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MAIN FEATURES

The total number i>t overseas movements In August 1991 was 
783,000, .3 per cent more than In August 1990 (763,600), 
There were 388,000 arrivals (2% more than In August 1990) 
and 395,000 depurtures (3% more than In August 1990).

t'ermanent and long-term movement
In August 1991:

• 10,900 settlers arrived in Australia, 4 per cent less than 
In August 1990. Settler arrivals from Northeast Asia 
continued to increase wllh 2,650 recorded In August 
1991 (an Increase of 20% when compared wllh August 
1990). This region, which Includes llong Kong, China, 
Mongolia, Taiwan, Japan and Korea, Is now 
contributing the largest number of settlers.

• 2,550 permanent departures were recorded, marginally 
less than In August 19'10.

• Long-term visitor arrivals (4,080) were 8 per cent 
higher than August 1990 (3,770).

• Australian residents departing long-term (6,500) 
Increased 3 per cent compared with August 1990 
(6300).

Arrivals of overseas visitors for short-term visits
In August 1991:

• The number of overseas visitor arrivals was 199,300, 
12 per cent more than In August 1990 (178,200). In 
seasonally adjusted terms, visitor arrivals were 3 per 
cent less than In July 1991. The trend estimate of 
visitor arrivals continues to show strong growth since 
January 1991.

• The major source countries were: New Zealand with 
55,900 (28% of total), Japan with 44,900 (23%), the 
U.S.A, with 28,700 (14%) and the United Kingdom 
with 12,400 (6%). These four major source countries 
accounted for 71 per cent of all visitor arrivals. When 
compared with August 1990, the number of visitors 
increased from the U.S.A. (46%), New Zealand (24%) 
and Japan (7%) while visitors from the United 
Kingdom decreased by 22 per cent. The number of 
visitors arriving from New Zealand Is the highest since 
August 1988 when there were 64^00 arrivals making 
up 33 per cent of the total visitor arrivals.

• Visitors from Hong Kung (6,000) contributed 3 per cent 
of total short-term visitors and Increased 78 per cent 
compared with August 1990 (3,400). The number of 
visitors from Korea (3,000) and Taiwan (2,900), 
although small compared with the number from the 
main source countries, also showed large Increases. 
Overall, visitors from North East Asia Increased by 19 
per cent

• The main purposes for visiting Australia remain 
‘holiday’ (63%) and ‘visiting relatives’ (18%). TheThe
proportion of visitors arriving for the purpose of 
‘holiday’ Increased 25 per cent compared with August 
1990. However, the number arriving to ‘attendivvw, However, ine numoer aiiiTufs 
conventions' for the year Io August 1991 Is 36 per cent
higher than 1990.

• Visitors intending to stay for less than I week Increased 
by 25 per cent and those staying for I week and less 
than 2 weeks Increased by 16 per cent compared with 
August 1990. Visitors Intending Io slay for less than 2 
weeks accounted for 59 per cent of total short-term 
visitor arrivals.

Departures of Australian residents for short-term trips abroad 

In August 1991:
• 168,000 Australian residents departed for shi,rt-tcrm

visits overseas, a decrease of 9 per cent compared with 
August 1990. In seasonally adjusted terms the number 
of departures fell 4 per cent compared wllh July 1991.

• The most popular destinations were: New Zealand with 
26,600 (16% of total), the UJi.A. with 23,900 (14%), the 
United Kingdom with 20,100 (12%) and Indonesia wllh 
15,800 (9%). When compared with August 1990, 
resident departures to New Zealand and Indonesia 
Increased 14 and 10 per cent respectively while 
departures to the United Kingdom and the U.S.A, 
decreased 35 and 3 per cent respectively.

• Departures for ‘holidays’ (90,100) decreased II per cent 
compared with August 1990 (101,700) which accounted 
for 71 per cent of the total resident departure decrease 
compared with August 1990.

• Departures for ‘employment’ rose 12 per cent from 
3,900 In 1990 Io 4300 in 1991.

4

SHORT-TERM VISITOR ARRIVAUS(a)

Thousind 
r 225

SHORT-TERM RESIDENT DEPARTL'RES (b)

111 CHI sand 
r225

Seasonally adjusted

------- Trend estimate

200

175

150

125

'00

-200
I

175

150

Seasonilly adjusted |25

Dec 
1985

Dec 
1987

Dec 
1989

Dec 
1991

Dec 
1985

Dec 
1987

__ —. Trend eitimate

Dec 
1989

L

Dec 
1991

100

(a) Refer to pirigniph 20 of the Eaplanattwy Now» (b) Refer to par«|r^ 21 of the EapUnatory N<«e».

INQUIRIES • for further information about statistics in this pMication and the availability 
related unpublished statistics, contact Robert CTiibnall on Canberra (06) 252 6671 
or any ABS State office.

• for irformation about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back 
page of this publication.
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TABLE 1. TOTAL MOVEMENT — ARRIVALS: CATF/iORV OF MOVEMENT

Ptrnnuunl Loiuum arrivait
arrtinlj

Stlütu

ISI350 
131.060 
•21360

10,100 
10390
11320
10390
9.990

10650 
10,700

9680 
9690

10.890
8.050 
9.410 

10330 
11390 
10,900

Tetai___________
permanent 

and
Australian Owtaaa loag-tar/n Aulralian

raiidanu jíiúlea. jtaitÍL ruidants

Owttaa
Ov^nteu

riiitm (StaioiuHf
JAiUalL

Oy/trgta» 
vigiton 
(Trtnd

a4/iuladl atliinalab)
arrivait

______ ÙÜ

54,990 
53,440 
56,370

4.080
4.790
4.440
4.420
4.570
4,960 
9,510

6,250 
4,430 
4,480 
3,270
3,510 
4,440 
5,030 
4,600

47330
53340
56.120

253,860
238,050
234.050

1,637,900
1,912,700
2.109300

2349.300
2.080.300
2314.900

a. 4.141.100 
.. 4.231.000 
.. 4.55M.3OO

3360 
5.650 
3.770 
3330
3.750 
3.040 
3X>50

17,540 
20,830 
19340 
18.340 
18.300 
18.650 
23.260

149,700 
211,600 
Í82/X» 
205,800 
230.800 
157300 
123X100

157,300 
185.400
178,200
162,700
190,600
198,600
253,100

192.900
190,700
193,300
185,800
187,800
176,600
179,600

191300 
191.700 
189,400 
187,700 
185300 
182.900 
ISO/iOO

324,600
417,800
379.700
386.900
439.700
374.400
399.400

8.740 
10350
4X370 
3390 
2.860 
3350
6.140 
4.080

24.670 
24.370 
19,450 
14.900
15.780 
18.320 
22.450 
19.580

260.000 
135.100 
141.300 
124,000 
131300
151.700 
196,800 
169,100

177.400
190.600
189.200
168,000
161.400
172.200 
208.500 
199,300

189300 
178.100 
177300 
182,800
201300 
206300 
215300 
209300

179300 
180300 
184300
189,700 
195.900 
203,400
208300
214,100

462.100 
350.100 
350.000
306.900 
308,800 
342.200
427.600 
388.000

(•) Fifurm far «hort-tenn movomeni aie tar>cly basad en a acmple «uf an lubiact to aampltflg «rror. SaeParagraph 10 of Ih« EapUnatory Notaafarmoaa daiail. (b) S«* 
paragrapha IS lo 21 of iha RapUnatoty Notoa.

table: I. TOTAL MOVEMENT — DEPARTURES: CATFXiORV OF MOVEMENT

Parmi Ptrmananl Australian
Lanturndtpariuatt

Totai __________
permanent

and Aurlraltan

SAori (trw dapgriuraa lai

Year ended 3i December —
1988
1989
1990

tkparttras rasislanis
Ovtrgtag 

vuilorg dgfnrturtg

Ausiraltaft 
rtndtnU

rssidsnts fSaasonally
JAil^ adiustadl

Atatralian 
rtsiâtnH Tmta

fTrsnd Oaarsaas dapartures
alimalal visitors JiU

20320
24.830
30370

54.120
59.220
66,300

30330
35,990
40,810

104.770
120.040
137.470

1.697300
1.989,800
2.169,900

2.174.100 3.976300
2.020.400 4.130.300
2.162.700 4,470,100

/990_ 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

2350 
2390
2360 
2390 
2330 
2.430 
3330

4,770 
5,740 
6,300
4,770 
4380 
4,510
5,800

3360 
3.090 
2.720 
2350 
2.480 
4.130 
7.490

10,380 
11,420 
11.590
9,600 
9,290

11,060 
16.530

209.800 
198,400 
184300 
214300 
156300 
154.900 
251300

176.500
181.600
179.500
181.800
179.900
184.200
186.900

180.600 
181.000
181.400 
]81.4(» 
181,000 
179300 
176.800

149,000 
156300
188.000 
170.000 
162.000 
193300 
179300

369.200
366.100
383.900
393.800
327.400
359300
446.900

1991 — 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August

2,820 
2.770 
2.900 
2.400
2.450 
2.160 
2320 
2350

8,110 
5,860 
6.100 
5.720 
4.820 
4,890 
5,460 
6,500

3350 
3.710 
4ja2Q 
3.020 
2.960 
3.790 
3360 
3370

14.580 
12.350
13,020 
11,140 
10330 
10,830
11,640 
12.420

127.900 
125.100 
171300
167.000 
163,900 
200,900 
188,900
168,000

156300 
175,800 
170.200
170.600
172.200 
171300 
173,700
167.000

173.800 
171,600 
170.600
170,600 
171.100 
171300 
171300
170.000

243300 
180.000 
197300
180.900
175.000
167,900
180.000 
214.600

317,400 
382.100
3S9.1OO 
349.100
379,600
380,600
395.000

(a) Piguraa for alwft-lenn imwamcM aie laigcly hoaed on a aamf>la «d an Bubjact to awipling errar. Sec Pangnph 10 of the Etplaneuiry Nciea far moie detaü. (b) Sec 
paragnphe IS to 21 efihe EipUnauMy Noue
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TA RLE 3. SHORT TERM MOVEMEPfT: ARRIVALS OF OVERaSEA-S VrSITORS AND DEPARTURES 
OF AUSTRALIAN RESIDEVrS BY INTENDED LENGTH OF STAY AND PURPOSE OF JOURNEY

Year ended 
33 December

Quarter t/uitd

JSSi. JSUL ¡990

».

Intended length of May 
Under 1 week 
1 and under 2 week« 
2 week« and under 1 month 
1 and under 2 month« 
2 and under 3 momlu 
3 and under 6 montlu 
6 and under 12 munihi 
Total (a)

Purptiac of Journey
In transit
Attending cunvemion
Dusine«*
Accompanying bu«ines* traveller
Visiting relative*
Holiday
Employment
Education
Other and not slated
T'otal

Intended length of atay 
Under 1 week 
1 and under 2 w^k« 
2 week» md under 1 month 
I and under 2 movuh« 
2 and under 3 month* 
3 and under 6 rrtoruh« 
6 and under 12 month* 
Tc4al (a)

Purpieie of Journey 
Attending convention 
l)u*ines*
Accompanying businet* traveller 
Visiting relative«
Holiday 
Emfdayment 
Education
Other and not stated 
Total

(a) Ificitirfca not autad.

AKRiVALS
JS2L

January ta 
Siuiai 

¡990 JSSL

Month of 
AlUdiL.. 
¡990______dm

499,800 
494.000 
448300
265300

98.900
110,700
162.700

2.080300

78,600 
25.400

230.800
19.400

459.900
1.107,000

30.000 
62,800
66.400

2.O8O3OO

173,900 
487,900 
565300 
353300 
158300 
139.800
108.100

1.989300

47,700 
302300

33.000 
387.600

1.085300
35.700
19.400
78.700

1,989300

563.100
571.100
459,000
268.000

98,300
104,500
150,700

2314.900

70300
32,500

231,100
21,800

456,000
1333,700 

29.600 
64,600 
75,300

2314,900

138,700 
130,100
96,600 
49,400 
19,700 
20,800 
33.000
488,300

15,800
6.100

55,700
4,800

97,600 
267,500

7.500
14,600
18,900 

488,300

DEPARTL'RKS

189,600
523,600
604.800
389.200
181.500
157.500
123.600

2,169,900

55,300
306,900

31.600
439.200

1.193.900
41.500
24.100
77.300 

2.169,900

50.900 
127,800 
147,400
98,800
5O,2Ì» 
61,700
34.400

571,100

18,500 
84.600
9.200 

117.900 
304,000

9.300
5.800

21.700 
571,100

152,400 
144,6(X)
98,400 
48,100 
18,500 
17.300 
22.300

501,600

15,400 
15,500 
57.400
5,300 

97,800 
285,400

7,300 
10,300
7.400 

501,600

49.900 
123.900 
138,300
90,500
44,500
48.800
36,000

531,800

12.900
85,800
6,500 

115,500 
272.000

13,200
5,400

20300 
531.800

371,400 
355,700 
293,800 
I6I3OO
59.900 
63.400 

104300

394.100 
415.900 
310300
154.900 
53.300 
55,300 
82300

1,409,900 1,466,400

47300 
21300

153,900 
15,100

276.900 
771.900 
21300 
53,700 
48.600

1,409,900

124,100 
336,700 
378,000 
231300 
114,700 
117.400
90.900 

1393,400

38.0(X} 
206,8(»
21.700 

271300 
758300

27.ÌXX) 
16,300 
54300

1393300

45.000 
52300 
43.400 
16.400
4.9(X) 
6,600 
9.400

178300

36,400 
6\,000 
49.100 
15.400
4,700 
5300 
7300

199300

45.000 
28,900

144.600
13,700 

276.700 
863.100

17,600
46,000 
30.900 

1,466,400

Ì26.000 
332,400 
349.100 
211.700 
99.400 
99.600 
95.000

I3133CO

28.600 
201.900

17,800 
277,000 
690,400

34300 
15.300 
48,100 

I3IJ3OO

TABLE 4. PERMANENT (SETTLER) ARRIVALS : COL'NTRY OF BIRTH (a)

Country birth 
(Summary)

6<*EANIA AND ANTARCrnCA ~
New ZealiTKl 
Other

Total

n.ROPF. AND THE USSR ..
United Kingdom
Other

Tota3

Muiiilt Eagi a/d North Africo

Somheaat Asia

Northeast Asia

Smahsm Asia

The Americas

Africa (esciadietg North Africa}

Tout (b)

Year e/^d 
33 December
dSlL

Quarter ended
TOfttnt 

¡990 JiiL

January to 
Atifiót 

¡990 J2SL

17340
4,040 

2/3»

23.090 
16340 
J93J0

6,390

29j690

¡6^90

3.790

7460

4.390

131,060

9,9r3O 
3.810 

/2.780

22.040
12,780
34.820

6J90

3OM0

18,960

7.760

6,600

3.900

121360

2.160 
990

J./50

5.670
3.300
8.970

tJIO

7.610

4.160

¡.730

¡.630

920

29,400

(•) Sot pengnpha I nd 9 of the Eaplnetoiy Noto*, (b) laciudM ether and net etewd

1.470
840

2300

4,810
2.630
7.440

1,700

6,770

4,910

2.430

¡.680

770

27,980

6,430 
2.660 
9/7»

4.400
2.420
6.820

14,800
8,660

23460

3.760

19.390

Ì2fi2O

4490

4,440

2360

79340

12.730
7.620 

2OJ30

4j690

¡7,360

¡6^70

7060

4430

2420

80.440

3,900 
6300 

18.000
2300 

34.000 
100300

2300 
3300 
6300

178300

17300 
40,600 
43.800 
38.100 
20.900
13.900
9.800 

184300

5300 
25300
2.800 

36300
101.700 

3.900
2300
6300 

184300

6.200 
2300 

18,600
1.700 

35.600 
125300

2300 
3.900 
3300

199300

18,1(0 
41,000 
41,600 
30.000 
15300 
10,800 
11300

168,000

4300 
25.300

2.300 
32,700 
90.100
4300
2,500 
6300

168.000

Month of 
Ausust 

¡990. JSSL

710
250
960

A90
320
800

1,910 
1.090 
JZ)/O

1310 
1,130 
2.640

390 1»

2.910

2^00

720

630

290

11320

2.120

2.630

1020

730

220

10.900
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TABLE 5. SHORT-TERM MOVEMENT : ARRIVALS OF OVERSEAS VISITORS 
COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE (a)

Country of rtsidtnet 
(iC.KhNlA^A ANTARCTICA —

Fiji
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Papua New Guirtea
Other

Total

Ytar endtd 
31 Dtcember
jm. 1990

Quarltr eruUd
30Jtau

1990 . jm.
January to 

AufUit 
¡990 1991

Month of
AtliUSL- 

¡990 jm
17300
13,400

449300
34,800
18.400

533.500

16,000 
14.400

418,400
34,600
17,200

500.700

3,600
3.000

109.500
8,000
3.800

127.900

3.300
2.300

114.100
8.100
3.500

131.300

9.900 
10300 

270,700
21.700 
11300

323,900

9,600 
10,400 

307.600
22,000 
11,000

360500

1300
1300

45300
2.000
1300

50.800

1300
1,300

55.900
2.600
1.400

02,400

EUROPE A THE USSR — 
Austria
Belgium 
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Germany. Fed Rep 
Greece
Ireland, Republic of 
Italy
Netheriands 
Norway 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom 
USSR & Baltic States 
Yugoslavia 
Other

Total

9200 
3,100

10300 
5300

20.100 
68.100

7,400 
12300 
20300 
20.100

3,700 
24.100 
27.400 

272.900
5.400 
6,400 

15300 
531.700

9,600 
4.200 
9,900 
5,800

21,100 
74,200
7,500 

10,600 
24.400 
21,100

4,400 
22.000 
29.500

277,700 
5,300
5,800 

16,500 
549.500

1.600
500 

1,500
900 

3.700 
13,700

1.300 
2,200 
3,300 
3,100

800 
2,900 
3,800

53,700
900 
900 

2,800 
97.500

}.800 
500

1.600 
1.100 
4.100

12,800 
1.000 
1,800 
4.400 
3.100

700 
2.400 
4,300 

53.000
900
900 

2.100 
96,400

S.600 
2.700 
5,800 
3300 

13300 
45300 
4300 
6,700 

14,700 
12,000 
2.700 

12.700 
15.700 

170,100
3300 
3.300 
9.800 

331.600

6,000 
2300
5300 
3.300

13.400
44.400
3.000 
5300

14,000 
10.900
2300 
9,700

16,400
160.900 

2,900 
2.900 
7.900

310,700

(/Xi 
500 
600 
400 

2300 
4,400

500 
600 

4300 
1300

300 
1.200 
1300 

15.800
400 
500

1.700 
37000

700 
200
500 
200

2,100
4,100 

300
600

2,800 
900
100 
600

1300
12,400

400
400

1.100
26.700

MIDDLE EAST & NORTH AFRICA —
Uriel
Other

Total

S.AOO 
11.600 
77/X»

5,300
12,100
77.400

1.100
3,100
4,700

1.000 
2.000
J,000

3.^
8,400

77300

3,100 
5,900 
9j000

400
1.400
7.700

A(i0 
1300 
1.500

SOUTHEAST ASIA — 
Indonesia 
Malaysia
Rti lippines 
Singapore 
Thailmd 
Other

Total

29,000 
44.300
11.000 
65300
17.300 

3,900
170.600

34,400 
46,600
13,600 
75,900
19,600
5,000 

793/JOO

i.fXiO 
Il.lOO 
3,700 

18.100
5,300 
1,100 

48,700

9.600
11.500
4.400

21.600
7,100
1,100

55.300

22,100
29,600

8,900
41,700
12,600
3300

118200

23200 
29,800 
10,100 
47,700 
15.100
3.600 

129500

2500 
2,800 
1,100 
4300 
1.400

500 
72300

2200
2.900

900
4,900
1,400

400
12500

NORTHEAST ASIA> 
China 
Hong Kong 
Japan 
Korea
Taiwan 
eXher

Total

29.100
54.100

349300
10,400
21300

500
465200

23.700
54.500

479.900
14,100
25.300

500
597.900

8.300 
11.500 

107.000
3.000
4,500

100 
134.300

3.400 
10.500 

115.000
6.000
4,600 

100 
/393OO

18,900 
36,700 

312300
9,000

18,800 
300

396200

ÌO.OOO 
44.000 

329.700 
16.100 
18.900 

500 
479300

1300
3.400

41,900
1300
1.600

100
49500

Ì.600 
6,000 

44.900 
3.000 
2,900 

100 
38300

SOVTHERN ASIA —
India
Sri Lanka
Other

Total

10,900 
4.000 
3300

18200

11,000 
3,900 
3.000

77,800

3.200
1.000

700
4.800

3,000
1.000

800
4.800

1.500
2,600
2,100

72300

6300
2300
1.600

70300

800
300
300

7300

im 
300 
200 

7300

THE AMERICAS —
Brazil
Canada
United Slates of America (b)
Other

Total

2:5^ 
54300 

261.700
8300 

320300

2,900
53,700

251.600
8,800

317.000

600
9,600

56.100
1.700

69.000

500 
8.900 

56,700 
1,600 

67.700

1.700 
33300 

165.100
5.400 

205.400

1300 
32,800 

176300
4.900 

215.400

300 
3300 

19.600
800 

24.100

100 
3300 

28.700
600 

32.800

,4

AFRICA («eluding North Africa) —
South Africa
Zimbabwe
Other

Total

8,000
3.600
3,900

75300

9.100 
3,600 
4.200 

/Ó.900

1.800
700
800

3J00

1.600
600

1.000
3300

5.000
2300
2300
9.700

5.000
1.900
2.900
9300

600
300
200

1.100

500 
200
200 
900

ToUi (c) 2,080300 2314.900 4M300 S01,600 1,409,900 1,466,400 178400 199300

(•)Seep«n^pt»lan4 9of*eE«planitofyN<M«. (b) Include« Americ« imdeTuMd. (e) Include« other and not futed.
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TABLE 6 SHORT TERM MOVEMENT : DEPARTURES OF AUSTRALIAN RESIDENTS 
COUNTRY OF INTENDED STAY (a)

Country of intended stay
& ANTARCTICA^

Fiji
New Caledonia
New Zealand
Norfolk Island
Papua New Guinea
Vanuatu
Other

Total

Year ended 
31 December
¡9t9_______ ISSS.

Quarttr ended 
30Jane_

¡990 JS2L

January to 
Auguit 
1990 ____jm.

Month of 
August 
¡990 ___ _J2ai

J
s

93.900 
14300

297300 
12300 
34,400 
12,800
27300

492.400

102.000
14.900

320.200
14.200
34.000
17,200
27,400

529.900

24.000 
3,500

69.200 
3.400 
8,900 
3,100 
5.800

117,900

\9.2OO 
3.600

63.100 
4,400 
9.800 
4.200 
6.500 

109.700

63.700 
9200 

\952OO
7.800 

21,800
9300 

15,800 
323300

56200 
10,100

194,900 
10300 
24.600 
11,400
15300 

322.400

9,300 
1300

23300
700 

2,900 
1300 
1,400 

40200

8.100 
1300

26.600 
1.000 
2.800
1.400 
1.700

43.100

EUROPE & THE USSR ~~
Austria
Prance
Germany. Fed Rep 
Greece
Ireland, RepuUic of 
Italy
Netherlands
Poland
Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
United Kingdom 
Yugoslavia
Other

Total

MIDDLE EAST A NORTH AFRICA — 
Egypt 
Israel 
Ixbanon 
Turkey 
Other

Total

SOUTHEAST ASIA —
Indonesia
Malaysia 
Philippine« 
Singapore 
Thailand 
Other

Total

NORTHEAST ASIA — 
China
Hong Kong
Japan 
Korea 
Taiwan 
Other

Total

SOtTHERN ASIA —
India
Sh leinka
Other

Total

THE AMERICAS —
Canada
United Sutes of America (b)
Other

Total

AFRICA (excluding North Africa) —
South Africa
Other

Total

Tool (c)

6,400 
20300 
30.800 
31.700 
10.100 
41,600 
13300
5,400 
5.600
4300 
9.000 

237300
15300 
32.400

463.600

7.600
24.100
34.500
32,900
11,900
45.000
15.900
6.300
6,300
4.900
9.500

252,800
17.500
40.100

509200

2 ‘
7,300

10,400
14,300
3.800

17,800
5.600
3.000
2.000
1.700
3.300

81,800
7.200

15.600
176.100

\.9OO 
6,300 
9.900 

10.000
3.200 

12.400
4.900 
2.200 
1.400 
1,800
3.000 

69.700
4.000 

12.000 
142,700

5.300 
15,600 
22,900 
26.800
8.100 

33300 
11.000
4300 
4,400
3.600
6.400 

179.400
13.900 
30.600 

365.700

4.600 
14,200 
21.600 
20300
7300 

26.600 
10.100
3.900
3,700 
3.400 
6.200 

150,700
6,800 

24.100 
303500

800 
2.400 
3,900 
3300 
1.400 
5300 
1,800

300 
600 
500 
800 

30.700
1.700 
4300

58.400

600
2.100
3.000
2.600

900
4.000
1.400

300
500
400
600

20.100
500

2.400
39500

6,300 
6300 
5,000 
6,900 
7,100

31.400

4,900 
4,800 
7,700 
8,400
6,300

32.100

1.100 
1.800
2,400 
4,300 
2,200

11.800

1,200 
1,300
4,100
2,500
1,900 

ZZ.O«)

3200
3,700
5,700
7.000
4,900

24.400

2.100 
2.700 
7 800 
4.000 
4.000

20.600

400
200 
700 
800
400 

2^00

300
400

1.400
600
600

3,200

146,100 
62300 
41,900

117,800
86,600
7,100 

461.600

13,900 
116,800 
40,600
7,800

10,600 
300

190 000

23200 
3300 
7.900

34.600

30.100
247.200

15,800
293.100

11,600
9,200

20.900

158.000 
75,100 
40,500

105,500 
99.100

9.000 
487200

12,800
120,500
47.900 

8.000 
13.600 

400
203200

22,100
7,200
8,000

37300

32,500
300.200

15,400 
34«. ZOO

10.400
9.300

19,600

1,989300 2,169,900

39.400 
16.800
9.900 

24.600 
21.600

1.800 
114.100

41,000 
15.500
9,900

22,300
17.200
2,900 

108.700

103300 
44.900 
24.700 
67.000 
61300

4.900 
306.600

110,500 
40,800 
24.100 
58.700 
43.000
8,600 

285,700

\4200 
4.400
2.400
6.800
6.400

600 
35jOOO

15.800
4.800
2.600 
6300 
4.600 
1.100

35.100

3.000 
26.300 
12.500
2.400 
3.100 

100
47,300

4.300 
29.500 
12.400
2.200 
4.000

100 
52500

7200 
72300 
29300
4,900 
7.900

300 
121.800

9,000 
78300 
27.900
5.100 
9.800 

200
130500

900 
9.400 
4.000

600 
900 
100 

Z3.«00

1,100
10,100
2,700
1,000
1,100

161000

3.700
1.700
1,300
6,600

3,400 
1.600

900 
5.9iX)

11300
3,400
3,800

18,500

9,600
4200
3,100

76.800

1300
400
300

Z.900

1,100
400
200

1.700

9.900
79.900

2.400
92. ZOO

9.500
85.600
2.500

96,600

22^00
191,100

7300
220,700

i9.300
193.400

7.900
220,600

3200 
24300 

900 
2«.6iX?

2.900
23.900

900
27.600

2.600
2.000
4.600

1.700
2.400
4200

5.900
5.000 

lljOOO

4,900
6.300 

/Z200

700
800

200 
1,100 
IJOO

571,100 531,800 1393,400 1313300 lfl4300 IM.OOO

(l) See pangraphe 8 and 9 of the Eeplanatoiy Notea. (b) Includea America undefined, (c) Includea other and not auted.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This series of publications contains statistics of over- 

' 'S arrivals and departures in summary form for the latest
avu.l.lablc month during which the movement occurred.
More detailed statistics can be made available, on request, 
in unpublished form.

Scope
The statistics in this publication relate to the number 

of movements rather than the number of travellers (i.e. the
2.

multiple movements of individual persons during a given 
reference period are each counted scjwrately). The statis­
tics exclude the movements of operational air and ships' 
crew, of transit passengers who pass through Australia but 
arc not cleared for entry, and of passengers on pleasure 
cruisc.s commencing and finishing in Australia aboard 
ships not then engaged on regular voyages.

Hence the ABS has developed a new classification of 
countries called the Australian Standard Classification of 
Countries for Social Statistics (ASCCSS). In this clas­
sification, neighbouring countries are grouped into 
progressively broader geographic areas on the basis of so­
cial, cultural, political and economic similarities. As part 
of this process emphasis was given to developing aggrega­
tions which satisfied the requirements of Australian users. 
Unlike the previous UN classification, the ASCCSS does 
not take the conventional notion of continents as a con­
straint in the design of the classification structure. 
However, the base units of ASCCSS are broadly com­
patible with those of the UN classification and it is 
possible to aggregate statistics based on the ASCCSS to 
the UN classifications for purposes of compari,son. The 
ASCCSS has been applied to Overseas Arrivals and 
Departures statistics from January 1991. The major chan­
ges are as follows:

Definitions

Category of movement
Z. Category of movement is primarily determined by 
the traveller's selection of their own category on the pas-
3.

senger card. This selection is accepted provided it is 
consistent with other information on the passenger card.

Permanenl movement
4. Permanent arrivals (settlers) comprise travellers who
hold migrant visas, (regardless of stated intended period 
of Slay), New Zealand citizens who indicate an intention 
to settle and those who arc otherwise eligible to selllc 
(c.g. overseas bom children of Australian cilizens). Per­
manent departures arc Australian residents (including 
former settlers) who on departure state they do not intend 
to return to Australia.

Long-term movement
Z. Long-term arrivals comprise overseas visitors (ex­
cept those who hold migrant visas—see paragraph 4 
above) who intend to stay in Australia for 12 months or 
more and Australian residents reluming after an absciKC

• 'Africa' has been separated into two groups: 
‘Middle East and North Africa’ and Africa 
(excluding North Africa)' which includes all other 
African countries.

• There is no longer a single category ‘Asia'. 
Separate categories ‘Southeast Asia', ‘Northeast 
Asia’ and ‘Southern Asia’ have been created. 
‘Middle East’ countries formerly included in ‘Asia’ 
are now included in the new category ‘Middle East 
and North Africa’.

• ‘Cyprus’ has been included in Europe (formerly 
included in Asia).

• ‘Tahiti’ has been included with ‘French Polynesia’.

For more detailed information on the classification of 
countries refer to the ABS publication Australian 
Standard Classification of Countries for Social Statistics 
(1269.0).

5. Statistics on country of birth, residence or citizenship 
have certain limitations bccau.se of inadequate reporting
9.

of 12 months or more overseas. Long-term departures 
comprise Australian residents who intend to stay abroad 
for 12 monih.s or more and overseas visitors departing 
who stayed 12 months or more in Australia.

Short-term movement
6. Movements of travellers whose intended or actual

on pas.senger cards. For instance, it is not possible to 
identify separately England, Scotland and Wales. Similar­
ly ‘Korea’ includes both the Republic of Korea and the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. U.S.A, includes 
‘America (undefined)’. Germany refers lo all people who 
list country of birth as either ‘Germany, Feder^ Republic’ 
or ‘Germany, Democratic Republic’ as a result of the 
unification of Germany in 1990.

length of stay is less than twelve monih.s arc classified a.s 
short-term, except those who on arrival hold migrant vi.>as 
(see paragraph 4 above).

A significant number of travellers slate exactly 12 
months or one year as their intended period of stay. Many 
of these stay for less than that period and on their depar­
ture from, or return to, Australia arc therefore classified as

7.

short-term. To maintain consistency between arrivals and 
departures, movements of travellers who report their ac­
tual or intended period of stay as being one year exactly 
are randomly allocated to long-term or short-term, in 
proportion to the number of movements of u-avcllers who 
report their actual length of slay as up to one month more, 
or one month less, than one year.

Country of birth or residence
Z. Classifications previously u.sed in the ABS for social, 
demographic and labour statistics were adaptations of the 
United Nations (UN) country classification. Major

8.

Estimation method
10. Overseas arrival and departure statistics are derived 
from a combination of full enumeration and sampling. All 
permanent movements and all movements with a duration 
of stay of one year or more are fully enumerated and 
processed. All movements with a duration of stay of less 
than one year are sampled. Statistics relating to these 
movements are therefore estimates which nay differ from 
statistics which would have been obtained if details of all 
these movements had been processed.

11. The statistics in this publication have been rounded, 
to the nearest 1(X) for short-term movements and to the 
nearest 10 for permanent and long-term movements. In 
tables showing both short-term and permanent and long­
term movements the total movements have been rounded 
to the nearest 100. The sums of the components may, due 
to rounding, not add exactly to totals.

Australian users indicated that the UN classification did 
not meet their requirements for analytical purposes.

bccau.se
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Corrections and imputations
12. The imprecision due to sampling errors should not 
be confused with errors arising from imperfections in 
reporting, which may occur in any data collection, 
whether sampled or not. Every effort is made to minimise 
such errors, both through careful design of the passenger 
cards and through checks on the information once it is 
received. During the edit process some items are corrected 
where they conflict with other known information. Miss­
ing replies to certain items such as age and country of 
birth arc also imputed by reference to other related items.

V 13. Errors of this kind differ from discrepancies arising 
from the fact that certain information reflects the travellers 
intentions, at the time the passenger cards were com­
pleted. These intentions are of course subject to change. 
Particularly affected is the distinction between permanent 
and temporary movement and in the latter case, length of 
intended stay, country in which most time will be spent 
and purpo.se of journey.

Seasonal adjustment
14. Original and seasonally adjusted short-term overseas 
visitor arrivals and short-term Australian resident depar­
tures arc shown in Tables 1 and 2 respectively. In the 
.seasonally adjusted series, account has been taken of nor­
mal seasonal factors and ‘trading day’ effects (arising 
from the varying numbers of Sundays, Mondays, Tues­
days, etc. in the month) and the effect of movement in the 
date of Easter which may in successive years, affect 
figures for different months.

15. Seasonal adjusunent may be carried out by various 
methods and the results may vary slightly according to the 
procedure adopted. Accordingly, seasonally adjusted 
statistics should not be regarded as in any way definitive. 
In interpreting particular seasonally adjusted statistics it is 
important to bear in mind the methods by which they have 
been derived and the limitations to which the methods 
used are subject. The adjustment procedure used for the 
short-term visitor arrivals and resident departures data is 
an aggregative adjustment Prior to the July 1989 issue 
these data were adjusted at the category total level only 
(for visitor arrivals and resident departures separately). 
The aggregative method adjusts the major components 
.separately (in this instance, the main counuies of each 
category). The adjusted category total is obtained by sum­
ming the adjusted components. For more detail, contact 
the Supervisor, Time Scries Analysis, A.B.S. on (06) 
252 6103.

J

i

16. Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the es­
timated effects of normal seasonal variation from the 
scries so that the effects of other influences on the series 
may be more clearly recognised. Seasonal adjustment pro­
cedures do not aim to remove the irregular or 
non-scasonal influences which may be present in any par­
ticular month, such as the effect of major sporting and 
cultural events, changes in airfares structure and the fluc­
tuation of SA relative to other currencies. Irregular 
influences that are h ghly volatile can make it difficult to 
interpret the movement of the series even after adjustment 
for seasonal variation.

17. The seasonally adjusted series can, however, be 
smoothed to reduce the impact of the irregular component 
in the adjusted series There are a number of ways of ac­
complishing this, depending on the intended uses of the 
smoothed series. If importance is attached to measuring 
the underlying change in the most recent periods, moving 

averages employing appropriate weighting patterns should 
be adopted; the choice of averaging technique will deter­
mine in part the degree of smoothness of the derived 
scries. The longer the term of the moving average the 
longer is the time scries affected by revisions resulting 
from more recent data. In order to ensure that the under­
lying trend-cycle of a series is reflected in the trend 
estimate scries, the degree of smoothness alone cannot al­
ways be used as the sole criterion in determining which 
moving average is appropriate.

18. The trend estimate short-term overseas visitor ar­
rivals and short-term Australian resident departures 
statistics are shown in ."ables 1 and 2 respectively. The 
trend estimate ha,s been derived by applying a 13-tcnn 
Henderson-weighted moving average to the scries.

19. While this technique enable.s smoothed data for the 
latest period to be produced, it docs result in revisions to 
the smoothed scries, principally, of recent months as ad­
ditional observations become available. There may also be 
revisions a.s a result of the re-estimation of the seasonal 
factors. For further information concerning the smoothing 
process refer to an Information Paper A Guide to Smooth­
ing Time Series — Estimates of 'Trend' (1316.0).

20. With ihe opening of World Expo 88 in April 1988 
and at its conclusion in October 1988, abrupt dislocations 
occurred in the trend path of the short-term overseas 
visitor arrivals series. As different countries displayed 
varied limings of this effect, the trend path between April 
and October 1988 is suppressed. Estimates of the trend 
path are now available from November 1988 onwards.

21. The reliability of the provisional trend estimate for 
January 1991 may have been adversely affected by the 
presence of temporary irregular effects associated with the 
commencement of the Gulf War. However, these influen­
ces are not expected to affect the reliability of the 
seasonally adjusted series, because they are neither 
seasonal nor trading-day type influences.

Related publicalion.s
22. Comprehensive definitions and explanations, and 
detailed data are contained in:

Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia (3402.0)— 
issued quarterly
Overseas Arrivals and Departures, Australia (3404.0)— 
issued annually
23. Current publications produced by the ABS arc listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Unpublished statistics
24. As well as the statistics included in this and related 
publications, the ABS may have other relevant un­
published data available. Inquiries should be made to Mr 
Robert Chibnail on Canberra (06) 252 6671.

Symbols and other usages
— nil or rounded to zero
. . not applicable
r figures or scries rcvi.scd since previous issue

w. Mclennan 
Acting Australian Statistician

purpo.se
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