
KA I T I TJ NOM I NAL I NFLECT ION : SOME COMPARAT I VE NOTES 

1 .  I NT RO D U CT I O N  

H a r o l d  J .  K o c h  

The Kaititj language i s  spoken by some 2 0 0  people resident in t he 
area around Barrow Cree k ,  Northern Territory . The main community lives 
at Neutral Junct ion Stat ion,  and others live at t he Warrabri Aboriginal 
Set t lement and at Murray Downs Stat ion and St irling Stat ion . 

Kait itj  i s  classified genet ically as a member o f  the Arandic language 

fami l y ,  along with Aranda in its  numerous dialect s ( Hale , 1962 ; O ' Grady 
et al . ,  1966 : 4 1 ) . Kait itj is bordered on two s ides by dialect s of 
Aranda , Alyawarra on t he east and Anmatj arra on t he sout h .  I t s  ot her 

lingui stic  neighbours are Walbiri to the West and Warramunga to the 

nort h .  
The aim o f  this studyl i s  t o  pre sent some o f  t he main features o f  

the infle ct ional morphology o f  the Kaititj  nominal system.  It wil l  
inc lude a discussion of the categories marked by infle ction and a 

present at ion of the formants used to  e xpress various cat e gorie s .  Where 
these  have more than one shap e ,  t he distribution of t he variant s will 
be indicated . Et ymologies will be  attempt ed for the affixes which  seem 

most amenable to hi storical analys i s .  
A few remarks on the phonology are i n  order . The phonological 

analys i s  of t he language i s  only tentat ive at this stage and may be 
2 revised in the near future . Morphemes as cited here end in a consonant 

or the vowel U ;  however ,  a vowe l I appears morpheme-finally after a 
consonant , but not after u ,  when the following morpheme begins with a 
consonant . Thus ' dog ' will be written a l  i k  but ' dog-DU ' ,  a l  i k i - � i r ,  

while 'water ' and its  locat ive are written as a � ! u  and a � ! u - �  respect­
ively . A predictable vowe l is added word-finally aft e r  consonant s and 

259  

Koch, H.J. "Kaititj Nominal Inflection: Some Comparative Notes". In Rigsby, B. and Sutton, P. editors, Papers in Australian Linguistics No. 13: Contributions to Australian Linguistics. 
A-59:259-276. Pacific Linguistics, The Australian National University, 1980.   DOI:10.15144/PL-A59.259 
©1980 Pacific Linguistics and/or the author(s).  Online edition licensed 2015 CC BY-SA 4.0, with permission of PL.  A sealang.net/CRCL initiative.



260  HAROLD J .  KOCH 

u :  it i s  realised as [ a ]  if  stressed ( see ( 1 8 ) be low for stre s s ) ,  

otherwise  as [ a ]  or nothing . Thus the ab solut ive and locat ive forms of 
'water ' and 'mouth ' are phonet ically [ a � �w a ] ,  [ a � � u Q ( a ) ] and [ a r a ] ,  

[ a r a Q ( a ) ] ( for a r ,  a r i Q ) . The phoneme i is usually realised as a mid­
to-high central vowe l .  

Two further part icularit ies o f  the language should b e  ment ione d .  
Kait itj has a back unrounded glide phoneme , symbo lised b y  y as i n  a y i r  

' k angaroo ' .  There i s  also a serie s o f  ' pre-stopped nasals ' ,  or nasals 

wit h  delayed velic opening.  These are indicated here by t he use of a 

capital let t e r ,  as in a a N u Q  ' ahi Zd ' ,  and a M u  ' snake ' .  

2 .  I N F L E CT I ON A L  CAT E GO R I E S  

The nominal system inc lude s substant ive s , o r  ' nouns ' i n  t he narrow 
sense , adj ectives , demonstrat ive s ,  interrogat ives , and personal pronouns . 

All nominals can be inflected for number and case . In addit ion , kinship 

nouns can be inflected for person of possessor.  3 Thus we have a M a ! i - y 

'my mother ' s  bro ther ' ,  Q k - aMa ! ' y our MoBr ' ,  and k u - a M a ! ' his/her MoBr ' .  

Finally ,  non-singular personal pronouns are infle cted for kinship 

relat ions . 
There are three series of non-singular pronouns whose  usage is  

dete rmined by the mut ual re lat ions of the referent s within the kinship 
system.  Although there are eight named subsect ions in the kinship 

system,  the pronoun system only presupposes a classificat ion of t he 
populat ion int o four sect ions . In order to  use the pronouns corre c t ly , 

the spe aker needs to know whether the re ferent s are in the same moiety 
or in opposite moiet ies , and if  they are in the same moiety , whether 

they belong to  the same generat ion ( or more accurat e ly , to  the same set 
of alt ernat e generat ion levels ) or to  opposite generat ions . Thus if all 
of the persons referred to  by the pronoun be long to  t he same sect ion , 
i . e . , to  the same moiety and t he same generat ion , this will be indicat ed 
by a suffix - a Q k  ( added to plural pronouns ) or by the ab sence of a suffix 
on the pronoun ( in the case of duals ) .  If  the re ferent s all belong to  
the  same moiety but inc lude members of opposite generat ions , the  pronoun 
will cont ain the suffix - a k .  Final ly ,  if the set of people referred to  
inc ludes members of opposite moiet ies , the  pronoun wil l  have a suffix 
- a !! .t . 

A s imilar kin-based inflectional system i s  found in Eastern and 
Sout hern Aranda 4 and in Alyawarra5 The language immediately to  t he 
south of Arandic ,  Arabana-WaQkaQuru has e s s ent ially the same system, 
even to  the point of using similar morpheme s - a k i a  and - a !! .t a , although 
t he moieties  referred to are matri-moiet ies  rather than patri-moiet ies  



KAITITJ NOMINAL INFLECTION : SOME COMPARATIVE NOTES 

as in Arandic ( Hercus and White , 1 9 7 3 : 6 3-4 ) .  

3 .  NUMB E R  

261  

Three numbers are distinguished : s ingular , dual , and plural . The 

s ingular i s  formally unmarked .  The dual is  marked with a suffix - � i r  

( e . g . a l  i k i - ! i r  ' dog-DU ' ) .  Thi s suffi x ,  which occurs in Aranda as wel l ,  
i s  obviously re lat ed to  the independent word for ' two ' ,  namely a � i r . 

Both forms are descended from a Proto-Australian * k ul a r a  ' two ' where I 
indicates  a laminal stop ( Dixon , 1 9 70 : 90 ) .  Compare the cognat e dual 
suffix - t Y a r a  in Walbiri . The p lural suffix is - a m i �  ( e . g . a l  i k - am i �  

' do g - PL ' )  for which I can sugge st no etymology . The Aranda dialect s use 
6 completely different forms to  expres s  the plural . 

There i s  another suffix - Q i �  in Kaititj , which bears some resemblance 

to  a number suffi x .  Thi s  suffix is  used to  designate a ' kinship pair ' , 

i . e . , a pair of individuals who are in a relat ion of  conversene s s  ( in 
t he sense of Lyons , 1968 : 4 6 7-6 9 ) to  e ach othe r .  The suffix - Q i �  i s  

added to  the kinship term which denot e s  the older member o f  the 
relat ionship . Thus 'fa ther and his chi L d ' i s  indicated by a ! u y i - Q i � ,  

derived from a ! u y  ' father ' .  Similarly the word for ' bro thers ' ,  

a l k i r i - Q i �  is  based on a 1 k i r , the term for ' o Lder bro ther ' .  
7 The suffix 

- Q i �  is  to be regarded , however ,  as a derivat ional formant rather t han 
a dual number infle ction .  Not e t hat t he suffixed word may actually 
designate more than two individuals ;  for example , a ! u y i - Q i �  may refe r 
to  a father and more than one of hi s children . The number o f  individuals 
actually re ferred to  can be  further spec i fied by adding a dual or plural 
suffix to the whole stem . Thus a ! u y i - Q i � i - ! i r  explicit ly indicate s  a 
father and one child , or ,  in Aboriginal English " two fathe r ' gethers " 
while a ! u y i - Q i � - a m i �  indicate s  a fat her and two or more children or a 
person and two or more of hi s fathers . The same suffix occurs in Aranda,  
where however it has  been  analysed as an  archaic dual ( Strehlow 1 9 4 4 : 6 1 ) . 

4 .  O RGAN I SAT I ON O F  CAS E S  

We have seen above that personal pronouns , that i s , non-singular 
personal pronouns , differ from other nominals in being infle cted for 
t he sect ion relat ions of their  referent s .  Personal pronouns also differ 
from other nominals in their organisation of  case s . In the first p lace , 
no formal dist inct ion i s  made between t he direct and indirect obj ect 
cases . In other words , pronouns have no accusat ive form dist inct from 
the dat ive . These  unitary ' obj e ct ive ' forms are hi storically dat ive s . 

Part ially for this  reason , I will refer to t he case as dative . Another 
reason for preferring t he term dat ive is  the fact that there are 
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adnominal uses  of  this case . Within their paradigms , the dat ive serves 

as the base for the other oblique cases of  the pronoun . Thus for the 
third person singular we have dat ive k u r ,  locat ive k u r i - ! , allat ive 

k u r i - wa ! , ablat ive k u r i - � i y ,  posse s s ive k u r i - y i Q , etc . 
Another difference between personal pronouns and other nominals i s  

t hat i n  t he former t he intransit ive subj ect always has a diffe rent form 

from the obj ect of t rans it ive verb s . That is to say , obj ects  are always 

dist inguished from subj e ct s .  Most personal pronouns use the same form 
for intransit ive subj e c t s  and for t ransit ive subj e c t s  or agent s .  

For these pronouns there i s  no separat e ergative form marking transit ive 
subj e ct s .  But the first and se cond s ingular pronouns do have a separate 
ergat ive form for t ransit ive subj ect s ,  which is dist inct from the 

intransit ive subj ect  form . The forms of the singular pronouns are 
given in Table 1 ( the 3sg  being pre sent for the sake of contrast ) .  

TAB L E  1 

lsg 2sg  3sg  

transitive subj ect  ( A )  a t Y : t } 
int ransit ive subj ect ( S )  a y i Q  r 

obj e ct a t Y i Q  Q k i Q ku r 

Aranda dist inguishes A and S only in the first person singular . For 

the 2 s g ,  the we stern diale cts  have u n t ( a )  for both funct ions , while the 
eastern diale cts  have Q ( a }  for both funct ions ( Strehlow 1 9 4 4 : 92 ) .  Thi s  

distribution can be ac counted for i f  w e  assume that Proto-Aranda had 
u n t { a }  for A and Q { a )  for S ,  as in Kait itj , and that the we stern and 
eastern dialects  have each extended a di fferent form to cover both 
functions . Alyawarra still uses both u n t { a }  and Q { a ) . 

The Kaititj organi sation of the maj or syntactic cases is set out in 
Tab le 2 .  The funct ions indicated are , in order,  transitive subj ect ( A ) , 
intransitive subj ect ( S ) , direct obj ect ( 0 ) , and dat ive ( D ) . Two 
functions enclosed together share the same formal means of e xpre s s ion . 

{ Non-sg } pronouns 
3sg  

G) 
� 

TAB L E  2 

1 ,  2 s g  pronouns 

A 
S 

m 

other 
nominals 

A 

� 
D 

Note t he ab sence of  a separate 0 form . 8 Pronouns formally ident i fy 0 

with D ,  and other nominals ident ify it with S ,  in the absolut ive case . 
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I will use the label nominat ive to  re fer to  either a unique S form o r  
a combined S/A form . Thus personal pronouns , except for 1 ,  2 s g ,  have 
a nominat ive-dat ive system of inflection ;  first and se cond s ingular 
pronouns have an ergat ive-nominat ive-dat ive system; and other nominals 

have an ergat ive-ab solut ive ( -dat ive ) system .  

5 .  C A S E  S U F F I X E S  

Table 3 give s the actual case suffixe s that are used in ordinary 

nominal ( as oppo sed to pronominal ) inflection . The forms are i llus­
trat ed with some paradigms of demonstrat ives . 

ABSolutive ¢ 
ERGative- 9 
DlSTrurtEntal- - I  '" - I)  
LOCative 
DATive - w  

ALIative - w a ! 

ABlative - l i y  

COMITative - I  a !  i I) 
- I) a ! i I) 

'danger' - k i t Y 

'after ' - p i l'l  

TAB L E  3 

' th i 8 - SG ' 

n Y - a !  

t Y i -w - a t  

t Y i - w a ! - a t  

t Y i - l i y - a t  

t Y i - I a ! i l) - a �  

t Y i - k i t Y - a �  

t Y i - p i l'l - a �  

' that-DU ' 

l'l i - ,t i r - a t  

! H i - l i r i -w - a �  

l'l ,t i - l i r i - wa ! - a �  

' tha t - PL ' 

l'l ,t - am i l) i - w - a �  

l'l l - am i l) i -w a ! - a �  

Certain suffixes call for special comment . The suffix that I have 
provisionally glossed as ' dange r '  resembles  the ablat ive , in that it may 
denot e movement away from something . However ,  there i s  always present 
the not ion of seeking protect ion from some dange r .  10 Thus , for e xample , 
aM u - k i t Y ' 8 nake  - dange r '  may oc cur in the cont ext ' b e  afrai d  of the  

8nake ' or ' run away from the  8nake ' .  In comb inat ion with the noun 
a y i r k  ' 8 un ' we have 'bui ld a 8he l ter from the 8un ' .  This suffix i s  

homophonous with a suffix ( or encliti c )  that occurs following a verb i n  
sentence that e xpre s s  warning , such as ( 1 ) . 
( 1 )  aM u - 1)  I) k i l)  a � i - m i - k i t Y 

8nake-ERG 2SG DAT bi te-may -danger 

' Look out,  the 8nake may b i t e  y ou ! ' 

A noun bearing the suffix - k i t Y can be  used by itself  with much the 
same sense of warning : aM u - k i t Y ' lo o k  out for the 8nake ! '  

In some re spects  - k i t Y can be  seen as a causal suffi x .  But causality 
i s  also e xpre s sed by the suffix - p i l'l .  as the following uses show : 
I}kwa J i - p i l'l  ' (8 tagger)  from grog ' ,  ' after (drinking) grog ' ;  w a r k i - p i l'l  

' (receive money ) for working, aft er working ' .  The basic sense must be 
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' after ' ,  howeve r ,  since no causal not ion i s  pre s ent in another usage , 

aw u r i - p i Q  ' (b ecome a man, i . e .  b e  initia ted) after (having b e e n )  a boy ' .  

6 .  D E R I VAT I O NAL  S U F F I X E S  

I n  addit ion t o  the suffixes given on Table 3 there are a number o f  
suffixe s which are commonly used but which are not t o  be  regarded as 

case suffixes , but rather as derivat ional morpheme s .  Their function 

i s  to  convert the base nominal into an adj ect ive . This derived 
adj e c t ive can then be further infle cted for case . First there i s  the 

posse s s ive ( or genitive ) suffi x ,  which re sults in a derivat ive with the 
sense 'be t o nging to N ' , where N indicates the base nominal . The posess­
ive suffix has two forms , - y i Q  aft er personal pronominal stems , and 

- a r i Q  following other stems . Examp les are given in ( 2 )  to ( 5 ) .  
The propriet ive suffix - a ka k  conveys the sense ' having N ' .  This 

suffix is  not to  be  confused with the comitat ive case , which expre s s e s  
accompaniment , but not physical posses sion . For a similar dis t inct ion 

in Aranda see St rehlow 1 9 4 4 : 20 0 .  The propriet ive suffix i s  i l lustrated 
in ( 6 ) .  The privat ive funct ion ( 'wi thout N ' )  i s  indicated by the suffix 
- w a n i n Y . Thi s i s  i llustrated in ( 7 ) . 

( 2  ) 

( 3 ) 

( 4 ) 

( 5  ) 

( 6  ) 

( 7 )  

t Y - a r i Q i - l - a �  

a H a ! i - y - a � i Q i - l  

a t Y i - y i  i - I  

m p uw - a k i - y i Q i - w 

w a r - a k a k i - l  

i r t Y a � i -w a n i n Y i - l  

' this- POSS-ERG- a � '  

' MoBr-my -POSS-INST ' 

'I-POSS-ERG ' 
, DU_ { same moietY } _POSS_DAT ' you opp . gen . 
' fire- PROP-ERG ' 

, spear-PRIV-LOC ' 

7 .  O R D E R O F  C A S E  AN D N UM B E R  S U F F I X E S  

A quest ion arises  a s  to the relat ive order of case and number suffixes 
in t he circumstance where both oc cur in the same word . The normal situ­

at ion i s  for the case infle ct ion to follow the number marker .  This can 
be seen in the demonst rative paradigms given in Table 3 and is further 
illustrated in ( 8 )  and ( 9 ) . In contrast to this normal pattern , however ,  

the ERG-INST-LOC suffix always precedes the number affi x ,  a s  the 
examples  in ( 10 )  to ( 14 )  show . 

( 8 )  a H a ! i - Q i Q - a m i � i - wa ! ' MoBr-kin pair- PL-ALL ' 

( 9  ) 

( 1 0 )  

( l l ) 
( 12 )  

( 1 3 )  

( 14 )  

p i n a Q k i - ! i r i -w 

a � u y i - l i - ! i r  

a H a ! i - Q i Q i - l - a m i ,:!  

a w i y aw i - l - a m i ':!  

i l t Y i - Q i - ! i r  

a H u - Q - am i ,:!  

' Panangka ( sub section name ) -DU-DAT ' 
'man-ERG-DU ' 

' MoBr-kin pair-ERG-PL ' 

' dead person-LOC- PL ' 

' hand- INST- DU ' 

, snake-ERG- PL ' 
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The combinat ion of case  plus  dual marker is  somet imes avoided by the  

use of a noun phrase inc luding t he numeral ' two ' .  Thus ( 1 5 )  may be 

used in place of ( 1 3 ) .  Another variat ion that has been re corded 
involves a double marking for case , as in ( 16 ) .  

( 1 5 )  a � i r i - !  i l t Y i - 1) ' two- INST hand- INST ' 

( 1 6 )  a M u - l) i - � i r i - !  ' s nake-ERG-DU-ERG ' 

The di fference in the relat ive order of case and number suffixe s 

probably reflects  an earlier situat ion where the dual and p lural affixes 
were independent words , and where the case o f  the noun phrase could be 
marked either on the head noun ( or pronoun ) or on t he quant i fier , or 
possibly on both . It i s  still  possible  in Kait itj to  mark case on more 
than one word in a noun phrase . The facts  of Aranda , as presented by 

St rehlow ( 1 9 4 4 : 7 8 - 9 9 ) ,  are somewhat s imilar to  those of Kait itj , but 
more involved .  Although in nominals case normally follows number,  in 
demonstrat ives and interrogat ives it may either pre cede or follow t he 

number marker .  Thi s st at ement requires furt her quali ficat ion : case 
prec edes number in the dual of the interrogat ive ( the same holds for 

the dual of third person pronouns ) ,  and the ablative suffix always 
follows the number affix . It is po s s ible that at an earli er stage 

Kai t itj  case suffixes enj oyed a similar variability in posit ion but 
that the position has s ince become fixe d ,  although in a diffe rent manner 

for different case s . It is not clear ,  however ,  why it should have been 

the ERG-INST-LOC marker alone which was fixed in the pre-number slot in 
Kait itj . 

We might consider whether t he number markers of modern Kaititj  should 
perhaps be analysed synchronically as independent words rather than as 
suffixes . There are two pieces  of evidence that support the suffixal 
analy sis . Demonstrat ives in Kaititj  always end with a suffix - a � ,  whi c h  
seems to indicate dei c t i c  funct ion . In non-singular demonstrat ives the 
dual and plural markers always precede this word-final morpheme ( se e  
again Tab le 3 ) .  The se number markers also precede derivat ional suffixe s , 
as can be seen in � � i - � i r - a r i l) - a �  ' b e L onging to t h e s e  two ' and a l  i k - am i � ­

a ka k  ' having a number of dogs ' .  Since t here i s  no reason to analyse 
e ither - a �  or the derivat ional suffixes as independent words , it follows 
that the morphemes which precede them are also affixes . 

8 .  E RGAT I V E - i N S T R U M E NTAL - L O CAT I V E  

We turn now t o  a cons iderat ion o f  the case suffixe s one at a t ime . 
The ergat ive-instrumental-locat ive suffix has two shape s ,  - 1  and - I) ,  
whi ch are distribut ed in an int erest ing manner .  The allomorph - 1  i s  by 
far the more common . It occurs after any stem consist ing of three or 
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more syllables ( see Table  4 ,  column 1 ) . The alternant - �  i s  con fined 

to disyllab i c  stems ( Table 4 ,  column 3 ) . But the re are some disyllabic 

stems that require the choice o f  - I  ( Tab le 4 ,  co lumn 2 ) .  

TAB L E  4 

1 2 3 

a l i k i - I  ' dog ' � k i t Y i - 1  'foo t ' a k i - � ' head ' 

a y  i r i - !  ' kangaro o ' r a  r i - !  'wind ' i 1 t y i - � ' hand ' 

a ! u y i - I  'man ' � u � i - I ' e �bow ' a Nm i - � 'red ochre ' 

a y i r k i - I  'sun ' k a y t i - !  ' grub ' a y n p i - �  'pouch ' 

! u N p i r i - !  'fore head ' w i  r k  i - I  's crub ' aM u - � ' s nake ' 

wu p i - I  'spi del' ' a n Y t Y u - �  'humpy ' 

Closer inspect ion of the disyllabic  stems reveals that - I  oc curs only 
aft er stems of the struct ure C V CV - ,  where C stands for a consonant or 
a consonant clus t e r .  I w i l l  describe t h e s e  stems a s  stems cont aining 

two consonant posit ions . The allomorph - � ,  on the other hand , fol lows 
st ems cont aining only one consonant posit ion , i . e .  st ems of the struc­
ture V C V - .  Thus the choice of suffix i s  determined by the rule given 
in ( 1 7 ) .  

( 1 7 )  Choose - �  i f  the stem has only one consonant posit ion , otherwi se 
choose  - I . 

The conditioning of allomorphs by t he number of consonant posit ions 

in the stem is not common in the Australian language s .  Neverthele s s ,  

reference t o  the number o f  consonant posit ions must b e  made elsewhere 

in the grammar of Kaititj as  well .  The stre s s  rule , formalised in ( 1 8 ) , 

as s i gns stre s s  to the vowe l that follows the first consonant posit ion 

in a word . 
( 1 8 )  V � stressed / # ( V )  C 

This means that a word beginning with a consonant ( c lust e r )  is  stressed 

on the first syllable , e . g . � k ( t Y i l  or k a y t i ! ,  while vowe l-init ial words 
re ceive stre s s  on t he se cond syllable , e . g . a l  ( k i l or a k ( � . 

Now t he Arandic language s in their hi storical development have lost 
init ial consonant s and in some cases the first C V  ( Capel l ,  1 9 5 6 : 1 00 ) .  

Thus Kait itj a l  i k  corresponds to Walbiri ma l i k i  ' dog ' and Kaititj  a y i r  

to  Walb iri w aw i r i . There fore words which now begin with a vowel would 
earlier have been preceded by a consonant , and words beginning with 
a consonant ( c lust e r )  would have been preceded in 
the language by a consonant-plus-vowe l sequence . 
first C cont inues what was formerly the se cond C .  

an earlier stage of 
Thus what i s  now the 

Consequent ly the 
st ems of column 3 in Tab le 4 cont inue earlier stems of t he shape C V C V - ,  

while those of column 2 reflect an original structure C V C V C V - . Note that 
the difference is now one of number of syllables .  It be come s clear that 
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the choice  o f  ergat ive-locat ive allormorph was previously determined 
by the number of syllables  of t he stem, - I)  being se lected after disyllabic 

stems and - I  el sewhere . This princ iple governing t he dist ribut ion o f  

alt ernant s which w e  have reconstruct ed for Pre-Kait itj  i s  virtually 
i dent ical to that found in Walb iri , the west ern neighbour of Kait itj . 
In Walbiri the ergat ive suffix i s  - I)ku and the locative - I)ka after disyllab i c  

stems but - ! u  and - ! a  respective ly aft er stems of more than two syllab le s .  
A number o f  exc ept ions t o  the general rule ( 1 7 )  merit di scussion.  

At  least two words show variation in their suffi x :  some older speakers 

use -I)  in a word containing two consonant positions , where other speakers , 
in accordance with the rule of ( 1 7 ) , employ the allomorph - I . Thus the 

loc at ive of ' fire ' and 'meat ' may be w a r i - I) and w i y i - I)  respective ly , 
beside s  the regular wa r i - !  and w i y i - I . The cognat e s  of the s e  words 

indic ate , however , that the init ial consonant w doe s  not cont inue an 
earlier  second consonant posit ion but i s  the result of a secondary 
development . 

Kait itj w a r i s  re lat ed to  Aranda u r ( a ) ' fire ' .  Capell ( 19 5 6 : 10 0 )  has 
derived the Arandic words from a Common Australian I) u ra ' c amp ' ,  which in 
some language s ( primarily in the eastern Arnhem Land are a )  denot e s  'fire ' 

( op . cit . 9 0 ) .  It i s  equally plaus ible , in my opinion , t hat they are 
related rather to Dieri � u r u  'fire , .

ll  The other word in que stion ,  w l y ,  

i s  apparently cognat e to  Walbiri k u y u  ' m e a t ' .  There fore our two Kaititj  
e xcept ions cont inue an earlier u r a ( st i l l  att ested in Aranda ) and * u y a ,  

with subsequent diphthongisat ion o f  u i n  initial posit ion . At thi s 
earlier stage the allomorph - I)  was regular s ince there was only one 
consonant posit ion in t he stem.  Howeve r ,  after the words were restruc­
tured with init i al w, there were two consonant positions and - I  i s  the 
alternant required by the rule . Thi s  restructuring has apparent ly taken 
place in the fairly recent past , since its morphologi cal consequences  
have not yet  been carrie d  out in the speech of some o f  t he older members 
of the community . 

Another type of except ion to  ( 1 7 )  i s  found in the Kai t itj  demonst ra­
t ives . The ergat ive-locat ive suffix is - I  in t Y i - I - a �  ' this ' and 
Q � i - I - a �  ' tha t ' ,  although we would expect - I)  be cause there is only one 
consonant posit ion in the stem .  I f  we look again at Walb iri , where the 
choice  o f  allomorph i s  governed by the same principle as in Pre-Kait itj , 
we find that disyllabic demonstratives are also except ional in that they 
take the alternant - ! u / - ! a ,  which is normally reserved for stems of 
three or more syllables ( Hale , 1 9 7 3 : 32 7 ,  fn . 1 8 ) .  The Kait itj demonst ra­

tives  would  also have been disyllabic at an earlier stage . Thus we see  
that t he rule governing the select ion o f  ergat ive-locative allomorphs in  
an earlier st age of the Kait itj language is  the same , even in its  
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except ions , as the rule that applies in pre sent-day Walbiri . 
There seems to be  no reason not to consider the actual forms , as  

wel l  as the  condit ion for their  alt ernat ion ,  as re flexes o f  prot o-types  
ident ical t o  the  suffixes found in Walbiri ( and in  many other Aust ral ian 
language s ) .  We can then derive - �  from - � k u  or - � k a  and - I from - I u  

or - l a , where t he suffixes containing the vowe l u are ergative and those 
with a represent the locat ive . The instrumental funct ion would have 
been e xpre ssed e ither by the ergat ive or by the lo cat ive form , as in 

many other Australian languages .  The formal distinct ion between the 
ergat ive and locat ive was lost in the Arandic language s through t he 
neutralisat i on or loss of final vowels . In addition ,  the stop was 
dropped out of - � k u and - � k a ,  possibly after the loss of final vowe l s . 

9 .  A B L AT I V E  

The s e  phonological change s would have had a further e ffect , beyond 
t he merger of ergat ive and locat ive case forms . An original ablative 
case suffi x - � u ,  widely at tested in the Australian language s ,  would 
regularly have deve loped into - � ( a )  by the neutrali s at ion ( or loss ) of 
final vowe l s . This form of t he ablat ive suffix is  found in Aranda . 
Kai t i  tj , however , has a totally different form - � i Y .12 Assuming that 
- �  was the inherit ed ablat ive suffix ,  why , we might ask ,  has Kait itj 
replaced it ? 

Not ice , in the first place , that - �  would have signalled the funct ion 

of ablat ive and , aft er stems of a certain struct ure , of ergat ive , 
inst rumental , and lo cative as we ll . Such a situation apparently involved 
more case syncretism t han t he language was wi lling to  tolerate . Thi s  

funct ional overloading of - �  was remedied b y  means of di fferent 
strat egies in Kaititj and Aranda . Aranda simply eliminat ed - �  as an 
alternant o f  the ergat ive-instrument al-locat ive morpheme and general ised 
- I  to all st ems . In Kaititj , on the other hand , it was t he ab lat ive - �  

that was replac e d .  It s p lace was taken by a suffix - � i y ,  whose earlier 
funct ion within the language ( i f  any ) is  unknown . Formally , - � i y  can 
be analysed into  - � i - y V . The first part , - � i , may be relat ed to  a 
suffix - � i  which is  found quite commonly as a marker of ablat ive funct ion 
in the languages of north-western New South Wale s ,  such as Ngiyambaa , 
Wiradj uri , and Gamilaraay ( see the contribution of Austin,  Williams and 
Wurm to t he present volume ) . 

The presumed original ablat ive suffix - �  may nevertheless  have left 
some t races in certain Kaititj  adverb s . A comparison of u r u !  i �  ' on top 

of ' with u r u !  ' high up ' and of k u n i �  ' undernea th ' with k u n  ' down/ins ide ' 

sugge s t s  that the former member of each pair can be analysed ( diachron­
i cally ) as containing a suffix - � .  This - �  cannot be a locat ive suffi x ,  
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since t h e  preceding s t e m  contains more than one consonant posit ion . It 
may t hen cont inue an older ablat ive infle ct ion . Some support for 
interpret ing t hese adverbs as earlier ablatives comes from a third 
adverb , ' b e hind ' ,  whi ch I have recorded as a n a n t i 8  and ( a n a ) n t I 8 1 ! i y .  

The longer version of the latter form appears to  consist  of the first 
cited form followed by the productive ablat ive suffix - ! i y . ( Not e 
inc ident ally that i f  a n a n t i 8  itself  contains an earlier ablative suffix 

- 8 , the longer form a n a n t i Q i ! i y  i s , diachronically speaking , doub ly 

marked for the ablat ive . ) Thi s  example indicate s  that at least some 
adverbs e xpre s s ing position may receive an ablat ive infle ction . It i s  
therefore reasonab le to  posit t hat other posit ional adverbs were 

infle cted ab lat ives at an earlier st age of t he language , espec ially 

when t he suffix yie lded by such an analysis is ident ical to  the pro­
duct ive ablat ive suffix of the most closely related language . 

1 0 .  C OM I TAT I V E  A N D  A L L AT I V E  

The comitative suffix has two forms , whose  dist ribut ion i s  condit ioned 
in the same manner as that of the ergat ive-loc at i ve allomorphs . The 
alternant - 8 a ! i 8  oc curs after stems cont aining only one consonant 
position , with t he except ion of demonstrat ive s ,. while - I a !  i 8  occurs 

elsewhere . For e xamples see Tab le 5 .  

TA B L E  5 

a � u y i - I a ! i Q  'man ' a ':l � u - 8 a ! i 8  'water ' 

a � u 8 i - I a ! i 8 ' c hi l.d '  a � u - 8 a ! i 8  ' deaf/mad ' 

� u r i - ! a ! i 8  ' o t her ' i l ku - 8 a ! i 8  ' o l.d  man ' 

t Y i - I a ! i 8  ' this ' a � p - 8 a ! i 8  ' ro c k ' 

The comitat ive suffix can t he re fore be  analysed formally into locat ive 
plus - a l  i 8 . 1 3  It is conceivable that - a !  i Q  was an independent word at 
some earlier stage of the language . From a formal point of view , it 
could be t he locat ive or t he ab lat ive of a stem - a ! . A phrasal origin 
for t he comitative appears att ract ive when we compare t he comitat ive 
with other formally similar construct ions , as in ( 19 )  and ( 2 0 ) ,  where 
N repre sent s a noun . 

( 1 9 )  N - LOC - a ! i 8  'with N '  

( 2 0 )  N - LOC k u n i 8  ' under N '  

Here the only di fference is  t hat k u n i 8 , unlike - a ! i 8 , is  an independent 
word . Thus - a !  may have once been an independent stem as well , although 
I have no sugge stion as to what i t s  original meaning may have been . 

The allative suffix - w a ! c an s imi larly be  analysed int o - w  p lus - a ! .  

The first part is  ident ical to  the dat ive suffi x .  The se cond part may 
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be  the same stem that we find in infle ct ed form in - a !  i l) . Compare t he 
forms of the allat ive and comitat ive in ( 21 )  and ( 2 2 ) .  
( 21 )  ALL 

( 22 )  COM 

1 1 .  DAT I V E  

DAT + a !  

LOC + a !  i l)  

The dat ive suffix is  - w ,  e . g . a � u l) i -w ' chi ld- DAT ' .  Thi s  I propose 

to  derive from t he Common Australian dat a suffix - k u ,  wit h loss  ( or 
neutralisat ion ) of the final vowel and lenition of the s top . 14  Several 

pieces  of evidence point to - k u as the source of - w .  I n  the first 

place , the purposive ( or infinit ive ) of verb s has the suffix -w i � ,  as 
in a p i -w i �  ' go-PURP ' .  Now t he purpos ive inflection of verb s in 
Aust ralian language s is o ften ident ical to the dat ive of nominal s .  I f  

we derive Kaititj  - w  from - k u and -w i �  from - ku + - � V ,  Kaititj  continue s 
a familiar pattern , except that the purpos ive has been e xtended by t he 
addition of the increment - � V . 

Further support for regarding an earlier - k u as the source o f  - w  i s  

t h e  fact that i n  Aranda the dat ive suffix i s  - k ( a ) . A suffix - k  i s  

found i n  Kaititj as we ll , i n  t h e  dat ive of the first person dual and 
plural exclus ive pronouns , where it cont rast s  with the normal - w  of the 
corresponding inclus ive forms . See the examples  given in ( 2 3 )  and ( 2 4 ) .

1 5 

( 2 3 ) ' lDU_DAT+EXCL_ ( same moiety ) , a y l i - k - a k  
( opp . gen . ) 

( 2 4 )  a y l i - w - a k  ' lDU_DAT+INCL_ ( same moiet y ) , 
( opp . gen . ) 

The ful l form of t he earlier dat ive suffix - k u  is actually preserved 
in Kait itj in one pronominal form . To show thi s ,  it will be neces sary 
to make a brief digres s ion into the marking of posses s ion . The posses sor 
of a noun i s  indicated by the preposing or pre fixation o f  the dat ive 
of the corre sponding pronoun . ( I  will omit any discuss ion of t he first 
and second person singular pos ses sor , for which see Section 2 above . )  
The system i s  i llustrated on Tab le 6 .  

Person 
2 DU 
3 PL 
3 SG 

NOM 
m p u l  

a t - a l) k i - r  

r 

TAB L E  6 
DAT 
m p u - w  

a t i -w - a l) k i - r  

k u  r 

Pos s .  + 'father ' 

m p uw - a ! u y 

a t i wa l) k - a ! uy 

k u - a ! u y 

Plural pronouns contain an opt ional final increment - r ,  which i s  never 
present in the preposed form .  Not e that the prefixed form of the 3sg 

lacks t he final r of the independent form of the dat ive . This sugge sts  
that this  - r  was also  an optional increment at  an earlier stage . Now , 
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bearing in mind that Kait itj in  its  historical development has  lost 

initial C ( V ) ,  we can reconstruct the 3sg  dat ive as *C V k u ( r ) .  The 

nominat ive would then cont inue an earlier *CV r ,  o r ,  as suming that the 
final - r  was an opt ional increment here as we ll , * CV ( r ) .  I f  this is  
correct , the whole stem of the original pronoun has been los t ,  leaving 
as t he pre s ent -day nominat ive stem of t he pronoun what was once only 

an opt ional increment . Now if we compare t he reconstructed dat ive * C V k u  

( omitt ing the opt ional r )  with the nominat ive * C V , w e  can isolat e - k u 

as the marker o f  the dat ive funct ion . This same original dat ive suffix 
- k u  i s  pre served as the pre fix marking third person s ingular possessor .  

It  i s  thus pretty clear that Pre-Kaititj knew the  dat i ve - k u .  It i s  
reasonable  to derive the modern dat ive suffix - w  from the same source . 
Whatever the e xact c ondit ions for the change from k to w ,  it did not 
affect the 3sg  pronoun . 

1 2 .  C O N C L U S I ON 

According to  our reconstruct ion , which should be regarded as tentat ive , 
Kaititj contains reflexes of a number o f  case s uffixes that are familiar 

to  us from other Australian language s .  These  correspondences are set 
our on Table 7 .  

TAB L E  7 

Case Common Australian Ka1titj  

ERG - I) k u  '" - 1  u } LOC - I) k a  '" - 1  a - I) '" - 1 

DAT - k u - w  

ABL - I) U  ( - I)  

The Kaititj allat ive has been built on the dat ive and t he comitat ive on 
t he locat i ve . The ablat ive has been replaced by a suffix - 1 1 y ,  alt hough 
there are traces of t he original suffix in some adverb s . The alternat ion 
of allomorphs in the ergat ive and locat ive cas e s  i s  governed by the 
( original ) number o f  syllables in the stem, the first alt ernant oc curring 
only aft er disyllabic  non-demonstrative stems , e xact ly as in Walbiri . 
I have no proposals at this point for the origin of the suffixe s - k i t Y 

and - p i Q  or the derivat ional suffixes ment ioned in Sect ion 6 .  

The dual number suffix - l i r  has a fairly typical form while the suffix 

indicat ing plural is  unique . Pos se s sion is e xpressed by means o f  prefixes 
for 2sg and 3sg possessor,  but with a suffix for the lsg . Plural 
posse s sors require further study , especially to det ermine whether the 
posse ssor morpheme is to be analysed as a prefix or a preposed dat ive 

of the personal pronoun . 
The kinship relation markers o f  the non-s ingular pronouns are a 
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dist inct ive feat ure of Kaititj ( and other part s of Arandic ) .  Thi s 
feature is shared with many of t he languages o f  South Australi a ,  some 
of which have even more complex kinship reflections in the pronominal 
system ( Schebeck 19 7 3 ;  Hercus and White 1 9 7 3 ) . The system of kin-based 

pronouns , along with the phenomenon of pre-stopped nasals ( Hercus 1 9 7 2 ) , 
link Kaititj and the other Arandic language s to  the language s to  the 
sout h .  On the other hand,  t he ergative-locat ive allomorphy links 
Kaititj  with its western ne ighbour Walbiri . Both of these  facts  will 

be import ant in t he working out of the areal and more distinct genet ic  

relations of the  Kaititj  language . 
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N O T  E S 

1 .  The dat a on which this study i s  based was collected on two field 

t rips undertaken in De cember-January of 1974-75  and of 1975-76 , the 
second of which was supported by a grant from t he Australian Inst itute 

o f  Aboriginal Studie s .  I have also benefited by having access  to a 

copy of the field note s  of Kenneth Hale , who did some work on Kaititj  

in 195 9 . 

2 .  I now ( 1980 ) prefer a phonological analys i s  that differs in the 

fol lowing ways from that given in the paper : 1 )  In p lace of the vowe l 

i I would writ e a ,  which can be  repre sented orthographically by e .  

2 )  There i s  no round vowe l U j  instead there are rounded consonant s .  
A phonetic  round vowel is  a realisation o f  a when it i s  adj acent to  a 

rounded consonant . 3 )  All morphemes ,  and hence all words , end in the 
vowel a . This vowel disappears b e fore a vowe l-init ial suffi x .  Word­
finally when stre s s e d ,  a is lowered almost to [ a J .  The words cited in 
this paragraph would then be  repre sented as fol lows : a l e ke , a l e ke - l e r e ; 

a � �w e ,  a � �w e - De ; a r e ,  a re - D e . 

3 .  This applies to  singular posses sor only . 

4 .  See Hale 1966 : 323-4 , for an earlier discuss ion o f  this system in the 
Arandic languages .  He uses  the terms ha�mo nlc and dl� h a�mo nlc to re fer 
to same vs . opposite generat ion , and a9 na�e and no n - a9 na�e to  refer t o  
same vs . opposite moiety . 

5 .  Yallop 1977 : 5 f ,  9 2 ff . 

6 .  Alyawarra has a non-singular marker - i � i m ,  which would appear to  b e  
related i n  some way t o  Kaititj - a m l � .  

2 7 3  



274 HAROLD J .  KOCH 

7 .  Thi s  s uffix can also be added to  reciprocal kinship t e rms . as  in 

m p u � i - � i Q  'brother-in- Law pair ' ,  where neither member of t he relat i on­

ship is necessary senior to the othe r .  

8 .  I n  t h i s  respect Kaititj  differs from Aranda , whi c h  has a separat e  
accusat i ve form which appears to be built on the stem o f  the nominat ive 

by means of a suffix - � ( a ) . 

9 .  The I of the ERG-INST-LOC case automat i cally become s 

preceding consonant i s  apical , as in example s 15 and 16 . 

when the 

1 0 .  The lab e l  AVERSIVE has been proposed for such a case i n  Dixon 1 9 8 0 . 

1 1 .  In e ither case the word was originally disyllabic . Other pos s ib le 

cognat e s  are We st ern De sert w a r u ,  Walbiri w a ! u .  

12 . An ab lative - � i y  also oc curs in Alyawarra . 

1 3 .  Further support for this  analysis  comes from i l k u - Q - am i � - a ! i Q  

'with  the  o L d  men ' ,  where - a !  i Q  i s  separated from the locative marker 
-Q by the p lural affix - am i � .  Not e inc identally that this form provides 
another example of the locative suffix preceding the number affi x .  
Another form , i l k u - Q i - � i r i - ! - a !  i Q  'with two o L d  men ' ,  shows the same 
phenomenon of double case marking with the dual t hat was ment ioned in 
Sec t ion 7 .  

1 4 . A sound change k > w is  needed to  account for the apparent 
c orrespondence b etween Kait itj a � i w i t Y and Walb iri ma � i k i t Y i 

' aonkerberry , . 

1 5 . Ob serve t hat the e xc lusive datives of Kait itj thus re semb le the 
inclusives o f  Alyawarra , the only Aranda dialect for which an inclus ive/ 
e xclusive di st inct ion has been report e d .  
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