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Introduction
The 1981 Census of Population and Housing counted 

persons and dwellings throughout Australia on 30 June 
I9gl.

To complement the Census soMdls which wW he 
available for various geographic arses such as States, 
Stathtical Divbions, Local Gosanment Areas and 
CCMas Collection Dbtricts, the IhBowing 1981 Ccnsms 
amps will be available from the Aastralian Bureau of 
Statistics and the Divbion of NaMUnal Mapping:

• Statistical area maps
• 1981 Census field maps
• AuslialbiStatbticalDivbleais and LocalGovern­

ment Areas map 1:5,088,(80 scab
« Aoslralia: Population INsIribution map 

l5,8M,080scab
a 1981 Atlaaes of populatiail aad housing

Definitions of geographic Maas Appearing in Census 
maps are shown in Appendai A.

St at bit r si area maps

The following list sets out the areas covered on each 
map sheet.

Vf M’ South tVales—
Sheet I
Sheet 2
Sheet 3

Victoria—
Sheet I
Sheet 2
Sheet .1

Queensland
Sheet I —
Sheet 2 -
Sheet 3 —

State
Sydney Statistical Division 
Statistical Districts

State 
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Statistical Districts

State
Brisbane Statistical Division 
Siatisticsl Districts

SoiOk Australia—

There are 19 
Auetralia. These 
Cemus sutisticajj 
Local GoverntHK
2408.0).

They 
areanM 
at thefl

area ahog,diistr for 
ir«<*support of theiCe prepar,^ „ . ,. 

hit ions Persons and Dwt
'fli and Vr^f^ifUres (.

■Hhe following.
■I code numbers in eiiplq
|nng levels:

itistical Division
itiMical Subdivision/District

nail Govemment Area 
■baa Centree with more th 
ia Statistical Districts (si

I'

-51jpabpubtti
in

Sheet 1
Sheet 2
ShNt 3

State
Adelaide Statistical Division 
StatiPical Districts

IftMtra Australia—
Shpe 1
Sheet 2

Jbsmanta—
Sheet I -
Shegt 2 -

State
Perth Statistical Division

State
Hobart Statistical Division

‘ 2^ lerriiat*

abNlaiMI phMiHMiosH (2401.6*2408.0). These publica- 
lIpM sijH nliaAa MtiWIe progressively by State andtiom wUolM'he M^MNeTeMhwyftot^fyW^

=^*'1

B

CiiHsidll

Australian C^^ita! Territory—
Sheet I Territory

These esaps cost SO cents a sheet (iaehiding postace and 
handling).
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imCMMHflaldRHps
Maps used in the collection of the 1981 Census of 

Population and H ousing are now available for purchase. 
These are the 1981 Census field maps which are designed 
primarily to define Census collection district boundaries 
for collectors to deliver and collect Census schedules.

fMd n^i-prlca
1981 Census field maps vary in price according to the 

form in which they are obtain^. Field n ■? prices are as 

follosvs:

The maps are a useful aid to understanding small area 
statistics; however, because the map scales vary, they 
cannot always be joined to form larger geographic areas.

• Microfiche
• A4 Photocopies*
• Original map sheets**

30 cents a fiche 
20 cents a shed
$1 SO a shed

Field map features
Each field map has the following features:

(a) a topographical base (printed in black); and

(b) Census Division and LG A names and boundaries. 
Census Subdivision and Collection District (CD) 
boundaries and the six digit CD field code 
(Census Division, first two digits; Subdivision, 
third and fourth digits: and CD, last two digits).

All charges include postage and liandling.

* Good quality A4 photocopies are available for 
selected Census Divisions. Note that C3 photo­
copies arc not available, contrary to information 
given to that effect in a green brochure entitled 
Census Maps.

** Only a limited number of original map sheets are 
available.

ORIGINALS/MICIIOFICHE OF 1981 CENSVS FIFI D MAPS- 
PRICE PER STATE

State
Number of 
map ihrfii

Total prtce 
5(1 

each 
orifinal

$

No. of Taial
mtrrofk-hf phcf 30(

(uriitur 
cofiei fiche

S

To relate the CD field code to other geographic levels, 
it is essential to purchase ‘Collection District Conversion 
List in Field Code Order’(microfiche batch 81.005). This 
batch consists of only two fiche priced at 30 cents each.

NSW 
Vic. 
ow

1.696
1.182
1.188 

526
515 
286
49 
47

2,544 00 
1.77.1.00 
1.7X2 00

789.00 
772 50 
429 00

7.1 50 
70 50

79 (Blue) 
55 (Gold)
49 (Red)

22 (Orange) 
22 (While) 
12 (Green) 
2 (Brown)
2 (Purple)

23 70 
1650 
14 70
660 
660 
,3,60

60
60

On the back of each map is an index map which shows 
the outer boundaries of the Census Division which 
contains the CD and the Census Subdivisions and LGA’s 
within that Division. Index maps are common for the 
field maps in the same Division.

Census field maps on microfiche
This is the first Census for which CD field maps are 

available on microfiche, and is an economical way to 
obtain copies of the field maps.

Identification of each State is made easy with a colour 
coded strip across the top of each microfiche. Headings 
indicate the Census Division name, number and State.

Because there can be more than one microfiche to s 
Census Division, ench microfiche contains the index map 
of the Division as well as the index to sheets for the field 
maps in that Divbion. On average, each microfiche 
shows 23 map sheets. The CD maps have been located on 
the microfiche so that neighbouring maps are adjacent to 
each other. Large Census Divisions may occupy two or 
three microfiche. Any nficrofiche reader can display the 
amps, but use of a ITnun or 24X lens will be necessary if 
ths whole of the map image b to appear on the display

SCMR.

Australia 5.4K9 K.2.n.5O 72.90

Maps of Australb
Two maps of Australia (scale 1:5.000.000) will be 

published by the Division of National Mapping 
(NATMAP). They are:

Ausiralia: Slalislical Divisionsand Local Government 
Areas. This map shows Statistical Divisions and Local 
Government Areas (LGA's) or equivalent used for the 
1981 Census (except those LGA's wholly within a major 
urban area). Statistical Divisions are distinctively coloured 
and LGAh. which are identified by their Census c xIe 
numbers, have their names listed on the back of the sheet. 
For ctarity, the information for the Statistical Division or 
Dbtrict enclosing each major urban area except Canberra 
is shown as an inset. This map will be released towards 
the end of 1982.

AtMredla: Population Distribution I9SI. This map 
shows population distribution at the Census by the use of 
circles of various sires for popubtion clusters and dots 
for scattered rural population. Centres of over 25,(M)O 
also have the popubtion printed in numerals beside the 
circles, Thb map will contain insets for major urban 
areas. It trill be avaibbb about June 1983.

Both of these maps will be avaibbb from offices of 
the AK (see Appendix B) and from Natmap Sales. PO 
Box 31, Betoounen, A.C.T. 2616. for $3.50 each.
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AMaa of popariathM and hotaatag
The Division of National Mapping will produce a 

series of atlases for the major urban areas in Australia 
using 1981 Census data compiled at the CD level. The 
atlases will show, for example, the distribution of 
Australian born persons with overseas bom patents, or 
nut tried women in the labour force, as well as many other 
social and demographic statistics which appear to be 
significant census statistics in each urban area. Similar 
atlases were produced from 1976 Census data.

The atlases also conuin two foldout reference maps, 
one showing LGA's and Commonwealth Electoral 
Divisions, and the other showing Postcode areas.

The areas to be covered by the atlases are those urban 
centres with a population of 100.000 or more: Canberra 
and Queanbeyan. Hobart. Adelaide. Perth. Brisbane and 
Gold Coast. Sydney, Wollongong and Newcastle, 
Melbourne and Geelong.

They will become available progressively from late 
1982 to the end of 1983, commencing with the A.C.T. or 
Tasmania, and will be available from Natmap Sales. PO 
Box 31, Belconnen A.C.T. 2616. Prices are not yet 
known.

SnaMaar; of pricct
Statistical area maps 
1981 Census fieM maps—

Microfiche
Original map sheets
A4 Photocopies

Australia: Sutistical Divisions 
and Local Government Areas map. 
1:5,000.000 scale

Australia: Poputation Distribution 
1981 map. 1:5,000.000 scale

50 cenii each

30 cents each 
$1.50 each
20 cents each

$3.50 each

$3.50 each

A general discussion of the statistici planned from the 
1981 Census it contained in Census 81—Data Release 
Plans (2142.0)

Other related publications are:
Catalogue of 1981 Census Tab/es (2139.0)(a)
Making Sense of Census 81 (2140.0)
Geographic Code List (2141.0)
Census 81—Data Release Plans (2l42.0)(a)
Census 81—Magnetic Tape Summary Files (2143.0)
Census 81—Statistical Publications (2144.0)
Census 81—Microfiche (2145.0)
Ceruus 81—Industry (2147.0)
Census 8l—0c(upaiion (2148.0)
Census 81—Education Qualifications (2149.0)
Census 81—Dwelling, Household, Family (2150.0)
Census 81—Income (2151.0)
Census 81—Language (2152.0)
Census 81—Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders 
(2153.0)

(a) Dcnoln available al dale at priming for dales of release of the 
other pubtications see Census fl/— Data ftetear Plans (2142.0)

As well as the statistical publications Persons and 
Dss'eilings in Local Government Areasand Urban Centres 
(2401.0—2408.0). which will include statistical area maps, 
two other series of statistical publications containing 
final 1981 Census data will be published.

They art Summary Characteristics of Persons and 
Dst-ellings (2435.0—2443.0) and Cross-Classified Charac­
teristics of Persons and Duellings (2444.0—2452.0).

Another statistical publication containing data from 
preliminary processing has already been published: 
Prelimirun Counts-Australia. States and Territories 
(2209.0)

The Information Paper: Census 81—Statistical Puh- 
licalions (2144.0) gives more detail about these publica­
tions and how to order them.

Further iMgstirtet
If you have any further inquiries regarding maps or 

statistics from the Census, please contact your local ABS 
OfTice (see Appendix B).

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician



APPENDIX A

Geographic definitions
Information from the Census is available at various 

geographic levels, only some of which are described in 
this Appendix. Information on other geographic dissec­
tions is available on request. Some of the principal levels 
are described below:

Collection District (CD)
A CD is the area and population that one Census 

collector can cover, delivering and collecting Census 
schedules in a specified period (approximately 10 days), 
i.e. about 300 dwellings in urban areas and fewer in rural 
areas CD’s can be aggregated to form other geographic 
levels, such as LGA’s. Statistical Districts. Statistical 
Divisions, etc.

Local Government Area (LGA)
This is the basic unit used in the presentation of 

Census data. LGA’s correspond in all but a few instances 
to legal Local Government Authority areas, e.g. City. 
Municipality. Shire. District Council. The areas depicted 
in the maps are those which existed at 30 June 1980 for all 
States except N.S.W. where the areas existing al I 
January 1981 were used. The exceptions where Census 
LGA’s do not correspond to legal boundaries are:

(i) areas affected by minor boundary changes, 
details of which were received too late for 
implementation;

(ii) the City of Brisbane, which covers a large area;
(iii) the Australian Capital Territory, which contains 

no Local Government Authority areas; and
(iv) the Northern Territory, which contains only two 

Local Government Authority areas.

Brisbane, the Australian Capital Territory and the 
Northern Territory are divided into areas which are 
treated as LGA’s for Census purposes and are known as 
Census LGA’s.

Urban Centres
At each Census of Population and Housing a 

boundary is defined for each population cluster of 1.000 
or more people and for known holiday resorts of less 
population if they contain 250 or more dwellings of which 
at least 100 are occupied. These clusters are known as 
Urban Centres and the population and dwellings enuiner- 
ated in them are classified as urban for statistical 
purposes. The rules used to determine Urban Centresand 
define their boundaries are complex; they can be made 
available on request.

Statistical Division
Statistical Divisions are designed to relatively

homogeneous regions characterised by identifiable social 
and economic links between the inhabitants and between 
the economic units within the region, under the unifying 
influence of one or more major towns or cities. Capital 
City Statistical Divisions are predominantly urban in 

character and the boundaries are delineated to contain 
the anticipated urban development of the capital cities 
(and associated Urban Centres) for a period of at least 
twenty years.

Sialislical Subdivision
A Statistical Subdivision is defined in most States on 

the same basis as a Statistical Division but as a portion of 
the latter.

Statistical District
Generally, a Statistical District is a Statistical 

Subdivision that meets additional criteria Most Statis­
tical Districts contain an Urban Centre with a population 
of 25.000 or more and. like a Capital City Statistical 
Division, their boundaries are delineated to contain the 
anticipated urban development of the centre for a period 
of al least iwciily years. These fixed boundaries delineate 
areas which for general statistical purposes arc free from 
the problems imposed by the moving boundaries ol the 
majority of Urban Centres

In selected cases, especially in Queensland. Statistical 
District boundaries have been delineated around Urban 
Centres with a population of fewer than where
there was a demand for intercensal population estimates 
for the area and where existing I GA boundaries were 
obviously inadequate for this purpose.

There are three cases where Statistical Districts are 
not equivalent to Statistical Subdivis'.ons. They are the 
Statistical Districts of Gold Coast and Albury-Wodonga 
which cross State boundaries and each of w hich consists 
of two Statistical Subdivisions, and the Canberra 
Statistical District which consists of the Canberra 
Statistical Division and the I.GA of Queanbeyan in New 
South Wales.

Census Division
This is the major unit in the collection of Census data 

Census Divisions generally correspond to the Common­
wealth Electoral Divisions existing at the time of the 
Census and adopt the same name. Some Electoral 
Divisions are split into two Census Divisions because of 
their size.

Census Subdivision
Census Subdivisions divide Census Divisions into 

Field Group Leader workload areas and contain an 
average of lOCDIs. Subdivisions are designated by a two 
digit numeric code allocated within Census Division in 
geographical sequence. Where possible, they are aligned 
to LGAt and in no case does a Census Subdivision 
boundary cross an LGA boundary.
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APPENDIX B

INQUIRIES

NEW SOUTH 
WALES

Information Services 
St Andrew's House 
Sydney. N.S.W. 2000 
(Box 796 GPO Sydney 2001) 
Phone (02) 268 4395-6-7 
Telex AA208I9

WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA

Information Services 
1-3 St George’s Terrace 
Perth. W.A. 6000 
Phone (09) 323 5140 
Telex AA9204I

VICTORIA Information Services 
Commonwealth Banks Building 
Cnr Elizabeth A Flinders Streets 
Melbourne. VIC. 3000 
(Box 2796Y GPO Melbourne 3001) 
Phone (03) 652 6192 
Telex AA30086

TASMANIA Information Services 
Australian Government Centre 
10th Roor 
188 Collins Street 
Hobart. TAS. 7000 
(Box 66A GPO Hobart 7001) 
Phone (002) 20 4437 or 20 4495 
Telex A A58098

QUEENSLAND Information Services 
345 Ann Street 
Brisbane. QLD 4000 
Phone (07) 335 482 
Telex AA4027I

NORTHERN 
TERRITORY

The Statistician—Northern 
Territory
7th Floor MLC Building
81 Smith Street
Darwin N.T. 5790
(Box 3796 PO Darwin 5794)
Phone (089) 80 2717
Telex AA85075

SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA

Information Services 
City Mutual Centre 
10-20 Pulteney Street 
Adelaide. S.A. 5000 
(Box 2272 GPO AdeUide 5001) 
Phone (08) 228 9439 
Telex AA82I06

AUSTRALIAN 
CAPITAL 
TERRITORY

Information Services 
Australian Bureau of Statistics 
Box 10 PO
Belconnen. A.C.T. 2616
Phone (062) 52 6627 
Telex AA62020

•>

• CmmmmMi nf Aamla iW FrimW by C. J. Thompson, Cwnmonwcahh Government Printer. Cenbem
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