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WHOTJfilLE PRICE (BABIC MATEHIAIB AMD FOODeTUFFBi IHBEX MUMBEBS 

(Baas of each Index 1 Average of 3 years ended June, 1939 - IOO)

Bulo Material*

Metals 
and

Coal
(a)

Oils, 
Fats 

and
Waxes

Tex­
tiles

Chemi­
cals

Rubber 
and 

Hides

Build­
ing 

Mater­
ials

Total

Food­
stuffs 

and
Tobacco 

(h)

Basic Materials 
smd Foodstuffs
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1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39

1952-53 
1953-54 
1954-55
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 
1960-ai 
1961-62

1961-62- 
Nov. 
Deo. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
March 
April 
May 
June

1962-63- 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Mov. 
Deo.

96 
101 
103

392 
388 
391
404 
409 
398
392 
395 
399
392

393
393
393
390
390
390
392
389

389
387
389
389
387
387

99 
101 
100

234 
222 
214
220 
241 
238
231 
225 
222
212

211
211
211
211
211
211
211
211

211
211
210
210
208
208

118
100

82

607
566
510
456
520
437
362
403
387
400

385
385
386
402
410
410
410
410

405
390
390
400 

p4O5 
p420

99 
100
101

350 
323
314 
317
344 
349 
327
331 
331 
333

333
333
333
333
334
334
334
333

317
317
317
317
317
317

111
97 ,
92

224
191
246
328
302
280
293
379
341
302

99 
104
97

404 
363 
372
415 
463 
453 
423 
431
439 
439

99
102

99

350 
332
330
345
367
355
340
347
346
340

98 
102 
101

293
308 
315 
325
324 
325 
332
348 
372 
332

Goode
Prin­

cipally 
Im­

ported 
(°)

99 
102
99

292 
271 
277 
292 
311 
301 
283 
281 
278 
270

Oaods 
Prin­

cipally
Home 

Produced 
(Ak-

98 
101 
100

331
339
340
352
357
355
358 
375
394
363

Total 
All 

Croups 
(6)

99 
101 
100

319 
319 
322
334 
344 
339
336
348 
360 
336

To B* treated as strictly CONTIDENTIAL and SOT
oabled before MOON

-------- —--------Io be published, broadcast 
on THURSDAY, 7TH MARCH, I963.

WHOLESALE PRICE (BABIC MATERIALS AMD FOODSTUFFS) IHDEX

J AHU ARY, 1963

] • The summary overleaf oontaine particulars of
(Baslo Materials and Foodstuffs) Index '

or

the Wholesale Price
from 1936-37 to the preeent time.

2- '■ A list of the oommoditleB and other information
index is set out in Labour Beport Ho. 48, I96O.

------------- oonoemlng the
(See also paragraph 6 below.)

297
286
292
288
297
304
299
293

290
284
281
274
268
267

439
439
439
439
439
439
439
439

439
439
439 
439 
439 
439

339
339
339
339
340
340
340
339

322
326
329
329
328
327
330
337

272
270
268
267
269
267
271
269

354
358
36I
362
360
361
361
367

330
332
334
334
333
333
334
338

3. ComnioditioB in the index are priced in their primary or basic form
»bereyer possible and as nearly as may be at the point where they first rnsks 
effective impact on the Australian price structure. The prices of imported, 
goods, for instance, are on an ex-bond or into factoiy basis.

The prioee of imported

^>1® prices used have, in the main, been obtained directly from 
manufacturers and merohants. - •"— ‘— ■
Melbourne lources «

With a few important eiceptiona, they are from

337
335
336
336 

p334 
p335

342
346
342
342
337
340

269
270
270
272
272
272

370 
371
367
367 

p363 
p365

340
341
339
339 

p336 
p338

(a) The special purpose index number for the "Metals and Coal" group excluding Coal 
and Briquettes for December, 1962, is 431.

(b) Excluding potatoes and onions (see paragraph 6 overleaf). Index numbers including—----- ------- » -
potatoee and onions for December, 1962, — 

Foodstjuffs and Tobacco . 337
Goods'^rinoipally Home Produced ... p363 
Total All Groups.............................................. P336

arel-

(c) Represente only such imported commodities as are
Index and doee not measure changes in prices of all imports.

Includei in the Wholesale Prloe

P - preliminary, subject to revieion.

Document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician, and oontaine 
BtatistlcB or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth 
Statiatiolan pureuant to the Census and Statistioe Aot 19®5”'1949’

This

K.M. ARCHER
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAH

CfWmnCTTBiTjrH BUBEAU OF CEH3U8 AMI) 8TATI3TICS

CAMBEBBA, A.C.T. 313T JAMUABI, 1963

MOTEi-
Inouiries oonoemlng those Btatlstlos may be made in Canberra by telephoning

_ . ar-p-__ J_ ....... 4 -I-» 1 Vw + AT« Vl rtTÌ MIT +.h« OffiOfi Of
incuiriBB ------------ --- - -
UO413 Extension 455 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of
the Bureau of Census and Btatlstlos.

5* The weights are based on eetimates of the average annual \
consumption of the oommoditiee in Australia during the period 1928-29 tC
1934-35- The index la constructed on f-■ .....................

h
Í -û'*

uoiiQ tturiug ine periOQ to . -
the aggregative fixed weights formu]>>—

^4* During 1956, supplies and prices of potatoes and onions fluctuated
violently upwards and downwards between abnormally wide limits. These 
fluotuatlons were so great as to dominate the movement of the seotions of the 
index in which these items were included, namely, "Foodstuffs and Tobacco", 
Goods Prinoipally Home Produced" and "Total All Groups". In the oiroum-

Btanoea, neither seasonal adjustment nor oonverslon of the index to a 
"changing weights" formula oould be applied to eliminate these 
fluctuations. ‘ -

These

"Foodstuffs and Tobacco",
In the oircum-

..------ --- --------------- transient
Accordingly, in order to provide a representative meaeure of 

general trend in wholesale prioee, the index was reoonatructed as from the 
base period by omitting potatoee and onions.

Consideration is being given to the enlargement of the index to 
oover additional groups and to revision of the weighting pattern of the Index.
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WHnT.FflALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AMD FOODSTUFFS) INDEX BUMBlgB 

(Baea of each Index 1 Average of 3 ?«»« ended June, 1939 - 100)

Baslo Materials

Metals 
and 

Coal 
(a)

Oils, 
Fats 
and

Waxes

Tex­
tiles

Chemi­
cals

Rubber 
and 

Hides

Build- 
irqj 

Mater­
ials

Total

Food­
stuffs 

and 
Tobaooo 

(b)

1936-37• 
1937-38 
1938-39

1952-53 
1953-54 
1954-55 
1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 
I96O-6I 
1961-62

1961-62- 
Dec. 
Jan.
Feb.
March 
April 
May 
June

1962-63- 
July 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Deo. 
Jan.

96
101
103

392
388
391
404
409
398
392
395
399
392

393
393
390
390
390
392
389

389
387
389
389
387
387
387

99 
101 
100

234 
222
214
220 
241 
238
231 
225 
222
212

211
211
211
211
211
211
211

211
211
210
210
208
208
208

118
100

82

607
566
510 
456 
520 
437 
362 
403 
387 
400

385
386
402
410
410
410
410

405
390
390
400
405 

P42O 
p458

99
100
101

350 
323
314 
317
344 
349 
327
331 
331
333

111
97
92

224
191
246
328
302
280
293
379
341
302

99 
104

97

404
363 
372 
415 
463 
A53 
423 
431
439
439

99 
102
99

350
332
330
345
367
355
340
347
346
340

98 
102 
101

293 
308
315 
325 
324
325 
332 
346
372 
332

Goods 
Prin­

cipally 
Im­

ported

99 
102

99

292 
271 
277 
292 
311 
301 
283 
281 
278 
270

Basic Materials 
and Foodatuffs

Goods
Prin­

cipal ly 
Home 

Produced.
—L8.).

98 
101 
100

331
339
340
352 
357 
355 
358 
375 
394 
363

Total 
All 

Groups 
(8)

99 
101 
100

319 
319
322 
334
344
339 
336 
348
360 
336

i

To be treated

caamwMLTH wfiu or cwaua ato MjATTayrea 

CiHIWt, AUaTBiLrs

S.1.219

on mniAT, 18T AIBIL, I963.

WHOLBSALE PRlCg (BASIC MATERIATJl AND TOOMTUFFa)

FKBHUAinr, 1963

¿■4 /_ •“■■“7 overleaf oontalna partloulare of 
Prioe (Ba.io Materiala and Foodstuff.) Ind« “ 
time*

2.

DnaB

the Ibolesale
froa 1936-37 to the present

A. list of tbs ooeaodlties and other inforaatlon-------- - wiiwHux KxvB toa oiner 
index ie sat out In Labour Report Mo. 48, I960, 
below.)

------------------ MMamlng Who 
(Sea also paragrq^ 6

333
333
333
334
334
334
333

317
317
317
317
317
317
317

286
292
288
297
304
299
293

290 
284 
281
274 
268 
267
259

439
439
439
439
439
439
439

439
439
439
439
439
439
439

339
339
339
340
340
340
339

326
329
329
328
327
330
337

270
268
267
269
267
271
269

358
361
362
360
361
361
367

332
334
334
333
333
334
338

fñr» "* P'i"*» 4“ thalr prlmaxy or baale
fo™ whsravar potsibls and aa naarly as may be at tha polnt wbara tbav «mw 
“*^*_*^^*°4^** 4"¡»ol on tha Auatrallan prioe atruotura. “■ • -
importad geoda, for Inetanoa, The prioee of

I, are on an ex-bond or Into factory bacia.

i , T*“ PFl®«* uawi have, in the main, bean obtained dlreetlv 
from manufaoturere end narebante. F.*i. - _____4.__4. ____ ***

ftfoo Molbouzn* Murooo.
With B f«v important «xeeptioMi thoy

337
335
336
336
334 

P335 
p337

342
346
342
342
337
340

P343

269
270
270
272
272
272

p274 I

370
371
367
367
363 

p365 
p368

340
341
339
339
336 

P338 
P34O

X, «PW baeed on eetimatee of the average annual
° iuring the period 1928-29

fonnu^ ^5' ““"•truoted on the aggregative fixed salghte

(a) The epecial purpose index number for the "Metals and Coal” group excluding Coal 
and Briquettes for January, I963, is 43I.

;

»uppllaa and prioee of potatoes and onions 
Thïsl^ i upwards and downwards betwssn abnoiaally wide limite.
Theee fluotuatlone sere co great ae to dominata the oovaMnt of the 
sections of the index in whlob these items ' ~seoxxons or the index in whlob theee Iteme were Inoluded, namely. "Food­
stuffs and Tobaooo , "Goode Prlnolpally Home Produoed" and "Totil All
Oroun«** Tb A..______ --xx... . •«»•*•**Oroups".

(b) Excluding potatoes and onions (see . _ _
potatoes and onione for January, 1963, arei- 

Foodstuffs and Tobacco .......... ...... .
Goode Principally Home Produoed 

Total All Groups .............................. .

paragraph 6 overleaf). Index numbers including

• p338
• p364
• P338

In the olroumatanoaa, neither eeaeonal «a jm^^nt 
the Index to a "changing weights" formula oould ho spiled to 

. .. X 4.4 ----------- ■■ ”--4—tlsn;. Aoeordlngly, In order to
a representative meaeure of general trend in wholeeale prioee, an.
vas rBOOnitnintad ■■ ««.«a.. diV* ___ x

vsrsion of the index to nor oon-

sliBinate these transient fluctuations.

TOO reoonetruoted ae from the baae period by omitting potatoes an¿ 
onionsa

(0) Represente only euoh imported oommoditiee as áre inoluded in the Wholesale Price 
' ' _ . --.I. _____ _ ...V.-ae 4»^ •r,•»•^rtaa (if fill 1 m-nn-rts .ilcpA WD w* V... ---—ri T 1 • X

Index and does not measure changes in prioes of all importe.

p - preliminary, subject to revision.

Thio Document is publiehed by the Commonwealth Statistician, end contains 
statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the Commonwealth 
Statistician pursuant to the Censúe and Statistics Aot 1905-1949.

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

K.M. ARCHER
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN

CANBERRA, A.C.T. 7TH MARCH, 1963

NOTEi- Inquiries oonoeming these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
------- -IP-.. 4KR In onnh State caoital. by telephoning the office ofUO4I3 Extension 455 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of

the Bureau of Census and Statistics.

7.
Í " 3 APt; 1363

'’•4“« given to the enlargeaent at Ht» index
to cover additional groups and to revision of the «elefatinjr oati 
the index. -o i™
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