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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

an

w

increase of 3 per cent over 1989 (41.383).In 19Qri there were 42 635 divorces granted throughout Australia, — ,
increased slightly from 2.46 per 1,000 populauon in 1989 to 2.50 in 1990.The cnxlc divorce rate

Age and mariul status specific divorce rates
The age and marital status specific divorce rates (per 1,000 mamcd males and females) have shown only smalland marital status speciiit ui»«tc ------------------------------- - .mid 1980s In 1^ the overall divorce rate per 1,000 mamcd populauon was 10.9 cornj^ 

UK, iiiiu ___ -Yft ..._______ Kzxik moUe HQ 7 nerchanges since
10.6 in 1986 and 10.8 in 1989. Divorce rates are highest at ages 25-29 years for both males and females (19.7 per
;and »3 ^r 1,000 mamed wom^n tn 1990). For age groups up to 30 years, thvorce i^-s are 

females than males, and for age groups 30 years and over, rates among females are lower. Thishigher among ---------------- -------- - — - - ■ . - .
reflects the older age at marriage among men compared with women.

ACE AND MARITAL STATUS SPECIFIC DIVORCE RATES 
PER 1,000 MARRIED POPULATION. IWO

-------- Mau*

Kale 
25 n

50-54 5 5-59 Ô0*

The rates for males for all age groups from 25 to 59 years increased slightly compared with 19^. with Jk 
(TTpuest increase being in the 25 to 29 age group, from 19.1 divorces per thousand mamed men in 1989 to 19. 
WO Females showed a slightly different pattern with increa.ses in all age groui^ The greatest increase for worn
was in the under 25 age group with 18.3 divorces per 1,000 married women
increase of 1.4 per l,()00.

in
The greatest increase for women 

1990 compared with 16.9 in 1989, an

Age at divorce and duration of marriage
The median age at divorce for both males and females continued to increase m 1990. The median age a 

divorce foTm^es was 38 2 years in 1990 compared with 37.9 years - — »■-- merimn aces I
females were 35.3 years and 35.1 years respectively. The median age............................................................................... .

for males and 22.1 years for females; also showing an increase when compared with 1989 (24.5 years and24.7 years
22.1 years respectively.)

The median duration of marriage was 10.1 years in 
duration of marriage was 10.2 years.

in 1989 while corresponding median ages for
at marriage of divorcing persons in 1990 was

1990, showing little change from 1989 when the median

The median duration between marriage a.nd separation was 7.3 years remaining 
couples who mamed ten years ago, about 18 per cent of these marriages
1990.
Marital status at marriage

are
the same as for 1989. Of all the

estimated to have ended in divorce by

The Zinion of men divorcing who had previously been divorced increased from 15.6 per cent in 1989 to 
16.2 per cent^in 1990. A similar trend was evident for women. In 1990 there ^ere 15.3 per cent of women 
divorcing who were previously divorced compared with 14.7 per cent in 1989.

Children involved in divorce
There were 44,913 children who were dependents of parents divorcing in 1990. For the first time since 1982Thi're were 44 913 children wno were aepenocnu ui ... ------

there has been a slight mcrease in the percentage of fo/
55.6 per cent compared with 55.3 per cent in

Uivutvvo iinvKw«^ ... - ---------- ■ -
1989. Ifowever the average number of children per divorce, lorwas 55.6 per cent compared wttn op.j per tem ------------------------- --

those divorces including children, has remained at 1.9 children per divorce since 1983.
The child involvement rate (the number of children under 18 years involved in divorces 1,000 populauon 

under 18 years) was 9.9 in 1990 compared with 9.5 in 1989. This is the first increase since 1982.

fli
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TABLE 1. DIVORCES : SLMMARY(»), STATES AND TERRITORIES, IWO

NSWfb) Vtc Qlà(b) SA WA Tat

PERSONS

B

ACT Aitrtraita

Dfvereea granted
Crude divorce ra^ (per 1 .(XX) 

pupulatran)

12,414 10,406 5,509 1,066 5345 1,170 421 42335

2.1 24 2.9 28 24 2.6 2.7 (b) 15

Median duraran of marnage (yean) 9.3 10.0 10.4 10.3 11.2 10.1 10.2 10.7 10.1

Median interval between mamage 
and final separation (yean) 6.5 7.3 1.5 80 1.1 7.6 68 8.0 7.3

Dtvorcu Mvolvutg children — 
Number
Percentage of total divorces
Average issue

6340
50.3 

1.9

5,712
54.9

1.9

5.(35%
59.4

1.9

2345
57.7

1.9

2371
59.1 

1.9

721
61.6
20

239
56.8

1.9

1,121 
62.1

1.9

23.1(n
55.6

19

Applicant — 
Husbaiul 
Wife 
Jotnl

4,817
6,050
1347

4.037
4.971
1,398

3.142
4.541

826

1.401
2,238

427

1,111
1.470
1364

448
654

68

158
178

85

B 634
859
311

15.748
20.961

5.926

HUSBAND

Age specific divorce rate — 
Age group (years) —

Under 25

30-34
35-39 ■
40-44 I
45-49
50-54
55 and over

Ï.Q 
1.^ 

\0.b 
10.5 
9.0 
8.2 
5.8 
1.9

1.0
8.7

12.2
11.5
10.3
9.0
6.7
2.1

1.0
10.4
14.4
14.3
13.3
11.1
8.8
3.0

1.0
9.8

13.8
14.7
13.9
10.6
7.1
22

0.7
6.9

10.9
10.9
10.7
9.7
7.2
2.5

I 2 
11.2 
13.2 
12.8 
11.7 

g 8.5 
7.1 
1.8

04
5.1

11.5
120
12.4
12.7
7.9
4.6

(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b)

1.0
8.9

12.3
12.2
11.0
9.5
7.0
23

Martial staliU at marriage 
Never mamed 
Widowed 
Divorced 
Total

(«umher)-—
10,303

95 
2,016 

¡2.414

8.749
98 

1,559 
/0.406

6,929
85 

1.495 
8.509

3,351
43

672
4,066

3,154
42

649
3.845

975
12

183
1.170

342
3

76
421

1326
13

265
1.804

35,329
391 

6,915 
42.63S

Median age (years) — 
at marriage 
at final separation 
at decree made absolute

25.2
35.2
38.0

24.7
35.1
37.8

24.3
35.6
38.5

24.3
35.3
37.9

24.6
35.5
38.8

23.9
34.5
37.0

25.8
36.4
39.7

24.3
35.6
38.2

24.7
35.3
38.2

WIFE

specific divorce rate 
Age group (years) —

Under 25 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45 49 
50-54 
55 and over

2.3 
n.3 
11.0
9.7 
8.5
6.8 
4.3 
0.8

12.0 
H.9 
11.3
9.5 
7.2 
4.9 
1.0

2.8
15.1
15.1
13.4
11.8
9.5
6.5
1.5

2.7 
14.9 
14.8
13.1
12.5
8.2 
4.5 
1.1

1.8 
10.8 
11.3 
11.2 
10.4
7.6 
4.9
1.3

27 
15.4 
126 
121 
10.8
7.0 
5.2 
0.7

1.3 
9.6

12.7 
13.0 
13.0
10.5 
7.2 
1.7

(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b) 
(b)

2.5 
12.8 
127 
11.6 
10.3
7.8 
5.1 
1.1

Martial status at marriage 
Never married 
Widowed
DivotcckI 
Total

faumher) —
10370

109
1.935

12.414

8,831
114

1.461
10,406

7.035
136 

1,338 
8.509

3,351
51

664 
4116Ó

3,\1\
53

621
J.845

968
20

182 
¡.170

346
5

70
42/

1312
25

267
1,804

35384
513 

6338 
42.635

Median ag2 (yean) — 
at marriage 
u final separation 
M decree made absolute

12 b
32.2
35.1

22.2
324
35.2

21.7
324
35.3

21.7
324
35.0

220
328
360

21.5
31.9
34.5

23.0
33.0
362

21.8
32.8
35.5

221
32.4
35.3 r

(a) See Explanatory N<j«a f« defuuoans of the tenna used, (h) See paragripha 1 and 8 of Explanatory N'oiea.
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TABLE L DIVORCES : STATES A5D TERRITORIES. lOtl TO IWO

years —
1961
1966
1971
1976
1981
1986

3.156 
4JÎ5 
5a.467 

22.147 
14.51? 
11.661

Vji. SiU. JSúL

1,248
2,131
3.072

16.625
9.769
9.670

77Ç 
1.031 
1.404 
9.611 
6.470 
7.042

718 
1.069 
1,264 
6,142 
4.132 
3.776

466
637

1.064
4.818
3.481
4.001

286
317

1.758
1.139

23
58

Í93 
381

101

1,516
1,641

6.712 
9.859 

J2JH7 
63.230 
41.412 
39.417

Ammu/ totab — 
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

11,871
11.661 
12.044 
11,880 
12,743
12.414

9,688 
9.670 
9,626

10.250 
10J53 
10.406

aj6.8l6 
(a)7.O42 
(»*6.918 
(»>7.690 
(a)7.123 
(»>8.509

4.216 
3,776 
4.050 
4.031 
3.740 
4.066

4.039 
4.001 
4.044 
3,9W
4.089 
3.845

1.169 
ÎJ545

1,220
1,269
1.170

301 
■*81 
328 
275 
4A5 
421

1.730 
1,641 
1.60' 
1.697
1.731 
l.tMM

39.8,30
39.41?
39.725
41,007
41.383
42.635

(a) See pentrepha 7 «niU ei Eepl»n«ur> S«»
TABLE 3. DIVORCES : CRUDE DIVORCE RATES, PER 1,000 POPl LA12«N^STATES AND TERRITORIES I-»*! TO IWH

Vlt. J2ÍÍ. JiA. __ *4. .iai.

Census years — 
1961
1966
1971
1976
1981
1986

08 
1.1

45
28 
2 1

0.4
0.7

0.5
0.6

0.7 
10

0.6 
08

08 
0.9

0.9 
10

4 4
2.5
2.3

46
2.8
2.7

4 8
3 1
2.8

27
2 8

4 3
27 
2 8

4.3
3.2
2.6

(a* 
(a) 
(a) 
(a*

0.6 
09

4 5
28
25

A/inuú/ rates — 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988
1989 
1990

2.2
2.1 
2-1
2.1
2.2
2.1

2.4
2.3 
2 3
2.4
2.4
2.4

(a) 2.7 
(a) 2-7 
(1)2 6
(a) 2.8 
(a) 2.5 
(a) 2 9

3 1
2 8
2.9
2.9
2.6
2.8

2 9
2.8
27
2.6
26

2.7 
28
2.5
V
2 8
2.6

2.1 
26
2.1
18 
28 
2.7

(a) 
(a)

(a)
(a)
(a)

24

2.5
2.5

(•) See peieinph« 7 «nd 8 of E»pi»n«u»> Sou«

TABLE 4 DIVORCES AGE AND MARITAL
SPECIFIC DIVORCE RATES PER 1,000 M ARRIED PtJPl LATIOS (•),

Alt tronc fuarsi
Under
25liiL 25 2<L 5054 35 J9- _ 

HVSBASD
40-44 45^9 55-59

00 and
Total

years —
1961
1966
1971
1976
1981
1986

1.3
2.5

17,9
13.8
12.1

3.6
6.7

31.6

1S6

7.6

8
18.9
17.1

39
6.9

3.3
6.6

239
16.2
14.8

21.2 
13,5 
13.3

2.8 
5.3
4.5 

186 
10.9 
11.1

2,3 
46

M.Q
8.3
8.3

1.6
3 4

111
5,4
5.4

0.7 
12

5-0
2.3
2.1

2.8
37
4.2

18.9 
119
10.7

A»w»u**/ rates 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990

12-3
12.2
12.9
119

18.6 
18-6 
18.7 
193 
19.1 
19.7

17-8 
17.1 
17.8
18.3
17.9
18.2

158
14.8
15.0
15.6
15.3
15.7

WIFE

134 
13.3 
130 
13.3
13 4 
13 6

107 
11.1 
10.8 
no 
11-1
11.5

8.3
7.8
80
8 1
85

5.6

5.1
5-2
5.5
5.6

2 1
2.1
2.0
2.1
2.0

10.9 
10.7
10.6 
10 8 
108 
109

-vears —
1961
1966
1971
1976
1981
1986

2.3
3.9
3 6

18.0 
159

7.7

31 4
22.0
18.5

4.2
7.3

34
6 1

.Aummoí ratts —
1: 3 
15.9 
16.6 
16.8 
16.9 
18.3

19.0
18.5
18.9
196 
19.5 
2a3

26.9 
169 
15.8

22.0
14.7
13.7

3,1 
5.7
46 

19-2 
11 8 
12.0

2 5 
47

16.0
8.9
9.5

34
30

12.6
6.2
6.0

1.2
26

8 8
4 1
3.7

0.6 
0.9

40 
1.7 
15

2.8
3.8 •
4.2

18 8.
11.9
10.6

16.5
15.8
16.0
16.6
16.3
16.5

14.4
13.7
13.8 
14.1 
14 1 
143

12.1 
12.0 
11 8 
12.0
12.3 
12.5

9.0
9.5
9.2 
94
9.2
9.6

5.7
6.0
5.7
5.7
6.1
6.3

3-8 
Z.l 
3.5 
36 
3.6 
3.6

1.6
1.5
1.5
14

1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990 ----- ------------------------------------ —------ - -------------- , , .

k« cahmin, ™in«l pe«»« «fed bc-ee« 15 md 14 hew been included a ihe dooemB»««

1.3

10.9
10.6
10.6
10.8 
108 
10.9



4

a
TABLE 5. DIVORCES RELATIVE ages of parties at date w marriage. AVSTRALIA. low

iI
It 
11It 
1^

A<c grifup 
of hatband 
fygarii

Vndcf 20 
2024 
25’29 
30^34 
35 39 
40 44 
45 49
50 and ovCT

TiPlalU)

iaj liKkwk» ar « mamagc-

A^< ff«»» of »ilfr -Man)

h

I’

Ceruus yeari 
1961 
1966 
1971 
1976 
1981 
1986

C’ruier
20

2.116 
7.022 
1371

285 
74 
30

H

10.932

TABLE 6 UIVOHl KS

Annual totali ■— 
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

Census years 
1961 
1966 
1971 
1976 
1981 
1986

An/iuoi totals--^ 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990

^•24
562 

10,851
5.614
1.426

366
127
37
35

25-29
64 

1.223 
2.682 
1.498

606
237

80

JO 34
8

237
643
854
595
257 
142
95

35-39 40-U 45-^9
50a*«J

ovgr

19.042 6,472 2337

293 Q
411
307
169
130

1,550

78 
118 
236 
163 
125

780

24
47
62

115
178

<37

6
10
19
41
49

336

467

: A<;E of PARTUS AT DATE OF MARRIAGE, PF RCENTAliF DISI RIBITIOA,
AISTRALIA. 1961 TO 1990

Aiea group iytarn.

__ 22.

6.5 
7,8

-liU 
11,3 
103 
76

82
76
7.3
6.9
66
6,5

30.7 
33.7
38 0 
39,0
37,3
30.5

31 9
30 5
28.8

26 4
25.6

(■) Include. Ige et date of in«n*ge. Soa .Ulcd

20i-f JO 34 
HVSBASn

3ÌÌS. 40-44
50 and

457 
4'’ 5

53 » 
53.4 
49.0

503 
49.0 
48 0
47.7 
469 
45.6

43.0
43 4
43.3
43.5
44 2

440 
44 2
44 7

449 
44.7

26 4
25 6

20 4
20.8
230

22,7
23.0
23,9
24.2
24,3
24 S

13 8
12.6

9 3 
102 
12,7

12-1
12.7
13 5
13 8
14.'’
15,2

Total (a)

2J53 
19.443 
10 567
<.<78

1,302
769
990

12.635

Total
avtr numlur (al

A/ition
flgg

102 
95 
7,7 
bl
7 1 
9.3

5,0 
4.1

2 4
25

12 
1 4

14
I 4

32
3.2
45

1.9
1.9
2-3

12 1.7
22

6.712
9.859

12.947
63.2.30
41.412
39.417

246
24 3

23 4
23 5
242

8.5
9.3
9,6
9.5
9.9

10.5

'wife'

4 1 
45
4.5
4.8
5.0
5.3

22 
2.3 
26 
2.7 
2 9
3.1

1.7 
1 6 
17 
16 
18

2 2 
2.2 
2-3

24
2.3

39,830
39.417
39.725
41,007
41,383
42.635

24 0 
242 
24.3 
24.4

24.7

59
4.9

2.9
2.7

1.4
14

0.7 
0.8

34
38
5.5

1.9
2.0
29

1.2

15

0-8 
0.7 
0.9

0.9 
0.7

_QJ 
0.9 
10 
1.2

6.712 
9.859

12.947 
63,230 
41,412 
39.417

21.8 
21 4

_2LQ 
21.0 
20.9 
21.6

5-3
55
5.8
6.1
6.1
6.7

2,7 
2,9 
32 
33 
3.5
36

1.5
1.5
16
1.8
1.8
1.8

0.9 
09
1 0 
0.9 
1.0 
1.0

1.2
1,2
1.1
12

39.830
39.417
39.725
41.007
41.383
42.635

21-4
21.6
21.7
21.8
21.9
22.1
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TABLE 7. DIVORCES : RE.’ Al IVE ACES OF PARTIES AT DATE DF-CREE MADE ABSOLÌTE> AVSTRALLA. 1**^

Afs 
of husband 
{years)

Under 25 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60 and over

Under
25

708
1.671

450
109
37
11

3
5
7

25-29
233 

3,856 
3,556

886
254

80 
38 
16
15

30-34
31

622 
3.803 
3,103

864
243

86 
34
27

Total (a) 3,010 8,949 H,&30

(a) Includm age at date decroe made abaoiulc. N« tuied

A<« (ytars)

35-39
9"

139
693 

3,150 
2.639

603
213

76
63

73«

40-44 5C-54 55-59
dC and 

over Total (a)

TABLE 9. DIVORCES ; MARITAL STATUS OF PARTIES AT DATE OF MARRIAGE AND DURATION OF MARRIAGE, 
AUSTRALIA, 1990 

39
151
577

2.824
2.027

508
163
90

63»7

13
33

114
416

1.592
1.093

323
164

3.755

34 
86

202 
839 
568 
291

5 
22 
41

137 
411 
367

1
19
41
88

817

989 
6.358 
8.715 
7,992 
7.159 
4.827 
2.965 
1.69,5 
1.852

2,032 9H6 983 42,635

Duration of 
mamage 
{years)

1 and under 2 
2 and under 3 
3 and tmder 4
4 and under 5 
5 and under 6
6 and under 7 
7 and tmder 8
8 and iBider 9 
9 and tmder 10 
10 and under 14 
15 arxl under 19 
20 and under 24
25 and under 29 
30 and over

Never 
married__

1.905 
2.155 
2,253 
2.132
2.000 
1,909
1.754 
1330
5,865 
5,108
4.120 
2335
1,899

Husbar^

IFidowd 
i? 
38 
46 
35 
24 
30 
27 
13 
19 
78

22 
8
8

Divorced 
1^ 
581 
646 
639 
637 
593 
532 
496 
459 

1.426 
440 
187 

80 
50

Total
620 

2324 
2,847 
2,927 
2.793 
2.623 
2.468 
2363 
2,008 
7,369 
5376 
4329 
2.323 
1.957

Never 
married

452"
1.904
2,183 
2.288
2,192 
2.035
1.943
1.734 
1,570
5.836 
5.144 
4,157
2,254 
1.885

Wtdoived

58
43
45
33
32

26
32

101
34
29

9

Divorced
Tir 
562 
621 
594 
568 
556 
483 
503 
406 

1.432 
398 
143 
62 
63

Total

2,524 
2.847
2.927 
2,793 
2.623 
2.468 
2,263 
2,008 
7369 
5376
4,329 
2,323 
1,957

TABLF « DIVORCES • AGE OF PARTIES AT DATE DECREE MADE ABSOLlTi; PERCENTAGE; DlSTRIBri ION.
TABLE 8. DIvUKt . Aor. «t'dai lA 1961 TO 1990AUSTRALIA, 1961 TO 1990

Total (a)
(a) Includes duration of mamage. Not stated.

35329 391 6,915 42.635 35,584 513 6.538 42,635

Age group
Under
___21 25 29 30 34 35 39 40-44

HUSBAND
45^9 30-.M 3519

60 and 
o>rcr.

Total Median
number (aL j2££ TABLE 10. DIVORCES : MARITAL STATUS OF lUXRTIES AT DATE OF MARRIAGE, PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, 

AUSTRALIA. 1961 TO 1990

Cenjur yeorr 
1961 
1966 
1971 
1976 
1981 
1986

2.0
2.8

5.6
4.9
3.4

12.2
13.6

20.1
16.8

20.3
16.0

19.1
22.5
19.9

19.4
17.2
14.4
14.3
16.6
19.4

14.6
16.5

11.3
11.9
14.6

12.2
12.1

10.4
8.5

10.3

8.5
9.9

8.0
6.7
6.6

4.9
6.0

4,8
4.1 
4 4

4.7 
5-8

___4J 
49 
3.9 
4.4

6.712 
9,859

12.947 
63,230 
41,412 
39.417

38.6 
40.1 
37.9 
362
35.5 
37.5

Annua/ 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990

totals -~-
3.7
3.4
3.1
2.7
2.6
2.3

16.8
16.8
16.4
16.1
15.5
14.9

20.7
19.9
20.7
20.7
20.4
20.4

20.1
19.4
19.2
19.2
18.8
18.7

WIFE

14.0 
146 
15.3 
16.0 
16.5 
16.8

10.0
10.3
10.2
10.3
10.8
11.3

6.1
6.6
6.3
6.4
6.6
70

4.5

4.0
4.0
4,1
4.0

4.3
4.4
4.6
4.3
4.4
4.3

39.830
39,417
39.725
41.007
41.383
42.635

31.2
31.5
31.5
37,6
37.9
38.2

Ceorur years — 
1961
1966
1971
1976
1981
1986

Never 
married Widowed Divorced

Total 
number (al

Never
Widawtd

Total 
Divorced number (a)

67.5 
90.7 
91 6 
91.9 
89.4
84.4

1.8
2.1

1.6

1.3

5.2
7.2
67
6.4
9.4

14.3

6.712 
9,859

12.947 
63,230 
41.412 
39,417

69.8 
88.6 
90.6 
91 2
89.1 
84.8

2.3
2.9

2.0
1.6
1.6

6.9
8.5
7.4
6.8
9.3

13.5

6,712 
9,859

12.947 
63,230 
41,412 
39.417

Census years — 
1961 
1966 
1971 
1976 
1981
1986

7.8
8.9

13-8 
13.3 
9.8

184
18.3

24.3
24.3
21.2

20.1 
16.7
17.0 
17.8 
20.8
20.2

17.3 
15.9

-lie 
12-8 
14.9 
18.1

13.6
14.8

_L15
9.8

10.0
12.5

10.2
10.9
10-4
84
6.5
8.2

5.5
7.2

2.9

6.3
4.7
4.5

3.5
2.8
26

2.8
3.3

30
2.3
2.5

6.712 
9,859

12.9^7 
63,230 
41.412 
39,417

35.8
36.9
34.4
33.1
32.8
34.7

Annual loiab—~ 
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

85.3
84.4
83.8
83.6
83.4
82.9

1.8
1.3

l.O
1.0
0.9

13.0
14.3
15.0
15.3
15.6
16.2

39,830
39.417
39.725
41,007
41.383
42.635

85.8
84.8
84.6
84.2
84.1
83.5

1.9
1.6
1.4

1.2
1.2

12.3
13.5
14.0
14.4
14.7
15.3

39,830 
39.417 
39,725 
41.007
41.383 
42.635

(a) Includes manul ataius. Not atued.

TABLE 11. DIVORCES : MEDIAN DURATION (YE.5RS) OF .MARRIAGE AND MARITAL STATUS OF PARTIES AT DATE OF 
\L\RR1AGE. AUSTRALIA, 1961 TO 1990

Annual totals — 
1985 
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

9.9 
98
9.2
8.3
7.4
7.1

21.5
21.2
21.4
21.6
21.3
21.0

20.8
20.2
20.5
20.8
20.6
20.7

18.3
18.1
17.9
17.8
18.0
17.8

12.0 
12.5
13.2 
138 
14.5 
15.0

7.5
8.2
8.1
8.3
8.4
8 8

4.2
4.5
4.3
4.2
46
4.8

2.8 
26 
2.5 
2-4
2.4 
2.3

2.6
2.5
2.6
2.4
2.5
2.3

39.830 
39,417 
39.725 
41.007 
41,383 
42.635

34.4

34.7
34.8 
35 1 
35.3

(a) Includes age at date decree made absolute. Not stated.

Census years — 
1961 
1966 
1971
1976
1981 
1986

Never 
married

llushanii

Widowed
Total

Divorced number fa)
Never 

married.

_VVi/k_

Wuiowed
Total

Divorced number (a)

n.a.
14.3

11.4
10.7
11.9

n.a.
11.2
10.1111
9.0 i
6.2 ®
6.6

n.a.
11.8

^^.5
5.7
6.6

n.a.
14.0

_12J
11.2
10.2
10.6

n.a.
14.4

11.4
10.7
11.8

n.a.
12.0

n.a.
11.4

9.7
7.6
7.4

9.8
5.9
6.7

n.a.
14.0
12.7
11.2
10.2
10.6

Annual medians — 
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

11.8
11.9
11.5
11.3
11.3

66
6.6
6.8
6.7
6.8
7.3

6.3
6.6
6.7
6.8
7.3
7.3

10.6
10.6
10.2
10.1
10.2
10.1

11.7
11.8
11.4
11.3
11.2
11.0

7.2
7.4
7.1
8.4
8.0
7.6

6.5
6.7
6.8
6.9
7.3
7.4

10.6
10.6
10.2
10.1
10.2 
10-1

(a) Includes mantal suius. Not stated.
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TABLE 7. DIVORCES : RE.’ Al IVE ACES OF PARTIES AT DATE DF-CREE MADE ABSOLÌTE> AVSTRALLA. 1**^

Afs 
of husband 
{years)

Under 25 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50-54 
55-59 
60 and over

Under
25

708
1.671

450
109
37
11

3
5
7

25-29
233 

3,856 
3,556

886
254

80 
38 
16
15

30-34
31

622 
3.803 
3,103

864
243

86 
34
27

Total (a) 3,010 8,949 H,&30

(a) Includm age at date decroe made abaoiulc. N« tuied

A<« (ytars)

35-39
9"

139
693 

3,150 
2.639

603
213

76
63

73«

40-44 5C-54 55-59
dC and 

over Total (a)

TABLE 9. DIVORCES ; MARITAL STATUS OF PARTIES AT DATE OF MARRIAGE AND DURATION OF MARRIAGE, 
AUSTRALIA, 1990 

39
151
577

2.824
2.027

508
163
90

63»7

13
33

114
416

1.592
1.093

323
164

3.755

34 
86

202 
839 
568 
291

5 
22 
41

137 
411 
367

1
19
41
88

817

989 
6.358 
8.715 
7,992 
7.159 
4.827 
2.965 
1.69,5 
1.852

2,032 9H6 983 42,635

Duration of 
mamage 
{years)

1 and under 2 
2 and under 3 
3 and tmder 4
4 and under 5 
5 and under 6
6 and under 7 
7 and tmder 8
8 and iBider 9 
9 and tmder 10 
10 and under 14 
15 arxl under 19 
20 and under 24
25 and under 29 
30 and over

Never 
married__

1.905 
2.155 
2,253 
2.132
2.000 
1,909
1.754 
1330
5,865 
5,108
4.120 
2335
1,899

Husbar^

IFidowd 
i? 
38 
46 
35 
24 
30 
27 
13 
19 
78

22 
8
8

Divorced 
1^ 
581 
646 
639 
637 
593 
532 
496 
459 

1.426 
440 
187 

80 
50

Total
620 

2324 
2,847 
2,927 
2.793 
2.623 
2.468 
2363 
2,008 
7,369 
5376 
4329 
2.323 
1.957

Never 
married

452"
1.904
2,183 
2.288
2,192 
2.035
1.943
1.734 
1,570
5.836 
5.144 
4,157
2,254 
1.885

Wtdoived

58
43
45
33
32

26
32

101
34
29

9

Divorced
Tir 
562 
621 
594 
568 
556 
483 
503 
406 

1.432 
398 
143 
62 
63

Total

2,524 
2.847
2.927 
2,793 
2.623 
2.468 
2,263 
2,008 
7369 
5376
4,329 
2,323 
1,957

TABLF « DIVORCES • AGE OF PARTIES AT DATE DECREE MADE ABSOLlTi; PERCENTAGE; DlSTRIBri ION.
TABLE 8. DIvUKt . Aor. «t'dai lA 1961 TO 1990AUSTRALIA, 1961 TO 1990

Total (a)
(a) Includes duration of mamage. Not stated.

35329 391 6,915 42.635 35,584 513 6.538 42,635

Age group
Under
___21 25 29 30 34 35 39 40-44

HUSBAND
45^9 30-.M 3519

60 and 
o>rcr.

Total Median
number (aL j2££ TABLE 10. DIVORCES : MARITAL STATUS OF lUXRTIES AT DATE OF MARRIAGE, PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION, 

AUSTRALIA. 1961 TO 1990

Cenjur yeorr 
1961 
1966 
1971 
1976 
1981 
1986

2.0
2.8

5.6
4.9
3.4

12.2
13.6

20.1
16.8

20.3
16.0

19.1
22.5
19.9

19.4
17.2
14.4
14.3
16.6
19.4

14.6
16.5

11.3
11.9
14.6

12.2
12.1

10.4
8.5

10.3

8.5
9.9

8.0
6.7
6.6

4.9
6.0

4,8
4.1 
4 4

4.7 
5-8

___4J 
49 
3.9 
4.4

6.712 
9,859

12.947 
63,230 
41,412 
39.417

38.6 
40.1 
37.9 
362
35.5 
37.5

Annua/ 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990

totals -~-
3.7
3.4
3.1
2.7
2.6
2.3

16.8
16.8
16.4
16.1
15.5
14.9

20.7
19.9
20.7
20.7
20.4
20.4

20.1
19.4
19.2
19.2
18.8
18.7

WIFE

14.0 
146 
15.3 
16.0 
16.5 
16.8

10.0
10.3
10.2
10.3
10.8
11.3

6.1
6.6
6.3
6.4
6.6
70

4.5

4.0
4.0
4,1
4.0

4.3
4.4
4.6
4.3
4.4
4.3

39.830
39,417
39.725
41.007
41.383
42.635

31.2
31.5
31.5
37,6
37.9
38.2

Ceorur years — 
1961
1966
1971
1976
1981
1986

Never 
married Widowed Divorced

Total 
number (al

Never
Widawtd

Total 
Divorced number (a)

67.5 
90.7 
91 6 
91.9 
89.4
84.4

1.8
2.1

1.6

1.3

5.2
7.2
67
6.4
9.4

14.3

6.712 
9,859

12.947 
63,230 
41.412 
39,417

69.8 
88.6 
90.6 
91 2
89.1 
84.8

2.3
2.9

2.0
1.6
1.6

6.9
8.5
7.4
6.8
9.3

13.5

6,712 
9,859

12.947 
63,230 
41,412 
39.417

Census years — 
1961 
1966 
1971 
1976 
1981
1986

7.8
8.9

13-8 
13.3 
9.8

184
18.3

24.3
24.3
21.2

20.1 
16.7
17.0 
17.8 
20.8
20.2

17.3 
15.9

-lie 
12-8 
14.9 
18.1

13.6
14.8

_L15
9.8

10.0
12.5

10.2
10.9
10-4
84
6.5
8.2

5.5
7.2

2.9

6.3
4.7
4.5

3.5
2.8
26

2.8
3.3

30
2.3
2.5

6.712 
9,859

12.9^7 
63,230 
41.412 
39,417

35.8
36.9
34.4
33.1
32.8
34.7

Annual loiab—~ 
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

85.3
84.4
83.8
83.6
83.4
82.9

1.8
1.3

l.O
1.0
0.9

13.0
14.3
15.0
15.3
15.6
16.2

39,830
39.417
39.725
41,007
41.383
42.635

85.8
84.8
84.6
84.2
84.1
83.5

1.9
1.6
1.4

1.2
1.2

12.3
13.5
14.0
14.4
14.7
15.3

39,830 
39.417 
39,725 
41.007
41.383 
42.635

(a) Includes manul ataius. Not atued.

TABLE 11. DIVORCES : MEDIAN DURATION (YE.5RS) OF .MARRIAGE AND MARITAL STATUS OF PARTIES AT DATE OF 
\L\RR1AGE. AUSTRALIA, 1961 TO 1990

Annual totals — 
1985 
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

9.9 
98
9.2
8.3
7.4
7.1

21.5
21.2
21.4
21.6
21.3
21.0

20.8
20.2
20.5
20.8
20.6
20.7

18.3
18.1
17.9
17.8
18.0
17.8

12.0 
12.5
13.2 
138 
14.5 
15.0

7.5
8.2
8.1
8.3
8.4
8 8

4.2
4.5
4.3
4.2
46
4.8

2.8 
26 
2.5 
2-4
2.4 
2.3

2.6
2.5
2.6
2.4
2.5
2.3

39.830 
39,417 
39.725 
41.007 
41,383 
42.635

34.4

34.7
34.8 
35 1 
35.3

(a) Includes age at date decree made absolute. Not stated.

Census years — 
1961 
1966 
1971
1976
1981 
1986

Never 
married

llushanii

Widowed
Total

Divorced number fa)
Never 

married.

_VVi/k_

Wuiowed
Total

Divorced number (a)

n.a.
14.3

11.4
10.7
11.9

n.a.
11.2
10.1111
9.0 i
6.2 ®
6.6

n.a.
11.8

^^.5
5.7
6.6

n.a.
14.0

_12J
11.2
10.2
10.6

n.a.
14.4

11.4
10.7
11.8

n.a.
12.0

n.a.
11.4

9.7
7.6
7.4

9.8
5.9
6.7

n.a.
14.0
12.7
11.2
10.2
10.6

Annual medians — 
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

11.8
11.9
11.5
11.3
11.3

66
6.6
6.8
6.7
6.8
7.3

6.3
6.6
6.7
6.8
7.3
7.3

10.6
10.6
10.2
10.1
10.2
10.1

11.7
11.8
11.4
11.3
11.2
11.0

7.2
7.4
7.1
8.4
8.0
7.6

6.5
6.7
6.8
6.9
7.3
7.4

10.6
10.6
10.2
10.1
10.2 
10-1

(a) Includes mantal suius. Not stated.

B
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TABLE 13. »-VORC^r^OF^RTI^AT DA^^.^™OF nSAL SEPAHATIOS AND DI RATION OF MARRIAGE BETWEEN

Durttíton of

(yeaeif
Under

20 20-24 25-29 3034

Af« fy—»•»'

3539 40-44 45^9 5054 55 3»
60 dad 

over Total (a)

HUSBAND

Under 1
1 and under 2
2 and under 3
3 and under 4
4 and under 5
5 aiui under 6 
6 and under 7
7 and under 8 
8 and imder 9
9 and under 10 
lOartd under 14 
15 and under 19 
20 and under 24 
25 md under 29 
30 and over

ToUi (a)

Under 1
1 and under 2
2 and under 3
3 and under 4
4 and under 5
5 and under 6
6 and under 7
7 and under 8
8 and under 9
9 and un dr 10
10 and under 14
15 and under 19
20 and under 24
25 and under 29
30 Mid over

Total (a)

86
31

3

120

368
219

73
22

3

685

869 
990 
718
385
180
64
19 
3

3,231

1.143 
1.494
1.453 

967
681 
372
161
52 
26

6351

922 
U18 
1.410 
1,221 
1,112

961 
734 
522 
331 
178
82

6,693

759
980 

1,076 
1.185 
1.104 
1,145 
1.033

949 
685 
511
535

9,965

525
599
600
662
682
664
649
741
662
697

2.123
88

303 
312
318
325 
305
320 
305
349 
313
301 

2.329 
2.008

80

220 
198 
193
193 
173
162
176
179
162
164
898

2.043
1218

30

129
127 
no
104
101
78
73
70
74
68

330
587

1242
557

16

100

70
56
59
53
58
51
50

176
152
324
592
245

58 
45
46 
34 
40

33
21

26 
107
72 

104 
182 
377

89
73
48

50
35
26
21

23
88
52
58
80

329

3.319 
3.689
3.527 
3,030 
2,705
2.366 
2.075 
1.957 
1.649
1.499 
6.13?
5.007 
3.128 
1.445

968

8,694
WIFE

406
377
403
364 
443 
424
458
539
524
582

3.158
618

7.569

282 
279
208 
233
197 
199
216 
206 
231
201 

1.582 
2.840

398

8300 7.074

6.110 3.666 2.105 1.14« 1.042 42.655

(a) Includes age ai separaUon. Not suted and durauor of mamage to aeparauon. N« naied

TABLE 13. DIVORCES : PERCENTAGE DISTRIIILT ION AND MEI)13

Census years — 
1981
1986

147
136
143
119
141
115
87

119
89

108
485 

1201 
1.896

185

4,971

85
86 
66
57
67
49
64
46
48
47

189 
230 
656
817

94

56 
49 
47
37 
36
28
28 
21
26 
30
80 
63

119 
343 
389

23 
28 
23
13 
13 
14
9

14
9 

11 
49

28 
67

271

31
28
24

15 
14 
11

9
8
7

52
20 
26 
27

212

3,319 
3.689
3.527 
3.030 
2,705 
2.366 
2,075 
1.957 
1.649 
1.499 
6.137 
5.007
3,128 
1.445

968

2.601 1352 596 508 42.635

A DLRATIOX (YEARS) BETWEEN DATE OF MARRIAGE
and DATE OF FINAL ¿EPARA I ION j-R ECElilNG DIVORCE. ALS-TRALIA. 19R1 TO 1990

UndtrS

36.4
37.6

Annual totals —
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990 _____________
(a) Includes durauon of mtmagc. N<m »laicd.

36.6
37.6
38.3
38.5
37.9
38.2

.s.u

24.9
21.5

22.3
21.5
21.7

22.3

in. 14 li-L«. i9ii.
30 «and 

over
Total

Median 
duration

15.9
16.0

16.7
16.0
15.4
15.1
14.9
14.4

10.2
11.7

116 
11.7 
11.8
118 
12-0 
11.7

7.0
7.2

3.5
3.7

2.1
2.3

41.412
39.417

7.5
76

6.9
7.2
7.1
6.8
7.0
7.3

3.5
3.7
3.4
3.4
3.4
3.4

2.5 
2.3 
2.3 
24
2-3 
2.3

39.830 
39.417 
39.725 
41.007 
41.383 
42.635

7.7
7.6
7.3
7.3
7.3
7.3
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TABLE 14 DIVORCES : ACE (* PARTIES AT DATE MADE
ALM KAl-lA,

A »SOLITE ASD Dl RATIOS (YEARSl OK MARRIAGE,

Darantm 
/narriate 
(yearef

Under
25 25 29 5C yt

4f«

1 and under 2
2 and under 3
3 and under 4
4 and under 5
5 and under 6
6 and under 7
7 and under 8
8 and under 9
9 and under 10
10 and under 14
15 and under 19
20 and under 24 
25 arxi under 29
30 and CTver

120
352
284
161
50
17
3

176 
926

1.075
1.162 

999 
777
565 
382
204 

91

123 
497 
641
738 
833
862 
925
920 
862 

2J18
93

35 59
HVSBANP

52 
251 
311 
341 
414 
419 
473 
446 
457

2.599 
2.142

86

173
188
230
205

223
237
217 

1367 
23?^ 
1.838

74

55-59 over Tiftai la/

Total (a) 9»9 635« «.715

35 
122 
123 
12« 
114 
133 
101

116
553
638

1.706
918

18

25 
74 
«7
63
72
82
78

64
276
241
437 
939 
450

10

56
43
50 
39 
35
32 
43

174 
118 
145
265 
633

33 
69
74
51
49
62 
6?
41
43

184
100
113
121 
850

' 620 
2324 
2.847 
2.92“' 
2.793 
2.623 
2.468 
2363 
2.008 
7.369 
5376 
4329 
2323 
1.957

1 and under 2
2 and under 3
3 and under 4
4 and urtder 5
5 and under 6
6 and under 7
7 and under 8
8 and imdcr 9
9 and under 10
10 and under 14
15 ar*J under 19
20 arui under 24
25 and under 29
30 and over

223 
819
792 
589 
331 
170
61 
23

168 
794

1.015 
1.281
1,304
1.217
1.109

857 
622 
580

76 
369 
433 
474 
576 
607 
694 
765 
780

3.389 
663

7,992
WIFE

61 
218 
251 
242 
222
273 
275 
310 
286

1.917 
2,996

540

7,159

38
136 
153
156
170 
179 
162
165
164 
786

1.385 
2.549

341

Total (a) 3,010 8.949 8.830 7392 6387

4327

IB 
74 
85 
88 
93 
84 
81 
68 
66 

353 
337 
959 

1.322 
127

3,755

2,965 1,^5 1352 41,635

(a) include* age at 4.« doo« made ahaolu«. Sea «ated and dunuon of nuniagc. Nd naied

54
47
46
39
38 
34
37
45

167 
91

180 
524 
718

8
26

17
26
20

17
19
81
41
52
88

541

13
23
37
25
25
25
22
14
20
86
51
45
39

558

620 
2.524 
2.847 
2.927 
2.793 
2.623 
2.468 
2.263 
2.008 
7,369 
5,576 
4,329 
2323 
1.957

2,032 986 983 42,635

evo.™ : VK.C.^T.CEI». ju.L Tj,,»;,,’S;"“-n MEDI?

10-14 15-19
30 and Total

over numbt' !aJ

Median 
duration 

(ytearn

Census years — 
1961
1966
1971
1975
1981
1986

7.9

208
21.7

29.0 
259

_2il0 
30.2 
28--^ 
262

20.3
20 0
18 1 
19.6 
17 S

15.5
17.7

11.9
14,3

11.7
13.1

9.8
8 6
9 4

5.6
8.0
7,7
7.5
5.6
5.6

5.7 
7,2
6.3 
64 
5.0 
4 9

6.712
9.859

12.^47
63.230
41.412
39.417

1X5 
13 8

11.0
10.2
10.6

AnniMsl totals—
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
(a) Include* darauon of mamajc. No» tuicd

21.2

21 4
20.9
20.9

264 
26 2 
26.9 
28-1

28 5

17.8
17,3
17,3
17.1
17.7

14,1
14.3 
14 4

13.9
13.1

9.2 
9-4
9.2
9.3
9.9

10.2

5.2
5.6
5.2
5.1
5.3
5.4

5.1
4.9
4.9
4.7 
4 6 
4 6

39.830 
39.417
39.7X5 
41.007 
41.383 
42.635

10.6
10.6
10.2
10.1
10.2
10.1
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TABLE 1*. DIVOBCES : EELATIVE BIBTHFLACES Of FABTIES. AL^TBAHA. 1*»*

Cotaary of btrtk
OCEANIA AND ANTARCTICA -T

Australia
Fi|i
New Zealand
Other

Total

AnfTBll«
overrasu

„ cgiRtfn.
Toiaf

Aiàitralia

Saatt 
ovtrftat

CPMItfn
Total

24.190
84

392
57 

25323

100
463

34
597

4,503
35

141
41

4.720

29.293 
219 
996 
132

30.640

24,190 
93

339
78

25JOO

100
463

34
597

5.675 
60

216 
36

5.987

30.465
253

1.018
148

31.884

EUROPE ANO THE USSR — 
Austna 
Ciervnany 
Greece
Hungary 
Ireland 
Italy 
Malta 
NeilMrUnds 
Poland 
United Kingdom 
USSR and the Baltic Staui 
Yugoslav ta 
Other

Total

59 
292 
129

56 
85

243
81

235
48 

2.471
26 

129 
205

4059

13 
109 
148
34
31

166
58
85 

165 
1.628

36 
307 
197

2.977

35
147

30
43
42

123
25

113
52

592
31
97

182 
7^72

107 
548
307
133
158 
532
164
433
265

4.691
93 

533 
584

8.548

21 
234
4t
12
61
18
47

162
22 

2.139
13

118 
2.997

13 
109 
148

34
31

166
58 
85

165 
1.628

36 
307 
197

2.977

32
147

31
28
48
61
22
76 
52

535
22 
55

143
7352

66 
490 
2i0

14 
140 
305
127 
323 
239

4.302 
71

411 
458 

7.226

MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA —
Sgyp*
Ixbanon
Turkey
Other

Total

56
58
20
85

279

44
168
96
59

367

44

13
66

769

144 
272
129 
210 
755

20
n

62

44
168
96
59

367

31
21
13
62

727

95
200
113
148
556

SOUTHEAST ASIA — 
Indcxiesta 
Malaysia 
Philippines 
Singapore 
Thailand
Viet Nam 
Other

Total

43
80
25
33
10
8
7

206

28
50

158
9

13
133
37 

428

26 
63

8 
24 
14 
55 
41

231

9n 
193 
191
66 
37

196 
85

865

22
78

212
22
42

. UI. BLiH IH

28 
50

Q 158 
9 

13 
133 
37 

428

36
62

149
35
37
57
26

402

86 
190 
519

66 
92 

198
74 

7J25

NORTHEAST ASIA —
China
Hong Kong
Other

Total

40
21
15
76

153
55
33

241

74
71
13

158

267 
147 
61

475

216
9

31
66

153
55
33

247

45
35

767

266 
1U9 
99

474

SOUTHERN ASW —
India
Sri Lanka
Other

Total

91
28
22

747

80
39

8
127

40
18
19
77

211
85
49

345

12
5

74

80
39

8 
727

53
19
6

78

190
70
19

279

THE AMERICAS ~
Canada
Chile
United States of Amenca
Other

Total

59
11

132
35 

2Y7

16
64
32
65

177

21
16
51
55

143

96
91

215
155
557

88
7 

118
38 

257

16
64
32
65

777

40
20
55
59

774

144
91

205
162
602

AFRICA (Sjidwling North AtHe*) Q
South Afnca
Other

Total

64
79

74J

49
43
92

39
64

103

152
186 
338

45
48
95

49
43
92

49
50
99

143
141
254

Other and not staled 61 20 31 112 55 20 » 105

Total 30,465 5,026 7,144 42,635 29393 5,026 S316 42,635



DLSTBIBVTION OF THE M MBEM OF CHILDBEN OF Tl^ MARRIAGE (a)TABLE 17 DIVOBCES ; PfX'EVTAGE bwininv «IV».-» w . ~ 7,^;.TABLE UI u vEdAGE number OF CHILDREN OF PARTIES, AUSTRALIA H*l TO l-WO

WiM.aarc^i<iUdf«-

JL 1. J. 2. 4 5 ar man

Average
Total member of 

(bi

1

I

Census years —
1961
1966
1971
1975
1981
1986

Annual totals —
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990

388
35 5

389
403

25.7
254

233
215 
21 2

20.9 
219

22.8
25.6
25.8

9.7
105

10.7
10.0
9.5

3.0
4.2

4.0
3.0
2.5

19
2.5

1.8
10 
0.7

6,712 
9.859

63.230 
41,412 
39,417

7.999 
12.950 
18.451 
73.645 
49,616 
45331

20
20

1,9
20
1.9

394 
403
41 4 
425 
44.7 
44 4

21 1 
21.2 
21 7 
21.5
20 4 
20.3

26.2
25.8
25.1
24.7
23.7
23.8

100
9.5
9.0
8.7
8.7
8.6

2.6
2.5
2.2
2.2
2.1
2.3

0.7
0.7
0.6
0.5
0.5
0.5

39.830
39.417 
39.725
41.007 
41.383
42.635

46.800 
45.231 
44,050 
44.395 
43.317
44.913

1.9
1.9
1.9
1.9
1.9
19

(1) 50 [»nigr«pl> 14 <R Ih« EiiptoiUM» S«« d») ft««»« one or moo chiUm.

TABLE 1*. DIVORCES

Durattoit of 
rmtrriage 
fyears)

1 and under 2
2 and under 3
3 and under 4 
4 and under 5
5 and under 6
6 and laidcr 7
7 and wider 8
8 and under 9
9 and wider 10
10 and under 14
15 and under 19 
20 and under 24
25 and under 29 
30 and over

ToUl (c) ________
(a) See p«ngrZph 14 of th*

M MBER OF CHILDREN OF THE A VERAGE NUMBER OF CHILDREN AND
___ n^e-^xwr-aaaDOIA/^C' Al «TTD A 1 .1 A . 1 990DLRATk/n^EARST of MARRIAGE, AUSTRALIA. 1990

Number cf chtldrtn

0 2 3 5 or more
Total 

divorces

Average
Total number of 

children children (bl

530 
1.972 
1.975 
1.817 
1.506 
1313 
1.040

784
625 

1.725
769 

1.465 
1,685 
1.819

50 
361 
571 
677 
698 
663 
596 
519 
438

1.298 
84o

1.425 
472 
116

26 
131 
219 
323 
479
567 
638
700 
679

2.785 
2.404 
1.058

132 
11

43
52
84
80

139
141
215
203

1,197
1.168

298
28

8

3 
10 
24 
21 
26 
34 
48 
39 
53

307 
328

62 
4

6
5

5 
6

10 
57
61
21

3

620 
2.524 
2,847 
2.927 
2.793 
2,623 
2.468 
2,263 
2.008 
7,369 
5.576 
4.329 
2,323 
1.957

147
828 

1.293 
1,685 
2.021 
2387 
2315 
2.755 
2,669

11.986 
10.793
4.796 

847 
181

1.6
1.5
1.5
1.5
1.6

1.8
1.9
1.9
21
22 
1.7 
1.3 
1.3

1«,928 «.732 10,154 3,667 960 194 42.635 44.913 1.9

Sow* (8) Qiv«©** mvolving one or ma* chddiw (c) include* durtUon of fTumage. N« «utod



Introductior,

Il

EXPLANATORY NOTES

expccialion of new legisbUon. rules and practises, may
JUUCtlUII
The Family Law Act 1975 ci’nc inuy operation 

r T___ _ itnA rí»Tw»íilino the
affect the number of applications.

5 January 1976. repealing theMauimonill'^i!^ legisUtion which had ton operauve 

since 1961. Under Family Law legislauon the irretrievable 
breakdown of marriage is the• “
divorce is granted. This ground is es,ablished by the to 
band and wife having lived ap^ for 12

State
7. 'The State cla-ssification in Tables 1. 2 and 3 of this

1 the location of the Family Court 
eranicd and registered, with the 
® . .. » ;____ - nuewi

?g'r.o reasonable likelihood of reconciliation, 
for nullity of mamage under Family Law 

the ground that the marriage is void 
because of failure to meet a legal requirement such as that 

be already lawfully married to another per-

and there being no
Applications
legislation must be on

publicalion is based on 
where the divorce is g.-...--------C'’’,' , rwcwiexception of divorces granted al the Lismore^ (NSW) 
Family Court which are ..e,.-—-- .qaa the
registry and included in Qut^nsland fgurosUn 990 ^c 
n.rmher included in Queensland was 557, 472 in 1989,

rei:gistered by the Brisbane

number included in Queensland was
380 in

• inciuocu 111
1988, 371 in 1987, 345 in 1986 and 305 in 1985.

neither party be already lawtully mameo lo anou.v. pv. 
son. There is no provision for judicial separation under
Family Law legislation.

2. Successful applicants for a divorce under Family
Law legislation are

ilVOilLO M V— --------- . •
initially granted a decree nisi. This

becomes absolute after one month unless it is rescind^, 
the Court has not declared its 

satisfaction as lo proper arrangements having been made 
for the welfare of children involved.

appealed against, or

of the introduction of the Family Law3 Al the time of the introducuon ol tne i-amuy 
Act there were applications pending for divorce which 
had ton previously filed under the Matrimoni^ Caus^ 
legislation. Family Law legislauon provided Aat iheK

® ... ___ ■__ .,^Aar ihp oiirw*rQ/*zif\d IcCÌSlHllOncontinued under the superseded legislationcases could be continued under the superseueo leg.suiuuu 
o^Tansferred and heard under the Family Uw legislation 
The publication Divorces, 1976 (^5(57.0)

______ o Hivfvrp. wa.«! ^ranted under
'UCJ, a ✓ » cz z J J
which a divorce was granted underbetween those cases in -----------—

Matrimonial Causes legislauon and„.aUbOd - ---------------- , , . CL
_____ granted under Family Law legislauon. Such 

differentiation is not made for subsequent years.
a divorce was

Statistics
4 The statistics shown in this publication relate to 
calender years and are compiled by the ABS from a 
Statisiical Report made out in respect of each appiicauon

4.

lUC VUl il» ---------- , .
decree absolute being granted. Such 

finalisation ofwhich resulted in a _
reports are forwarded to the ABS on t.
pr^cedings. A reproduction of the Statisucal Report used
appears in Appendix C.

The Family Law Courts are introducing a new 
system for capluring Divorce data. This invoWes entenng
5

receipt of an applicarion. Datadata onto the computer on r—--------- ,,
for finalised divorces are sent on tape lo the AB6 o 
monthly basis for the Newcastle. Dandenong. Townsville 
Adelaide. Hobart. Launceston and Canberra Family 
Courts. This system is scheduled to become operauonal.

a

for all regisuies, in the future.

In the interpretation of data it is important to bear in UI Uifcz r......... 1 z-zvmnUvitV of6. In the inierpreiauon ot data it is imporuuu w u«» 
mind that the availability of judges and the comple^y o 
the cases bought before them can affect the numto of 
decrees made absolute or granted in any year. A nw 
in numbers in one year may be due wholly or tn part to 
the clearing of a backlog of cases from earlier pento 
In addition, of course, legislative changes and the

also affectedThe rates for States or Territones are 
by persons applying to the m^esl

----------- - State of residence. The Canberra
8.

than the court inLTIcUl UIC VMIXJ k »*• M’*“ —— ” - .
Family Court is particularly affected as it serves, in raiiiiij ,___  „„„ „f <aMiih-easlcm Newof souih-caslem Newaddition lo the ACT, a large area 
South Wales and part of Victoria. Il is 
the crude divorce rale and the age specific divorcera es 
for the ACT are not presented. They arc not a statistic^

for this reason that

accurate reflection of the extent of divorce among ACT 
of divorces granted in theresidents. In 1990, 35 per cent__________ ... J-» ----------------

act were lo applicants normally resident in the 
The corresponding figures for 1989. 1988. 1987. 1986 and 
1985 are 39 40. 45. 44 and 44 per cent respectively.

DeFinitions
9. Divorces. The term divorce. as used in this

decrees of dissolubon of marriage, 
include nullities ofpublication, refers to

Prior to 1980 the term was used lo 
marriage and. where application ----------
January 1976. judicial separauons granted. Dctai s of

• _ I____ ___ _ KnAn Qince 19oU.

was made before 5

nullities of marriage have not been collected since 1» 
Figures in tables 2 and 3 of this publicauon have ton
revised to exclude nullities and judicial separations prior
to 1980.
10 Divorce rates. In this publication several types of 
rates are shown. In all cases the rates arc expressed per 
1.000 of the appropriate population.

The crude divorce rate is the number of divorces ^r 
1,000 of the mean populauon. (In the ’pi^rpremuon oljhis11.

rate it must be kept in mind that a large varying 
proportion of the population used in the denominator

.-1. .. .k, QCTi» nf mamaEe.)unmarried or below the minimum age of marriage.)

12 The age specific divorce rate (per 1.000 population) IX. iiiNz V.5V r y _____ HATrpp made
relates to the number of divorces by age al decree madeJIIILKI U« —o-

estimated resident population in spaineabsolute to the estimated resident populauon in 
age groups. Males under 18 and females under 16 arc 
excluded from the populauon.

and marital status specific divorce rate (per13 The ose unu inumui
1,000 married population) reUtes the number of d'v^s 

' 1. _i__ 1...^ »Ka momP/i nnnillalionmade absolute to the married populauon 
in specific age groups. Those classified as perma^ntZyby age al decree
in speciiic age giuupo.
seiKu^ are included in the mamed populauon. ^es 

. _j__ ic frrim ihc TXTDUlStion.^^Tfcmales under 15 are excluded from the population.



14 Children are unmarried children of the marriage 
who were aged under 18 years at the time of applicauon 
for divorce. Under the Family Law Act 1975, ihea may 
include (in certain cases) adopted and ex-nuptial children 
and children from a former marriage. Children who are 
married or aged 18 years or more are not subject lo 
custody and guardianship orders and are excluded.

15 Duration marriage is the interval between the date 
of marriage and the date the decree was made absolute. In 
Tables 12 and 13, the interval between the dale of 
marriage and the date of final separation is shown. Dtde 
of final separation is the date, given on the applicauon for 
divorce, from which the period of living apart is 
calculated for the purpose of establishing the grounds for 
divorce. In determining the dare of final sepyation, a 
single period of resumed cohabilaiion of less than three 
months may be ignored, provided the periods of living 
apart before and after resumed cohabitation amount lo 12 
months or more in total.

Related publicatioiis
Other ABS publications which may be of interest are:

Marriages. Australia (3306.0) - issued annually

Australian Demographic Statistics (3101.0) - issued 
quarterly

18. A compendium of all demographic data for e^h 
State will be released annually in a new Stale specific It_ . «Illi I'rtnt'iin
18. A
oiaie will w --- - •
publication, Dezno«r<tpAy. The first release will contain 

tj ___ _ aAtailwl «itaic data onShould users require detailed State data on1990 d3t2> 1— —
Divorces prior lo the release of this compendium please 

_ - e*__ :_ - T'V*rrt/\frri»nhv ^fV'tifincontact
-a L/llkn lA» uav - ------- ■ - .
Information Services or the Demography Sccuon

in each Stale office.

19. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
- * , 1 !• ________Da>^i4t,t'ie Aiirlrnlinin the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 

. ° . _ _____________ «nd UnnavcTuesdays and Fridays,(1101 0). The ABS also issues, on
- Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications toa Publications Aavice uiuo.u^ wmeu h-—-------- --
be released in the next few days. Flie Catalogue and

Additional statistics available
16 In most cases, the ABS can also make available 
informalion which is not published. This information may 
be made available in one or more of the following forms, 
microfiche, photocopy, data tape, floppy disk, computer

* - ____ I ...t_ /^Anrxrollv Q

DC rcicit:>cu m u«v ..w/». —j-- ^-nc cr
Publications Advice are available from any ABS ollice.

Symbols and other usages
n.a. not available

clerically-extracted tabulation. Generally, aprintout, or Civ* ----------- .
charge is made for providing unpublished mformauom A 
lid nf mhlp.« nroduced annually is attached in
1.11015^- .J ------------------ I-------  w .
list of tables produced annually is
Appendix B.

State statistics
17 In this publication detailed statistics are provided for 

' r- __ ____Ctextesc

— nil or rounded to zero
____ break in continuity of series (where drawn 

across a column between consecutive figures) 
r figures or series revised since previous issue

20. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

Australia but summary figures are given for Stales.
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APPENDIX A

BY THE AUSTRALIAN BUREAU OF STATISTICSCHARACTERISTICS PROCESSED _ _CHAKAL tKis divorce REGISTERED

DIVORCE Registry
State of registration
Date of filing of application
Sex of applicant
Date of marriage
Date of final separation
Duration to separation
Month of outcome
Duration of marriage
Number of children of the marriage under 18 
Date of birth of youngest child of the mamage 
Age of youngest child of the marriage

HUSBAND 
AND WIFE

Place of birth
Date of birth
Occupation
Marital status at time of marriage
Age at marriage
Age at separation
Age at divorce

APPENDIX B

LIST OF DIVORCE TABLES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Table 
number Description

DlVROOOl 
DIVR0002 
DIVR0003 
DIVROOOh 
D1VR0005 
DIVR0006 
DIVR0007 
D1VR0008 
DIVR0009 
DIVROOlO 
DIVROOn 
D1VR(X)12 
D1VR0013 
D1VR0014 
D1VR0015
D1VR0016

*D1VROO17 
»D1VR0018
D1VR0019 
DIVR0020 
DIVR0021

State of registry by sex of applicant 
Month of outcome by state
Ages of husband and wife at marriage
Ages of husband and wife at date of divorce
Ages of husband and wife at final separation
Birthplace of husband by birthplace of wife
Marital status of husband by marital status of wife (at ume of mamage) 
Duration of marriage by mariial status of husband and wi.el
Age of husband at marriage by duration of mamage
Age of wife at marriage by duration of marriage
Age of husband at date of divorce by duration of marriage
Age of wife al dale of divorce by duration of mamage
Duration of marriage by sex of applicant
Duration of marriage by number of children under 18
Age of youngest child by duration of mamage
Age of youngest child by number of children under 18
Age of husband at final separation by duration of cohabitauon
Age of wife at final separation by duration of cohabitation
Month and year of application by month of outcome.
Interval between fintil separation and filing of application by State
Interval between final separation and filing of application by durauon of mamage

. NOTE: Foe Uie pum«c of 0«. ubte., du^uoo of cohUiuhor « U. inuivl b«w«n d«e of manage „d dale of final «paeauco.
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APPENDIX C

FAMILY COURT OF AUSTRALIA - STATISTICAL REPORT

1.
2.

Instrucuons
This report is to be made out in rc^iecl of applications for dissolution of rnarriage. Monlh Year1 Ills IV pm I IS IM UV IIIAK. MWI UI W* .w - ------------------------ -------- K, ---
All fields should be righi-justified with Icadingzeros. e.g. '4 March 1908’ show as | p] 3 | ¡0 | 8 ]

Year Number
show File Tdenuficatioi) Details as |0|0|N3p|

REGISTRY................................
(Set (jack oiJoeen¡or tdentifitri

Year Number

FILE IDENTIFICATION DETAILS.

Month Year

DATE APPLICATION FILED.

SEX OF APPLICANT.....
fMalf i, Fenmlt 2. Joint 3)

Month Year
DATE OF MARRIAGE.

Monlh Year

DATE OF BIRTH OF HUSBAND.

PLACE OF BIRTH OF HUSBAND.
pl'^te 'rrde any deutds avatlaSI.)

OCCUPATION OF HUSBAND................................................................
(Pleasf wriie in detadsfromform4)

MARITAL STATUS OF HUSBAND AT TIME OF MARRIAGE. 
(Not previously married I, Wulotved 3, Divorced 4 )

rrm

Month Year

DATE OF BIRTH OF WIFE

PLACE OF BIRTH OF WIFE.

J«« plea,. n.ue tn any deujüe aratlabl.)

□

□

□

OCCUPATION OF WIFE.................................................................
(Please wrde in £leiadsfrt>in/orm4) 

MARITAL STATUS OF WIFE AT TIME OF MARRIAGE.. 
(Not previously married I, Widowed 3, Divorced 4)

I I l.-.-D
□

Month Year
DATE OF FINAL SEPARATION.

STATE OF USUAL RESIDENCE AT FINAL SEPARATION. 
fSe* back tjf form for idt/uifitr)

NUMBER OF CHILDREN OF THE MARRIAGE........... ........
(AGED UNDER 18 AT TIME OF APPLICATION) 
(If no Chilian, piroje code 00)

□

Month

Month

DATE OF BIRTH OF YOUNGEST CHILD OF THE MARRIAGE. ..
(If no ckih^en pitast Itaytt codt bona bia^)

DATE DECREE MADE ABSOLUTE.
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Bureau of 
Statistics.
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For more information ...

F
I

The ABS publishes a wide range of information on Australia's economic and social 
conditions A catalogue of publications and products is available from any of our 
Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service
Special tables or in-depth data investigations are provided by Ihe ABS Information 
Consultancy Service in each of our Offices (see below for contact details).

Electronic Data Services
A growing range of our data are available on electronic media Selections of the most 
frequently requested data are available, updated daily, on Discovery (Key *656#). 
Our Telestats service delivers major economic indicator publications ready to 
download into your computer on the day of release. Our Ausstats service enables 
on-line access to a data base of thousands of up-to-date time series Selected 
datasets are also available on diskette or Co ROM. For more details on our electronic 
data sen/ices, contact Information Services in any of our Offices on the numbers 
below.

Bookshops and Subscriptions
There are over 500 titles available from Ihe ABS Bookshops in each of our Offices. 
You can also receive any of our publications on a regular basis. Join our subscription 
mailing service and have your publications mailed to you in Australia at no additional 
cost. Telephone our Publications Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08 
Australia wide.

Sales and Inquiries

SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351 
PERTH (09) 323 5140

ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100
HOBART (002) 20 5800
DARWIN (089) 81 3456
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 
or any ABS State office.

Recomfnooded retail price; $11.50
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