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The following tables relating to divorceins tollowing tables relating to divorce, nullity of marriage and judical 
paration have been prepared from statlatios compiled by the GvVex.uueni, Statistician or 
each State and returns received from Judicial Authorities in the Northern Territoiy and 
the Australian Capital Territory. They relate, " .. ..
rized figures for earlier

se-
the Government Statistician of

in the main, to ths year 1952, but surama- 
years have been added for purposes of oompariacn.

The number of petitions fo: divorce, nullity of marriage and judicial separe tirnu,«« fl '7m 4 ,------------------- ui murrxagp ana juaicial separe
a” the highest since 1947; the peak year was 1946 when 9,915 petitiona

were lodged.

Table V ■ Number of Petitions for Di'

State or
Territory

New South Wales 
Victoria 
lueensland
South Australia 
estern Australia

Tasmania
Northern Terr.
Aust. Cap. Terr.
Australia,
1951
1950
1949

-2248_____________

Divorce

Husband
Petit­
ioner

1,777 
627
300 
339
363
143 

6
___ IL 
Ji.7J4
3,727 
3,717
3,882 
3.927

’.Vife 
Petit­
ioner 
2,448

993 
4 08 
466
291 
171

6 
___1L-. 
4,800 
4,688 
4,622 
4,458 
41260

pjtxtlona for - 
Nullity of 
Marriage

Husband 
Petit­
ioner

13
16

5

1

JI 
19 
23 
28 
26

■ vorce, etc, - States, 1952

'fife 
Petit­
ioner 

3'0 
11

1 
5
5

52
31
40
37
37 i

Judicial 
Separation

Husband 
Petit­
ioner^

1

2

J. 
4 
1 
1 
2

Total Petitiont

Wife 
Pftit- 
Inner

29 
6

2L 
34 
26
29 
26

Husband[ 7ife
Pe ti t- 
lonor 
1,791

843
305
339
366
143

6
19 

3,81g 
3,750

jPetit-
ioner
2,507
1,010

409
47 3
296
171

’ 6
___ IL
L4.689

Tocal

3,741 4,688i,í41 4,000
3,911 14,524
3.955 !4.3d3

4,2?8 
1,853

714 
812
662 
314

12
____
8,701 
8,503 
8,429 
8,435

, . decrees granted in Australia during 19'iP was 7,106 or 3 per cent.
Th» . -------------- --- °®"'‘ y®“’’ 1947«bon A,815 <fccreosw,w«r,-nted.

granted from the year 1947 in the various States wan tn no.r »»nf.
lower than in I95I and 1? per cent.

in Viatoria, 28 per nent. in 'Zestern Australia, ?4 per
year 1947 in the various States wao 30 per oent.

In South Australia, and 12 p'r 00 nt. in New South Zales. 
by 3 Por cent.

cent, in ';ueensland, 17 per cent.
Decrees granted in Tasmania incrcasod

Table VI t Divorces etc. 8_ Number of Deoroeo Granted ? States, 1952,

State or
Territory

tfow South '.Vales 
Victoria (a) 
luoensland 
South Australia 
■Zestern Australia 
Tasmania 
Norti ern Terr. 
Just. Cap. Terr.
Australia 1________
1951
1950
1949
1948 

Divorce
Absolute

made

Husband 
Pctit- 
ioner 
1,426 

696 
298 
249 
296 
102 

2 
12 

3.083 
3,276 
3,494 
3,128

■Ji.117

Wfe 
Pc ti t- 
ioner 
1,907

900 
407 
332 
289
115

4 
____L. 
3,959. 
3,993 
3,864 
3,448

nullity of
_____Marriage 
Husband | ''I'ifo
Petit-j Potit-

Judi ciai 
Separation Total Decrees

(a) Dissolutions granted -

2041.

ioner i 
6~F 
6 !
5 
2

loner 
21 
.-1
1
1

Husband i
Petit- I

i'ifp 
Fetit- 
iO(lVK_

3

22.
21
21 
16 
22.

Ji 
30 
35 
30 
32

1
1

1
net made absolute for ■»

11 
f,

10
8

11

Husband 
Potit- 
loner 
1,434

702 
303 
251 
296 
102

2 
12

-Jii2L_ 
3,298 
3,516 
3,144 
3,743

'.ifo 
Petit- 
XfillEJ,- 
1,935

914 
408 
334 
289 
115

4 
_____ L_ 
4.004 
4,029 
3,909 
3,486 

-3.51g i

Total

3,369
1,616

711
585
585
217

6
___ IL
7,106
7,327
7,425
6,630

,.71^55..,
ariod of not less than 3 months.



2 -

following table shows deorees made absolute In 1952 olaesified 
according to the legal duration of marriage in oonjunction .with Issue. 
hn^L 1 11 T.nn er, A n My. M a» X.. ... ----------- It will be seen 

finalized in 1952 the marriages had been

r 
I 3 -

that In the case of 40 por cent, of divorces
Of Aouplee diví,med‘'in"r952r34 per oZZt 

u ° ®'>® ®hild, 21 per cent, had two children ’s 0^000

The following table shows the number of dlvproed husbands and wives in each 
the mT made absolute. In 1952 the incidence was the

u J XU v;,, — uBUb naa twohad three children, and 7 ptr cent, had four or more children.
21 per cent, had two ohildron, 8 per cent.

: PlvorooE i Duration of Marriage nnd laauG , Australia, 1952

the highest in the 30—34 group which comprised 24. per cent- of the husbands and 22 per 
Tl’ls Incidence obtained during the period I948 to 1952 for husbands, 

but in the years I948 and 1949 for wives the highest incidence
cent, of the wives.

group. was in the 25-29 age

Duration of 
Marriage

0

Number of Divorces where Issue
to the Marriago waa -

1 2 3 4

Table IX s Dlvoroea i kite ot Husband and '.Vlfe at the time of Divorce i

Under 5 years
5 - 9 "

10 - 14 "
15 - 19 "
20 - 29 "

30 years and over 
Hot Stated

Tot.al Divoroos 
For cent.

Total Issue
(Total DivorcGi

1951 ( For oont.
(Total Issue

(Tot."! Divorcoi
1950 ( Per □•at.

1949

1948

IS

>a

(Total Issue

(Total Divorces 
( Per cent.
(Total Issue

(Total Divoroos
( Per cent.
(Total ISBUO i

387
990
577
197
174

56
_____ 2_
2,383

JI

2,463
34

2,696
37

2,576
39

'’,799
39

170
850
581
264
206
59

15 
336 
447 
289 
309
63

2
74

154
156
168

45

5 
and 
over

' Not 
Stat­

ed

Total
Divorces

Num- Pe r
her

Australia, 1952.

Total

Issue

(i)

1
12
46
58

104
38

3
22
42
78
65

-7.132
____ Ì2.
.¿¿¿I 

2.329 
32 

2,329

2,344 
32

2,344

1,955
30 

1,955

2,170 
30

7.170

1x45?
_____ 21^
2,915
1,420

20
2,840

1,326
18

2,,652

1,144
17 

2,288

1,244

J22.
8

252.
4

^’191 1.036

210
—J.

575 
2,265 
1,827 
1,006 
1,039

326
____ 1
7.042

cent.

a"
32
26
14
15

5

210 
1,807 
2,236 
1,774 
2,221

893 
2

17

574
8

1,722

542
7

1,626

493
8

1,479

, 542
8•. I o

2.488 11,626

247
3 

988

237
3 

948

216
3 

864

221
3

1,262
233

3
1,373

213
3

1,259

189
3

1,140

209

100

3

3

1

7.269

6,576

7,186

100

100

100

9,252

8,829

1,126

364 I 1,244
NOTE ■ Excludes Nullity of liarrlage.

100
8,412

a <^«1’1^ fbows the number of divorces granted in Australli
classified according to duration of marriage, ' " 

AV,, ______ -1/^.0 . -___ ’’ 'for the years I948 to 1952.
and the proportion under each duration,

Tsblo VIII ; Divoroeo ; Duration of Marriage ; Australia 1946 to 1952

Number of Divorces ’.7here Duration of
Year

Under I 5-9
Marriage

1948 
1949 
1950
1951

2222.

1948
1949
1950
1951
1952

5 ye ars

776
608
618
636

—2.75

years

2,573 
2,461 
2,699 
2,508 

211^5

10-1/1 i 15-19 
years j years

1,527 I
1,421 i
1,665
1,698
1.827 I

was -

954
613
974

20-29 
years 

1,063 
1,011 
1,097

1,007 1,102
1,006 I 1,039

30 years 
and ov.- r

293
257
304
317
326

Not
Stated

Total

Divorces

11
9
6
9
6

Proportion of Total (Per cent.)

36
3Ï
37
35
32

21
22
23
23
26

13
12
13
14
14

15
16
15
15
15

4
4
4
4
5

note . Excludes Nullity of Marriage.

2 
1
1 
J-

7,186 
6,576 
7,358 
7,269 
7.04?.

100
100
100
100
100

Age of 
Husband 

_____(ygars) 
Under 25 Years 

25 - 29 " 
30 - 34 " 
35 - 39 " 
40 - 44 " 
45 - 54 " 

55 Years and over 
Not Stated 
Total Wives

1952
1951
1950
1949
1948

1952
1951
1950
1949
1948

Under 
25 
105 
319 

65 
22

6

25-29 30-34
Age of Wife (fears)

35-39 40-44 45-34

___
J16

25 
599 
684 
160
40 
13

3

3
93 

704 
566
145
45

8

¿15.^4

3
12

194
551
356
157

17 
_____  

1.792

55 and 
over

Wot 
Stated

Total 
Husbands

23
103
372
424
44

__
968

5
13
89

543
219

___1_
870

1
3

35
219

(il)

Ages of Wives at time of Divorce t Total .fives

518
534
479
453
565

1.526
1.578
1,679
1,529
1,718

1,564 
1,622
1,681 
1,485 
1,580

1,292
1,362
1,374
1,279
1,325

968
930
930
756
884

870
940
913
813
830

258
258
278
239
257

(iii)

Ages of Husbands at time of Divorce 1 Total Husbands

136
157
152
126
157

1,025
1,085
1,123

969
1,142

1,675
1,513
1,546 
1,407
1,534

1,418 '1,014

1,449
1,509
1,399
1,484

1,195
1,182
1,020
1,142

1,217
1,306
1,314
1,152
1,211

511
522
510
481
487

2

2
3

1
J8.
Ji

46
45
24
22
27

46
42
22
22
29

NOTE Excludes Kullity of i«Iarriagp,

The grounds fur divorce vary In each State,

136 
1,025 
1,675 
1,418 
1,014 
1,217

511 
____ áá. 
7.042

7,042 
7,269 
7,358 
6,576
7,186

7,042 
7,269 
7,358
6,576 
7,186

me grounds fur divorce vary in each State, a notable instance being 
that insanity is not a ground for divorce in New South Wales.

Of the divorces made absolute In 1952 the main grounds
and adultery. Ths percentages for desertion veTe 77 per cent. were desertion

- - . . X-- -------  in Tasmania, 71 per cent.
- luoensland and Hew South Wales (the latter Inoludes desertion - 

pliance with decree for restitution of conjugal rights), 55 per cent, (including 
oeparation for over 5 years) in '"estern Austral!« ' " '

in Victoria,

fi'or

restltutlon of conjugal rights), 55 pe:
non-cora-

, - "-------' --------- X’ and 43 per cent, (including separatli
over 5 years) in South Australia, while for adulteiy the percentages were 40 per

cent. In South .lustralla and Western Australia, 28 per cent, 
in Victoria, 22 per cent, in Nerz South Wales and 21 per cent.

on

in Queensland, 26 per cent, 
in Tasmania.



Table X . CroundB on which Divorce Ahaolute. Nullity, of Marriage and Judicial Separation were Granted.,..Statee,^,

Grounds on which Granted

Adultery-
Adultery and Deeortion 
Desertion
Bigamy
Cruelty
Cruelty and Drunkenness 
Drunkenness
Irapotenoy
Uon-Consuramati on
Separation for over 5 years 
Maintenance 

Gaol for Crime 
noanity.

Other
Totals

Table aI

N. S. ’.T.
(a)

744

2,362

12
-86
55

15

1

77m

12

14

(n) Divorce Absolute.

+ 1
27

c°T 
1
3

1
2

1

(a)

379
28

1,139

VIC. * 
(h) jl(°) 

1

Grounds on v/hich Divorce Absolutey

Grounds on 
whi ch Granted

\dultery
Adultery and Desertion 
Desertion
Bigamy
Cruelty
Cruelty and Drunkenness 
Drunkenness 
irnpotency
'on-Conaummation 

. oparation for over 5 
Aainti-nanc e
'aol for Irirae 

11 tyhBanixy 
Llior
' Total*!

Div- 
orco

2,191
35 

4,477
3 

85
78 
35
1

207
19

TTIHi

I

5
24
10

5
1

1

12

195
3

502

2

a'LD. 
~i^

2

3
1

1°} IS
230

S.A.
(t) (o) (a)

W.A. 1 TAS. I

240

e,6

8

12
4

1

2

1

210
2

153

1

46

168

1
1

t
N.T.SE

4

1

1

A.C.T,Ti.u.T. au;
(a) (a)

6

9

a

AUSTHJIIA

1,834
33

4,574

snET
2

1
9

_____1^
1,596 JI

3 1

3 
169

21 
1
4 
1

1

705 6 J281 I 1 J81 217 6 n

166
111

19
2
3

lei
25
17
18

i 7.042

20

1

(h) Nullity of Uarriagu. (o) Judicial Separation. • Diaaolutions of Marriage Granted.
Nullity of Marriage and Judicial Separation were Granted s Australia, Tewt 1948 to 1952.

1946.
•. ' JuJio-

Null­
ity

lai 
Separ­
ation

7

4

3
2

JI

I

26

29
1

1yr

1949. 1950. 1951» 1952«

Div­
orce

Null­
ity

Judic­
ial

Separ­
ation

Div­
orce

Null­
ity

Judic­
ial

Separ- 
ation

Div­
orce

Null­
ity

1 
1
2

1 
TT

1,720
44

4,423
3

113
55
43

119
13
12

•*~675T

18

25

COMMOm/JiTH BUitEAU OF CENSUS JJTD 'I^TlCS^„C^^EgHA:.

H

3
2
3

T

1,792
25

5,051

119
85
36

1

25
4

4

1,784
16 

4,893

Judic­
ial

Separ- 
ation

1

Div­
orce

Null­
ity

Hi 
25 
16

rvys-
A.C.T.

27
4

142 
91
65

1

201
24
22

24

21
5

3

1

56 1 ri- 1 
yr T

16th JUHE, 1^

1,834
33

4,574

166
111

19
2
3

181
25
17
18

T,754? t

20

31
1

1 
yr

Judic­
ial

Separ- 
ation

2

4

3
2


