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CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT CONSTANT PRICES, AUSTRALIA 
JUNE QUARTER 1991

Note: This issue introduces seasonally adjusted estimates for public sector and total engineering construction activity. 
See paragraph 18 of Ute Explanatory Notes.

SUMMARY OF HNDINGS

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT AVERAGE 1984-S5 PRICES 

(Seasonally adjusted)
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Construction activity continued to fall in the June quarter 1991. In seasonally adjusted constant price terms, total 
construction activity fell by 1.9 per cent during the June quarter 1991 to $5,993 million. Construction activity has 
now declined in each quarter since September 1989 and is more than 8 per cent below the levels recorded twelve 
months ago, and 17 per cent below the 1989 peak in activity. Residential building activity, which has declined in 
each quarter since the June quarter 1989, fell a further 4.7 per cent in the June quarter 1991, following on from more 
modest falls in the December quarter 1990 (-0.7 per cent) and March quarter 1991 (-2.2 per cent). Non-residential 
building continued the decline evident since the September quarter 1989, falling a further 4.5 per cent in the June 
quarter 1991. In contrast to building activity, engineering construcuon activity which has remained fairly steady over 
the past twelve months, rose by 3.8 per cent in the June quarter 1991.

4
Total construction activity for 1990-91 was 9.0 per cent lower than 1989-90 and at $24,901 million, the lowest level 
since 1987-88. Residential and non-residcntial building activity estimates for 1990-91 were both about 13 per cent 
lower than activity levels for 1989-90. On the other hand, engineering construction activity for 1990-91 rose slightly 
(by 1.0 per cent) above the 1989-90 level.

INQUIRIES • for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related un­
published statistics contact Paul Seville on Canberra (06) 252 6067 or any ABS Slate Office

•for information about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this 
publication.
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Private sector
Seasonally adjusted, all categories of private sector construction, except engineering construction, declined in the June 
quarter 1991, Total private sector construction activity fell by 4.4 per cent to $3,781 million. Private sector 
construction activity has fallen by rrKjre than 25 per cent since the September quarter 1989. Private residential 
building fell by 5.7 per cent in the Jurte quarter 1991 to $1,816 million, and non-residential building by 6.9 per cent 
to $1390 million. Engineering construction activity rose by 7.1 per cent to $576 million.

Private sector construction activity for 1990-91 was 15.0 per cent below the level for 1989-90. Private sector 
residential building activity fell by 13.2 per cent, non-iesidential buifding activity by 19.9 per cent and engineering 
construction activity by 5.1 per cent in 1990-91.

Public sector
Seasonally adjusted, total public sector construction activity increased by 1.5 per cent in the June quarter 1991 to 
$2,200 million. This was due mainly to a 2.6 per cent increase in engineering construction acuvity in this quarter.

Public sector construction activity for 1990-91 was $8.722 million, 4.5 per cent above the level recorded in 1989-90 
and the highest level since the peak in 1986-87. Public sector residential building activity ($486 million) fell by 5.2 
per cent but non-residential building activity ($2.557 million) rose by 8.9 per cent and engineering construction 
activity ($5,680 million) increased by 3.6 per cent during 1990-91.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1984-85 PRICES 
(Seasonally adjusted)

% Changes between Mar. 91 and Jun. 91
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TABLE 1. SSASONALLY ADJUSTED ESTIMATES OP CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 19f4.«5 PRICES 
AUS'PRALIA r

period buddifti
Non-rtJiieUiUiai 

buUdiftg buUdint contlrticnon
Noft-ruidtiuiai 

coiuiritetioM
Ttxo/ 

coeWMcraoai

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

2,491 
2375

1990 Mu. qtr 
June qir 
Sept, qtr 
Dm. qtr

2310
2,153
2,092
2.079

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

2,032 
1,937

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dk. qir

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sqpt qtr 
Dec. <^T

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dm. qtr

1990

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES ($m)

2.648
2.618

5.141
4,999

1,974 
1.901

4,622 
4.519

7.113
6.894

2.529
2,435

(*)2352
2331

4.837 
4380 

<*X.447
4,418

1.958
1.958
1,977
1,943

4.486
4.392 

(a)4.329

6.796
6.546

<*>6.421
6.352

2.137
2,040

4.167 
3,970

1.943
2.017

4.079
4,057

6.112
5.993

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

-1.8
-4.7

“2.8

-2.8
-0.7

-2.2
-4,7

1.0
-1.1

-0.1
-2.8

8.8 
-3.7

4.2
-X2

XO 
-3.1

-3.4
-33

<«>-3.4

-3.2
-5.3

(«)-2.9
-0.6

3.0 
0.0 
1.0

-1.8

“XI
<*>-1.4

-1.3

-3.7 
(•M.9

“8.3 “5.7 0.0
3.8

1.6 -3.8
-1.9

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (*)

9.0
-1.8

16.8
14.0

12,9
6.0

13-2 
5.9

15.3
10.4

13.0
5.9

1991

4

Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sqjt. qtr 
Dm. qtr

Mar. qtr 
June qtr

-15.1
-16.0
-125

-12.0
-lO.l

3.3 
-7,1 

<•>“11.2 
-11.0

-1.9
-11.0

(a>-13.5
“11.6

9.9
7.9
0.2
2.2

6.1
-1.0

(*>-6.3
-5.4

1.4
-6.1

<*>“^.7
-7.9

-15.5
-16.2

-13.9
-133

-0.8 
3.0

“9.1
-7.6

-10.1

(a) New cut-offa for non-reakionual building from Sepumbct quart«' 1990 - aee p«n|;niph 6 of the Eipitnaiory Notea.

CONSTOUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 19M-SS PRICES 
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TABLE X SEASONALLY ADJUSTED PRIVATE SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACnVlTY 
AT AVERAGE 19B4-85 PRICES

AUSTRALIA r

PtfiOd
Rtsidtniiai Non-rosiduitiai Totat EngtM^ru^ Ntm-rttidtHtial

construction eotutruciion
Toiai 

cotutruaicf/t

ESTIMATES (Sm)
1989 Sept, qtr 

Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qu­
ote.

1991 Mir. qtr 
Juneqtr

1989 Sqx. qtr 
Ote. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1989 Sept, qtr 
EXx. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
SefJt. qtr 
De^ qtr

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

2,368
2,241

2,170
2,036
1.974
1.941

1.926
1.816

2.088
2,013

4,464
4,236

632
586

2.719
2,599

5,088 
4.840

1,948 
1,830

(a)l,742 
1,675

4.104
3,868 

(•P.721
3.620

343 
550
552 
335

^491 
2,379 

(a}2.294 
2,210

4.661
4.415

(•>4.267
4.150

1,492
1,390

3.405
3,210

531 
51h

2.030 
1,965

3,955 
3.781

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

-2.7
-5.4

-3.2
-6.2
-3.1
-1.7

-0.8
-5.7

-3.6 1.7
T3

-13
2.5 0.0

-3.2
-6.0

(•>4.8
-3.8

-3.6
-5.8

(•>3.8
-17

-1.2
1.1
0.5

-3.2

-4.5
(*>3.6

-3.7

-3.7
-3J

(•>3.4
-2.7

-10.9
-6.9

-5.9
-5.7

0.5
7.1

-8.2
-3.2

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (•)

9.5
-3.3

23.8
13.5

15.8
4.1

20.5
6.8

-9.0
-164
-167
-13.4

-11.2
-10.8

2.2 
-11.4 

(a>166 
-16.8

-4.2
-14.1

(«>166
-14.9

-7.0
-6.6

-1X5

-23.4
-24.1

-17.0
-17.0

-1.1
4.7

(•) New cut-ofla for n<n-raudanual building from S^nerob« quuur 1990- »ee pu«(raph6Qfih« EspUnauny Note«-

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1984-85 PRICES 
private sector 
(SeasonnHy adjusted)

Non-rokfaniia] cowBructkia

Scrieabreak

Retidenttal building

T
19S3 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988

“-T“ 
1989

—1— 
1990

“n— 
1991

*

- 2,000

- l.OOO

“1
1992

$ millioti 
r 3.000

-15.1
-14,4

23.0 
11.9

0.1 
-10.3 

{a)-15.6 
-15.0

-13.2 
(•>-16,1

-14J

-18.5
-17.4
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1989 SepL qtr 
D^ qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
Jime qtr 
StfX.qU 
Dec. qtr

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1989 Sqx. qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990

1991

i

TABLE 3. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED PUBLIC SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
AT AVERAGE 1984>85 PRICES

AUSTRALIA r

Ktsi^nlioi 
bttUdutg

Non-rajtidtniial
________ buiUini

Total
construction

NoN'rcaidaiiiia/ 
constrnetion

Toco/ 
consantesion

QUARTERLY ESHMA'l'ES (Sm)

114
133

148
120
111
138

113
123

359 
609

679 
,738

1342
1315

1.901
1,924

2,016 
XO57

579
599 

(a>613
661

<^724
720 

(•)729
193

1,414
1.408
1.425
1.408

1.994
X008

(a}2.a38
2,068

2,\42
2,\tf

(a^.l49
2.206

649
635

759
760

1,405 
1.441

2.054
2.076

2,167 
2.200

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER

10.6
16.2

0,3 
8.9

2.5
8.7

9.4 
-10

66
1.2

6.8
21

Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sqst. qtr 
Dec. qtr

Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1989 Sqx. qtr 
Ok. c^r

1990

1991

Mar. qtr 
June qir 
Sqx. qtr 
Dk. qtr

Mar. qtr 
June qtr

11.5 
-19.3
-7.4
24.1

-17.7
9.1

-4.9
3.5 

(a)2.3
7.7

-1.8
-0.6

(a)1.4
8.8

7J

-1.8
-2.1

-4.3 
0.1

1.2

0-'^
. -0.2

2.6

3.6
0.7

(b)1-5
1.5

4.1 
-0.7 

(a)l.O
16

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (•)

-1.4
32.8

55.6 
15.7 
-3.2

3.4

-23.7
3.1

-a? -1.8
1.5

-3.7 
15.6

-3.2 
18.3

10.1 
5J

5.6 
8-5

52 
9.8

7.1
7.5

(a)9.7
8.5

14.2
8.7

(a)7.4
1.6

18.2 
14.8
62 
7.0

14.7 
12.5

(•)7-2 
73

16.9
127

12

it
12.0 
60

4.8
5.5

-0.6
2.3

3.0
3.4

1.2
3.4

(•) New cu-offt for ncn-roiideaual bmldeigfrom StyXintui q’jiner 1990- »eepua^ph 6 of th« EkpUnaUHy Not«.

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 1984-8S PRICES 
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1979-80 
1980-61 
1981-82 
1983-83
1913-84 
1984-85
19«-86 
1986-87 
1917-88 
1988-89
1989-90 
1990-91

1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-«
19«-S6
1986-87
1987-88
19tt-89 
1989-90
1990-91
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TABLE A ORIGINAL ESTIMATES OF CONSTRVCTION ACTiVTTY AT AVERAGE 19S44KS PRICES« AUSTRALIA r

RsstfaxlMl N»«-rwss'rfaaft'af
MMiwt

TottJ Eji/uMruf
C0it»truciien

Non-rtMttMtai
cowatnetto*

TeW 
egartmesiea

ANNUAL ESTaiATES (Sm)

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

7596 
8551 
8.179 
6556 
6370 
7309 
7314 
6380 
7556 
9.709 
9536 
8,145

11.1 
145 
-XI

-235 
11.4 
135 
-15

-1X0
95

28 5 
-3.8

-1X8

2.562
X4<7

5599
5,715
5313
4,775
5536
6,108
7.425
8,045
9524
9320

10539
8578

12595 
14366
13,792
11.031
12.206
14316
15339 
14,925
16,780 
19529
19576
17,023

6,913 
7379
9507 
9525 
7,933 
7,763
7523 

(s)7528
7.183 
7,132
7.799 
7578

t2JI2 
13593 
14520 
14599 
13,169 
13371 
15549 

(•)15573
16X07 
16.752 
18338 
16,756

19509 
21.744 
2X999 
20556
20.139 
21,779 
23363 

(s)2X7S3
23,963 
26.462 
27574 
24501

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR

-05 
7.8

-14.9
9.7

16.6
21.6

5.9 
11-7 
-1.9 

-20.0
10.6 
14.8

14.6

6.4
13.3

XI 
1X4 
15.2
1.3 

-13.0

-4.9 
111 
19.9
3.4 

-16.7
-XI 
0.8 
0.1

-3.0

10.7 
-35

5.3
9.9

IIJ

-10j6
-2Ja

QUARTERLY ESllMATES (Jra)

2,762 
X?3I

5524
5525

PERCENTAGE QIANGE OVER MIEVIOUS QUARTER

o-23

8.8

3.<

-15.4
-16.2

2.137 
X150 
X151 
X179

1382
1333

3340 
3.963

1359 
2JJ29

16.5
14.1

5.9 
-0.9

1X7 
6.0

-1X0 
-lO.l

2.317 
X423 

(b)X451
X440

4,454
4572

(b>4302
4319

1990 Mar. qtr

Sept-qo- 
Dec. qtr

(b>-11.3
-10.9

1991 Mar. qtr

1991 Mar. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
hue qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

35
-1.9

16.9
3.2

1991 Mar. qtr -19.7
3.6

1990 Mar. qtr 
Iwaeqtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

-14.8
2.7

(b)0.6 
0.4

-13.7 
X7

-14.1 
0.6 
0.1 
1.3

-6.6 
-15.2 
-16.0 
-1X4

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

-15.4
4.6 

(b)lX
0.5

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

-II.1 
(b)-13.6 

-11.6

-133

-0.7
9.3
1.0

XI

5.9
-15
5.3

10.4
35 

^3

1.961
1.955

1411 
2372 
1,960 
1.995

U03 
1120

2.9
-0.3

-7.4
14.4
-54

1.8

17.6

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (b)
13.4
6.0

95
8.7
0.0
2.0

-3J 
2.3

4.723
4.693

73« 
7.180

4.128
4,494 

(b)4.41i
4,434

6265
6344

(b)6562
6513

3.761
4,149

SA43 
6/M3

4.6

-1X0
8.9 

(b)-1.8
05

-1X7 
6.0

(bM5 
0.8

-15.2
10.3

-14.7
7.8

ISJ 
10.6

12.9
6.0

6.0 1.3

(b)-6.6
-53

(h>-9.9

-7.7
-9.9

(?) For exjpUnation of aenM break, aee pangraph 3 of Qie ExpUnauirx Noux. (b) New ciM-ofT« for non-residential building from Sepuanber quarter 1990 - see paragni^ 6 of 
the Explanatory Noles.
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1979-80 
1980-81
1981-82 
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87 
19r-88 
1988-89
1989-90 
1990-91

1979-80 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83
1983-84 
1984-85
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-83
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91

1

TASLB S. ORIGINAL PRIVATE SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE X9S4^ PRICES 
AUSTRALIA r

NM-nManti^ 
btáUHtit

Tom/
biáUiití

N<M-r«aMbiiútf
ewiatny raen c«wtmc«ten

ANNUAL ESTIMATES (Sm)

1989 Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
Juae^ 
S^qir 
Dec. qtf

iI
1991 Mar. qtr

I9<9 S^qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1991 Mar. qtf 
June qtr

1989 Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

1991 Mar. qir 
Juneqir

6,897 
7.930
7315 
5335 
6342 
7377 
7338 
6,322 
7,093 
9393
8,824 
7,659

3207 
3,863 
4,001
3295 
3328 
4,083 
5,171
5,404 
6,681 
7,413 
7.891
6,322

10.104 
¡1,793 
11316
9.131 
9.771

11,460 
12,409 
11,726
13.774 
16.705 
16.715
13.981

1,183
1372 
2386
2334
1356
1322
1301

(4)1393
2,124
2341
2,316
2,198

4390 
5335 
e:2in 
5,7» 
4385
5305 
€,m 

wi:>srt
8305 
9353

10307 
83»

11387 
13365
14.102 
11465 
11327
12382 
HXHO 

(«)133t8
15398 
18346 
19X131
16,179

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR
13.1
15.0

-25.3
10.4
14.5
-1.9

-127
122
31.0 
-5.0

-13.2

2,436 
2348

2,008
2,033
2,029
2,035

1.783
1,813

O.l 
-3.6

-14.5
1.3

0.3

-12.4

2.3 
».4
3.6

17.6
1.0

22.7
26.6

23.6
11.0
6.5

-19.9

9.4
16.7
0.2

-22.7
70

17.3

-5.5 
173 
21.3 
0.1

164

-15.9 
329 
45.4

6.5 
-36.1
-8.6 
126 
18.2 
122
53 
3.4

-3.4
23.8
15.7

14.7 
127
23.0
7.8

20.7
9.6 
5.7 

-163

6.1 
183
53 

-18.0 
-2.1 
13.7
8.8 

-23 
16.7 
192
03 

-15.0

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES ($»«)

2,191
2,106

4.627
4.454

654
629

2,845
2,735

538!
5,083

1.803 
1.791

(Wt.823 
1,754

3,810
3,824

(b)3,854
3.780

519 
514
57»
575

2,322
2.306

(b)2397
2329

4329
4339

(b>4.426
4364

1.382
1,360

3,165
3.173

513
539

13fj 
1.899

3,677
3.712

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER
8.4
3 9

3.9 
n

18.8 
-3.8

10.6 
-3.8

53
-3.7

14.4
Of, 

(b)1.9 
3.9

-143 
0.4

(bX>.8
-1.7

-17.5
-0.9
11.0
0.6

-15.1

(b)3.9
-2.8

-14.8 
0.2

(b)20
-1.4

21.2
1.6

16.5 
0.3

-10.8
5,1

-18.6
0.2

-15.7
0.9

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OE PREVIOUS YEAR (b)
9.4

-3.2
23.3
13.7

15.5 20.4
6.8

22.6
12.0

16.1

-9.0
-16.4
-16.7
-13.3

-11.2
-10.8

2.3
■11.4

(b)-I6.7
-16.7

-4.0
-14.1 

(b)-16.7
14.9

-7.1
-6.5

-12.6

0.1
-10.3 

(b>-í5.7
-14,9

-13.3
(b)-16.2

-14,1

3
§

23.3
24.1

-16.9
-17.0

-1.2
4.8

-18.4
-17.6

-15.1
-14,4

(a) For explanación of aeries break, see parsfraph 3 of the Explanatory Notes, (b) New cui-ofTi for non-residential building from September quarter 1990 • see paragnph 6 rf 
the Explanatory Notes.
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1979-80 
1980*81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-U 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91

1979-80 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83
1983-84 
1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91
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TABLE 6. ORIGINAL PUBLIC SECTOR ESTIMATES OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY AT AVERAGE 19M><S PRICES 
AUSTRALIA r

biáldútt buitdiag
Total 

baileHai
SngiMn/it 
cotutrtiction

Noti-rtñátHtiai 
conttructwn

Total 
co/utmetiofi

ANNUAL ESTIMATES ($m)

A

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept qtr 
Dec. qtr

400 
421
364 
421
528 
531 
576
559 
464 
417 
512
486

-14.4 
5.3

-13,7 
15.8 
25.3
0.7 
83

-3.1
-17.0 
-10.1
2X9
-5.2

126
139

130
117
122
144

99
121

24.5
10.4

9.7
4.3

17.9

-31.2
21.9

2,092 
1.S52 
1.612 
1.480 
1,908 
2.025 
2354 
2,641 
2343 
2307 
2,348 
2357

2,491 
2373

1.901 
2,435 
2356 
2331
3300 
3,006 
2324 
2360
3.042

5,730 
6,106 
6,921
7,090 
6J77 
6341
6X23

(b)5X35
5,059 
4.892 
5.483
5,680

7.822 
..y58 
8333 
8370 
8X84 
8366 
8,477 

(a)8376
7,601 
7/)99 
7.831 
8X37

8322

8,991
8312
8397
9353 

(•)9.135
8,065
7316 
8343
8,722

>

PERCENTAGE CIUNOfi OVER PREVIOUS YEAR

-11.5
-12.9

82
28.9
6.1

11.3
17.2 
-37
13.2
6.4 
8.9

-13.1 
-3.8 
28.1

5.0 
107 
13.0 
-6.0

-12.7 
9.0
6.4

-X2 
6.6

13.3
2.4

-10.1
-0.6
-1.9
-4.6 
14.8
-3.3 
1X1
3.6

-X8
1.7
7.2
0.4

-3.3
1.0
1.3
1.2

-6.6
10.3
5.2

QUARTERLY ESTIMATES (tm)
571
632

(¡ffí 
nx

1307
1,326

1,87S 
I.9S8

-3.4
1.9
6.2

-XO
1.0

0.9
-11.7

11.0
43

X0Q$
2i3fn

514
631

(b)626
685

644
748

(b)748
829

1392 
1357 
l.3«9 
1,420

1306
2.188 

(b)30l5
XIOS

1,936 
230ü

W2.137
2349

577 
669

676 
7W USI

1,867
2350

1.966
2371

PERCENTAGE Cl lANGK OVER PREVIOUS QUARTER
2.8 

¡0.6
1.2

106
-3.3
4.2

18.6
22.8

(b) 0.9
9.6

-16.5
16.2 

(b>0.1
10.9

-2.5
20.5

-10.8
22

-7.7
21.2

(b)-7.9
4.5

-1.1
19.1

(b>-7.3
5.3

¡ri

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVliR SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR (b)

-23.7
3.1

-11.3
203

5.0
5.5

123 
6.0

3.3
2.8

3.9
15.0

9.2
22.6

12.6
20.6

5.5
8.7

14.8
12.6 

(b)7.3

18.0
14.9
6.3
7.1

10.2
5.6

{•) For explvittion of serie* bresk, seo ptngrsph 3 of iho Explsnstory Notes, (b) Now cui-olTs for non-roudcniial buildinu from Seotember ousner 1990 • tee D*j*sr*ph 6 of 
the Explanatory Note*.

-0.9
32.7

-0.2

7.3
7.5

(b)9.5
8.5

15.9
16.0

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

-18.5
16.9

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

-3.4
18 3

55.7
15.6
-3.2

3.4

14.5
8.7

(b)7.2
7.6

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr



Period

1989 S^. qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qlr 
Juneqtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1991 Mar. qtr 
Juneqtr

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
Sept, qtr 
Dw. qtr

1991 Mar. qtr 
June qtr

1989 Sept, qtr 
Dec. qtr

1990 Mar. qtr 
June qtr 
S^. qtr 
Dee. qtr

1991 Mar. qtr 
Juneqtr

9

TADLE 7. IMPLICIT PRICE DEFLATORS, AUSTRALIA r

RtaiiUatial 
bwldint

Non-roiidtoiial 
btùldiag

Total 
buiUiat

(1984'85 equals 100.0)

I
1

Engin^ring 
eotutrttetion

Noft-rookititiial 
corutryetion

Tota/ 
coiutntctùm

154.8
157.6

158.9
160.7
161.6
162.4

162.6
162.6

148.3
151.5

151.6
154.6

135.6
138.8

150.1
153.0

151.9
154.7

153.4
154.3
154.6
154.7

156.3
157-5
158.2
158.7

141.8
144.1
147.1
149.0

154.1
154.1
156.3
155.2

155.9 
156.4
1585
157.9

153.8
152.3

158.5
157.8

149.0
148.6

154.7
152.7

157.6
156.1

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER HiEVIOUS QUARTER

2.4
1.8

2.0
2.2

2.2
2.0

1.9
2.4

2.8
1.9

2.6
1.8

0.8
1.1
0.6
0.5

1.3 
0.6
0.2 
0.1

1.1 
0.8 
0.4 
0.3

2.2
1.6
2.1
1.3

0.7
0.0

-0.7

0.8
0.3
1.2

0.1
0.0

-0.6
-1.0

-0.1
-0.4

0.0 -0.3
-1.3 -1.0

PERCENTAGE CHANGE OVER SAME QUARTER OF PREVIOUS YEAR

16.0
12.9

9.0
6.4
4.4
3.0

2.3
1.2

8.5
8.4

l.fi
6.1
4.2
2.1

0.3
-1.3

12.1
10.6

6.3
7.8

7.9
7.7

10.8
9.5

8.3
6.1
4.4
2.7

14
0.2

8.2
8.3
8.5
7.3

6.1
5.5
4.1
1.4

7.1
5.7
45
2.1

5.1
3.1

0.4
-0.9

s
B'
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains constant price estimates of 

the level of construction activity in Australia. It also con­
tains implicit price deflators derived from these estimates. 
The estimates provide a measure (in ‘real’ terms) of 
residential building, non-residential building, total build­
ing, engineering construction, non-residential construction 
and total construction activity for the private and public 
sectors.

8. The cost of land is excluded. Repair and main­
tenance activity is excluded.

Definitions
9. A building is defined as a rigid, fixed and pennanent
structure which has a roof. Its intended purpose is primari­
ly to house people, plant, machinery, vehicles, goods or 
livestock, with provision for regular access by persons.

2. The estimates are compiled from results of the ABS
surveys of Building Activity (BAGS), Construction Other 
than Building (COTB), Engineering Construction (ECS) 
and from government finance data.

3. The engineering construction estimates for quarters
back to and including September 1986 were compiled 
from the ECS which covers both the private and public 
sectors. For earlier quarters, activity for the private sector 
has been extrapolated backwards using the results from 
the COTB which was limited to jobs valued at $100,000 
or more undertaken by private contractors. However, no 
equivalent extrapolation could be done for work under­
taken by the public sector, and it was necessary to use 
government finance data. Hence there is a break in the 
continuity of the series.

10. Residential building is defined as building 
I'rcdominantly consisting of one or more dwelling units. 
A dwelling unit is defined as a self-contained suite of 
rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities, intended 
for long term residential use. Units (whether self-con­
tained or not) within buildings offering institutional care, 
such as hospitals, or temporary accommodation such as 
motels, hostels and holiday apartments, are not defined as 
dwelling units, but arc included in non-residential build­
ing.

11. Non-residential building is defined as building ouicr 
than residential building and includes hotels, shops, fac­
tories, offices etc.

Scope and coverage
4. The estimates relate to construction activity which

12. Engineering construction is defined as construction 
other than building and includes roads, bridges, railways, 
harbours, water storage and supply, sewerage and 
drainage, electricity generation, pipelines, telecommunica­
tions etc.

includes construction of new buildings, alterations and ad­
ditions to existing buildings and engineering construction 
activity (roads, bridges, railways, earthworks, etc). The es­
timates measure total activity on construction rather than 
the output of the Construction industry (i.e. the value of 
construction activity undertaken by businesses classified 
to industries other than Construction is included and non­
construction activity of businesses in the Construction 
industry is excludedX

13. Non-residential construction is the sum of non- 
residential building and engineering construction.

Valuation of jobs
14. Value of work done during the period represents the 
estimated value of building or engineering construction 
work actually carried out during the quarter on jobs which 
have commenced.

5. The building estimates relate to:

(a) construction of new residential buildings and all 
alterations and additions to residential buildings 
with an approval value of $ lO.tXXJ or more; and

(b) all non-residenual building jobs with an approval 
value of $50,000 or more.

6. From the September quarter 1990, only non-residen-
tial building jobs with an approval value of $50,000 
(previously $30,(XX)) or more are included. For more 
details on the effect of the new cut-offs on specific classes 
of non-residential building (in current price terms) please 
refer to Building Activity, Australia (8752.0) for the Sep­
tember quarter 1990.

Classification
15. Ownership. The ownership of construction work is 
classified as cither public sector or private sector accord­
ing to the sector of the intended owner of the completed 
work as evident at the time of approval. Residential 
buildings being constructed by private sector builders 
under government housing authority schemes whereby the 
authority has contracted, or intends to contract, to pur­
chase the buildings on or before completion, are classified 
as public sector.

Seasonal adjustment
16. Details of methods used in seasonally adjusting 
original series are available on request.

7. The engineering construction estimates relate to en-
gineering construction work undertaken in Australia.

17. Large fluctuations in scries as a result of irregular 
influences are not removed by seasonal adjustment, and 
particular care should be taken in interpreting individual 
quarter-to-quarter movements.

1
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18. This issue introduces seasonally adjusted estimates 
for public sector and total engineering construction ac­
tivity compiled from the results of the ECS. Regular 
subs^bers can obtain a complimentary copy of the com­

plete new series on request.

Estimates at constant prices
19. Tlie base year of constant price estimates of con­
struction activity in this issue is 1984-85.

í
20. Constant price estimates measure changes in value 
after the direct effects of price changes have been 
eliminated. The deflators used to revalue the current price 
estimates in this publication are derived tan the same 
price data underlying the deflators compiled for the dwell­
ings and non-dwelling construction components of the 
National Accounts aggregate ‘Private gross fixed capital 
expenditure’.

;r 21. Estimates at constant prices are subject to a number 
*^of approximations and assumptions. Further information 

on the nature and concepts of coastant price estimates is 
contained in Section 4 of Australian National Accounts : 
Concepts, Sources and Methods (5216.0).

Implicit price deflators
22. Implicit price deflators provide an estimate of the 
price change between the base period of the relevant con­
stant price estimate (currently 1984-85) and any other 
period, and use the quantity weights of this latter period. 
An implicit price deflator is obtained by dividing a current 
price value by its corresponding constant price value. 
Thus implicit price deflators are derived measures (hence 
the term ‘implicit’) and at the level of published ag­
gregates are not normally the direct measure of price 
changes by which components of current price estimates 
are converted to estimates at constant prices.

Interpretation and analysis
23. Care should be exercised when interpreting quarter- 
to-quarter movements in the estimates as short term 
movements do not necessarily indicate a change in trend.

24. Estimates for financial years arc simple aggregates of 
quarterly estimates. All estimates for the current quarter 

and preceding quarter are preliminary and subject to 
revision. However, it may be necessary from time to time 
to revise estimates for earlier periods.

Related publications
25. Users may also wish to refer to the following publi­
cations which contain statistics relating to building and 
construction:

Australian National Accounts: National Income and Ex­
penditure (5206.0) — issued quarterly.

Australian National Accounts: Gross Product, Employ­
ment and Hours Worked (5222.0) — issued quarterly.

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) — issued monthly.

Building Activity, Australia: Dwelling Unit Commence­
ments, Preliminary (8750.0) — issued quarterly.

Building Activity. Australia (8752.0) — issued quarterly.

Engineering Construction Activity, Australia (8762.0) — 
issued quarterly.

26. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, Australia 
(1101.0). Tiie ABS also issues, on Tuesday and Fridays, 
a Publications Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to 
be released in the next few days. The Catalogue and Pub­
lications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other asages

n.a.

figure or series revised since previous issue 
not applicable
nil or rounded down to zero
not availaUe
break in continuity of series (where drawn 
between two consecutive figures in the same 
column) 

27. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

w. Mclennan 
Acting Australian Statistician
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