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Preface

With the Doha Round of multilateral trade negotiations moribund, it
is time to reconsider the future of trade negotiations as an impetus for
reform. Services trade is a leading-edge behind-the-border issue, so a
services perspective offers critical insights into the future of trade
negotiations more generally. My own thinking on these issues results
from a long sequence of analytical, empirical and policy-related work on
services issues, from both academic and government perspectives. The
purpose of this book is to trace my thinking on how to make sense of
services trade reform, and what this means for the future of trade
negotiations more generally.

I would like to thank, without implication, my fellow travellers on
this intellectual journey. I would like to start with ‘the services team’
who worked with me at the Australian Productivity Commission in the
1990s. Some of them are listed as co-authors of particular chapters —
Alexis Hardin, Leanne Holmes, Kevin Hanslow and Tien Phamduc.
Others appear in the bibliography, the stalwarts being Greg McGuire,
Duc Nguyen-Hong and the irrepressible ‘KK’ Kalirajan (the latter two
sadly died too young), along with Richard Adams, Samantha Doove,
Owen Gabbitas, Joe Owen, Mick Schuele and Tina Smith. During our
pioneering work on measuring barriers to services trade, I used to joke
that like all seminal researchers, they could look forward to being famous
for getting it not quite right the first time around. I am grateful that they
embraced the chance of possible infamy with such enthusiasm, and
brought their professionalism in the area of microeconomic reform to
bear in this new area.
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vi Preface

I would also like to thank the academics with whom we collaborated
in those early endeavours. The first joint research project between the
Productivity Commission, the University of Adelaide and the Australian
National University was headed by Christopher Findlay, who also led
two subsequent services projects. Christopher has been a valued
collaborator — he co-authored two chapters in this volume and appears
prominently in the bibliography. Other early collaborators were
Alexandra Sidorenko, who also co-authored a chapter here, and Tony
Warren. It was with these researchers that I began to explore the general
policy implications of our early analytical and empirical work.

I would like to thank the researchers who helped me to test my
understanding of services issues in particular contexts. Three appear as
co-authors here — Ndiame Diop of the World Bank, Hildegunn Nordas
of the OECD and Anne McNaughton of the Law Faculty at the
Australian National University. Peter Drysdale, also of the Australian
National University, encouraged me to understand the political economy
of any given situation and its implications for institution-building.
Working with the Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East
Asia in Jakarta has allowed me to develop an even deeper understanding
of the links between services trade policy and domestic reform — thanks
to Ponciano Intal and Dionisius Narjoko for facilitating that ongoing
collaboration.

Much of the material in this book is reproduced with the permission
of the original publishers, and I thank them accordingly. Some chapters
have been edited to remove major repetition, such as descriptions of
model frameworks or previous research. In the interests of keeping the
chapters self-contained, some minor repetition of arguments remains.

I would like to dedicate this book to the late, great Richard Snape.
Ever the gentleman, Richard was one of a generation of Australian trade
economists who eschewed narrow specialization. He understood theory,
policy, and institution-building, and saw his role as spanning all three.
He encouraged our early efforts at the Productivity Commission. Were
he alive today, I hope he would see this contribution as following in his
footsteps.

Philippa Dee
Australian National University
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