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STUDY DESCRIPTION 
----------------­~----------------

IDENTIFICATIONS AND ACKNOWLEOOEMENTS 

TITLE OF STUDY 

Census of population and housing, 1971: collection district 
and local government area summary files 

LOCAL ARCHIVE WHERE STUDY IS STORED 

Social Science Data Archives 
The Australian National University 
P.O. Box 4· 
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600 

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 

Australian Bureau of Statistics 

ANALYSIS CONDITIONS 

RESEARCH TOPIC (ABSTRACT) 

Population counts have been conducted from a very early 
period in Australia's history. Initially, these counts were 
solely head counts called 'musters', which were important 
as a means of matching food and other supplies to the 
numbers of people needing them. The first regular census 
was taken in New South Wales in 1828 using census-taking 
methods essentially adapted from methods used in England at 
that time. 

With Federation in 1901, census-taking became the 
responsibility of the Commonwealth Government. In 1905 the 
'Census and Statistics Act' was passed which gave authority 
to the Governor-General to appoint a Commonwealth 
Statistician, one of whose duties was the taking of the 
census. 
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The 'Census and Statistics Act 1905' stipulated that a 
census be taken in 1911 and every tenth year thereafter. In 
1930 the Act was amended to make the year in which the 
census was to be conducted more flexible, by the addition 
of the words 'or at such other times as prescribed'. Since 
1911, censuses have been held in 1921,1933,1947,1954,1961, 
1966 and 1971 • 

The Act also stipulated a number of topics which must be 
asked in each census: name, age, sex, relationship, marital 
status, duration of marriage, birthplace, nationality, 
period of residence, religion, occupation, material of 
outer walls and number of rooms in the dwellings, and 
allowed for other topics to be included 'as prescribed'. 

KIND OF DATA 

census data 

The Collection District and Local Government Area Summary 
Files pr·esent summary characteristics of persons and 
dwellings for every Collection District (CD) in Australia, 
and these same characteristics aggregated to Local 
Government Area (LGA) Section, LGA and State totals. 

The records for each CD, LGA Section, LGA and State 
include geographic area codes for State, LGA, Section of 
State, ·Postcode, 1968 Commonwealth Electoral Division, LGA 
Section and CD. The table information is made up of 46 
tables giving data for both persons and dwellings. 
Dwelling tables include counts by class of dwelling by 
number of inmates, rooms; bedrooms and vehicles, wall 
material facilities, nature of occupancy and reason 
unoccupied. Persons tables include counts for males and 
females by ages, birthplaces, marital status, usual major 
activity, level of qualifications, religion, parents' 
birthplace, occupational status, occupation and industry. 

DEFINITION OF TOTAL UNIVERSE (UNIVERSE SAMPLED) 

All members of the community are counted at the dwelling in 
which they are staying on census night, regardless of where 
they usually live. Special provision is made for persons 
who are not in a private or non-private dwelling, e.g. 
camping out, at work, travelling on long distance trains or 
buses and those on boats and planes. The census does not 
count Australian residents who are overseas but does count 
people who · are visiting Australia. Diplomatic 
representatives, their families and their dwellings are 
excluded. 
In conformity with the 1967 repeal of Section 127 of the 
Constitution, 1971 Census statistics include Aborigines. 
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SAMPLING PROCEDURF.S 

no sampling (total universe) 

DATES OF DATA COLLECTION 

30 June 1971 

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 

-------------------------self-completion (distribute, collect) 

The 'Census and Statistics Act 1905' specifies the manner 
in which the census must be collected. Section 10(1) states 
that 'For the purpose of taking the census, a form called 
the Householder's Schedule shall be prepared, and left, in 
accordance with the regulations, at every dwelling 
throughout the Commonwealth'. Collectors are responsible 
for the delivery of census forms to all households prior to 
census day and again for collection after census day. 

ACTIONS TO MINIMISE LOSSES 

All persons are required to complete census forms and 
collectors are instructed to ensure that contact is made 
and completed forms are collected. Those people who do not 
co-operate are approached by senior staff who endeavour to 
overcome problems or objections and who, where necessary, 
outline fully the consequences of non-compliance. 
Prosecutions will be considered only after these measures 
have failed. 

Collectors are trained to provide help on request to any 
persons who have difficulty in completing the census forms. 
Interpreters are used for persons who have language 
problems. 

Confidentiality of personal or household information is 
assured. Any person who does not want his or her form to be 
seen by the collector can obtain from the collector an 
envelope in which to seal the form. The form is then 
checked for completeness by the group leader. Individual 
members of a household may request a separate form and 
envelope in which to record and seal his/her census 
information. In exceptional circumstances, a householder 
may post a completed form to the appropriate census office. 

DATA GATHERING STAFF 

The ~nsus field operation is controlled and conducted 
jointly by the Australian Bureau of Statistics and the 
Australian Electoral Office. Permanently employed 
Divisional Returning Officers in the Electoral Office 
become Divisional Field Supervisors for the census and they 
are responsible for the recruitment, training and general 
supervision of temporary census staff. 
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Approximately 2,500 group leaders and 30,000 collectors are 
recruited for short term duties. ~ach group leader is 
responsible for approximately 12 collectors who themselves 
are responsible for the delivery and collection of census 
forms from an average of 200 dwellings. 

The special collectors recruited to deliver and collect the 
forms in large establishments (hospitals, hotels, gaols, 
etc.) are usually the proprietors or managers of the 
individual establishments. Likewise, the persons in charge 
of trains, buses, planes, etc. in transit on census night 
are usually recruited as special collectors for the 
enumeration of persons travelling throughout census night. 

\ Every effort is made to avoid having collectors work in the 
same area as they live to avoid, as far as possible, the 
collection of information from people they lmow personally. 

Aboriginal collectors are used in areas where there is a 
large aboriginal population. 

All staff employed either temporarily or permanently on the 
census sign an undertaking which provides that he/she will 
not, without lawful authority, alter any document or form 
and will not divulge the contents of any form filled up or 
information obtained in the course of his/her duties. 
Offenders are subject to prosecution. 

OTHER ANALYSIS CONDITIONS 

Balancing edits are employed to ensure 
numbers of persons and dwellings in 
consistent at all stages of processing. 

that the total 
each CD remain 

Consistency edits are used to detect responses which appear 
to be inconsistent with other responses on the same 
schedule, or in conflict with census definitions or 
processing rules. 

While every effort is made to minimise undercounting in the 
census, some inevitably occurs - for example, the 
inadvertant omission of very young children or the 
treatment by the census collector of an occupied dwelling 
as unoccupied. Refusal by householders to complete the 
census schedule is not a significant cause of 
under-enumeration and accounts for less than O.SS of 
households. 

DIMENSIONS OF DATA SET 

11:le Summary Files contain 17 data files made up of: 
9 files of CD summary characteristics, being 2 files for 
NSW and 1 file for each of the remaining States and 
Territories; 
8 files of LGA Section, LGA and State totals, being 1 file 
for each State and Territory. 
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Each logical record contains 13 variables of geographic 
indicative (card 1) and 46 tables giving data for both 
persons and dwellings. Tables 1 6 contain summary 
information on both persons and dwellings, Tables 7 - 29A 
are tables with person data only and Tables 30 - 45 are 
dwelling only tables. The 46 tables contain 1055 cells 
(cards 2-54 for CD files, cards 2-107 for Totals files). 

The number of logical records in each of the CD anq Totals 
summary files is: 

File Name CD Records Totals Records 
... ._ .................. ----------- ---------------
New South Wales (CD part 1) 5166 
New South Wales (CD part 2) 2360 
New South Wales 7526 731 
Victoria 5559 663 
Queensland 3499 579 
South Australia 2000 386 
Western Australia 1835 380 
Tasmania 756 206 
Northern Territory 150 15 
Australian Capital Territory 206 71 

ACCESSIBILITY 

There is no restriction on the use or resale of the data. 
However , if the data is sold, the buyer must be informed 
that the same data is available on magnetic tape or on 
microfiche or in printed form from the ABS. 

REFERENCES TO RELEVANT PUBLICATIONS/RESULTS/STUDIES 

PUBLICATIONS/REPORTS BY THE PRIMARY INVESTIGATOR 

The publication programme for the 1971 Census of Population 
and Housing comprises a series of 14 Bulletins. Bulletins 
1-6 consist of a series of separate parts for each State 
and Territory and one for Australia. In Bulletin 6 the 
Northern Territory part is combined with that for the 
Australian capital Territory. There is no Australian part 
to Bulletin 7 and Bulletins 8-14 consist of only one 
part.The title and content of each Bulletin are as follows: 

Bulletin 1. Summary of Population. 
Swmnary characteristics: age, marital status, birthplace 
period of residence, nationality, usual major activity, 
1966 residence,religion, level of schooling, educational 
institution, qualifications, occupational status, 
occupation, industry. 

Bulletin 2. Summary of Dwellings. 
Class of dwelling cross-classified by: number of rooms, 
number of -bedrooms, nature of occupancy, electricity and 
gas, bathroom and kitchen facilities, sewage disposal, 
inmates by number of rooms, inmates by number of 
bedrooms. 
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Bulletin 3. Demographic Characteri~tics. 
Age and marital status cross-classified by: usual major 
activity, employment status, birthplace of parents, 
birthplace, nationality. 

Bulletin 4. Birthplace. 
Country of birth cross-classified by : age, marital 
status, nationality, period of residence, level of 
schooling, qualifications, occupational status, 
occupation, industry. 

Bulletin 5. The Labour Force. 
Employment status cross-classified by age and marital 
status. Occupation cross-classified by : occupational 
status, age, birthplace, qualifications. Industry cross­
classified by: occupational status, age, birthplace, 
qualifications. 

Bulletin 6. Population and Dwellings in Local Government 
Areas and Urban Centres. 

Bulletin 7. Characteristics of the Population and Dwellings 
- Local Government Areas. 

Single characteristics: age, religion, marital status, 
nationality, birthplace, period of residence, 1966 
residence, usual residence, usual major activity, level 
of schooling, qualifications, occupational status, 
industry, occupation, class of dwelling, rent, reason 
unoccupied, number of rooms and bedrooms, nature of 
occupancy, facilities, sewage disposal, motor vehicles, 
material of outer walls. 

Bulletin 8. Characteristics of the Population and Dwellings 
- Comm9nwealth Electoral Divisions. 

The topics in this Bulletin are identical to those in 
Bulletin 7. 

Bulletin 9. The Aboriginal Population. 
Characteristics of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander population. 

Bulletin 10. Families and Households. 

Bulletin 11. Fertility. 

Bulletin 12. Geographic Distribution. 

Bulletin 13. Maps. 
Each State, showing 
Statistiqal. Di visions 
centres. 

Local Government Areas and 
plus maps of pri ncipal urban 

Bulletin 14. Catalogue of 1971 Census Tabulations. 
Index of all tabulations, published and published, 
produced from the 1971 Census. 
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The records for each CD, LGA Section, LGA and State consist of 
13 cells of geographic indicative information and 1055 cells of 
counts of summary information for persons and dwellings. 

INDICATIVE INFORMATION 

The 13 cells of indicative information are contained in the 
first physical record of each logical record in the format: 

Indicative No. or char. Starting Position 

1. State code , 1 
2. LGA code 3 2 
3. LGA Part - CD 4 5 
4. Zero fill , 9 
5. Section of State 1 10 
6. Postcode 4 1, 
1. 1968 Electoral Division 2 15 
8. LGA Section 2 17 
9. Origin Zone 3 19 
10. Zero fill 1 20 
1 1 • CD Serial Number 5 21 
12. Zero fill , 28 
13. Record type 1 29 

Cells 5,6,7,9 and 11 are non-zero only for CD records. 

TABLE INFORMATION 

The table information is made up of 46 tables containing 1055 
cells giving data for both persons and dwellings. 

In the CD records flles, the indicative record is followed by 53 
records of persons and dwelling data with 20 cells per card, 
format 20!4. The last record contains 15 cells. 

In the LGA Section, LGA and State files, the indicative record 
is followed by 106 records of persons and dwellings data with 10 
cells per card, format 10!8. The last record contains 5 cells. 

Details of the tables and the cells they occupy are given in the 
ABS documentation: 
Magnetic tape summaries of Collector's District data: 
technical specifications, 
the relevant parts of which are attached. 
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11WICATIVE. IN?QRMATION ( 13 vords per record) 

The 13 vords of indicatiTe for each physical record are -

1. State code 
2. I.GA code 
'.5. I.GA part - CD 
4. Zero 
5. Section of State 
6. Postcode 
7. 1968 Electoral Division 

Cells 5, 6, 7, 9 and 11 
are non-zero only for 
CD type records 

8. I.GA Section 
9. Origin Zone 

10. Zero 
11. CD Serial number 
12. Zero r,. Record Type 

1. State code: The possible values that the State code can take 
and their meanings are -

2. LGA code: 

1. New South Wales 
2. Victoria 
3. Quee:-.sl1.1nd 
4. South Australia 
5. Western Australia 
6. Tasmania 
7. Northern Territory 
8. Australian Capital Territory 

These are the major tabulation units used in the 
publication of census results. They correspond in 
all but a few cases to legal local government areas and 
range from 1 - 400 for each State. 

Maps issued of each ~,ate a.~d Capital City Statistical Division 
show the code number of each area. Fuller code lists showine L.G.A.'~ and 
their Sections are available on request. 

:i. LGA Part - CD: This cell contains a 4 digit number, t:ie first t:-10 dici ts 
representing the LGA Part and the others bein~ the CD. 

LGA Part - This is a physical partition of an 
LGA such that each LGA Part contains 
about 10 CD•s. This facilitates the 
LGA Parts being supervised with roughly 
the same workload per supervisor. An 
LGA Part can take values from 1 to 33 
within l.GA's. 

CD - The CD or Collector's District is the 
basic element of the census data collection. 
l•:ost other categories are comprised of a JrOu~inc 
of one or more CD's. There are 21,536 CD's 
in Australia. However the CD field takes vah1es 
in the range 1 - 25 within WA Parts. 

. ./3 
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Am 
Secti<p of States !he Section of State field classifies CD's 

into one of 6 categories as shown below -

0 - M3.jor Urban (popllaticm over 100,000) 
1 - Other Urban 
2 - iural town, population 500 - 999 
3 - Bu.ral · town, popw.ation 200 - 499 
4 - Bural, balance 
5 - Xigrator,- (also as WA .. 400) 

6. Postcodes Each CD has bem. alloeated to one postcode area. niere 
is an element or appraximatian m those cases where a · 
CD contains add:resses belc:mg::lng to more than one postcode 
area but the CD has been allooated to the area containing 
the bulk or the popilation. ~sis of particular 
importance in acme large rural CD's oonta.ining a number 
or localities with d:i.f"ferent postcodes bu~ applies also 
to indi vidna.1 urban CD's o 

7. 1·968 Electonl Divisicms '!'hie code shows the 1968 Electoral 
Divisicm into which each CD falls. nrl.s has involved 
a degree of approximation as the electoral boundaries 
occasiont.111' cut across CD boundaries and in such cases 
each CD has been gi.ven a code of the division in which 
the majority o! the population and dwellings were 
enumerated. 

• ./4 
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The codes used are -

i·iew South Walts 

, . DARLING 16. F.&.RRla 31. PARRAl•lATTA 
2. GWYDIR 17. HOME . 32. REID 
3, NEW ENGL.AND 18. EDEN-MOJU.RO 33. LOWE 
4. RICHMOND 19. MACARTHUR 34. EVANS 
5, COWPER 20. CONWI?iCHAM ,5. GRAYNDLER 
6. LYNE 21. HUG~ :,6. SYDNEY 
7. l-'A'CERSON 22. WERRIWA 37. 'iENTWORTH 
8. HUN'fER 23. PROSPECT ,a. PHILLIP 
j. lfEv/CASTLE 24. CRlFLEY 39. KINGSFORD-SN! 'l'H 

1 o. SHORTLAND 25. BEROWRA 40. ST GEORGE 
11 • ROBERTSON 26. MiCKEI,T,AF 41. LANG 
12. 1-iI '!'CHELL 27. BRADFIELD 42. BLAXLAND 
13. l'.ACQU!RIE 28. WARRING.All 43. BANKS 
14. CALARE 29. NORTH SYDNEY 44. BARTON 
;5. RIVERINA ,o. BENNELONG 45. COOK 

46. MIGRATORY 

Victoria 

1. HALLEE 1 ,. BOLT 25. BRUCE 
2. WIMMER.A 14. LATROBE 26. CHISHOU, 
). wANNON 15. CASEY 27. I·iELBCURNE 
4. CORANGAMITE 16. DIAMOND V.U.LEY 28. GELLIBRAND 
5. CORIO 17. BURKE 29. MELBOURNE POR7S 
6. BALLW.AT 18. LALOR 30. HIGGINS 
7. BBNDIGO 19. lWUBYRNONG 31. HEN'?'Y 
8. MURRAY 20. WILLS 32. BALACLAVA 
<J . INDI 21. SCULLIN 33. HOTHA:,; 

10. GIPPS.LA.ND 22. BATMAN 34. ISA,,CS 
11. tO:ILLAN 23. KOOYONG 35. 1.lGltAT@Y 
12. :•'LINDERS 24. D!~KIN 

~ueensland 

i. LiICHHARDT 7. FISHER 13. RYAN 
~. HERBEHT 8. PETRIE 14. MORETOI; 
j. i\ENNEDY 9. LILLEY 15. MCPHERSON 
4. DAWSON 1 o. BOWl'.!N 16. OXLEY 
5, CAPRlCORNIA 11. GRIFFITH 17. DARLING DC\,'NS 
r. i.'IDE BAY 12. BRISBANE 18. .t'iAR.A.l~OA 

19. MIGRA·l'CRY 

. ./5 



3outh J.uetralia 
1. GREY 
~. ~!AKE.FIELD 
,. ANGAS 
4. B.lRXER 

i,estern Australia 

1. KALGOORLIE 
~. MOORE 
3. STIRLIHG 

'l'asmania 

1. !.SASS 
2. BRADDON 

·s. 

5. KIWSTON 
6. laWKER 
7. BOOTHBY 
e. STURT 

4. CURTIB 
5. PERTH 
6. SWJ.Jl 

3. DENISON 
4. i'R!NKLIN 

9. ADELAIDE 
10. HU'DMARSH 
11 • POR·r ADtJ..AIDE 
12. BONYTllON ,,. iUGRA'fORY 

7. lc1Ri!!HA.NTLE 
8. CANlUNG 
9. ?ORR.EST 

1 O. MIGRATORY 

5. .!ILKOT 
6. l-iIGRATORY 

lorthem !Kzd.to;r p4 ,,c,,. All Cl>'• 1n t.h•• tfem tori•• have code 1. 

e. LG.A Section: LG.A sections are partiti.ons of LGJ.'e, grouping 
CD'• into urban and rural localities or the 

LJalance, rural area, if any. They are thus demQgraphic divisions of an 
WA as distinct from the LG.& part which ie a physical, adminhtrative 
partition. 

The elements of the LGA formed by the LGA 
sections are numbered alphabetically within that LG.A, within the range 
1 - 20. 

<· .) . Origin Zone=. 

Values are from O - 699. 

10. !u:2 

. Thes·e ar& groupings of _one or more CD's for 
· the purpose of analysis of journeys to work. 

11. CD Serial Number: The serial number of the particular CD. 
Serial numbers are assigned uniquely to CD's 

beeinnine at 1 in N.s.w. and ending at 215,6 in the .A.C.T. 

12. Zero: 

future additions. 

13. itecord TYJ>e: 

This cell has the value zero for all records 
i~ the file and is reserved for pos~ible 

Thie field defines vhich of the four t~es of 
record this particular one is. 

1 • State total 
2 = LGA total 
3 = LG! Section total 
4 = CD record 

. ./6 
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TABµ INJ'OBJU!IQI (1047 word.ape~ record) 

The table information 1• aa4e up of 46 tables ginne data 
for both peraou and dwellinga. Tablea 1 - 6 contain •Ulllll&rY information 
on both pereou and dwelliDIS, tables 7 - 29! are tables with person data 
only and tabl•• :,0 - 45 are 4vell.i.Dg only tablee. Tables and the cells 
(i.e. the 24-bit word number in the record.) they oocupy are as follovs: 

N.B. In all tablea the slower aovi.Dg variable ia on the left. 
e.g. for table 7 there are ,5 cells for ·aalee followed by 35 cells 

tor t-.alee 

SUMMARY T J,BI,E§ 

Table No, 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

l'&:-iSON TA,BLES 

Table No, 
7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

n 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

cen, 
14-15 

16-18 

19-20 

21 

22 

23-24 

£JJ.a 
25-94 

95-116 

117-144 

145-156 

157-162 

163-184 

185-202 

203-242 

243-282 
283-322 

323-340 
341-352 

353-364 
365-382 

401-444 

445-542 

Table 
Total population - males, females 
Total dwellings - occupied private 

unoccupied 
non-private 

Total British Nationals aged 18 years end over 

Total usual residents or dwellin~s - persons 

Total born overseas - persons 

Total visitors to Auetralia - males, females. 

TabJ.e 
Sex x Age_ - total population 

Sex x Age - labour force 

Sex x Age - Australian born 

Se:: J' M.ari tal Statue - total population 

Sex x Marital ·Status - labour force 

Sex x Usual residence - total popul~tion 

Sex x Birthplace - Australian born 

Sex x Birthplace - Overseas born 

Sex x Birthplace - Overseas born British l!ationals 

Sex x Birthplcce - Overseas. recent residents 

Sex x Period of Residence - residents 

Sex x Usual Major Activity - total population 

Sex x Usual Kajor Activity - labo_ur force 

Sex x Level ot Qualificat:i.ons (studying) - total 
:!)Opulation 

Sex x Level of Qualifications (obtained) - total 
!)Opulation 

Sex x Religion - total population 

Sex x Parents Birthplace - Australian born 
aged 0-24 inclusive • 

. . /7 



P~:isoN T4BLES 

'i'able No, 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 

29A 

D',/ELLING TA.RH'§ 
Table No, 

30 

31 

32 

33 
34 

35 
36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

cena 
543-570 
571-586 

587-600 
601-626 

627-772 
m-1a2 
783-788 

c,11, 
789-798 

799-808 

809-811 

812-835 

836-856 

856-877 

878-901 

902-925 

926-973 

974-991 

992-1003 

1004-1018 

1019-rn30 

1031-1048 

Table 
Sex x Highest Level of Schooling - total population 

Sex x 1966 Residence - Usual residents of dwelling 

Sex x Occupational status - total 

Sex x Industry - employed persons 

Sex x Occupation - employed 

~ero 

Sex x Government Workers - employed. 

Table 
Household Class x {Population, dwellings) -

occupied private dwellings 

Class of dwellings x No. of dwellings -
occupied dwellings 

Clase of dwelling x Population -
occupied dwellings 

Claes of dwelling x Inmates - occupied private 

" n 

" II 

It " .. " 
n " 

" " 

" " 

II " 
" n 

" n 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 

tl 

" 

" 

x Rooms " " 
x Bedrooms - occupied private 

x wall material - occupied private 

x Date built - '' 11 

x Kitchen and bathroom - occupied 
private 

x Facilities and T.V. - occupied 
private 

x Sewerage facilities - occupied 
private 

x No. of vehicles - occupied private 

x Nature of occupancy - occupied 
private 

x Reason unoccupied - unoccupied 
private dwellings 

1049-1064 Houeea and flats x Nature of Rent x Uumber of 
dwellings and average rent - rented dwellings 

1065-1068 Size of block x total population of flats - flats 

•. /8 



8. 

CODE GROUPS FOR SUlOWn'. TABL.&5 

i E:WONA1 DAU 

.:iEX (tables 7 - 29) 
1 • male 
2 • female 

AGE (table 7) 
1 - 25 = 0 - 24 

26 = 25 - 29 
27 = 30 - 34 
28 = 35 - 39 
29 = 40 - 44 
30 = 45 - 49 
31 = 50 - 54 
32 = 55 - 59 
33 = 60 - 64 
34 C 65 - 69 
35 = 70 and over 

AGE (table 8) 1 = 15 - 19 
2 = 20 - 24 
3 = 25 - 29 
4 = 30 - 34 
5 = 35 - 39 
6 = 40 - 44 
7 = 45 - 49 
8 = 50 - 54 
9 = 55 - 59 

10 = 60 - 64 
11 = 65 and over 

AGS ( table 9") 1 = 0 - 4 
2 = 5 - 9 
3 = 10 - 14 
4 = 15 - 19 
5 = 20 - 24 
6 = 25 - 29 
7 = 30 - 34 
8 = 35 - 39 
9 = 40 - 44 

10 = 45 - 49 
11 = 50 - 54 
12 = 55 - 59 
13 ;; 60 - 64 
14 = 65 and over 

.. /9 



9. 

1;iARJTAL STATUS ( table 10) 

1 Never married. age lees than 15 
2 Never married, other 
3 Now ·married 
4 Permanently separated 
5 Divorced 
6 Widowed 

: lAHrl'AL STA'l'US (table 11) 

1 Never married 
2 Now married 

' Other 

t; SUAL RESIDENCE ( table 12) 

1 tJA&l lluident .t cln1lillg 
2 New South Walea 
3 Victoria 
4 Queensland 
5 South Australia 
6 Weetern Australia 
7 Tasmania 
8 Northern Territory 
9 Australian Capital Territory 

10 Overseas 
11 Not stated 

JJl n'l'HPLACE (table 13) 

1 New South Wales 
2 Victoria 
3 Queensland 
4 South Australia 
5 Western Australia 
6 Tasmania 
7 Northern Territory 
8 Australian Capital Territory 
9 Australia (Undefined) 

BmTIIP1ACE ( tables 14, 15, 16) 

1 Nev Zealand 
2 Great Britain and Ireland 
3 Austria 
4 Czechoslovakia 
5 Germaey 
6 Greece 
7 Bunpry 
8 Italy 
9 Malta 

10 Netherlands 
11 Poland 
12 u.s.s.R. 
13 Yugoslavia 
14 Other b.\>.rope 
15 Asia 

•. /10 



L.Ufl'HPLAC~ (contd. ) 16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

1 o. 

Africa 
Canada 
U.S.A. 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Peru 
Other 

~BRIOD OF RESIDENCE (table 17) 

1 0 years 
2 1 " 
3 2 " 
4 ' fl 

5 4 • 
6 5-9" 
7 10-16 " 
8 17 or more 
9 Not stated 

USUAL AOl'I'flft (tables 18, 19) 

1 Working 
2 Home duties 
3 Child not yet attending school 
4 Child at school 
5 i'ull-time student 
6 Other 

LEV:JL Ot' QUALIFICATIONS ( table 20 - studying) 

1 Trade 
2 Technician 
; Non Degree Tertiary 
4 Bachelor Degree 
5 Higher 1egree 
6 Not Classified 
7 Aged 0-14 years 
8 Qualified 
9 Gther 

:,t.:Vt!L 0/ QUALH,IC.iTIONS ( table 21 - obtained) 

1 Trade 
2 Technician 
3 Non Degree Tertiary 
4 Bachelor Degree 
5 Higher Degree 
6 Iiot Classified 
7 Aged 0-14 years 
8 Studying 
9 Other 

.. /11 



11. 

(table 22) 

1 Baptist 
2 Brethren 
3 Roman Catholic 
4 Catholic 
5 Churches of Christ 
6 Church of England 
7 Congregational 
8 Greek Orthodox 
9 Jehovah'e Witness 

10 Lutheran 
11 Methodist 
12 ~resbyterian 
13 Salvation A-rmy 
14 Seventh Day Adventist 
15 Protestant 
16 Other Christian 
17 Hebrew 
18 Muslim 
19 Other non-Christian 
20 Indefinite 
21 No Religion 
22 Not Stated 

PAREi,'T3 BIH'fHPLACE ( table 23) 
FATHER 

1 Australia 
2 It 

3 .. 
4 " 
5 " 
6 " 
7 u 

8 U .K., Ireland 
9 " 

10 " 
11 It 

12 " 
13 " 
14 II 

15 <:." '"'. Europe 
16 tt 

17- " 
18 " 
19 H 

20 n 

21 " 
22 lL \I . Europe 
23 It 

24 II 

25 " 
26 " 
27 " 
28 " 
29 E. Europe 
30 " 

MOTHER 
Australia 
U .K. , Ireland 
s. Europe 
N.W. Europe 
E. i.'u.ror,e 
Asia 
Other 
Australia 
U. K., Ireland 
s. Europe 
N. W • .i:.'urope 
E. ~urope 
Asia 
Other 
Australia 
U .K., Ireland 
S. Europe 
N.W. Euro-pe 
E. Europe 
Asia 
Other 
Australia 
U.K., Ireland 
s. Europe 
N.W. Europe 
E. Europe 
Asia 
Other 
Australia 
U .K., Ireland 

. ./1 2 



rARsHTS BlRi1HPi.iACE (contd.) 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

12. 

PA'l1HE.k. 
.c:. Europe 

n 

" 
" 
n 

Asia 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
II 

Other 
It 

" 
tt 

It 

" 
" 

NOTBER 
s. airope 
N.W. Europe 
E. Europe 
Asia 
Other 
Australia 
C. L , Ireland 
S. Europe 
N. 'it.' . Europe 
E. Europe 
Asia 
Cther 
Australia 
U .t~., Ireh,nd 
S. iurot>e 
N. ·.. • 1\1.~ope 
E. l:!urore 
Asia 
Other 

where South Europe = Italy, Greece, Cyprus n.nd Lalta 

l'L i. Europe = Germany, Netherlands 

~st Europe = Yugoslavia, Poland am other lb.rope 

Asia = Asia excluding Cyprus, Syria, 
Lebanon ond Israel 

( table 24) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Child not yet attending sc~ool 
Student attendi!'lg at levels 
Never attended school 
Attended school to level 1 

" " II II 2 

" " tl It 3 
" " II " 4 
" " " II 5 

9 ll " " " 6 .. .. .. " 7 

" H " " 8 
tt " " " 9 
" " " It 10 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 Not stu.dent, echo oliog aot 

1' <106 rt~lDENCE ( ts.ble 25) 

1 Same dwelling 
2 Same Division - Urban 
3 - Rural 
4 Same State - Urban 
5 - Rural 
6 Other State - Urban 
7 - .Rural 
8 Other and not stated 

1-10 

stated 
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13. 

CCC VI ·A'l'IONAL STATUS ( table 26) 

1 Bmployer 
2 Self-emplqe4 
3 ~·,age ~rner 
4 Unpaid Helper 
5 Uoemp].o,ei (exol. 6) 
6 ~ooking for First Job 
7 Jrot in labour · toroe 

(table 27) 

1 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing etc. 
2 I~ining 
3 Manufacturing 
4 Electricity, Gas and Water 
5 Construction 
6 Wholesale and Retail trade 
7 Transport and Storage 
8 Communication 
9 Finance, Business Services etc. 

10 Public Administration, Defense 
11 Community Services 
12 Entertainment, Recreation etc. 
13 Other and not stated 

( CCUPA'flON ( table 28) 

1 Architects, Engineers, Surveyors, .L rofessiona ls 
2 Chemists, rhysicists, Other Y.hysicol 3cientists 
3 Biologists, Vets, Agronomists, helatec. :;,cientists 
4 Medical Practitioners 
5 Dentists 
6 Nurse~ including trainees 
7 Professional l-1edical workers 
8 Teachers 
9 Clergy and Members of Religious Orders 

10 Law Professionals 
11 Artists, Entertainers, \;ri ter, rtela ted workers 
12 Draftsmen and Technicians 
13 Other Professional, Technical and H.elated workers 
14 Administrative and ixecutive Ofi'ici&ls, Government 
15 Employers, Managers, \rrorkers own account 
16 Book-keepers and Cashiers 
17 Stenographers and Typists 
18 Other Clerical workers 
19 Insurance, Real Estate, Salesmen, Valuers 
20 Commercial Travellers, l•ianufacturers .A.gents 
21 Proprietors, Shopkeepers, Shor Assistants etc. 
22 Farmers and :'arm Managers 
23 Farm workers including Farm .foreman 
24 Wool Claesers 
25 Hunters and Trappers 
26 Fishermen and relatee workers 
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l)CClTrATION (cont.) 

27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
7, 
73 

'.., Ov e:a,:•£LN':, ;·,'C,hAEltS ( table 29A) 
1 
2 
3 

14. 

Timber Getters 
Miners, Mineral Pros pee tors and ~,uarryoen 
Well Drillers, Oil, Water and -~elated l,·orkers 
Mineral Treaters 
Deck and Engineer Officers - Ship 
Deck, _ Engineroom hands, Ship and Boatmen 
Air F'ilots, ~avigatore, Plight Engineers 
Drivers and firemen, Rail Transport 
Drivers, Road Transport · 
Guards and Conductors - :tailway 
Inspectors, Supervisors, Controllers 
Telephone, Telegraph, relecom. Operators 
l'oetmas ters, Postmen and Mesaene;ers 
Workers in Transport and ComI!!unication 
Spinners, Weavers, Knitters, Dyers and related 
Tailors, Cutters, Purriers, related workers 
Leather Cutters, Lasters, Sewers and relat8~ 
iurnacemen, Rollers, J.loulders, 1-retal makers 
Instrument makers, Jewellers and related worJ:ers 
t.etal tradesmen, l·1echanics etc. 
Electricians and related workers 
hetal and ilectrical Prod - i-'rocess workers 
Car-penters, ·.iood machinists etc. 
Fainters and Decorators 
Bricklayers, Plasterers, Construction workers 
Prin tine 'Jlrades workers 
Pottery, Glas~ and Clay workers 
l·,illers, Bakers, Food and Drink workers 
Chemical, Sugar, Paper, x· rod - i' r ocess workers 
Tobacco Product makers 
Rubber, Plastic, Concrete Frod - .i roce~~ i;,:orkers 
Packers, Wrappers, Labellers 
Sta t. L1gine, ~xcavei tine;, Lif tine; operc tors 
Storemen and Freight handlers 
Labourers not included elsewhere 
li'ire Brigade, Police and i-'rotec ti ve workers 
Housekeepers, Cooks, Maids etc. 
~aiters, Bartenders 
Caretakers, Cleaners - buildings 
Barbers, Hairdressers and Beautic i ans 
Launderers, l>ry Cleaners and I·resoers 
Athletes, Srortsmen and related workers 
Photographers and Cumera o~e~ator~ 
Undertakers and Crematorium workers 
Service, Sport, Recreation workers 
1'1embers of Armed Services 
Inadequately described or not stated 

Commonwealth GoverOLient 
Other Government 
Non Government 
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lJv. i~ LJ.,lNG DA'l'A 

1;1 J, .,;•!!IOLD CLASS 

P.F.U, 

S.~'.U. 

1 
2 
3 

4 

5 

= 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

1 
2 
3 

CLASS 01'1 DWELLING 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

15. 

( table ;o) 

Single i'amily household 
P.F.U. and related S.F.U(s) and/or persons 
P.F.U. of one member and unrelated S.l.U(s) 

and/or person 
P.F.U. of more than one member and unrelated s.F.U. 

and/or person 
r.F.U. and related S.F.U(a) and/or person, and 

unrelated S.F.U(s) and/or ~erson 

Frimary Family Unit 

~econdary Fa~ily Unit 

( table 31) 

Separate House 
Semi-detached house 
Attached house 
Terrace or Row house 
Villa Unit or Tovh house 
Self-Contained Flat or home Unit 
Non-self-contained li'lat 
Improvised home 
Caravan, ~louseboat etc. 
Other 

( table 32) 

House (Classes 1-5 above) 
.1.i'lat (Clase 6) 
Other (Classes 7-10) 

( tables 33-43) 

( table 33) 

1 person 
2 persons 
3 ,. 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

" 
n 
II ,, 

or more persons 
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L i.illHOOl .S 

J·lA'1'~1dAL O!c' WALLS 

!JA i' i:, BUILT 

( table 34) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1 room 
2 rooms 
3 " 

tt .. 
" 

16. 

7 

4 
5 
6 
7 or more rooms 

(table 35) 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

~o bedrooms 
1 bedroom 
2 bedrooms 
3 " 
4 tt 

5 or more bedrooms 
Not stated 

( table 36) 

Brick 
Brick Veneer 
Stone 
Concrete 
Timber 
Heta'l 
.lc"'i bro-cemen·i; 
Other 

(table 37) 

1 Before July 1966 
2 1966 
3 1967 
4 1968 
5 1969 
6 1970 
7 1971 
8 ~ot Stated 
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kl 'i'CHl:a-l AND BATHROOM 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
1, 
14 
15 
16 

J~CILITIES AND T.V. 

1 
2 

' 4 
5 
6 

~tVmAG~ FACILITIES 

1 
2 
3 
4 

tlO. 01'' \Tt!lil CLES 

1 
2 

' 4 
5 

NA 'l~ffiE O l!' OCCUF ANCY 

1 
2 
3 
4' 

(table 38) 

Sole use of bathroom and kitchen 
" " ~ " , shared kitchen 
" " " " , no kitchen 
" " " " , not stated 

Shared bathroom, sole uae of kitchen 
" " , shared kitchen 
" " , no kitchen 
" • , not stated 

No Bathroom, sole use of kitchen 
" " , shared kitchen 
" " , no kitchen 
" " , not stated 

Not stated, sole use of kitchen 
" " , shared kitchen 
" " , no kitchen 
11 

" , not stated 

(table ,9) 

Gas only 
Electricity only 
Electricity and Gas 
Neither 
Not Stated With,.,.. 
(table 40) 

r1ush toilet to public sewer 
Flush toilet, other 
Sanitary pan collection 
Other and not stated 

(table 41) 

No cars 
1 car 
2 cars 
3 or more cars 
ifot stated 

(table 42) 

Owner (including purchaser) 
Tenant of State Housing Authority 
Tenant, other 
Other and not stated 
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18. 

HE.A~ON UNOCCUPIED (table 43) 
{unoccupied dwellings) 

1 For Sale, To let 
2 Nev 
, Vacant for repair 
4 Holiday home 
5 Temporarily unoccupied 
6 Other 

NA'URE OF RENT (table 44) 
,for rented accommodation) 

Furnished 1 
2 

' 4 

Unfurnished - State Housing Authority 
Unfurnished - Other 

SlZE Oit, BLOCK 
( for flats) 

1 
2 
:, 
4 

Uot Stated 

(table 45) 

1 flat 
2 - 8 flats 
9 - 16 flats 
17 or more flats 

--- . -------- -



CELL AND TABLE No. POSITIONS 

0 STATE 

SECTION 
4 OF !;TA.fr 

8 o= 
2 "~;~ 
6 

2 

2 
2 

3 

0 ll. 

4 7 

8 

2 

36 

4 

4 

4 

52 
56 

60 

64 

0 

4 

8 

68 

72 

76 

80 

84 

88 
92 

96 

100 

104 

108 

1 i2 

-
--

I I 

1',6 f9i 

2 3 4 

L5A LGA ~RT· ZERO Cfl 

"5Tt00! 
1968 LGA 

c:-1 ECT. OIV , c:.c:-rruw 

ZIRO CD KRIM. ZEilO 

1 12 

13 

~ a 

·-

• 

le 

THE RELATIVE CELL NUMBERS ARE FOUND 
BY ADDING THE HORIZONTAL ANO VERTICAL 
COORDINATES OF THE CELL. 

120 
124 

128 

1 , 32 

36 
140 

1 

1 , 

44 

48 
S2 

56 

1 60 

1 

1 

64 

68 

72 1 , ?6 
1 80 

84 

88 

92 

1 9E 
2 

204 

208 
2 

CX) 

12 

6 

2c 
21 

2 

2 

22 

23 
23 

24 
8 

2 
6 

2 J 

10 

11 

1'2 

13 

14 

-· ·· ···- ----- --- ---

4 



2 3 

24oti==:=='*'==-.....,il_1s __ --t-----+1 
244 ____________ ...,. ___ ...,, 

248 tt--- --+------1----+----..W 
252 ~ ----+----t-----t-----"' 
256 r------+---+-----+------'-11 
2b0 i --···--t·----t-----+---~ 

L~ ---------- I 

:;:~---~- ~- J_ --±---: 
~:t~="-~:t ~-=_J:_ ' 
288 J. . .. -· . -- - · ---+--
792 ~---·--+------~---
296 ! ----------------

1 
300 ..__ ... ---+------1~..-;..--+-----II 

304 I'"---··· 

308 t---- -
312 

~ -
316 I 

t-· 32(' 17 

324 -
328 -
332 

-1 
- · I 

336 
' 

340 ~8 
'· 344 
,. -· 

~ -

. 
348 

352 

35c 

0 36 

3 

3 

64 

68 

6 

20 

372 

37 

3 80, 

84 3 

38 

39 

39 
40 

8 

2 

6 

0 

40 

408 

4i 

41 

42 

42 

42 

43 

43 
44 

4 

2 

6 

•(l 

4 

8 

2 

6 

0 

44 

44 
452 

45 

46 

464 

468 

472 

476 

4 

8 

6 

0 

--

22 

23 

2 3 4 

-

21 

. . 



480 
484 

488 

492 
496 

SOO 

504 

508 
512 

516 

520 

524 

528 

532 

536 

540 

544 

548 

552 

556 

560 

564 

508 

572 

576 

580 

584 

5&8 

592 
S96 

,, 

" 

2 3 4 

24 

25 

:26 

-

600 

604 

608 
61 

61 

620 

624 

62 

2 

6 

!al 

2 63 

636 
640 

64 

64a 

65 

656 

660 

664 

668 

672 
67 

680 

684 

688 

692 

696 

700 

?04 

708 

712 

116 

4 

2 

ti 

2 3 4 

27 

28 



72 

72 

72 

73 

73 

740 

744 

748 

75 
156 

760 

764 

768 

772 

776 

780 

784 

788 

192 

196 

800 
804 

808 

812 

a,6 

0 

4 

8 

2 

6 

2 

820 
824 

828 

832 

836 

' 

29 

1Q 

32 

2 3 4 

129A 

31 

33 

-

34 

8 

8 

40 
44 

' 14 

8 52 

• 
8 

56 

60 
6L 

&8 

8 

a 
8 

a 
72 

76 

" 88 

0 
4 

88 

89 

896 

90 

90 

9~ 

9 

8 

2 

0 

4 

12 

91 6 

92 

92 

92 

93 

936 

94 

94 

94 

95 

95 

IQ 

4 

8 

2 

0 

4 

8 

2 
6 

2 3 4 

35 

~6 

-
[37 -

38 

-
-

.. 



4 

8 

2 

6 

0 

960 

96 
96 

97 

97 
98 

4 

8 

98 

98 

99 

99 

2 

6 

0 

8 

2 

6 

100 

1004 

100 

101 

101 

102 o , 
I . 

---
I 

- • • 4 -

t, , 

51 44 

1024 

1028 

1032 

1036 

1040 

1044 

1046 

1052 

1056 

~ObC, 

1064 

b--.1 

If 45 

2 3 4 

l'M 

40 

141 

42 

43 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

TIIE HOUSEHOLDER'S SCHEDULE 
The Householder's Schedule used for the 197 J Census of Population and Housing represents a major 

departure in design from that used at the J 966 and earlier Censuses. The single large sheet used previously. with 
provision for a maximum of 8 persons, was replaced by a booklet-type schedule with extensive use of the tick-box 
type question. Jn this schedule (a facsimile of which appears .b~low ~ ' ,-j, the first page (page J) provided for 
a list of persons in the dweDing, pages 2 and 3 contained questions relating to the dwelling, while the remaining 16 
pages provjded for two pases of questions to be completed in respect of each person listed on page J • . 

The ordering of the questions was designed to minimise the number of questions to be answered by any 
one person. For persons under S years of age a maximum of I 2 questions required an answer and l S questions 
applied to those under 1.5 years of age. Males were not required to answer questions on issue and duration of 
marriage (Question l l) and only empJoyed persons completed details of houn worked, occupational status, industry 
and occupation (Questions JS- J 8). · · 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POPULA TIO?i I 
Age. (Column 4, page I of Schedule) 

Before the 1954 Census, cases where age was not given were distributed to specific ages subsequent to 
tabulation in accordance with the frequency of stated ages. In the 1954 and later Censuses, ages were allocated by 
first establishing the minimum age range within wruch the correct age most probably Jay (as inmcated by answers to 
other questions on the Schedule) · and then by seJec.ting an age, within that range, from a table of random ages based 
on the most cunentJy available data on age distribution. 

Marital status (Column S, page J of Schedule) 
It will be seen from the wording of the question that the status referred to is that at the time of 

enumeration regardless of any previous status. 

Jn the very small proportion of cases Vrtaere th~ question on marital status was not answered a status 
was allocated as foDo~: · 

Males under 18 years and females under 17 years were allocated to •never married' unless there was 
defmite e\idence to the contrary in other answers on the Schedule. For other persons 'never married' 
was imputed if Questions JO and JI were not answered, 'widowed' if lO(b) was answered, and 'now 
married' if the answer was 'yes' to the question 'Is this person at present married?' in Question 1 l(a). 
Otherwise a marital status was selected from a random list according to age, compiled from the' most 
currently available· data on the distribution of the populat.ion by age and marital status. 

Usual major activity (Question 2, page 4 of Schedule) . 
The classification of persons accord.in& to their stated usual major activity should not be confused with 

the Jabour !or~ classification which ls based on the actual activity of persons during the specific week prior to the 
Census. Thus the number 9f persons classed as working represents those people who usually do so and therefore is 
unlike'¥ to agree '-ith the number of persons in th~ labour force. 

Nationality (Question 3(b), page 4 of Schedule) 
British nationality includes all persons who, by virtue of the Notionlllity and Citizenship Act J 948·1966 

(Section 7 and Regulation SA), are deemed to be British subjects. In· a small number of cases persons of British 
nationalHy and birthplace have inadvertently been shown as having 'other nationality' rather than 'British'. 

Ptriod of residence (Question 3(c), page 4 of Schedule) 
For the first time in Australian censuses, overseas-born persons were asked whether they were a resident 

of, or a visitor to, AustraliL The number of years an overseas-born person has been a resident of Australia has been 
. denned ~ commencing from the date of fint arrival as a resident 



Religion (Question 6, page 4 of Sc.heduJe) 
• Section 21 of the Census and Statistics .Act 1905-1966 provides that 'No person shall be liable to a 

penalty for omitting or refusing to state the religious denomination or sect to .which he belongs or adheres' which 
accounts for the rather high incidence of 'not stated'. In 1971 at the request of I number of u~rs •. the instruction 'if 
no religion write "none"'was added to the question. The result has been a significant rise in the "no religion' category 
compared to previous censuses and a fall in the 'not stated' category. 

Schoolina (Question 7, page 4 of Schedule) . 
At the 1966 Census persons were asked to state the highest level of schooling completed. For the 1971 

Census the question was redesigned to obtain_ a measure of the highest level attended. 

Pers~ns no longer at school were requested to mark· the grade- in the cunent local system corresponding 
to 1he highest grade which they had attended. 

Education systems differ between the Australian States and the question on schooling was varied 
appropriately in Schedules used in different States. 

.. 
The f oDowing table was used to assign grades (or fonns) in each State or Territory to an approxbnately 

comparable level. 

State or Territory . G,vde or fomi reported 

N.s.w .• VIC., A.C.T., TAS. I & 2 3 4 s 6 1 2 3 4 S&6 
QLD 1,2 & 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
SA, N.T. 1,2 & 3 4 s 6 7 1· 2 3 4 5 
W.A. 1,2 & 3 4 s 6 7 l 2 3 4 5&6 

1 2 3 .. s 6 7 8 9 10 

Level assigned . 
Primary school Secondary school 

The category 'Child not yet attending school' includes children aged 0-4 years and a small number of 5 
and 6 year olds who had not commenced schooling. Person, aged 5-JS years who failed to answer the quution were 
allocated a level based on the modal level for that age in each State using the most currently available information on 
the di,tribution of the school population by age and level 

1966 Residence (Question 9, page 4 of Schedule) 
The details shown for 1966 residence in the tables relate only to those persons aged 5 years and over 

who were enumerated in 1971 at their usual place of residence (see Column .6, page 1 of Schedule). 

Centres with a population of J ,000 or more, and a small number of holiday resorts below this figure, 
are included under 'urban', The balance of the population b treated as rural. 

The category 'other and not stated' includes persons whose residence in 1966 was overseas and also 
persons who failed to give details of the location of their place of resldenc~ in 1966. 

Qualifications {Questions l 2 and J 3, page S of Schedule) 
The level$ of qualifications held, or being studied, were determined as follows: 

Trade : formal recognition of competency in a skilled manual occupation which is usually obtained through an 
apprenticeship and satisfactory progress in part-time studies concurrently with practical training (e.g. 
plumber, fitter, compositor, carpenter, hairdresser) • 

. 
Technician : a level which requires theoretical knowledge,. as weD as practical skills, e.g. wool classing or 

·· nursing. Certificates issued by technical colleges following periods of 4 or 5 years part-time study after 
passing intermediate 01 final secondary school examinations. are classified as 'technician'. 

Non-degree tertiary : a Jevel relating to qualifications obtained following substantial advanced study beyond 
matriculation conferred by institutions and professional associations, e.g. Associate of Australian Society 
of Accountants, Diploma in Business Studies, Teaching Certificate, Diploma of Engineering. 



Bachelor degree : usuaDy conferred by a university following a period of at least 3 years full-time study or 
equivalent part-time study and includes post".graduate diplomas. 

Higher degee : conferred by a university in recognition of substantial studies beyond tte Bachelor level. 

Some qualifications could not be classified to any of the above levels. Most of these relate to short 
specialised courses in such fields as typewriting and shorthand, farm book-kuping, dressmakfog, automotive 
maintenance. 

The labour force and occupational status (Questions 14 and 16, page 5 of Schedule) 
The term ·Jabour force' is used throughout 1971 Census publications in place of 'work force' in 

conformity with the Bureau's quarterly population survey and with international usage • . , . . . 
The · Jabour force is defined as those persons 15 years of age and over who answered •yes' to any of the 

four parts of Question 14. Thus the Jabour force comprises those persons who worked, those who had a job from 
which they were temporarily absent, those who were temporarily laid off wHhout pay for the whole of the reference 
week and those who did not work, did not have a job. and were actively looking for work. 

Persons helping but not receiving wag~s or salary ~o usually worked Jess than IS hours a weet are 
excluded from the Jabour force. Bonded trainees (including trainee teachers) and cadets engaged in full-time study at 
educational institutions are also excluded, even though such institutions were conducted by their employer. 

The unemployed members of the iabour fo.rce are those persons who answered 'No' to Questions 14(a) 
and J4(b) and 'Yes' to Question 14(d) AND those who answered 'Yes' to Question 14(1), 'No' to Question 14(b) and 
'Yes' to Question J4(c). Thus the unemployed consi~t of those persons who did not work during the reference week 
and either looked for work (having no job) or were tempo_rarily laid off from a job. 

The' approach adopted in the 1971 Census for determining the Jabour force c9n(onns closely to the 
recommendations of the Eighth International Conference of Labour Statisticians held in Geneva in 1954 and to the 
approach used at the J 966 Census. 

According to the definition any Jabour force activity during the previous week, however littJe, results in 
the person being counted in the labour force~ . 

Thus many persons whose main activity Hnot a Jabour force _one (e.g. housewife, fuD·tirne student) are drawn 
into the labour force by virtue of part-time or occasional Jabour r orce activity in the previous week .. Answers to Question 2 
on the Schedule indicate that there were substantially more of such persons at the Census of 1971 than at the Census of 1966 
and that they were predominantly females. 

On the other hand, the definition excludes persons who may frequently or usually participate in the Jabour 
force but who in the previous week happened to have withdrawn from the Jabour force. Answers to Question 2 on the 
Schedule indicate that there were substantially more of such persons at the Census of 197.1 than at the Census of 1966, 
especially among males. 

A similar definition of the labour ro·rce ·is used in the quarterly population sample survey cond1JCt~d by the 
Bureau by the method of personal interview. This survey is used to measure changes in the labour force from quarter to 
q~arter in th~ intercensal period. 

Evidence from post-enumeration surveys and pilot tests indicates that the pe_rsonal interview approach tends to 
identify a larger number of persons as in the labour force than does the filling in of the census questions on the Schedule by 
the householder and that this tendency has increased between the 1966 and 1971 Censuses. 

The above considerations should be borne in mind if comparisons of the total labour force or labour force 
participation rates are made between the 1966 and 1971 Censuses, or between the 1971 Census and the 1971 labour force 
quarterly estimates. 



The relationship between the terms •occupational status'. •employment status• and ·Jabour force status' as used 
in 1971 Census publications is Wustrated by the following classifications: . 

Occupational status Employment 1tatw Labour force status 

I. Employer 
2. Self-employed Employed 
3. Employee In the Jabour force 
4. Helper 

s. Looking for first job 

6. Other unemployed 
Unemployed 

7. Not in the labour force Not in the labour force Not in the labour force . 
ln4pstry (Question 17, page 5 of Schedule) 

Industry is defined as the branch of productive activity, business or service carried out by the establishment in 
which a person is employed. · 

For the 1971 Census the classification of industry was based on the Preliminary Edition of the Austrf}ian 
Stan~rd Industrial Classification (ASlC). 

For the purposes of the population census an 'undefined' category was added, where· appropriate, to individual 
Divisions, Subdivisions and Groups of the classification to facilitate the coding of imprecise or generalised descriptions of 
industrial activities on the census schedules. 

At the 1966 and previous Censuses, industry was determined from the respondent's own stated description of 
the 'kind of industry, business or service' in which he worked. With the adoption of ASIC for the 1971 Census comparability 
with previous censuses Is greatly impaired, not only because of changes ln the classification itself but also because in 1971 the 
industry coding in general was not determined from the stated description. Instead the name and address of the establishment 
at which the respondent worked (Question 17(1), (b), {c)) ln general provided the industry code for employees of that 
establishment. Howevir, in a numbei of cases, due to deficient replies concerning name and address of employer or because 
the establishment had not been pre-coded for industry, recourse still had to be made in coding to the respondent's own 
description (Question 17( d)) of the industry in which he worked. 

Occupation (Question J 8, page 5 of Schedule) 
Occupation is denned as the type of work performed by ah employed person and should not be confused with 

the type of productive activity, business or service carried out by the establishment in vm..lch a person works, e.g. a carpenter 
employed by a steel-making establishment would. have the occupation of •carpenter' and industry 'steel manufacture'; an 
electrician working at an oil refinery would have the occupation of 'electrician' but hls industry would be that of "oil refining' 
(see Industry). 

In accordance with the International Standard Classification of Occupations the structure of the Australian 
ctassification used for the 1971 and previous censuses is based primarily on the nature of the work done. The 1971 
classification was prepared from the International Standard Classification of Occupations 1958 (revised J 966). The changes 
in the revised classification were given careful consideration in, the preparation of the 1971 Australian classification. A 
number of new entries have been created to maintain convertibility to the international classification and others created to 
,ve more precise codes in certain occupation groups. · 

DEFINJTJON OF DWELLING 
An occupied dwelling is !Sefmed as any habitation occupied on Census night by a household and may comprise 

the whole or only a part of a building. A household is a person or group of persons living and eating together. The number of 
occupied dwellin~ and the number of households are therefore identical. 

An unoccupied _dwelling is defined as a 'structure built specifically for private Jiving purposes and which is 
habitable, though unoccupied at the time of the Census. 

Non-private dweDings are those dwellings which provide group accommodation such as hotels, motets, hostels, 
and staff quarters' and institutions such as hospitals, nursing homes, prisons, bo~rding schools, etc., and which were occupied 
on Census night. For such dwellings no detaih of the chuacteristics other than class of dwellins were sought. 



Persons classified as •campers out' include those living temporarily in tents, caravans or houseboats or who 
were cam~d out on Census night. Such persons a~ regarded as not Jiving in dwellings for.Census purposes and consequently 
no dwelling details are shown in this publication in ~espect of these persons. Jn Bulletin 6, however, due to a processing 
difficulty, a notionaJ dwelling has been alJocated to each person or group of persons camping out. These have been included 
in Bulletin 6 with non•private dwellinp and amount to 2,383 in Australia as a whole. 

Note tha1 tents, huts, caravans and houseboats used to provide pem:wnent or semi-permanent accommodation 
are classified as dwellinp. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF DWELLINGS , 

Cass of dwellint (Question DJ, pagr. 2 of Schedule) 
·•· For the 197 J Census the question on the ~chedule was expanded by means of illustrations and descriptions to 

assist householders in assigning their dw~Iling to an appropriate dwelling type. This was particularly necessary to enable 
i~entification of villa units, an importlJ\t type of medium-density dwelling which has become common in Australian cities 
since the 1966 Census. The terms used to describe this type of dwelling vary over Australia and the Census Schedule used in 
each State and Terrltozy was varied appropriately. The tenn \rilla urut' used in this bulletin covers dwellings descnoed 
variously as viDa unit, to'W!l house, cottage uni" villa development, cottage flats. 

· In cases where the question was not answered a class was allocated on the basis of other information on the 
Schedule and answers given for adjacent dwellings. 

Material or outer walls (Question D3, page 3 of Schedule) 
At the 1966 and 1971 Censuses cases where no answer was &iven were allocated a material based on the answer 

giv~_n for the pographically nearest d"llinl of the same class. 

Number of rooim (Question 04, page 3 of Schedu~e) 
For census purposes •rooms' exclude bathrooms, toilets, pantries, laundries, storerooms, halls and rooms used 

only for business purposes, but include permanently enclosed ·sJeep-outs. Combined purpose rooms such as a living-dining 
room were treated as one room. 

When no answer had been given to this question a number was allocated on the b~s of the answer given for 
the ge·ographically nearest d!"elling or the same class, except in the case of improYisec,· homes, caravans, houseboats, etc. when 
a number was allocated from a table of random numbers ba.se4 on the distribution of the number of rooms recorded in those 
types of dwelling at the 1966 Census. 

Nature of occupancy (Questions D10 and Dl l(a){b), page 3 of Schedule) 
At the J 966 Census 'tepant of employer' was combined with 'tenant other~. With the separate identification of 'tenant 

of employer' in 1971, data for 'tenant other' is not comparable between the two Censuses. 

Unoccupied dweUinJi - reason for bein& unoccupied (back page of Schedule) . . . 
For dwellings not occupied on the night of the Census, collectors were requued to indicate on the Schedule 

the class of dwelling and, as far as they could determine it, the basic reason why the dwelling was unoccupied. 

Household Classification (derived mainly from Column 2. page 1 of Schedule) 
A 'household' is defined as a 'person or group of persons living and e~ting together\ Wit.run a household there 

can be more than one distinct family unit and these units are identified using blood and marriage relationships as inilicated by 
Colu~ 2 on the Schedule and other infonnation such as name, sex. age and marital status. 

Separate family units within a household are classified into two types: . 
Pn·rrv;zry Family Units (PFU'I) a.re those family units where the head of the family is also the head of the 
household. Such families may consist of only one person. 
Secondary Family Unin (SFU·sJ are all other family units with.in the household. Such families are defined as 
having at )east two pe~ons of immediate family relationship (husband, wife, son, daughter). . . 



G«.&Japhic distribution 

Miptory 
.. 

Persons who on Census night were on board ships in Australian ports or travelling between two Australian 
ports, or who were enumerated on long distance trains, buses or aircraft are classed as 'migratory' and excluded f1om the 
figures for individual geographical areas. They are, however, shown in aggregate under the category 'migratory', and are 
included in the State totals. · 

Urban centres and other bounded localities 

A detailed description of the concepts and methods used in 1971 in defining urban centres is contained in the 
sub~equent text. These methods were similar to those used at the 1966 Census, the main changes beina: 

(a) The elimination of the 'indentation• provision. At the 1966 Census an idented area was inc1uded 
within the urban centre if the distance across the 'neck' was Jess than one mile; 

(b) A re-interpretation of the 'encJosure' rule. At the 1966 Census land was included within the 
urban centre ifit was compJeteJy surrounded by the urban centre itself (or in part by the sea or a 
wide unbridged river). In J 971, if one part of this surround was the sea or a wide unbridged river 
this rule was not applied. 

. At the 1971 Census these conc.epts were used to determine the urban boundaries of all those centres expected 
to reach 25,000 population in J97J. 

,. 
Around other urban centres and non-urban localities, boundaries were delineat_ed, where possible, when the 

population was expected to reach at least 200 by 1971. For this purpose, the most recent available aerial photography was 
used in order to identify ~ closely as possible the periphery of the built up area. 

Major urban 

The term 'major urban' was introduced at the 1971 ~nsus and denotes al) urb~ centres with a population of 
100,000 or more. The population and dwellinp in all other urban centres below this siu are included under 'other urban'. 
The balance of the State or Territory other than migratory (see above) is classified as rural. 

CRJTERIA FOR THE DEUMJT ATION OF URBAN BOUNDA~ES 

The criteria used for delimiting urban centres, as determined by the Thirty.first Conference of Statisticians, 
October 1969, were as follows. 

At each Census of Population and Housing a boundary shall be defined in accordance.with these Resolutions 
for each population cluster of J ,000 or more population (and, for known holiday resorts of Jess population, ·if they contain 
2 50 or more dwellings of which at )east l 00 are occupied). These clusters shall be named 'urban centres~ and the population 
and dwellings _enumerated in them shaJJ be classified as urban for statistical purposes. ' 

Around each urban centre with a population of at least J00,000 a further boundary shaJJ be defined, after 
consultation with planners, to contain the anticipated development of the urban centre and associated smaJJcr urban C-tJ\lres 
for a period of at least twenty years. Such a boundary should delimit an area which is now, or is expected to be, socialJy and 
economically oriented towards the urban centre. It shall consist of complete local government areas if possible. lbis fixed 
boundary (as distinct from the urban boundary which is moving) wiJJ delimit an area which, for general statistical purposes, is 
free from the practical problems imposed by the moving bo\Jndary, but which nevertheless represents the city in a wider 
sense. 

Jn delimit_ing urban centres with 25,000 or more population: 

(a) All contiguous Census CoJJector's Districts which have a population density of SOO or more 
persons per square mile (approximately I 93 persons per square kilometre) shall be included. 
Consequently, State, Statistical Division, Local Government Area and other administrative 
boundaries _shall be disregarded; 

(b) A Collecior~s District which is known to contain a high proportion of holiday homes shaJJ be 
classified as urban if the dwelling density is 125 dwellings per square mile (approximately 48 
dwellings per 5quare Jdlometre) or greater; 

(c) A Collector's District consisting mainly of land used for factories, airports, smaJJ sports areas, 
cemeteries, hostels, institutions, prisons, military camps or certain research ~ations shall be 
classified as urban if contiguous with Collector~, Districts which_ are themselves urban; 



(d) Any Collector's District which consists mainly of land used for large sporting areas, large parks, 
explosives handling and munitions areas, or holding yards associated with meafworks and 
abattoirs shall be cJassified as urban only if it is bordered on three sides by Collector's Districts 
which are themselves urban; 

(e) Any area which is completely surrounded by Collector's Districts which are urban must itself be 
classified as urban; 

(f) Where an urban centre of 25,000 or more population is separated from another urban centre by a 
gap in actual development of less than two miles (by the shortest rail or road distance), the gap 
shall be bridged by classifying a connecting Collector's District or Districts as urban, and 
therefore treating the urban centres as one; if the gap is two or more miles (and·whether or not it 
is comprised mainly of reserved land or a natural barrier) the urban centres shall remain separate; 

(g) Any area included in an urban centre in 1971 or thereafter under the provisions_ of this 
Resolution shall continue to be so included unless the population of the urban centre falls below 
25,000, in which case this Resolution will cease to apply; 

(h) Large peripheral Collector's Districts in growth areas shall be fragmented; and so far as the 
availability of visible boundary features allows, the fragments so created shall be as near 
square-shaped as possible and of such a size that they will contain a .coJJector's workload y.,hen 
fully developed. For the purposes of delimiting urban centres such fragments shalJ be regarded as 
Collector's Districts. 

In delimiting urban centres with less than 25,000 population: 

(a) The urban centres shall be delimited subjectively (by the inspection of a~rial photographs. by 
field inspection and/or by consideration of any other information that is available); 

(b) All continuous urban growth is to be included (which, in small urban centres, would not 
necessarily occur if the density criterion were applied), together with any close but 
non-contiguous development which could be clearly regarded as part of the centre. However, 
cognisance shall be taken of Resolution 3, where appropriate, particularly in urban centres which 
are approaching a population of 25,000. 

In selecting the boundaries for the splitting of ColJector's Districts, cognisance shall be taken, where 
appropriate, of the boundaries of Jand·use zones: 

(a) For State capital cities, nomenclature for the area delimited by -

(i) the urban, and 

(ii) .the outer boundary 

shall be (using Melbourne as the example)­

(i) Urban Melbourne, and 

(ii) Melbourne Statistical Division; 

(b) In other cases where the dual boundary concept is employed, the nomenclature sh~l be (using 
Newcastle as the example) -

(i) Urban Newcastle, and 

(ii) Newcastle Statistical District; 

(c) In cases where only a single boundary is delineated, the nomenclature shall be (using Cairns as 
the example) Urban Cairns; · 

(d) Where an urban centre is formed by the coalescence of two or more named localities, the urban 
centre shall be assigned a name agreed upon after consultation with the Deputy Commonwealth 
Statistician of the State conc.emed. 

, · 
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