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A technical note showing a method of linking the 
revised index groups to previous index groups, so that 
series from the revised index can be converted to the
reference base of the previous index, is available on 
request.

5. For users of the index numbers previously published
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in the publication Price Index of Electrical Installation 
Materíaisa technical note showing a method of 
converting the 'Electrical materials’ index numbers 
presented in Table 5 of this publication, to the reference 
base of the previous index (1959-60 = 100.0) is also 
available on request.

6. For any given period, price movements shown in
the revised index will not necessarily be the same as price 
movements in the prcviou.s index fora variety of reasons. 
In particular it should be noted that:

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
The Price Index of Materials Used in Building 

Other than House Building contained in this publication 
replaces the previous index which had a reference base of 
1966-67 = 100.0. A detailed description of the revised 
inde.x is given in the Appendix to the February 1981 
publication. A detailed description of the previous index 
is contained in Ixthour Report No. 58, 1973.

2. This publication also contains revised index numbers 
for‘Electrical materials’which replace the index numbers 
previously released in the publication Price Index of 
Electrical Installation Materials (6409.0) which was 
discontinued in February 1981.

3. The revised Price Index of Materials Used in
Building Other than House Building has been compiled 
for each month from July 1979 on a reference base 1979- 
80 = 100.0. Index numbers for 1979-80 are simple 
averages of the monthly index numbers.

(a) While the list of materials included in the revised 
’Allgroups'indcxes includes many of the materials 
used to compile the previous‘All groups'indexes, 
it excludej» materials which are no longer 
important and includes new important materials.

(b) The weights used to combine the prices of the 
materials included in the revised ‘All groups’ 
indexes are more up-to-date and differ from the 
weight.s used to combine prices of material.s 
included in the previous 'All groups’ indexes.

(c) The material composition of the groups included 
in the revised index differs significantly from the 
material composition of the previous groups.

Scope and composition
7. The index measures changes in prices of selected 
materials used in the construction of buildings other than 
houses. It includes 68 items combined into 10 industry of 
origin groups and an‘All groups'index. Table I presents 
‘All groups’ index numbers for the weighted average of 
the six State capital cities and for each of the capital cities 
separately. Although many of the selected materials are 
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also used in house building, in building repair, mainten­
ance and alteration work, and in engineering construction 
work (e g. projects such as roads, dams, bridges and the 
like), the weighting pattern of the index is not applicable 
to these '’’.her activities of the construction industry. In 
addition, since the weights are based on an average 
materials usage over a range of types of building within 
the defined area (building other than house building), the 
index is not necessarily applicable to any specific building 
or type of building.

hems and weights
8. The index is a fixed weights index. The items were
selected and allocated weights in accordance with the 
estimated average values of materials used in the construc­
tion of buildings other than houses ccinmenced in the six 
Slate capital cities in the three years ended June 1977. 
The same weighting pattern is used for all State capital 
cities and is applied to local price measures for calculating 
index numbers for each State capital city.

Classifications used 
9. The selected materials have been combined into
broad groups on an industry of origin basis. Table 2 
presents index numbers for groups defined in terms of the 
Groups (.3 digit-level) of the 1978 edition of the Australian 
Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC); the percentage 
contributions for individual materials and groups are 
shown in Table AI of the Appendix to the February 1981 
issue of this publication. The ’industry of origin’ is not 
necessarily identical with the industry which supplies the 
materials to builders. The ‘industry of origin’ is the 
industry in which the material is primarily produced. 
determined in accordance with the classification rules of 
the ASIC. For instance, many of the materials are sold to 
builders by wholesalers, but the materials are classified 
to the appropriate producing industries, rather than the 
wholesale trading industries. Some materials used in 
constructing buildings in Australia are imported. 
Imported materials are allocated to the same industry of 
origin as Australian produced materials.

Prices 
10. Prices are collected at the mid-point of the month to
which the index refers, or the nearest trading day. They 
relate to specified standards of each material and are 
obtained from representative suppliers of materials used 
in building. In general the point of pricing is delivered on 
site but in some cases it has been necessary to use the 
nearest realistic price available, e g. ’delivered to electrical 
contractors’ store’. Local prices are used in the indexes 
for each capital city. As far as possible, actual transaclion 
prices are used in the index as distinct from ‘list 
prices’.

11. The Appendix to the February 1981 issue of this 
publication contains detailed explanations of:

(a) treatment of discounts

(b) measurement of price change for materials 
supplied to individual order.

Index numbers for selected materiab
12. Table 3 contains index numbers for selected materials 
used in constructing buildings other than houses for the 
weighted average of the six capital cities. In general these 
indexes relate to either single items or combinations of 
items as shown in the weighting pattern published in 
Table AI of the Appendix to the February 1981 issue of 
this publication. Table 4 contains index numbers for 
selected major materials for each Slate capital city 
separately.

Index numbers for special combinations of materials
13. Table 5 contains index numbers for the following 
special combinations of materials, for each Slate capital 
city and the weighted average of the six capital cities.

(a) 'All groups excluding electrical materials and 
mechanical services components’. This index 
series is a continuation of the series described in 
the previous publication as the ‘Special purpose 
index’.

(b) ’Electrical materials’. This index series is a con­
tinuation of the previously published ’Electrical 
installation materials’ series.

(c) 'Mechanical services components’.

(d) ‘Plumbing materials’.

14. Weighting patterns for the indexes for Electrical 
materials. Mechanicalservicescomponentsand Plumbing 
materials are contained in Tables A2-A4 in the Appendix 
Io the February 1981 issue of this publication.

Percentage changes
15. Table I shows price movements expressed in terms 
of percentage changes. The following example illustrates 
the method of calculating percentage changes, with 
reference to Table I.

Weighted average of six Stale capital cities—
Index number as at July 1981— 119.0
Index number as at June 1981 — 117.8

Percentage change =
119.0-117.K

X 100 = +1.0%
117.8

Interpretation
16. The indexes are subject to frequent short term 
fluctuations which do not necessarily indicate changes in 
trend. As a result changes in index numbers for 
individual months should not be interpreted in isolation 
and without reference to changes over longer periods.

17. The separate city indexes measure price movements 
over time in each capital city individually. They do not 
measure differences in price levels between cities.
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Related publications
18. Users may also wish to refer to the following price 
index publications which are available on request:

20. Current publications produced by the ABS are 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications. Australia { \ 101.0) 
which is available free of charge from any ABS office.

Price Index of Materials Used in House Building, Six 
Slate Capital Cities (6408.0)— issued monthly
Price Index of Materials Used in Manufacturing Industry.
Australia (6411.0)—issued monthly
Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing
Industry. Australia (6412.0)—issued monthly
Price Indexes of Metallic Materials, Australia (6410.0)— 
issued monthly.

Symbols and other usages
p preliminary—figures subject to revision 
r figures revised since previous issue

19.
include:

Other ABS publications which may be of interest

iVage Rates Indexes, Australia, Preliminary (6311.0)— 
issued monthly
li'’age Rates. Australia (6312.0)—monthly
Average iA'eekly Earnings, Australia (6302.0)—issued 
quarterly.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician
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TABLE I. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING—ALL GROUPS

Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Penh Hobart

li'eighled 
average of 

six State 
capital cities

1979-80 
1980-81

100.0
113.1

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of each index: Year 1979-80 = 100.0)

100.0
112.7

100.0
113.2

100.0 
113.8

100.0 
112.2

100.0
111.6

100.0 
112.9

1980-81— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

107.8 
109.6
110.8 
III.I
111.5
III.7

108.6 
110.0
110.4 
110.8 
111.0
111.4

107.5 
109.2
110.2 
111.9 
H2.0
112.7

108.7 
110.8
lll.l
111.4
112.2 
112.4

107.9
108.6
109.8
110.3
110.9
111.6

107.3 
108.6
109.3 
109.8
110.3 
110.6

108.1 
109.7 
110.5
Ilio 
111.4 
III.8

.January 
February 
March

112.8
114.3
115.4
116.3
117.0 
118..3

112.7 
114.1 
114.7
115.2 
116.4 
117.1

113.7
114,7
115.7
116.2
116.9
118.0

113.6
115.0
116.4
116.9
117.9
119.0

112.5
113.6
114.2
114.7
115.4
116.5

111.I
112.2
113.9
114.7
115.5
116.4

112.9
114.2
115.2 
115 8
116.7
117.8

1981-82— 
.luly p 
August p

119.6
120.6

118.1
118.5

119.1
120.0

120.7
121.2

117.5
118.0

117.0
117.4

119.0 
119.7

PERCENTAGE CHANGES

% % %

1980-8/— 
September 
October 
November 
December

+ 15.9
+ 15.2
+ 15.2

Change from corresponding monih of previous year—

+ 14.9
+ 14.7
+ 12.9

+ 15.0 
+ 16.0
+ 15.0 
+ I4.,3

+ I6.I 
+ 15.6 
+ 16.0 
+ 14.2

+ 14.4
+ 14.2

+ 12.8

+ 13.2
♦12.8
+ 11.8

+ 15.3 
+ 15.0
+ 15.0 
+ 13.4

.lanuary 
February 
March

May

+ 12.2 
+ 10.8
+ 10.7 
+ 11.1

+ 11.2

+ 12.1 
+ 11.1 
+ 10.4 
+ 10.6

+ 13.2 
+ II.9

♦9,8 + 10.6

+ 12.9 
+ 11.8 
+ 11.7 
+ 12.0 
+ 12.4

+ 12.3 
+ 10.9 
+ 10.8 
+ 10.3
+ 10.1 

+9.1

+ 10.9 
+ 10.3 
+ 10.3

♦9.9 
+ 10.5
+9.9

+ 12.3 
+ 11.1 
+ 10.9 
+ 10.9 
+ 11.4 
+ 10.5

¡981-82—

August p
+ 10.9
+ 10.0

♦8,7 + 10.8 
+9.9

+ 11.0 
+9.4

+8.9 
+8.7

+9.0 
+8.1

+ 10.1 
+9.1

1980-81 — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November . 
December

Change from previous month-

+0.3
+0.4 
+0.2

+ 1.9 
+ 1.3 
+0.4 
+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.4

+0.7 
+ 1.6 
+0.9

+0.1 
+0.6

+0.3
+0.3
+0.7
+0.2

+ 1.0 
+0.6

+0.5
+0.5
+0.6

+ 1.2 
♦0.6 
+0.5 
♦0.5 
♦0.3

+ 1.4 
+ 1.5 
+0.7 
+0.5 
+0.4
+0.4

.lanuary 
February 
March

May

♦ 1,0

+ 1.0 
+0.8 
+0.6

+ 1.2 
+ 1.2 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+ 1.0 
+0.6

+0.9 
+0.9 
+0.9 
+0.4 
+0.6 
+0.9

+ 1.2

+0.4
+0.9 
+0.9

+0.8 
+ 1.0 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.6 
+ 1.0

+0.5 
+ 1.0 
+ 1.5 
+0.7 
+0.7 
+0.8

♦1.0 
+ 1.2 
+0.9 
♦0.5 
+0.8 
+0.9

1981-82—

August p +0.8
+0.9 
+0.3

+0.9 
+0.8 +0.4

+0.9 
+0.4

+0.5 
+0.3

+ 1.0 
+0.6



TABLE 2. INDEX NUMBERS BASED ON AUSTRALIAN STANDARD INDUSTRIAL CLASSIFICATION (ASIC) 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

(Bate of each Index: Year 1979-M = IH.I)

Selected ASIC Groups

Value weighl(a)

1979-80
1980-81

I98O^8¡— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

Wood

wood 
products

(253)

7.97%

100.0
114.3

109.7
111.3
111.7
112.4
112.7
112.9

Clay 
products

refractories
(286)

4.16%

100.0
114.3

107.9
109.2
110.5
111.2
112.6
113.6

Cement

concrete
products

(287)

¡5.42%

1000
113.0

107.8
109.6
110.6
111.4
111.0
111.8

and 
steel 
(294)

4.69%

100.0
113.2

109.2
109.7
110.3
111.2
111.8
112.0

Structural

products 
(314)

29.24%

100.0
113.9

109.1
110.8
111.9
112.0
112.2
112.3

Sheet

products
(315)

3.68%

100.0
114.5

108.6
111.0 
1116
112.5
112.8
113 3

Other 
fabricated

products 
(316)

2.77%

100.0
112.9

108.0
109.6
111.0
111.2
111.8
111.9

Appliances

electrical 
equipment

(335)

9.70%

100.0
109.8

106.0
107.2
107.3
108.0
109.4
109.7

Industrial 
machinery

equipment
(336)

8.79%

100.0
111.2

106.2
107.1
108.0
108.9
109.4
110.0

Other

¡3.58%

100.0
112.6

107.6
109.8
110.3
110.7
111.2
1II.5

AH 
groups

¡00.00%

100.0
112.9

108.1
109.7
110.5
111.0
111.4
111.8

January 
February 
March

May 
June

113.6
115.7
116.7
117.9
118.5
119.0

114.4
116.1
117,7
117.9
119.6
120.4

113.9
115.0
115.4
115.4
116.3
117.5

113.0
114.3
115.3
115.9
117.1
118.0

113.9
115.1
116.0
116.4
117.4
119.2

114.5
115.9
116.7
117.8
119.3
120.4

112.0
113.5
115.6
116.3
116.4 
116 9

109.8
110.8
110.8
111.9
112.3
113.9

Ui.I 
112.1 
114.3 
115.2 
116.5 
115.9

111.9
113.5
114.8
115.9
116.4
117.0

112.9
114.2 
115.2
115.8
116.7
117.8

¡98¡•82—
July p 
August p

rl20.0
120.4

121.6
122.0

120.1
120.7

120.5
121.2

120.1
120.3

121.8
122.9

118.2
119.7

115.1
116.3

116.0
117.1

117.4
118.6

119.0
119.7

(a) Composition and weighting pattern ai at reference base year 1979-80, see paragraph 8 of explanatory notes.



TABLE 3. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED BUILDING MATERIALS 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES 

(Base of each index: Year 1979-M = IM.O)

1980-81 1981-82

Material July Aug. Sept. Oct. Dec. Feb. Mar. July p August p

Structural timber 
Hardwood 
Softwood

Plywood, hardboard and softboard
Joinery products (a) 
Clay bricks 
Earthenware pipes and fittings 
Ceramic tiles
Toilet suites and hand basins
Cement
Ready mixed concrete
Precast concrete products 
Concrete masonry blocks 
Galvanised steel decking, cladding, etc. 
Cast iron pipes and fittings 
Structural steel
Reinforcing steel bar. fabric and mesh 
Aluminium windows
Aluminium screens, doors, louvres and other fabricated 

products
Steel windows, doors, louvres, etc.
Urinals, baths and sinks
builders' hardware (e.g. hinges, catches, handles, bolts, 

nails, etc.)
Sand, aggregate and filling 
Carpel
Paint 
Asphalt 
Glass 
Plaster and plaster products 
Asbestos cement products 
Non-ferrous pipes 
Vinyl sheet and tiles

108.6
109.7
106.6
107.9
110.2
107.6
110.2
105.9
112.0
107.8
108.3
105.9
109.4
109.3
111.3
109.6
109 I
107.9 

112.5
109.0
105.9 

107.6
109.7
107.1
112.0
112.1
108.6 
105 9
107.8
98.5

106 2

111.2 
113.1
107.8 
108.3
111.5
108.9 
114.1
106.9 
112.7
108.0 
110.4
106 9 
111.2
109.3 
113.8
111.2 
1117
109.0 

113.0 
H0.6 
110.6 

109.8
114.6
108.0
116.5
115.0
109.5
110.3
111.3
99.3

106.8

111.7 
114.1
107.4 
110.0
II 1.9 
109.9
116.2 
109.8 
113.2 
108.0
110.9 
109.2 
113.3 
IIO.l
114.2
II2.I 
113.6 
109.0

112.2 
115.1
107.0 
100.2 
112 6
110 4 
116.2 
III.5 
113.3
108.6 
112 0 
109.3
114.0 
111.6 
114.2
112.2
113.7
109.6 

113.2
112.4
112.0

113.7
112.5
112.0 

1118 
117.4
108.2
116.6 
117.3
111.I
110.6 
HI.I
96.4

106.9

112.2
117.4
109.2
116.6
118.0
111.1
110.6 
lll.l
97.5

108.1

112.3 
115.7 
106.3 
110.9 
113.0
112.4 
117.2 
112.0 
113.3 
108.1
111.4 
109.5
114.0 
112.2
114.2 
112.4
113.8 
109.7 

112.3 
115.8 
106.1
111.0 
113.2
II3.7 
117.8 
112.4
113.4 
109.8 
112.2
109.9 
115.6 
¡12.5
114.2 
112.6 
113.8
109.7

114.5
113.0
112.1 

114.6
113.0
112.3

112.5 
118.2
109.8
117.8
118.4
111.3 
III.3
111.2
97.9

108.7

112.7 
119.2 
110.6
118.7 
II8.7
111.3 
111.3 
111.2
95.3 

110.4

112.8 
116.5
106.2 
111.7 
114.0
114.2
117.8
112.7 
117.0 
113.6 
114.1
112.4 
116.2
114.0
II4.2 
115.3
115.1 
111.2 

115.0 
II4.S
112.3 

112.7 
119.5
110.6 
120.3
120.3
111.4 
III.5 
117.1
93.5

110.6

115.2 
119.8
106.7 
113.1
116.0
115.6
120.2
113.9
120.9
114.9 
115.2
113.2
118.4 
114 7
114.2 
116.2
116 I
112.9 

115 7 
116.3 
116.6 

114.5 
121.4
114.0 
120.5
126.0 
113.6
114.5 
117.4
92.4

110.6

115.9 
120.7
107.3 
114.0
117.1
117.9 
123.0 
114.0 
120.9
115.4 
115.6
113.7 
118.5 
115.2 
118.9
116.4 
116.2
115.8 

118.4
116.8
117.2 

116.6 
123.3 
114 1 
121.3 
126.6
115.7 
115.8
117.4 
92.7

110.6

116.2 
121.1
107.3 
II7.1
II8.4 
117.9 
124.1
114.5 
I2I.3 
115.7 
115.4
114.3 
118.5
115.3 
119.4
116.6 
116.3 
117.1

116.3 
121.3
107.4 
118.0
119.2 
120.3
124.6 
114.8
121.2 
115.7
115.9 
115.9 
122.9
118.1 
119.4
118.3 
116.7
118.9 

119 6 
tl6.9 
118.6

119.9
117.6
118.9 

117.5 
126.6
114.5 
121.3
126.8 
116.0
115.8
117.6 
94.0

112.9

117.8 
126.7 
114.8
122.5 
127.2 
117.2
U16.0 
121.2 
93.1

113.2

117.5 
122.9
107.7
118.1
119.5
121.4
124.6
114.9
121.1
116.8
117.0 
117.5
123.8 
118.3
120.4 
120.6
119.5
119.2 

120.1
120.1
119.1 

118.0 
128.6
114.9 
122.4
127.9 
117.2
116.4 
121.2
93.7 

113.8

118.5
124.4
107.9
118.5 

rl20.5
122.1
128.2
115.3
126.4
125.5
119.6
119.2
125.1
120.7
122.1
121.3
120.5
120.5 

122.2
120.7
119.0 

119.9
129.6 
115.1
122.9
128.8
117.2
118.4
121.8 
92!

113.8

119.1
125.1
108.4
118.5
120.9
122.4 
128.5
115.9
128.2 
125.6
120.3 
1195
125.1
122.2 
122.1
121.5 
120.6
120.6 

9^

122.4
121.3
I22.S 

121.5
130.8
118.7
124.3
128.9
117.2
118.9
122.8
94.6

113.8
(a) Includes built in furniture, partitions, ready made windows and doors, and other joinery.



TABLE 4. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS
(Base of each Index: Year 1979-N = 1 W.O)

1979-80 
1980-81

1980-81 — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

I98l-B2~

August p

1979-80 
1980-81

I9S0-81 — 
July 
August 
September 
OctoL’*r 
N ovcm ber 
December

January 
February 
March

May

August p

Structural 
timber

Clay
Ready 
mixed 

concrete

Precast 
concrete 

products

Galvanised 
steel 

decking, 
cladding, 

etc.
Structural 

steel

Reinforcing 
steel 
bar.

and Aluminium
windows

Steel 
windows.

louvres, 
etc.

Builders ’ 
hardware

Sand, 
aggregate 

and 
Jilling Paint

Non­
ferrous

SYDNEY

100.0 
109.1

104.1
107.8
108.0
108.5 
108.3
108.1

109.0 
109.8
IIO.I
110.7 
111.I
114.2

II4.2 
114.7

1000 
116.0

111.9
114.1
114.4
114.7
114.9
114.9

114.9
117.0
118.8
118.8
118.8
118.8

118.8
II8.8

100.0 
1I2.I

106.7 
108 6 
108.6
109.2 
111.3 
I1I.3

111.8
112.9
115.9
115.9
115.9
117.0

117.8
118.5

100.0
115.8

109.8
109.8
I1I.4
1II.4
111.4
115.8

115.8
115.8
119.4
119.4
124.8
124.8

124.8
124.8

100.0
113.5

100.0
111.5

100.0
113.9

100.0
114.0

100.0
113.8

100.0
114.9

1000
114.0

100.0 
112.9

100.0
126.0

100.0
110.7

100.0
118.1

100.0 
94.9

107.2 
HI.I 
112.2 
112.5 
112.5 
112.4

104.9
106.1
109.5
109.5
109.9
110.2

IIO.I 
110 I 
IIO.I 
112.4
112.4
112.5

109.9
110.7
112.4
112.4
112.5
112.6

108 I
110.7
113.4
113.4
113.4
113.4

107.8
109.9
109.9
109.9
109.9
109.9

109.2 
110.2
112.3
112.3
112.3 
1123

106.3
107.7
111.2
111.2
111.4
111.4

112.6 
116.0 
121.2
121.2 
122 2
125.1

107.0
108.3
108.2
108.5
108.5
109.2

112.2
115.6
115.6
115.6
116.5
117.2

97.6
98.6
95.9
96.5 
968
95.5

113.6
114.6
116.0
115.9
116.0
118.0

112.5
113.5
113.8
113.8
116.1
118.1

114.8 
115.0 
115.<

118.7 
118.9

114.1
115.6
115.6
115.7
117.3
119.7

114.2
115.1
115.2
115.2
115.5
118.1

113.6
115.5
120.2
123.2
123.9
124.8

113.8
115.5
115.9
115.9
116.8
121.2

111.4
114.6
116.0
117.7
117.7
117.7

125.1
127.9
130.3
135.5
135.5
139.3

109.2
113.9
113.9
113.9
113.9
113.9

119.4
119.4
121.2
121.2
121.8
121.8

92.8
91.7
92.5
94.5
93.3
93.6

121.2
123.9

120.3
120.5

120.9
122.2

120.1
120.5

118.9
118.9

127.5
127.5

121.2
121.4

118 9 
121.1

139 6 
141.8

113.9
118.5

121.8
122.9

91.6
95.1

MELBOURNE

100.0
115.2

100.0
110.6

100.0
112.7

100.0
113.5

100.0
115.9

100.0
108.0

100.0 
113.5

100.0
113.5

100.0 
IIO.I

100.0
109.6

100.0 
118.4

100.0
95.2

111.5
113.5
113.5
113.5
112.0
112.0

106.9
107.6
108.6
108.7
108.7
108.7

108.4
108.4 
IIO.I
110.1
111.2 
112.1

109.7 
111.2
III.2 
111.2 
111.2
111.2

110.0
112.6
114.0
114.0
114.2
114.3

104.8 
105 9 
105.9 
106.3 
106.9 
106.9

108.4 
110.3
111.3 
HI.3 
112.2
112.2

108.9 
III.5 
112.5 
112.5 
112.6 
112.6

105.3
107.5
107.8
107.8
107.8
107.8

106.3
107.3
107.3
108.1
108.1
108.4

111.5
116.3
116.3
116.3
117.2
117.2

97.5
98.4
95.2
96.9
97.0
95.2

115.8
118.8
118.0
118.0
118.0
118.0

111.7
111.9
112.0
112.5
114.0
115.6

113.1
II3.6
114.8
114.8
117.6
117.9

114.9 
115.4
115.4
115.4 
1175
118.0

116.2
118.2
118.2
118.2
118.6
122.3

107.3
108.4
108.4
108.9
113.1
113.1

113.6
115.7
116.1
116.1
116.7
117.5

112.6
113.7
116.2
116.2
116.6
116.6

1079 
110.2
111.6 
115 5
115.6
116.9

108.4
112.2
112.2
112.1
112.1
112.1

119.9
119.9
120.8
120.8
122.0
122.0

94.0
92.4
93.1
94.6
93.5
94.6

119.5
118.9

117.1
117.5

120.7
121 4

II9.S 
119.5

123.0 
123.0

113.7 
113.7

117.7
118.5

119.6
120.1

117.1
117.1

112.1
115.9

122.6
124.^

93.0 
9A.1



TABLE 4. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BUILDING MATERIALS—rrwinue«/
(BtM of each Index; Year 1979-M : IM.O)

1979-80 
1980-81

1980-81- 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

l98l-82-~

August p

1979-80 
1980-81

1980-81- 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

1981 82-

August p

Structural 
limber

100.0
116.7

111.4
112.0
113.6
113.8
114.6
114.6

114.6
121.1
121.1
121.1
121.1
121.1

124.8
124.8

100.0
114.3

108.4
110.8
112.1
113.5
113.7
114.0

114.0
116.4
117.3
117.3
117.3
117.3

117.6
121.6

Clay

100.0
114.9

106.3
109.6
109.6
111.6
111.7
111.8

114.2 
119.7
119.7 
119.7
119.7
124.8

124.9
124.9

100.0
121.6

109.5
1II.4
112.7
112.7
124.4
124.4

124.9
124.9
124.6
124.6
132.3
132.5

132.5
132.5

Ready 

concrete

100.0 
110.8

105.1

110.3
113.8

114.8 
113.2
110.7 
ItO.I
1118 
112.7

114.7
114.4

100.0
117.9

110.7
116.5
114.7
113 5
114.9
115 1

117.8
118.0
122.2
122.5
124.6
124.6

131.8
132.1

Precast 
concrete 
products

100.0
112.0

107.0
108.1
109.2
109.3
109.3
109.6

112.5
112.6
115.4
115.7
116.9
118.0

119.1 
119,3

100.0
114.9

107.7 
108.9
110.5 
110.5
111.5 
113.1

117.1
118.0 
118 2 
120.1
121.1
121.9

125.4
125.5

Galvanised 
steel 

decking, 
cladding. Structural

etc.

100.0
114.1

108.6
108.6
110.7
112.6
113.5
113.5

115.5 
116.1
116.1 
116.1
118.4 
119.2

120.6
125.6

100.0
113.1

109.6
109.6
109.6
112.4
112.4
112.4

112.7
114.5
114.5
114.9
117.3
117.3

119.3
120.6

sieri

Reinforcing 
steel 
bar,

and Aluminium
windows

Steel 
windows.

louvres, 
etc.

Builders' 
hardware

Sand, 
aggregate

flllllg Paint

Non­
ferrous

BRISBANE

100.0 
115.6

108 4 
110.6
111.8
111.8
113.4
114.6

118.2 
II8.2
118.2 
118.4
119,6 
123.9

124.3
124.6

100.0
113 5

100.0
116.0

1000 
114.3

100.0
113.5

100.0
123 6

100.0
113.7

100.0
121.4

100.0
99.7

108.0
110.9
112.7
113 3
113.1
113.1

114.0
114.4
114.7
115.3
115.5
117.2

118.9 
119.1

ADELAIDE

100.0 
116.2

IIO.O 
113.4 
113.4 
113.4 
113.4 
113.5

117.2
1 18.4
1 18.4
1 18.8
120.0
124.4

125.0
125.0

100.0
115.6

111.0
113.5 
114 8
114.8
114.8
114.8

116.2 
116.6
116.6 
116.7 
116.8 
120.0

121.6
121.6

112.0
112.0
112.0
115.1
115.1
115.1

108.2
109.5
112.4
112.9
113.3
113.3

106.9
109.8
110.3
111.2
112.6
113.5

106.9
122.4
122.4
122.4
125.2
125.2

108.9
108.9
108.9
113.2 
113 2
113.2

112.7
118.7
118.7
118.7
120.3
125.2

103.5
102.5
102.9
105.7
107 8
98.0

115 1 
IlS.l 
119.9 
119.9 
120.6 
120.6

120.6
120.6

100.0
114.5

109.7 
109.7 
109.7 
IIO.O 
tIO.O
110.0

110.8
115.7
121.0
121.4
123.1
123.1

123.1
123.1

114.1
115.9
117.3
117.7
118.0
119.0

120.7
121.7

100.0
115.0

109.0 
110.8 
113.0 
113.3 
113.3 
113.7

115.1
116.7
117.4
117.4
118.8
121.1

121.8
121.8

113.6
113.6
115.7
117.7
118.6
118.9

119.2
122.8

100.0
116.3

109.2
112.2
113.0
115.1
115.1
115.7

115.8
117,2
120.0
120.3
120.5 
121 8

124.8
126.1

125.2
125.1
125.5 
1274
1279
127.9

131.3
134.4

100.0 
124.3

111.3
122.2
122.2
122.2
122.2
122.2

122.2
124.9
130.4
130.4
1.30.4
130.4

134.2
133.5

113.2 
116.4
116.4 
116.4
118.1 
118.1

1I8.I
124.8

100.0 
110.5

107,3
108.6
108.6
109.3
110.5
110.5

110.5
111.8
111.9
112.3
112.2
112.2

112.2
112.2

122.8
122.8
122.7
122.7
125.7
125.7

125.9
128.0

100.0 
122.6

112.5
120.7
120.7
120.7
122.8
122.8

124.6
124.6
124.6
124.6
126.4
126.4

127.6
127.6

98.0
96.6
96.2
95.1
95.0
95.0

95.0
95.0

100.0 
91.8

96.2
98.5
93.3
93.6
93.6
92.3

88.8 
88.S 
88.1 
89.6
88.6 
90.9

89.1
92.4



TABLE 4. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SELECTED MAJOR BCU.DINC MATERIALS-™«/.nued
________________ ________(Bate of each Index: Year 1979-80 = 100.0)

Structural 
timber

C/ay
Ready 
mixed 

eoncreie

Precast 
concrete 
products

Galvanised 
steel 

decking, 
cladding. Structural

Reinforcing

fabric 
and Aluminium

windows

Steel 
windows.

louvres. Builders' 
hardware

Sand, 
aggregate 

and 
filling Carpel

Non­
ferrous

PERTH

1979-80
1980-81

100.0
116.9

100.0
110.3

100.0
105.7

100.0
109.6

100.0
113.3

100.0
116.1

100.0 
114.4

100.0
110.0

100.0
117.4

100.0
113.4

'980-Rl — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

100.0
122.6

100.0
115.2

100.0
116.4

100.0
95.1

January 
February 
March

May

}9SI-a2—

August p

1979-80
1980-81

1980-81 — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March 
April 
May

I9SI-82—
July p 
August p

111.3 
114.5
114.5 
IlS.l 
IlS.l 
115.1

105.8
105.8
109.4
109.4
1094
109.4

104.9 
100.4
100.4 
1026 
104.4
108.4

103.6
103.8
108.6
108.8
109.0
109.3

109.5
109.5
109.5
110.8
112.5 
112.5

109.8
111.7
113.6
113.6
114.0
114.1

109.4 
lll.l 
113.6 
113 o 
113.6 
113.6

ÌO6.3 
109.0 
109.0 
109.2 
109.2 
109.2

110.8
112.6
114.5
114.9
116.0
116.0

107.1
109.5
111,9
112.0
112.0
112.2

113.9
113.9
121.9
121.9
123.0
123.0

107.6
107.6
109.0
109.0
112.4
116.5

111.2
114.4
114.4
114.4
116.2
116.2

100.0
101.4
96.3
96.3
96.3
93.9

116.6
119.9
119.9
119.9
119.9
120.6

109.5
113.0
113.0
113.0
113.0
113.0

108.4
108.:;
106.0
106.7
106.6
109.7

109.9 
111.4
I I 1.6 
112.1 
112.2
114.7

113.9
115.4
115.4 
115 4
117.6
117.6

116.4
116.8
118.2
119.4
121.5
123.7

115.1
115.6
115.6
115.6
116.6
119.1

109.5 
110 2
1 10.7 
111.9
111.9 
111.9

118.4 
120.4
120.4 
120.4
121.1 
122.9

112.5
113.8
117.0
117.0
117.7
117.7

125.0
124.9
124.9
125.6
125.6
128.0

116.5
117.4
118.6
122.2
122.2
123.5

117.4 
118.4 
117.9 
117.9 
118.9
118.9

93.3
92.6
92.1
93.6
92.5
92.5

125.9
125.9

100.0
113.9

110.0 
110.0 
110.0 
110.8
112.1 
112.5

114.7
114.7
118.1
118.1
118.1
118.1

118.1
118.1

116.8
116.8

100.0
104.7

100.9
101.1 
101.1
101.1
101.1 
lot.I

101.1 
lOl.I 
110.3 
111.4 
111.4 
114.3

113.5
113.8

109.6
109.5

100.0
107.2

106.6
105.5
105.5
105.5
105.5
105.5

107.1
107.9
109.4
109.4
109.5
109.2

108.5
108.9

114.7
114.7

121.4
121.4

123.8
124.0

120.3
120.3

113.1
113.9

124.5
125.9

119.3
120.2

128.0
128.4

125.4
125.4

119.7
120.5

90.6
93.9

>0

HOBART

100.0
113.0

103.7
107.1
109.5
109.5
109.5
109.5

109.5 
112.8 
115.2 
123.0 
123.0 
123.3

123.3
123.3

100 0
113.1

109.4
109.4
109.4
111.3
111.3
111.3

112.5 
115.1
115.1 
IlS.l
118.5 
118.5

121.8
123.8

100.0
110.8

107.4
108.0
108.8
108.8
108.8
108.8

110.0
111.5
113.0
113.0
114.2
117.0

117.3
117.3

100.0
114.4

108.3 
113.0 
113.7
113.7 
113.7 
113.7

114 8 
115.8
115.8 
115.8
116.3 
118.3

119.0 
119.0

100.0
116.1

114.6 
I 14.6 
115.3 
115.3 
115.3
115.3

115.3 
116.2
116.9 
117.7
118.4 
118.4

118.8 
118.8

100.0
117.2

110.8
114.8
II5.0
115.7
115.7
115.7

116.4
117.8
119.0
119.9
119.9
125.9

128.2
128.2

100.0
117.2

110.6 
112.7
II6.I
115.5 
117.1
117.5

117.5 
IITJ
119.8
119.8
121.1
121.I|

121.8
121.8

100.0
108..3

107.2
107.2
108.2
108.2
108.2
108.2

108.2
108.2
108.2
108.5
109.6
109.6

109.6
109.6

100.0
116.1

104.9
105.6
112.2
115.2
117.5
117.8

117.8
118.6
119.9
120.2
121.7
121.9

123.4
123.4

100.0
117.7

110.6
111.7
115.6
115.6
115.6
118.7

120.7
120.7
120.7
120.4
120.5
121.1

121.7
121.7

100.0
98.9

100.6
99.9
99.9
99.9
99.9
99.9

98.0
98.6
98.1
97.3
97.3
97.4

96.3
97.5



TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS
(But of each indei: Year 1979-M = IM.O)

i'alue weight(a)

1979-80
1980-81

1980-81— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March 
May'

1981-82—
July p 
August p

1979-80
1980-81

1980-81- 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

1981-82-
July P 
August p

Electrical materials

A U groups 
excluding 
electrical 
materials

mechanical 
services

Con- 
ductors
20.96%

100.0 
113.8

108.2 
110 3
111.7 
112.0
112.2 
112.4

113.6 
115.1
116.3 
117.1
117.8 
119.3

120.7
121.6

100.0
113.4

109.4 
110.7
111.2 
111.4
III.4 
111.8

113.4 
115.0
115.6 
116.0 
1I7..3 
117.9

118.9
119.2

100.0
104.9

103.1
105.5
102.7
103.5
105.2
106.0

104.7 
103.3
104.5 
1064
105.3 
106.0

103 1
109.8

100.0 
103.3

103.3 
105 8
103.1
103.8
105.4
106.3

105.1 
106.1 
1050
106.9 
105.7 
106.8

105.5
109.7

Conduit 

accessories

Switch- 
hoards

geat

Lamps

light 
fittings

All 
electrical 
materials

All 
electrical 
materials 
excluding 
lamps and 

light 
fittings

Mechanical services components

dliinning
Eire 

protection

Elevators

escalators

All 
mechanical 

services
Hydraulic

9.87% 28.92% 40.25% 100.00%

SYDNEY

72.81% IJ 04% 14.15% 100.00% 50.55%

Plumbirtg materials

Drainage
14.52%

Roo/
AH

roof plumbing 
plumbing -------materials

34.93% 100.00%

100.0
112.8

108.6
110.8
112.0
112.1
112.4
112.4

1118 
112.8 
114 2 
113 6
113.6 
117.7

118.5
118.4

100.0
112.5

108.5
110.7 
1118 
111.9
112.3
112.3

111.3
112.1
113.9
113.0
115.4
117,3

117.5
117 5

100.0 
III.8

106.8 
108 7 
109.3 
109.3
110.7 
110.6

1108 
112.9
112.9 
114 9
115.7
119.0

121.2
121.4

100.0
110.6

106.4 
107.8
108.6 
108 7
110.3
110.3

111.3 
111.4
II1.4 
111.3 
112.6
116.1

117.7
118.1

100.0
109.B

105.0
105.8
106.3
107.0
109.2
109.4

110.6 
111.8
II 1.6 
112.8 
113.6
114.7

116.8
116.8

100.0
109.9

106.8 
106.6 
107 2
108.2
109.2
109.7

109.9
110.8
111.2
112.1
113.1
113.3

116.3
116.4

100.0
109 6

100.0
109 5

1000 
110.6

100 0 
112.8

100.0 
112.5

100.0 
HI.2

100.0
107.3

100.0
113.6

100.0
114.1

100.0
110.6

105.5 
107.1
107.0 
107 4
109.1 
109.3

105.8
107.9
107.4
107.7
109.1
109.3

106.2
107.1
107.6
108.2
108.7
109.6

109.1 
109.3
110.2 
110.6 
Ills 
111.7

108.3
110.4 
110.0
110.8 
III.2
110.6

106.9 
1078
108.3
108.9
109.4 
110.0

104.8
106.2
106.1
106.5
106.7
106.1

105.0
107.7
111.2
111.3
111.4
111.4

110.0
110.0
110.0
111.7
112.5
112.8

106.7
107.8
108.2
109.0
109.4
109.2

109.5 
110.8 
110.8 
112.1
112.6 
1144

115.8
116.8

100.0
109 3

106 I 
107.2 
107.2 
107 8
109 I 
1094

109.4
110.0
110.2
110 9
111.6
113.2

114.6
113.6

108.8
110.2
110.2
111.7
112.0
114.2

113.1
116.8

MELBOURNE

100.0 
1090

105.7
107.5
107.2
107.5 
109 0
109.2

109.1 
109.7 
109.5 
IIO.I
110 6 
113.0

113.4 
IIS.I

110.6 
III.3
112.9
114.1
113.1 
1160

116.4
117.3

100.0
110.6

105.6 
107.1
107.6 
109 I
109.6 
1103

110.6 
lll.l
112.8 
113 6
114.5 
115.1

For footnote tee page 13

115.9 
1163

112 4 
114.6 
115.6 
116.6 
IIS.9
116.6

116.9
119.3

100.0
112.7

109.1 
109.7 
110.6
110.9 
III.8 
112.0

112.1
113.7
114.3
115.6
116.3
116.6

118.9
119 2

112.2 
113.8
114.9 
IIS.I
117.5 
115.1

114.0
117.6

100.0 
112.5

108.3
110.4 
110 0
110.8
111.2
110.6

112.2 
113.8
114.9 
115.1
117.5 
115.1

114.0
117.6

lll.l 
II2.I 
113.3 
114.6 
II3.S 
113.9

116.4
117.7

100.0 
lll.l

1064 
107.9 
108 3 
109.6
IIO.I 
110.6

Ilio 
111.8 
113.3 
114.1 
IlS.I 
IIS.3

II6.I 
116.8

105.7 
107.0 
108.6 
109 7
109.4 
110.5

110.8
112.7

100.0
107.3

105.2 
106 7 
106 2 
106.9 
107.2
106.6

106.8
107.2
107.9
108.8
108.5
109.3

109.6
111.8

115.5
115.6
117.6
117.9 
118.2
120.4

124.1
124.2

100.0
118.5

109.6
112.5
115.5
115.8
116.0
116.0

121.2
122.0
122.4
123.1
123.2
125.0

128.9
129.4

114.7 
113.4
116.3 
117.0
119.6 
119.7

122.0
123.2

100.0 
II4.I

110.3
110.7
III.9
111.9
112.7
113.3

114.0
114.3
115.1
116 7
118.8
119.5

121.5
122.8

110.3 
1112
112.6 
113.5 
114.3
115.2

116.6
118.0

100.0 
III.3

107.6
109.0
109.5
109.9
110.4
110.3

111.4 
111.9
112.5 
113.6 
114.2 
115.1

116.6 
118.2

O



yahte tveighifa)

Ì9T9ÌIÌ 
198081

¡980-81- 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

1981-82- 
Juiy P 
August p

1979-80
1980-81

¡980-81- 
July

September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

1981-82-

August p

TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS-conlinu^J 
(Im olwdi Indei: Ymr 1*7*.« = IM.*)

Elecirical maiehali

All groups 
excluding 
electrical 
maieriab

mechanical 
services

Con­
ductors

20.96%

100.0 
114.2

108.1 
110 0
111.2
113.0
112.9 
113 8

114.9 
115 9
116.7
117.1
118.0
119.2

120.3
121 1

100.0 
IlS.l

109.5
112 0
112.2
112.4
113.3
113.5

114.9
116.4 
118.1
118.4
119 6 
120.7

122.8
123.1

100.0
105.4

103 4 
105.7
103.1
103.6 
106 3
1065

105.0 
106.0
105.4 
107 0 
1059 
106.9

1055
110.2

100.0
104.7

102.5
104.8 
103 0
103.9
104.8
106.2

104.6 
104.5 
104.5
106.3 
IOS.I 
106.0

104.8
109.9

Conduit 

accessories

Switch­
boards

switch­
gear

Lamps

light 
fittings

All 
electrical 
maieriab

All 
electrical 
materials 
excluding 
lamps and 

light 
fittings

Mechanical tervtces componenti
Plumbing maieriab

9.97%

1000
111.9

108.8 
1092 
III.O
111.2 
111.5 
111.6

111.7 
112.5
112.7 
113.1
113.3
115.6

116.7
1168

100.0
111.7

108.7 
108.9 
III.2 
111.3
HI.5 
1119

111.6
112.4
112.5
112.4
112.5
115.6

116.0
116.0

28.92% 40.25% 100.00%

BRISBANE
100.0
112.6

105.7
107.4
108 0
108 5
109 9 
112.8

114.2
115.0
115.4 
116 6
117 3
120.8

122.5
123.0

100.0 
» »3.1

109.3
110.3
111.2
111.3
112.8
112.7

112 8
113.8
114.5
114.6
114.7
118.7

121.0
121.5

100.0
108 5

104.9
105.0
105.3
107.7
108.7
108.8

109.0 
1099 
109.9 
110 8 
110 9
111.3

113.1
113.2

100.0
109 I

106.2
106.1
106 9
107.6
108.7
109.0

109.3 
110.2
110.0 
111.2
1118 
112 2

114.6
114.7

100.0
109.4

105.2 
1062
106.2
107.5 
1088
109 8

109.9
110.7
110.8
111.9
112.0
113.5

1146
115.8

100.0
109.6

1066
107.3 
107 8
1083
109.3
1098

109.6 
110.3
110.4
111.3 
111.3
Hit

114.5
1158

100 0
110 0

1054 
107.1
106 8 
107.3 
108 9 
110.4

1106 
111.3
111.4
112.7
112.7 
IlS.l

115.6
117.5

ADELAIDE

100 0
109 9

106.8
108.1
108.3
108.7
109 8
110 3

109.7 
110.3 
110.7 
HI .3
111.0 
113 7

114 5
116 5

Air 

diiioning
Fire 

protection

Elevators All
and mechanical

services
Hydraulic 
plumbing Drainage

72.81% 1304% 14.15% 100.00% 50.55% 14.52%.

100.0
109.8

105.7
106.5
107.3
108.1
108.8
108.6

109.2 
109.8
112.5

113 8 
114.2

115.8
116.4

100.0
108 9

105.3
106.0
106.5
107.3
107.7
108.1

109 0 
1096 
110.8 
1114 
112.3 
113.2

Forfooinoic sec page 13.

113.2
114.0

100.0
112.6

108.6 
109.3
110.1
110.6 
lll.S
111.7

111.9
113.9
115.0
II6.I 
116 I
116.5

119.2
119.6

1000
112.2

108 6 
109.0 
110.0 
110.4 
110.6 
III.6

111.6 
113.3
114.1
115.2 
1158
116.4

118.9
119.2

100.0
1 »2.5

108.3 
110 4
110.0 
110.8 
III.2 
110.6

112.2 
113 8 
114.9 
IlS.l 
117.5 
IIS I

114.0
117.6

100.0
112.5

108.3 
110 4
110.0 
110.8
III.2
110.6

112.2
113.8
114.9 
115.1
117.5
115 1

114.0
117.6

IO<3.0
110.6

106.4 
107.4
108.1 
108 8 
109 5
109.3

1100 
110 9
113.1
113 9
114.6
114 6

116.0
116.9

100.0
109.9

106.2
107.0
107.4
108.2
108.6
108.9

109.8 
110.7
III.8 
1124 
113.5 
113.9

114.0
115.2

100.0
108.2

107.0 
107.2
108.1
108.9 
109 7
106.5

106.9
108.0
108.5
109.1
109.0
108.9

1105 
111.0

100.0
105.2

104.7
1062
104.6
104.4
104.5
104.1

103.1
I04.B
105.8
106.5
106.2
107.2

108.9
110.1

100.0
111.9

105.0
106.4
107.9
107.9
109.6
110.5

114.2
115.2
115.4
115.4
116 I
118.6

121.5
121.5

1000
112.3

108 0
108 I 
111.4
111.2 
111.2 
111.2

III.9 
II4.I 
115.1 
115.1 
IlS.I 
115.1

119.4
119.4

Hoof 

plumbing
34.95%

100.0
113.7

108.3 
109.8
III..3
112.6
113 3 
1133

114 7
115 2
115.2
115.2
117.2
117.8

118.8
123.4

100.0
114.4

110.6
111.0
111.3
113.3
113.4
113.4

113.7
IIS.9 
115 9
116.7
118.5 
118.5

121.4
122.4

A« 
plumbing 
maieriab
100.00%

100.0
110.6

107.2
108.0
109.2
110.1
110.9
109.5

110.7
111.6 
111.9
112.1
112.9
113.4

115.0 
Ì16.9

100.0
109.4

107.3 
1082
108.0 
108.5 
108.6
108.4

108.1
110.0
110.7
111.3
111.8
112.3

114.8
115.7



TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS-™«/,nued
____________________ _________ (Base of each indci: Year I979-M = 100.0)

Electrical materiali

lvalue weighifa)

1979-80
1980-81

¡980-81— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

iggl.S2—

August p

1979-80
1980-81

l9gO~8l~- 
July 
Augist 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

1981-82— 
July p 
August p

e.vchiding 
electrical 
materials

mechanical Con- 
duciors
20.96%

100.0
112.4

108.3
108.8
110.2
110.6
111.2
112.0

113.0 
113.9
114.4 
1147 
1154
116.7

117.9
118.2

100.0
111.6

107.5
108.6 
109.5
109.7 
i »0.1
110.4

Ilio
112.1
113.9
114.5
115.3
116.4

II6.S
117,0

100.0
106.5

104.1
106.0
104.7
105.7 
107 1
107.7

106.8
107.0
106.4
108.0
106.7
108.1

107.0

100 0
106 I

103.6
106.2
103.5
104.5
106.5
107.7

106.0
107.6
105.7
107.6 
IOb.7
106.9

106.7
110 5

Conduit 

accessories

Switch­
boards

switch-
near

t^smps

llgiti 
/iiiings

A// 
electrical 
materials

9.87% 28.92% 40.25% 100.00%

100.0 
112-8

108.5
108.8
111.3 
III 5
112.7
113.0

113.1
114.2
114.2
114.4
115.0
116.7

117.6
117.7

lOCéO 
Ills

107.5 
HI I 
111.7
III.7 
112.0 
112.0

109 7 
110.7 
H2.6 
IH.6 
114.2 
1164

1166 
II6.8

100.0 
II4.I

107.1
109.6
112.5
112.8
113.3
113.3

113 0
116.3
116.7
117.1
117.6
120.0

121.1
121.6

100.0
113.1

105.8 
Ilio 
112.2 
112.3 
112.6 
112.6

113 8 
113.5 
114.4 
114.6 
115.4 
119.2

119.9
1208

100.0
110.3

107.3
107.5
107.9
108.7 
1099
110.1

110.3
111.8
111.7
112.6
112.6
113.0

115.4
115.7

100.0
109.7

106.7
106.4
107.0
108 0
109.4 
,39.4

109.6
110.5 
lll.O
112.0
112.9
113.4

II6.I 
116.2

100.0 
llO.g

106.7 
107 9
108 9 
109 5 
1106
110 8

110.6 
112.3
112.3 
113 1
113.0 
114.4

115.5
116 7

1000
110 I

105.9 
I0R.2 
108 2 
108 9 
IIO.O 
110 2

110.1 
110.8 
1110
1118 
112.5 
114 0

115.3
1164

All 
electrical 
materials 

excluding 
lamps and 

light 
,/liiings

PERTH

1000 
III.2

106.3
108.2 
109 6
110.1 
lll.O
III.3

110 8 
112.6 
112.7 
113.5 
113.3 
II5.3

115.6
117.4

HOBART

100.0
110.4

105 4 
109 3 
1090 
109.5
110.4 
110.8

110.4 
110 9
lil.l 
111.6 
112 2 
114 4

114.7
116 5

Mechartica! services components Plumbing maieriab

-4ir

diiioning
72.81%

100.0 
III.2

105.9
107 .3
108 0
1086
109.2
109.3

110.5
112.6
114 6
115.3
116.5
116.4

116.3
117.2

1000
112 9

107.0 
107 9
108.5
110.5
III.8 
112.1

112 2
113.6
115.2
118.0 
IIR.’
119.0

For footnote see page 13.

119.8
120.5

Pire

IJ.04%,

1000
112.7

108.6 
1090 
110 3 
110.7 
III.8 
112.0

112.1
114.0
114.8
115.9
1164
117.2

1195
119.8

100 0
112 8

108 7 
109 6 
110.5 
110.9 
1120
112.1

112.0 
113 7
114 7
116 1
116.7
116 9

IIQ.4
119.8

Ele\'aiors

escalators

All
and niffhanical

services
Hydraulic

Drainage
14.15% IW.00% 50.55% I4.52%i.

100.0
112.5

108.3 
110 4 
IIO.O 
110.8 
111.2 
110.6

112.2
113.8
114.9
115.1
117.5
115.1

1140
117.6

100.0
112.5

108..3 
110 4 
110.0 
1108
III.2 
110.6

112.2
113.8 
114 9
115.1
117.5
115.1

114.0
117.6

100.0 
111.6

106 6
107.9
108.6
109.2
109.8
109.8

lll.O 
112.9 
114.6 
115.3 
1167 
116.3

116.4
117.6

100.0
112.8

107.4 
108 5 
10« 9 
110.6
III.7 
111.9

112.2
113.6
115.1
117.4
118.3
118.2

118.9
120.0

100.0
107.2

104.9 
106.5 
106.9 
1069
106.9 
1063

106.6
106.8
107.8
108 .3
109.1
109.8

109 1
III.2

100.0
109 2

106.7 
107.2
108 4 
10« 5
108 5 
108.5

108 0 
109.5 
110.5 
III.2 
111.7
112 I

¡¡2 7

100.0
114 0

106.9 
107.1
III.5 
111.5 
111.5 
111.6

1116 
II6.I 
118.6 
118.6 
118.9 
123.7

127.1
127.2

100.0 
lil.l

107.5 
110.4 
110.5 
110.6 
ilO.6
110.6

110.7 
110.7
112.5 
112.8 
112.8
112.9

112.9
113.2

Poof 
and

plumbing
54.93%

1000
1132

109.7
109.7
109.7
110.6
112.2
112.4

113.7
115.2
115.3
115.6
117.4
117.4

1206
120 6

100.0
II5.I

108.9 
110.9 
II2.I 
113.8
113.8 
113.8

114.6
116.4
117.7
117.7
120.4
121.3

123.6
125.0

zl/Z 
plumbing 
materials
100.00%

100.0
110.3

106.9 
107.7
108 S
108.8
109.4
109.2

109.8 
lil.l 
112.0 
112.3 
113.4
114.5

116.0
116.8

100 0 
111.5

107.6 
108.9 
IIO.O
1106 
110.6 
110.6

110.7
112.1
113.3
113.7
114.9
115.4

115.9
117.1



TABLE 5. INDEX NUMBERS FOR SPECIAL COMBINATIONS OF BUILDING MATERIALS—
(Bbm of each index: Year 1979-W = IM.d)

Electrical materials

lvalue *veighi(a)

All groups 
excluding 
electrical 
materials

mechanical 
services

Com 
ductors

Conduit 

accessories

Sicitcb- 
hoards Lamps

ligf" 
fìiiings

All 
electrical 
materials

All 
electrical 
materials 

excluding 
lamps and 

light 
fillings

Uechartical services compunenis
Plumbing materials

20.96% 9.87% 28.92% 40.25% 100.00%

Air

dilioning
Eire 

protection

Elevators

escalators

All
and mechanical

services
Hydrauhc 
plumbing Drainage

72.81%. 13.04% 14.15% 10(1.00% 50.55% 14.52%

Roof

plumbing

All 
plumbing 
materials

34.93% 100.00%

WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

1979-80 
1980-81

100.0
113.7

100.0
103.2

100.0
112.3

1000 
111.9

1000
1096

100.0
109.7

lOOO 
109.7

100.0
110.4

1000 
112.7

100.0
112.3

100.0 
III.O

100.0
107.2

100.0
114.7

1000 
114.0

100.0
110.7

¡980-8]— 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

108.6
110.4
1113
111.8
112.0
112.4

103.3
103.6
103.1
103.9
103.6
106.4

108.6 
IIO.l 
111.6 
111.8 
112.2 
112.3

106.8
108.6
109.3
109.7 
III.l
1II.4

1059 
106 I 
106.7 
107.7 
109.2 
109.4

105.9 
107 I 
JO7.3
107.9 
1093 
1096

103.9
107.8
107.6
108.0
109.3
109.8

105 8 
106.9 
107.5
108.4
109.0
109.5

108 9 
109.3 
110.3 
110.7 
111.5 
III.8

108.3 
110.4
110.0 
110 8
III.2 
110.6

106 6
107.7
108.2
109.1
109.6 
110 0

103.2
106.5
106.4 
106.8
107.0 
106 I

1069 
109.0 
112 1
112.2 
112 5 
112.6

109.9
110.3
110.9 
112 0
112.7
113.0

107.1
108.2
108.8
109.4
109.8
109.5

January 
February 
March

May

113.7
115.1
116.1
116.6
117,6
118.7

105.1
105.8
105.0
106.8
105.6
106.6

lit.7 
112.6 
113.7 
113.3 
114.8
116.9

III.9
113.1
113.4
114.3
113.1
118.4

110.0 
III.l 
III.l 
112 I 
112.8 
113.5

109.7
110.7
110.7
III.8
112.2
113.8

109.3
II0.4 
110.5
III.5
III.7 
114.0

II0..3 
III.l
II2.8 
113.7 
114.7
115.3

112.1
114.0
114.9
116 0
116.1
116.6

112.2
113.8
114.9
113.1
117.5 
US.I

110 8 
III.8 
113.4 
114.2 
115.3
IIS.3

106.0
107.0
108.0
108.9
108.8
109.6

116.1
117.2
118.5
118.8 
119 0
121.1

114.3
113 I
115.7 
116.5 
118.7
119.1

110.4
III.3
112.2
113.0
113.7
114.6

1981’82- 
July p 
Auguil p

120.0
120.6

103.3 
110.0

117.6
117.6

1203 
120.7

113.8
113.9

113.1
116.2

114.6
116.4

113.9
116.6

119.0
119.4

114.0
117.6

116.0

(a) Compoiiiion and wciihling as at reference base year 1979-80: available on request: see paragraphs 9 and 14 of Explanatory notes.

110.2
111.8

124 7 
1249

121.2
122.8

116.2
117.5

Primed by C. J. Thompson. Commonwealth Government Printer, Ctnbena



TARU 9. IWDKR NVMBERS FOB BFCCIAL COMBINATIONS OF BVILDING MATFBIAU-rnaUawrf 
flaaa 9I toA Maa: 1970^ 3 losA)

Ijf' BMrtftI HMirrltb

»Wbr

l*TM0

SeyitmbM

Namabor

laaaary
P*bnNrr

AovN 
May

I9t¡-O3~ 
lair

eiMfiral

Coital

«TTMorln f**

All 

itiatrfitb

4Z/

fxeMiHg

IlflU

Htfhtmml »rrvirtt fiHttfioiinui

».«* 9.9f% 100.00%
Oitonlnii piWfUoii

Vf'ftion ÁO
^ocf

n.»l% ¡3.00% i»or%
WeiOHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAFITAL OTIES

WkdhawMr 
plumbifig OrwiMirr fhntthit^

30.33% I4.3J% 3493% ¡00.00%

1000
11)7

100.4
109.2

1000
113 9

100.0
1119

100.0 
100.«

IWO 100.0
100.7

100.0
110.4

100.0
112.7

100.0
112.9

100.0 
Ilio

100.0
107.2

1000
114.7

l».O
1144

100.0
110.7

110.4 
ill.) 
ltl.0 
112.0
112.4

109.«
10). I
103.9
109.«
100.4

110.1
111.4

112.2
112.)

101.« 
100.9
1007 
111.I
III.4

104.1
104.7
107.7
109.2
109.4

107.1
107.)
107.9
109.3
109.«

107.0
107.«
1000
109.9
109.0

100.0 
I0T.9

100.0
109.9

109.)
110.) 
110.7 
111.9 
Ills

100.4 
IIO.O 
IIO.O

IIOS

107.7 
100.2 
lOO.I 
100.«
110.0

104.9
104.4
104.0
107.0
104.1

109.0
II2.I
112.2
112.9
112.«

110.9
IIO.O
112.0
112.7
1194

100.0 
100.« 
lOOO 
100.9

119.7 
II9.I 
ll«.l 
II«.« 
IP« 
110.7

130.0
120.«
121.4

(a) Caipwlti— aad «dglMi«

109.1
109.1
109.0
104.1
109.«
104.«

109.9
110.0
110.0

111.7 
112.«
119.7 
119.9
114.0 
uro

II7.Í 
IP.« 
IP.I

Ilio 
9(3.1 
119.4 
114.9 
II9.I 
111.4

120.9
120.7
121.0

IIO.O 
111.I 
III.I
113.1
112.1 
1139

1191
119.0
110.4

109.7
110.7
110.7

112.2
113.0

119.1 
ll«.2 
I P .O

109.9
110.4
110.9
III.9
III.7
114.0

114«
114.4
114.9

110.3 
III.I 
1121 
ll).7
114 7 
119.3

119.9 
II«.» 
110.2

IM rrfwtaM ba« yaar 1970^ avallabh m raqaa«: «• para«npbi 9 aa« 14 of BaHaaaiofy rm«.

II2.I 
114.0 
114.9 
114.0 
II». I
II».«

IIO.O
119.4
119.9

MmW Sr C. J. Thomson. CMBMommlth OowniimiN PrinMr. CaaSm

112.2

114.0
II9.I
117.9 
119 I

114.0
117.»
117.7

110.0 
Ilio 
113.4 
114.2 
119.)
119.9

114.0
II7.I
110.9

I0«.0 
107.0 
101.0 
100.9 
100.0 
109.«

tlO.2

II2.S

114.1 
IP.2 
110.9 
110.0 
119.0 
121.1

134.7
124.0
129.)

114.9 
II9.I
119.7 
li«.9

illl

121.2
122.0
129.2

1M.4 
lit.) 
112.2 
ll).O 
ll).7

114.2
117.9 
II4.I
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APPENDIX
PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN 

HOUSE BUILDING
TECHNICAL NOTE-SALES TAX INCREASE-EFFECTS ON SEPTEMBER 

1981 PUBLISHED INDEX NUMBERS

This index is designed to provide a general measure 
of price change for materials used in the construction of 
buildings other than houses. The pricing basis of the 
index is *dclivered on site’ and prices used in the index 
include sales tax where payable.

The Mies lax increases of 2!4% announced in the2.
1981 Budget to lake effect from 19 August 1981 affected 
the following items included in the index :

Boilers
Light fittings
Lamps
Air conditioning packaged units
Refrigeration equipment-air conditioning
Other air conditioning equipment
Registers and fans used in air conditioning 
Elevators and escalators
Carpet
Vinyl sheet and tiles

No other items in the index are affected by the sales tax 
changes at this time.

Under Sales Tax legislation, materials used in the3.
construction of Commonwealth, State and Local 
Government owned buildings are exempt from sales tax; 
materials used in most non-governmenl 'health* and 
'education* buildings are also exempt. At any particular 
time when there is a change in the rate of sales tax on any 
materials included in the index, the movement in the 
index takes into account the proportion of matenals told 
subject to Hies tax at that time and the proportion of 
materials sold exempt from Hies tax.

4. The index numbers for September 1981 reflect the 
relative importance of taxable and exempt sales of 
materials in each State capital city.

6. Tables I and 2 in this Appendix are provided to aasast 
users who wish to convert published index numbers to 
obtain continuous series for September 1981 and 
subsequent months.

(a) Table I shows conversion factors to be applied 
to particular published series to obtain inilcx 
numbers which LNCLVDEttie full effects of the 
Hies tax increases. Users who wish to calculate 
index numbers on this basis should check if the 
index series they use is listed in this table. If so, 
the index number published for September IBB I 
for a particular city, or for the weighted avenge 
of the six State capital cities, should be 
MULTIPLIED by the relevant conversion factor 
shown in Table I.

(b) Table 2 shows conversion factors to be appficd 
to particular published series to obtain index 
numbers which EXCLUDE entirely the effects 
of the mIcs tax increases. Users who Irish to 
calculate index numbers on this basis should 
check if the index scries they use is listed inTable 
2. If so, the index number published for 
September 1981 should be MULTIPLIED by 
the relevant conversion factor shown in Table 2.

As an example, the calculations involved in deriving 
adjusted index series for September 1981 and subsequent 
months for hir conditioning' for Sydney arc also shown.

7. The conversion factor should be applied to index 
numbers for all months subsequent to September 1981 to 
obtain a continuous series.

8. If you have any inquiries about these adjusimcats, 
please conuct MrT. L. Harlow by telephoning(062) 52 
5542 or our State Offices.

5. The ABS is aware that the index numbers in this 
publication are used widely for adjusting building contract 
values. Because tales taxes are levied at the point of 
pricing used in the index, it is possible to calculate the 
effects of the Hies tax changes on the index. The 
following additional information, therefore, is supplied 
to assist users. Where adjustments to contract values are 
determined by the change in price index numbers from 
one month to the next, users may want to adjust price 
index numbers for September 1981, and subsequent 
months, to either reflect fully or exclude entirely the 
effects of the changes in Hies tax. Index numbers 
published prior to September 1981 do not require 
adjustment because there has been no other increase in 
the rates of talcs tax for materials included in the the 
index during the period covered by the current series of 
index numbers.

AUSTRAUAN BUREAU OF STATISI :CS 
CANBERRA

Oclobee INI
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PRICK INDBX OF MATERIALS USED IN RVILDINf. OTHER THAN HOVSR BUILDING 
TABLR I. CONVERSION FACTORS TO ADJUST PltBLISHED INDEX NUMBERS TOISCLVDi THE FULL EFFECTS OF SALES TAX CHANGE

Factors

7M M 
which 
Index 
number 
pubttrhed

Published Index number affected by 
tales lax Inrreutes In September liHI Sydney Mrlhoumf Urlsbane Adelaide Perth Hobart

aeera^of 
tlx State 

capital 
cities

I 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 A 4 
5 
S

All iroupa
210 Oihtr rahrlcBied matal produeti
22S Appliancm and electrical equipment
220 Indueirlal machlMry and equipment 
- Other materiali

Vinyl iheet and (ilei
Carpat
All alectrieal materiali
Lampe and Hoht Atilnfa 

mechanical eervicM 
'(»ndltlonlng

” Jora and eacalaiore

I.OOI I M2 I.M2 I.MI (Ml i.M3

I.OM 
IMS 
I OM 
1.002 
I OM 
1.002

I.OM 
I M2 
lOM 
I.OM 
IMS 
IMS

roll 
I OM 
I.OlO 
I 004 
I OM 
I.OM

roll 
I.OM 
roll 
IMS 
IMS 
I.OM

I.OM 
I M2 
I.OM
I M2 
I.OM 
I.M2

1.012 
I MS
1.012 
IMT 
I.M* 
I.MS

I.MI 
I.MI 
I .M3 
rooT 
I.M2 
1010 
rolo 
IMS 
I.OM 
IM,2 
I.OM 
I.M2S

Biampla. To derive an Indea number for ’Air conditinning* for Sydney for September IWI. including the full effect! of theialeeiax chanae;
I. Puhllahcd indea number from Table S of the publication
2. Pocaor from TaMe I above
2. Derived indea number (11 a (2)

II9.I 
I.OM 
119.6

AmmIoo BoraM at Suibilca 
OcieMr IMI



• FRICK IMDCX OF MATBRIAL8 UBKD IN BinLDINC OTHER THAN HOUBK BUILDING
TABLE 2. CONVBRSION FACTORS TO ADJUST FUBLISHED IWDKX NUMBERS TO KXCLUDK ENTIRELY THE EFFECTS OF SALES TAX CHANGE

Ftclort

FdMb h 
wbifb 
ItHkx 
utmibfr MlliM tfukx iHintbfr by 

IMI Itt Stpifmbn 1991 Sjuhtry Mtlbonmt Brisbane Adtlildt Nrlf, Hobvt

avrrefre/* 
tix Sttif

dtitt
I

2
2 
2

AR troupe
316 Other bbrieated «wtal producta
33S AppUancea and eteetrlcal equipawnt
336 Induetrial machinery and equipment 
— Other materiate

Vinyl aheol and lilea
Carpet
AR ctectrical materiale
Lampe and ligiH fiitinge
All mechanical aervicca
Air conditioning
Elevatore and acalatore

0.998 0.997 0.999 0.990 0.99R 0.999

0.985 
0.994 
0.986 
0.994
0993 
0.993

0.986 
0.993
0.984 
0.993
0.992 
0.993

0.987 
0.995 
0.987
0.994 
0.993 
0.994

Eumirt». T« dtriw an in4«x number for ‘Air condilioning* (« SydMy for September 1981. eaciuding the full eflecli of the ulea ua change: 
I PuMiehed indea number from Table 5 of the pubUcation 
2. Factor from Table 2 above
3. Derived indea nomber (t) a (2)

3.987 
0.995
0.986
0.995
0.994 
0.994

0.985 
0.994 
0.985
0.993 
0.992 
0.993

b.999 
0.995 
0.989
0.996 
0 996 
0.995

0.998 
0.998 
0.995
0.991 
0.997 
0.985
0.986 
0.994 
0.985
0.994 
0.992 
0.993

a

Aoataahaa •uraau of Statietica 
October 1981

II9.I 
0.993 
118.3

0




