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Lower exports drive up seasonally 
adjusted current account deficit
In seasonally adjusted tcmis. the current acevunt delicit k'r IXxeinlx'r 
1990 rose $412 million to $1,775 nullion.

The rise was ntainly due to a turnaround of $.177 million in ths' 
merchandise trade balance from a surplus of $137 million to a deiicil of 
$240 nullion. Merchandise exports fell 7 |x'r cent and merchandise
imports rese 2 per cent. The net inconte deficit also rose in s 
ad^Mted terms, by $87 million to $1,479 million. ("Net nteeiite"

axuKiliv
nK'asures

tiw interest, dividends and other types of income fxivable and 
receivable.)

In original terms, the current account deficit fell $372 million. This 
outcome was mainly the result of a merchandise trade surplus ol 
$354 million, a turnaround of Sd?*! ntillion on the NovemlxT detieit.

BALANCE OF PA5MtNIS 
CURRENT ACCOUNT 

$ milliun

Nowmber Ì990 l>ft.r»U>eT 1990

5eijH>»u//y 
ad/uskd i>rt^inu/

Scdsi’fully 
aj;u>tí4

Ualanev un mvrclMnUis« mde
Nel serviixs
Net incume
Net unrequited transfers

-25 
-254 

-1309
247

147 
-.428 

- 1,.492
220

554 
- 1M6 

- 1,4-iH 
221

-240 
-421 
1.179

265

Baknc« on currenl account -1341 -1.565 - 1,775- i,ix»a

Merchandise exports fell $124 million or 3 per cent, with a 4 jx-r cent 
rise tn rural exports and a 5 per cent fall in non-rural exjxirts. The two 
contributors to the rise in rural cxpc>rts were wool, up $41 million or 
19 per cent; and “other rural" exports, up $36 million or 11 (.X'r cent. 
Significant falls were recorded for cereals, down $16 million (95{); and 
meat, down $14 million (5%).

The largest contributors to the decrease tn non-rural exports were 
“other" manufactures, down $54 millton (13%); “other non-rural" down 
$53 million (23%); “other mineral fuels", down $50 million (15%); and

v\ vrvgold, down $35 million or 8 per cent. The largest increase's
recorded in "other metals", up $44 million or 11 per cent, and coal, coke
and briquettes, up $25 million (5%).

Merchandise imports fell $503 million or 11 per cent. Falls cKCurred in 
all comrruxlity groups except transport equipment, which rose by 
$341 million due mainly to imports of civil aircraft. The largest falls 
were in “other" manufactures, machinery, and chemicals.

Statiilio Weekly 
7 February 1»91

Fer /urtfKT infannatien, onia the publioilioH Balance of Paynenls, Australia 
(5301.0), or contact Zio Abbasi on (06) 252 6669.
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Synopsis of articles, January 1991
No issue released

Second successive fall in industrial production
The constant price value of industrial production fell by 2.2 pi'rcvnt m the 
September quarter 1990 in seasonally adjusted terms, following an identical fall in 
the previous quarter.

Drop in housing finance
Seasonally adjusted, housing finance commitments for October 1990 were 
$lpf^.6 million dovsm $76.7 million (4.6%) on September 1990 but up 
$159.4 million (11.2%) on October 1989.

Vehicle industry slump deepens
New motor whicle registrations decreased bv 9.1 per cent to 46,936 in November 
in seasonally adjusted terms when cornered with November 1^9 (51,612) and 
decreased by 7.8 per cent compared with October 1990.

Oil prices again cause large rise in prices of nunufacturing materials
Ine price Indcxe» of materials used in ntanufaduring industries increased by
4.0 per cent in October 1990, continuing the large monthly increases recorded
since August.

Export price slide halted
Export prices increased by 2.1 per cent in October 1990, the first nxinthly inetva.M’ 
since April 1990.

Pt'troieum prices still boosting prices of manufactured goods
Price» of manufactured good» ro»« by 1.1 per cent in October 1990.

Price increases in building materials ease
Prices for materials used in other than house building showed t monthly increase 
of 0,4 per cent in October 1990, while overall prices for house building materials
remained unchanged with increases in some nutchals being offset by decreases in 
other materuls.

Female labour force participation tops two-thirds
The proportion of females who participated 
during the year ended March l^te wa.s 67 per cent.

in the labour force at some tin»

Heart disease largest killer
Heart disease and cancer were the two leading causes of death In Australia In

Sheep slaughterings on the increase
Sheep slaughterings in Austnilia rose by 3 per cent In November 1990 on lop of a 
Urge rise of 25 per cent in October.

Wool production to fall from last year's record
Shorn wool pioduction is expected to decrease by 1.0 per cent in 1990-91, to 
1,019 thousand tonnes, compared with the tecora of 1,029 thousand tonnes In
1989-90.

Current aa'ount in belter shape despite November setback
In seasoiully adjusted terms, tfw cunent account deficit for the November 1990 
balance of payments nose $217 million to 51,371 million.

Super cover spreads rapidly — but not uniformly
The total number of emptoyees covered by superannuation 
M p«r cent ot all employees in August 1990.

was 4,173j000 or

Decline in union membership slows
The proportion of employees who were trade union members in August 1990 was 
41 per cent, compared with the estimate of 42 per cent In 1988

Home building approvals level out
Tbs trend series for total dwelling units approved has levelled out In November 
1990 following continual decline since hlarch 1989.

Cimlinual ..

Bl1



Synopsis of articles, January 1991 - conthtueii

24 January 1990 job vacancies tumble again
The seasonally adjusted estimated nundwr of job vacanck-s fell 28 per o-nl from 
49,100 in August 1990 to 35,400 in Nosreneber 1990.

Full-time employment rises
Rises in fuU-tinw employment for males and females led to an increase in total 
employment tn December 1990, the first increase since July 1990.

Retail trade growth continues to slow
The underlying trend in retail trade shows that the growth rale continues lo slow

Record low year for road fatalities
There were 2330 road deaths recorded in 1990, Australia wide.

Full manufacturing census under way
The Australian Bureau of Statistics is conducting a full-scale nunufacturing 
census for the period 1989-90 under the present strategy of running a triennial 
full-scale census foUowtxl by two short censusc's.

Weekly earnings analysed
Male employe«» working >5 hour« or more per week in all jobs reportwl mean 

n( IMA in Aueusl lUUO. compared with female eamines of $435.weekly «ming» of $.546 in August 1'*», compared with female earnings of $43,-<.

Australian economy; an overall view
The Australian inputoutput tables present a comprehensive view of the structure 

of the Australian eco.iomy.

Education still fop priority for entry to labour force
In 1989 twenty per cent of the civilian jiwpulation aged 15 to 64 had attendc'd an 
educational Institution at some time during the year, according to the May 199!; 
annual survey of transition from education to work.

School numbers, retention rates still rising
DIn July 1990 three-quarters of the lO/X)? schools operating In Australia were 

government school’, employitig the fullAime equivalent of 146,477 teaching staff 
and 31,7W non-teaching staff.

31 January 1991

Supplement to 
Statistic» Weekly 
7 February 1991

Small increase in prices of building materials
Prices for building materials used in non-dwelling constraction Increased by 
02 per cent tn Novembss', while the annual rate of increase of 61 per cent 
continues the rclahvely low annual increases of recent periods.

Export pric« steady
Export price» remain unchanged in November 1990 as iiKteases and deenxases 

offset cuch other.

Increase in housing finance
Seasonally adjusted housing finance commitments for November 1990 were 
$1,627.1 million, an increase on October 1990 of $41.5 million (2.6%) and an 
itKtvase on November 1989 of $1.36.3 million (9.1%).

Manufacturing in brief ...
From this month, SMatta wiU present the manufacturing production 
movement» In tabular form to provide a general owrview of the sector.

Drop in oil prices brings some cost relief for nvanufacturers
The price indexes of materlab used In manufacturing Industrie» fell by
03 per cent in November 1990, reversing the large irxinthly increases reeordod in 

the three preceding month».
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Car industry decline in eighth month
New motor vehicle registratiorLs fell by 7.1 piT cent to 43,6l)> in IXvenilx’r 
compared with November 1990, in seascmally adjusted tomes. This also 
represented a fall of 10.6 per «nt aimpared with Dixember 1989.

Car and station wagon registrations fell by 5.9 per «nt and other 
vehicles by 11.4 per cent between November and Dixenilx'r 199i), on a 
seasonally adjusted basis.

New South Wales, Victoria and Western /Xustralia all rtvordi’d tails in
seasonally adjusted terms.
showing increased registrations.

ith Queensland and South Australia

The trend estimate of total registrations declmid for the eighth 
consecutive month, with a 2.3 |X’r cent fall between November and 
December. The trend estimate is now approaching the low point of
registrations in 1982-B3, but remains aUiut 10,000 ^x■r month above the 
trough reached in the car industry during 1986-87. Trend estimates (or
recent months are subject to revision when additional observations
become available.

rof furth^ irtfiiffmtiffn, oriiff the ffubih'iìtùin Registrations of New Motor V ehicles, 
Australia, I’rcliminary (9301 :J). or contact Krein YeaJon on ((Jt>) 252 h255.

Another setback for building 
industry?
The seasonally adjusted number of pnvate houses approved in 
December 1990 decreased by 12.4 [X'r cent compared with Novemlx r
1990. Total dwelling units approved decreased by 10.9 ¡xt cent in the
same period.

The falls caused the Australian Bureau of Statistics trend estimates in
both categories to be revised downwards, removing a llalteiiing out
which resulted from a rise in the monthly seasonally adjusted figures in
November.

The trend series for the number of dwelling units approved now
continues to decline to December 1990 The trend Ties (or private
sector house approvals is also declining very slightly to December 1991).
(See graph at left.)

DWELLING VMTS APPROVED, DICLMBLR HM
rJ

Private hou^e* Total J'-trlhng units

No.

SuKstkt Weekly 
7 februaiy 1991

Ori^ru!
Seasonally adfusted
Trend estimate

6301
7,114
7333

Percfntage 
change on 

preoioi^ month

-ZHI 
-124
-OJ

No
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10,112

Perient,ij(t 
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prmaHi munfh

- 291 
- 109 
-0.9
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The seasonally adjusted value of total building approved (residential and 
non-residential) decreased by 21.3 per cent to $1.497.0 million in
December 1990 and was 16.5 per cent lower than the Decemlvr 1989 
figure of $1,792.2 million.

The trend in the value of total building approved amtinued to decline 
to December 1990. The trend in the value of non-residential building 
approved, which is only available to September 1990 because of the high 
volatility of the series, continued to decline quite steeply to that point.

For further information, onier Ihe publication Building Approvals, Australia (S.’.tl.O). 
or conLiet Paul Seville on (06) 252 6067.

PRICES OP MANl'FACTtREU COOUS 
(Hill
-ns

Prices of manufactured goods up — 
petroleum prices still major factor
Prices of manufactured goods rose by 1.1 per cent in November 1990, 
the third successive monthly rise of more than 1 per cent.

no

IDS

t'hiMige fro» previo«» »unUi

Higher prices for refined petroleum products were once again the main
contributor to the rise, but industrial machinery and equipment and
refined aluminium products also recorded significant increases. These 
increases were partly offset by price falls for approximately 20 [x-r cent 
of the items included in the index.

The prices of manufactured goods rose by 7.2 per cent between 
November 1989 and November 1990, the largest annual increase since
July 1989.

Loll. I

(^ent
15

OJ

The table below demonstrates dramatically the effect of higher crude oil
prices on the prices of manufactured goods. It can be seen that of all the 
major manufacturing sectors listed, only refined petroleum products are 
above the weighted average price change in both columns.

ndjfmamjiason
I«« 1900

PRICES OF MANUFACTURED GOODS, NOVEMBER 1990 
Percentage change

Mdnu/Uclunng sector

Other industrial michlnery and equipment
Food, beverages and tobacco
Chemical products
Cothing and footwear
Transport equipment
Fabricated metal products
Basic metal products
Petroleum products

from 
previous month

I rom correspondinji 
month of prtviaui year

Total wunufKlurmg

0.6
0.6
0.7

-04
0,5
03
1.1
5.4

2,4
2.H
3.2
4.4
4.6
57
5.8

71.9

1.1 72

Statistics Weekly 
7 February 1991

hr further information, ordtr the publiation Price Indexes of Articles Produced by 
' . t > » _ f*ntrritt ftai f>4iManufacturing Industry, Australia (6412.0), or contact Peter Cordtf on (06) 252 5542.

HUM—
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Larger increase in prices of house 
building materials
Prices for materials used in house building iners'ased by 0.6 {X’r cent in 
November 1990.

I-'

ii<>L.<kE bulimm; matebiax pbkxs 
IM

14«
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130

Statistics Weekly 
7 Febraafy 1991

Over the year to November 1Q90, prices for house building materials 
increased by 5J per cent. This was contran, to the downward trend in 
the annual rate evident sirwe October 1988.

The main price increases in November were for plaster, ready niixi'd 
concrete, cupbtrards and built-in furniture, and structural timber.

PRICES OF MATERIALS USED IN HOUSE BVILDING, NOVIMBIR 1990 
PereenUge change

Cify

Sydney 
Melbourne 
Brisbane 
Adelaide 
Perth 
1 lobart

Weighted aoerage of su Siate capiUis

Canberra

Prom 
prn'vui munih

i Fcm 
rru’niij pf ;^rrun4S

0,4 
06
0.4
0 5 
0.5

0.6

0.7

bl
35
5 8
5.9
67
49

5J

4.7

For further mformalion, order the puhliaition Ihice Index of Matcnals Used in House 
Building, Six State Capital Cities and Canberra or ivntoci Peter Sturgeon
on 106) 252 6 1 9»^

Finance in brief ...
Extracts from this week's releases.

n Personal finance

Total personal finance commitments for the first five months of the 
financial year 1990-91 totalled $9,151.8 million, an increase of 
$102.0 million (1.1%) on the same period in 1989-90.
Sour«. Personal Finance. Australia. Nooember 1990 15642.0).

n Commercial finance

Total commercial finance commitments for the first five months of 
1990-91 were $34,925.0 million, a decrease of $4,793.2 million (12.1%) 
on the same periixl in 1989-90.
Sourct Commercial Finance, Australia, Nopewther 1990 (5643.0)

n tease finance

For the first five months of the 1990-91 financial year the value of 
goods under new finance lease commitments totalled $2,462..5 million, 
a decrease of $1,467.7 million (.17J%) on the same period in 1989-90. 
Sami iMSt FiiUKi, Atulnlu, Noombtr 1990 <Si44 0)
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Inquiries
The ABS supplies a wide range of 
statistical information:

n through its bookshops
n by mail order (including 

subscription)
n by facsimile
D electronically.

To order any of the publications that 
appear in Statistics Weefty or to 
inquire about the statistics and 
services available from the ABS, 
contact Information Services at any 
of the offices listed below. An 
Information Consultancy Service in 
each office provides assistance of a 
more extensive or complex nature.

ABS Central Office
5-S

rax

PO BOX 10 

BELCONNEN ACT 2616

(06) 252 6627
(06) 253 1404

ABS Slate Offices
V NSW ((E) 268 4611 

Vic, (00) 615 7000
Qld (07)222 6351 
WA (0«) 323 5140
SA (08) 237 71(X)
Ta». (002) 20 5««) 
NT (OR«) 81 .3456

Subscriptions
To subscribe to Statistics Weekly or 
any other ABS printed publication, 
phone the ABS Subscription Service 
toll-free on (008) 020«)8 or
((X)8) 020546, or contact Information 
Services al any of the offices above.

1 Suggestions
Any suggestions for improvement to 
this publication should be addressed 
to.

Peter Damcevski 
Editor 
Stelistics Warily 
(06) 252 6101

■
Statistics Weekly 

7 February IWl

All the week's releases:
30 January to 5 February
^*A^1ndex of Information alxiut Women, A Guide to Statistical

Publications, 1991 (1117.0; $13.00) — new issue
Statistics Weekly, 31 January 1991 (1318.0; S4.tX))
Monthly Summary of Statistics, NSW, January 1441 (1305.1; S13.,50)
Economic Indicators, NSW, January 1941 (l,3t)7.1; $5.1X1)
Monthly Summary of StaHstics, Vic., January 1491 (1303.2; SlO.tX))
Monthly Summary of Statistics, Qld, January 1941 (13()-1,3; S4.tX))
Monthly Summary of Statistics, SA, January 1991 (1,303.4; S4.tXl)

Census of Population and Housing
Inwrmation Paper Census w — census Products Price Listurmation Paper Cens 

Edition (21^.0; free)
- Pinal

^®?°i?”/o7Death, SA, 1989 (3306.4; $7.50) — final if sue 

Deaths, Tas., 1989 (3.304.6; S8.(X))

^”^^hi>Dfs,'^A*',*1990, Preliminary (4220.4; $3.00)

National accounts, finance and foreign trade ,.,ca.u
Balance of Payments, Aust., December 144(1 (5.101.0; $15.(10)
Exports, Aust., Monthly Summary Tables, November 19‘X) (5432.0;
Foreign Trade, Aust., Exports, 19o9-^) (5436.0; $55.(K) includes microfiche)
»'      •¥" J _ ti . I    _i..- 3 DUO flf y /C.4 'S’7 f^. ClUi i f Wl in I'l 11> T-tvi «•‘r» sf t i'l)» 'Foreign Trade, Aust., lmpi>rts, 14H4“40 (5437.0; SHO.tK) includes microfiche)Foreign Trade, Aust., Imports, iyN4-y(i (54J/.0; includes 
Cash Management Trusts, Aust., December 1440 (5635.0; St .50)
Personal Finance, Aust., November 1440 (5642.0; $5.50)
Commercial Finance, Aust., November 1990 (5643.0; $5.50)
Lease Finance, Aust., November 1990 (5644.0; $5.50)
Stale Estimates of Private New Capital Expenditure, September Qtr 1440 

(5646.0; $10.00)
‘'’^^“/¿‘gííu^ÍT^r'S^’frj^f.nx.cember 1940 (621)3.0; $14.50)

House Building, Six State Capital ( hies
I) (6408.0; $7.50)

Price Index of Materials Used in
and Canberra, November 1491) (6408.0; $7.-..,

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing Industry, Aust.,
November 1990 (6412.0; $10.(X))

Corrigendum: 1988-89 Household Expenditure Survey, Aust.: I lousehold
Expenditure by States and Territories (6533.0; free)

Seconda^ industry and distributiori , ,, , 
Manufacturing Prcxiuction, Aust., llousc'holci Applilianec’s and F.lectriral...anufacturing Produebon, Aust., Ilousc'hold । 

Equipment, November 1990 (8357.0; $6.50)
Manufacturing Produebon, Aust., Fibres, Yarns, Fabries, Bedding and 

J^loor Coverings, November 1990 (8360.0; S10.(X))
Manufacturing Production, Aust., Building Materials and Fittings, 

November 19W (8.361.0; $6.50)
Manufacturing Production, Aust., Transjxirt Equipment, November 1990 

(8363.0; $4^^)
Manufacturing Produebon, Aust., Metal Products, November 1940 

(8367.0; $530)
Manufacturing Produebon, Aust., Energy Products, November 1990ring Pr 

$4^)(8368.0; $4^)
Manufacturing Produebon, Aust., Wotxi and Wood Products, November 

1990 (8,369%; $4.50)
Building Approvals, Aust., December 1990 (8731.0; $12.50)
Production Statistics, NSW, November 1990 (8304,1; $7.50)
Dwelling Units Commencements Reported by Approving Authorities,

Vifc, November 19W (8741.2; S8.(X))
Principal Mining Statistics, WA and Aust., 1988-84, Preliminary (8405.5;

S3.M)

Vifc,

Building Approvals, SA, December 1990 (8731.4; SlO.tX))
Dwelling Unit Commencements Reported by Approving Authonties, SA,

September Qtr 1990 (8741.4; $10.00)
O"^'^^istrabons of New Motor Vehicles, Aust., December 1990, Preliminary 

(9301.0; $10.00)
Registrabons, Qld, December 1990 (9303.3; $10.00)

Road Traffic Accidents, Qld, June Qtr 1990 (9405.3; $10.00)
Motor Vehidc

i

’! >
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Expected releases over the fortnight to 19 February 1991

February

5^ Consumer Price Index, December Quarter 1990 (MOl .O: $10.1X1)

14 The Labour Force, Australia, January 1991, IVeliminarv 
(6202.0; $10.00)

Retail Trade, Australia, December 1990 (8501.0, $I0.(X))

i, Australia, Novemlx-r 1990, 
1.50)

Average Weekly Earnings, 
Preliminary (6301.0; $3,

0 Private New Capital Expenditure, Australia, Actual and 
Expected Expenditure to June 1991, Decembt'r Quarter 199() 
Survey, Preliminary (5625,0; $10.(X))

Monthly synopsis
In response to recent requests from readers, enclosed with this issue is i 
one page supplement containing a synopsis of Slatisliis Weekly articles 
released in January 1991.

■

I The latest ...
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Changes to key State indicators — consolidated to
5 February 1991_________________ _______________

New capital expenditure 
(Sept qtr 90)*

Retail turnover (Ntwembw 
(trend extunate)

New motor vehide

NSW Vic. Qld SA WA Tm NT XCT

90)

iSLar<i

— Ptfunlagt chmgt frvm penotl prfwoMi ytMr

-0.9 -10.9

56 *3.0

54 n.2 -17.9 37.2 n « n* -34
■w

8.6 74 n « 34

rrgtttraUuna (Dk. 90)1 
Number of dwelling unit

apprmaU (l>ac«onber 90) 
Value of total budding work

done (Seat qtr 90) 
bjnployed ,<«raor»

(December 90)’
Capital city concum« 

price index (Sept, qtr 90)
Average weekly earning* (full­

time adult ordinary time) 
(August 90)

Population (Jun* 90) 
Room nq^te in Ikeneed 

hoMb and moiab. etc 
Oum qtr 90'

-08 -369 7.8 IJ -12 8 13.6 -10.6 32 -106

4.0 - 32.7 - 12 0 -14 -275 325 72,5 - 12 1

-7.2

0.8

5.8

5.4

54

-7.7 -14.0

-1.0 -0.9

55

-65

2.4

65

-25.8 -18 8 -1,0 -9.0 -10 6

0.1

70

-0.7 -9.0 0,0

55 60 62 60

7.0 6.9
2.6

75 
1.0

7.9
25

6.9
12

69 
0.6

68
2.3

64
15

-0.9 5-7 5.5 -U 85 148 3,6

• S«iaoiuUy ad|u»t«d rtcept far NT and ACT. t Seaaonaily •djiuwid except for la»., NT and ACT
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8
Key national indicators - consolidated to 5 February 1991

National production 
Gross (»xncsiic product

Industrial Activity
New capital expenditure

Expected new capital 
expenditure

Retad turnover

Ptuoä

Parctuhigt (aì an

Ongt/tíl
5«aronu//>

aJjitsud
Prfvtintji

ptUiMÍ ytar

— current pnces 
/MM-85 pricer

— current pnces 
— /984-ä5 prices

— currerU prices
— prtets

New motor vehicle registratiooi 
Dwelling unit apnrovali 
Value of all bunding approvals 
Value of total building work done 

— current prices 
— l984-8y prices

Manufactureri’ sales 
Exivctcd nianufaciuren' 

sales

labour 
lunpluyed persons 
Lnemjdoyment rate I 
Parucipaiion rate t 
Job vacancies 
Average weekly ovemme 

per employee

PriceSz profits and wages

('unsutner price index
Pnee index of materials used in

manufactunng induiines 
Price index uf articles prudm 

by manufactunng industry
lui.-ed

('umpany profits before income tax
Average weekly caminas 

(Pulì time adults; ordinary time)

Interest rates (b) (monthly average) 
90 day bank bills t 
lO-year Treasury bvaids I

Balance of payments
Exports of merchandise 
imponi of merchandise 
Balance cat
Balance of

I merchandise trade U) 
goods and services (c)

Balance on cuneiit account (c) 
lerms of trade (d)

Foreign investment
Net forwgn debt 
Net foreign liabililies

Exchange rales (monthly average)
$VS
Trade weighted index

Other indicators
Populauun (resident at end of qtr) 
Qveneaa vuiiors

Sm

nu.

$m

•000 
%

•000

hours

1980-81 « I00.Ö

19g4-85 = 100.0

1988 89 « lOO.O 
5 tn

$

% per annum

$m
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