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THE D IALECTS OF IATMUL 

P H I L I P  STAALSEN 

O .  I n t r oduc t i on .  

1 .  N a t i v e  Reac t i o n . 

2 .  Lex i c a l  D i f f e re n c e s .  

3 .  Sound C o r re s pondenc e s .  

4 .  Morpho pho nem i c  D i f fe rence s . 

5 .  Gr amma t i c a l  D i f fe renc e s . 

6 .  Conc l u s i on s . 

7 .  W o rd L i s t  Samp l e s . 

Iatmu l i s  spoken by approxima t e ly 8 0 0 0  people l i ving in t he Ambunt i 
and Angoram Sub-Di s t ri c t s  o f  the Sepik D i s t r i c t  of the Territ ory o f  New 
Guinea . l In A Lingui� tic S u � v e y  0 6  the South - W e� te�n Paci 6ic Cape l l  
c it e s  Lay c o c k  t o  t he e ffec t that t here are two dialec t s  o f  Iatmu l : the 

2 . 
upriver dialec t , Nayura , and the downr iver d ia l ec t , Pal imb e i . Layc oc k 
later c omment s on the dialec t s  of Iatmu l in The Ndu Languag e Family 

s tat ing that he had l i t t l e  information as to the exact boundaries o f  
Iatmu l d ia l ec t s  b u t  propose s  four dialec t s . 3 I t  is hoped that data pre­
s ented here will t hrow s ome l ight on the geographic a l  d i s t ribut ion of 
and t he d i f fe rence s  be tween dialec t s  o f  Iatmu l . 

The data presented here were c o l l e c t ed by t he author in Oc t ob er 1 9 6 3 

and August 1 96 5 .  Mos t  o f  the Iatmul v i l l ages were v i s ited and word 
l i s t s  were c o l lec t ed from the res ident s of  those v i l lages not v i s i t ed . 

Ther e  are five types o f  evidence present ed in t h i s  paper t o  d i s t in­
guis h  t he d i a l e c t s  of  Iatmu l : ( 1 )  Nat ive Reac t i on ;  ( 2 )  Lex i c a l  Differ­
enc es ; ( 3 )  Sound Correspondenc e s ; ( 4 )  Morphophonemic Di fferenc e s ; and 
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( 5 )  Grammat i c a l  Di fferenc e s . 

1 .  N A T I V E  R E A C T I O N  

D i r e c t  ques t ioning about dialect  d i f ferenc es y i e ld s  a few dozen 
s e para t e  dialec t s , each c ons idered t o  be  an aberrant form o f  t he idi o l e c t  
spoken b y  t he individual being que s t i oned . The members o f  e a c h  v i llage 
b el ieve t hat their speech form is c entral and all others are c orrupted 
t o  varying degrees . Such subj e c t i ve data i s  commonly mis leading . 

F o l k  taxonomy c onc erning t he language s i tuat ion i s  more r e l i ab l e . 
The t erm for the l anguage spoken by the Iatmu l  i s  / n ka y pma  k w + n t + y /  

' ho m e - p Lace v o i ce ' 4 There i s  a further divis ion into two subgroups o f  
/ n ka y p m a  k w + n t +y / , name ly / n a w l a  k w + n t + y /  ' nyawra v o i c e ' and / p a l + m b a y  

kw + n t + y /  'pa L im b e i  v o i ce ' .  Those v i l lages e a s t  o f  a l ine running b e ­
tween Korogo and Suapmeri on t he river and Aibom and Arinj on o n  Chambr i  
Lake recognise themselves t o  be speakers of  I p a l i m b a y  kw + n t +y / . Tho s e  
we s t  of  t he l ine a r e  speakers of  / n a w l a  k w + n t +y / . The v i l l age o f  Tegoi 
a l t hough east of  t h i s  l i ne i s  inhabi ted by speakers of  / n a w l a  k w + n t +y /  

who have broken away from t he village o f  Yent c hanmangua farther up-river . 
This t erminology t ie s  in with Iatmul ac count s of their own origins . 

They a l l  came out of a hole in the ground at Ngegowrivwiy ,  whic h  l i e s  
t o  t h e  north o f  t he v i l lage of  Yentc han . From there they moved t o  
Suapmeri whi ch was t hen o n  t h e  north s ide of  t h e  Sepik . At Suapmer i  t he 
fir s t  of many s p l i t s  t ook p l ac e , one group going up river t o  found 
Nyaurengai ,  t he othe r  c ro s s ing over to found Parambe i .  

2 .  L E X I CA L  D I F F E R E N C E S  

Word l i s t s  were c o l le c t ed from each of  t h e  v i l lage s . The l i s t s  c on­
t a i ned 2 1 7  i t ems cons i s t ing of  culturally relevant items from Swade sh ' s  
2 0 0  word l i s t , verb forms , and phrases pert inent t o  Iatmu l . ( See 7 . )  

Of  t he 2 1 7  i t ems 1 5 3  or 7 1 %  are ident ical in everi village , 4 7 i t ems 
or 21% have var"iant forms whic h di ffered by regular sound c orres pon­
denc e s , 15 i t ems or 7% have variant forms which are c ognates , and 2 i t ems 
or 1 %  have variant forms which are non-c ognates . 5 There fore 99%  of  t he 
i tems are the s ame or s imi l ar in a l l  v i ll age s c overed in t he d i a l e c t  
survey . 

The two i tems whose variant s are non-cognate are both nouns ( numbers 
75  and 8 3 ) .  Verb s tems s how only regular var iat ion . The non-cognate 
variat ion o f  t he two items i s  represented by i soglos s C ,  whic h  is  c on­
current w i t h  the l ine d e s c r ibed in 1 .  
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3 . 0 .  The form used on the eastern s ide of the i s og l o s s  has been c on­
s idered t he norm for ec onomy o f  descript ion in presentat i on o f  s ound 
c orre spondenc e s . For each s ound c orrespondence the terms "eastern" and 
"we s t ern" are relat ive to the i s og l o s s  repre senting that s ound s h i ft . 

3 . 1 . Eas t ern /VlV2/ vowe l g l ide b e c omes wes tern /V1 ?V2/ ,  

+ e . g . I ma y l  V8 . I ma ? + y l  ' t aro ' .  

This c hange i s  represented by i s oglo s s  A .  

3 . 2 .  Eas t ern a :  bec omes western a ? a . The east ern a :  i s  somet imes 

s l i ght l y  laryngeal i zed , 
e . g .  I wa : l a l V 8 . I w a ? a l a l 'dog ' .  

Thi s  change i s  repre sented by isogloss B .  

3 . 3 .  Eas t ern word -final I I I  becomes we s t ern word -final s top or i s  l o s t , 
e . g .  I t a : ka l l  vs . I t a ? a k w a l  'woman ' ;  I m p a l l  V 8 . I m p ak l  ' p i g ' .  

Thi s  c hange i s  repre sented by i s o g l o s s  O .  

3 . 4 .  Eas tern sequenc e of [ k � ) may become western [ § ) ,  

e . g .  [ t +k �a l ) vs . [ H §a t N ) ;  / Hk n a l /  vs . I t +ka t /  ' tongue ' .  

This c hange is represented by isogl o s s .  E .  

3 . 5 .  Eastern [ p ]  bec ome s wes t e rn [ p ) ,  

e . g .  [ k+ w p + y ) V8 . [ k + w p + y ) ;  / k + w p + y /  vs . /k+ w p + y /  ' n e w ' .  

This c hange is repre sented by i s ogloss  F .  

The di ffering geographical p o s i t ion o f  i s ogl o s s e s  0 ,  E ,  and F ,  from 
A and B a l l ows for 3 variant forms of some i t ems . For examp l e , t he 
v i l lages east o f  i soglos s e s  A and B use t he form [ wa : l )  ' aroaodi l e ' .  

We s t  of i sogl o s s e s  A and B but east of i s o g l o s s e s  0 ,  E ,  and F the form 
[ wa ? a l ) i s  used . We st  of i soglos s e s  0 ,  E ,  and F the form [ wa ? a ktj ) i s  
used . 

4 .  M O R P H O P H O N E M I C  D I F F E R E N C E S  

4 . 0 .  The d ifference s  in t he morphophonemic c hange s whi c h  occur are s ome 
of t he mos t  s t r i king d i f ference s  between the variant forms of Iatmu l . 
The farther e a s t  one goe s t he fewer mo rphophonemic c hanges one encount ers 
and hence a greater d ivers i t y  of heterorganic c onsonant c lusters . Toward 
t he w e s t  morphophonemic c hanges increase and t he c onsonant c lu s t e r s  



7 2  

t end t o  b e  homorganic .  

4 . 1 . Eas t  of a l ine repre sented by i s oglo s s  G only homorganic sequenc es 
of nas a l  + stop occur . We s t  of t h i s  l i ne both homorganic and heteror­

gan i c  sequenc e s  o f  nasal + s top oc cur , 
e . g .  eastern [ t anp a ] V8 . we st ern [ t am p a ] ' o Z d ' ;  

eastern [ Q kan ka ] vs . western [ Q ka Q ka ]  ' Z eaf ' .  

4 . 2 .  East of a l ine repre sented by i s oglo s s  H the sequenc e o f  I kl + I I I  

becomes I kt / .  We s t  of t h i s  l ine t he sequenc e o f  I k/ + 1 1 /  becomes / t / , 

e . g .  east ern I kw +na i - I + / - I + kant + 1  bec ome s I kw +na k t + kant + /  ' h e  

repair8 ' 

V 8 . 

west ern I kw +na k - I  + 1 - I + kan t + 1 become s I kw +na t + kan t + 1  ' h e  repairs ' .  

4 . 3 .  East of a l ine repre sented by i s ogloss  I the sequence of I kl + / & /  

remains unc hanged , whi le we st  of t h i s  line I kl + 1 &/ becomes I p m/ , 

e . g .  e a s tern I kw +na k - I  + I - Q a kl bec ome s / kw +na kea k/ ' i n  o rder to 

repai r ' 

vs . 

we stern / kw +na k - I  + I - ea k/ becomes I kw +na pma kl ' in order t o  

rep a i r ' . 

4 . 4 .  East of a l ine represented by i s ogloss  J the sequence of / k/ + / m l  

d o e s  n o t  c hange , while west o f  t h i s  line I kl + Iml  becomes / pm / , 

e . g .  east ern I kw +na k - I  + I - m+nl becomes / kw+na km+nl ' h e  rep a i re d ' 

V 8 . 

west ern I kw +na k - /  + I - m+nl bec omes I kw +na p m +n/ ' h e  repaired ' .  

4 . 5 .  East of a l ine repre sented by i s og l o s s  K the sequence o f  s t oPl + 

nas a l  + s t oP 2 does not c hange while west of t hat l ine s toPl + nasal + 

s t oP 2 bec omes stoP2 + nasal + s t op2 , 

e . g .  1 .  Eas t e rn I kw +na k - I  + I -nt +/  become s I kw +na kn t +1 ' h e  repaired ' 

V 8 . 

we stern I kw +na k - I  + l -n t +1 bec ome s / kw +na tn t +/ ' h e  repai re d ' .  

2 .  Eastern I kw+na k - /  + I -m p + kl bec ome s / kw +na km p + kl ' they 2 r e -

p a i re d ' 

V 8 . 

we s t e rn / k w +na k-/  + / -m p + kl become s / kw +na p m p + k/ ' they 2 r e -

paired ' . 
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4 . 6 .  There i s  ano t her morphophonemic di fference which occurs w e s t  o f  

t he bund l e  o f  i sogl o s s e s  C ,  D ,  E ,  F ,  G ,  H ,  I ,  J ,  and K .  Thi s  change 
o c c urs gradual ly over a wide area and is repres ented by isogloss  L .  
We s t  o f  t h i s  i s oglo s s  t he sequenc e s toP I + nasal + s toP 2 s hown i n  4 . 5 . 

i s  reduced t o  s toP 2 ' 

e . g .  I k w + n a k - I  + l - n t +1 become s  I k w + n a t +1 ' h e  repai r e d ' .  

Almo st  a l l  people l iv ing i n  Brugnowi and Japandai make t h i s  c hange i n  
t h e i r  spee c h .  A t  Yamanambu s ome ind ividuals u s e  t he form Ikw+ n a t +1 and 

o t hers u s e  Ikw+n a t n t +l .  At Japanaut t he form Ikw+ n a t +/ i s  not acceptab l e . 

4 . 7 .  East o f  a l ine repre sented by isoglo s s  M t he sequenc e o f  word­
final stop + word-ini t i a l  I y l  remains unc hanged whi le east of t h i s  l ine 
word-final stop + I y l  become s I t  I + I n / , 

e . g .  w e s tern I wa ak l  ' crocodi Z e ' + l y + n t + 1 ' he we n t ' bec ome s I wa a t  

n +n t +1 ' ( t h e ) crocodi Z e  w e n t ' .  

4 . 8 .  A l l  Iatmu l  v i l lage s have t wo mo rphophonemic c hanges in c ommon : 

1 .  Word init ial I t  I b e c omes I I I  f o l l owing a word ending i n  a vowel , 
I w / , or I y / , 

e . g .  I t +pma l ' coconu t ' when preceded by eas t ern I I +k Q a l  ' dry ' or 
western I I +ka l 'dry ' bec o�es I I +kQa I + p m a l o r  I I +ka I + p ma / .  

2 .  [ k ]  + [ k ]  reduces  t o  [ k ] ,  

e . g .  [ w u k - ] + [ -ka ] becomes [ w uka ] ' hearing ' .  

5 .  G RAMMAT I C AL D I F F E R E N C E S  

5 . 0 .  A l though a t horough grammatical comparison was not undertake n ,  t he 
fol lowing grammatical di fferenc es were noted . 

5 . 1 . Eas t  of a l i ne repre sented by i s oglos s N ,  the phra s e  I y +ka t +k 

w + n l  ' I  am go i n g ' or i t s  short ened form I y +ka t a w + n l  � s  u s ed t o  expre s s  
inc ipient a c t i on ,  b u t  w e s t  of  t h i s  l ine i t  i s  replac ed b y  I y +&a t y +ka w + n l  

' I  am g o i n g ' o r  i t s  shortened form I y +&a+ka w + n / . Eas t  of  i s ogl o s s  N 
I y +&a t y +ka w + n l  is ungrammat i c a l , 

e . g .  I y +ka t +ka w + n l  = y + -ka t + -ka - w + n  l i t erally ' g o i ng I am ' 

go - i ng b e -pres . tense-I 

/ y +ea t y +ka w + n l  = y + -ea t y + -k a - w + n  l it erally ' to go  I am g o i n g ' 

go - to g o - pres . tens e - I  

5 . 2 .  We s t  of  a l ine represented by i s o g l o s s  0 the imperative forms of  
t he verb have a d ifferent person-number marker t han do t he ind i c a t ive 
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forms . Eas t  of  this  l ine t he pers on-number markers are t he s ame for 
b o t h  imperat ive and ind ic at ive verb types , e . g .  

E a¢ .t e.JlIt W e¢ .teltn 

Imperative a - I + -m + n  a - I + -m+ l a  'you b e ' (male s ing . ) 

a - I + -n + n  a - I + - li+ l a  ' y o u  be ' ( fern . s ing . )  

a - I + -m p +k a - I + -m p + l a  'you b e ' ( dua l )  

a - I + - nkw+k a - I + -nkw + l a  'you b e ' (plura l )  

Indicative I + - m + n  I + -m+n  ' y o u  were ' (male s ing . ) 

I + - n + n  I + - n + n  ' y o u  were ' ( fem . sing . )  

I +- m p +k I + -m p +k ' y o u  were ' (dua l )  

I + -nkw+k I + -n kw+k 'you w e re ' (p lura l )  

5 . 3 .  Eas t  of a l ine represented by i s ogloss  P t h e  first person dual 
pers on-number marker has two forms which fluctuate freely : I -a l  and 
I - I +y / . We s t  of this  l ine t he form I - I +y l  occurs only in two types o f  
cons t ru c t ions : ( 1 )  first person dual imperat ive ( hortatory ) , e . g .  
l y + l + y l  y + - I + y ' L e ts us  2 go ' ;  and ( 2 )  in externa l  focus verb s , e . g .  
l y + l + ya n l y + - I + y -a - n  ' s ince we 2 w e n t , .

6 
In all  other verb s west o f  

t h i s  l i ne t he form I -a l  occurs , e . g .  I y l  y + -a ' w e  two wen t ' o r  I y +k + y a a l  

y + -k + y a -a ' w e  2 wi n go ' .  

6 .  C O N C L U S I O N S  

The data indicate that there are four d i s t inct varie t i e s  of · Iatmu l : 
one spoken wes t  of i s ogloss  L ;  ano t her be tween i s ogloss L and the bund l e  
o f  i s oglos s e s  C-K , M-P ; anot he r between t h i s  bund l e  of  i s oglos s e s  and 
i s og l o s s e s  A and B ;  and a final var iety spoken east of i s oglos s e s  A and 
B .  

The d i f ferenc es repres ented by isoglosses  L ,  A and B are s l i ght when 
c ompared wi t h  t he d i f ferenc e s  repre sented by the bundle of  i s oglos s e s  
C-K , M-P . For t h i s  reason I conc lude that there are two diale c t s  o f  
Iatmu l : one l i e s  e a s t  of the bundle of  i s oglo s s e s  C -K , M - P  and t he other 
l i e s  west o f  this l ine . I call t he s e  diale c t s  I n a w l a  kw + n t +y l  and 
I p a l +m p a y  k w + n t +y l  respec t ively , mut ua l ly int e l l igible diale c t s  of t he 
language I nka y p ma k w +n t +y / , fol lowing folk t axonomy . 

I t  appears t hat one c ould make the switch from the Palimb e i  d i a l e c t  
t o  t he Nyawra d ialec t more eas i ly t han t h e  reverse . However the two 
d ialec t s  are mutually int e l l igible even t o  c hi ldren who have had no 
previous c ontac t with t he other dialec t . About two-thirds o f  t he Iatmu l  
speak the Palimbei dialect  and the remaining one -third t he Nyawra 
d i a l ec t . 
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S ince t he d i alec t s  are s o  s imilar e i t her would b e  a useful means of 
communica t i on i n  any o f  the Iatmul v i llage s but the Palimbei dialec t 
should be easier t o  mas t er due t o  i t s  smaller numbe r  o f  morphophonemic 
c hange s . 

7 .  W O R D  L I S T S AM P L E S  

Word l i s t s  collected a t  Tambanam (T) , Kanganaman ( Ka ) , Korogo (Ko ) , 

and Brugnowi ( B ) , w i t h  t heir Engl i s h  t rans lat ions , are s hown below a s  
samp l e s  o f  t h e  variants o f  Iatmu l . Al l l i s t ings are in phone t ic t rans ­
cript ion . The words i n  t he phra s e s  a t  t he end o f  the l i s t  are c ounted 
only if t hey have not already occurred . For examp l e , No . 2 0 0 - 2 0 1  i s  a 
phrase c ontaining three words but s inc e one of t he words has already 
b een u sed it is recorded a s  c ontaining only t wo items . 

l .  h a i l'  2 .  head 3 .  mou t h  4 .  n o s e  

T n + m p +  n a : m p u  I) ka : I) ka n t a : ma 

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " I) ka ? a l) ka n t a ? a ma 

B " " " " 

5 .  e y e  6 .  n e c k  7 .  b e H y  8 .  s k i n  

T m+n i s + klj kwa l ya : 1  m p a : l) k+ 

Ka " " y a ? a I " 

Ko " kwa k!j y a ? a  k!j " 

B " " y a ? a t N  " 

9 .  k n e e  1 0 . man 1 1 . woman 1 2 .  dog 

T kwa : 'f i ma n n t u  t a : � wa l w a : 'f a 

Ka " " " " 

Ko kwa ? a 'f i ma n  " t a ? a �w a  w a ? a  fa 

B " " " " 

1 3 . l'oad 1 4 . s to n e  1 5 . fire 1 6 .  smoke  

T y e m p +  ka m p a ktj y a  y a !J+mp l 

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " " " 

B " " " " 

1 7 . a s h e s  1 8 . ear 1 9 . to ngue 2 0 . t e e t h  

T y e m p a w w a : n  t + k l) a l n+mp i 

Ka " w a ? a n " " 

Ko " t +�a t N  " 
m p a w  

B " " " " 
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T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

2 1 . breas t 

m w u ii a  
" 

" 

" 

2 5 .  moon 

m p a pM 
" 

m p a  klj 
" 

2 9 . wa t e r  

I) ku  
" 

" 

" 

3 3 .  m e a t  

w +m p u  
" 

" 

" 

3 7 . s ho u Lder 

n a : mp w u t N  
" 

ii a ? a m p w u t N 
" 

4 1 .  finge r 

t � i k t a m p a  
" 

t H t  t a m p a  

4 5 .  bone 

a&a  
" 

" 

" 

" 

2 2 . hand 

t a : mp a  
" 

t a ? a m p a  
" 

2 6 . s tar 

t � i l)k w u t N  

3 0 .  tree 

m i  
" 

" 

" 

3 4 . fa t 

k w i a  
" 

" 

" 

3 8 . back 

" 

" 

" 

m p u n i 
" 

" 

" 

4 2 .  c h i n  

I)ka : l)ka �a 
" 

I)ka ? a l)ka &a 
" 

4 6 . b Lood 

" 

" 

2 3 .  foo t  

ma n 
" 

" 

" 

2 7 . s ky 

ii i n a l)k w u  
" 

ii i n a l)kwu t N  
" 

3 1 .  roo t  

n t s i l)k w u t N  
" 

" 

" 

3 5 . egg 

mp a n t +  
" 

" 

" 

3 9 . fo rehead 

ma : kl)a 
" 

ma ? a !Ja 
" 

4 3 .  heart 

ma : w u l  
" 

m a ? a w u t N  
" 

4 7 . fea t her 

y u w i  
" 

" 

" 

2 4 . s u n  

ii a  
" 

" 

" 

28 . rain 
i ma klj 

m e ?  i t N  

m e ? i klj 
" 

3 2 . L eaf 

I)ka n  ka 
" 

I)ka l)ka 
" 

3 6 . L o u s e  

ii i k l) a  
" 

" 

" 

4 0 .  e Lbow 

kwa i' i  l am p a  
" 

k w a ?a i' i i am p a  
" 

4 4 . L i v e r  

w u t m w l 
" 

w u pmw i n  
" 

4 8 . wing 

& i yo 
" 

w i yo 
" 



7 7  

4 9 . c �aIJ 5 0 . tai l 5 l .  boy 5 2 . g i r �  

T e 1-a � u  I) k+n i n a n t o g w a n a n  t a gw a n a n  

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " n o n t a n a n  " 

B " " " " 

5 3 . baby 54 . o �d man 5 5 . o �d IJoman 5 6 . person 

T ma k n a n  a e+ t  n t u  a e+t t a gwa n a  n 

Ka " " " " 

Ko m a t  n a n  " " " 

B " " " " 

5 7 . fa t h e r  5 8 . mo t h e r  5 9 . o lde r b ro th e r  6 0 .  s i s te r  

T ii a  
i 

t N  n a n +me n a m w u n  n a l) ke 

Ka " " " " 

Ko n a ? e klj n +me " " 

B " " " " 

6 l .  name 6 2 . p ig 6 3 .  cass owary 6 4 . wa l laby 

T t § + mp a l  a m w i y a y e mp u  

Ka " " " " 

Ko §.+ mp a ktj " " 

B " " " " 

6 5 .  fZyir:g foz 6 6 . l'a t 6 7 . frog 6 8 . s na k e  

T k+m p w i rna r i k+t  k + t N  k a m p o y  

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " k i k+ ktj " 

B " " " " 

6 9 . c a tfi s h  7 0 .  tal'O 7 l . c h i c k e n  7 2 .  s ugal' 

T k a m i ma i ii a : k l) a  I) kw i 

Ka " " ii a ? a  k l) a  " 

Ko " ma ? i  ii a ? a �a " 

B " " " " 

7 3 . yam 7 4 . banana 7 5 .  s we e t  p o t a to 7 6 . aze 

T n a  i l a e u  n t  h n t  § e: m a l) ku kw u r a n 

Ka n a ? e n  " " " 

Ko n a ? e l)  " kaea y a w  i " 

B " " " " 



7 8  

7 7  • k ni fe 7 8 .  spear 7 9 . n e tbag 8 0 . s a n d  
T ka : ma e i F) kwa  kwa � u  y a : w i ya 
Ka ka 7 a ma Y L F) kwa  " " 

Ko " e i  " y a ?a w i ya 
8 " " " " 

8 l .  ground 8 2 .  h o u s e  8 3 .  mou n ta i n  8 4 . w i n d  
T k + p m a  F) ka y  n L m p  u k� m w u t N  
Ka " " " " 

Ko " " n t u w i  m w u  k� 
8 " " " " 

8 5 .  bark 8 6 .  s e e d  8 7 . tobacco 8 8 .  c o c o n u t  
T m i § + m p +  � + k� y a !t i t + p ma 
Ka " " " " 

Ko " " " " 

8 " " " " 

8 9 . b e t e l- n u t  9 0 .  l ime 9 l .  sago 9 2 . bamboo 
T m p a F) ka fe kwa y a & u  na : w  ka yn 
Ka " " n a 7 a lol  " 

Ko " " " " 

8 " " " " 

9 3 .  canoe 9 4 . padd l- e  9 5 .  fi s h  t rap 9 6 . fi s hn e t 
T &a : f a I) ku s a  na m w i n t � u f a  
Ka " " " " 

Ko &a ? a f a  " " " 

8 " " " " 

9 7 . fi s h  s p e a r  9 8 . gra s s  s k i r t  9 9 . s ago t h a t c h  1 0 0 . e e l-

T m+n t � a  Kwa : f a n t H I  wa : l) k i  
Ka " " " " 

Ko " kwa ? a f a  n t � + kl1 wa ?a l) k i  
8 " " " " 

1 0 l . t u r t  l- e  1 0 2 .  I:rocodi l- e  1 0 3 . mo sq u i to 1 0 4 . r i v e r  
T I) ku s+ lola : I kHt i y a  a &+s E t N  
Ka " w a ? a l " " 

Ko " w a ? a  k� " " 

8 " " " a &+ s E kl1 



7 9  

1 0 5 .  swamp 1 0 6 . b e t e L  pepper 1 0 7 . o n e  1 0 8 . two 

T ka : mp +  p i yaklja  k i t a &+ I +ktj 

Ka " p i y a 7 akl) a  " " 

Ko k a 7 a m p +ktj p i y a 7 a �a ka t a &+ I + I Htj 

B " " " " 

10 9 .  three 1 1 0 . four l 1 l . five 1 1 2 . s ix 

T k u &uktj a yna ktj t a m p a  na ktj t � + l ak+ t a  

Ka " " " " 

Ko " a yna t N  t a mp ana t N  " 

B " " " " 

1 1 3 . s e ve n  1 1 4 . e i g h t  1 1 5 . n i ne 1 1 6 . t e n  

T H+ I a e+ I +ktj t � +  I aku & u  kl)l t § + � a ynakl)l t a m p � i  

Ka " " " " 

Ko H + l a e+ l i " " t a m p a &+ 1  i 

B " " " " 

1 1 7 . e Le v e n  1 1 8 . twe�l ty 1 1 9 . mor n i ng 

T t a mp � i k i y e  I i  k i t  a k i t ant u m i Ijka m p i 

Ka " " " 

Ko t a m p a H  I i k i y e  I i  ka t a ka t ant u m i  " 

B " " " 

1 2 0 . afternoon 1 2 l . nigh t 1 2 2 . y e s t e rday 1 2 3 . today 

T Ijkl' a m p u  I)ka n na l' a m p a  m p a m p � a  

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " na : p m p a  " 

B " " na : p a " 

1 2 4 . tomorl'Ou' 1 2 5 . day before y e s t e rday 1 2 6 . f i s h i ng day 

T k i n " na l)ka y t N  t §a t § +&a 

Ka " " " 

Ko " " " 

B " " " 

1 2 7 . good 1 2 8 . bad 1 2 9 . Long 1 3 0 . s h o r t  

T a i p man k a e l' e  § + e � a  t a m p +  

Ka " " " " 

Ko a pma " " " 

B " " " " 



8 0  

1 3 l .  o l.d 1 3 2 . new 1 3 3 .  many 1 3 4 . a l. l.  

t an p a  k u lt i  sakwa t N  
i 

T a wa  

Ka " " " " 

Ko t am p a  ku p i " " 

B " " " " 

1 3 5 . who 1 3 6 . when 1 3 7 . where 1 3 8 . dry 

T kan t a  a n t a  n t Hm p �a  ant a m p a  I +klja 

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " " I +!t a  

B " " " " 

1 3 9 . y e s  1 4 0 . no 1 4 l .  he went  1 4 2 . he a t e  

T a w a  ka Y E  k lj a  y +nH k+nH 

Ka " k a v a  k� " " 

Ko " ka ? i " " 

B " " " 

1 4 3 .  he de s c e nded 1 4 4 . he s a t  14 5 .  he a s c e nded 1 4 6 . he l.aughed 

T n t a ? i n t +  n t a � +n H  woken t +  ka � en H  

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " " " 

B " " " " 

1 4 7 . he saw 1 4 8 .  he was 1 4 9 . he covered 1 5 0 . he came 

T e i  n H  � in t i k a ? a pmant + y an t +  

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " " " 

B " " " " 

1 5 l .  he ta l.k.ed 1 5 2 . he s l. ep t 1 5 3 . he k il.  l.ed 1 5 4 . he d i e d  

T wan t +  � +n t u  kwant + ea t nanH k l y an H  

Ka " " " " 

Ko " " " " 

B " " " " 

1 5 5 . he fe ll. down 1 5 6 . he h i t  1 5 7 . he cried 1 5 8 . h e  de tained 

T n t an t +  It i y ant + I)k�ant + keme l n t +  

Ka " " " kemEkn t +  

Ko " " " keme t n t + 

B " " " kemE t +  



1 5 9 . he heard 1 6 0 . he repaired 

T wuknt + kwuna kn t +  

Ka " " 

Ko wutn t +  kwuna t n t +  

B wu t +  kwuna t +  

1 6 3 . we 2 1 6 4 . we a n  

T an n+n 

Ka " " 

Ko " " 

B " " 

1 6 7 . y o u  2 1 6 8 . you a n  

T m p + k� I) kwu ktj 
Ka " " 

Ko " " 

B " " 

1 7 l .  t he y  2 1 7 2 .  t hey a n  

T m p + ktj n t i 

Ka " " 

Ko " " 

B " " 

1 7 5 - 1 7 6 . he wi l l  hi t me 

T wu I) ka t e i ya k i ya n t +  

Ka " 

Ko wu I) ka p  m i ya k i y an t +  

B " 

1 7 9 - 1 8 0 . hav i ng gone , I aame 

T y + i"- a  y a wu n 

Ka " 

Ko " 

B " 

1 8 2 - 1 8 4 . I aame t o  g e t  bananas 

T i"- a eu k i"- a ea k ya wun 

Ka " 

Ko i"- a eu k i"- a e a t  n a wun 

B " 

8 1  

1 6 l . h e  made 1 6 2 . I 

kwu knt +  wun 
" " 

kwut n t + " 

kwu t +  " 

1 6 5 . y o u  1 6 6 . you 

(male sing . ) (fern . sing . )  

m +n n +n 
" " 

" " 

" " 

1 6 9 . he 1 7 0 . s he 

n t +  i"- +  
" " 

" " 

" " 

1 7 3 - 1 7 4 . he i s  i n  t h e  house  

I) ka ym p a  I +!tan t +  
" 

" 

" 

1 7 7 - 1 7 8 . i t  was m i n e  he g o t  

wunana k i"- an t a  
" 

" 

" 

18 1 .  I aame padd L i ng 

I) ku s a  ka!ta y a wun 
" 

" 

" 

1 8 5 - 18 6 . if y o u  g i v e ,  I wi L L  t a k e  

kw i me y an k i"- a k i yowun 
" 

" 

" 



8 2  

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

T 

Ka 

Ko 

B 

1 8 7 - 19 0 . i f  he had g o t t e n ,  I 

wou Zd have gone 

k � a �a y + n t a n  y i �a y i w u n  
" 

" 

" 

1 9 5 - 1 9 6 . what are you mak i ng ?  

ma n t a n a e i y a r u ma 
" 

" 

" 

1 9 9 . another kind 

k a m p a  m p a � k+ 
" 

" 

" 

2 0 2 - 2 0 4 . he g iv e s  o n  o u r  

b e h a Z f  

n i � ka t t +�a kw  i I +�a n t +  
" 

" 

" 

2 0 7 - 2 0 8 . he jus t took the 

taro 
i kwo kr a n t +  ma 

" 

m a ? i kwo kr a n t +  
" 

2 1 3 - 2 1 4 . i t  was I who g o t  

w u n a Y L k I a ?a 
" 

" 

" 

1 9 1 - 19 4 . I am abo u t  to go down 

t h e re 

a � k+ n t a  y i �a t + kow u n 
" 

a � k+ n t a  y i ea t  n i kow u n  
" 

1 9 7 - 1 9 8 . he having made a cano e ,  

they came 

ea : r a kwu n a k n t +  ma ? a  y a n t i 
" 

ea ? a ra kwu na t n t +  ma ? a  y a n t i 

ea ? a ra kw u n a t +  m a ? a  y a n t i 

2 0 0 - 2 0 1 .  there i s  o n Zy one 

k i t a m+na I +�a n t +  
" 

ka t a  m + n a  I +�a n t +  
" 

2 0 5 - 2 0 6 . where are they a U  g o i n g ?  

a n t a m a r a  Y L n He y a  
" 

" 

" 

2 0 9 - 2 12 . the i r  way of Hfe i s  n o t  

right  

Y E t H + n H a  Ita i � k l a kn t +  a n a 

y E t + 1  + n H a  ea t a n a  � k l a t n t +  

Y E t + I + n t �a ea t a n a � k l a t +  

2 1 5 - 2 17 . i t  i s  n o t  a b i g  dog 

n +ma wa : r a a na n t +  
" 

n +ma w a ? a r a  a n a n t +  
" 



N O T  E S 

1 .  The t e rm Ia tmu Z was first used by Bate s on in "Soc ial Struc ture o f  
the Iatmu l  People o f  t he Sepik River " ,  O c eania vol . II ,  No . 3 ,  Marc h 1 9 3 2 ,  
p . 2 4 9 ,  footnote . Bate son admit s  that t h i s  i s  probab ly an inadequate 
name . I n ka y p ma kw + n t + y l  ' ho m e -p Zace v o ice ' and I n ka y p ma kw + n t + y  n a n k+ w l  

' ho m e - p Zace v o i ce p e op Ze '  are t he only generic t erms I have found whic h  
are acc epted by a l l  v i l lages mentioned i n  t h i s  paper . However in t h i s  
paper t h e  t erm Ia tmu Z has b e e n  u s e d  a s  a l anguage name equivalent t o  
I n k a y p ma k w + n t +y / . 

2 .  Cape l l , 1 9 6 2 , p . 4 4 .  

3 .  Laycock , 1 9 6 5 , p . 1 1 2 . 

4 .  For pronunc iat ion guide see Staa l s en , 1 9 6 6 . 

5 .  Two items with t he same meaning are c onsidered t o  be cognate s  i f  
hal f  or more of t h e  s ounds in t h e  two it ems are t he same and in the same 
order , or if they di ffer on t he bas i s  of regular sound c orrespondence s . 

6 .  Ext ernal focus verbs are a c la s s  o f  verbs obl igatorily suffixed b y  
I - a l  ' e x te rna Z focu8 marke r ' .  The se verbs always c a l l  at tent ion t o  some 
i t em in t he c lause o t her t han the verb , and t hey cannot cons t i t ute an in­
dependent s t ruc ture by t hems elves . They may focus on obj ec t ,  subj ec t ,  
l ocat ion , or verb of a fol l owing c lause . They occur w i t h  a unique s e t  
o f  person-number ac t or markers , t h e  2nd pers on dual of w h i c h  i s  I - i +y / . 
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