.158 
3.105 
2.732

3300
2,780

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

74301
70,855
61,153
62,916

69309
84,139 
62376 
53,864

850339 
889,092 
763,753 
725,465

67,876
64,713

64,748 
73346

779,187
800,663

455 
923 
740 
n.p.

589 
n.p.

3,041 
141 
104 
217

137
165

23,862
28,960
26325
223O6

24335 
23,196

1317 
1,856 
13^9

15,838 
11374 
IS.Sfe

14,446 
13,877

10,641 
7,498 
3319 
4356

n.p 
n.p.

131,875 
127,930 
108,785 
121,422

131,553 
147,481

3,499 
3388 
3,121 
5,648

5,622 
3,845

54375 
4133! 
43311 
50,997

52,634 
49343

45.795 
62304 
27,856
45,491

42 487 
44,743

932,114
884,074
969,007
911,300

854,174
881,120

24,475 
22,167 
19349 
22,061

22,718
20,188

04



TABLE I. FREIGHT MOVED INTERSTATE BY MAJOR FREIGHT FORWARDERS AND ROAD TRANSPORT OPERATORS BETWEEN SPECIFIED CENTRES, BY ROAD—coMiiuHd 
(Tonna)

Dtüinatiofi

Origin QuarUr— Sydney Newcastle Wollongong Melbourne Geelong Brisbane Adelaide Perth Tasmania Darwin
Other

Canberra Interstate Total

Brisbane
September 
December 
March 
June

142321
161,094
126,763
133,239

6321
9398
7.134
6,132

4,162 \,in 
2334 
2356

85,131 
84,779 
72,836 
63.964

2,330 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

23,044 
22,197
16,044 
14,889

4,864
5.447
5.020
3,682

849 
op. 
np. 
np.

7389 
5.406 
5.771 
6395

11333 
np.

7.086
4.174

96,534 
49,913 
66301 
65,705

384378
373,450 
311,778 
302,660

Adelaide

Pertli

Tasmania

Darwin

1991-92—
September 
December

¡990-91— 
September 
December 
March 
June

1991-92—
September 
December

1990-91^ 
September 
December 
March 
June

¡991-92—
September 
December

¡990.91— 
September 
December 
March 
June

; 991-92— 
September 
December

¡990-91— 
September 
December 
March 
June

¡99 ¡.92— 
September 
December

148,709 
141.383

101,791 
82,048 
73.414 
75341

80,732 
94398

19,703 
22,085 
18,876 
15,693

16.938
20373

1,792 
2355 
2,705 
2,739

1307
1224

2376
3.039
2395
1325

1,816
2320

6,426 
5362

2,342 
1361 
5,494 
1,971

1,402
1,347

249 
n.p.
241
137

198
100

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

73 
n.p.

2.261
1352

2325 
n.p.

505
606

n.p. 
n.p. 
"ft

n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

74.908
69,631

155.926
171,359
148,366
138,468

130,752
153.534

21,605
20,148
17,494
18335

18,387 
22,056

1301
1,407

689
696

n.p. 
n.p.

19.959 
2377 
2302

12,043

28,040 
26372 
19,764 
23.172

n.p. 
13,903

28398 
29,941

16,570 
18,038

3,618 
4,403

20,507 
19,894 
14,722 
13,129

13,635 
18,819

n.p. 
n.p.

1,885 
n.p. 
n.p.
423

np. 
1373

6,106 
7,067

16,850 
11,917 
13,829 
7,889

9.128
7,464

7.757
3393

4304 
5315 
4320 
4,152

4,521 
2385

72,458 
75,863

59,258 
67,067 
43326 
33313

44.822
60,039

341,155 
328.464

413387
390,067
327359
310324

326,784
383,809

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

n. p.

n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

7.773 
10,494
8,819 
6306

15,102 
16,064 
14326 
15,721

447 
n.p. 
n.p.
318

np. 
n.p. 

1,985
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

3,509 
3.889
4.010 
3393

72379 
77,\2h 
67,130 
62311

7,660
7,432

16307
15,773 n.p.

n4>. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

3374 
3,700

64,804
71305

ftp. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

3,312 
2323 
2,101 
1,173

2.714
4.429

n-p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
116

n.p. 
n.p.

2,083 
1,776 
1,851 
1,837

1333
1375

n.p 
n.p. 
np. 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

518 
np. 
np. 
np.

np. 
np.

n.p 
np. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

np. 
np. 
np. 
np.

np. 
np.

17

n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

np. 
np. 
"ft

np. 
np.

n-p. 
99

np. 
np.

n.p. 
545

n.p. 
885
np. 
np.

1339 
np.

4.471
5.482
7351
4.819

3,900
3,198

10.853 
10367 
12393
9334

8,500
12,920



TABLE I. FREIGHT MOVED INTERSTATE BY MAJOR
PTREIGHT FORWARDERS AND ROAD TRANSPORT OPERATORS 

(Tonnes) __________________________ .

BETWEEN SPECIFIED CENTRES, BY ROAD-c«««««d

D&rrindtiûfi

Origin O_Mrter— Sydney Newcastle Wollongong Melbourne Geelong Brisbane AeUlauie Perth TaJtmMÌa
Other

Darwin CanlMrra iMtniaU Total

Canberra 7990.9/— 
September 
December 
March 
June

30,030 
24,954 
21,812 
22,789

643
256 
510
407

n.p. 
n.p. 
349 
336

8390 
2.817 
3.410 
2,110

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

uSfo
lj02

315

n.p. 
n.p. 
217 
n.p.

42
50
54 

n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

2,604
3373
3350
4377

45.640 
35.194
32.644
32,451

Other

Total

7 99/-92— 
September 
December

7990.9/— 
September 
December 
March 
June

1991-92^ 
September 
December

J990-9I— 
September 
December 
March 
June

7997-92— 
September 
December

24.751
20.673

192.975
213.256
283,254
158.685

227.984
215,725

99^491
885,258

1,050,817
840,628

847325
849,284

n.p. 
383

n.p. 
432

3.440
3,320

n.p.
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

209 
n.p.

39
59

33 
n.p.

Sfili 
Sfili

37.985
31.066

8.875 
12,660 
10,234 
10.478

10,661
12,988

28,953
34,142
34,663
29344

30370
27,799

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

3.491
2,813

17,390 
8350

16,566 
18303

12,158 
9,091

234.712 
232.811 
219.579 
191.077

195.112
218.478

954,842
964,608
834,546
791,818

809,535 
853314

74338 
93,452 
69341 
48.395

47,166
68,598

104,760
103,928
80,051
67,938

67,660
91,707

102.509
106,926
112.370
98.928

121.382
111,018

461,706
498,259
442,480
427,913

480,880
483,412

59,296 
80355 
69.483 
53.971

80.412
74334

402,789
407,190
362,713
357,813

403,524
404,990

7,644
9,062
8,306 
9.609

11327
11305

99,953
100,505
90303
88361

96,173
108,007

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
290

5,934 
9,138
7,088 
4353

4,495 
5,678

4,147
932

1322
559

n.p. 
1,180

40390 
32311 
31,845 
24,061

24,656
24,859

6.769 
10,640
9.600
3.412

10,662 
6.179

126,093 
148,815 
110,450
99,464

118325
102369

228.077
115.940
145.111
124.538

152.808
124.760

622377
475,495
458,040
435,911

501.675
514,077

926.178
877.745
937.331
708.294

847.468

3,764,084 
3,668,199 
3319,462 
3,185,807

3396,576
3,474387
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

A small number of businesses did noi have retords
introduction

This publication contains statistics on interstate 
freight movements by road within Australia. The statistics 
arc compiled using data collected each quarter from 
enterprises involved in the movement of road freight (as 
defined in paragraph 2).

8. .. ------------ -------------------- -------  --------
of tonnes moved by origin/dcstination. In these instancc.s
respondents were asked to provide estimaies on the basis 
of experience over a typical short ix'ricxi.

The geographical boundaries u.scd for this collection 
closely approximate the Statistical Divisions/Districts of 
the centres designated in this publication, with the excep­
tion of Other Interstate. Other Interstate includes ItKations

9.

Scope
... The scope of the quarterly collection is those 
cntcrprisc.s which undertake more than 20,000 tonnes of 
interstate road freight movements in a year either for hire

2.

other than those designated (i.c. combined rest of New 
South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia, 
Western Australia and Northern Territory).

or reward under prime contract arrangements or on own 
account. Road freight movements, in thi.s context, refer to 
movements of freight for which road transport was used 
as the main mtxlc. Movements of freight for which the 
majority of distance wa.s by modes other than road 
transport arc excluded from these statistics.

Related publications
10. Users may also wish to refer to the following inter­
state freight movement publication which i.s available on 
request:

Interstate Freight Movement, Australia, 1988-89 (9212.0)

3. All movements between Melbourne or Geelong and
Tasmania arc classified as ‘sea’ or ‘air’ and therefore ex­
cluded from this publication. However, freight consigned 
to Tasmania, for example, by road from Sydney to Mel­
bourne and then by sea or air to Tasmania would be 
classified as ‘road’ from Sydney to Tasmania because that 
segment of the journey constituted the majority of the 
line-haul distance. As Tasmania is treated as a single loca­
tion for the purposes of this collection, the mode of 
transport after landing in Tasmania i.s not taken into ac­
count.

11. Current publications prtxluccd by the ABS arc listed 
in the Caltilngue of Puhlications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Puhlications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice arc available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

n.p.

Coverage

not applicable
nil or rounded to zero
not available for publication but included in 
totals where applicable

Coverage for this collection was initially established 
in September quarter 1982 as those enterprises which 
were found, in the 1980-81 Census of Interstate Freight 
Movements, to meet the scope criteria. The combined ac­
tivities of those enterprises at the time of the census 
constituted approximately 70 per cent of total interstate 
road freight movements during that year.

4.
r figure or scric.s revised since previous issue.
_ break in continuity of scric.s (where a line

is drawn between two consecutive figures 
in the same column, or alongside two or 
more figures in con.sccutivc columns).

Electronic services

J. A coverage survey in respect of the 1989-90 finan­
cial year was conducted in August 1990 to uptlale the list 
of enterprises included in the Interstate Freight Move­
ments collection. As of the September Quarter 1990, this 
collection is estimated to account for 84 per cent of total

5. Discovery. Key *656# for selected current economic, 
social and demographic statistics.

interstate road freight movements. To ensure continued 
maintenance of a high coverage level, it is planned to con­
duct similar coverage survcy.s approximately every two 
years.

Definitions

PC-AUSSTATS. Thousands of up-to-date lime series arc 
available on this ABS on-line service. For

TEI-ESTATS

further
PC-Ausstats 
(06)252 6017.

information
Help

phone 
Desk

the 
on

„. The road freight data reported in this publication 
refer to movements made under prime contract and own 
account arrangements. A prime contract is defined as an 
agreement to move freight, made with the original consig­
nor of the freight. Freight moved on own account is 
freight owned and uansported by the same legal entity. 
Freight moved by road under sub-contract arrangements 
ha.s been excluded to avoid double counting.

6.

This service provides:
• foreign trade statistics tailored to users’ 

requirements. Further infnmialion is 
available on (06) 252 5404.

• text and tables for selected Main
Economic Indicator publications.
Further information is available on 
(06) 252 5405.

,. Data in this publication arc reported in gross tonnes 
(i.c. tonnages including the weight of the container). Fur­
niture reported in cubic metres and freight reported in 
litres by respondents have been converted to approximate

7.
Floppy disk service

Selected ABS statistics arc available on
floppy disk. Further information 
available on (06) 252 6684.

is

tonne equivalents.
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