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3
EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication summarises the results of a 

survey concerning domiciliary services which was 
conducted throughout Victoria in October 1986 as a 
supplement to the Australia-wide Monthly Population 
Survey. The supplementary survey was carried out at 
the request of Community Services Victoria and the 
Victorian Health Department.

Information was obtained from any responsible adult 
on behalf of all other members of the household.

2. Infonnation was collected about assistance
received with household tasks from family members, 
neighbours, friends, organisations, or paid help. The 
tasks included were meals, laundry and housework, 
gardening and mowing, home maintenance, and
transport. Information was also collected about
nursing, personal, and paramedical care received 
within the home. The survey ascertained the number 
of household members who had been an inpatient in a 
hospital or nursing home during the 12 months prior to

The design of the survey took into account 
that households with elderly members were more likely 
to be receiving a domiciliary service. Thus a complete 
set of questions were asked in households where there 
was at least one elderly resident (elderly being defined 
as aged 60 or over). In households without elderly 
residents a set of filtering questions were asked. If 
households were receiving assistance with household 
tasks because it was convenient or they were willing to 
pay, the assistance was defined as being not a 
domiciliary service and therefore not within the scope 
of this survey. Thus no further questions regarding 
these services were asked. If any assistance received 
was of a domiciliary nature the same questions (as for 
households with elderly residents) were asked.

interview. Information was obtained from all
households regarding the need for assistance and care. 7.

Scope
All households in private dwellings were

Monthly Population Survey
Survey design

3. The Monthly Population Survey is based on a
multi-stage sample of private and non-private 
dwellings. The sample covers about two-thirds of one 
per cent of the civilian population of Austtalia and 
includes about one-half of one per cent of Victoria’s

included in the scope of this supplementary survey if at 
least one member of the household was in scope for the 
Labour Force Survey, excluding a small number of 
households where none of the members were usual 
residents of that dwelling (e.g. holiday houses).

Definitions
8.

population. Information is obtained from the
Household A group of residents of a

occupants of selected dwellings by personal interview.

4. The Monthly Population Survey is made up of
the Labour Force Survey and, for most months of the 
year, a supplementary survey. The main emphasis of 
the Monthly Population Survey is on the regular 
collection of specific data on demographic and labour 
force characteristics of the population and, for this 
reason, this component is usually refeired to as the 
Labour Force Survey. Supplementary surveys are 
carried out on a wide range of topics.

dwelling who share common facilities and meals or 
who consider themselves to be a household. It is 
possible for more than one household to live in one 
dwelling, for example, where regular provision is made 
for groups to take meals separately and where persons 
consider their households to be separate.

9.
House

Flat

5.
Scope

All persons aged 15 years and over are

Type of dwelling
Includes farm houses, separate houses, duplex 
houses, terrace/row houses, town houses.
Includes all flats, apartments, villa units, 
granny flats, bungalows, dwellings above 
shops. Also, includes a small number of 
‘other’ types of dwellings.

included in the scope of the Labour Force Survey 
except: members of the permanent defence forces: 
certain diplomatic personnel of overseas governments 
customarily excluded from census and estimated 
populations; overseas visitors holidaying in Australia; 
and members of non-Australian defence forces (and 
their dependants) stationed in Australia.

10. Household services received
A series of questions dealt with assistance

Supplementary survey

6.
Survey design

The Supplementary survey was conducted
using the sample of privately occupied dwellings in 
Victoria that were included in the Monthly Population 
Survey. This provided a sample of approximately 
6,500 dwellings where a full response was obtained.

given to households with household tasks. To be 
defined as a domiciliary service the providerfs) of the 
assistance had to come to the recipients home. Any 
assistance given by occupants of the dwelling were 
excluded from household services. Information was 
collected about the following tasks:
Meals Assistance with meals refers to cases where 

food is prepared elsewhere and delivered in a 
ready to eai/heat form or food is prepared in 
the recipient’s home by someone who visits.

Laundry and housework Includes assistance with 
chores such as washing, ironing, vacuuming, 
cleaning, polishing, etc.
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Gardening and mowing Mowing lawns and or 
maintaining gardens.

Home maintenance Includes the following types of 
assistance:

Family in crisis Included here are families in poverty, 
trauma in the family, etc.

(a) Minor repairs: repairs to windows.
15. Unmet need

walls, cupboards, doors, fences, gales, steps.
etc.
<b) Minor alterations: installing security
tocks, doors, shelving, grabrails, etc.
(c) Other
cleaning windows.

chores: chopping wood.
clearing guttering.

changing light globes, etc.
Note: Home maintenance excludes major 
tasks such as extensions, painting a house, 
electrical rewiring, major renovations, etc.

Transport Includes transport provided by anyone 
coming to the home to provide transport to 
shops, medical centre, for recreation and 
outings, etc.
Note: Excludes transportation to work.

For household and health care tasks questions were 
asked to determine whether an unmet need existed.
No assistance received Where no assistance was being 

received with a task and assistance was 
needed, the household was considered to have 
a fully unmet need with that task.

Partial assistance received Where some assistance 
was being received with a task, but further 
assistance was needed, the household was 
considered to have a partially unmet need 
with that task.

16. Reasons services were not received

11. Sources of household assistance
The household assistance chapter of this publication 
divides providers into informal and formal sources. 
Informal sources are family, friends, or neighbours 
who come to the recipient’s home to provide
assistance.
organisations and paid help.

Formal sources include community

These questions were asked of households who 
indicated they currently needed particular services but 
were not receiving them.
None available Household believed no service was 

available.
Wish to be independent Household may have 

indicated that assistance was required, but 
would rather remain independent than become 
dependent on others.

17. During the last 12 months

12. Health care services received
A series of questions dealt with assistance given to 
households involving health care. Information was 
collected about care received from within the home as 
well as care received from sources outside the home. 
Information was collected about the following services: 
Nursing care Usually provided by a trained nurse, or 

trained householder.
Personal care Help with daily living, e.g. assistance 

with showering, dressing, or eating. It also 
includes less frequently required help e.g. 
hairdressing.
Note: Excludes dressing, washing, feeding, 
etc. of infants.

Paramedical Care Includes podiatry, physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy, speech therapy, etc.

In this publication during the last 12 months refers to 
help received between 1st October 1985 and the survey
week in October 1986. This includes assistance
received by all persons who had been usual residents of 
the household at any time during the 12 months.

18. Hospital/nursing home inpatient
To be included in this category a person must have 
remained in a hospital or nursing home for a minimum 
of one night; includes babies bom in hospital.

Demographic items
19. The items Sex of residents. Age of residents.
and Household type were derived for all households 
where there was at least one elderly resident (elderly 
being defined as aged 60 or over).

13. Sources of health care assistance
20. The item Country of Birth was derived for all

Informal sources are family, friends, or neighbours 
who either come to the recipient’s home to provide the 
care, or live with the recipient and provide the care. 
Formal sources include nursing services, hospital staff, 
community organisations and paid help.

14. Reasons services were received

households with residents aged 60 and over. For these 
households Country of birth of only the elderly 
residents was derived and coded to either single 
countries (e.g. all elderly residents bora in Australia), 
or to mixed countries (e.g. the code Australia and other 
indicates at least one elderly resident bom in Australia, 
the other(s) bom elsewhere).

Conveniencelwillingness to pay Households who were 
receiving help because it was convenient or 
they were willing to pay for it

Medical problems Due to one or more household 
members suffering from an acute illness or 
medical problem, e.g. post operative care.

Table Populations
21. The major populations used in the tables in
this publication are:
(a) All households - which include estimates from all 
households.
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(b) Households with elderly residents - which include 
estimates from ail households with at least one resident 
aged 60 or over.
(c) Households without elderly residents - which 
include estimates from all hous^olds with no elderly 

residents.
(d) Households with all elderly residents - which 
include estimates from all households with all residents 
aged 60 and over.

Reliability oT estimates
22. Estimates in this publication are subject to

Care for the Aged at Home, Queensland, October 1983 
(4306.3) (irregular)

Accommodation for the Aged, South Australia, 1985 
(4102.4) (irregular) ($5.00; $6.00 incl. postage)

Australia's Aged Population, 1982 (4109.0) (irregular) 
($1.50; $1.90 incl. postage)

Australian Health Survey, 1983 (4311.0) (irregular)
Handicapped Persons Australia, 1981 (4343.0) 

(irregular) ($12.40; $14.40 incl. postage)
Health (4302.2) ($6.00)
Social Indicators, Victoria No. 1 (4101.2) ($15.00;

$19.00 incl. postage)
errors from two sources:
(a) Sampling error. Since the estimates are based on 
information obtained from occupants of only a sample 
of dwellings, the estimates may differ from the figures 
that would have been produced if all dwellings had 
been included in the survey. For more information on 
this topic, see the Technical notes at the end of this 
publication.
This publication includes estimates with relative 
standard errors up to 50 per cent. Estimates with a 
relative standard error of less than 25 per cent are 
considered sufficiently reliable for most purposes. 
Estimates with relative standard errors of 25 to 50 per 
cent carry the symbol * indicating they should be used 
with caution. Estimates with relative standard errors 
greater than 50 per cent are iwt considered sufficien' - 
reliable to publish and are indicated by the symbol , 
Although figures for these small components can in 
some cases be derived by subtraction, they should not 
be regarded as reliable,
(b) Non-sampling error. Inaccuracies may occur 
because of imperfections in reporting by respondents, 
interviewers, and errors made in the coing and 
processing of the data. These inaccuracies may occur 
in any enumeration whether it be a full count or a 
sample. Every effort is made to reduce the non­
sampling error to a minimum.

ABS publications relating to the Labour Force Survey 
include:

The Labour Force, Victoria (6201.2) (monthly)
The Labour Force, Victorian Regions (6202.2) 

(quarterly)
The Labour Force, Australia (6203.2) (monthly)
Information Paper: Questionnaires used in the Labour

Force Survey, Australia (6232.0) (irregular)
Information Paper: Victorian Labour Force Statistics 

(6262.2) (irregular)

Current publications produced by the ABS ate 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia 
(1101.0), which is available free of charge from any 
ABS office.

Symbols and other usages

**

Comparability with data from other sources
23. Several factors may affect the comparability

nc 
nec

not applicable
estimate is subject to a relative standard error 
of between 25 and 50 per cent
estimate is subject to sampling variability too 
high for most practical purposes (more than 
50 per cent). See Technical notes at the end 
of this publication.
not collected
not elsewhere classifled

of the data in this publication with information from 
other sources. These include:
(a) the scope of this survey;
(b) the wording of the questions asked;
(c) the way the questions were asked (e.g. personal 
interview rather than self-administered questionnaire).

Where figures have been rounded.
discrepancies may occur between sums of the 
component items and totals.

Related publications
24. The ABS produces a wide range of
publications of social and demographic statistics. 
Other ABS publications which relate to this survey 
topic include;

ERLE BOURKE
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

INTRODUCTION

domiciUary services ate the aged, those with handicaps or iU health and others in 
need of assistance. The major recipients of domiciliary care are the aged. As explained 
ExDianatnrv nniAc nnraomnfi ____■__ t_____ > .. . . .. “

* I---------— —CUV UIV z\s CADJ
Explanatory notes, paragraph 6) this survey focused on households with elderly residents in Survey design (see

^e information wntained in Charts A and B below show that elderly persons comprised 15.2 per cent of the 
dent txwulation of Victoria at in ii,n» i oba. .u__________S .. . j.a per cent oi metotal resident population of Victoria as at 30 June 1986 and that there 

cent of private dwellings in Victoria in October 1986.
was at least one elderly person resident in 29.2 per

CHART A. AGE OF PERSONS, 
VICTORIA, JUNE 1986 

(Source: ABS, Estimaied Resident Population by Sex 
and Age: States and Territories of Australia, June 1985 

and Prelinunary June 1986 (3201.0))

Elderly 
persons _ _____
(15.2%)

CHART B. AGE OF HOUSEHOLDS, 
VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Households with 
elderly residents 

(29.2%) f

Non-elderly 
persons 
(84.8%)

Households without 
elderly residents 

(70.8%)

ASSISTANCE WITH HOUSEHOLD TASKS

In Octobo-1986 almost half (47.4 per cent) of all households with elderly residents 
With one or more household ta.<;lcS) whcrcss —------------ -j ■- • - -
residents (Table 1).

- were receiving assistance 
assistance was provided to only 3.4 per cent of households without elderly

(33 2 Der^^noTan*̂  composition. Single person households made up one-third
elriPrt^ .’'““seholds with elderiy residents, but accounted for half (50.9 per cent) of aU houstholds with

residents households with_ elderly residents contained female

—-------- 0 •luuoviiviu vuiiipuaiuuil. ,
(33.2 per cent) of all households with elderiy residents, but accounted for

residents only but these accounted for 44.5
(Tabled).

per cent of all households with elderly residents receiving assistance

CHART C. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH HOUSEHOLD TASKS (a), VICTORIA 

OCTOBER 1986

Meals
Laundry and 

housework
Gardening and mowing

Home maintenance

Transport

0

I

20 40 60 
’000

80 100 120

I Households with elderly residents

@ Households without elderly residents

(•) Some hooiehoMi receive uiinince with more ihn one tuk.
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thousandl^L^Z'/jEI^ ihe nsccipt of meals was the least ftequent fonn of household assistance Of the 24 1 
s^^r an elderly resMent (Table 7)

the mam source of formal assistance (accountine for 91.3 ner «. nf rr.Ki. m .

assistance. Of the 24.1
. .*  -------------------- •vMMHviwic tj. Aoeaison wneeu

P« cent received this assistance on 5 or more days per week, compared with 27 7 
informal assistance (Table 8). per cent of households receiving

Laundry and housework

most frequent forni 
per cent of the 34.1 thousand households) (Table 1).

u households receiving assistance with laundry and housework, of which 72 9 ner cent 
wer7^.^i households containing elderly rSd««

nf a • t fornial sources (Table 11). Laundry and housework constituted the
of assistance given to households without elderly residents (57 5 r----------■ ■ ■

S 13) ■ cent received assistance from Council home help and 32.9 per cent fmm paid help

Gardening and mowing

Of the 105.6 thousand households receiving assistance with gardening and mowing, 87.1 per. ... ------ oMiduuivc wiui garaenine ana mowi
’5)- -nie major provider of gardening and 

Daid neln l^n.^ nftrCAnA OnH inrnrmal f'in A _ ______

cent were
.. . - ------------- - axviiiajvi piuvlL

paid help (58.6 per cent) and infonnal sources (37.9 per cent) (Table 16). mowing assistance were

Home maintenance

Information was collected about this task for the 12 months 
thousand households received assistance with home to October 1986. During this period 113 0 

maintenance. Of these households 93.2 per cent contained an„ij« 1 J * . ---------------- -------- ..V....- UI uicsc nousenoios yj.z ner cent cnniainmt .n

assistance from paid help and 30.2 per cent from informal sources (Table 19).

Transport

A^istance with transport was received by 88.4 thousand households, and 92.9
per cent of these contained.. . .. K,u.-r uiuwMuiu iiuu2«uuias, ana yz.y

elderly residents (Table 21). 54.3 per cent of households with elderly residents where the ..uum

rrX*  transport, compared with only 6.9 per cent of households where the household owned a
car (Table 22). Taxi concessions were used by 19.2 per cent of all households receiving transport assistance (Table M)

household did not own a car

Need for assistance

CHART D. HOUSEHOLDS NEEDING ASSISTANCE WITH HOUSEHOLD TASKS (a), VICTORIA
OCTOBER 1986 ’

Meals
Laundry and 

housework
Gardening and mowing

Home maintenance

Transport

H(f>s

3

0 10 20 30 
'000

40 50 60

I Households with elderly residents

S Households without elderly residenu

See Technical notes at the end of thi« publ ication- p«4>oac».
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As shown in Chart D, home maintenance assistance was the most common form of assistance needed (50.6 

thousand households). The least common form of assistance need d was with the provision of meals (4.0 thousand 
households) (Table 25).

It was also found when estimating the need for future assistance that assistance with home maintenance was 
the most common need with households with elderly residents. 11.1 thousand households indicated they "will” need 
this assistance during the following 12 months and 32.0 thousand households indicated they will "possibly" need 
assistance (Table 27).

HEALTH CARE WITHIN THE HOME

Information was collected about health care received at any time during the 12 months to October 1986 as well 
as health care being received in October 1986.

Just over one hundred thousand (101.6 thousand) households in Victoria received some form of health care 
within the home during the last 12 months. 12.3 per cent of households containing elderly residents received health 
care while 5.0 per cent of households without elderly received health care. The most common form of care was 
personal (56.3 thousand households), followed closely by nursing care (54.2 thousand households) with the least 
frequent being paramedical care (14.4 thousand households) (Table 28). It should be noted be noted that some 
households received assistance with more than one type of care.

CHART E. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING HEALTH CARE IN THE HOME (a) DURING THE LAST 12 
MONTHS, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Nursing care

Personal care

Paramedical care

0 10 20 30 
'000

40 50 60

I Households with elderly residents

[3 Households without elderly residents

(a) Some houiehotds received eseutince with more than one type of care.

Nursing care

During the 12 months to October 1986 73.4 per cent of households that received nursing care did so from 
sources outside the household (Table 34). The majority of this care was provided by nursing services (Table 35). 
During this period 61.4 thousand persons received assistance while the number currently receiving assistance was 19.0 
thousand persons (Table 36).

Personal care

In contrast, the most common source of personal care during the 12 months to October 1986 came from within 
the household i.e. 71.9 per cent of all households receiving personal care (Table 37). Of the 24.9 thousand households 
that received care from outside the home, informal sources was the largest source (39.4 per cent) (Table 38). Personal 
care was most commonly received in the form of showering and washing (35.2 thousand households), followed by 
dressing and grooming (31.6 thousand households) and hairdressing (25.0 thousand households) (Table 39). During 
this period 71.5 thousand persons received personal care, while the number currendy receiving assistance was 41.6 
thousand persons (Table 40).
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Parunedical care

During the 
care from sources

12 months to October 1986 75.0 per cent of households receiving paramedical^ care12 months touctooer ivoo /a.u -------------- ------------- -  r-
outside the household (Table 41)..

receiving

physiotherapy being the most common 
15.9 thousand persons received assistance

noiQ ^auK •♦ly. *»•*'  - ------------------ — ,
type of care received (Table 43). It was shown that over the 12 month period 

while the number currently receiving assistance was 8.7 thousand persons

(Table 44).

Need for care

CHART F HOUSEHOLDS NEEDING HEALTH CaRE IN THE HOME (a) DURING THE LAST 12 
MONTHS, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Personal care

Paramedical care (b)

Nursing care (b)

53210 4 
■000

I Households with elderly residents

@ Households without elderly residents

(a) Some houieholdj needed Miiiunce with more then one i 

percent

; type of care, (b) Eitimarei are rabject to relative itandard enon of between 25 and 50

for Personal care, (7.2 thousand

households), followed by Paramedical care , 
(Table 45). The main reason given why care was currently needed was

- a a _ _ 1_______ MAvli/vAl «wnl%1»me (Tlftf Cfintbecause of medical problems (59.3 per cent

gave this reason) (Table 46).

OTHER SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

Other forms of assistance

The results show that 29.2 thousand
households received assistance with shopping from family members, 

thousand households from formal sources (Jable 47). 47.8

6 7 8

Hospitalisation

Inftvmaiion »lke»l o. hosp^stf"" «»« 
household tasks had a household member in hospital dunng the previous 12 months. 56.3 per cent of households

r UI iiuspiuu uuiuie -------------------- - 1. /T- VI aoi
household member in hospital during the previous 12 months (Table 49).

receiving assistance with health care had a

Assistance matrix

Many of the housenoi^ suryeycu X’XZIn So'sho;'trat’42.3 thousand households receiving

„„„uince with a«^m;;e with gardening and mowing. It should
receiving assistance with transpon147.9with Wi gardening and mowing, and
be noted that some of these 42.3 thousand households receiving
J:nXX^’have^"«--ing other types of assisttmee which cannot be shown on this matrix.
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PART 1: ASSISTANCE WITH HOUSEHOLD TASKS

SECTION 1 OVERVIEW

TABLE 1. ALL HOUSEHOLDS: ASSISTANCE RECEIVED BY HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION AND 
PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Aiustance received with
Households receiving 

assistance (a)
a

Place of residence
and 

Meals housework

Laundry Gardening
and 

mowing
Home 

maintenince Transport Number

Asa 
proportion of 

all households
AU 

houieholdi

HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT ELDERLY RESIDENTS

Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

Total

*3.0
*1.6

4.6

14.4
5:2

19.6

’000
9.9
3.7

13.6

5.9 
*1.7

7.7

4.6
*1.6

25.8
8.4

Per cent
3.6
2.9

’000 
725.3 
284.6

6.3 34.1 3.4 1,009.9

HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS

Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

11.9
7.6

35.6 
n.2

’000
62.6
29.4

72.8
32.5

57.3
24.9

136.6
61.6

Per cent
48.1
46.1

’000 
283.0 
133.4

Total 193 523 92.0 105J 82.2 1973 47.4 416.4

ALL HOUSEHOLDS

Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

14.9 
9.2

50.0
22.5

’000
72.6
33.1

78.8
34.2

61.9
26.5

161.7
69.9

Per cent
16.0
16.7

’000 
1,008.3 

418.0

Total 24.1 723 105.6 113.0 88.4 231.7 16.2 13263

(a) Some houieholdi receive uiiitance with more then one tiik.

TABLE X HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a)-. ASSISTANCE RECEIVED BY 
HOUSEHOLD TYPE (b), VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

AssiiUnce received with
Househdds receiving 

assistance (c)

Household type
and

Meals housework

Laundry Gardening
and 

mowing
Home 

maintenance Transport Number

Asa 
proportion of 

all households
AU 

households

Elderly person living alone 
Married couple only 
Person or married couple with 

their unmarried children 
Elderly person(s) living with 

other relative(s) aged under 60 
Elderly person(s) living with un­

related person(s) aged under 60 
Two or more elderly 

people nec

Total (d)

13.8
3.6

*1.0

**

**

•*

(•) See Explinatoty notes ptragreph 21. (b) See Eiplinatoiy notes paragraph 19. (c) Some households receive assistance with more than ooe task. 

(41 Includet a small number of ‘other’ households.

193

33.0
11.9

4.0

*2.0

*1.1

5X8

’000
56.9
22.4

51.4
30.6

48.7
18.6

100.6
55.7

Percent 
72.7 
35.1

’000 
138.4 
158.4

6.1 11.9 8.1 21.4 33.6 63.6

*2.6 6.6 4.3 11.3 31.9 35.4

** *1.5 *• *2.6 *47.2 5.6

*3.1

9X0

*2.9 *1.6 5.6 44.9 12.4

1053 82.2 1973 47.4 416.4



11
TABLES. HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS fa}: ASSISTANCE RECEIVED BY AGE OF 

RESIDENTS (b), VICTORU, OCTOBER 1986

AirilUmce reoetved widi
Households receiving 

assistsnee (e)

Chancteristici
and 

Meals housework

Laundry Oanfening
and Heme

Age of residents - 
AU residents aged 75 years 

or over
Eldest, but not all residents, 

aged 75 years or over
AU residents aged 

60-74 years
Eldest, but not all 

residents aged 60-74 years

mowing mairtenarwe Transport Number 

'jjoo

Asa 
proportion of 

sllhwicholds

Percent

12.4 25.2 33.2 27.8 31.8 55.6 78.8

**

5.5

**

5.8 7.9 10.8 10.7 22.2 48.0

16.5 41.5 46.7 30.7 86.3 47.4

5.4 9.4 20.0 9.0 33.5 28.5

Total 19J 52.8 9i0 105J 82.2 1973 47.4

AU 
hotiaciioldt

70.5

46.1

182.1

117.7

4164

Elderly status - 
All residents elderly 
Not all residents elderly

18.1 
*1.4

43.9
8.9

80.0
12.1

80.6
24.7

68.3
13.9

154.4
43.1

55.7
30.9 139.4

Total 193 523 9X0 1053 82.2 1973 47.4 4164

(«> See Explanuoiy nolei pangnph 21. (4.1 See Eiplnuloiy nolei paragraph 19. (e) Some houieholdi receive auiitance wilh more Ihm one talk.

TABLE 4. HOUSEHOLDS WITO ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a): ASSISTANCE RECEIVED BY SEX OF 
RESIDENTS (b), VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Airistance received with
Households receiving 

eitistance (c)

Sex oi residenti
and 

Meals housework

Laundry Gardening
nd Home

Asa 
proportion (tf

mowing maintenance Tramipoft Number all homeholds
AU 

households

AU male 
AU female 
Male and female

6,9
7.7
5.0

10.2
23.9
18.7

■000
5.5

55.9
30.7

10.8
45.5
49.0

6.2
44.9
31.0

20.5
87.9
89.1

Percent 
49.3 
78.7 
33.9

’000
41.6

111.6
263.1

Total 193 523 9X0 1053 823 1973 47.4 4164

AU male 
AU female 
Male and female

35.4
39.3
25.3

19.3
45.2
35.4

6.0
60.7
33.3

Percent
10.2
43.2
46.6

7.6
54.7
37.8

10.4
44.5
45.1

49.3
78.7
33.9

10.0
26.8
633

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 47.4 100.0

(a) See Explanatory notea paragraph 21. (b) See Explaiuiory notea paragraph 19. (e) Some houaeholda receive aaaiatance with mote than ooe laalt.
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TABLES. HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a): ASSISTANCE RECEIVED BY 

BIRTHPLACE OF ALL ELDERLY RESIDENTS (b), VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Asttitince received with
Houaeholdx receiving 

aiiijiance (ci

Birthplace of aU 
elderly residents

and
Meats housework

Laundry Gardening
and Home

mowing maintenance

Asa 
proportion of 

Transport Number all households
AU 

householda

Australia
Australia and other 
United Kingdom 
Europe
Other

13.8

*1.1
*2.6
*1.1

39.4 
*1.6
4.4
5.4

*2.0

■000
70.3 
*2.0
5.9

11.1
*2.7

77.8
4.3
8.0

11.4
3.7

56.7 
•1.3
8.1

12.1
3.9

140.8
6.5

15.7
27.1
7.4

Percent
49.2
37.5
46.2
42.7
48.6

'000
286.3

17.3
34.0
63.6
15.2

Total 19J 52.8 92.0 105J 82.2 197.5 47.4 416.4

(•) SeeExpl«utorynoleip*rigriph21.  (h) SeeExpUraloiynaeipmgniph20. (c) SamciattAoUtmxnemiilmxviAmonlhmoncUtk.

TABLE 6. HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a): MAIN REASON ASSISTANCE 
RECEIVED, OCTOBER, VICTORIA 1986

Main reason
’000

Medical problems
Expectant/nursing mother
Family in crisis
Handicapped person 
Other
Convenience/willing to pay/not a domiciliary service (b)

Total

19.4
5.1
3.9

*2.3
*3.0

106.4

140.2

Medical problems (13.9%)

Convenience/ 
willing to pay/

a
a

not a domiciliary service (b)
(75.9%)

Expectant/ nursing mother (3.6%)
. Family in crisis (2.8%)
\ Handicapped person (*1.7%)
J Other (*2.1%)

fa) See Explenalory no<ei paragraph 20. (b) See Explanatory notei paragraph 6.
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SECTION 2 MEALS

TABLE 7. ALL HOUSEHOLDS: SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE fa) WITH MEALS BY HOUSEHOLD 
COMPOSITION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Source of assistance
Households receiving 

assistance (b)

Characteristics Informal Formal Number
As a proportion of 

all households All households

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

Total

’000 Per cent ■000

3.9
8.6 12.1

4.6
19.5

0.5
4.7

1,009.9
416.4

123 12.7 24.1 1.7 1,4263

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

7.9
4.6

8.1
4.6

14.9
9.2

1.5
2.2

1,008.3
418.0

Total 123 12.7 24.1 1.7 1,4263

(a) See Explanatory note, paragraph 11. (b) Some houKhoUi teceive aaiiitance from both informal and fonnal aourcea.

TABLE 8. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH MEALS: SOURCE OF ASSISTANCE (a) BY 
FREQUENCY OF SERVICE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 198S

From informal sources From formal sources

Frequency ’000 Per cent ’000 Percent

Days per week - 
Six to Seven 
Five 
One to four

When needed or required

Total <b)

*2.6 
»*

5.4 
3.7

*20.3
**

43.1
29.2

*1.6
8.2

*2.7
*•

*12.7 
64.3

*21.4
**

123 100.0 12.7 100.0

(a) See Explanatory notea paragraph 11. (b) Includea a small number of houaeholda receiving aaaiatance inegulariy.
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TABLE 9. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING FORMAL ASSISTANCE WITH MEALS: MAIN SOURCE, 

VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Main source ’000

Other 
(*8.7%)

Meals on wiiceis 
Other

11.6 
•1.1

Total 12.7

Meals on Wheels 
(91.3%)

TABLE 10. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING FORMAL ASSISTANCE WITH MEALS: LENGTH OF TIME 
ASSISTANCE RECEIVED, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Length of time ■000

Less than one year 
One or more years

Total

4.8
8.0

12.7 1 or more years 
(62.6%)

Less than 1 year 
(37.4%)



15

SECTIONS LAUNDRY AND HOUSEWORK

TABLE 11. ALL HOUSEHOLDS: SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE (a) WITH LAUNDRY AND HOUSEWORK 
BY HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Source of assistance
Households receiving 

assistance (Z>)

Characteristics Informal Formal Number
As a proportion of 

all households All households

’000 Percent ’000

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

Total

10.8
14.7

25.6

10.3
40.4

50.6

19.6
52.8

72.5

1.9
12.7

5.1

1,009.9
416.4

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

18.0
7.6

34.7
15.9

50.0
22.5

5.0
5.4

1,008.3
418.0

Total 25.6 50.6 72.5 5.1 1,4263

(a) SeeExplMutoiynMeipmgraphll. (t) Some houKholdi receive miiUnce from both irfoimil and foimal tourcei.

TABLE 12. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH LAUNDRY AND HOUSEWORK: 
SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE (a) BY FREQUENCY OF SERVICE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

From informal sources From formal sources

Frequency ’000 Per cent ’000 Percent

Days per week - 
Three to seven 
Two
One

About fortnightly 
Irregularly

Total

3.6
*2.2

7.8
*2.3

9.7

25.6

14.2
*8.7
30.6
*8.8
37.8

*1.8
4.6

24.5 
17.7 
*1.4

*3.5
9.0

48.4
35.1
*4.1

100.0 50.6 100.0

See Eipbmlory notei pvigr»ph 11.

TABLE 13. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING FORMAL ASSISTANCE WITH LAUNDRY AND HOUSEWORK; 
MAIN SOURCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Main source ’000
Nappy service 

(*2.1%)

Other 
(*2.7%)

Council home help 
Paid help 
Nappy service 
Other

31.5 
16.7 
*1.1
*1.4

Paid help 
(32.9%)

Total 50.6

' Council 
home help 

(62.2%)
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TABLE 14. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING FORMAL ASSISTANCE WITH LAUNDRY AND HOUSEWORK: 

LENGTH OF TIME ASSISTANCE RECEIVED, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Number of 
years

Less than 
one One Two Three Four

Five or 
mote Total

16.6 8.0
’000

8.2 3.8 *3.1 10.9 50.6

1 year

2 years

3 years

4 years (a)

5 or more years

Less than 1 year

12
’000

14 16 18

ffl) Estimate is subject to a relative standard error of between 25 and 50 per cent.
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SECTION 4 GARDENING AND MOWING

TABLE 15. ALL HOUSEHOLDS; SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE fa) WITH GARDENING AND MOWING 
BY HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION, PLACE OF RESIDENCE AND TYPE OF DWELLING, VICTORIA, 

OCTOBER 1986

Source of assistance
Households receiving 

assistance (b)

Characteristics Informal Formal Number
As a proportion 

of all households All households

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

Total

8.5
31.5

40.1

'000

5.2
61.8

13.6
92.0

Per cent

1.3
22.1

’000

1,009.9
416.4

67.0 105.6 7.4 1,426J

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

25.9
14.1

47.9
19.1

72.6
33.1

7.2
7.9

1,008.3
418.0

Total 40.1 67.0 105.6 7.4 1326J

Type of Dwelling - 
House
Flat

38.4 
*1.6

58.7
8.4

95.6 
10.0

7.8
5.1

1230.7
195.6

Total 40.1 67.0 105.6 7.4 1,426J

(a) Sec Explanatoiy notes paragraph 11. (b) Some houaeholdt receive aasiitance from both infoimal and formal sources.

TABLE 16. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH GARDENING AND MOWING: SOURCES 
(a), VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Sources
Informal 

sources Paid help
Council gardening/ 

mowing service Other
All 

households

40.1
•000 

61.8 3.5 *1.9 105.6

Paid help

Other (b)

Council gardening/ 
mowing service

Informal sources

0 10 20 30
'000

40 50 60 70

(») Some hooieholdi receive uiiitince from more then one lource. (t) Kitimtle ii (object to a relative (tandard eiror of between 25 and 50 per cent



18 ASSISTANCE WITH GARDENING AND MOWING: LENGTH
TiDirn HfMNFHOLDS RECEIVING --------------------

OF TIME ASSISTANCE RECEIVED, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Number of 
years

Less than 
one One Two Three Four Five

Six or 
more Total

26.5 105.68.66.110.215.110.728.3

Less than 1 year

1 year

2 years

3 years

4 years

5 years

6 or more years

’000

30

’000
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SECTIONS HOME MAINTENANCE

TABLE 18. ALL HOUSEHOLDS: SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE (a) WITH HOME MAINTENANCE 
DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS BY HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITTON, PLACE OF RESIDENCE, AND 

TYPE OF DWELLING, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Source of assistance
Households receiving 

assistance (b)

Characteristics Informal Formal Number
As a proportion 

of all households All households

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

6.2
27.9

Total 34.1

’000

*1.9
83.8

85.7

Per cent ’000

7.7
105.3

113.0

0.8
25.3

1,009.9
416.4

7.9

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

24.7
9.4

59.3
26.4

78.8
34.2

7.8
8.2

1,008.3
418.0

Total 34.1 85.7 113.0 7.9 1,4263

Type of Dwelling- 
House 
Flat

29.6
4.3

67.8
17.9

92.1
20.9

7.5
10.7

1.230.7
195.6

Total 34.1 85.7 113.0 7.9 1,4263

(a) See ExplaniiOTy notes paragraph 11. (b) Some households received assistance from botli informal and formal sources.

TABLE 19. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH HOME MAINTENANCE DURING THE 
LAST 12 MONTHS: SOURCES (a), VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Informal

Sources sources

Paid 

help

Council home 

handyman 

service

Ministry of 

housing

Other tandloid 

/body cotporate 

/housing Conununity
cooperative etc. organisation Other

All 

households

33.9 67.2
'000

7.6 7.0 *3.0 *1.6 *1.5 113.0

Informal sources

Paid help 
Council home 

handyman service 

Ministry of Housing 
Other landlord/ body corporate/ 

housing cooperative etc. (b) 
Community organisation (b)

Other (b)

0 10 20 30 40 50
’000

60 70

(a) Sane households received asiisunce from more thin one source, fh) RssimiSr is subject to a telstive standard error of betsveen 25 and SO per 

ceta.
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TABLE 20. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH HOME MAINTENANCE DURING THE 

LAST 12 MONTHS: TYPES OF ASSISTANCE <a) AND AGE OF RESIDENTS, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Types of assistance

Household composition Minor repairs Minor alterations Other chores AU households

’000
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

Total

5.9
77.0

82.9

*2.6
28.3

30.9

*3.0
24.6

7.7
105.3

27.6 113.0

Minor repairs

Minor alterations (b) @ Households without 
elderly residents

Other chores (b)
I Households with elderly 

residents

0 10 20 30 40 
’000

50 60 70 80

(a) Some households received more than one type of assistance, (b) Estimate for households without elderly residents, is subject to a relative 

standard error of between 25 and 50 per cent
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SECTION 6 TRANSPORT

TABLE 21. ALL HOUSEHOLDS: SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE (a) WITH TRANSPORT BY HOUSEHOLD 
COMPOSITION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Source of assistance
Households receiving 

assistance (b)

Characteristics Informal Formal Number
As a proportion 

of all households All households

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

'000 Per cent ’000

Total

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

Total

4.8
60.2

*2.3
33.6

6.3
82.2

0.6
19.7

1,009.9
416.4

64.9

45.8
19.1

64.9

35.9

26.2
9.8

35.9

88.4

61.9
26.5

88.4

6.2

6.1
6.3

6.2

1,426J

1,008.3
418.0

1,426J

(a) See Explanatory notes paragraph 11. (b) Some households receive assistance from both infoimal and formal sources.

TABLE 22. HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH 
TRANSPORT: PLACE OF RESIDENCE BY CAR OWNERSHIP, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Place of residence
Households receiving 

assistance

Car ownership

Melbourne 
Statistical 
Division

Rest of 
Victoria

As a proportion AU
Number of aU households households

’000 Per cent ’000

Household owns car
Household does not own car

15.7
41.6

5.4
19.5

21.1
61.1

6.9
54.3

303.9
112.5

Total S7J 24.9 82.2 19.7 416.4
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TABLE 23. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH TRANSPORT: SOURCES fa) VICTORIA, 

OCTOBER 1986

Sources

Informal 

sources

Taxi 
companies- 

con cession

Taxi 
companies- 

other

Hospital/ 

health/ 
medical Community 

centre organisation Ambulance

Council 

community 

bus Other

AU 
boiifehold*

64.9 16.9 6.6 6.3
■000

3.9 *2.9 *1.6 *1.5 88.4

Informal sources

Taxi companies- concession

Taxi companies- other

Hospital/ health/ medical centre

Community organisation

Ambulance (b)

Council/ community bus (b)

Other (b)

I
I

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
’000

(a) Some houieholdi receive uiiiunce from more than one lource. (b) Eiiimile is lubjecl to i relative nandard error of between 25 and 50 per cent

TABLE 24. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING ASSISTANCE WITH TRANSPORT: DESTINATIONS fa) 
VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Destinations Shopping
Hospital/health/ 

medical centre Recreational Meals centre Other
AU 

households

’000
51.2 45.2 36.8 *1.4 7.0 88.4

Hospital/ health/ medical centre

Recreational

Meals centre (b)

Other

Shopping

4020100 30 
’000

50 60

(a) Some households receive assistance with transport to more than one destination, (b) Estimte is subject to a relative standard error of between 25 

and SO per cent.
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SECTION? NEED

TABLE 25.TABLE 25. HOUSEHOLDS REPORTING UNMET NEED FOR ASSISTANCE: TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
NEEDED BY LEVEL OF UNMET NEED, HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE,

VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986
(’000)

Households reporting unmet need for assistance with (a)

Characteristics Meals
Laundry and 

housework
Gardening and 

mowing
Home 

maintenance Transport

Level of unmet need - 
No assistance received 
Partial assistance received

Total

*2.7
*1.3

4.0

10.4
4.3

14.7

18.0
14.3
32.4

29.0
21.6
50.6

5.7
5.7

11.4

Household composition - 
With no elderly residents 
Wilh elderly residents

Total

*»
*3.3

4.0

7.4
7.3

14.7

6.6
25.7
32.4

6.9
43.7
50.6

••

10.6
11.4

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 

t of Victoria
Total

*2.2
*1.8

4.0

8.7
6.0

14.7

22.4
10.0
32.4

36.3
14.3
50.6

8.2
*3.2
11.4

(a) Some households reported need for unmet assistance wilh more than one task.

TABLE 26 HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT ELDERLY RESIDENTS (fl): CURRENTLY NEEDING 
ASSISTANCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

MAIN REASON ANY ASSISTANCE IS 
NEEDED

MAIN REASONS DOMICILIARY 
ASSISTANCE NOT RECEIVED

Main reason ’000 Main reason ’000

Medical problems 
Family in crisis 
Expeclant/nursing mother 
Other 
Convenience/willing to pay/ 
not a domiciliary service

9.3 
*2.7 
*1.8 
*2.6

25.6

Total 42.0

Too costly
Don’t know how to arrange 
Wish to be independent 
No family assistance available 
Other

Total

6.6 
*3.4 
*2.9 
*1.3 
*2.2

16.4

Convenience/ 
willing to pay/ 

not a domiciliary 
service (b) 
(60.9%)

Medical problems
. (22.3%)

—1 Family in crisis 
(*6.4%)  

y Expectant/
■y nursing mother
/ (*4.3%)

Other
(*6.1%)

Other 
(*13.5%)

No family 7 
assistance / 
available / 
(*7.8%)

Wish to be 
independent 

(*17.8%)

Too costly 
t (40.2%)

Don’t know how to arrange 
(*20.8%)

(«) SeeExpian*torynote«p*rt<™ph2i-  (h) See Expbnatoiy imxm p«|raph 6.
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TABLE 27. HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS NEITHER RECEIVING OR NEEDING 

ASSISTANCE fa): HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION BY ANTICIPATED NEED FOR ASSISTANCE WITH 
SELECTED HOUSEHOLD TASKS WITHIN THE NEXT 12 MONTHS VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986 

(’000)

Anticipated need Meals
Laundry and 

housework
Gardening and 

and mowing
Home 

maintenance

ALL RESIDENTS ELDERLY

Will need assistance
Will possibly need assistance 
Unlikely to need assistance 
Will not need assistance

*1.1
11.3
43.5

207.3

*2.7
10.6
36.6

190.1

8.4
21.2

129.0

8.1
24.5
41.7

158.7

Total 263.1 234.0 1S9.5 233.1

NOT ALL RESIDENTS ELDERLY

Will need assistance
Will possibly need assistance 
Unlikely to need assistance 
Will not need assistance

*1.1
*2.4
8.5

126.8

**

*1.7
9.3

119.7

*1.5
6.5

111.7

*3.0
7.'

10.6
105.9

Total 138.7 131J 120.6 126.9

ALL HOUSEHOLDS

WiU need assistance
Will possibly need assistance 
Unlikely to need assistance 
Will not need assistance

*2.2
13.7
51.9

334.0

*3.4
12.2
45.9

309.8

*1.7
9.9

27.6
240.8

11.1
32.0
52.3

264.6

Total 401.2 3713 280.1 360.0

(a) See Eiplenatory notes pangnph 21.
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PART 2: HEALTH CARE WITHIN THE HOME

SECTION 1 OVERVIEW

TABLE 28. ALL HOUSEHOLDS: CARE RECEIVED DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS BY HOUSEHOLD 
COMPOSITION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Care received Households receiving care (a)

Place of residence Nursing Personal Paramedical
As a proportion All

Number of all households households

HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT ELDERLY RESIDENTS

’000
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

16.1
7.4

18.8
7.9

4.9
*2.5

35.1
15.5

Per cent 
4.8 
5.4

’000 
725.3 
284.6

Total 23.5 26.7 7.4 50.6 5.0 1/109.9

HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS

’000
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

18.9
11.9

18.5
11.1

5.0
*2.1

31.9
19.2

Percent
11.3
14.4

’000 
283.0 
133.4

Total 30.8 29.6 7.1 51.0 12.3 416.4

ALL HOUSEHOLDS

’000
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

35.0 
19.3

37.3
19.0

9.9
4.5

67.0 
34.6

Per cent 
6.6 
8.3

’000 
1,008.3 

418.0

Total 543 563 14.4 101.6 7.1 1,426J

(a) Some households received assisunce with more than one type of care.

TABLE 29. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING CARE: MAIN REASON HEALTH CARE RECEIVED DURING 
THE LAST 12 MONTHS VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Main reason ’000

Medical problems 
Convenience/willing to pay 
Age/ffailty 
Handicapped person 
ExpectantAiursing mother 
Other

67.7
11.8
10.4
5.8
5.4
**

Expectant/ 
nursing mother 

(5.3%)

Handicapped person f 
(5.7%)

Age/frailty / \ \ 
(10.3%) / \\

Other 
.(**)

Total 101.6
Convenience/ 
willing to pay 

(11.6%) Medical 
problems 
(66.7%)
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TABLE 30. HOU.SEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENT.S (a): CARE RECEIVED DURING THE LAST 12 
MONTHS BY HOUSEHOLD TYPE <b), VICTORIA. OCTOBER Z

Caie received Households receiving care (c)

Household type Nursing Personal Paramedical
As a proportion All

Number of all households households

Elderly person Uving alone 
Married couple only 
Person or married couple 

with their unmarried children
Elderly person(s) living with 

other relative(s) aged under 60
All other households

Total

10.4
10.0

4.4

4.4 
*1.5

304

’000
7.1

11.4
*2.9
*1.9

14.6
18.3

Per cent
10.5
11.5

’000 
138.4 
158.4

5.9 *1.4 9.1 14.3 63.6

4.0 
*1.1

29.6

**

**

7.1

6.9 
*2.2

51.0

19.4 
*10.7

12.3

35.4
20.6

4164
Ww SecE,pUn.u„y„«e.p«,g„^,9. W S™. household, .^ived wiU. U-„ type

TABLE 31. householdsAWTH ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a)-. CARE RECEiVEu ouk 
MONTHS BY AGE OF RESIDENTS (b), VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

CARE RECEIVED DURING THE LAST 12

Care received Households receiving care fc)

Characteristics Nursing Personal Paramedical
As a proportion 

Number of all households
AU 

households

Age of residents -
All residents aged 75 years or over 
Eldest, but not all residents, 

aged 75 years or over
AU residents aged 60-74 years
Eldest, but not aU residents 

aged 60-74 years

Total

’000 Per cent ’000

8.6

8.1
8.5

5.6

304

6.5 *1.6 12.0 17.1 70.5

7.1
8.8

*1.8
*2.8

11.2
16.0

24.2
8.8

46.1
182.1

7.2

29.6

**

7.1

11.8

51.0
10.0

12J
Elderly status - 

AU residents elderly 
Not all residents el^rly

Total

117.7

4164

21.8 
9.0

304

18.9
10.7

29.6

5.5
*1.6

7.1

34.1
16.9

51.0

12.3
12.1

124

277.0
139.4

416.4
WJ«E.pUn..o,nou.p..g„ph21. SeeE.pl.n.u.0.nou.p..»g„^ (e) Sun,e...eho.d.:e«ived„.i.uncewdhnvxeU,.n«



27
TABLE 32. HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a): CARE RECEIVED DURING THE LAST 12 

MONTHS BY SEX OF RESIDENTS (b), VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Care received Households receiving care (c)

Sex of residents Nursing Personal Paramedical
As a proportion All

Number of all households households

All male 
All female 
Male and female

*2.4 
10.2 
18.2

’000 
*1.8

6.7
21.2

*3.3
*3.3

*3.4
13.9
33.7

Percent 
*8.1 
12.5 
12.8

’000
41.6

111.6
263.1

Total 30.8 29.6 7.1 51.0 12.3 416.4

All male 
All female 
Male and female

*7.9
33.1
59.0

*5.8
22.6
71.5

Per cent
*•

*46.7
*45.9

*6.6
27.3
66.1

*8.1
12.5
12.8

10.0
26.8
63.2

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 12J 100.0

(a) Sec Explcnatoiy notei paragraph 21. (b) See Explanatory notes paragraph 19. (ej Some households received assistance with more than one type 

of care.

TABLE 33. HOUSEHOLDS WITH ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a)-. CARE RECEIVED DURING THE LAST 12 
MONTHS BY BIRTHPLACE OF ALL (b) ELDERLY RESIDENTS, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Care received Households receiving care (c)

Birthplace of all 
elderly residents Nursing Personal Paramedical

As a proportion All
Number of all households households

Australia 
Australia and other 
United Kingdom 
Europe 
Other

21.8
*1.6
*1.3
4.3

*1.8

’000 
21.6 
*2.5 
*2.1 
*2.8

*•

4.9 
**
**
**
**

35.7
3.6
3.7
5.6

*2.4

Percent 
12.5 
20.6 
10.8 
8.8

*15.9

’000 
286.3

17.3
34.0
63.6
15.2

Total 30.8 29.6 7.1 51.0 12J 416.4

(a) See Explanatory notes paragraph 21. (b) Sec Explanatoiy notes paragraph 20. (c) Some households received assistance with more than one type 

of care.
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SECTION 2 NURSING CARE

TABLE 34. ALL HOUSEHOLDS: SOURCES OF NURSING CARE fa) DU^OTHEL^UMffl^ 
BY HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1984

Source of care Households receiving care (b)

Characteristics

Within the 
household

Outside the 
household Number

As a proportion 
of all households AU households

■000 Percent ■000

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

Total

14.8
10.5

253

13.0
26.8

39.8

23.5
30.8

54.2

2.3
7.4

1.009.9
416.4

l/tKJ

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

17.5
7.8

25.2
14.6

35.0
19.3

3.5
4.6

1,008.3
418.0

Total 253 393 54.2 3A 1324J

I from both iniide «nd ouuide die houKhoU.fa) See Explaniloiy notee pwegreph 12. (b) Some houieholdi received care

TABLE 35.
CABLE 35 HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING NURSING CARE FROM SOURCES O'UTMDE. THE 
iSuSEHOLD (a) DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS: SOURCES OF CARE (b), VICTORIA, 

OCTOBER 1986

Sources of care

Community 
health service AU householdsNursing serviceInformal sources

•3.06.8

Informal sources

Nursing service

Hospital staff

■000 
28.6

Community 
health service (c)

Hospital staff

393

■000

ft) Exchidei a imall number of hooaeholdl receiving aaiiitance from 'other'
(a) Some houieholda received care from more than one louree.

source*.
1. (e) Eilimateinol^ect to a relative nandatdenor of between 25 and 50 per cent.

TABLE 36 HOUSEHOLDS AND PERSONS: NURSING CARE (a) CURRENTLY RECEIVED AND
TABLE 36. VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1984

(■000)

Care received by

Nursing care
Households Penoas

Nursing care currently received
All nursing care lecdved during the during 12 months

183
543

19.0
613

fa) See ExptanMoiy noaea parafiapb 11
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SECTIONS PERSONAL CARE

TABLE 37. ALL HOUSEHOLDS:
BY HOUSEHOLD

iEHOLDS: SOURCES OF PERSONAL CARE (a) DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS 
COMPOSITION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Source of care Households receiving care (b)

Characteristics

Within the 
household

Outside the 
household Number

As a proportion 
of all households All households

’000 Percent ’000

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

Total

20.2
20.3

8.6
16.2

26.7
29.6

2.6
7.1

1,009.9
4164

40.5 24.9 56.3 4.0 14263

Place of residence -
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of 'Victoria

26.5
14.0

16.9
8.0

37.3
19.0

3.7
4.6

1008.3
418.0

Total 403 24.9 56.3 4.0 14263

(a) See Explenelory notes pirigraph 12. (b) Some households received cere1 from both inside end ouuide Ihe household.

,. HOUSEHOLDS RECEITO.G P™ON^ CARE;,

Sources of care
All householdsPaid helpNursing serviceInformal sources

Informal sources

Nursing service

Paid help

Other (b)

Other

’000

(b) Estimtte is subject to a relative standard error of between 25 and 50 per cent

.9
’000 
8.2

(a) Some households received care from more than the one source.



30

TABLE 39. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING PERSONAL CARE DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS: TYPES 
(a) OF CARE RECEIVED, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Types of care
Showering/ 

washing

Dressing/ 
personal 

grooming Hairdressing
Eating/ 

drinking Other
AU 

households

35.2 31.6
’000

25.0 15.6 *2.0 56J

Other (b)

Showering/ washing

Dressing/ 
personal grooming

Hairdressing

Eating/ drinking

0 10 20 
’000

30 40

(a) Some houtcholdi received uiiitance with more than one type of care.

TABLE 40. HOUSEHOLDS AND PERSONS: PERSONAL CARE (a) CURRENTLY RECEIVED AND 
RECEIVED DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

(’000)

Care received by

Personal care Households Persons

Personal care currently received
All personal care received during the last 12 months

29.8
56.3

41.6
71.5

(a) See Explanatory notes paragraph 12,
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SECTION 4 PARAMEDICAL CARE

TABLE 41. ALL HOUSEHOLDS: SOURCES OF PARAMEDICAL CARE faj DURING THE LAST 12 
MONTHS BY HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION AND PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Sources of care Households receiving care (b)

Characteristics
Within the 
household

Outside the 
household Number

As a proportion 
of all households All households

’OOO Per cent ’000

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

Total

3.7
*1.5

4.3
6.4

7.4
7.1

0.7
1.7

1,009.9
416.4

S.l 10.8 14.4 1.0 1,426J

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Slatishcal Division 
Rest of Victoria

*3.4
*1.7

7.6
*3.2

9.9
4.5

1.0
1.1

1008.3
418.0

Total 5.1 10.8 14.4 1.0 1,426J

(a) Sm Explanatory notes paragraph 12. (b) Some households received care from both inside and ouuide the household.

TABLE 42. HOUSEHOLDS RECEIVING PARAMEDICAL CARE FROM SOURCES OUTSIDE THE 
HOUSEHOLD (a) DURING THE LAST 12 MONTHS: SOURCES OF CARE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Sources of care

Community 
health service Other AU householdsHospital staffNursing service

Nursing service (b)

Other (b)

Hospital staff (b)

Community 
health service (b)

Paid help

Paid help

10.8

’000

(a) Some bousehold received care from more than one source. (b) Ejlimaw ii aubjecl to ■ relative standard error of between 25 and 50 per cent
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TABLE 43.
paramedical care during

Types of care Physiotherapy Podiatry
Occupational 

therapy
Speech 
therapy Other

All 
households

’000
4.7 *2.6 *1.8 *1.1

Physiotherapy

Speech therapy (b)

Other (b)

Podiatry

Occupational therapy (b)

7.3

’000

144

8

(o) Some houtcholdg received 

percent
MJutmce wilh more lh«n one type of c«re. (b) Eilinnteii

it lubjeet to > relative itandiri eiror of between 25 and 50

TABLE 44. HOUSEHOLDS AND PERSONS:
AND

Paramedical care

Paramedical care currently received ~
All paramedical care received during the last 12 months

(a) See Eaplanatoiy notei paragtaph 12.

Care received by

Households Persons

7.7
14.4

8.7
15.9
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SECTIONS NEED

TABLE 45. HOUSEHOLDS REPORTING UNMET NEED FOR CARE SERVICES DURING THE LAST 12 
MONTHS: TYPE OF CARE NEEDED BY LEVEL OF UNMET NEED, HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION, AND 

PLACE OF RESIDENCE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986 
(’000)

Households reporting unmet 
needs for care (a)

Characteristics Nursing Personal Paramedical

Level of unmet need - 
No assistance received 
Partial assistance received

*1.1 
3.7

*1.1
6.1

3.9
*1.7

Total 4.8 S.6

Household composition - 
Without elderly residents 
With elderly residents

*2.2
*2.6

3.5
3.8

■*2.8
*2.9

Total 4.8 72 5.6

Place of residence - 
Melbourne Statistical Division 
Rest of Victoria

3.6
*1.2

4.7 
*2.5

4.1
*1.6

Total 4.8 7.2 5.6

12

(a) Some households needed assistance with more than one type of care.

TABLE 46. HOUSEHOLDS CURRENTLY NEEDING CARE, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

MAIN REASON CARE IS NEEDED MAIN REASON CARE NOT RECEIVED

Main reason '000 Main reason '000

Medical problems 
Age/frailty 
Handicapped person 
Other

5.2 
*2.2 
*1.1

**

Total 8.7

Wish to be independent 
Don’t know how to arrange 
Too costly 
None available 
Other

*1.9
*1.7 
*1.5
*1.1
*2.4

Total 8.7

Handicapped 
person 

(*12.7%)  /

Other 
(**)

Other 
(*27.0%)

Wish to be 
independent 
, (*22.3%)

Age/ frailty 
(*25.6%)

Medical 
problems 
(59.3%)

None \ 
available \ 
(*13.0%)

' Don’t know 
how to arrange 

(*19.7%)

Too costly 
(*17.9%)
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PART 3: OTHER SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS

SECTION 1 OTHER ASSISTANCE

TABLE 47. HOUSEHOLDS WITH ALL ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a): OTHER ASSISTANCE RECEIVED 
FROM FORMAL S0URCF5, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986 

(’000)

Assistance received Households

Library service
Companion sitting/respite care 
Shopping/grocery delivery 
Social visits
Other

*1.4
*1.1

6.1
5.2

AU households 277.0

(a) See Expluulory notes piragnph 21.

TABLE 48. HOUSEHOLDS WITH ALL ELDERLY RESIDENTS (a): OTHER ASSISTANCE RECEIVED 
WHEN FAMILY MEMBERS OR FRIENDS VISIT, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986 

(’000)

Assistance received Households

Shopping
Check well being 
Pay accounts/biUs 
Other

29.2
47.8
11.6 
*2.2

All households 277.0

(a) See Explanatory notes pangnph 21.
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SECTION 2 hospitalisation

TABLE 49.
BY

Services received

12 MONTHSresidents during the lastsaasKSBSsa.domiciliary services received,

At least one 
resident hospitalised

No resident 
Hospitabsed Number

As a proportion 
of all households Total

•000
Per cent ’000

Assistance received -
Meals
Laundry and housework
Gardening and mowing
Home maintenance
Transport

All households receiving assistance

13.5
40.6
75.0
81.0
59.0

1583

10.6
31.8
30.6
32.0
29.4

73.4

44.1
43.9
29.0
28.3
33.2

31.7

24.1
72.5

105.6
113.0

88.4

231.7

Care received- 
Nursing care 
Personal care 
Paramedical care

All households receiving care

All households

18.1
23.7

8.4

44.4

1,0813

36.1
32.6
6.0

57.1

344.9

66.6
57.9
41.9

56.3

24.2

54.2
56.3
14.4

101.6

1,426.3
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SECTION 3 ASSISTANCE MATRIX

Many of the households surveyed received more than one type of assistance. Table 50 shows—----------- - .u.,oycu recciveo more man one type ot assistance. Table 50 shows patterns of
receipt across any two types of assistance. The following paragraph describes a method for using this matrix t^le.

The number of households receiving each type of assistance is listed across the bottom of the table Select one 
type of aMistance from the list of tasks described across the top of the table. Then select a second type of assistance 
from thft ll.Qf of tncVc HacpfiKaH m fhn laO mi__ .L. a - -from the list of tasks described in the left-hand column. Where the column and 
the number of households who received both types of assistance.

row intersect within the table denotes

By way of example, the column headed ‘Meals’ shows that 24.1 thousand householdsX,, column neaaeo Meats’ snows that 24.1 thousand households were receiving
assistant with meals, and of these 16.9 thousand were also receiving assistance with laundry and housework From the 
txtiumn he^ed Laundry and housework’, it is shown that 72.5 thousand households were receiving assistance with this 
task, and of these 16.9 thousand were also receiving assistance with meals.

TABLE 50. HOUSEHOLDS: TYPES OF ASSISTANCE AND HEALTH CARE MATRIX VICTORIA 
OCTOBER 1986

(’000)

Types of assistance Meals

Laundry 
and Gardening

house­
work

and
Home 
main-

mowing tenance Transport

Para­
Nursing Personal medical

care care care
Meals
Laundry and housework 
Gardening and mowing 
Home maintenance
Transport
Nursing care
Personal care
Paramedical care

16.9
10.3
8.4

14.1
5.9
4.5 

'■1.6

16.9

33.7 
23.2
27.3
11.2 
10.7
*2.6

10.3
33.7

46.7 
42.3 
13.0
13.1
3.5

8.4
23.2
46.7

35.8 
12.7
12.4 
*3.1

14.1
27.3
42.3
35.8

13.7
12.9
4.1

5.9 
11.2 
13.0 
12.7 
13.7

All households receiving 
assistance 24,1 723 105.6 113.0 88.4

18.8
3.7

4.5
10.7
13.1
12.4
12.9
18.8

4.4

*1.6
*2.6

3.5
*3.1

4.1
3.7
4.4

54.2 563 14.4
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TECHNICAL NOTES

The figures contained in this publication are 
estimates based on a sample of approximately 6,500 
households in Victoria in October 1986. These
estimates may differ firom the fsgures that would have 
been produced if data had been collected from all 
households in Victoria. One measure of the reliability 
of an estimate is known as its ‘standard error’.

There are about two chances in three (67 per 
cent) that an estimate will differ by less than one 
standard error from the figure that would have been 
obtained if all households had been included in the 
survey. There are about nineteen chances in twenty 
(95 per cent chance) that the difference will be less 
than two standard errors.

A standard error expressed as a percentage of 
the estimate is known as ‘relative standard error’. For 
example, if an estimate of 4,000 has a standard error of 
l,0(X) then the estimate has a relative standard error of 
1,000/4,000 X 100 = 25 per cent The relative standard 
error is a useful measure in that it provides an 
immediate indication of the percentage errors likely to 
have occurred due to sampUng.

Estimates below 1,000 are excluded from this 
publication and are replaced with two asterisks (**)  
because they are subject to high relative standard errors 
(more than 50 per cent). Although figures for these 
small components can in some cases be derived by 
subtraction they should not be regarded as reliable.

Estimates between 1,000 and 3,400 have been 
included in this publication preceded by an asterisk, for 
example *1.6.  This is to highlight the need for care in 
using the data because of the high relative standard 
error (between 25 and 50 per cent).

An example of the calculation and use of 
standard errors is as follows. From Table 7 we see that 
in October 1986, there were an estimated 19,500 
households with elderly residents who were receiving 
some assistance with meals provision. Referring to 
Table A (on page 38), an estimate of 19,500 has a 
standard error of approximately 2,000. There are
therefore two chances in three that the number that 
would have been produced if all households had been 
included in the survey lies in the range 19,500 - 2,000 
= 17,500 and 19,500 + 2,000 = 21,500. There are 
nineteen chances in twenty that the number lies in the 
range 19,500 - (2 x 2,000) = 15,500 and 19,500 + (2 x 
2,000) = 23,500.
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TABLE A. STANDARD ERROR OF ESTIMATES (a), 
SURVEY OF USE OF DOMICIUARY SERVICES, VICTORIA, OCTOBER 1986

Size of 
estimate 

(•000)

Standard 
error of 

esdmate 
(•000)

Relative 
standard 
error (b) 

(Per cent)

There are about two 
chances in three that the 
actual population figure 
will fall in the range (b) 

(•000)

There are about nineteen 
chances in twenty that the 

actual population figure 
will fall in the range 

rooo)

1.0
1.3
1.5
1.8
2.0
2.5
3.0
3.5
4.0
4.5
5.0
6.0

10.0
20.0
50.0

100.0
200.0
300.0
500.0

1,000.0
2,000.0

0.5 
0.6 
0.6 
0.7 
0.7
0.8 
0.8 
0.9 
1.0 
1.0
1.1
1.2 
1.5 
2.0 
2.9 
3.7
4.8 
5.5 
6.5 
8.1 
9.9

48.7 
42.8 
39.8
36.3
34.4
30.7
27.9
25.7
24.0
22.5
21.3 
19.3 
14.5
9.8 
5.7 
3.7
2.4
1.8
1.3 
0.8 
0.5

0.5 
0.7 
0.9
1.1
1.3 
1.7 
2.2
2.6

1.5
1.9
2.1
2.5
2.7
3.3
3.8
4.4

3.0 - 5.0
3.5
3.9
4.8
8.5

5.5
6.1
7.2
11.5

18.0 - 22.0
47.1
96.3

195.2
294.5
493.5
991.9

52.9
103.7
204.8
305.5
506.5
1,008.1

1,990.1 - 2,009.9

0 
0.1 
0.3 
0.4 
0.6 
0.9 
1.4 
1.7 
2.0 
2.5 
2.8 
3.6 
7.0 

16.0 
44.2 
92.6 

190.4 
289.0 
487.0 
983.8

2.0
2.5
2.7
3.2
3.4
4.1
4.6
5.3
6.0
6.5
7.2
8.4
13.0
24.0
55.8
107.4
209.4
311.0
513.0
1,0162

1,980.2 - 2,019.8

(a) These figures have been rounded, (b) These figures have been calculated using the actual figures.


