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MAIN EEATDRES maintenance and alteration work, and in czig/nccw 
(■(•iisfniciioii work (e.g. projects such as roads, dams.
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bridges and the like), rhe weighting pattern nl the index, 
being designed lor lire specific purpose nienlioned at the
beginning of ihis paragraph, is nut applieahle to these
other activities of the construction industry. In addition.
since the weights are based on an average materials usage 
ovei a range of types of building w'iihin the defined area

Melbourne
Brisbane 
.•Xdetaide
I’crlh
Hobart
Weighted average of
six Stale capital eitie.s

+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.1
+0.2 
+0.4 
+0.3

+0.4

+7.1)

+5.2
+6.4

+6.1

The .All groups index for Ihe ueighled average ol Ihe
six Slate capital cities rose b> 0.4'- between
September 1978 and (klober 197S mainly due to 
increased prices for electrical installation inalerials, 
ready-mixed concrete, clay bricks and inechanival
services components. Illese increases were partly
offset bv decreased prices tor some plumbing lixtures.

The All groups index for the weighted average of (he 
si.x State capital cities rose by 6.1'- between October 
1977 and October 1 978 compared with a rise of 9.2'- 
between October 1976 and Octobei 1977 and a rise 
of 12.0'7 between October I97S and October 1976.

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
filis bulletin contains index innnbers d the

Price Inde.x ol Materials fised in Building Other than
(louse Building. .A detailed description ol the iiide.x is 
contained in/.íz/íoiífNo. 5h. H)7.( (pp. ). A
Price Index of Materials ( sed m House Building is
published in a separate htillcini ((i4()K.()l. inttex iiiiiiihcrs 
for the ciirmtl inoHtli imd the iireiiom month arc 

prelitiiinary anti siih/ccI to revision.

Scope and composition
2. The index measures changes in prices ol selected 
inaterials used in the eonslruction ol buildings other 
than houses and lu\\'-r¡se flats (in general, those up to 
three storeys). It includes 72 items, combined m eleven 
groups, in addition to an All groups index. Aliliough the 
selected materials (or many ot iheni) arc also used in 
house (and low-rise flat) building, in building repaii.

(building other than house building), the index is not
necessarily applicable to an\ specific building oi lypeol
building included in that area.

j hems and weights
. file index is a fixed weights index. Ilie items

I weights were derived rroiii reported values ol 
malen.ils used in selected representative buildings
and

Used in
constructed in or about 1^66-67, Hie single weigliting
panelli leíales to the whole ol Australia, and is applied
(with ni'iior exceptions) ui calculating iiuiexes tor eavh
State i.apilal city. The weights for groups ol items are
shown in Table 2. Further details concerning the

contained tn Labour Repori No.weighting pattern .
5S. I ‘I"’., (Rcl. No. h.7). The leference base nt' the index

are

IS the sear ptfrtvh'’ = 100.0.

Prices
Prices are collected as al the niid-poiiil til the

: monili to which the index refers, or as near thereto as
• piaclicahle. 

commodity aiul
lliey relate to specified standards ol each

are obtained from lepreseiilalive
suppliers ol materials used in building. In geneial the
point .il pricing is Mlvernl on site but in some cases ¡1 
has been necessary In use the nearest realistic price 
available, e,g. that lot supplied and .Itxed. l.ncal prices 
aie used in the Indexes Int each capital city, wiih the

whole of the group........ exception that lor the
Idectrieal installation inaterials and the ina|iirity nl ihe
main

Items in the group .Mechanical services cninpnneiits, 
series are used. As IurasSydney and Melbourne price

possible, actual transactinn puces are used lit the index 
as distinct I'rnin list prices, riitis measures nl'.syiccra/ot 
other discounts ate sought where these are believed tn be 
significant. 'Fo the extent that they can be determined, 
significant changes in special discounts arc incnrpnrated 

the index hut this may somelinies be on a partly

as

ill
estimated basis, 
revisions.

and may sometimes necessitate

Indc.x niiinbeni
.S. tlie index Inis been eonipileil I'nr each iniintli 
friiin July I'Hd’. anil lor itie financial years Itoin



1466-67. Index numbers for financial years are simple 
averages of the relevant monllily index numbers. Index 
numbers for each State capital city and lor the weighted
average of the six capitals are given for all ¡groups
eotnhined in Table 1 and for each firnup »1 items in
Table 2. Tlie separate city indexes measure price 
movements within each capital city individually. Tliey 
enable comparisons to be drawn between cities as to 
differences in degree of price movement from period to 
period, but not as to the differences in price level.

Percentage changes
b. Tables 1 and 3 also show price movements
expressed in terms of percentage changes. The lollowing 
example illustrates the method ot calculating percentage 
changes, with reference to Table 1.

Weighted average ot six State capital cities
Index number as at July ld78
Index number as ai June 147X
Percentage change - 25H.5

257.H
257^

258.5
257.8

X 1ÛO = +Ü.3';

11. Tlie series shown in Table 4 can only be
publislied for the weighted average of the six Slate
capital cities. It is not possible to publish in this detail
for each city separately because insulficienl price series
are available in some
confidentiality restrictions.

lnteq>retation
12.

instances or because of

111 interpreting movements in the index.
particularly those from month to month, it should be
noted that changes frequently occur in an u neven
fashion both over time and also, between separate
capital cities, al the same points of time. Changes in
index numbers for individual months should nt^t be
interpreted in isolation and without relerence to changes 
over longer periods.

Related publications
13. Users may also wisli to refer to the following
price index publications which are available on request.

Special purpose inde.x
7. Index numbers for the special purpose inde.x tor
.All groups excluding Idectrical installation materials and

Price Index dJ Materials C'sed iii House Huildm^ 

(6408.QI
Price Index of Materials Used in Manu/aerurin^ 

Industry' (641 1.01

Mechanical services components arc shown lor each . Price Indexes ,)f Artieles Produced by

capital city and the weiglited average of the six capitals
in the second column from the right in Table 2.

Inde.x numbers for selected items
X. Tliiriy-four index number series lor selected

Maiiujacturing Industry (6412.0)
Price Index of ^■lel■trlcal Installation .Materials 

(6404.0)

Price Indexes of Metallic Materials (M10.0)

items or combinations of items are shown in lable 4 ot 
tins bulletin. These inde.x numbers represent selected 
coinponenis ot each ot the published groups shown in 
Table 2. They relate either to single items or to 
coinbiiiations of items as shown in the weighting pattern 
for tins index published on pages 46 and 47 ot Labour 
Report Mo. 58, 1473 (Ref. No. 6.7).

14. Ollier ABS publications which may be of
interest include :

Kates Indexes, Preliminar)^ (631 1.0)

. k'íjjít'KaZi'.v (631 2.0)

Average Weekly Earnings (6302.0)

A supplement containing monthly item index 15.

numbers cor'’esponditig to those in Table 4 has been 
prepared for the period July 1472 to June 1477 and is
available, free of charge, on application to the ABS.

10. h has not been possible to include tn fable 4
indexes for all of the items which comprise the total 
inde.x because for some items the available price scries
arc regarded as not sufficiently representative to permit 
publication at that level. In addition item indexes have
not generally been published lor items of relatively low
importance in the index.

Al! publications produced by the AB.S are
listed in Catalogue <>/ hthlicatiims (1I01.Û) wliicli is
av;,';iilable free of charge from any AB.S oltice.

Symbolsand other usages
figures subject to revision.p preliminary

r figures revised since previous issue.
11,1 or less than half the final digit shown.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician
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TABLE 1. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING - ALL GROUPS

Sydney Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart

Weighted 
average of 
six State 

capital cities

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of each index : Year 1966-67 = 100.0)

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

199.0
221.5
239.9

209.4
234.8
254.4

216.3
241.2
260.9

210.4
234.3
254.2

208.3
235.4
258.3

210.4
234.8
253.7

206.2
230.3
249.7

1977-78 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March 
April 
May

1978-79
July 
August 
September p
October p

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

1977-78 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1978-79 
July 
August 
September p 
October p

1977-78 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March
April 
May

1978-79 
July
August
September p
October p

234.7
236.2
237.3
239.3

240.7 
242.0
243.2 
.45.1
245,9 
248.3

249.8
250.6
251.8
252.7

%

+13.1
+11.3 
+8.3

+9.3
+9.4
+8.9
+8.8

+8.5
+7.6
+7.1

+7.5 
+8.0

+0.6 
+0.6 
+0.5 
+0.8

+0.6 
+0.5 
+0.5 
+0.8 
+0.3 
+1.0

+0.6
+0.3
+0.5
+0.4

249,2
250.0
252.7
254.3

255.7
256.5
257.7
259.0
260.1
262.1

261.4
262.0
262.3
263.7

%

+ 15.9 
+12.1 
+8.3

+9.1 
+8.8
+9.3
+8.6

+8.6
+7.8
+7.6 
+6.8
+7.3 
+7.5

+6.0 
+5.5 
+5.3 
+5.5

+0.4 
+0.3
+ 1.1 
+0.6

+0.6 
+0.3 
+0.5 
+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.8

-0.3 
+0.2 
+0.1 
+0.5

256.2
257.1
259.3
260.6

249.2
250.2
252.3
253.8

253.4
254.6
256.9
258.1

249.6
250.8
252.6
253.9

244.7
245.8
247.7
249.4

262.1
263.2
264.1
264.9
266.6
268.8

255.2
256.3
257.8
259.1
260.9
262.6

259.3
259.7
261.4
263.1
265.1
266.9

254.7
255.5
256.4
257.6
259.3
260.7

250.7
251.8
252.9
254.6
255.7
257.8

269.8
270.8
271.4
271.8

263.0
263.1
262.8
263.2

26/.6
269.3
269.8
270.8

261.9
262.9
263.5
264.2

258.5
259.4
259.9
260.9

PERCENTAGE CHANGES

% % %

Change from previous year

+ 15.9 
+ 11.5 
+8.2

+16.2

+8*5

+ 17.9
+ 13.0

+9.7

+ 17.3
+ 11.6
+8.0

+ 15.1
+ 11.7

+8,4

Change from corresponding month of previous year

+9.0 
+8.9 
+8.8 
+8.3

+9.0 
+9.0
+9.3
+8.8

+ 11.2 
+ 10.6 
+10.7
+ 10.2

+8.9
+8.9
+9.0
+8.2

+9.3 
+9.2 
+9.2 
+8.8

+8.4
+7.8
+7.4
+6.9

+7.8

+8.7 
+8.1 
+8.1
+7.6 
+8.2
+8.4

+ 10.0 
+9.3 
+7.9 
+8.0 
+8.6 
+8.9

+8.2 
+7.7 
+7.2 
+6.8
+7.2

+8.6
+7.9

+7.2
+7.6
+7.9

+6.6 
+6.4 
+5.9 
+5.7

+7.2 
+6.2
+5.5
+5.2

+7.6 
+6.9
+6.5
+6.4

+6.6
+6.2 
+5.6
+5.3

+6.9
+6.6
+6.2
+6.1

Change from previous month -

+0.7 
+0.4
+0.9 
+0.5

+0.6
+0.4
+0.8
+0.6

+0.6 
+0.5 
+0.9 
+0.5

+0.8 
+0.5 
+0.7 
+0.5

+0.6
+0.4
+0,8
+0.7

+0.6 
+0.4 
+0.3 
+0.3 
+0.6 
+0.8

+0.4 
+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.1

+0.6
+0.4
+0.6
+0.5
+0.7
+0.7

+0.5 
+0.2 
+0.7 
+0.7 
+0.8 
+0.7

+0.3
+0.3
+0.4
+0.5
+0.7
+0.5

+0.5 
+0.4
+0.4
+0.7 
+0.4
+0.8

+0.2

-0.1
+0.2

+0.3 
+0.6 
+0.2 
+0.4

+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.3

+0.3 
+0.3 
+0 ** 
+0.4



Value weight (c/

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

1 977-78 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May

1978-79 
July 
August 
September p 
October p

1975-76 
1976-77 
1977-78

1977-78 
September 
October 
November 
13ecember

January 
February 
March

1978-79 
July 
August
September p
October p

TABLE 2.

Concrete mix. 
cement, 

sand. etc.

I0.4!%

202.0
224.4
243.9

231.8
241.5
243.3
243.3

245.8
248.6
250.6
251.6
252.2
254.4

258.4
259.9
263.5
264.5

191.8
216.2
235.9

230.4
231.3
234.4
235.1

240.0
240.3
240.5
241.5
241.9
241.4

228.4
222.2

r221.3
227.1

PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING - CROUP INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of each index : Year 1966-67 = 100.0)____________

Cement 
products

flrifJu, 
ifone, 

eft'.

Timber, 
board and 

foinery

Steel 
and iron 
products

.4 luminium 
producís

metal 
products

Piu mbing 
fixtures

.Miscel­
laneous 

materials

Electrical 
installation 
materials fa)

Mechanical 
sendees 

components

Special 
purpose 
Index (b) AII groups

J. 64 % 5.28'^. ¡1.90% JU. 58% 2.59% 7.099! 8.()] % ¡2. 70^e 78.69^c IÜO.00%

S\DNEY

217.9
240.7
263.6

260.3
260.4
261.2
262.9

265.8
267.5
267.5
272.6
266.4
267.9

268.0
268.3

r268.7
272.1

215.3
237.3
261.0

252.2
252.2
259.1
259.1

262.0
263.2
267.6
270.8
271.6
274.1

275.1
275.1
274.5 
274.a

200.1
222.3
238.7

237.6
237.6
237.8 
2 38.2

240.6
240.8
240.8
244.3
244.6
244.9

245.2
246.2
246.5
247.3

189.8
205.4
221.2

217.9
219.0
220.2
220,4

220.5
223.2
223.2
225.7
226.6
227.6

227.7
228.0
228.0
235.4

209.5
230.0
249.2

244.3
245.5
245.5
247.2

247.2
249.7
251.0
255.8
257.8
258.6

258.7
260.3
261.2
261.6

212.0
2 38.1
256.7

252.1
253.5
253.8
254.8

256.4
258.9
260.6
261.6
261.9
262.2

262.2
262.7
263.2
262.7

198.7
223.5
241.5

237.7
237.2
238.8
241.5

242.0
243.6
244.6
245.0
245.9
249.4

2S1.7 
252.3 
253.4
253.4

239.6
272.3
296.3

290.9
290.9
295.7
297.7

298.0
298.6
299.7
300.1
301.4
305.4

306.5
308.0
308.0
308.3

197.5
21 5.4
232.2

230.6
232.0
231.9
232.7

233.4
233.4
233.9
234.2
236.5
240.1

240.6
241.5
241.5
242.2

186.2
209.0

207.0
209.1
208.2
209.2

21 1.2 
21 1.2
21 1.3 
216.0 
216.5 
220.9

217.9
220.9
225.3
228.2

MELBOUKNE

194.1
217.1
235.5

231.6
233.3
234.7
237.2

237.4
237.4
237.4
237.8
240.9
240.9

241.9
246.3
246.1
246.7

164.3
183.5
185.3

181.0
182.3
183.1
183.6

185.3
184.7
185.6
186.8
189.6
194.9

192.4
194.9
197.7
200.7

i'or foolnotes see page 7.

230.7
249.3
266.0

263.1
263.8
263.8
267.9

267.9
268.3
268.4
268.4
268.4
2o8.4

268.4
268.4

r236.1
237.1

249.9
267.5
270.0

267.8
267.9
268.1
271.0

271.0
271.7
273.5
275.1
275.2
275.1

275.9
275.9
267.5
255.1

191.3
209.7
230,5

224.3
225.2
225.6
230.7

232.1
234.6 
236.0 
237.1
237.9 
238.9

241,7 
r237.6 
r239.4
240,9

187,6
203,0
216,4

212.9
214.1
214.4
216.7

217,0
218.3
218,7
219.6
220.1
219.9

221.0
221.7
223.0
222.5

199.6
21 5.3

209.1
210.5
21 2.3

2 1 6.8 
2 1 6.9 
2 I 9.8 
221.6
225.0

224.8
226.8 
2 28.4 
232.0

1 77.4
1 99.6
2 1 5.3

209.1
210.5

2 1 S.3

221.6
2 2 5.0

224.4
226.8
228.4
232.0

200.7
224.6
246.4

240.6
241.4
243.7
245.0

247.1
248.0
250.7
253.5
254.4
255.9

257.6
259.5
260.8
261.7

201.6
2 2 5.6
247.3

241.6
242.5
244.7
246.0

247.8
248.7
251.4
254.3
255.1
256.6

2 58.1
260.1
261.4
262.3

201.1
223.3
241.5

236.6
238.1
239.0
241.1

242.1
243.8
244.8
246.6
247.3
249.6

251.3
251.8
252.9
253.5

214.1
240.1
259.8

254.8
255.5
2S8.4
259.9

261.1
262.0
263.1
264.1
265.1
267.1

265.9
266.2
266.1
267.4

199.0
221.5
239.9

234.7
236.2
237.3
239.3

240.7
242.0
243.2
245.1
245.9
248.3

249.8
250.6
251.8
252.7

209.4
234,8
254.4

249.2
250.0
252.7
254.3

255.7
256.5
257.7
259.0
260.1
262.1

261.4
262.0
262.3
263.7



TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING - GROUP INDEX NUMBERS - continued
(Base of each index : Year 1966-67 = 100.0)

Value weight (c)

1975-76
1976-77
1977-78

1977-70 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

1978-79 
July 
August
September p
October p

1975-76
1976-77
1977-70

1977-70 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March 
April

1970-79 
July 
August
September p
October p

Concrete mix. 
cement, 

sand, etc.

10.41%

189.7
207.4
225.0

220.2
222.1
222.2
223.5

225.1
228.6
228.6
228.9
231.7
231.7

232.4
235.0
235.0
235.3

185.7
209.0
232.2

226.2
229.0
230.5
231.1

232.3
238.6
24 1.0
241.0
236.8
233.6

226.3
220.9
212.4
207.4

Cement 
products

3.64%

234.1
266.9
290.6

284.3
265.4
286.4
287.2

290,3
292.2
296.6
298.7
301.1
302.5

301.7
301.8
302.5
302.5

233.8
259,0
291.8

283.5
286.3
288.3
288.3

293.1
297.0
298.0
300.0
303.0
303.2

304.2
304.2
304.2
309.2

Bricks. 
Stone.

5.28%

207.8
234.8
247.2

245.0
245.2
245.2
245,2

248.2
248.7
248.9
248.9
250.0
251.1

252.0
253.9
254.0
257.2

221.1
242.7
264.3

259.5
259.7
259.8
259.8

267.9
268.9
270.5
270.8
270.8
271.8

281.4
281.4
281.4
281.4

Timber, 
board and 

joinery

J 1.90%

246.3
270.7
292.5

288.3
288.5
288.7
289.9

291.5
296.6
296.8
297.2
297.6
300.4

301.6
301.7
301.7
301.7

244.3
273.6
291.0

289.3
289.4
289.1
291.5

2 91.4
291.5
293.0
293.6
297.5
300.1

300.5
300.8

r301.7
303.6

Steel 
and iron 
products

30.58%

249.0
280.5
304.6

299.4
299.4
304.7
306.2

307.3
307.3
308.1
308.4
310.5
314.1

314.4
315.1
315.3
315.9

225.1
2 50.1
271.9

265.4
266.5
271.1
272.8

273.2
273.9
275.5
277.1
278.7
281.9

282.4
282.8
282.9
283.5

Aluminium 
products

6.01%

Other 
metal 

products

2.59%

BRISBANE

194.4
212.0
224.7

220.7
225.3
225.3
225.5

225.9
225.9
225.9
225.9
229.5
229.6

229.6
229.9
230.2
230.2

ADELAIDE

185.1
206.9
223.3

222.0
222.0
222.0
222.0

222.0
222.0
222.0
222.0
235.2
235.3

235.6
235.9
236.1
236.1

Plumbing 
fixtures

1.19%,

158.2
181.2
189.3

187.9
189.3
190.5
189.3

189.5
189.9
187.9
190.4
190.4
190.8

191.6
190.7
190.7
194.3

176.6
202.2
202.4

199.7
200.0
199.7
200.6

202.1
202.3
201.3
204.1
205,5
210.8

209.1
210.0
213.2
217.2

For footnotes see page 7.

.Miscel­
laneous 

materials

7.09%

234.0
255.4
269.2

266.0
268.9 
268.U
270.7

270.7
271.9
272.1
272.1
271.9
271.9

272.0
272.7
273.2
237.0

235.4
254.1
270.8

270.2
270.4
270.5
271.8

271.8
271.8
271.8
271.8
272.0
272.0

272.0
268.5
262.6
248.5

171.5
183.8
200.1

197.2
199.0
199.2
199.9

201.1
201.3
202.6
202.9
203.2
203.8

210.9
210.9 

r211.5
211.8

192.3
208.7
224.4

220.6
221.2
221.6
224.7

225,6 
226.2
226,2 
228,1
228,6 
228,9

233.6
233.6
235.0
235.0

Electrical 
installation 

materials (a)

8.6} %

177.4
199.6
215.3

209.1
210.5
212.3
215.3

216.8
216.9
219.8
221.6
225.0

224.0
226.8
228.4
232.0

177,4
199.6
215.3

209.1
210,5
212.3
21 5.3

217.7
216.0
216.9
219.6
221.6
225.0

224.B 
226.0 
228.4 
232.0

.Mechanical 
services 

components

12. 70%,

201.9
226.7
248.5

242.6
243.5
245.7
247.4

249.2
250.0
252.7
255.5
256.3
258.1

259.6
261.6
263.2
264.1

201.4
225.4
247.0

241.3
242.2
244.4
245.7

247.4
248.3
251.1
253.9
254.7
256.2

257.9
259.9
261.1
262.0

Special 
purpose 
index (b)

78.6 9%c

222.9
248.1
267.9

263.5
264.4
266.6
267.7

269.1
270.4
271.1
271.5
273.2
275.3

276.4
277.1
277.3
277.4

215.5
239.6
259.6

254.8
255.8
257.9
259.4

260.5
262.0
263,3
264.4
266.2
267.8

268.1
267.6
266.8
266.8

All groups

¡00.00%

216.3
241.2
260.9

256.2
257.1
259.3
260.6

262.1
263.2
264.1
264.9
266.6
268.8

269.8
270.8
271.4
271.8

210.4
234.3
254.2

249.2
250.2
252.3
253.8

255.2
256.3
257.8
259.1
260.9
262.6

263.0
263.1
262.8
263.2



TABL: 2. PRICE INDEX 01 MATERIALS USED IN BULDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BL II l)IN(i (iROl P INDEX NUMBERS - ciiiiliniied
(Bast- of each index : Year 1966-67 = IÜO.Ü)

Value wei};ht (c/

197S-76
I 976-77
I 977-78

1977-78 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
l-chruary 
March

1978-79 
July 
August
September p 
Otoher p

Concrete mi.v. 
cement, 

sand, etc.

10.4!''I

169.1
194.0
216.1

21 5.2
21 5.2
21 6.3
21 6,9

216.9
21 6.9
21 6.9
217.9
221.7
223.7

223.8
222.2
222.4
222.9

Cement 
prinJucts

Hricks, 
Slone, 

eic.

5.28^!

212.2
240.7
258.3

253.9
2 54.1
256.5
256.9

259.9
260.2
262.7
263.0
263.0
263.4

263.5
263.9
264.1
264.3

216.3

264.2

257.7
263.1
263.1
263.1

263.7
264.7
268.8
268.8
270.3
271.8

271.8
273.0
273.0
277.1

Tiinher. 
board and 

¡oinery

/1.90'1

219.2
249.5
274.0

270.8
271.5
272.1
273.0

273.2
274.2
277.1
279..3
279.5
279.«

21R.S 
283.1 
284.4 
284.8

.Steel 
and iron 
products

.io.ssn

243.5
274.6
302.5

295.9
296.4
301.5 
.302.6

304.4
304.6
305.2
308.2

31 4..3

318.3
318..1
318.8

Aluminiiiin 
producís

fi.Oiri

Pl.K Hi

186.« 
2Ü9.Ü
230.,5

227.2
2.3 2.8
2 33,1
233,1

233.1
2.33.2
23.3.2 
2 33.2 
2 33.6 
2.33.0

2 33
233

2 3.3

Orhcr

products
Plumbing 
fixture.'i

.Miscel­
laneous 

malcriáis

Ilecirical 
insiallaiioti

Mechanical

tHuleritils (a) ei>inpi>neinx

12.71)-;

purposi’ 
iiide.x (h)

7.S.69;:

AH grimps

loo.oo-;

1 58.4
178.1
1 80.7

i 76.6
I 78.9
179.6
1 79.7

IKU.7
I 80.7 
182.0
I 82.0
I 8 1.8
1 85.9

I 8,3..3
I 85.4
I 87.3
I 88.7

I 76.8
1 97.4

179.5
206.8
228.2

177.4
199.6

201.7
2 26.0
247.9

2 1 2.7
240.9
2 64.6

208.,3
2.3 5.4
2 5 8..3

2 1 0.8 
210.8 
2 I 1.0 
21 5.1

217.5

219.5
220.2
220.2
220.2

2 I 9. .1 
218.2
2 I 9.5 
217.0

227

228
229
23.3
233 
2 34
235

0 
8
7 
«
9

2.38.6
239.2
239.4
241.4

2 09.1
210.5
2 I 2..3

217.7
216.«
2 1 6.9
219.8
221.6
225.0

224.8
226.8
228.4
2.32.0

24 1.9
242.8
245.2
246..5

24«.2 
249.1
252..5
255..3 
256.1 
257.6

259.1
261.1
262.4
263.2

260.0
261.3
263.7
264.6

265.6 
266.1
2 67.6 
269.3 
271..3
2 7.3.0

27.3.6
275.3
275.5
276..3

2 5.3.4
2 54.6
256.9
2 58.1

2 59..3
259.7
26 1 .4
263.1

266.9

267.6
269.3
269.8
270.8

3.64% 2..^y‘' 1.19'.; 7.l)9'-^

o

7

6

HOHAK'l

1975-76 
1 976-77
I 977-78

185.3
206.2
220.9

207.8
2 36.5
258.8

238.1
262.6
290.6

222.4
249.5
269.8

236.9
262.9
282.1

176.2
199.0
218.4

I 76.5 
193.4
2 06..3

221.6
246.5
259.0

188.1
209.9
225..5

1 77.4
1 99.6
2! 5..3

201.7
226..3
247.8

2 I 5.4
240.0
258.9

2 10.4
2 34.8

I 977-7« 
•September 
October 
Nove 111 her 
December

21 7.1 
217.1 
217.1
220.«

255.8
258.2
258.8
259.2

282.0
292.0
293.1
293.«:

266.8
267.0
267.0
267.7

278.4
279.2
283.0
283.6

219.2
218.8
218.8
2 I 8.8

2 0 2. .3 
204.Ü 
204.1 
2ÜH.6

254.9
255.8
258.3
260.2

221.1
222.2
222.6
224.4

209,1
2 I 0.5
212.3
2 1 5..3

242,1
243.0
245.2
246,5

256.5
258.2
259.4

249.6
250.8
25 2.6
2 5 3.9

January 
I'cbruary 
March

May

220.8
222.9
223.3
224.5
228.8
228.9

260.6
260.6
260.6
260.6
265.0
265.6

294.4
294.4
292.5
293.0
294.0
297..3

268.3
269.2
274.2
275.4
275.7
276.0

283,9
284.9
2 84..3
285.3
2 86.1
287,8

218.8 
2 I 9..1 
219.3 
2 I 9..3 
224.2
224.3

208.6
208.6
209.1
209.6
209,6
209,6

261.5
261.5
261. -I
261.«
261.«
263.3

2 25.7 
226.« 
230.0 
2.30.6 
232.0 
232.6

217.7 
216.8
7 1 6.9 
219.8 
221.6 
225.0

248.2
249.1
251.8
254.7
255.5
257.0

259.8
260.7
261.4
262.4
264.0
265.2

254.1 

256.4
257.6
259.3
260.7

1978-79 
July 
August 
.September p 
October p

232.0
232.4
232.4
232.7

266.0
275.-3
275.4
275.4

297.3
297.3
297.3
297,3

277.6
277.7
277.9
278.4

284.8
289.8
290.5

224..3
224.3
225.5
225.6

21 1.4
2 I 1.6 

2 I .3.1

263.4
2 64.0
264..1
260.7

235.4
235.5
235.5
236.,1

224.8
226.«
228.4
232.0

258,6
260.6
*61,9
262.7

2 66..5
267..1
267.5
267.9

26 1.9
262.9
263.5
2 64.2

I'or fontnotes sec page 7.



Value weight (c}

Ï415-16

1977-78
1911-16 

September 
October 
November 
December
January 
February 
Marc h

1978-79
July 
August 
September p 
October p

l'a/ue weight (ci

1977-78 
51ay

1978-79 
July 
.August 
September p 
October p

1977-78

1978-79
July-
August
September p
October p

TABLE 2. PRKT- INDEX Ol- MATERIALS LSED IN BI ILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE HUH.DING - GROUP INDEX NUMBERS - nmiiiiuej 
_________  ____ (Base of cat'll index; Year 1966-67 = 100.0)

Concrete mix. 
cemeni, 

sand, etc.

J0.4¡7f

193.0
215.6
235.3

227.7
232.3
234.1
234.6
231.3
239.6
240.7
241.4
242.2
242.8

240.5
239.1 

r239,6
241.2

products 

3.64%

Bricks Timber, 
board and 
joinerx

11.90%

Steel 
and iron 
products

30.58%

.4lumiiiium 
products

6.01%

Other 
metal 

products

2.59%

Plumbing 
fi.\tures
1.19%

.'Hiscel- 
laneous 

niolerials

Electrical 
installation

.Mechanical 
services

WUGHTEt) AVERAGE Ol- .SIX STATE CAPITAL VI TILS

7.09%
materials (al components

8.61% ¡2.70%

Special 
purpose 

inde.v (bj 
~78.69'}r

.411 groups 

¡00.00%

220.0
244.7
268.4

262.7
263.2
265.9
266.7
269.8
271.4
273.5
276.9
275.3
276.8

277.2
277.6
277.6
279.6

202.7
224.0
241.0

238.2
239.2
239.7
239.9
242.1
243.1
243.6
245.6
246.4
247.2

248.3
249.1
249.3
252.3

219,3
243.6
263.2

259.0
259.9
260.1
261.5
262.1
264.6
266.1
268.7
269.8
271.0

271.2
272.3
273.0
273..3

223.4
251.7
273.4

266.5
268.4
272.0
274.1
274.7 
275.6
276.6 
277..3
278.7
282.2

283.7
284.6
285.1
285,4

193.6
2 J 3.7
230.8

228.2
230.2
230.6
231.5
232.0
232.0
232.3
232.5
236.2
2.17.5

238,0 
2 39.7 
239.6
240.1

173.3
195.0
198.1

194.3
I9S.9
195.9
196.6
198.1
197.8
198.0
200.8
201.9
205.9

203.9
205.9
208.9
211.8

232.1
251.2
263.7

261.0
261.7
261.8
265.0
265.2
265 8 
266.5
266 9 
267.0 
267.0

2o7.2
266.8 

r251.3
242.1

186.8
204.2
221.9

2\1.2
218.3
218.7
222.0
222.9
224.4
225.8
226.7
227.3
227.9

230.9
229.5
230.8
231.5

177.4
199.6
215.3

209.1
210.5
212.3
215.3

216.8
216.9
219.8
221.6
225.0

224.8
226,8
228.4
232.0

201.,3
225.4
247.2

242.2
244.5
245.8
247.7
248.6
251.4
254.2
255.0
256.6

258.2
260.2
261.5
262.4

TABLE 3. PR.1CE INDEX OF MATERIALS L'.SED IN ULTLDING OTIIFR THAN HOUSE BUILDING - PERCENTAGE CHANGES 
WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

Concrete mix. 
cernent, 

sand, etc.

¡0.41%

Cement 
products

3.64%

Bricks. 
Stone, 

etc.

5.28%,

Timber, 
board and 
/oirtery

11.90%

Steel 
and iron 
products

30.58%

Aluminiiiin 
products
6.0!^

Other 
metal 

products
2.59%

Plumbing 
fixtures

1.19%

.^fiscel- 
laneous 

materials

7.09%

Electrical 
installation 

nuterials fa)
8.61%

Mechanical 
services 

components

12.70%

Change from corresponding month of previous year

+ 10.0 
+9.7

+ 7.4

r+S.2 
+ 3.B

+ 0.3 
+0.2

-0.9
-0.6 
r+0.2
+0.7

+ 10.2
+ 9.6

+ 8.6
+ 7.1 + 6.2 + 8,.l + 4.1

+ 5.6
+ 5.5

+ 7.9
+ 7.6

+ 6.5
+ 8.2

+ 8.5
+ 8.5

210.1
234.5
253.9

249.1
250.2
252.1
253.7
254.8
256.1
257.1
258.4
259.5
261.6

2o2.3
262.8
26.3.1
263.8

.Special 
purpose 
index (bj 
~78.69%

+ 7.5

206.2
230.3
249.7

244.7
245.8
247.7
249.4

250.7
251.8
252.9
254.6
255.7
257.8

258.5
259.4
259.9
260.9

.41! groups 

¡00.00%

+ 7.6
+7.9

+ 6.6
+ 5.7
+ 6.2

+ 6.9
+ 6.2
+4.7

+ 5.3
+ 5.3
+ 5.4
+ 5.2

+ 6.5
+ 6.2
+ 6.3

+ 6.8 
+ 7.3 
*5.0
+4..3

+ 3.5

+ 7.5
*8.1

+ 3.1 
r-3.7
-7,5

+ 6.1
+ 6 3
+ 6.0

+ 7.2
+ 8.5
+ 9.2

+ 10.2

+ 8.0
+ 8.6
+ 8.4
+ 8.3

+ 6.7 
*6.1 
+ 5.6 
+ 5.4

+ 6.9 
+6.6 
*6.2 
+ 6.1

Chanet- from previous monih

-0.6
*0.5

+ 0.3
+ 0,3

•0.4
+ 0.4

*0.5
+ 1.3 tab

+ 0.5
+ 2.0

+0.3
+0.3

+ 0.8
+ 1.5

+0.3
+ 0.6

¥0.4
+ 0.8

+ 0.4
+ 0.8

+ 0.1
+ 0.1

+ 0.7

*0.4 
+0.3
+0.1

+ 0.1
+ 0.4
+ 0.3
+ 0.1

+0.5 
+ 0.3 
+ 0.2 
+0.1

+ 0.2
+ 0.7

+ 0.2

i.ü

+ 1.4

+ 0
-0

r-5 8
-0.6
+0.6
+ 0.3

-0.1
+ 0.9
»0.7
+ 1.6

+0.6 
+0.8 
+0.5 
+ 0.3

+0.3 
+ 0.2 
+ 0.1 
+0.3

+0.3 
+0.3 
+0.2 
+0.4

la) Thé Price Index of EJectricuJ Installation Mateiials is used as the indicator for this group, (b) ?UI groups excluding Electrical installation m-jterials and Mechanical 
-services coinpunenls. (c) Composition and weighting pattern as at reference base year : see paragraph 3.

n
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TABLE 4. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSEBUILDING - INDEXES FOR SELECTED ITEMS 

(Base of each index : Year 1966-6 7 - 100.0)

WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

J 978

/terns or combination.s of items 1977-78 May July /I Ui. Sept, p Oct. p

C'oncrcte ready mixed

;^nd and aggregate
Asbestos cement sheets
Concrete masonry blocks
Pre-cast concrete panels and other pre-cast concrete 

products (nl
Clay bricks
Earthenware pipes and fittings
Hardwood timber
Softwood limber
Plywood, hardboard, softboard
Partitions, ready made doors and other joinery
Structural steel
Reinforcing rods and reinforcing fabric
Olher steel products (bl
(lalvanised steel decking and cladding, sheet and

sheet products
Cast iron pipes and other cast iron products
Hinges, catches, handles, bolts, etc.
Aluminium window frames
Aluminium decking and cladding, downpipc

and guttering
Copper [lipes
Toilei suites and pans, urinals
Hand basins, sinks, baths
Paint
Glass
Piaster and plaster products
Ceramic tiles
Vinyl tiles
Conductors (c)
Conduit and acees.sorie.s (c)
Switchboard and switchgear material (c)
Air conditioning
Heating systems
I ire protection installations

231.5
237.0
265.4
274.0
261.1 

270.1
245.7
205,3
275.1
295.6
227.0
258.0
285.0
251.0
287.4 

244.9
244.5
285.4
233.2 

235.2
168.4
245.2
282.4
216.0
324.1
232.2
187.5
179.7
165.8
239.3
259.3
246.5
223.8
219.6

238.5
243.8
271.3
290.4
258.2

277.4

208.0
281.8
302.3
233.5
264.8
291.4
251.6
295.2 

247.9
253.1
296.2
237.3 

244.2
170.8
247.9
286.3
220.6
333.2
234.6
193.2
188.0
168.0
249.1
268.4
253.8
231.6
221.6

239.4
243.8
269.6
290.4
260.0 

280.1
251.3
209.0
281.8
303.4
234,8
266.2
296.7
254.4
297.1

249.1
253.8
296.7
239.0

244.6
178.0
248.0
286.3
222.4
333.6
236.7
193.9
188.3
172,7
254.0
269.3
255.6
232.0
223.9

235.8
246.8
271.6
290.1
260.7 

280.8
252.8
209.0
281.8
304.6
235.0
266.4
297.8
257.2
298.4

249.1
257.7
301.2
239.3

245.6
173.2
248.4
286.3
224.4
342.4
236.9
198.0
190.0
169.6
255.1
271.7
257.2
232.9
225.0

234.0

247,1
271.9
290.1
261.5 

281.2
253.2
209,0
282.4
307.3
235.0
267.9
298.5
257.6
3 OU.7 

249.2.
260.1
307.8
241.0

246.7
176.6
247.8
286.2
225.0
33U.9
237.1

r203.7
190.0
173.0
256.4
272.3
260.1
233.5
225.0

r234.3
247.2
273,4
290,1
261.2

r281.9
253.3
209.0
282,2
307.3
236.5
268.9
299.1
257.6
301.0

249.4
262.3
307.8
240.9

246.8
180.5

r237.9 
r264.9
228.1
331.1
241.5

t205.1 
ri90.0

176.1
257.2
272.6
261.7
233.5
225.3

236.1
247.8
274.2
290.1
265.9

282.8
257.5
209.0
282.3
308.3
237.4
268.9
299,1
257.9
300.7 

250.1
263,2
308.8
241.1

246.8
184.0
232.2
252.1
228.1
332.5
242.2
206.3
192.1
181.4
257.9
275.9
262.5
234.1
226.2

(a) Olher pre-casi concrete products includes beams, slabs, pipes and fittings, (b) Includes steel doors and frames, steel window frames, steel 
louvre frames and screens, steel roller shutters and grilles, steel balustrading. steel anglesand section, and «eel suspended ceilings. (O Hiese
items are published as groups in the AUS Bulletin (6409.0) Price Index oj Electrical Installation Materials on 
I 00.0. l or Ihe purposes of this bulletin Ihe index numbers have been rebased tn the reference base I 966 67 1 Of.1 00.0.

Ihe retercnte base 1959-60 =


