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MAIN FEATURES

Change between -

(building Ollier than house building), the index is not 
necessarily applicable to any specific building or type of 
building included in that area.

All groups index

May 79

June 79

June 78

Juin- 79
Items and weights
.3. The inde.x is a fixed weiglits index. The items 
and weights were derived from reported values of
materials used in selected

I

Sytiney 
Melbourne 
Hnsbiine
Adelaide 
K-rtli 
Hobart
Weighted average of 

sis State capital

+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.3 
+0.2 
+Ü.I 
+0.3

+Ü.3

+8.6
+8.I

+ 10.3

+ 8.1

+8.3

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication contains inde.x numbers ol the 

Price Index ol Materials I'sed in Building Oilier than 
House Building. .A detailed description of the inde.x is 
contained in ¡.ahuur Kepnrt No. 5b. 197.3 (pp. 43-56). A 
Price index ol Materials Used in House Building is 
published ui a separate publication (640K.0). Inde.x 
nunihi.s Jur the current ninntli and die previuus niinith 
are preliminary and siihiect to rerisinn.

representative buildings

1

constructed in or about 1066-67. The single weighting 
pattern relates to the whole ol Australia, and is applied 
(with minor exceptions) in calculating indexes lor each 
State capital city. The weighi.s tor groups of items are 
shown in Table 2. Fuither details concerning the 
weighting pattern are contained in l.ahciir Re/>crf No. 
5b, 1973 (Ref. No. 6.7). The relerence baseofihc index 
is the year 1966-67 - 100.0.

Prices
4. Prices are collected as at the mid-point of the
month to which the index refers, or as near thereto as 
practicable. They relate to specified standards of each
coimnodiiy and are obtained from representative
suppliers of materials used in building. In general the 
point of pricing is ilelivercd <>n site but in some cases it 
has been necessary to use the nearest realistic price 
available, e.g. that lor supplictf aiul lixcd local prices 
are used in the indexes for each capital city, with the
main exception that for the whole of (he group

Scope and composition
2. The index measures changes in prices of selected 
materials used in the construction of buildings other 
than houses and Inw-rise Hats (in general, those up to 
three storeys). It includes 72 items, combined in eleven 
groups, in addition to an .Allftrnups index. Althougli the 
selected materials (or many of them) are also used in 
house (and low-rise tlal) building, in building repair, 
maintenance and alteration w(»rk. and in engineeriti}’ 
ciinslruefiun work (e.g. projects such as roads, dams, 
bridges and the like), the weighting pattern of the index, 
being designed for the specific purpose mentioned al the 
beginning of this paragraph, is not applicable to these 
other activities of the construction industry. In addition, 
since the weights are based on an average materials usage 
over a range of types of building within the defined area

bleclrical installation materials and the majority of the 
items in the group Mechanical services components. 
Sydney and Melbourne piice series are used. As tar as 
possible, actual transaction prices are used in ilie index 
as distinct from list prices. T'liiJs measuresol special or 
other discounts are sought where these are believed io be 
signillcanl. To the extent that they can be determined, 
significant changes in special discounts arc incorporated 
in the index but this may sometimes he on a partly
estimated basis, 
revisions.

Index niiml>ers
5.

may sometimes necessitate

The index has been compiled for each monili
from July 1966. and for the financial years fiom 
1966-67. Inde.x numbers for tlnancial years are simple 
averages of the relevant monthly index numlx'is Index



numbers (in each State capital city and for lite weighted
average of the si; capitals are given for alt
Ctiitihiued in Table 1 and for each group oj ifenis in
Table 2. The separate city indexes measure price
movements within each capital city individually. They 
enable comparison.s to he drawn between cities as to 
diyiereiiees m digree ,>J priee more/neni from period to 
period, but not as to the di’ïerences in price level.

11. The series shown in Table 4 can only be 
published for the weighted average of the six Stale 
capital cities. It is not possible to publish in this detail 
foi each city separately because insufficient price series
are available in some
conlìdentiality restrictions.

instances or because of

Percentage changes
6. Tables 1 and 3 show price movements expressed 
in terms ol percentage changes, Tlic following example 
illustrates the method of calculating percentage changes, 
with lefcrence to Table 1.

Weighted average of six Slate capital cities -

interpretation
12. In iinterpreting movements in the index.
particularly those from month to month, it should be
noted that changes frequently occur in an uneven

Index number as al January 1979 
Index number as al ikeember IQ7H

26b.3
264.4

fashion both over lime and also, between separate 
capital cities, al the same points of time. Changes in 
index numbers for individual months should not be 
interpreted in isolation and without reference to changes 
over longer periods.

Related publications
Per centage change = 2bH.3

264.4
2b4.4 X lOu = +1.5'?;

13.
price indi

I seis may also wish to refer to the following 
ex publications which arc available on request

Special purpose index
7. Index numbers for the special purpose index for
All groups excluding hlectrical installaiion materials and
Mechanical services components are shown for each

Idee ¡ude.K o} Materials L 'sed ii¡ Housc Ruildiug 
(MÜS.O)

. Priee Index of Materials l sed in .MaHufaeturbig 
Indusiry (641 1.0)

capital city and the weighted average of the six capitals 
in the second column Iroin the right in Table 2.

. h-ice of Ari ides l*rt>dueed hy

Index numbers for selected items
Thirty-tour index number series for selected

items or combinations o1 items arc shown in Table 4 of 
this bulletin. TTiese index numbers represent selected 
components ol each of the puhlisheii groups shown in

Mauufaeturing /udusfry (6412.0)

l*riec hide.x oj Ldeelrieul hisiaUaiion Materials 
(64Ü9.Ü)

. Priee ftniexes of Me f allie .Materials (6410.0)

Table 2. They relate cither to single items or to
14. Other AB.S publications which may be of 
interest include .

combinations ot' items as shown in the weighting pal tern 
for this index published on pages 4i> and 47 of Labour 
Report No. 58. 1973 (Ref. No. 6.7).

9 A supplement containing monthly item indc.x 
numbers corresponding to those in Table 4 has been 
prepared for the period July 1972 to June 1977 and is 
available, free of charge, on application to the ABS.

h’i/gr Rales hidexes. Preliminary (631 1.0)

H'ügt' Ñü/í'i (6312.0)

Aeerage h'vck/v Pan/ò/gs ((>302.0)

15. All publications produced hy the ABS are 
listed in Catalogue ol Publications (1101.0) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office.

10. It has not been possible to include in Table 4
indexes tor ail of the items which comprise the total 
index because lor some items the available price scries 
are regarded as not sufficiently representative to permit 
publication at that level. In addition item indexes have 
not generally been published tor items of relatively low 
importance in the index.

Symbolsand other usages
p preliminary ligures subject to revision.
r figures revised since previous issue.

nil or less than half the final digit shown.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician
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TABLE I. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BLlLDINii OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING - ALL GROUPS

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79 p

1977-78 
May

1978-79 
July- 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
lebruary 
March 
April 
May p 
June p

1976-77 
1977-7 8
1978-79 p

1977-78 
May

1978-79 
July- 
August 
September 
October 
November 
IX’cember

January 
lebruary 
March

May p 
June p

1977-78 
May^

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
lebruary 
March 
April 
May p 
June p

Sydney

239.9
259.2

245.9
248.3

249.8
250.6
251.8
252.7
254.4
255.5

260.0
264.2
265.7
267.6 
26H.6
269.6

+ 11.3 
+8.3
+8.0

+7.5 
+8.0

+7.5
+7.4

+7.0

+6.8

+8.0 
+9.2
+9.3
+9.2 
+9,2
+8.6

+0.3 
+ 1.0

+0.6 
+0.3 
+0.5 
+0,4
+0.7 
+0.4

+ 1.8

+0.6 
+0.7 
+0.4 
+0.4

Sfelhourne Briibaiu’ .■idekude Penh Hl) han

Weighted 
average of 
SIX State 

capital cities

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base ot each index : Year 1966-67 = 100.0)

234.8
254.4
271.4

260.1
262.1

261.4
262.0
262.3
263.7
265.4
268.1

278.7
281.1
282.7
283.2

+ 8.3
+6.7

+6.0

+5.0

+6.0
+8.1
+8.1
+8.5
+8.7
+8.1

+0.4 
+0.8

-0.3 
+0.2 
+0.1 
+0.5 
+0.6

+2.3
+0.5
+0.9
+0.6
+0.2

241.2
260.9
278.6

266.6
268.8

269.8
270.8
271.4
271.8
273.1

278.2
283.4
284,9
287.1
288.2
289.0

234.3
254.2
274.4

260.9
262.6

263.0
263.1
262.8 
263-2
264.3
269 2

274.7 
281.5 
28"’ 8 
288.0
289.1
289.6

Pl RCI NTA(;i CHANCI S

Cliaiiye front previous year

+8.2
+6.8

+ 8.5

235.4
258.3
276.8

265.1
266.9

267.6
269.3
269.8
270.8

2T2.»

276.4 
281.0
282.9 
285-3 
286.6 
287.0

+ I3.Ü
+9.7

Change Jroni corresponding month of previous year

+7.5
+7.8

+6.6
+6.4
+5.9
+5.7

+5.6

+6.1 
+7.7 
+7.9
+8.4 
+ 8.1 
+7.5

+ 8.2 
+8.4

+6.2

+4.8 
+6.1

+ 7.6 
+9.8

+ 10.1

+ 10.8
+ 10.3

+ 8.6 
+8.9

+7.6 
+6.9 
+6.5 
+6.4 
+5.9

+6.6 
+8.2 
+8.2 
+8.4
+8.1 
+7.5

Change from previous month •

+0.6 
+0 8

+0.4 
+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.1 
+0.5 
+0.8

+ 1.1 
+ 1.9 
+0.5 
+0.8 
+0.4 
+0,3

+0.7
+0.7

+0.2

-0.1 
+0.2 
+0-4 
+ 1.9

+2.0 
+2.5 
+0.8

+0.4
+0.2

+0.8
+0.7

+0.3 
+0.6 
+0.2 
+0.4 
+0.5 
+0.3

+0.7 
+0.8 
+0.5 
+0.1

234.8
253.7
270.5

230.3
249.7
268.1

259.3
260.7

255.7
257.8

261 9 
262.9 
263.5 
264.2 
265.9 
267.6

258.5
259.4
259.9
260.9
262.5
264.4

267.9
274.5
276.8
278.6
280.9
281.7

268.3
273.4
275.0
277.3
278.6
279.3

%

+ 8.0 
+6.6

+8.4

+ 7.6 
+7.9

+6.6
+6.2
+5.6

+6.9 
+6.6 
+6.2 
+6 ! 
+6.0 
+6.0

+5.2 
+ 7.4 
+ 8.0 
+ 8.2 
+8.3 
+8.1

+ 7.0 
+8.6 
+8.7 
+8.9 
+9.0 
+8.3

+0.7
+0.5

+0.5 
+0.4 
+0.2 
+0.3 
+0.6 
+0.6

+0.1 
+2.5 
+0.8 
+0.7 
+0.8 
+0.3

+0.4
+0.8

+0.3 
+0.3 
+0.2 
+0.4 
+0.6 
+0.7

+0.6 
+0.8 
+0.5 
+Ü.3



PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING

WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES
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TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDINGOTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING - GROUP INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base of each index: Year 1966-67= 100.0)

Value weight (c)

Concrete mix, 
cement, 

sand, etc.

10.41%

Cemen r 
products

3.64%

Bricks,

5.28%.

'ninber, 
board and 
joinery

Steel 
and iron 
products products

Other 
metal 

products
Blum bing 
fixtures

Miscel­
laneous 

materials

Electrical 
installation 

materials faj

.Mechanical 
services 

components

Special 
purpose 
index (h) JII groups

¡1.90^, 30.58% 6.01% 2.59% 1.19% 7.09%: 8.61% 12. 78.69%, ¡00.00%

SYDNEY

1976-77
1977-78 
197 8-79 p

224.4
243.9
270.1

240.7
263.6
277.0

222.3
238.7
252.4

230.0
249.2
266.7

223.5
241.5
260.5

2 15.4
232.2
246.0

209.0
21 1.5
246.8

249.3
266.0
253.8

209.7
230.5
242.9

199.6
215.3
242.6

224.6
246.4
267.6

223.3
241.5
259.7

22 t .5 
239.9 
259.2

1977-78
252.2
254.4

266.4
267.9

244.6
244.9

257.8
258.6

245.9
249.4

236.5
240.1

216.5
220.9

268.4
268.4

237.9
238.9

221.6
225.0

2 54.4
255.9

247.3
249.6

245.9
248.3

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

258.4
259.9
263.5
264.5
265.5
266.0

268.0
268.3
268.7
272.1
276.3
277.1

245.2
246.2
246.5
247.3
247.3
249.0

258.7
260.3
261.2
261.6
263.1
264.0

251.7
252.3
253.4
253.6 
2SS-3
2 55.9

240.6
241.5
241.5
242.2
242.2

2 I 7.9 
220.9 
225.3 
228.2 
231.6 
234.7

268.4
268.4
236.1
237.1
237.1
242.6

241.7
237.6
239.4 
240-9
240.7
241.2

224.8
226.8
228.4
232.8
236.8
237.8

257.6
2 59.5 
260.8
261.7
263.4
2 6 5.4

251.8
252.9
253,5
254.9
2 55.8

249.Ö 
250.6 
251.8 
252.7 
254.4 
255.5

January 
February 
March

May p

275.8
276.2
275.8
278.3 

r278.9
278.9

279.8
281.3
281.5
281.9
281.9
287.1

251.7
256.1
257.4
258.5
260.6
262.4

265.6
268.4
270.6
273.3
274,8
278.9

263.0
266.3
267.7
267.8
269.0
269.7

245.3
248.4
248.8
249.0

256.9

238.1
260.0
271.3
281.9
279.5
271.9

250-1
250.6
2 5 7.4
263.1
267.2
267.3

242,5
242.8
244.5 

r247.1 
r247.5

248.7

240.Q

255.2
259.6
258.9
257.6

267.5
273.3
273.6
275.2
276.4
276.4

260.9
264.0
265.5
267.2
268,4
269,8

260.0
264.2
265.7
267.6
268.6
269.6

MELHOIJ RNI

1976-77
1977-7 8
1978-79 p

216.2
235.9
248.5

237.3
261.0
280.9

205.4
221.2
237.0

238.1
256.7
268.5

272.3
296.3
314.1

217.1
235.5
250.6

1 83.5 
1 85..3 
2 I 7 4

267.5
270.0
275.5

203.0
216.4
22 5.0

199.6
21 5.3
242.6

225.6
247.3
268.1

240.1
259.8
275.1

234.8
254.4
271 .4

1977-78
241.9
241.4

271.6
274.1

226.6
227.6

261.9
262.2

30 1.4
305.4

240.9
240.9

1 89 6
1 94.9

275.2
275.1

220.1
219.9

22 1.6
2 2 5.0

255.1
256.6

265.1
267.1

260.1
262.1

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

228.4
222.2
221.3
227.1
235.0
241.7

275.1
275.1
274.5
274.8
275.5
280.8

227.7
228.0
228.0
235.4
236.9
236.9

262.2
262.7
263.2
262,7 
2b2,7 
264.2

306.5
308.0
308.0
308.3
308.5

241.9
246,3
246.1
246.7
246.7
246.7

I 92.4 
I 94.9 
197.7 
200.7 
202..5 
204.0

275-9 
275.9
267.5 
255. I
255-1
271 0

2 21.0
221.7
223.0
222.5

225.3

224.8
226.8
228.4
232.8
236.8
237.8

258.1
260.1
26 1.4
262.3
263.9
265.9

265.9
266.2
266.1
267.4
268.8
271.8

261.4
262.0
262.3
263.7
265.4
268.1

January 
February 
March 
April

249.4
266.0
266.6
270.0
277,2
276.8

281.7
282.8
283.0
283.8
291.4
292.0

237.2
241.1
242.1
242.1
244.1
244.8

265.5
270.2
271.2
278.1
278,8
281,0

314-4
319.0
320.3
320.8
321.4
322.0

252.2
252.4
254.2
254.0

r259.6
260.2

208.0
227.3
2 38.1
249.2
248.8
245.1

276.2
277.6
281,8
289.8
289.9
289.7

226.2
226.6
227.0
228.6
227.3
227.4

240.9
251.0
255.2
259,6
2 58.9
257.6

268.1
273.7
274.1
275.5
276.7
276.9

274.9 
280-6
282.0
284.4
286.3 
287,0

271.1
277.2
278.7
281.1
282.7
283.2

For footnotes see page 8.



yalue weight (c)

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79 p

1977-78 
May

1978-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May p

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79 p

1977-78

1978-79
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

January 
February 
March

May p 
June p

TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BLILDING OTHER THAN HOLSE BLILDING - GROLP INiJEX Nl MRERS - ewilimied 
(Ebseofeach index : Year 19fe&-67 = JOO.O)

Concrete mix, 
cement, 

sand, etc.
Cement 
products

Bricks, Timber, 
board and 

joinery

Steel 
and iron 
products

.4 luminium 
products

Other

products
I’Itiinbing 
fixtures

Mnvel- 
laneous 

materials

Electrical 
installation

Mechanical 
services

materials (al components

Special 
purpose 
index fb/ All groups

¡0.4 J %

207.4 
225.0
246.0

231.7
231.7

232.4
235.0
235.0
235.3
235.9
242.4

240.8
252.3
250.3
259.3
264.7
268.8

209.0
232.2
250.0

236.8
2 3 3.6

226.3
220.9
212.4
207.4
208.2
24 1.7

259.9
272.6
274.0
291.4
291.7
293.5

3.64% 5.28% H.90% .30.58% 6.01% 2.59% ¡.¡9% 7.09% 8.t>i% 12. 70% 78.69% ¡00.00%,

BRISBANE

266.9
290.6
309.8

301.1
302.5

301.'’
301.8
302.5
302.5
306.3
307.1

31 1.4 
314.0 
31 5.5 
316.6 
31 7.4 
320.8

259.0
29 1.8
314.7

303.0
303.2

304.2 
304,2
304.2 
309.2 
.31 1.4 
31 1.8

313.3
31 9.6
324.2
324.6
324.6
324.6

234.8
247.2
263.2

270.7 
292 5
306.0

280.5
304.6
322.7

224.7
233.4

181.2
1 89.3
202.9

255 4 
269.2 
261.0

183.8
200.1
214.0

199.6
215.3
242.6

226.7
248.5
269.8

248.1
267.9
283.9

241.2
260.9
278.6

250.0
251.1

252.0
253.9
254.0
257.2
261.7
263.7

264.3
266.7
269.7
271.6
271.6
271.6

242.7
264.3
286.5

270.8
271.8

281.4
281.4
281.4
281.4
281.4
281.4

282.0
283.2
287.9
297.4
297.6
301.6

297.6
300.4

301.8
301.7
301.7
301.7
302.3
302.4

304.1
310.2
310.8
310.8
31 1.0
313.:

273.6
291.0
312.0

297.5
300,1

300.5
300.8
301.7
303.6 
305 6
308.0

311.6
317.5
319.2
322.7
325.0
327.3

310.S 
314,1

314.4
315.1
315.3
315.9
316.2
318.3

325.2
329.2
330.3
330.7
330.7
330.8

250.1
271.9
289.6

278.7
281.9

282.4
282.8
282.9
26.1.5
283.6
284.4

290.2
295.0
296.3
297.0

r2 97.9
298.6

229.5
229.6

229.6
229.9
230.2
2 30.2 
230.3
23 1 5

2 31.6
2 32.3
2 36.1
237..3
240.8
240.8

ADELAini

206.9

244.9

235.2
235.3

235.6 
235.9
2 36.1
2 36.1 
235.9
239.1

240.0
2 54,6
254,7
254.7
257.3
258.5

190.4
I 90.8

19 1.6 
190,7 
1 90.7 
194.3 
196.5 
195.2

200.4
202.7
213.7
218.8
221.4
218.8

202.2
202.4
2 36.2

205.5 
.10.8

209.1
2 10.0

2 17.2 
2 1 8-9 
2)9.3

224.6
243.7
261 .3
272.1 

r276.4
268.0

For footnotes see page 8.

271.9
271,9

272.0 
272.7
2 73.2 
237.0
237.0 
252.9

252.9
257.1
257.4
272.9
272.9
274..3

254.1
270.8
271.2

272.0
272.0

272.0
268.5
262.6
248.5
248.8
262.2

2 *’0.3
270.9
271.2
293.2
293.1
293.1

203.2
203.8

210.9
210 9
21 1.5
211.8
211.9
212.6

212.7
213.6
216.4
217.1
218.2
219.9

206.7
224.4
241.7

228.6
228.9

233.6
233.6
235.0
235.0
235.9

243.6
245.0
248.4
250.7 

riso.9
251.3

221.6
225.0

224.8
226.8
220.4
232.0
236.8
237.8

240.9
251.0
2 55.2
259.6
2 58.9
257.6

199.6
2 1 5.3
242.6

221.6
225 0

224.8
226.8
228.4
232.8
236.8
237.8

240.9
2 51.0
255.2
259.6
258.9
257.6

256.3
258.1

259.6
261.6
263.2
2 64.1
265.7
267.7

269.8
275.4
275.9

278.5
278.6

225.4
247.0
267.8

254.7
256.2

257.9
259,9
261.1
262,0
263.6
265.6

267.8
273.5
273.8
275.2
276.5 
276.§

273.2
275.3

276.4
277.1
277.3
277.4
278.2
280.5

283.6
288.2
289.6
291.7
292.9
294.1

239.6
259.6
278.9

266.2
267.8

268.1
267.6
266.8
266.8
267.5
273.2

279.4
286.1
288.5 
293,2
294.4
295.2

266.6
268.8

269.8
270.8
271.4
271.8
273.1
275.2

278.2
283.4
284.9
287.1
288.2
289.0

234.3
254.2
274.4

260.9
262.6

263.0
263.1
262.8
263.2
264.3
269.2

274.7
281.5
283.8
268.0
269.1
289.6



TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USEDIN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING - GROUP INDEX NUMBERS - continued
(Base of each index : Year 1966-67 = 100.0)

Value weight (c)

Concrete mix, 
cemen t, 

sand, etc.

10.41%

Cement 
products

3.64%

B’icks, 
stone.

S*28%

Timber, 
hoard and 
joinery

¡1.90%

Steel 
and iron 
products

30.58%

Aliiiniiiium 
products

6.0!%

PERTH

Or/ier 
metal 

products

2.59%'

Plumbing 
fixtures

1.19%

Miscel­
laneous 

materials

7.09%

Electrical 
installa tiun 

materials fa)

8.61%

Mechanical 
services 

components

12.70%.

Special 
purpose 
index fb)

78.69%.

All gnjups

100.00%-

1976-77
1977-78
1978-79 p

194.0
216.1
227.8

240.7
258.3
270.3

241.5
264.2
280.2

249.5
274.0
288.9

2 74.6
302.5
324.6

209.0
230.5
240.9

I 78.1 
180.7 
204.2

197.4
215.0
224.7

206.8
228.2
244.2

199.6
215.3
242.6

226.0
247.9
269.0

240.9
264.6
281.8

235.4
258.3
276.8

1977-78
221.7
223.7

263.0
263.4

270.3
271.8

179.5
279.^

311.8
314.3

2 33.6
233.0

181.8
1 85.9

220.2
220.2

234.9
235.6

221 .6
225.0

256.1
257.6

271.3
273.0

265.J
266.9

1 978-79
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

223.6 
222.2
222.4 
222.9
225.S 
224.6

263.5
263.9
264.1
264.3
270.0
270.7

271.8 
273.0
273.0 
277.1
277.5
278.4

278.3
283.1
284.4
284.8
285.3
285.4

315.9
318.3
318.3
318.8
318.7
318.9

233.2
233.6
233.2
233.2

234.7

1 83-3
1 85.4
1 87.3
I 88.7
I 89.0
I 89.5

2 I 9.3
2 I 8.2
219.5
217.0
215.6
218.9

238.6
239.2
239.4
241.4
242.7
244.9

224.8
226.8
228.4
232.8
236.8
237.8

259.1
261.1
262.4
263.2
264.8
266.9

273.6
275.3
275.5
276.3
277.1
277.6

267.6
269.3
269.8
270.8
272.1
272.8

January 
February 
March

May p 
June p

224.7
223.6
229.4
236.1
239.2
239.3

271.5
273.4
275.4
275.5
275.6
276.0

278.4
281.1
287.8
287.8
287.8
289.1

286.4
293.0
293.2
296.4
298.0
298.1

327.5
330.7
331.3
331.7
332.0
333.1

2 38.4 
248.0 
247.9 
247.9
2 52.0 
255.1

194.1
2 13.5
222.8
2 34.1
2 33.7
2 29.1

218.9
224.8
226.5
239.1
239.6
239.5

245.1
244.6
244.7
246.3
251.1
252.1

240.9 
251 .0
255.2
259.6 
2 58.9
257.6

269.0
274.8
275.1
276.5
277.8
277.7

281.5
285.3
287.2
289.5
291.0
291.7

276.4 
281.0
282.9
285.3
286.6
287.0

ilOBAR I

1976-77
1 977-78
1 978-79 p

206.2
220.9
230.6

236.5
258.8
277.4

262.6
290.6
310.1

249.5
269.8
2B6.S

262.9
282.1
297.3

199.0
218.4
229.2

19J.4
206..1

246.5
259.0
268.6

209.9
225.5
24 1.6

1 99.6
2 I 5. ,3
242.6

226.3
247.8
268.5

240.0
258.9
274.0

234.8
253.7
270.5

1 977-7 8
228.8
228.9

265.0
265.6

294 0 
2 9 7.3

275.7
276.0

286.1
287.8

224.2
224.3

209.6
209.6

261.8
263.J

232.0
232.6

221.6
225.0

255.5
257.0

264.0
265.2

2 59.3
260.7

197 8-79 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December

232.0
232.4
232.4
232.7
232.7
232.9

266.0
275.3
275.4
275.4
275.8
275.8

297.3
297.3
297.3
297.3
31 1.8
31 1.8

277.6
277.7
277.9
278.4
278.9
279.9

288.9
289.8
289.8
290.5
291.0
292.7

224.3
224.3
225.5
22S.6
225.6
227.0

2 I 1.4 
21 1.6 
2 I 3.1 
213.1 
216.0 
223.3

2 6 3.4 
264.0 
264.3 
260.7 
260.7
264.1

235.4
235.5
235.5
2 36..3
236.8
240.8

224.8
226.8
228.4
232.8
236.8
237.8

2 58.6 
260.6
26 1.9 
262.7 
264.3
266.3

266.5
267.3
267.5
267.9
269.4
271.0

261.9
262.9
263.5
264.2
265.9
267.6

January 
February 
March

May p

225.4
225.4
225.4
226.4
232.6
236.8

275.8
276.6
278.5
284.1
285.7
2 84.6

31 2.2 
3 1 2.2 
321.1 
32 1.1
321.1 
32 1.1

280.8
290.9
294.8
298.0
301.3
301.3

293.8
304.1
305.9
305.9
306.9
307.8

227.7
229.7
229.7
230.0
240.5
240.5

223.3
240.5
244.6
259.7
260.6
258.5

264.1
267.0
271.8 

r280.l 
r2«I.O
281.6

243.0
243.3
244.5
247.1
248.5
251.9

240.9 
251 0
255.2
259.6
258.9
257.6

268.5
274.2
274.5
275.9
277.2
277.2

270.«
277.2
279.5 

r28l .3
283.9
285.1

267.9
274.5
276.8
278.6
280.9
281.7

i-or foDinotes see pages.



Value weight (c/

1976-77
1 911-1^
1978-79 p
I 977-78 

May

July 
August 
Septeinher 
Dctfiher 
Novetnher 
December
January 
I ehruary 
March

I alue weigh r fi )

I '^18-19 
J aiiuary 
lebruary 
March 
April

I 978-79 
January 
I ebruary 
March

May p 
June p

TABLE 2. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS LSI D IN Bl'II.DINC OTIIEK IIIAN HOl'SE Hi ll OINii
( Biise of cacii index: Year 1966-67= KHI.O) (iROi r INDEX Nl MHERS - cmlimied

Concrete mix, 
eemen t. 

sand, etc.
Cfínr/iz 
prtnliieis

Hriiks,

iÜ.4¡'yi 3.1)4'^ 5.28-:

235.3
254.8

242.2

240.5
2,19.1
239,6

244.1
249.9
257.1
2 64. .3
264.6
269.8
2 7 3. .3
273.9

244.7
268.4
285.2

115.3 
llb.n

277.6
277.6
279.6
2H2.6
2H4.6
286.7
288.6
289.6
290. .3
292.5
295.2

224.0
241.0
2 56.6

246.4
247.2

24S..1
249.1
249 .1
2 52..1

2S4.H
256.1 
2 59 5 
261.x 
26.3 5 
264.9 
266.,1

'¡'imher. 
huard and
jninery

and irun 
prudtn m

Aluininiuin 
priiilucf.'!

iplier 
metal

(irndiii
riunì fling 
li.xiurcs

Mi.'iiel- 
lanenui 

inaieiials
3(1 58‘; (¡AH'. J59'. I !<>'■■ 7. a^'-.

WlK.li 1 I I> AVI RA(.i C > I SIX SI A I I CAPI I Al Cl I II S

26.3.2
278.8 244 6

195 0 
I 9«. I 
22H.4

251.2
26.3.7
260.2

204.2
221.9
2.14.2

269.K 
271.0

271.2

2 73 0

2 74 I
275 2

281.5 
28.3 0
2 86.-1
287.7
290.5

2fh.1
2H2.2

2 83 7 
2 84 6
285.1
285 4
286..3 
287 7

297.6 
29X 9 
299 2 
.300 0
3.10 6

23h.2 201 •) 
205.9

267.0
267 0

227..I
227 9

I'lectrical 
in.Mallarinn 

niateritil.'i fa)

.3/Pi'/i£J9lf al 
.icrvice.'i 

cinnpnncnii
¡ 2. ?()'-:

199.6
2 I 5.3
242.6

2 21.6
225 0

247.2
268.2

255.0
2 5 6.6

Special 
pnrpnxe 
ind III)

78.(i9'l

234.5
2 53.9
2 70.9

All fimiips
Kio.fm'’

2-30 .3
249 7
26 8 1

2 55.7
257.H

238.0
239 7
2.39 6
240 I
240 I

243.8 
247.,3 
24X.5
248.7

203 9
205.9
2'18.9
2118
2 14 2

219 9 
238.0
249 4
259.5 
2 59.2

267.2

242.1)
252 1
257.2 
25K.9

274 5
274.H

2 10.9 
229.5 
2.30 8 
231.5
2 11 »

224 K 
226.x 
22H 4
2 12.x

2.17,X

2‘1X.2
260.2
2615

264.0 
26(> (1

262
262 K

.8
,0

2 64
2 34 5
234.9
236.4
238.5 

r23X.9
2.39 8

240.9
25 10

259.6
258.9
2 57 6

268.1

2 74.2
2 75.7
2 76.9
2 77.0

2 71 Í
275
277 
2 7‘i
281
282

6

0

268

275

278
279

0 
3

TAR 1.1- 3. PRK'I END! X 01 MAI I RIALS I SE D IN IH ll.DINi i <UHI R 11 IAN HOI SI Bl 11.DIM. 
 _____ Wl l(.IIII D AVI KAtil Ol SlX.SIAIl ( APIIAl.dllES

I'l H( I NTACI ( HANX.ES

Coiurete mt.i:. 
f i’/nrzi t. 

sang, etc.
(> inent 
,‘riiilti(H

Hritky
hnartt jiiil anil trun

111.41 '

♦8. .3 
+1 0. ,3

•9 9 
+ 11.8 
+ 12.8 
+ 1 2.8

+ 2.8
+ 0.1
+ 2.0

+0.2

3.H4' Hl .t-H

♦5.9 
♦ 4.x 
♦6 2 
♦ 6.6

+ 5.x
♦ 6.7
• 7
♦ 7..3

♦ 6.4

•■6 6

diiinintiini 
pr'nhti li

inlier 
metal 

prndin t\
1‘lumf'ing

Macel­
lane! Illi 

inaterials

f lecfrical 
iniiallatum 

inalerial.i (a)
2 5^' I I'l" 7.ili/‘-

( 'lianiif fniin i .irrciiuai.lnm nt'inih ¡>f iin-iinu'; year

♦ 8 0
•8 I

+ 7.6 
♦ 6 5

♦5 1 
’ 6 6
•7 O
• 7 0 

f»7 Í)

• I I 0 
• 20 3
• 2 6 0 
‘29 2 
•2X 4

-1 0
2.6

•2.K

i 'liange frinii pm iini'i in'inth

Mechanical 
ieri ice\ 

I innpnnenO!

ptirpiKiC 

iililfx (h, AU grimpf
12 7f)'- 7K tAl-7,. I Of I. fifi'-

♦5.2
♦4.7
•4.7

‘5.2

0.7 
5 8 
7.7 
X I 
6.K

♦8 2
+ 10.2

+ 8.5
+ 8.6 
+ 8 0

+ 7.7 
+ 7.9
+ 8 2 
♦ 8.,3 
+ 7.8

• 7.0
+ 8.6
+ 8.7
♦ 8.9
♦ 9.0
♦8 .3

+0.7 
+ 0.7 
+ 0.3 
+ 0.2 
+ 0.8 
+ 0 9

^0.<l 
+ 0.6 
+ 0.5 
+ 0.5

+ 0 6

+ 0.5
• I 4
• 0 4

*0 5 
+ 10

• I. I 
• 1 4 
•0 5
♦0 I 

r* I 6
• I 0

• I 9 
•8.2 
•4 h
• 4 0 

fJ. I
-2.2

‘2 0 
• 0.7

‘O.Zi 
+ 0.1

•0 2 
♦0.6 
♦ 0.9 

r + 0.2
♦0.4

■•4

0
- 0

.1

♦ 0.x 
• 2.2
»0 I 
+ 0.5 
+ 0.4

+ I 6 
+ 1.7 
+ 0.5

+ 0..5 
+0.4

+ 1-5 
+ 1.9 
+0.6 
+ 0.8 
+0.5 
+0.3

(a) The Price Index nf Electrical Installation Materials is used as the indieator for Ihis group, fb) All groups excluding l.lectrical insinuation materials and Mechanical 
services component-s. (c) Composition and weighlirig pattern as at reference base year; see paragraph 3.
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TABI E 4. PRICE INDEX OF MATERIALS USED IN BUILDING OTHER THAN HOUSE BUILDING - INDEXES FOR SELECTED ITEMS 
(Base of each index : Year 1966-67 = 100.0)

WEIGHTED AVERAGE OF SIX STATE CAPITAL CITIES

¡979

fiei'u >'r eontbinationiof itemt ¡978-79 p Feb. Mar. Apr. ^íay p June p

Concrete ready mixed
Cement
Sand and aggregate
Asbestos cement sheets
Concrete masonry blocks
Pre-cast concrete panels and other prc-cast concrete 

products (a)
Clay bricks
fiarthenware pipes and fittings
Hardwood timber
Softwood limber
Plywood, hardlx)ard, softbtiard
Partitions, ready made doors and other joinery
.Structural steel
Reinforcing rexts and reinforcing fabric
Other steel products <b)
Calvanised steel decking and cladding, sheet and 
sheet products

Cast iron pipes and other cast iron products
Hinges, catches, handles, bolts, etc.
Ahiniiniurn window frames
Aluminium decking and cladding, downpipe 

and guttering
Copper pipes
Toilet suites and pans, urinals
Hand basins, sinks, baths
Paint
Class
Plaster and jrlaster products
Ceramic tiles
Vinyl tiles
Coniluctors (c)
(’onduit and accessories (c)
Switchboard and switchgear materia! (c)
Air condì tioning

Heating systems
fire protection installation.s

251.2
252.9
284.9
299.0
268.1

288.5
262.1
211.6
288.2
317.6
243.3
273.0
306.2
264.4
306.1 

256.3
269.8
312.3
246.8

248.9
199.4
245.7
275.1
233.3
340.7
244.9
205.9
194.0
193.1
269.2
284.6
267.3
239.4
230.8

253.9
253.9
286.1
301.9
268.7 

289.7
261.5
209.0
286.2
315.5
240.3
271.5
310.8
265.4
304.6 

254.1
268.0
312.5
246.0 

246.8
191.9
245.3
269.4
233.1
342.6
245.2
206-8
192.4
189.4
268.6
284.9
266.7
239.7
230.2

261.9
255.8
291.7
304.5
268.7 

292.7
265.6
211,3
289.3
320.2
245.1
276.8
312.7
269.5
308.8

263.5
275.8
312.7
250.9 

247.9
213.6
245.5
272.8
233.2
344.3
246.1
206.5
192.4
203.2
277.4
291.2
272.8
240.5
236.0

262.1
256.7
292.6
304.7
269.6

294.5
268.5

293.3
322.7
247.4
276.4
313.2
270.8
312.7 

263.8
278.9
317.8
252.8 

247.6
222.8
248.9
277.7
239.3
347.6
246.4
208.0
192.7
210.7
278.8
293.2
273.0
240.5
236.1

267.7
258.5

r296.6
304.8
270.8

295.4
270.2
213.1
296.0
329.0
252.7
279.2
313.4
271.6
313.0 

263.7
280.1 

r318.3
253.2 

247.6
233.3

r256.4
289.6 

r241,l
348.3
249.6
208.4
200.5
218.6
279-5
294,9
274.0
245.3
236.5

271.4
261.3
298.6
307.9
273.4

296.4
271.4
217.9
296.1
333.7
253.8
280.1
313.5
273.0
313.9

265.0 
r280.7 
r318,3
255.3

256.3
229.4 

r256,5
293.1

r241.2
348.5
250.9

r 208.0
201.2
215.7
281.2
295.8
275.7

248.0
237.1

272.1
261.3
298.7
307.3
281.3 

297.1
271.8
222.6
300.1
343.3
255.8
280.4
313-9
273.9
315.0 

265.0
280.7
323.4
257.1

260.9
216.1
256.8
293.0
241.2
350.1
255.1
208.0
20 2. Ü
21 1.9
282.4
296.0
275.2
248.0
237.3

(a) t)t tier pre cast concrete products includes beams, slabs, pipes and fitt ings. (b) Includes steel doors and frames, steel window frames, sleet 
louvre frames and screens, steel roller shutters and grilles, steel balustrading, steel angles and rections and steel suspended ceilings, (c) 31iese 
items are published as groups In the ABS Riillelin (6409.0) Price Index of Electrical In-vtallation Materials on the reference hase I9S9-60 
I 00.0. For Ilie purposes of thks bulletin the index numbers have been rebased to Ihe reference base 1966-67 - 100.0.


