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Those accustomed to reading scientific expositions of 
tribal s will find this treatise on Solos ma a 
d Several handicaps were foreseen before be-

work. First, there was the problem of the time 
during which the marriage practices had fallen into disuse; 
then the b of time in which the study had to be written" 
Another di was the scarci of inent source 
material for research. 

Des these difficulties I decided o proceed with the 
s of tribal among my people, the Solos. My in� 
tention has been not to produce a thorough scientific treat-
ment of but to indicate some directions for those 
who are among my people. Although much good has been 
accompli.shed during the last fi years by missionaries and 

personnel many mistakes have been made which must 
be corrected in the future if there is to be more fruitful 
work among the Solos. 

I have chosen marriage because in marriage and the family 
we have the foundation of soc and the feeling of belonging 
to a which leads to the action of service. Increased 
respect and understanding of Solos customs and attitudes can 
assist the church in to the Solos people a greater 

of its teaching on the sacrament of marriage. 

This Bulletin is derived from material contained in a 
thesis for a Doctorate in Canon Law presented to the Pontif icia 
Universitas Urbaniana, Rome, in 1 97 1. 

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Most Reverend 
Leo , Bishop of Bougainville who gave me the opportunity 
to do pos studies in Rome; Reverend Professor 
A. Abate, Oo Po , my moderator, and Professors Vo Maconi and 
P. Tchao Yun�Koen, the relators of my thesis; all the Professors 
of the Juridical Section of the Miss Institute; the 
Sacred tion for the lization of the Peoples; 
Reverend Father Mo Schnieder, Rector the Community and the 
Sisters of the Col of St Peter the Apostle; and finally 
to Miss C ,D 0 Mm:'.'in who undertook the painstaking task of 

the 1 manuscript. Mrs Susan Tarva was largely 
responsible for the preparation of the present manuscript. 
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Chapter 1 

Buka Island is one of the seven thousand inhabited islands 
which mushroom in the vast ocean of the Pacific. The name 
Buka is a misnomer of the native word � '  first recorded by 

in 18 83 in his book Iles Solomon. Europeans first 
sighted it in 1767 when Carteret named it Winchelsea (Hinton 
1969:259) but for some unknown reason this name did not per-
sist. As the s goes, the people approached the explorer's 
vessel shouting boka, boka (Bigault 1947:12, Hinton 1969:254, 
259). This word is an exclamation in the language of the Tasi 
tribe who live along the eastern and northeastern coasts of 
the island. It usually comes either at the beginning or end 
of a question, asked in wonderment or annoyance. Used on its 
own, it has no special meaning. When attached to a question 
it means, 'What is it? '. When the people first saw explorers 
and traders asked one another in great amazement what the 
sailing ships were and who these white men were. The word 

came free to their lips. Thinking that the people said 
, the explorers and traders left the island calling it 

Buka Island. Prior to this the island had no common name. 
Buka Island is in the group of islands which form part of the 
Solomon islands. It is approximately 800 miles due east of 
the Papua New Guinea mainland, separating the rest of the 
Solomons from Papua New Guinea and its surrounding islands. 
It is separated from Bougainville by a narrow channel commonly 
known as Buka Passage and former known as K�nig Albert Strasse, 
the name by Parkinson (1907:467) who claimed he was the 
first European to traverse the channel in 1886 (Blackwood 
19 35: 1). 

In 1768 a Frenchman by the name of Bougainville sailed the 
Pacific and rediscovered the Solomons or at least the northern 
Solomons. He went ashore on many islands, one of which bears 
his name , the island of Bougainville. 

Buka Island is 40 miles long and 6 to 7 miles wide, 
220 square miles in area. Like Bougainville, it was formed 

volcanic activities which pushed the continental 

1 



2 

rock-bed from under the sea (Robson 1932:143). Along the 
eastern and northern coasts of Buka, limestone cliffs rise up 
hundreds of feet. The west coast is fringed by almost im­
penetrable mangrov�s and a short mountain range rising a few 
thousand feet. 

The land surface of the island has an incline toward the 
west. All the streams, which are frequently flooded beyond 
their banks by the heavy tropical downpour, empty their waters 
into the sea on the west coast (Montauban and O'Reilly 1958: 
31). Thus the eastern side of the island is left practically 
dry. There is a swamp about a mile wide between the dry land 
and the sea where hundreds of crocodiles make their homes 
(Collinson 1926:24). The island is also covered in thick 
tropical jungle which accounts for the rich black soil that 
is found there. The bigger streams, especially the Gagan 
River, which is formed by three bigger streams which meet 
several miles from the sea, provide the people with an abund­
ance of river sago to use for thatch (Blackwood 1935:2). 

The tribes of Buka 

From the earliest times the island of Buka has been occu­
pied by two tribes: the Tasi tribe (beach people) and the 
Solos tribe (inland people).1 The former live mainly in the 
areas along the eastern and northern coasts. The latter 
inhabit the central and hill areas along the west coast and 
down to its shores. How long ago these two tribes came to 
this island is not known as the people shunned all remember­
ance of their former land. 

Nature was generous towards the people. She provided them 
with all they needed to sustain life from day to day without 
having to work too hard for it (Fox 1967:72-3). They made 
nets, spears, bows and arrows. In agriculture they used stone 
axes and digging sticks (Montauban and O'Reilly 1958:34). For 
their travels over waters they used dugout and � canoes. 
The latter are constructed of thin planks without any outrigger 
(McHardy 1935:49). They made baskets, mats, woven walls from 
bamboo, pottery and carvings which were mainly representations 
or symbols of their ancestors and their clans (Tippett 1967: 
186-9). Although life in the clan was communal, each man set 
his own time. Man was the master of his own destiny in every­
day living (Lamarre 1950:5). The people of Buka are now being 

See Verguet (1883) for a description of the general charac­
teristics of the Buka tribes. 



3 

forced out of this situation and state of mind in order to 
JOl.n a world confused by the mad rush of Western civilisation. 
Cash cropping has virtually taken over subsistence gardening. 

The Solos people 

As mentioned, the Solos people lived mainly in the central 
and hilly areas of the island. They numbered about 3, 700 in 
1928, 1 and spoke a common language or dialect which has its 
origin in the Austronesian language. The dialect is called 
hasolos ('of Solos') but is pronounced as sonos. How the 
word solos came to be used to designate this particular tribe, 
I do not know. The word means sea, and therefore, beach 
people. The word solos signifies neither bush nor inland. 
The nearest name to it is tonos, the name of a hardwood which 
is common in the area. So perhaps it came originally from 
the idea that these bush men were as strong and as hardy as 
the tonos wood. Frequently one hears the following expression 
among the Solos people: 'Owanuk a na kesmeh, meia amagon puo 
tonos' ('let the storm come, the tonos tree has nothing to 
fear') It is also a shout of encouragement especially when 
there is a dance competition between the Solos ahd Tasi people. 
In the midst of uproars and shouts, one hears, 'Hakue yan i 
neen tonos' ('let the branch of the tonos tree swing!'). So 
one could interpret it to mean hardiness. The local name of 
the area is Petisuun meaning downstream or west side of the 
is land. 

The Solos tribe consisted of clans which were independent 
of one another, the only binding factor being their common 
dialect. In the rich forests clans built their hamlets of 
fifty to one hundred huts and cleared areas for their gardens 
of taro and other crops. Each clan scattered throughout the 
area, laying down boundaries beyond which the other clans were 
not allowed, either for gardening, fishing, hunting or for 
collecting nuts and other fruits. Clan members were free to 
make their gardens in the area or hunt or fish in the creeks 
(Fox 1967:13). They chose to live at different villages at 
different times before the Administration laid down the policy 
that people must remain in their villages. 

Domesticated fowls, pigs, and dogs were kept, which foraged 
for food around these hamlets. Wild pigs kept to the deep 
forests where they were hunted with dogs by men of the village. 

Statistics in Epistolae, 1927-28, file 5SS040, Archives of 
the Marist Fathers, Rome (hereafter A:MF). 
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There were also opossums, flying-foxes, snakes and lizards. 
From the flying-fox the Solos people obtained teeth to make 

(teeth money) for bridewealth or to buy pigs and other 
ects from one another. l A whole village often took part 

in fishing in small lakes during the dry season. In bigger 
streams men either fished with torches at night, which caused 
the fish to leave their hiding places and be caught in nets 
laid across the stream some miles downstream, or with a certain 
plant or vine used to stun the fish Using the plant or the 
vine provided a very effective way of fishing but the people 
risked being blinded by the juice. Women collected prawns, 
river shells and snails in the smaller streams. They also 
collected wild vegetables and mushrooms. 

Once or twice a year, the entire village engaged in nut 
and fruit gathering (Montauban and O'Reilly 1958:34). This 
was an opportunity for young men to show their future wives 
and in-laws how we 11 they could climb. The ga lip nuts could 
be stored after being dried in the sun. They were kept to 
make special puddings either for engagement ceremonies or to 
be eaten after important communal work (Ivens 1930:112). A 
family could make such a pudding for a group of people who 
helped them in their gardens. Each family of the village had 
its turn in receiving help. 

The people cooked vegetables and fish in coconut oil. 
Those living in hamlets by the bigger streams found they could 
obtain salt from sea water flowing into the streams during 
high tide (Blackwood 1935:8 9). Sago was occasionally eaten, 
and at .times became a staple food for those who had given up 
the usual foods after the death of their loved ones. The 
normal length of time for abstaining from food was three 
months. After this a burial feast was held in which the de­
ceased was officially recognised and declared as dead, and 
gone from the clan (Montauban and O'Reilly 1958:56). His or 
her name could not be mentioned until a generation later

.2 when again the same name was given to a newly born baby. In 
certain cases, where the dead persons were very dear in life, 
the bereaved abstained from taro until they died. They re­
sorted either to eating sago or yams or to other rare kinds 
of food. 

Pigs were kept and raised especially for feasts and for 
bridewealth. Once a year the feast was staged by a 

1 Personal communication, B. Memmes, 5 June 1970. 
2 A. Binois, Epistolae, 3 January 19 10, pp. 3, 10, AMF. 
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different clan of the Solos tribe where each chief demonstrated 
his wealth and power and prestige before other chiefs and clans 

to outdo the othero During such a gathering maternal 
uncles sought for prospective husbands and wives for their 
nieces and nephews. 

Before other clans or villages, the host village 
had a special dance every night called Tunes were sung 
to the accompaniment of wooden slit gongs or drums made from 
the tree. These drums were called , from a word mean-

heart. It was said that the person who thought of making 
these drums got his idea from the beat of his own heart. 

From hearing the beat of drums the other clans knew there 
was to be a feast in the area in a couple of months" They 
would things for dancing. Since the 
feas was a very special one, the invitation was sent 
form of two coconuts decorated with the leaves of a red or 
purple croton called which signified nobility and 
sacredness. The men of the inviting clan would go to the 
other clan and suspend husked coconuts from the rafters of the 

(assembly house) of that clan and leave immediately. 
invitation was sent first to one and then to the next clan, 

never to all at the one time. The two coconuts represented 
acceptance of the invitation and acceptance of the responsi-
bi of a feast the following year. Thus if two 
coconuts were cracked in the first village it was a sign of 

both. If on one was cracked in the first village� 
two more were sent to the next, until one of the clans broke 
both coconuts (Montauban and O'Reil 1958:70). The rest then 
would be sent only one coconut. This would indicate that one 
of the clans along the way had promised to stage the feast 
for the following year. All the clans were expected by the 

clan to at least the invitation. A refusal 
was a s of ill will against the other. So the 
a means for each clan to find out how it stood in 
the others as well as a reunion and goodwill feasta 

General , the Solos are still less outgoing and 
ambitious than the Tasi people� and of firm characters 

O'Reil 1958:31) 0 have always been con-
tent with have and have a tried to safeguard 
wha rather than make conquests and new 
gains in battles against another tribe, 

was main avenge a member and killed by that 
tribeo Now and again an ambitious chief would arise among 
them who would not wage war against other tribes but 
would also to subdue the other clans of the same tribe 
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under his rule Such a chief would also make expeditions to 
c�pture women from the other tribes to be his extra wives.I 

Solos men and women were bound to their families and clan. 
They tried to make the best of their marriages and had as many 
children as possible. 2 These children gave them a very special 
standing with the chief and other members of the clan. They 
were efficient farmers and good fishermen and hunters although 
they lived in constant fear of other tribes and even other 
clans. Such distrust led to a very closed community, the clan. 
Since the men were preoccupied with the task of vigilance, the 
garden work and the transportation of food and wood fell en­
tirely upon the shoulders of the women (Turner 1920:5). Yet 
the Solos had a high regard for women because their society 
traced its members through women alone (Bugoto 1969:551). In 
any family, the women were more important than the men 
(Codrington 189 1:34). 

Solos men and women belonged to a matrilineal group and 
could not marry relatives within the same clan (Ivens 1930: 
82). Inheritance passed from the maternal uncle to nephews 
and nieces (Blackwood 1935:44). The sister was the ruler and 
head of a clan, but the brother was the chief who practised 
and exercised power over the clan and its members (Codrington 
189 1:34). The children of any marriage belonged legally to 
the wife and to her brothers and relatives. This did not 
however mean that the husband and his people were strangers 
to the children; in fact, since a wife was frequently raised 
in the husband's community after marriage, children became as 
intimately associated with their father's relatives as with 
their mother's. 3 Although the symbolic aspect of kinship 
stressed ties with the mother and her matrilineal kin, strong 
allegiances were often built up with the father's kin so there 
was little intergroup hostil (Rivers 19 14:77). 

Leadership was inherited, but a more capable man could take 
the lead when the leader showed his inability to rule (Tippett 
1967:144-5). Since each clan consisted mainly of blood rela­
tions, there was not too much of a reaction when another 
person took over as leader. He had to exert his influence 
over the natohi (chief) and the rest of the clan. Normally, 

See p.22 ff. for a discussion of polygyny. 
2 

J. Chevruil, 
AMF. 
3 See section on 'Marriage as a process' in Chapter 2. 
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a younger brother or cousin or close relative of the chief 
could replace him by building his prestige among the people 
through the provision of feasts and through demonstrating his 
abilities in clan activities. Such a person could not, however, 
call himself natohi if the chief was alive or if his family's 
f irstborn daughter had a young son who was expected to assume 
the title of chief. If he belonged to this family he assumed 
the title of chief as soon as the ruling chief died. 

The ideal Solos chief was of the chieftain family who had 
to be either elder brother or the second-born after a girl in 
the fami He was a man of great influence within his own 
clan and with the other clans also; he was brave in battle 
and daring in all his undertakings; he possessed wealth in 
the form of shell money, flying-foxes' teeth money, pigs and 
land.l All these enabled him to play host to the other clans 
and any strangers who happened to come into his clan. The 
chief possessed the biggest garden in the village. Often 
young unmarried men gardened for him and were given a hatuk 

freshing meal) in return. Until their marriage, such men 
had to do all the work which concerned the clan. It was the 
chief's lege to employ them since he often supplied meals 
during important occasions. This is also why many chiefs had 
more than one wife (Guppy 1887:44). 

It was not sufficient therefore for the chief to accumulate 
and store up wealth in order to be considered a rich man and 
a leader. He had to use what he had for the good of all those 
under him. In order to be effective and to elevate his posi­
tion, he would have to stage feasts, with all that he possessed, 
inviting other clans to dances in his village (Tippett 1967: 
145). A generous person could make people respond readily to 
his wishes. 

The belonged to the chief. It often bore the emblems 
of the and the clan, indicating his power and nobility. 
This house formed the central point of the village. In it, 
important announcements were issued (Montauban and O'Reilly 
1 955:52). The were kept here to call the people to gather-
ings, to warn them of an enemy attack or to announce good or 
bad news. Each special beat of the had a particular 
message known to all. Sometimes a clan could call another 
clan for help when attacked by an enemy because the sound of 
these could be heard from long distances. Likewise, during 
a combined attack against an enemy the drums could be beaten 

See 
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in such a way as to say that it was time to advance on the 
enemy. The other clan would go at once into battle (Oliver 
1955:60). 

The tsiuhan was used exclusively by men. It was, besides 
being a house for issuing orders, a visiting house for the 
men of the village. Visiting at a person's house was very 
rare (Guppy 18 87:38). 

Only women could visit one another in their houses, the 
or back-end being assigned to them. The pore (front end) 

was exclusively for men (Montauban and O'Reilly 1958:37). 
Occasionally the man of the house sat with his friends and 
chewed betel nut. 

Clan members freely shared all they had, especially food. 
They invited one another to their gardens to harvest taro if 
the others seemed a little short of food in their gardens. 
So, on the whole, the Solos men and women were generous and 
faithful to the laws and regulations of the clan and tribe. 

The women generally were faithful to their spouses, as were 
the men, although the latter occasionally took part in amorous 
expeditions to the other clans or tribes (Montauban and 
O'Reilly 1958:37). This happened particularly during the 
period of lactation when rigorous restrictions were placed on 
husbands having sexual union with their wives; this was be­
cause they wanted no pregnancy while the other child was still 
small. The use of love charms was very common, their manufac­
ture often being known only to one or two members of several 
families in the clan (Montauban and O'Reilly 1958:60). These 
charms were made from mixtures of certain roots and trees 
upon which the names of the dead ancestors were invoked for 
effectiveness (Tippett 1967: 12). 

Compared with the Tasi people, the Solos have been less 
receptive to new ideas. They were never exposed to outsiders 
as were the Tasi people and they were content with the security 
their way of life gave them (Fox 1967:3 14). To them it was a 
happy life because every man had a place and contributed his 
share to the common good of others (Bugoto 1969:551). For 
them their tribe and especially the area owned by the clan 
was the world and the bush was their schoolbook. 

The Solos are generally less boisterous and talkative than 
the Tasi. 1 They speak all at once, in a flurry, for five or 

A. Binois, Epistolae, 3 January 19 10, p. 6, AMF. 
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ten minutes, followed by intervals of silence as though they 
have run out. of conversation. It must be remembered, however, 
that the slowness to accept white men's ideas, or the silence 
within the conversation is not a sign of complete eclipse of 
thought. It is the moment the Solos people sum up and weigh 
the content of ideas and things in the conversation. They must 
be convinced that the advantages of a new idea outweigh those 
of their old convictions or practices. Today some Tasi people 
have cheated Solos of their money through a mixture of 'business 
talk' and cargo cult. The Tasi have played upon the inquisitive 
minds of the Solos exploiting their belief in legends which 
seems to be justified in modern times by all they see around 
them (O'Reilly 1951: 1). 

The Solos consider a person as either a hard or a kind one. 
People are then approached according to how they have been 
judged. A hard person is approached in awe and fear and false 
reverence which is quickly replaced by slyness and trickery. 
When a person is harsh towards the people, he rarely obtains 
the truth from them. On the other hand, a kind person is ap­
proached in openness. 

There is nothing more hateful to the Solos than to be 
treated harshly. In their past society, a harsh person was 
eliminated either by poison or by exposure to the enemy during 
a battle where he was killed. Such solutions are no longer 
possible and so the ill feelings and resentments of the people 
are pent up in their hearts and minds. Occasionally indivi­
duals show this tremendous pressure by attempting to use their 
fists against their educators. The chiefs are said to have 
been strict towards their subjects, but they also possessed 
kind and well-disposed personalities. Their strictness came 
only after a subject did something that went against the clan. 
Thus the strictness of a person with a background of a kind 
and a just personality was always accepted by the people of 
Solos" 

A Buka or Solos will never forgive a person who punishes 
him for deeds he has not done and for exposing him needlessly. 
Such a strong reaction derives from the fact that in olden 
days the Solos were particularly clan-conscious, each indivi­
dual's actions representing either fidelity or treachery to 
the clan. It was therefore each person's aspiration to live 
his or her life in order to be well thought of by others 
(Wallis 1926:352). So public reprimand of a person for an 
evil deed unknown to others breeds ill feelings in the culprit 
and the lack of a sense of inner worth. 

As the Solos know that many of their old practices have 
been eradicated by Christianity for a better life, they expect 
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their missionaries and leaders to manifest all these Christian 
considerations they preacho To them an exhortation to love 
your neighbour or to be just to others means nothing unless 
they see those who preach these things practise them. Abstract 
theories as far as they are concerned are mere words. 

Thus the Solos people expect a fair treatment from those 
who lead them to something which is supposed to be better than 
their own way of life. Self-control, refinement of manners 
and courtesy are indispensable; a mild, generous, yet firm 
character, and a sociable, cheerful and lively temperament 
are the only tools for success (Charles 193 8: 197-200). 

Traditional Solos religion revolved around worship of the 
spirits, especially those of the deceased ancestors, super­
stitious practices, charms, magic and sorcery. The pure 
spirits were also honoured and worshipped (Montauban and 
O'Reilly 1958:35). Prayers were offered to these spirits for 
protection, for material needs and for helping the sick, and 
atonement for the misdeeds of the individual or the clan. 

Their religion also had a tendency toward animism (Montauban 
19 10:44), but this was not explicitly acknowledged as in other 
parts of the Solomons" The tendency existed only in so far as 
the people sought to acquire strength by rubbing on their 
bodies coconut oil or juices of certain roots after they were 
chewed with bet.e 1 nut, pepper fruit and lime" This was more 
medicinal than anything else. 

The Solos people had sacred places where each clan or 
family honoured the spirits of the dead and the pure spirits 
(Fox 1924:1 12-24). The spirits of the dead, called mat, were 
believed to live in cemeteries where they were buried (Montauban 
and O'Reilly 1958:69). The pure spirits lived in sacred places, 
mountains, rivers or rocks called masanoh. As soon as a burial 
place of an ancestor became unknown his spirit was said to live 
now in the company of the pure spirits in the sacred places. 

Since the ancestors once lived among the people and there­
fore knew their needs and hardships, the people prayed to them 
for their material needs and the successful growth of their 
gardens. Pure spirits were believed to control the happenings 
of nature. They were divided into two groups, the bad and the 
good. Thus an unsuccessful fishing or hunting expedition was 
often attributed to the latter's actions. The ancestors' 
spirits then were invoked to ward off the bad spirits. To 
them also were assigned the protection of the area owned by 
the clan, with its streams and fruit trees. They were invoked 
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to bring unsuccessful hunting and fishing on trespassing clans 
(Firth 1 951:208). At the same time, the people lived in con­
stant fear of these spirits (Lamarre 1 950:3). The Solos people 
did not offer sacrifices in the strict sense but they laid 
offerings at the sacred places.1 The fact though that the 
Solos had a term to signify burnt sacrifices (hatong) indicates 
that these occurred. 

The Solos people also possessed legends which greatly in­
fluenced their hope for a better life in the future and in 
the next life. Many of those legends were similar to many of 
the stories in the Bible, which is one reason why the Solos 
readily accepted Christianity. Christianity seemed to verify 
many of the old beliefs. Their ancestor and founder, Gerian, 
was believed to have been born of a rock without the instru­
mentality of man and woman; the expulsion of a couple resulted 
in the disappearance of an ideal world of plenty because they 
neglected to perform a certain duty. These two legends they 
compared and found to be the same as the Christian Creation 
and Incarnation. The story of an infant lying in a manger 
convinced them all the more that this was the same person as 
in their legend. There were many such legends which one may 
find among the writings of O'Reilly ( 1 95 1) and Montauban 
( 1 9 36). 

To eat an enemy in order to absorb the strength of his 
spirit was a horrifying thought for the Solos people. They 
believed that the strength or spirit of an enemy was just as 
dead to them as the person himself was. As mere humans, 
they could not fight and conquer the spirits of the enemy and 
so it was left to their ancestral spirits to subdue the enemy's 
spirits. The downfall of an enemy was an indication that his 
spirit and strength were conquered by the victor's spirits. 
Thus before eating an enemy there was a ceremony, similar to 
an exorcism, in which the ancestors and their spirits were 
invoked to cast out the spirits of the enemy lest they brought 
harm to those who ate his flesh (Lamarre 1 950:14). 

1 The night of the same day of a person's death, the people 
would go to the bush to call for the soul of the dead man to 
come back to the house. They would prepare food and would 
leave it in his house. Food would be replaced every day until 
the last festive meal, two or three years later, and then 
thrown into the river, adding pieces of pork (Binois 1 9 10: 10). 
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Cargo cult is based on the belief that material goods (which 
white men possess) have real been manufactured by the dead 
ancestors and that these goods rightly belong to their descend­
ants. They hope to feast on the things sent by their ancestors 
from unknown lands. In order to obtain these goods, the dead 
ancestors have to be honoured with certain rituals. This is 
derived from the fact that each tribe possessed its own ways 
of worshipping its ancestors in the past. 

The practice of cargo cult is ridiculed by all except those 
who are involved in it. Little real attempt has been made to 
look at it from the point of view of the people. Intervention 
by force only confirms the people's conviction that the govern­
ment and the missions are trying to withhold the secret of 
obtaining cargo. 

For the Solos the basis for the cargo cult did not originate 
by seeing manufactured goods brought by white men. This only 
reminded them of their longing for a better life. They savoured 
their many legends which reminded them of an ideal world. 
Among them were legends of persons who created things out of 
nothing. For example, there were the legends of Matumbu, 
Gerian and T ukee. The Matumbu legend concerned a person who 
made things out of nothing by a wave of his hand, or by simply 
wishing these things. The legend of Gerian concerned a man 
who was supposed to be lord over a place of delight, where 
man did not have to work. Everything was there for man's en� 
joyment. Then one day the wife of his friend refused to offer 
him a stick of fire. Because of this, he went away with every­
thing leaving the people with nothing. The Tukee legend 
concerned a rejected .orphan who.invented a flying tower called 
Tukee (Montauban 19 36:44). These legends existed before 
Christianity came to Bougainville and before the people heard 
of the white man's aeroplanes, and before they ever saw one. 

The old Solos religion was materialistic in its aims. It 
was not a religion which sought to unite man with a supreme 
and good being'·through worship, prayers and 'moral' living. 
Rather it was· a religion which offered them a way to appease 
the spirits of the ancestors who w�Te at times angry because 
people violated the customs of the ·tribe and clan. 1:'It was 
principally a religion of supplication rather than df adora­
tion4 Sacrifices were offered for good health, for cures 
from sickness, and for protection from the violence of nature, 
malicious spirits, magicians, sorcerers and enemies. Physical 
strength rather than moral strength was sought; success in 
hunting and fishing, a good harvest, good weather and other 
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similar things were asked for" The people were closely bound 
to nature. There were certain phenomena of nature the causes 
of which they could not explain. Thus the natural solution 
for them was to say they were caused by the spirits (Lamarre 
1950:3). 

They accepted Christianity fair quickly (Montauban 1936). 
This was partly due to its simi to their own religion. 
When the missionaries taught them to pray in the Christian 

did that very easily. They were told to pray 
(grace). This to them was probably an invisible 

would someday be revealed to them (Hastings 
Furthermore, were told to pray to God for all 

their needs. That was not a strange practice to them. They 
had prayed to their ancestors for years before Christianity 
came a To those who taught them the Christian religion, 
the aims of prayer were faith in God, grace, moral strength 
and increase in virtue, and God's blessings. For these people, 
newly introduced as they were to Christianity, and so deeply 
immersed in their own social life and religion, their 'needs' 
were still very much a material question. When the mission­
aries arrived and taught them to pray, this seemed to be at 
last the better way of having all their needs met. 

As became accustomed to Christianity, they realised 
how prayerful the missionaries were, reciting the breviary or 
the rosary every noticed that the missionaries re� 
ceived manufactured goods which they sometimes handed out to 
the chiefs so that the chiefs would let their subjects join 
the Christian rel (Carrier 1965:210). The logical con-
clusion was to think that these goods received by the 
missionaries came as a result of their dai prayers. The 
number of adherents to Christ increased rapid They 
hoped that if stayed in this religion and prayed long 
enough� would reach the s where their prayers would 
be just as effective as those of the missionaries. Thus the 
people were not converted Christians but trained Christians. 
For a people so rooted in their beliefs, real conver­
sion as such could not have taken place as quickly as it did. 
The fact that magic and sorcery are still practised today 
confirms that these Christians were 'trained' rather than 
'converted' . 1 Furthermore the belief in cargo cult is active 
in the second and third generations (Tippett 1967:84). Many 
have reached the stage where even the Christian religion has 

P. Montauban, 
AMF. 

9 December 1946, file 5SS331, p. l, 



14 

not answered their hearts' longing. 1 They have prayed long 
enough and no goods have come. Meanwhile, the missionaries 
are continuing to receive their goods. What can they under­
stand from this? The missionaries are hiding the secret of 
access to cargo. Imprisonment of Solos leaders is regarded 
as a way of maintaining the secret. 

What do the people think of the non-praying Chinese and 
Europeans who receive goods? They believe that these people 
are intercepting the goods meant for them. In desperation 
they resort to ancestral worship once more and go back to 
their old beliefs (Tippett 1967:2 12). They beseech the an­
cestors to bring them the goods directly; they must come 
through the cemeteries. Never before have the people gone as 
far as having their rituals in cemeteries. 

Others have resorted to kato papan, sexual liberties with 
anyone except blood relations. Those who freely indulge in 
sex such as those at Hahalis, do so with the intention of 
increasing their population, in order to overthrow the white 
man by force and to claim what rightly belongs to them (Willey 
1965:110). Others practise what is called � ' a ritual fol­
lowed at Koromira. It is designed to overcome the natural 
urges of the flesh which they firmly believe to be the cause 
of the cargo's not arriving. At certain times of the day, 
young men and women who live together undress and pair off to 
perform the � ceremony. The pairs position themselves for 
intercourse. When a man and a girl do this a number of times 
without actually having intercouse, they are promoted to a 
higher rank of leadership. Those who are promoted to a higher 
rank are said to be closer to acquiring the much-longed-for 
cargo. 

Why the sexual abstention of one and an over-indulgence in 
sex of the other? The answer seems to be this: at Hahalis 
the over-indulgence in sex began originally as a revolt against 
a representative of the Catholic religion (Tippett 196 7:209). 
Now the people intend eventually to take over white men's 
possessions by force. - At Koromira their practice of sex ab� 
stention came about through the �ealisation that the clergy 
and the religious were celibate and in their prayers were more 
efficient in getting the cargo to come. 

The cargo cult beliefs of the Solos have been more subtle 
than elsewhere. Some joined the beach peoples' open practice 
of cargo cult. But for most, the belief has been an under­
ground movement. They see in the Christian religion the 

l Ibid., p. 2. 
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fulfilment of many of their legends, so 
has come to receive the cargo. have 
to because it did not fulfil 

hope the time 
become indifferent 
the hopes with which 

hears is: 

.;;;;;;.;.;..;;...;;....;;_.;;_...;;...i.;.--.;_,,;;;;......���--'--������������-:-� 
1' ('I have 
Christ 

Ridicule or imprisonment will certainly not eradicate these 
ideas from people's minds. In their confusion ly 
need ic understanding from those who are interested 
in their welfare. Too often knowledge about cargo movements 
has been inaccurate and second hand. s that with 
the education of the young ion this cargo belief will 
disappear. Thus no a is made to understand the older 
generation who are involved in the cargo movemento This is a 
grave mistake because still have a great influence over 
the menta of the young. The old generation in the vil 
have to be ta.ken care of and made to feel part of the new 
deve s As as feel neglected the ideas 
of cargo will not be eradicated. With so many bots and ls 
now to the vil after standard six, the older 
generation will have more and influence. It is of the 

be shown towards the villagers 
s. that the missionaries 

and officials maintain contact with the 
people. This alone will tter their illusions 
about cargo. To back this up ects should be introduced 
into the vil s ther the stations or towns. Standard 
s school leavers could he the older to organise the 
vil under the direction of missionaries or De-
partment officials. The must feel part 
of these ects. Their must be taken into ac-

Another fa. 
their be lief in 

lives 
ions in order 

of the cargo .c1 
everyone did 

1 

1967: this that 

which can assis the pe to overcome 
cargo is to make clear to them that in their 

everyone has to work their and planta 
to live. If the ancestors were the 

would have passed on that way of life where 
but feast on goods. What the 

standard six school leavers are able to 
in 

school education. 
school after their primary 
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ancestors had, they passed on: arrows and bows, clubs and 
spears, songs and dances. Simple examples, such as telling 
people to set a table with empty plates and expect food to 
come on these plates without someone cooking, can help the 
people to see how unreal their hope for cargo is. 



Chapter 2 

was composed of exogamous 
by kinship or genealogical 

s While Western culture stresses 
choice of , the solos culture stressed the choice 

by kinship. , in the past, was contracted 
s within the Solos tribe; tribe exogamy did not exist. 
The people were divided into four main totemic groups, the 

the the and the The 's 
totem was a fowl, the s an eagle, the 1s was a dog 
and the 1s a sea hawk. Unlike other parts of Bougainville, 
the Solos did not have totem exogamy. Ideal members of 
each totem group would marry among themselves. between 
these totem groups was stric prohibited; if ever an exception 
was made, it was done by the chiefs in order to secure allegi­
ances a If two groups possessed a totem bird in common, marriage 
within the same totem was not excluded. The bird 
was also eaten. 

A totem is known as a or 
clan refers to a group whose members are related to one another 
as descendants of a common ancestor. E years ago such 
clans one village. were strict , all 
blood relations. As members of a clan married into other clans 
and their spouses, the clan was made up of 
a number of ...... u��,....�·�, especially if the wife was brought into a 

settlement with matrilineal descendants (Blackwood 
A man had to look outside his group for a wife. If 

was ever attempted within the same group, death re-marriage 
sulted 19 14 504). Through these local 
exogamy vanished. 

The people found that the safest 
way to avoid brother-sister was blood relation 

1 See Appe.ndix for a lis 
tribe. 

of 
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within the Solos 
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exogamyo It still exists today, although the Western concept 
of s after the third degree collateral confuses them. 
Some marriages are beginning to follow the Christian customs. 
Marriages between closely bound kin are regarded as incestuous. 
The use of terms such as brother and sister towards a relative 
(even distant) automatically excluded sexual relationships with 
them. One factor responsible for breaking down the traditional 
norm of morality is the ridicu of the kinship terms of re-
lation. 

Clan relationship means the awareness of 
a smaller group of from a common ancestor. 
To keep their ident , these groups lived in villages inde­
pendent of other groups, despite the fact of their being one 
people. Such groups consisted principally of blood relations. 
These independent groups were connected to one another by 
marriage, thus giving rise to relationship by a 

Totem relationships the Solos involve having 
either the eagle as their mythical 
ancestor. The two groups were throughout the entire 
area of the tribe. Ideal nakarik married only 
among their own totem. The believed to be the 
first inhabitants of the is assumed the 
role of the nobility through exhibition of strong magical 
powers. Natural there existed a strict prohibition of inter­
ma between these two classes at the beginning. In time, 
however, intermarriage was allowed after certain dispensations 
were carried out. As years passed it was no longer easy to 
recognise who belonged to the and who belonged to the 

To solve this confusion resorted to reading 
the marks on the palms of the hand to see to which 
(household) one belonged The had three lines on the 
palms and the had four lines. interma , 
one person both, indicated the bearing of three 
lines on one palm and four lines on the other. 

Certain foods were ted according to totem membership. 
The ceremony impos the prohibition was known as A 
few minutes after a baby was born, the aunt, who as a rule 
was the leading midwife, took it its hands and feet and 
swung it back and forth as she foretold what outstanding quali-
ties would be the life of the baby. These are 

boy� 

' 
, or a worker!') was 

treated in the same way only adding those qualities required 
of womeno After this the aunt warmed a special leaf and 
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f o r  you ,  i t  is f o rbi dden to e at a 
f ox f o r  the re s t  o f  lif e  unde r  

p ain o f  c on trac t 
an d O ' Re i l  1958: 

1 s ho ws the tri be 
The n 

re lati on s  was exc lu de d. 
e nc lo s e d wi thi n  the mi ddle c i rc le .  
c i rc le o f  re lat 

) ( Mon tau ban 

c i rc le o f  re la-
' f o llowe d  the 

be twe e n  f ami an d blo o d  
Thus are joine d an d 

are c onne c te d  to the 
to i n di c ate c ertain 

was tive 
pe rmi tte d thre e oute r  c i rc le s .  

F 

tri ba 1 re la t 
' s  aware ne s s  

o f  the s ame 
langu age o r  di ale c t  

a.tio the r tri be . 

Family 
2 Consanguinity 
3 Affinity 
4 Totem 
5 Tribe 

I me an the 

s ame 
at time s jo ine d in battle 
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F i gur e 2. Po s s i ble ma 
t he t ri be 

Family 
2 Consangunity 
3 Affinity 
4 Totem 
5 Tribe 

AB&C Clans 

= indicates marriage 
permitted between 
but not within clans 

wi t hi n  

T he S o lo s  pe ople re g ar de d  mar r i age as a s oc i al ins t i t u t ion 
whi c h  pe rmit t e d  e ac h  c ouple a s t able c o habi t at i on : they s up ­
por t e d e ac h  ot he r  an d 

'
r ai s e d c hi ldre n  i n  t he s hor t t ime t hey 

live d f o r  t he c lan .  
· 

S o lo s  re quire d t hat y oung boys  an d g ir ls be t r aine d an d 
we ll prep are d f or marr Mar ri e d  li fe  was looke d u pon as 
t he f oundat i on o f  t he we ll- be ing an d s oli dar i t y  o f  t he t ri be 
an d c lan. T hroug h t hi s  ins t i t u t i on t he numbe r  o f  it s membe r s  
was incr e as e d  f or t he s up por t an d s tr e ng t he n i ng o f  t he ir g r ou p  
ag ain s t  o t he r  t r i be s . P art ner s  we re c ho s e n  by t he p are nt s an d 
t he m at e rnal unc le s . F re e  c ho i c e  of  p ar t ne r s  wou ld have in ­
c ur re d t he di s p le as ure o f  t he c lan . Mar r i ag e  was t oo impor t ant 
t o  le t young , inexpe r ie nc e d boy s  an d g i r ls c hoos e t he ir o wn 
p ar t ne rs Fur t he rmor e , marri age was not  me ant as a s t ar t  o f  
an inde pe n dent f amily , as i n  We s t e rn cu lt ure ; r at he r ,  i t  was 
a me ans by whi c h e ac h  c lan exp an de d  i t s e lf ( T hie l 19 70: 14). 
T hi s  me an t  t hat t he couple we re , more t han be f o re , bound t o  
t he who le c lan a s p e c i al way . Mar ri ag e  was not s imp ly a 
' love af f air ' be t we e n  p ar t ne rs but a br i dge be t we e n  v ar ious 
f ami li e s  an d c lans , an d a way o f  re c on c i ling c as t e  dif f er e nc e s  
( t ot em di f fe r e nc e s )  an d di f fe r e nc e s  in  s oc i al s t at us . I n  a 



certain sense it was a silent, invasion of another 
clano This 1 when a fami had many 

2 1  

a 1 married into another family or clan, 
she extended her clan into the one she married, because the 
children were hers and her 's as the Solos was a matri-
linea 1 soc (Blackwood 1 9 35 : 3 9 ) . 

As a sacred of husband and wife� marriage was natur-
al surrounded taboos and rites. Severe punishments were 
meted out for and fornication (Montauban and O'Reilly 
1 9 5 8 :75 ) . Ferti rites were during the early 

of the first pregnancy. Taboos were imposed upon the 
s of the unborn (Wall is 1 9 2 6 : 3 60) . After the birth 

of a child there was a cleansing rite coupled with another 
ferti rite to ensure other births in the future (Montauban 
and O'Reil 1 95 8 : 35 ) . connected with marriage, 
the sex organs, and sexual acts within were considered 
sacredo The marital union was sacred as well as secret. 

within the minds of the Solos was the conviction 
that their first to serve the clan and the tribe. 
The children 
love were to be 
is seen as a means 

into the world, through their mutual 
builders of the lineage. 'Marriage 

of extending the fami (Thiel 1 9 7 0 : 14) 

Parents had the to instil in their children from their 
ea years the idea of service to the clan and tribe: each 
individual was not an end in himself but found a meaning-
ful basis for his existence in his clan. The clan provided 

a normal individual needed for a , stable and 
secure existence 1 9 5 1: 2 10) . 

A was sent to live at a common house at the 
age of seven or At about the same age a was 

to her future husband's parents' house to be trained 
her future mother-in-law. The young bride was reminded 

that her future and her betrothed's future belonged to the 
clan. The better became as husband and wife, and the 
more children had, the would be esteemed by 
the chief and the rest of the members of the clan" Marriage 
therefore was a communal institution, 

Generos was a necessary virtue among the people and 
s ried to teach their children to be generous at all 

imes. In the goods, 
especial food" s a person, to show his 
thanks and gave back an of lesser value. 
I whole clan was a return feast 

put on a feast 

1 9 68 , vol , 15 , London, p . 2 2 1 "  
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S i nc e  t he S o l o s  p e o p l e  p os s e s s ed a ma t r i a rcha l s oc iety , 
t ra ce d  the i r  l ineage t o  a c ommon a nc e s t re s s  (Monta u ba n  

a nd O ' Re i l  1 9 5 8 : 3 7 ) . The r e f ore , eve ry f ir s t  da ughter o f  a 
fami ly had t he r ight of s uc c e s s i on whi ch t he c lan wa s 
ext e nd e d . Around her fami ly revo lved the s oc ia l a nd r e l ig ious 
l i fe  of  the pe op l e . It wa s cus t oma ry to name chi l d r e n  a f te r  
t h e  ance s t or s . As f ir s t  born , a had t he priv i l e ge o f  
u s ing t h e  name s  o f  famous c lan ance s t or s . Na t ura l ly ,  s ince 
the chi ldren  be l onged l e ga l ly to he r and he r bro the r s  a nd 
re la t ive s , name s g i ven t o  the chi ldren  came f rom h e r  s id e  
( B la ckwood 1 935 :7 8 ) . The chi ldren we re nev e r  g iven name s 
f r om the fa t he r ' s  s id e . Likew i s e  d id n o t  bea r  h i s  la s t  
name a s  i s  c u s t oma ry i n  We s t e rn cu l ture ( B la ckwood 1 9 35 : 3 2 ) . 
Thi s  pra c t i c e  i s  p re s ent ly be i ng impos ed u pon t he pe o p l e  f or 
f i na nc i a l a nd s t a t i s t i ca l  rea s on s , but in d oi ng t h i s  s ome thing 
i s  be ing d e s t royed . A name mea n t  mor e  than jus t  a t a g  of  
ident i f i ca t i on i n  the c ommuni t y  w i th i n whi ch t hey l ived . I t  
spe l l ed out t he d e s t iny o f  the ind ividua l i n  hi s o r  he r da i ly 
l i fe f or t he bea re r  of  a n  a nc e s t or ' s  name had to s t r ive a f te r  
the v i rt u e s o f  t ha t  pa rt i cu la r  ance s t o r . 

E a c h  fami ly mad e  s ur e  i t  had enough wea l t h  f o r  trade  whi ch 
wa s ma inly  ba r t e r . Provid i ng f or br idewea l th , howeve r ,  wa s 
the re s pons i bi li ty o f  t he ma t e rna l unc l e o I t  wa s h i s  c once rn 
t o  have e nough t e e th money t o  be a ble t o  hand the s e  out f or 
the br ide s of  h i s  n e phews . Thu s  i t  wa s a l s o  h i s  important 
d u ty t o  s e e k  ou t the be s t  fami l i e s  f or p r os pe c t ive w ive s f o r  
hi s n e phew s . H e  knew t h o s e  fami l i e s  int o whi ch h e  w is hed hi s 
ne phews a nd n i e c e s  t o  ma rry. I t  wa s a ls o  hi s privi l e g e  t o  
re fus e o f f e rs f or h i s  n i e c e s  from o t he r  fami l i e s  i f  h e  thought 
they we re of  i l l �r e pu t e . In t he eye s of  the S o lo s  a g oo d  
fami wa s gene rous , la bor i ou s  kind a nd hos p i ta ble , w i t h  
we l l - d i s c i p l ined chi ldren , a nd i n  p os s e s s ion o f  a c e r ta in 
amount o f  wea l t h .  Pos s e s s ion o f  t he s e  q ua li t ie s  by a fami ly 
a s s ured the unc l e  t ha t  h i s  n i e c e  wou ld be we l l  taken ca re of 
by the fami ly a nd re l a t iv e s  o f  the ive hus ba nd .  

V i rg in i t y  wa s expe c t e d  o f  a ny be f or e  
ma r r ia g e  t o  e n s ure t ha t  h e r  had exc l us ive r i ght t o  
he r f e r t i l it y . The S o lo s  we re ve ry muc h  l ike the Ma la i ta 
pe o p l e  i n  the S outh S o l omons i n  t h i s  r e ga rd ( Kni bbs 1 9 2 9 : 5 1 ) . 
The v i o la t i on o f  a ' s  c o u ld br i ng a bout d e a t h  
f or t h e  ra p i s t Even i n  the s e  mod e rn t ime s a ma n wi l l  o f t e n  
re f u s e  t o  ma rry a g i r l  i f  h e  knows s h e  ha s had a n  a f f a i r  wi th 
a nother ma n .  

Po l ygamy. Ba s i ca l ly the S o lo s  s ed monogamy . H oweve r ,  
a s  in othe r s o c i e t ie s , s ome men exemp te d  thems e lve s f r om th i s  
law , n ot i n  d e f iance  o f  t h e  law , bu t be cau s e  of  t h e  s t a t us 



i n  the i r  Thus the ch i e f s  a nd wa rrio rs 
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t o ok mo re than one wi fe . Th i s  b e came a n  a c c e pted 
no one que s t ioned i t  as  fa r a s  the s e  two c la s s e s  o f  

c on c e rne d . Howeve r d i f f i c ul t i e s  would a ri s e  i f  
ma n t ried t o  e nt e r i nt o  

T h e  ch i e f s  a nd wa rri o rs ma ny wiv e s  a s  a s o f  p re s t  
among the i r  pe As  hea d s  of the c lans  the chie f s  pos s e s s ed 
mo re wive s tha n  the wa rriors . The numbe r o f  wive s a ma n could 

on h i s  pos i t ion i n  the t ribe .  The head chie f 
mo re wive s t ha n  t he s ub o rd ina t e  chi e f  a nd s ub 

o rd ina t e  c hie f s  had mo re wive s than the wa rri o rs .  S in c e  t he s e  
men h o s t  t o  othe rs ne eded the s e  wive s 
t o  l ook a f t e r  the i r  ga rd e n s  a nd the i r  Mos t  wome n take n  
a s  wive s rema ined me re s e rvant s o f  the chie f ;  t h re e  or f o u r  a t  
mos t wou ld b ea r h i s  chi ld re n  s t i e r  1 9 00) . 

A s  men t i oned the chie f had t o  u s e  h i s  wea l th t o  s ta g e  
fea s t s  f o r  h i s  p e  a nd f o r  othe r la ns . H e  had t o  supp 

food a nd so on . Thi s wa s on pos s ib l e  b e ca u s e  he 
pos s e s s ed many wive s who d id a l l the wo rk .  Hav ing ma ny wiv e s  
a l one wa s a s o f  a nd wea l t h .  Ma ny mo re men 
wou ld have ha d ma ny wive s f o r  the fa c t  t ha t  not a l l  
c ou ld a f fo rd t o  them . S ome chi e f s  i t  wa s 
t he i r  o have ma ny wive s . I n  a ny ca s e  i t  
b e came wi thout re fut e  the of  the chie f and h i s  
wa rrio rs . A chie f c ou ld ha rd opp o s e t h e  wa rrio rs f or 
ext ra wive s s ince  f o rmed h i s  rd and we re the p ro ­
t e c t o rs o f  the pe op le . S o  t he re wa s no b e t t e r way o f  ke eping 
t hem in h i s  f avou r  tha n  t o  a l l ow t hem o have mo re than one 
wi fe . 

The th i rd o f  men whose  p ra c t i c e  of po wa s 
a wa s t ho s e  who had no chi ld ren S o lo s  men a nd women 
hoped t o  have a s  ma ny chi ld re n  a s  po s s i b le A chi ld l e s s  
i n  a ny s hame . Thus the hus b a nd i n  
mos t  ca s e s  re s o rt e d  t o  a s e c ond w i fe , who wa s o f t e n  a 
widow young e t o  bea r h im chi ld re n .  Or e l s e  the 

the 
( 

f rom the re la t ive s o f  the  w i f e , o r  f rom 
S u ch a chi ld w a.s c on s id e re d  a s  the i r  own 

c e remony f o r  t he s e  ext ra s ( Ive ns  
T he c e remony of  ma wa s s t ri c t  f o r  a 

which w i t h  the b e t ro tha , f o l l owed the en-
the  e s pousa l s . ma 

we re re fe rred t o  a s  , mea t he 
o r  , many wive s f o r  one . 
than young un ma rri e d  g i rl s we re ta.ken a s  ext ra w ive s o  S ome -
t ime s we re a f rom oth e r c la n s  t h e  payme nt 
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o f  b r id e we alth o r  the good wi ll o f  o ther chie f s . I n  mos t c as e s  
we r e  c ap tive s from o the r tr i b e s o T aking them as wive s 

was re f e rred to as and neve r as , the latte r 
term b e ing only f o r  a prope r ma The f orme r  te rm me ant 
h ar In c as e s  whe re wid o ws we re take n ,  s ay f r om the s ame 
c lan ( and thi s  was pos s ib le s i nc e  the s e  women wou ld h ave c ome 
f r om ano the r c lan) , s we re to the women ' s  re lative s 
and to the d e ce as e d  hus b and s ' re lative s " 

One may th i nk po lyg amy pre s e n te d  a prob lem reg ard i ng i n-
he r i tanc e  o f  bu t thi s  was no t the c as e  S ince  the 
S o lo s  s oc i e ty was matr i ar c h al the man , even though he  might 
h av e  s ix wive s , h ad no prob lem wi th d h i s  prope r ty 
among hi s many he i r s . The chi ld ren h ad the o f  inhe r i t-
anc e  to the prope r ti e s  o f  the i r  m ate rn al unc le s . The prope r ty 
o f  the chi e f  be longe d  to h i s  n i e c e s  and nephe ws ( B lack wood 
1 935 :100) . I n  thi s  way the rema ined i n  the h and s o f  
the chie f tain f ami ly .  Even i f  a memb e r  of  the f ami married  
outs id e , the prope r ty c ou ld neve r go  ou t o f  the f ami 

( i )  Be f o re as s e r ti ng the pre s e nc e o r  ab -
i n  lo s marri age , i t  i s  ne c e s s ary to look 

me ani ng s of the word . Bouye r ( 1 9 65 : 2 1 9 )  li s ts the 
f o llo wing two as pe c ts o f  love as g i ve n  by the lo s ophe r s  of  
o ld :  the love of  d e s ire , whe re we are d r awn to an ob je c t  s imp ly 
ou t o f  d e s i re f or our o wn per s onal bene f i t, and the love o f  
b e nevole nc e  whi ch c aus e s  us  to wi s h  f or the we ll- be ing of  the 
obje c t  o f  our love . 

Wi th o u t  ne c e s s ar i  every a o f  s e lf � i n te re s t, 
love emph as i s e s  n o t  � wh ich ie s th at the 
one loving i s  at the s ame time als o loved , bu t als o a p as s ive 
and an ac tive c ommuni on whi ch c on s i s ts in a mu tu al pos s e s s ing 
and g i vi ng . Love i s  a s , c omp lex emo ti on c au s i ng one to 

te d e  i n , and c r ave the pre s en c e  o r  pos s e s s i on 
of  the o the r ,  and to p le as e  him or he r and promo te h i s  o r  he r 
we lf are I t  c an me an s exual p as s i on or the i f i c ation o f  
i t. I t  i s  a ye a o r  o f  the s ou l  to ward s ome = 
thi ng th at i s  r e g arded  as exce lle n t, b e au ti f u l  or d e s i r ab le .  
Love i s  aff e c ti on f o r  and attr ac ti on to ward a per s on b e c au s e  
one s e e s  good and exce lle nc e  i n  th at pe r s on and the achieve ­
men t  o f  th at good and i ts p os s e s s i on i s  h ad wi thi n  
S uch noti ons o f  the word men ti on no exte r n al s i gn s  to sho w 
love but to the i n te rn al n atur e  of  love . Exte r n al s igns  
only c ome as the re s u lt of  the ove rf lo w  of the i n te r n al f e e l­
ings . 

I n  all ex te rn al appe ar ance s the S o los  ma was d ev o id 
o f  love ( B lac k wood 1 9 35 : 104) . I f  love exi s ted f r om the s tart 
b e twe e n  the p ar tne r s , i t  could no t be  d e te c te d . The ex te rnal 
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man i fe s t a t i on s  o f  l ov e  and a f f e c t i on were c ons idered  r ud e  and 
s tup i d  and wer e  a lways a s s oc ia t e d  w i th i rr a t i on a l i  But an 
inna t e  s ens e of the ab ove -ment i oned d e f i n i t i on of l ov e  was 
s ub c ons c i ous h e ld a s  p re c i ous and e s s e n t i a l . F ur thermore ,  
the fac t that the b oys and were c omp le t e ly i s o l at e d  from 
one another d i d  no t o f fe r  them the oppo r t un i ty t o  t r e a t  one 
another with externa l s i gn s  of a f fe c t ion e xcep t p erhap s whe n  
t h e  1 fai th fu l l y  c ooked f o o d  f o r  h e r  future husb and The 
b oy i n  t urn s howe d  his a f fe c t i on b y  b e ing he lp ful  t owards  h i s  
p arents  and s up p l y in g  them wi th a l l  they needed . I n  he lping  
them wi th the i r  work or wi th the i r  needs  he  showed l ov e  t o  
h i s  fu t ur e  wi f e  a l s o . 1 B e twee n  marr i e d  c oup le s  there hard l y  
p a s s ed any s i gn s  o f  a f fe c t i on ,  exc e p t  i n  s i l en t  ac t s  o f  s ervi c e  
by t h e  woman a nd though t fulne s s  o n  the part  o f  the husb and 
T he mo thers f ond l e d  the i r  young b ab i e s  t o  show thei r  a f fec t i on 
for them . Ap a r t  from tha t ,  l ov e  b e tween dear  ones d i f fus e d  i n  
s i l enc e . The p r o o f  o f  t h e  e xi s t enc e o f  l ov e  was o f t e n  indi ­
c a te d  by the l ength of  t ime s p e n t  mourning whe n  a d e ar one 
d i e d  or l e f t  on a journey . 

The fac t that the p ar tner s were  c ho s e n  by the pare n t s and 
mat ernal  unc l e s  nat ur a l ly rai s e s  the q ue s t i on a s  t o  whe the r  
ther e  e v e r  was l ove i n  thos e mar r i a ge s . Even i f  exte r na l 
s i gn s  o f  l ov e  wer e  l ac king , ther e  was a t  l e as t tha t s imp l e  
c onjuga l l ov e  which d ev e l op e d  thr ough ye ars o f  appr e c i a t in g  
t h e  o ther 0 B e c au s e t h e  S o l os mar r ia ge was a proc e s s ,  s pr e ad -

over a nu mber o f  years , the l earned t o  appr e c i a te 
and l ove e ach o the r . I n  other c u l t ur e s  the boy and fal l  
i n  l ov e  b e fore they d e c i d e  t o  mar ry 1 1 9 7 0 : 1 6) . 

F or the S o l o s  p e op l e  and thos e who had the c us tom o f  mar r y ­
p ar tners  c ho s en by the parents  and mat e rna l unc l e s , t h e  

p a r tner s wer e  marke d  f o r  each  o ther and tha t was s u f f i c i en t . 
wer e  then t au gh t t o  app r e c i a te and l ov e  e ach o ther i n  a 

d urab l e  way . Mar r ia g e  was too  grea t  a t o  b e  l e f t  only 
t o  the d e c i s i on s  of the i nexp e r i e nc e d  young p eop le . I n  the ir 
own way , the p e op le knew that a l ov e  ini t ia t e d  by phys i c a l  
b eauty and a t t rac t i on was s up er fi c i a l . There fore , they h ad a 
s aying which went a s  fo l l ows � ' Do no t rush t o  hand s  on a 
l ov e l y  n ew b a nana shoot l e s t  by c hanc e a c en t ip e d e  b e  ther e  
a n d  y o u  wi l l  b e in g  b i t te n  by i t . '  Phys i c a l  b e auty , 

t a ught them ,  wou l d  b e  ove r s hadowed by and d e s t royed 
by o l d  age . I t  was na tural  for a l l  t o  s ee k  b e au t i fu l  g i r l s  
for the ir  boys  b u t  charac t e r  w a s  more imp o r t an t  than b e auty . 
Thus , i n  t r aining the p artners , the e ld e r s  t r i e d  t o  d ev e l op 
l a s t in g  q ua l i t i e s  s uch a s  b e ing generou s  l abori ous , p a t i e nt , 

1 
S ee s ec t i on on 1 Marri age a s  a p r o c es s ' i n  thi s  chap te r . 
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kind a nd hos pi tab l e , and 1 f or the g i r l s  b e ing 
fa i th f u l  t o  t he h u s ba nd a nd b e i ng a good mothe r o  Whe n  the 
new c oup l e  emba rked on t he i r  c onnub ia l  l i fe , 
othe r more ea s i ly and w ith l ove d e e pe r  t ha n  1 l ove . 
Thi s  i s  how t he par t ne rs wer e  t ra ined a nd pre pa re d  f o r  l ove 
( O l iver 1 9 5 5 : 15 7) 0 

Wha t b e t t e r  cou ld t h e  S o l o s  have had t o  
f o s t e r  l ove b e twe e n  t he p a r t ne r s  than thi s ?  A l t ho ugh the 

we re neve rthe le s s  b e a ut i �  
f u l ly t o  a ea ch ot he r  i n  l ove Neve r d id you 
f i nd an e f f emi na t e , fea r fu l  boy who wa s unab le to a s s ume t he 
ro l e  o f  husband , a nd fa t he r . Nor wa s a g i r l  eve r 
a f ra id t o  a s s ume t he role  o f  w i f e  a nd mother . S o  i t  can  b e  

s a id t ha t f or t he s e p e op le ma rriage wa s f or l ove - i n  
t h e  c ou p l e s  lea rned how t o  l ove c on c r e t e  I t  can  

a l s o  b e  s a id , there f or e , t ha t  i n  s uch a s oc , pa r t ne r s  g o t  
mar ri e d  i n  ord e r  t o  l ove . wa s the c rad l e  
o f  l ove � a nd a s  s uch , t rue l ove on l y  b e ga n from w i th i n  ma r riage 
a nd not ou t s ide o f  i t o 

The p e op l e  pos s e s s ed the ir own k i nd of  l ove . The s ta b i l i ty 
o f  ma r r ia g e s  i nd ica ted  t ha t  there  wa s s ome thing d e e p e r  t ha n  
jus t  t he c on t ra c t  a nd p r omi s e  t o  l ive t f or l i fe 
Da t wa s not ne c e s s a ry b e ca u s e  the two pa rt ne r s  we r e  no t 
s t ra ng e r s  t o  ea ch othe r even t hough t he y  neve r s poke nor came 
nea r ea ch o the r unt i l  the d a y  o f  the i r  They s aw 
e a ch othe r in pa s s i ng a nd hea rd wha t wa s s a i d  about t hem by 
o t he r s o it s howe d  t ru s t  i n  t h e  int e l l ig e nc e  
o f  the ir  s and unc le s i n  the c ho i c e  mad e  f or t he m .  

( The f unda me nta l pur po s e  of  ma r r ia ge wa s t o  
have Ma rried  c o up l e s  a imed t o  have as ma ny ch i ld re n  
a s  po s s ib l e . I t  wa s a s ign o f  fa i l ur e  when d id n o t  have 
chi ld ren . D yi ng wi thout i s s ue to one ' s  pre s en c e  a l ive in 
the c la n  wa s a lmos t  e q uiva lent  to anni h i la t i on from the c lan . 
The ba rren  wi fe wa s s ub je c t  t o  s ha me c on t i nua l ly .  S e e  a 
woman w i th no b a by i n  he r a rms or b y  h e r  s id e  wa s a lmos t  c on ­
s id e red a c r ime . Ba rrenne s s  l ikew i s e  je opa rd i s e d  t h e  pea c e  
a nd t ru s t  b e twe e n  t he husband a nd w i f e o The husba nd o f t e n  
b e came s u s pi c i ou s  o f  h i s  w i f e  a nd s he b e came e a s y  prey t o  men . 
U s ua l ly the woma n  wa s b lamed f o r  b a rrenne s s . I t  nev e r  o c c urred  
t o  t he S o lo s  tha t the man c ou ld b e  at  fau lt  

In  rega rd t o  d i s c i p line within the fami l y , the  fa t he r  had 
a ut ho r i ty ove r  t he ch i l d ren a nd hi s wi f e . But  t he fut ure 

ma rriage  of his chi l d ren wa s i n  the hand s o f  the w i fe a nd her 
b r other s . The e ld e r  b ro ther a s  a ru l e  t ook the re s pons ib i l i ty . 
Whe n  the c ho i c e  of  a future w i f e  wa s mad e , the fa t h e r  c ou ld 
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make a s ugge s t ion ,  but t he wi fe  and her b ro th e r  h ad n o  ob l i g a­
t ion t o  f o l low i t . The mat er n al unc l e  then h ad author i t y  ove r 
t he marr i ag e s  o f  t he ch i ld ren . Whe n  a o f  t he f ami ly w as 
married  and t he s innah an l w as d i s t r ibuted t o  her  r e l at ive s � 
t he f ather w as g iven a s h are . The mat e rn al unc le al s o  b or e  
al l t h e  b urd en of  prov i d i ng enough s he l l  o r  t e e th moni e s  t o  
g ive f or the fut ure wiv e s  o f  h i s  ne phews . I f  a mar r i age 
t urned ou t  to  b e  a f ai lure , i t  w as his  c onc ern to  put  it  
r i ght ag a Whe n  anyt hi ng s e r i ou s  h appened whi ch i nvo lved 
the ma r r i age , it w as o f t en the unc l e  who p aid the p r i c e , even 
with h i s  l if e . Th i s  f ac t  mad e  him t ake his work s e r i o us ly and 
t hus he w as a c ons t an t  advi s e r  t o  h i s ne phew or n i e c e  i f  t he ir 
marri ag e s  d id not g o  t oo we l l .  S ome t ime s a hus b and wou ld re ­
port h i s  w i f e ' s  mi sbehav iour t o  her unc l e . The unc l e  then h ad 
aut hority ove r the mar r i age , i cu l ar when i t  w as new . 

Ap art f r om pre p ar ing the b oy 
and w i fe and thu s  b e c ome ac c e pt 

ab l e  t o  e ach othe r 3 the c e remoni e s  o f  eng agement and mar r i ag e  
h ad symb o l s  expre s s ing uni ty . P ar ent s and chi ldren at e out 
of  one b as ke t . Thu s i n  the e ng agement and marr i age c e remon i e s  
the two p artner s  at e fr om one b as ke t  and f r om the s ame p i e c e  
o f  f ood . The word s ut t e red by the e ld e r  who pre s ided ove r  
the c e remony remind e d  the two t o  s t ay f or l i fe . 

The i nd i s s o lub i  o f  the c on t r ac t e d  w as s e aled  
and exp re s s ed by the  h and i ng ove r of  the by the 

s and t he unc le o f  the boy to the p arent s and the unc le 
o f  t he 1 . 2 Thi s  t ook p l ac e  b e fore the eng agement c e remony 
w as he ld or l at e r .  The f ac t  t h at the boy and 1 we re b o und 
by she l l  and t e e th mon i e s  d ur i ng t he s e c e remonie s l ikew i s e  
s ign i f ied and i nd i s s o l ub i  ( B l ackwo od 1 9 35 : 8 9 ) . How-
ever � t he fu l l  force  o f  ind i s s ol ub i  c ame when the chie f 
c ar r i ed t he 1 on hi s b ack t o  the f or the m arr i age 
c e remony . It  then rendered  marri age unb re akab le . The f ac t  
al s o  t h at the c e remony w as alw ay s  a l i e  af f ai r  he ld with a 
b i g  c e l e b r at ion , mad e  i t  a very 1 o cc as i on .  An e ng ag e -
ment w as conf i ned t o  t he of  the v i l l age . For  t he 
ac t u al ma , pe o p l e  f rom o th e r  v i l we r e  inv i t ed as 
we l l ,  b e c au s e  i t  w as c on s i d e red a d ay as gre at as the d ay o f  

a f e as t  s t aged the ch i e f  onc e  a ye ar o  

1 
She l l  and t e e th mon i e s  

re l at ive s o f  t h e  g i r l  
t o  t he p are nt s and 

re l at ive s  o f  t he b oy :  

2 
p 1 . . 

5 1 9  0 e r s on a  commun1 c at 1 on , M r  B .  Memme s ,  June 7 . 
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Put o n  a fea s 
the a c t ua l  D u r  

i nv o lved we eks o f  p repa ra ion b e f o re 
t h i s  ime i nv i ta t ions  we re s e nt t o  

o t he r v i l s t o  c ome a a nd on danc e s  The l i e  
of  t h e  c e leb ra t ion a nd the expe ns e s  remind e d  the 

ma rri e d  of  the i r  ob t o  make the i r  a 
the c e remony im­
pe rma ne n t na t ure of t he i r  

s uc c e s s .  The e ld e r 
p re s s ed upon the 
ma 

i n  t he eye s o f  
s a c re d , Y o u  a re now 

t o  f o r  l i fe h e  e a ch othe r 
You a re o ca re your hu s ba nd cook h i s  f ood , 

him s oup when he s s and ca re f o r  the chi ld re n  
y o u  a re t o  have a nd i n  icu la r neve r t o  
g o  a ft e r  o t he r women ' s  husba nd s  le s the w ra th o f  you r 
husband shou ld d e a t h  upon y ou " You ma n ,  a re the 

o r  of you r  w i f e , d e f e nd he r a ga ins t a ny man 
who may t ry t o  ha rm i n  a ny way he r w i th a l l  
s he wa nt s , neve r bea he  u n rea s onab l e t  not you r 
chi ld ren la ck mea t  f i sh and a l  s hou ld re � 
c e ive f rom the i r  fa the ro I f  two eve r 
th i s  , s hame b e  upon you b oth a nd e on 

1 ,  b e ca us e  of fa c t  t ha t  you have been 
he re on the chie f ' s  ba ck . Who a re you in c orn= 

pa ri s on t o  h im ?  Wha wi 1 the pa s a nd re l a t ive s o f  
y o u  b o t h  re pay h im f o r  t hi s ? ma n wha ri che s have 
you to repay a l l  expe ns e s  wen t  into  ' s  
c e leb ra t ion?  our a nc e s t ors you both chi ld ren 
who wi l l  be  he ro e s  o f  ou r t rib e fa the rs a nd mothe rs o f  
o u r  t rib e sme n  t o  make our i b e  l ive o n  i n  t h e  fa c e  o f  
our enemi e s  

S i nc e  ea ch membe r c ont ribut e d  o the v i ta a nd 
of  the c la n  a ny a c t  whi ch v i o la the t s  of  a membe r wa s 

l e n t  t o  a n  a c t  a ga ins the who l e  lan . I f  a memb e r wa s 
ins u l te d  a nothe r c la n , tha t i n s u l t  wa f e  t he c lan a s  
a who le and i t  wa s i t s  a s  a g roup t o  avenge t he i n su l t . 
Thu s  t he mo ra l  o f  a n  ex i s t e d  i n  s o  fa r a s  i t  
wa s d i re c ted  a ga ins t t h e  c la n  a nd one o f  I t  a l s o  
f o l lowed f rom thi s idea a wa s in s o  fa r 
a s  i t  wa s f o r  the b e ne f i t  o f  l a n  a nd i t s membe rs " I n  
the i r d ea l with othe r t ri b e s t he we re u s  a s  c rue l 
a nd immo ra l a s  the i r  enemi e s  

D iv o rc e  wa s t o  S o lo s  idea o f  ma a nd 
i n  ext reme ca se s wa s i t  luc t a nt a l l owed . The fa c to rs whi ch 
c ou ld lead  t o  d ivo rc e  we re :  uncea s the o f  a 
hus ba nd o h i s w i f e  incurab l e  la z ine s s  e s  o n  the pa rt 
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of  t h e  wi fe a n d  re pea ted re fusa l of  t he w i f e  t o  have conjuga l 
re la t i on s  w i th he r husba nd . La t e r, when Ch ri s t  d id away 
w i th the s eve re t ra d i t i ona l f o r  a d u l t e ry ,  a d u l t e ry 
b e came one o f  t he caus e s  f o r  d ivo rc e  a l s o . A d iv o rced  woma n 
be came a p rey t o  a l l  b e c a u s e  no one da re d  ma rry h e r f o r  fea r 
o f  he r husband . Ye t wa s ra re b e c a u s e  o f  the 
p re pa ra t ion of  the a nd t he s c rupu l -
ous cho i c e  o f  a nd ma t e rna l unc l e s o 
F re e  cho i c e  of  wou ld  have been  ha za rd ou s  
becau s e  o f  the c ond i t ions and  t ime i n  whi ch l ived . 
I t  wa s a c ommuna l way of  li fe a nd the g ood of  a l l ,  even i n  
sma l l  ma t t e rs ,  wa s a conce rn t o  t he t ribe o T o  pe op l e  in a 
c ommuna l s f re ed om and ind e pe nd e nc e  f rom o t he rs d id n o t  
cons t i tu te hap p ine s s . To be  ha ppy wa s t o  l ive i n  ha rmony w i t h  

s a nd t he t ribe a s  a who l e  a nd t o  c ont rib u t e  h i s  o r  he r 
l i t t l e  s ha re t o  i t s  we l l =be  (Mead 1 9 5 0 : 15 0 ) 0 For them t he n , 
f re e  choi c e  e ndange red ma and the fami , a nd u l t ima t e ly 
the t ribe o 

I n  the S o l os ma rriage , d e a t h  a lone wa s the d i s s o l ve r  o f  
c on t ra c t e d  i n  t he t ri b e o A f t e r t h e  d e a t h  o f  one 
rema ining one ab s ta i ne d  f rom c e rta i n  k ind s of f o od s , 

e the fa v o u ri te one s of  the dead  pe rs on o S ome t ime s 
a b s t i ne nc e  f rom c e rta i n  f ood s o c ca s ioned the d e a t h  o f  a 

r la s t e d  a l i fe t ime . I f  a man o r  woma n had l oved h i s  
d e a d  s pous e  , he  o r  she neve r rema rry . I n  norma 1 
c i rc ums tan c e s  the a b s t inence f rom c e rt a in food s ended  a f t e r 
a numbe r o f  months wi th a f ea s t , in whi ch t he d e a d  pe rs on 
wa s o f f i c ia l re cogni s ed a s  gone f rom the t rib e and h i s  o r  
he r name c ou ld not b e  men t ioned aga i n o 

The t o  h e r f ut u re husband ' s  
mothe r a. ga in s  ma ri ta l t ro ub l e  
in t h e  f ut u re . have chi ld re n o A s  l ong a s  the 
two had chi ld re n  the re wa s no o f  the ma b ond be ing 
b roken.  when one  s pous e wa s ba rren wa s t he o f  
d iv o rc e  imminent . The ma. n wa s t h e  mo s t  t roub led  b e c a us e 
eve ry man want e d  t o  have chi and a l s o  b e ca u s e  he b e came 

of  h i s  w i f e . S ome t ime s wive s d e l ib e ra te t ook 
ive root s  o r  leave s f rom the b ush t o  c onc e p -

Th i s  wa s a n  i nd i ca t i on o f t e n , that the woma n wa s p rone 
ext ra =ma ri ta l  a f fa i rs .  Ba rre n wome n i n  t he v i l  

we re a s  a ru l e  a p re y  t o  the men fo r the s l e  rea s on tha t  
i t  wa s s a fe r t o  have int e rc ou rs e  w i t hout fea r o f  
t he i r  b e coming a nd t hus If the woman 
wa s not  re s pons ib le f o r  he r ba rre nne s s  s he a nd he r hu s ba nd 
t ried  eve ry mea n s  t o  cu re he r ba rre nne s s  ot he r root s  o r  
even pay i ng b ig s ums o f  money t o  t h e  med i c ine men o f  t he 
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t o  cure her f r om s t e r i  Even in hi s d e s pe r at e  
a and wi shes  f or chi ld re n  the man c o u ld no t put  away 
h i s  w i f e  S o  d ivor c e  was as d angerous 
to f ami l i f e  and t he re f ore to the c l an "  Thos e  who man aged 
t o  c arry out a d ivorce ' lo s t  f ac e ' in the c ir c l e  o f  the i r  
c l an and we re b r and ed as b ad who h ad t o  b e  t re ated  
with s u s p i c i on and as out c as t s o 

S ince  t he ins t i t u t i on o f  m ar r i ag e  
c ore , i t  was e l ly s af e g u ard ed 

b y  s tr i c t  l aws and forni c a  ion wer e  t r ad i t ion al ly 
c l as s i f ied  as ma. c rime s  and d e s e rved the d e at h  s e nt e nc e  
( Kn ibb s ' 1 9 2 9 : 5 1 ) . Abd uc t i on wi thin t h e  s ame t ribe s ay from 

s ome t ime s  t ook on the of a c r ime e q u al 
o r  f o rn i c at i on Un l e s s  the thus ab -

d uc t e d  w as , the  pun i s hme nt w as a he avy f ine and the g i r l  
w as immed i at e  r e turned t o  he r v i l  Now t he ' s ins ' o f  
adu and forn i c at i on we r e  n o t  s o  muc h  ' s in s  t mor al 
pr inc ip l e s '  b ut s in s  of u s t i c e  and the f t  1 9 6 7 : 65 ) . 

wer e  act s  ag ain s t  the o r  s pous e . The s exual e le -
me nt s o f  the ac t s  we re cons i d e re d  mor al i ns 
S o los  d id not h ave an abs t r ac t  norm of  

the l aw s  o f  n ature pre s e nt e d  or t aught 
l iv i ng .  To the S o lo s , the u lt imat e  ' ' o r 1wron�, 

or 'b a� w as the c l an .  To s t e al ,  r ape , f orn i c at e  or c ommi t 
, o r  even k i l l  s ome one f r om anothe r t rib e wi t hou t be ing 

c aught w as not wrong . It w as an act of The on t ime 
the ' gu i  one w as w as i f  he w as known by the othe r 
t r ib e  and i t  reve nge . 

The u s e  o f  c h arms t o  at t r ac t  wome n for  f r e e  l ove and t he 
p r ac t ic e  o f  po we re c ons idered  to b e  s igns of p re s t ig e  
w i t h i n  t h e  t ribe . W i t h  s t r i c t  ru l e s ag ai ns t  f r e e  l ove w i thin 
the immed i at e  c l an me n c ons eque nt out wome n f r om 
other  t r ib e s  o r  c l ans o S ome c h arms c al le d  we re s up -
pos ed t o  at t r act  the women t o  them even from a d is t an c e . 
Thus me n d id not , h ave t o  ac t u al g o  into the v i l  t o  p i ck 
women f or thems e lve s . Thi s o f  ch arm c on s i s t e d  o f  c e r t ai n  
roo t s  o f  t re e s  and around an he i r l oom o f  a d e ad 
anc e s t o r  and c e r t ain inc antat i ons  we re ut t e re d  ove r t h i s . F o r  
another 
mixed wi t h  g 

o f  ch arm, c on s i s  o f  c e r t ain r oo t s  o f  t r e e s  

act u al ly s e e  t h e  woman . 
the p ar c e l and t ie d  i t  

( s u l phur) t o  work, the man h ad t o  
s oon as s he l o oked at him h e  c lo s e d  

t ured the woman ' s  s 
woman ' s  f oo t  f r om 
ha i r  and wr ap t h at up with t h e  
ch arm of  al l w as o ne i n  whi ch a 

s as i f  he h ad c ap-
a m an c o u l d  s cr ape the 
o r  procure a s t r and o f  he r 

1 mixtur e . The s imp l e s t  
m an s imp ly crushe d  root s 
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i n t o  a o r  o r  
Love 

of  t he d e s i re d  one who wou l d  
then b e  a t t ra c t ed t o  him o 
t he othe r we re o f t e n  the caus e s  

t ions of  one t ribe t o  
l e s b e twe e n  t he t rib e s . 

Un l ike the We s t e rn ma i t  t ook yea rs f o r  a S o l o s  
t o  b e  l i s e d o The a ct o f  l i sa t ion b e ga n  w i t h  

c e remony 3 a nd wa s e f f e c t e d  t h e  ha nd ing ove r 
o f  the b rid ewea l th e ithe r  b e f o re o r  a ft e r t he � n -

c e remony wa s he ld s oo n  
he r f i rs t  men s t rua l pe ri od . She wou ld have 

a ls o  i n  whi ch the s e ptum o f  the 
f or t he purpos e  o f  d e c o -

ra t i on a nd i n  t he be l i e f anyone d ied without hav i n g  
wou ld be b i t t e n  

ourney t o  the next wo rld . 
the wou ld have b e e n  twe lve . the ha nd i ng ove r 
o f  t he b ridewea l t h  mad e  the i rrevocab wedded  they 
we re n o t  a l l owed l ive  t a s  husband and wife  unt i l  
a f t e r t he c e remony . The rea s on f o r  the d e lay wa s 
t ha t  ab ou t  twe lve yea rs o f  age  when e ngag e d . 
Af t e r  the c e remony we re s t ri c t  f o rb id de n  t o  
c ome nea r ea ch o t he r ( B l a c kwood 1 9 3 5 : 10 2 )  

The next a nd f i na l  s 
e o r  n i ne yea rs a f t e r 
o f  the 1 s b re a s t s a nd he r 
he r rea d in e s s  f o r  ma I 

b e  i ca 1 ma t u re a nd s i n  o rd e r  

t ook p la ce 
The fa l l  
s ugge s t  

t ha t t he 

wi f e  a n d  fami a. ga in s  e nemi e s  a nd a. ga i n s  a ny me n who might 
mo le s his w i fe . The ma rr c e remony added not h i ng n ew a s  
fa r a s  t he l i s a t i o n  o f  t he ma wa s c on c e rne d . I t  
s rea f f i rmed b e f o re a l l tha t  t he s e  two pe rs on s  we re 
husba nd a nd w i fe . The a c t  wa s 
the p re s e nc e  of  the two c la n s  inv o l ved i n  

i n  
The 

i nd i s s o lubi li o f  the 
l the 

upon a 1 1 ,  
' s  chie f 

ence  
b a c k . La t e r ,  und e r Chri s t ia n  i n f lu� 

we re ca r ried o n  a ( f o rm) . l 

When ma rried , the w if e  wa s u nd e r the 
o f  the husba nd f or t he f i rs t  ime . Up to the t ime 
s he rema ined und e r the i on of t he fut u re fathe r= in � law 
b e ca u s e  she had l e f t  he r own f a t he r ' s  ca re a t  t he a g e  of s even  

Pe rs ona l c ommun i ca t ion , Mr G o  Moa h , 1 Novemb e r 1 9 7 0 .  
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o r  e i ght ( B l ackwood 1 9 35 : 1 0 2 ) . Prot e c t ion o f  the w i f e  w as 
e s s ent i al b e c au s e  t he b e t rot h al t ook p l ac e  e ar ly i n  the i r  
l ive s . I t  w as the pr ac t i c e  t o  mat ch a b oy and g i r l  b or n  
about t h e  s ame t ime .  

The S o l o s  neve r al l owed t he i r  l s  t o  marry young . One 
r e as on was the i r  gre at fea r  of  women dying i n  ch i ld b i rth , 
b as ed on t he b e l ie f  th at such a woman b e c ame a mos t  d ange rou s  
s p i r i t . He r s pir i t  be c ame c onne c t e d  w i t h  
the f ly i ng - f ox moni e s . 1 I t  w as such a s pi ri t  
ki l led  men and women b y  hur l ing at them a h o t  s tone wh i ch w as 
suppo s e d  t o  b e  the unb orn b aby.  

Cons e nt . S i nc e  marri age i nvo lve d  the  who l e  c l an ,  and the  
ind ivi d u al m ar r i ag e s  only found t he i r  wo rth i n  the c l an i t s e l f , 
the act o f  c on s e nt w as expre s s ed ,  in t he f ir s t  p l ac e , by the 
p ar e nt s and mat e r n al unc le s of b o th p ar t ne rs , who we re t oo 
y oung t o  expre s s  t he ir c on s e nt . 2 

Tbe c on s e nt o f  the b oy and g i r l  c ame g r ad u al ly w i t h  the 
pre p ar at ion they we re g iven by the i r  r e s pe c t ive p ar en t s  and 
unc le s . The boy c ons e nt e d  t o  mar ry the g i r l  cho s e n  f o r  h im 
as he w at ched h e r  g r ow int o a promi s ing future w i f e  und e r  the  
g ui d ance o f  his  own mothe r . The  wat ch e d  he r f uture  
hu sb and b e ing t r ained p art ly by h i s own f at h e r  and p ar t l y  b y  
t he d is c i p l in ar i an who l ooke d  af t e r  t h e  b oy s  at the  t s iuh an 
(Hopkins  1 9 2 8 : 85 ) . S he s aw him grow int o a s t rong m an ,  ski l l ed 
in the art o f  b at t le and the use o f  b ows and arrows , s p e ar s  
and c lub s . She not i ce d  how he  b e c ame an expe r t  hunt e r  and 
f i s he rm an und e r  h i s  f at he r ' s  d ire c t i on . He would c limb f r ui t 
and coc onut  t re e s  we l l  and w as alre ad y  provid i ng f or h e r  need s .  
The s e  f ac i l i t at e d  t he acc ep t ance and consent  b e twe e n  the two 
even though t hey wer e  cho s en f o r  e ac h  othe r by o t her s . 

O f t e n  a young man wou ld run aw ay f r om t he e ng ageme n t  c e r e =  
mony o r  the  m ar r i age c e remony i t s e l f and h ad t o  b e  b rought 
b ack by f o r c e . His  e s c ape w as not  an i nd i c at i on of  h i s  un­
wi l l i ngne s s  to mar ry or b e c ome e ng aged to t he g i r l .  R athe r ,  
it  w as d ue t o  s h ame o f  b e ing s e e n  t og e th e r  w i t h  h i s  f ut ur e  
w i fe f o r  t h e  f i rs t  t ime and t ouching he r d ur i ng t he c e remony . 
Thi s  w as more c ommon at t he t ime o f  eng agement . I f  a b oy 
cou ld not b e  c aught for the e ng ageme nt c e remony , h i s  younge r 

1 
' H at out  y arun pos s a  h aome puh n ape an , ai g a  s on t e nuh , pos s a  

key a. ' ( To m ake s ur e  s he d id not  h ave a mi s c ar r i ag e , anothe r 
n ame for i t  w as ' po s s a  ke ya '  . )  Pe r s o n al c ommun i c at i on , 
Mr G Mo ah ,  1 Novemb e r  1 9 70 . 
2 

Pe r s o n al c ommuni c at i on ,  Mr B .  Memme s ,  5 June 1 9 7 0 .  
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b ro th e r c ou l d  h im .  The young ma n would rec e i ve a 
thra f rom h i s  fa the r a f t e r the c e remony . 

1 f o rc e  might be used  whe n  a 1 f rom anothe r t ribe 
o r  a wid ow wi thin the v i l wa s a bd uc ted o The f o rme r o f t e n  
gave ri s e  t o  ba t t le s  b e twe en two rib e s " I n  t h e  eve nt of  a 
wid ow ' s  abduc t i on b e twe en the abduc t o r  a nd the re la -
t iv e s  o f  the woma n  e ns ued . Abduc t ion wa s pra c t i s ed o f t en by 
widowe rs but wa s red e emed the hand ove r o f  the us ua l  

I f  a young ma n t ried o ma rry a o f  h i s  own cho i c e  he 
wou ld be f a c e d  wi th ma ny ob s ta c le s . The wou ld a l ready 
b e  b e t rothe d  to s ome one e l s e , e spe c ia l i f  he f e l l  i n  l ove 
wi th he r a t  the age  of  The n he  wou ld have t o  fa c e  
he r re la t ive s a nd t he a nd re la t ive s o f  the boy t o  
whom s he wa s b e t rothed o he wou l d  end a nge r the l ive s 
o f  h i s  own pa. rent s a nd re la t ive s i f  a a ro s e . Thus  

wa s a ga in s t  a pe rs ona l cho i c e  of  pa rtne r. 

S o l os pe o p l e  l ike the i r  othe r Me lane s ian ne ighbours , we re 
haun t e d  by fea r. They we re fear o f  the s p i ri t s , 
enemie s ,  ma g i c ia n s , the f o rc e s  o f  na ture s u ch a s  s t orms , 
f lood s , l ight n i ng a nd t hund e r a nd s .  The i r  who l e  
exi s tence  wa s pe rmea ted  fea r of  th ose  Neve rthe -
l e s s ,  i t  d id not  f o l l ow tha t t he pe op l e  we re c omp l e t e ly 
d ive s ted  the f re e  use  o f  the i r  rea s on a nd the exe rc i se of 
the i r  w i l l .  The s e , as  I have a s hown we re ve ry much 
exe rc i s ed the of S o lo s . 

s a ppea r t o  us now t o  have b een f o rced when 
we c ompa re them with Chri s t ia n  The i r  ma rria g e s  
though , whe n  und e rs to od i n  the t ime a nd c i rc ums t a nc e s , we re 
c ont ra c t e d  in a ma nne r va l id t o  them " 

The wo rd i s  d e rived f rom 
the name with b roa d leave s 

b a na na leave s whi ch we re t o  cove r g ood s and 
t o  p re s e rve f ood f o r  a o f  t ime ; we re a l s o  
u s e d  t o  joi n  the s id e s  o f  t he roo f  i n  a new hut . Thus  we can 
see the idea o f  s ta b i l  , the two s id e s  of  the 

roo f  ra 
o f  a t re e . Thi s  
whe neve r a pe rs on 
t oo ,  a pe rs on l o s  
s he lt e r  f o r  the 
two wo rd s 3 
mon ie s  a nd 
s tab i o f  

the s e  du ra b le leave s t o  make a n  e n t i re 
mea ns  a t r a rea b e twe en two ke e l s  

a sa f e  haven i n  the f o re s t  
s t o rm whi le hunt i ng . He re 

the jung l e  wou ld s eek 
the c omb i na t i on of  the s e  

t he s tab i o f  ma rri a g e . The 
f o r  t he 1 we re t o  ensu re t he 

c ont ra c t ed , t o  show the pa rt ne rs 
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we re un i t e d . Unt i l  t he was h anded ove r  the boy 
and we re , as t h rough the be t rothal 
s e aled  by the whi ch was k no wn as 

( wi t h  the t op o f  t he hou s e open , the t wo s id e s  
t h e  roo f  n o t  ye t joi ne d ) .  Th at i s  the be t ro t h al c ou ld  be 
re s c ind ed t h rough a s e rious q uarre l be t ween the t wo f ami l i e s . 
Howeve r, once the was g iven t o  the g i rl ' s  p are nt s  
and re l at iv e s ,  not even a s e ri ou s  qu arre l c ou l d  bre ak u p  the 
e ng ageme n t . A re c onc i l i at ion fe as t  h ad to be mad e  i n s t e ad .  
The q uarre l  c ou ld be f o rgot t e n  then and the would  g o  
ahe ad . The was not  s imp ly a c omme rc i al t rans ac t i on .  

I n  add i t i on t o  t he o f  p i g s , c ooking pot s , 
ne t s , bas ke t s  and f oo d  we re m ad e . 
The v alue o f  s he l l  and t e e t h  mon i e s  was c al cu l at e d  i n  l e ng t h s  
o f  o n e  y ard and t wo y ard s o A y ard wou l d  be v alued at $ 2 5  and 
t wo y ard s  at about $ 5 0 .  Both o f  mon i e s  we re ve ry d i f -
f i c u l t  t o  make and we re m ad e  on ly c e rt ain men i n  the 
vi l l ag e . The s he l l  money , c al le d  , was mad e  f rom c l am 
s he l ls g ro und t o  the s i z e  of  ro s ary and s ome t ime s eve n  
smal le r. Thi s  was d one ru bbi ng the s he l l  ag ai n s t  sh arp 
c o ral s t one s .  They we re t hen c u t  and ho l e s  mad e  t h rough e ac h  
bit by d ri l l s mad e  f rom f f ox bon e s  o r  h ard p alm t re e  
t runks , c al le d  She l l  money was int rod uced t h rough 
bart e r  wit h  o r  conque s t  of  the c o as t al peop l e . 

P rope r t o  t he S o lo s  thems e lve s was f f o x  t e e th 
money . I t  was c al le d  ( Mont au ban and  O ' Re i l  1 95 8 : 6 2 ) . 
N akohu we re o bta ined f rom a rare kind of  f f ox kno wn as 
the n apune i  whi ch l ived i n  the h o l l o ws o f  i n ac c e s s i bl e  t re e s . 
Be c au s e  o f  i t s  s c are , mone y  mad e  f rom the s e  t e e t h  was even 
mo re v al uable t h an she l l  mone y . Aft e r  a l arge c o l l e c t i on was 
m ad e , h o l e s  ag ain we re d ri l l ed through e ach l i t t l e  too t h  wi t h  
a f ine nee d l e  mad e  f rom bone s t aken f rom the wing s o f  t he 
f ly ing f ox o r  h ard p alm t re e  runk s . The s e  t e e th we re then 
s t rung on to a s t rong thin l i ne m ad e  f rom the f i bre o f  a v i ne . 
The n ex t  s t e p  was t o  put t he s of  t ee t h  i n  be t we en t wo 
bigge r s t ring s wi t h  the t e e th f ac ing u p ward s . we re locked 
in be t we e n  the s e  t wo bigge r  s t rings by me an s  of  anothe r  thin 
co rd .  Put t y  was t he n  sme are d  ove r the c omp le t ed s t ring of  
t e e th , and was imme d i ate ly imme rs e d  i n  a cont ai ne r wi t h  pu rp le 
p aint f rom c c al le d  gogo a. Thi s  was u s e d  as a p re s e rv at ive . 
A s  money�mak ing was d one by o n ly a fe w men , the re s t  h ad t o  
p ay t o  h ave them m ad e  f o r  them , i n  money o r  o bje c t s  o f  v al ue . 
Eve n i f  a pe rs on s up p l ie d  the t e e th t o  be mad e  he  h ad t o  p ay .  

As  he ad s  o f  t h e  f ami , t he unc l e s  we re re s pons i bl e  f o r  
p rovid i ng f o r  s in n ah an .  They ke pt a num be r o f  
t re as u re s  bu rie d  e i t he r  i n  t h e  c e me t e ri e s o r  in s ac re d  p l ac e s . 
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No one  wou ld t o  une arth them for fe ar of  be ing k i l le d  by 
the  s of  the d e ad who we re b e l ieved to  occupy the s ac re d  
p l ac e s .  No rmal t wo she l l  mon ie s and t wo t e e th monie s ,  the 
u s u al f o r  a g i rl ,  we re ke pt  i n  the s e  t re as ure s . The 
numbe r t re as u re s  ke pt depend e d  on h o w  many ne phews the re 
we re o The re l at ive s of  t he b oy wou ld o f t e n  he l p  s up p ly t he 
amount needed o A s e t  numb e r  of  and we re req u i red 
as a b ride we al t h , but  t hi s  c ou ld b e  rai s ed s t at u s  o f  
the g i rl ( B l ac k wo od 1 9 35 : 85 ) . 

A c oup l e  t o  b e  married we re inv o lved in  
l ) ; ( i i )  the ( eng agemen t ) ; 

(marri ag e ) ; and ( ( h and ing ove r 
r husb and ) . 

The re ways in  whi ch the b e t ro t h al was 
e no rmal ( choos ing of  a p art ne r  th rough 
negot i at ing) and the in ary way by h akus ( c l aiming a 
p art ne r  f o r  a chi ld by the he ad o f  t he c l an of  t he rul ing 
f ami ly) ( Mont aub an and O ' Re i l  1 93 8 : 6 7 ) . 

The no rm al p roce d u re was fo r t he g i rl ' s  p are n t s t o  p ropo s e  
t o  t h e  ' s  p aren t s . I f  t h e  g i rl ' s  p arent s thought the  b oy 
was a p romis ing p ro s pe c t ive husb and , t he f athe r o r  mos t f re ­
q ue nt ly the mat e rnal unc l e  p rop o s i t ioned t he p arent s o f  the 
b oy .  The p ropo s al was then c ons id e red . If ac c e pt e d , the 
f athe r o r  the unc le b ro ught a bunch of  b e t e l nut s and a p arc e l 
o f  pe p pe r f ru i t . t h i s  s ign the l ' s p are nt s  kne w the 
p ropos al was acc e p t e d  and app roved by the b oy ' s  f ami ly . On 
this v i s i t  a d ay was appoint ed for t he b oy ' s  f ami l y  to b ri ng 
a s o f  pos s um t e e t h  o r  h al f  o f  the b rid e we al t h  as an 
i ns t alme nt . By th i s  the b e t ro t h al was i rrevoc ab ly s e aled . 

The t ook t wo f o rms . The was s imp l y  
a c l aim b y  a m al e  o r  unc l e  of  a c h i l d  f o r  a s pe c i f i c  

, m ad e  b y  the h e ad o f  t he c l an o f  t he ru l ing f ami ly 
du ring a Thi s  d id not nee d  t he n o rmal p ro ce d u re 
o f  a b e t ro t h al . Y e t  i t  was as b ind i ng and as s e riou s  a mat t e r, 
i f  i t  was re je c t ed . The c on s i s t e d  of i n adve rt e nt ly 
walking p as t  t he s id e  of c al le d  whe re the 
d we l l e rs h ad the h e ad of  the i r  b e d s  ( Mont aub an O ' Re i l ly 
1 95 8 : 9 2 ) . Thi s  b e t ro t h al was mos t  f requent whe re 
peo p le o f  d i f fe rent t o t ems s h are d  a v i l  Thi s s pe c i al 
cus t om af f e c t ed mos t ly g i rl s  but al s o  oc c as i o n al ly b oys . I t  
d e rived f rom t he reve re nc e  t he pe o p l e  h ad f o r  the h e ad o f  the 
e ld e rs of the ru l i ng f ami ly i rre s pe c t ive of  the i r  age .  No 
furt he r c e remoni e s  we re ne c e s s ary to l i s e  the b e t ro t h al . 

No rmal ly , h o weve r ,  the re we re many mo re f o rmal i t ie s . On 
the d ay appoin t ed , the b oy ' s  f ami b rought h al f  the b ri d e we al th 
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t o  the g i r l  s fami ly with food which they a t e  ther . A f t e r  
thi s they r e t urne d  home The n e x t  d ay i f  t h e  g i r l  was o ld 
enough t o  leave her p arents , the fami ly b rought her t o  the 
home of the b oy n s parents wi th a p i g . The r e s t of the r e la ­
t iv e s  r e t urned home that s ame d ay whi le the fathe r  and mo ther 
r ema ined behind for a day and t o  a c c us t om her t o  her new 
home . They le f t  a f t e r  r e c e iv i n g  a ( s tring  o f  f lying 
fox t e e th money) known a s  the Thi s  was a fur ther 
p le d ge tha t the agreed t o  the i r  s on 1 s  marrying the 
g i r l  and hav i ng chi ldren  by her . Only a f t e r  thi s s tr in g  o f  
money was t o  them wou ld they r e t urn home , a s s ur e d  their  
daugh t e r  would b e s marr i e d . l Thus the b e t r o thal was 
le ga lly e s t ab li s he d . 

F r om the momen t  the was b rought t o  her future i n - laws ' 
home , the p e r i od c a lled (prob a t i on and t r a ini ng) b e gan . 
Her  c ap ab i li t ie s  a s  a futur e  hous ewi fe , her worki n g  hab i t s , 
her  t emp e r ame nt , her f orm a nd , were  a ll ob s erved , not  
only b y  he r pros pec t iv e  i n - laws but  by the maternal unc le s  a nd 
r e la t i ve s . Gradua lly she took over a ll the dut i e s  i n  the hous e . 
Good q u a li t i e s  i n  a we r e  mor e  impor t ant than b eaut y . 

S o los  c ons idered  the f ir s t mens t r ua l  f low i n  
a a s  her  f i r s t -born b aby w a s  us ual f o r  t h e  women t o  
p a s s wo rd around tha t s uch a g i r l  h a s  had h e r  f i r s t b aby , a 
p o li t e  way o f  t e l  others s h e  had her f i r s t men s trual 

When the g i r l  n o t i c e d  she  had a f low of  b lood , s he 
r an home t o  her own mother n s  hous e whe r e  s he r emained  for 
s ev e r a l  d ays . In the meant ime prepar a t i ons  for the e ngageme n t  
c e r emony wou ld b e  mad e . S he w a s  n o t  a llowed t o  c ook or t ouch 
food mea nt for other p eop le , nor meant t o  be p lant e d  
i n  t h e  garde n . S h e  was r e garded a s  unc le a n  and li ab le t o  pas s 
on s i c kn e s s t o  tho s e  who mi ght e a t  the food she  touched . Wha t  
was meant t o  b e  p lanted would nev e r  grow prop e r ly nor bear  a 
full harv e s t  i f  s he h an d le d  i t a t  that t ime 2 B e fore the 
c e r emony , the girl was washed an d  was c on s i d e r e d  c le an . 
The wee k  a ft e r  the was out o f  c on fi nemen t , the c e remony 
was he ld .  P r i or to thi s the was g iv e n  t o  the p arents  
and r e l a t iv e s  o f  the  The r e  was no  s p e c i a l  c e remony c on ­
nec t ed wi th hand ing ove r  the b r i d ewea lth ; the boy ' s unc le 
mer e  b rough t the b r i d ewea lth t o  the p arents  and the ' s  
unc le . 

O n  the d ay o f  the c e remony o ld men p r epared  a s p e c i a l  mea l  
c a lled mad e  from mashed  t aro c ooked in c o c onut o i l. 

1 
P er s on a l  c ommun i c a t i on , Mr B .  Memme s ,  5 June 1 9 7 0 . 

2 
C f .  Lawrenc e and Meggi t t  ( 1 9 65 : 2 9 )  
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Her ha ir  wa s pa inted red w i t h  mad e  from baked red c la y  
d i lut e d  w i th s ome of the c o c onu t oi l She wa s g iven 
a new t ehu sk ir t , mad e  from s ta lks o f  a bea t e n  
a nd d r ied in t h e  sun a nd t og e t he r  on a s t rong 
t o  ma ke a th i ck s k i rt . Around he r wa i s t  she wore s t r ings o f  
f f ox t e e t h  mon ie s ;  a round her n e ck a nd che s t  wer e  the 
s of  she l l  monie s " The wa s l ikewi s e  a d o rned . He 
wa s 

·
g iven a ba th with swe e t - sme l l ing leave s f r om the b us h  a nd 
i c u la r ly w i th c ru shed r oo t s  and l ea ve s " The g i ng e r  

wa s be l ieved t o  pos s e s s  powe r a nd energy " 

The c e remony t ook p la ce in front o f  the o f  the 
v i l la g e . The 1 wa s led  the mo the r b oy wa s 
e s corted  b y  f ou r  s t rong me n in ca s e  he t ried  t o  e s ca pe " The 
pa i r  s a t  on a p la t f orm b e f or e  eve ryone a nd t he cere ­
mony c omme nced . At thi s t ime f ood wa s a l s o  laid  on a v e ry 
h igh tab l e  bu i l t  f or t he pur po s e  (Monta uban a nd O ' Re i l  
1 9 5 8 � 86) . 

The e ld e r  p re s id i ng ove r the c e r emony began by add re s s ing 
t he p e op l e  of the v i l la g e . The n  he t ook a o f  s he l l  
money f r om the ' s  ne ck a nd put i t  a round b ot h  o f  them 
say ing , ' The b i nd ing o f  you both w ith th i s  pre c i ous thing , 
money , i s  to r emind you b oth t ha t  y ou t oday a re un i t e d  un� 
b reakab ly f or you r  f u t ur e  ma rria g e . Y ou be l ong t o  each  other 
now f or a Mea nwh i le , t he and had the ir  ha nd s 
a round ea ch other ' s  s hou ld e r s " A b ow l  o f  f ood wa s 
then p la ce d  b e f ore the two a nd t he he ld up to 
t he b oy ' s  mouth so t ha t  he cou ld ea t . She t he n  the r e -
ma i ni ng b i t  of  food int o t h e  b ow l ; t he b o y  the n  f e d  her 
the re s t  o f  i t . Whi l e  o f f ered  each  othe r  th i s  f ood , the 
p re s id e ld e r  s a id  to each of them f i rs t  t o  the g i r l :  ' You , 
g ir l � rememb e r  tha t th i s  i s  t o  b e  your a s  a future wife  
of  t h i s  man ,  to  him hi s f ood when he i s  hung ry " ' The n  
t o  t he b oy :  ' Yo u , b oy 3  remembe r tha t a s  a futu re hus ba nd t o  
t h i s  g i r l , y o u  a re g oi ng t o  provide  he r w i t h  f ood out o f  your 
hunt a nd f i s hing a nd wha t eve r s he wi l l  need o ' He the n s a id 
to b oth of them , 1 The fa c t  tha t you b oth have e a t e n  of t he 
s ame b i t  o f  f ood t r u ly mad e  you f o r  e a c h  other one day , t o  be 
one i n  ma r r iage , to s ha re one hou s e , one bed a nd ea t out of  
t he s a me ba ske t o f  f ood ' 0 The c e remony wa s then c onc luded  
a nd we re a ba ske t o f  f ood to cons ume b e twee n  them 
(Hopkins  1 9 2 8 � 84) . The pe op l e  l ikew i s e  s ta rt e d  t o  
e a t " The ga the r ing t he n  d i s pe r s ed a nd the e ld e r  gave the 

e ngaged a s t r ong wa r ning t ha t  we re not to s e ek ea ch 
other ' s  c ompany as husband a nd w i fe unt i l  we re rea l ly 
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s even 
live 

i i )  
mos t  s o lemn 
a ve ry s 
ma ny months a 

pa rt ie s  
the week 
f e e t  
t he 
he re 

had t o  s away f rom e a ch othe r f o r  the next 
yea rs . On ly a f t e r the i r  ma c ou ld 

a s  hus ba nd a nd wi fe . 

The ma c e remony wa s the b a nd 
occa s io n  among the S o l o s  pe a s  we l l  a s  be ing 

t ime f or the married a P re para t i ons  t ook 
The unc l e s  and oth e r re la t i ve s  o f  both 

a nd o the r food ne eded  fo r the f ea s t . I n  
t o  t he a b d e c o ra ted p la t f o rm t we lve 

bui lt  in t he c e nt re of t he v i l in f ront o f  
Thi s  was t o  h o l d  a l  t h e  f ood fo r t he day and 

b e  ma rried  we re s it . Thi s s ame d a y  wa s 
p re pa ra t i on c a l  the f o od t o  f ee d  the 

inv i t e d  gue s t s . 

Be f o re t he c e remony 
f o rm o  As  i n  the  
a d o rned t he fo rme r wi th 
1 9 3 5 � 

t he f oo d  was p laced on t he p la t ­
c e remony t he b ride  a nd g room we re 

s he l l mon i e s  as b e f o re ( B la ck wood 
and ca rried  

pe s a ng a 1 d i rge 
ea  u s e d  for chie f s ' and warri o rs '  f une ra l s . I Thi s 
wa s t o  mark t he of  the c e l e b rat i on . The g ro om was 
led up t o  the p la t f oim o f  the old men whi le the b ride  
was led  t o  the f ront o f  f o rm he r mothe r.  He re t he 
chi e f  me t b oth and then t ook the l f rom he r mothe r.  He 
l if ted on h i s  ba ck and oimid g rea t shou t s  f rom the c ro wd 
he walked o ward the s led o the t op o f  the 
p la t f o rm .  o f  the mo th e r  a nd he r re la t iv e s  c o u ld 
hard b e  rd of  t he ' a c c lama t ions 0 On 
rea t he f o rm the chi e f  s ea t ed the 
next t o  and O ' Re i  1 95 8  The f ou r  
me n and 
b eh ind 

the g room f o rmed a s emi - c i rc l e  

The ch ie f we l c omed gue s s and gave t he d e  i l s a b ou t  
t he c oup le and the re s pe c t ive re The n  the b ride  
a nd g room we re t o  s i t The young ma n ' s  

a rm wa s p la ce d  ove r the l ' s  s hou ld e r  with  hi s pa lm 
on he r b rea s 0 The e nc i rc l e d  

ma n ' s  wa. i s  re s t  he r p a.  lm The chi e f 
l o o s e ne d  s ev e ral s t  o f  s he l l  l ' s n e ck 
and them a round b oth o f  t he couple  
and the a s  The 
p la cement of The 
b ind wi t h  

t he pre c ious mat 

Pe rs ona l  c ommunica t i on G .  Moa h  1 Novemb e r 1 9 70 0 
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A s pe c i al bow l  o f  f ood whi ch inc l uded  a p i e ce o f  
po rk w as the n As  i n  the e ng agement  c e re -
mony � the b r i d e  he ld i n  he r h and f o od and me at t o  f e e d  the 
g r oom 0 The g room then fed the brid e o Thi s  cont inued 
unt i l  the w as f i n i s hed . Ag ai n  th i s  ind i c at e d  the 

b r id e  and g room and the ob i on to c are 
1 9 6 7 : 1 5 ) . F in al the two f aced  e ach 

o ther and emb r aced , wh i le i ns t ruc ion s  we re o n  u ni t y  
and i nd i s s o lub i The n the s and <l ane b e g an "  
The b ride and groom we re a s h are of food f or t he f i r s t  
t ime and t he n o i ned i n  the s in g i ng and d an c i ng . The 
young g room o i ned the me n whi le the bride  j oined the wome n . 
The s went we 1 on  i nt o  the It w as 

a 1 1  s e t t  led d own t o  the i r  me a L By 
the we re on  the i r  w ay h ome t o  

ano t he r  c e remony be f ore 
h ad to w ait  two o r  three d ays 

to l ive as hus b and and 
remai ned i n  he r mother ' s  

hou s e . The g room r e t urned t o  the De c oh ab it a 
t i on f or a c oup l e  o f  d ay s  g ave the a re s t  af t e r  the 
he c t ic c e l eb r at i on and g ave t hem t ime to re al is e  t h at 
we r e  married  and h ad t o  be  t o  l ive as husb an d  and w i f e . 

( S ome t ime s a hou s e  w as e r e c t e d  f o r  the new 
b e f o re the i r  ma but  of t e n  l ived in the hou s e  

l ' s for  a few mon ths b e f o re the i r  own hou s e  
w as On the d ay the b r id e  wa s t o  her  hus b and ' s  
h ou s e , he r mothe r s ome f ood f or her t o  t ake . Whe n  

c ame t he wome n o f  the v i l  l i t  t orche s and ac c om= 
t he b r i d e  t o  he r h u s b and ' s  house . The wome n s ang and 

wav e d  t orche s n and O ' Re i l  1 9 5 8 : 82 )  
wen t  a t ow ard the hou s e  of  the groom (Wal l i s  1 9 2 6 �  

3 9 ) . I f  t h i s  w as i n  the s ame v i l , i t  ook a few mi nut e s o 
i f  it  w as at anoth e r  t he n  t h e  wome n we re 

men .  Whe n  hou s e  the mot he r 
wen t  i n  whi le the young me n who t he 

g r oom c omp any w alked out  o f  the hou s e o A f t e r  a few 
word s o f  adv i c e  t o  b o th and e t o  the d aught e r  and 
af t e r  them e at o u t  o f  t he b as ke t  o f  f ood b r ought 
the b ride  the moth e r  l e f t o A l l  the women s hout e d  the i r  g ood 
w i s he s  t o  the c oup l e  and Thus e nded  t he exci teme n t  
o f  t h e  c e l e b r at io n  and t h e  two s e t t l e d  d own t o  the i r  new l ife o 

F r om the t ime c ou ld b are w alk , and l s  we re 
b e t rothed to s ome one chos e n  f o r  them ( B l ackwood 1 9 3 5 � 8 2 ) 0 
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F or t hem wa s unavoida b le " The s o  f ixed t he 
i ns t i tut i on tha t  they wer e  n o t  a n  oppo r t unity t o  d e c id e  
whe the r t o  e nt e r  it  o r  not " Dur i ng t he i r  y ea r s  o f  prepara t i on 
f or ma r r iage , they we re s t r i c t ly s e g rega ted  f r om ea ch other " 
The young ma n  had nothing t o  say about the b r id ewea l t h a I n  
mos t  ca s e s  he d id not know how much wa s t o  h i s  future 
in- laws a nd the re l a t ive s o f  the b r id e " Ne i ther d id he  have 
a ny say in a rrang i ng f or hi s fut ure home a s  the fa ther of a 
fa.mi O t he r s  t ook care o f  t ha t  f or h im "  

The init ia t i on ceremony mad e  t he b oy s  a nd re c og n i s ed 
membe r s  o f  t he t ribe  a nd c la n , but unt i l , t hey we re 

as f a r  as  c e rta in a c t ions a nd s ta t us in the c la n  
we re c oncerne d . A s  a do l e s ce nt s  t he y  had t o  keep many taboos 
wh i ch we r e  on ly a ft e r  ma rriage . 

Ma ra i s e d  t he s ta t us o f  men a nd women t o  the leve l 
of  fu l l  a c t ive memb e r s  (Hopkins  1 9 2 8 � 108) " A ma n c ou ld now 
s i t  among t he e ld e r s  o f  the c la n  t o  ma ke d e c i s ions rega rd i ng 
c ommuni t y  a ffa i r s . He a s s umed fu l l  re s p ons ib i li over h i s  
w i fe and fami ly:  he  t ook i n  ba t t le s � owned h i s  own hous e  
a nd gard e n . The young w i fe , likewi s e , c ould  pa rt  t e  f u l ly 
in ma t t e rs t ha t  invo lved t he grown women "  She c ou ld a c t  a s  
midwi fe  i n  ord e r  t o  l earn he r future r o l e  a s  mo the r "  Memb e r �  
s h i p  wa s furthe r  augme nt e d  t h e  a rr iva l of  t h e  f ir s t b orn 

E s t e em for the c oup l e  the chi e f  and o ther memb e r s  
grew wi t h  t h e  b irth  of  a d d it i ona l chi ldren " 

The mar r i e d  s ta t e  had many c ons eq uence s  f or the 
It r e qu i re d  of t hem f i r s t  of  a 11 f i d e  , whi ch ,  i f  d is r e -

wou ld the und e r  the s ent ence  of  d e a t h . 
The v e ry fa c t  t ha t  a pe rs on wa s cho s e n  f or a s pe c i f i c  
a u t oma t i c a l exc l ud ed othe r s o Whe n  ma rried , they 

f r om each o ther the exc lus i ve o f  
I n  t he u s e  of  the ir exc l us ive , 
chi ldren . S ince  libe rty i n  s ex wa s f o rb idden , the c oup le s 
we re thrown c lo s e r  in t he i r  s ex l i fe . a w i fe ' s  
pregna nc y  a nd la c t a t ion t he husband a b s ta ined f r om s exua l 
uni on with h i s  wife  ( Ivens 1 93 0 �  I n  t he f i r s t i n s tance , 
i t  wa s b e cau s e  b e l ieved the f oe t us or the unb or n  ch i ld 
wou ld b e  aborted  ( Duc lot  and Ver na nt ; in the s e c ond 
ca s e  b e cau s e  of f ea r  tha t the mi lk in the mothe r ' s  
brea s t s  may b e  d iminished a nd s 

A l t hough husba nd a nd w i f e  knew the phe nome non o f  pre g na ncy 
wa s the re su l t  o f  the i r  s exua l uni on ( B la ckwood 1 9 3 5 : 13 2 ) � 

la cked t he und e r s ta nd of  the of the f oe tu s  in 
t he mother s womb " A c c o rd t o  t he i r  und e rs tand i ng of  c on -
c e p t i on in re l a t ion t o  t he s exua l a c t , t he h usband a nd w i f e  
ha d t o  ma ny t ime s b e f ore the w i fe c ou ld c on c e ive a 



chi ld . Even one o f t e n  hear s  a ma n when a cc u s e d  of  
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the  fa t he r  of  a n  i i t ima t e chi ld , s a y � ' I  have only 
had  in t e rc o ur s e  wi t h  the woman once , the ch i ld ca nn o t  be mine ' 0 

Wi th increa s i ng s ta t us i n  t he c la n  throu gh mar r ia g e  came 
o bl i ga t ions . A s  s oon a s  the wi fe s h o we d  s igns o f  p r e g na ncy , 
e sp e c ia l  i f  th i s  wa s he r f i rs t ,  s he a nd h e r  hus ba nd cea s ed 
t o  e a t c e r ta i n  kind s  o f  f ood . Thi s a bs t ine nce had t o  be ke p t  
un t i l  t he i on fea s t , he ld one t o  t h re e  months  a f t e r  
t h e  f i rs t born . A bs t inence wa s suppo s ed t o  e n s ure the we l l ­
be ing o f  the un born ( Ivens 1 9 3 0  109 ) 0 

Ho w much kno wl edge o f  the s ex a c t  a ma rried  c oup l e  had 
whe n  came f or t he f i r s t t ime , I cann o t  say . 
Ho weve r ,  the g e ne ra l informat i on g iven t o  the boy a t  the 

the d i s c ip l ina r ia n , and to the g ir l  by her mothe r ­
h e r  yea rs of  prepa ra t i on ,  he l pe d  t hem t o  kno w 

t o  g o  a bo u t  beg inning t he i r  s ex l i fe p lu s  o f  c our s e  the 
na t u ra l i n s t i nc t . Le gend s wh i ch dea l t  wi th in t e r c ou r s e  a l s o  
we re s ourc e s o f  informa t i on o n  the ma t t e r . The pa r tne r s  we re 
o f t en s t ra ng e r s  to the s ex a c t  whe n  began t he i r  c onnu bia l 
l i fe . Ho weve r :i  they s oon lea rned t o  a da p t  thems e lve s . Any 
pre sump t i on t ha t they lea rned f r om t he i r  p a re n t s  per -

the a c t  o f  in t e rc ou r s e  i n  t he i r  pre s ence  whi le ye t 
young , fa l l s s hort  o f  the t ruth . 

A s  me n t ione d , ma rr iage d id no t mea n  s e pa ra t ion of t he 
from the i r  r e s pe c t ive fami l i e s . Ra ther they f ormed 

bond be t ween t he t wo fami l ie s  a nd re la t ive s .  
had a c on s i d e ra ble s a y  in the ra i s ing of  

g ra nd ch i ldren so  it  wa s d if f i cu l t  at  t ime s for  t he pa ren t s  
t o  have fu l l  c o n t r o l . 

upon the the i r  pare n t s  t he 
c e r t a i n  the i r  prop e r  name s . 

s o f  bo th ie s t o  t he be t r o tha l ,  
cea s e d  t o  ca l l  one another by They a d d re s s ed one 

a no the r a s  ( B la ck wo od 1 9 35 : 7 5 ) . A f t e r  the e nga g eme n t  
ce remony whe n  the br i d e wea l t h  wa s handed ove r  a s imi l a r  ta boo 
wa s on o t he r  a f f ina l r e la t The wome n , i n-
c lud i ng the mo the r o f  the 1 on a hood ca l led 
( the hea d )  s o  t ha t  c ou ld n o t  be 
fu t ure s on =  in= la w ( Montau ba n  a nd 0 ' Re i l  1 95 8 :  , 
young ma n cea s e d  t o  ca l l  h i s  f u ture in- la ws a nd the i r  r e la � 

ive s name . He wou ld re f e r  t o  t he ' s  pa re nt s a nd 

F or t he exp lana t ion o f  this  t e rm a nd o t he r s  u s e d  here s e e  
Append ix . 
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unc l e s  and aunt s as and i n  turn wou ld c al l  h im th at . 
He wou ld c al l  the b ro the r s  and male c ous i n s  and 
he r s i s te r s  and c ou s i n  The b r id e = t o-be , o n  
the othe r  h and , re f er red t o  the s p arent s  and u nc l e s  and 
aun t s as and i n  t u rn c al le d  he r th at t e rm .  She 
wou ld hus b and ' s  b r other s  and c ous i n  b ro th e r s  

h i s  s i s t e r s  and f emal e  c ou s i n s  Und e r  n o  
c o u ld the husha.nd t alk t o  the s i s t e r s  or femal e  

cous i n s  o f  h i s  w i f e ; the w i f e  l ikewi s e  c ou ld n ot t alk t o  t he 
b ro the r s  or m al e  c ous i n s  o f  her husb and Th i s  pr ac t i c e  c ame 
f r om t he rev e re n c e  the h ad of as a s ac re d  
i n s t i t ut i on . Thi s  o n  n ame - c al w as unt i l 
t he e nd o f  t he i r  l ive s F or t he f i rs t  few y e ars of  
t he w i f e  never c al le d  he r hus b and n ame b ut she r e f e rred  t o  
him as ) .  Why not  c al le d  by n ame ? 
I t  w as be c au s e  o f  t he i n t imat e  e ac h  now h ad of  the 
other as husb and or w i f e . It w as as i t  we re , 

i n t o  a s e cre t p act , t he husb and 
c ove r s  of the f ami of  h i s  wi f e  
The s e  t ab oos  we re about the s acred n at ure of 

p re gn ancy and chi ldb i rt h . The husb and w as exp e c te d  
t ow ard h i s  i o = l aws and t h e  re l at ive s o f  hi s 

wife  and she h ad t o  d o  the s ame . 

Howeve r  f or c ed 
p as t  the 
hu s b an d  and w i f e  
evid e nt w i t h  t he 
ar ch. al s oc ie , S o l o s  

the  f ac t  th at 
s t at us as 

almo s t  unknow n  
i n  t he i r  

s eeme d  t o  b e  i n  the 
we r e  t o  b e  

b e c ame more 
Be c au s e  of  the i r  mat r i ­
c on s idered  s l ave s . 

al l the work , 
s i n  a. ny f ami 

the old S o l os  s , due 
ld re n .  S ome t ime s i t  w as 
wa s cus  f or women t o  

e a  r ry Another p o s  ib i w as a 
woman ' s  a t o  hide  from hus b and and o t he r s  i n  the 

l an a preg n ancy re s u l t  from ad u l  Ac c o rd t o  
B l ackwood ( 1 9 3 5  1 1 7 )  � a woman wou ld neve r abo r t  a chi ld o f  
he r hus b and .� n o  m at how many c h i  s he had . 

i on i r ather  e s pe c i al a. mong wome n 
o f  s e co nd gene r a  i o n  Chr i s t i ans . The i ncre as e  i n  the ice  
re f le c t s  a 
t ow ard c h i  
s ame reve r e n c e  
mot i v at e d  
t o  t he c l an .  

1 

among 
s 

Tho s e  
i n  b e  

and the at t i tud e s  o f  women 
s eems t o  h ave the 

the S o l os wome n ,  
s e n s e  o f  s erv i c e  

who h ave many c h i ld re n  
out s  i n  t he On t he 
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, s omehow a re mad e  t o  fee  tha t fa l l  short 
of  s e l f = c on t ro l  w i t h  t o  t h e  ma ri ta  a c t . Wha t wa s a 
s ou rc e  of in the old  ha tu rned 
i n t o  a s ou rc e  o f  Thi s  i s  b e ca us e  ma rried  s 
fe e l  i s ol a t ed and no tha haven of  sa 
be twe en the two fami l i e s  i nvo lved i n  t he i r  The e n-

a mot he r re c e ived i n  the o ld s 
ex i s t  a ny mo re . The w i f e  1 ha s t o  run fami 
a l one , a t a s k  t ha t wa s s ha re d  in t he o l d  

S ome t ime s a woma n  b e c ome s be f o re the o the r 
i s  weaned s o  s he re s ort s t o  a n  abo rt ion . I n  add i t i on , the 
increa s e  in a b o rt ion may b e  re la t ed to the re s pe c t  
o f  the � t he ma t ria rcha l of  the i s  
a 1 Women we re once 
owne rs of  chi ld re n  a nd t he s in 
a re t he s e rvan t 1 s  ro l e . The hu s ba nd i s  
ma s t e r  a s  we l l  a s  t he owne r o f  t he chi ld ren . I n  t he 
o ld s o c  the women d id no t mind ra a nd f o r  t he 
chi ld ren w i tho u t the fa t he r ' s da i h e  b e ca u s e  t he 
b e l onged t o  he r 1 Now the chi ld re n  be 
fa the r in eve ry way , even h i s  
pos e d  We s t e rn cu l t u re b u t  t he fa t he r  ra re 
ca re of the baby . The w i fe , i n  d e s pe ion d oe s  a l l  s he can 
t o  a new t oo s oon 

Ye t s ome wome n g o  w i th eve n  though 
it ma.y mean be a ch i ld 0 S uch a 
ch i ld i s  t he n  taken int o the i f  s he i s  no t 
ma rri ed . I f  she  i s  ma rrie d �  ra i s e d  wi th the re s t  
of  t he chi ld re n . Ra re a re i chi ld re n  mad e  t o  
s u f f e r f o r  the i r  a cc id e n ta l b i rth f o r  t h e  same 
s ta t us a s  o t he r membe rs of  the fami s t ri c t  
laws o f  o ld have been  d i s  , the re 

been  a n  i nc rea s e  in to a n  increa se 
F re e  choi c e  ha s a l s o  re s u l t e d  

in 1 s ex ua l uni ons so t ha t it  is  not unc ommon f o r  
c oup le to ma rry a f te r  p re g na ncy ha s been s ta b l ished . 
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A l though p aren t s  m ad e  i t  t he ir f ir s t  c once rn t o  be t ro th 
the i r  chi ld r e n  as s oon as the y  c ou ld w alk , there nev e r the le s s  
ex i s ted many imped imen t s  t o  The s e  we r e  d ic t at e d  
e i the r by the n atur al l aw o r  o f  t h e  c l an .  
Whe n Chr i s t w as i n t r oduced  S o l os mar r i ag e  al re ady 
pos s e s s e d  many of t he imp e d imen t s  t h at Chr i s t w as 

t o  impo s e . I n  c er t ain i n s t ance s ?  the Chr i s t i an mar r i age 
imped ime n t s  we re more l i ne al in n at u re t h an the  S o l o s  mar r i age 
imped ime n t s . Whe r e  s ome w as an imped ime n t  for Chr i s t i an 
ma , i t  w as not  s o  f or the S o l o s  mar r i ag e . 
For  e x amp l e  the imped imen t  i n  c anon l aw 
ex tend s t o  the third  d e g re e  inc l us ive , whi l e  the S o l o s  cus t om 
ex t e nd ed t h i s  b eyond t he s ix t h  d e g re e  (Hopki ns 1 9 2 8  9 8 ) . C anon 
l aw al s o  f o rb id s  ma b e twe en b ro th e r - in- l aw and s i s t e r - in­
l aw at  the d e at h  o f  one o f  the ma � b u t S o l o s  d id 
n o t  p os s e s s  thi s imped ime n t  b e c au s e  i t  w as the cus t om th at t he 
bro ther h ad the and t o  chi ldren i n  t he n ame 
of h is d e ad b ro th e r  and in s ome i ns t ance s the h ad the 

o marry the w i d ow o f  his d e ad unc le 1 9 14 : 48) . 
S ome imped ime n t s  p rope r t o  the chur ch as a Chr i s t i an s oc 
d i d  n o t  exi s t f o r  the S o l o s  pe op le ,  f o r  ex amp l e , thos e g iven 
i n  c anon l aw unde r  ' impe d ime n t e s  imped ient e s ' . The f ac t  t h at 
S ol o s  wer e  n o t  al l owed t o  m arry p ar t ne rs not  c ho s e n  f or t hem 
cou ld  be  reg ard e d  as a p ar al le l  to t he s e  imped ime n t s . Thus 
t he S o lo s h ad almos t  al l the nu l imped ime n t s  g ive n in 
c anon l aw ,  Be f ore Chr i s t t he imped ime nt s we re nonag e , 
impo t ence  i n s an i t y � ex i s  m arr i age b ond af f ( on l y  
i n  t h e  d i re c t  l ine ) , c on s angu ini t y  l az ine s s , to t e m  d i f fe r -
e nc e s , � c oward i c e  and s o r c e ry . 

Non age o C anon l aw s e t s  t he ma l e  age for ls at 
a l e as t  t he c omp le t i on o f  t he f our t e enth  ye ar and for  b oys  
a. f te r  the s ix t e e n t h  ye ar .  F or t he S o lo s  mar r i ag e  w as s t r i c t ly 
f orb i d d e n  d ur ing t he p e r iod f r om chi ldhood t o  pub e r ty , in s p i t e  
of  t h e  b e t ro t h al o f  chi ld ren o Mar r i ag e  w as l e g al i s ed af t e r  t he 

h ad h ad her f i r s t me ns t r u al pe r i od the e ng ageme nt cere  
mony and t he h and i ng ove r o f  b r i d ewe al t h " C oh ab i t at i on t ook 
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p l ac e  much l at e r .  So the s t r ic t  ive age f or t h e  S o l o s  
e v e n  t o  l eg al i s e  t he m arri age was f r om chi ldhood t o  t he age of  

. The m arr i age was not c ons ummated  unt i l  af t e r  the 
mar r i age c e re mony . I 

The obv ious s o f  impotence  al s o  
t he S o l o s  pe op l e . Peop l e  who s e  

d eve l o p  o r  we re d e f e c t ive o r  mut i l at ed and 
we re unab le t o  pe rf orm the s exu al ac t �  we re exc l ud e d  f r om 
m arr i age o L ikewi s e , tho s e  who h ad p ar t i al d e fo rmi t y  o f  the i r  
g e ni t al s  were exc l ud e d  f r om marri age , e v e n  t hough c ou ld 
h ave the s exu al ac t and h ad chi ld ren . 

wer e  exc l uded  al s o  b e c au s e  of  
the i r  f ami 2 

pe r s o n s  o f  t he f o l l o wi ng we re b ar re d  
c omp le t e  and p erpe t u al ly 

who wer e  b ord e r l ine ) , ( thos e 
in t he i r  s p e e ch and d e f e c t i ve ne rvous sys t ems ) 

( those  who we re d e af and d umb ) as we l l  as 
i cs ) . They we re exc l ud e d  f r om contr ac t i ng m ar r i age 

wer e  u n ab le t o  t ake u p  t he r e s p ons ib i l i t y  of  
r ai s  fa.mi 3 

For t h o s e  who th ink t h at al l P apua Ne w Gu ine ans  
f ac t  t h at l az ine s s  f ormed an imped imen t  t o  

may app e ar r id i c u l ou s . Never the l e s s , i t  was t he re .  
Thos e  who neve r c orre c te d  t hems e lve s remained unmarr ied  f or 
t he r e s t  of  the i r  l ive s . Thi s  imped iment n at ur al ly c ame about 
be c aus e marri age th at a man and woman t ake f u l l  re -
s pons i b i l i  over the ir  f ami ly and O' Re i l ly 1 95 8 : 3 ) . 

The ex i s  b ond he re 
not b ond b rought ab out by 

the h and i ng ove r o f  the b r id e we al t h  o r  the c on s ummat ion of 
but als o  to the bond e f f e c te d  the b e t rot h al and 

c e remoni e s .  A b e t rothed or e ng aged 
c o u ld not  s eek t o  c on t r ac t  a wit h  another pe r s on 
(Hopkins  1 9 28 � 9 6 ) . I f  t h i s  impe d ime nt o f  was v i o l at ed 
i t  i ncurred the d e at h  s e nt e nce o As  l ong as t he ir  f i r s t  wive s 
wer e  alive � S o l os me n cou ld n o t  s e ek t o  m ar ry another , 

C f  0 C anon 10 6 7 . 
2 

C f " C anon 1068 0 
3 

An imped ime nt i n  c anon l aw ex i s  by the ru o f  C anon 
1 0 6 7  p ar . I and 2 �  in the s e nse  that t he ins ane are l ike 
chi l d re n , and by the ru l ing of C anon 108 1 p ar o l  and 2 ,  t hey 
c ou ld not  e li c it the  act of  t he ir wi l l .  
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bu t c e r t ain import ant men exempted t hems e lve s . Th at i s  the 
we re not g iven t he privi lege of a c eremony whe n  

a s e c o nd or third w i f e . Thi s  i nd i c at e d  th at they 
were cogni s ant o f  the f ac t  th at only o ne w i f e  w as 1 . 1 

As ment ioned , t ot em w as not ident i f ied w i th t he 
t he imped ime nt t o  d i d  n o t  exi s t  wi thin the 

s ame t ot em g ro up . A m ar r i age ime nt existed  b e twee n  the 
two d i f ferent  t ot ems o I t  w as impos e d  b e c au s e  o f  d i f fe r en c e s  
in s t at u s , b e i ng i n  f ac t , a c as t e  imp e d imen t o Thus the n aboe n 
and t he i n t e rm ar r ied only among t hems e lve s . Th i s  al so  

out t he f ac t  t h at the t otem w as not ident i c al w i t h  the 
c l an whi c h  c on s i s t e d  mai n ly of b l ood re l at i ons  and in  whi ch 

w as s tr i c t  f orb idden o Many c l ans  we re of  t he 
and w ithou t ne ce s s ar i ly be ing r e l at e d  b y  b lood o 

��� w anted t o  marry a memb e r  o f  the 
m any c er emonie s of d is pens at i on h ad to e n s ue b e f or e  
c ou ld  e v e n  b e  c on s ide red o 

w as a prohib i t ion on 
is h ,  b i rd s , animal s  o r  veg e t ab le s o 

An aunt u s u al ly pe r f o rmed the c e remony . I t  e s t ab l i s hed an im-
iment of mar r i age be twee n  the one imp os i ng the t ab oos  and 

t he chi ld . The u s u al w as t o  imp o s e  upon the ch i ld the 
per s on al t aboos  of a g r and f at he r  or g r andmoth e r , d e p e nd i ng 
whether the chi ld w as a b oy o r  a 1 .  Thr ough t h i s  a 1 
re l at w as e s t ab l i shed b e twee n  the pe r s on and the chi ld . 
The p e r s on impos ing the t ab o o s  h ad t he d ut y  t o  s e e  t h at they 
we re kep t , and to s upp th at chi ld  often with  f ood . The 
not on imp o s e d  an imped imen t  of m arri ag e  b e tween t he pers on 
and the chi ld , b ut al s o  betwe e n  the ch i ld and h i s or he r chi ld ­
ren The l at t e r  s e ems t o  h ave e x i s t e d  i n  the church be f or e  
t he c od e . 2 I t  s t and s t o  re aso n  t he n  th at an impos i t io n  o f  
t aboos  an out s ider w as avoided  and a re l at ive pre ferred . 

Ad op t ion w as re s or t e d  t o  as a re s u l t  
o f  0 Adop t e d  chi ld ren c ame mainly but not 
exc lus ive f r om the re l at ive s of  t he wom an . If t he wi fe  
d ie d  and t he ado p t e d  girl  w as m at ure , ne ithe r  the husb and nor 
his b ro the r s  and ne phews c o u ld m arry her b e c au s e  she w as con� 
s id e re d  as his own d aught e r . Likew is e , i f  a b oy w as ad opt e d  
t h e  widow c ou ld n o t  marry h im no r c ou ld he r s i s t e rs and 
n i e c e s  b e c au s e  he w as a prope r s o n  ac cord ing t o  c u s t om o  Th i s  

imp e d ime n t  w as very s t ri c t ly ob s e rved (F ox 1 9 24 : 

1 
Th i s  imped ime nt i s  t re at e d  i n  C anon L aw 1 0 6 9  0 

2 3 C anon L aw 1 0 7 9 . C f . C anon L aw 105 9 . 
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F or t h e  S o los  pe op le , a f f ini ty in-
va fa the r - in- law a nd da ught e r- in- law 
a nd b e twee n  d a ughte r - in - law a nd t he father of her fa t he r - in­
law ; a nd on the s on - in- law ' s  s id e , b e twe en mot he r - in- law a nd 
s on- i n- law , a nd b e twee n  s on- in- law and the mothe r  of  hi s 
mother - in- law o The s e  p rohib i t ive d e gre e s  we re re ferred t o  a s  

a nd 1 S ince t he unc l e s  a nd a un t s  we re i d e nt i f i ed 
i n  the l inea g e  a s  fa ther a nd mothe r t o  t he chi ld ren , the same 
imp e d imen t s  a l s o  exi s t e d  f or them . Thus , t he unc le cou ld  n o t  
mar ry the w i f e  of  h i s  dead  nephew . The y  we re a ls o  l imi ted  b y  
the i t ive d e g re e s  of an i s  a nd 

The s e c ond a sp e c t  o f  prohib i t ive a f f in i t y  exis t e d  b e tween 
the pa rent s o f  t he pa rtne r s  or b e twe e n  t he o f  one 

a nd t he unc l e s  a nd a un t s  of t he other or b e tween the 
unc le s a nd a unt s o f  b o th pa rtne rs . Thi s wa s ca l l e d  s uhan . 
The s e  wer e  t he o n ly re la t ionships  within a f f  whe r e  ma r r ia g e  
wa s p rohib i t e d . The imped imen t  d id not  ex i s t  b e tween t he 
brothe r - in- law a nd t he s i s t e r - i n= law .  A c c ord i ng t o  c u s t om 
t he young b ro t h e r  had t he r ight t o  mar ry h i s  d e a d  b rothe r ' s  
widow and b e g e t  chi ld ren i n  hi s name ( Iv e ns 1 9 3 0 � 1 0 2 ) . The 
f i r s  c ous i n  of the dead  ma n a ls o  had the r ight t o  mar ry the 
widow if the re wer e  no b rothers . Sho u l d  t he w i f e  d i e  and  a 
y oung e r  s i s t e r  b e  unma rr ie d , s he had t he t o  mar ry he r 
dead  s i s t e r ' s  husband ( Rive r s  1 9 14 : 5 6) . Th i s  wa s e n c oura ged 
to  kee p  t he s o l id a r i ty of  the two fami l ie s , a lthough for  t he 
la t t e r  ca s e  i t  wa s n o t  ob l iga t o ry . 

S o los  s o c i e t y , the pro­
wa s t he mos t ext e n s ive a nd 

s cr upu lous  (Hopk ins 1 9 2 8 : 9 8 ) . Thi s f orba d e  ma rr 
in the d ir e ct l i ne b e twe en a l l  a s ce ndant s a nd de s c e nda n t s  
whe the r  o r  na t u ra L 2 I t  ted  ma r r ia g e  be -
twee n  b lood re la t ive s t o  t he s ixth d e g re e  inc l u s ive a nd 
b eyond . 3 The t ra c i ng o f  r e l a t ive s t o  d i s ta n t  wa s 
p os s ib le b e ca u s e  t he peop l e  p r e s e rved t he ir g enea l ogy . The 
chi ld re n  we r e  g rsdua l a cq ua in t e d  w i t h  the i r  b lood re la t ive s , 
even w i th t h o s e  who we re f r om othe r  c la n s  throu gh inte rmar r ia g e s .  
Thus the c la n  a nd a l l i t s  ext e nd e d  l ines  a nd beyond i t  we re 
f o l lowed c l os e  

exc l uded  wi thin  the 
wi thin  the ' i cu la r r e la  a nd 

in ix . As  l ong as t he p e op l e  knew 

S e e  Append ix . 
3 

C f . Cano n  Law 1 0 7 6 . 

2 
C f  Canon Law 10 7 7 .  

4 
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48 

a nc e s t or or ance s t re s s  they f e l t  they we re b r o the r s  a nd s i s t e rs . 
F r om thi s  came about the free  u s e  o f  the t erms f a t he r , mo th e r , 
b rothe r a nd s i s t e r  whi ch cou ld  re f e r  t o  unc le s , a unt s , c ous in 
s i s t e r  a nd c ou s in b rothe r , d i s re ga rd ing degre e s  o f  the s e  re la ­
t ions hips . S o  withi n the c la n  (where  pra c t i ca l ly a l l b lo od 
re la t ive s l ived ) , t he a b ove me nt ioned t e rms we re f r e e ly used . 

The us e of  tho s e  t e rms wa s not j u s t  a gre e t i ng or t o  show 
re s pe c t , but  the pe r s ons we re truly  looke d  upon a s  mothe r ,  
fa the r , b rothe r ,  s i s t e r , a nd s o  on . Thi s  menta l i t y  c omma nded 
a pe r s on - t o- pe r s on re la t i onship and p revented inc e s t  (Riv e r s  
1 9 14 : 3 8 - 9 ) . Thi s  c us t om ha s d e crea s e d  a s  pe op le have b e e n  
g ra d ua l ly led int o i s o la t i on eve n from the i r own re la t ive s 
a nd pa ren t s int o a s t a t e  o f  i ndivid ua l i sm a nd s e l f i s hne s s . 

I nc e s t uou s unions have b e c ome frequent . I f  the church 
a l l ows p r o s pe c t ive pa r t ne rs who a re re la ted  t o  ea ch othe r in  
the  f ou rth d e g re e  to  ma r ry ,  o r  g ive s t hem a d i s pe n s a t i on i n  
t h e  third d e g re e , t h e n  nothi ng wi l l  prevent th e pe op l e  f r om 
going furthe r . I n  a ny ca s e , i n  the o ld S o l o s  s oc ie ty c on­
s a ngu ini t y  wa s a g rave imped ime nt to ma r r ia ge a nd the 
princ ip l e s  und e r lying Canon Law 1 0 7 6  wer e  a lready a cknow ledged  
b e f ore Chr i s t ia ni t y  wa s int r od uced . 

Cowa r d i c e . S inc e a per s on a s sumed the r e s p on s ib i l it y  of  
c a r ing for  and prot e c t ing hi s wi f e  and chi l d re n  it  wa s na t u ra l 
t o  require t ha t  he b e  c oura ge ous . A l though the c la n  a s  a who l e  
p ro t e c t e d  ind ividua l fami l ie s , ea ch husba nd a s  hea d  of  a fami ly 
had t he duty to prote c t  t hem . A man with c owa rd ly t e ndenc ie s 
wou ld not b e  chos e n  to ma r ry . I f  he wa s be t rothed b e f ore t h i s  
d i s c ov e ry t h e  be t ro tha l wa s b r oken , un l e s s  he ove r came i t  
through r i g orous t ra ini ng i n  the u s e  o f  wea pons i n  mock ba t t le s . 
I f  a c owa rd wa s d e t e c ted be f ore the a g e  o f  pub e r ty , he wa s 
dea l t  w i th s evere ly a t  the ini t ia t ion c e remony , t o  he lp him 
ove r c ome i t . The S o l o s  way o f  l i fe had no  p la c e  for c owa rd s . 

S or c e ry . A pra c t is ing s or c e r e r  very o f t e n  wa s prohib i t e d  
f rom ma rriage . No o ne wou ld a l l ow h i s  d a ughte r  t o  mar ry a ma n 
o f  thi s  kind , un le s s  the fa t h e r  o f  the g ir l  wa s t hrea t e ne d  b y  
t h e  s or c e re r  h ims e l f . O n  pri nc ip l e  t hough , such  a man wa s 
avo id e d  a nd b a rred f rom c on t ra ct ing mar r ia g e . 

Conc lus ion 

A s  shown , the S o los  a lready pos s e s s e d  the ma j or imp e d ime n t s  
t o  ma rriage out l ined by t h e  c od e  of  canon law The s e  we re 
d ic t a t e d  t o  the i r  a nc e s tors  c e ntur ie s a g o  by na t ura l law a nd 
a ls o  by c ommo n s e n s e  in ord e r  t o  p r ot e c t  the puri t y  and integri t y  
o f  t h e  t r ibe . 
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The d e f in i t i on of  ma r r ia g e  i n  the Chr i s t ia n  s en s e  c a n  b e  
s ummed up a s  f o l low s z marriage  i s  a sa c ra ment i n  whi ch two 
ma rr iageab l e  p e op l e  o f  the oppos i t e  s ex a s s o c ia te in an un� 
d ivided l i f e = c ommunion by mut ua l a gr e eme nt , f or t he genera t i on 
a nd educa t i on o f  the i r  o f f s p r ing a nd i n  wh ich they re c e ive 
g ra ce f or t he f u l fi lment o f  t he s pe c ia l  d ut ie s  o f  the i r  s ta t e . 
F urthermor e , a cc ord ing t o  We s t e r n  thought , marr ia g e  i s  a s ta t e  
wher e  two peop l e  l eave t he i r  s a nd other r e la t ive s t o  
s ta r t  a n  i nd e p e nd e nt fami o f  the ir own . I n  Chr is t ia n  
mar r ia g e s t he pa r t i e s  invo lve d  f r e e ly choos e t he ir  ma t e s f or 
a l if e  long pa r t ne r sh ip i n  ma rr ia g e  through p e rs ona l l ove , 
a nd t he pa r en t s s imp advi s e  ra the r t ha n  i n t e r f e r e  wi t h  the  
c ho i c e . 

The Chr i s t i a n  menta on ma rr i s  re f le c t ed in t he 
r e gu l a t ions f ound i n  the Code o f  Canon Law ( 1 0 1 2 - 1 143 ) . 

As me nt i oned , S ol os marriage  i nvo lved not only the pa rtne r s  
b u t  t he i r  r e  c la n s . I t  wa s a s o c ia l  mean s  t o  f orm 
a l l e g iance s b e tween othe rw i s e  hos t i le c la n s ) a b r id g e  b e twee n  
s ta tu s  d i f ference s a nd t otems , a nd a mea ns o f  ra i s i ng t he 
s ta t us o f  t he coup l e  1 9 2 8 : 1 0 8 ) . 

The who le l i fe o f  the S ol o s  c e n t re d  a round t he c la n  a nd 
i t s  c ommun a l a ct iv i t ie s , l eg e nd s  and Thei r s  wa s a 
g ood way of  l i fe , s l e  and : they nev e r  wen t  hungr y  
a nd t hey t o ok p r i d e  in the i r  fami ga rd ens . They wer e  wi s e  
a bout the  b e s t  s oi l s f o r  d i f fe re nt kinds o f  f ood p la nt s , t he 
be s t  s it e s  f or t he i r  they we re w i s e a b out t imbe r s , 
knew a d e a l about the i e s  a nd u s e s  o f  na t ive 
p la n t s  a nd had  name s for them a l l 

Thi s  wa s the s it ua t ion i n  whi ch the mi s s i onar ie s  f ound t he 
S o l o s  when they ma d e  the ir  f i rs t  conta c t  in 1 9 10 "  Wha t they 
s aw wa s a t rib e t ha t d i f fered  from t he othe r s  b oth i n  l a nguag e  
a nd ski n . we re bu i lt s o l id a nd we re not c oward s ,  t he i r  
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eye s we r e  f r iend they we re men o f  s cha ra c t e r  a nd in 
fa ith  wer e  promi s i ng memb e r s  f or Chri s t iani 1 The S o l o s  a t  
tha t  t ime had wi d e r  b ounda r ie s  tha n  t he p re s e n t  S o l o s . By 

S o l o s . s e emed ha ppy wi th t he new 
tea ch e rs o f  Chr i s  a nd s l owly s ubmi t t e d  t o  the ru l e s  o f  
t he mi s s i ona r i e s  and t i ons o f  t he chu r ch . I f  there wa s 
a ny c onfus i on a t  thi s  t ime , i t  wa s no t ev i d e nt . 2 

Grad ua l the chi e f s  began t o  l o s e  a nd 
p owe r ;  the s l le r  had no  a ud ience  t o  s na t ive 
t ra d i t i on s  a nd t hr ough the t i on o f  the ob l iga t i on s  of  
Chr i s t  , a new way of  l i fe eme rged a nd t he o ld way wa s 
d i s ca rd e d . A o f  me n.ta  c ou ld b e  d e t e c t e d  when in 
1 9 13 a nd a ga i n  in 1920 cargo cult be l ie f s s pra ng u p  in Lant i s ; 

we re r ev ived i n  � 9 3 2  and 1 93 3  1 9 6 7 : 2 0 9 ) . 

S ince  1 9 3 5  t he S o l o s  b e l ie f in the i r  l e g e nd s  ha s beg un t o  
l o s e  s a nd The ga rdeners  a nd f i she rmen o f  
Buka b e ga n  mod e r n i s  s ;  t he f orme r way o f  
l i fe wa s changi ng rap id t upheava l o f  a l l  wa s 
t he changi ng o f  t he ir  menta l (Mont a uban a nd 0 ' Re i l ly 1 95 8 :  
40) . The new i on on Buka , l ike e l s e , have 
repud ia t e d  t he i  l e g e nd s , the i r  c ompan i ons for l i fe . C e rt a in 
new have s prung up but have no re s emb la nc e  t o  t he 
o ld t heme s . The r e  i s  ra c ia l ib e ra t i on a nd expe c ta t i on o f  
cargo . They have , mor e ove r ,  a ba nd oned c e r ta i n  c u s t oms . 

Whe n t he b e came t he new ma s te r s  in 1 944 the S o l o s  
pe op l e  we r e  j ub i la nt ove r the o f  the whi t e s ; the 
mi s s iona r ie s  who rema ined were t o l e ra te d . S ince  t he 
end o f  the war the r e  ha s b e e n  unre s t . The p e op l e  have 
a d e s ire  t o  be f r e e  a nd 

Now the S o l os wa nt s t o  a chieve h i s  i nd ividua He no 
d e pe nd s  on his l e g e nd s  and cu s t oms ; he d o e s  not look 

a ny more for the g ood way o f  l i f e ; nor  d oe s  he  heed t he word s 
a nd c ouns e ls o f  the  a nc e s t o r s . Tod a y  nothing i s  b e l ieved a nd 
t omorrow a l l  w i l l  be  (Mo nt a uba n and O ' Re i l ly 1 95 8 : 
40)  The o l d  p e o p l e  f e e l he s and hope l e s s  a nd the  young 
a re t e rrib c on fu s e d . The mi s s i ons  be  d o  much in  
t he f i e ld o f  e d uca t ion a nd i n  p ropag a t  t he Chr i s t ia n  fa i t h  
a nd ca r f or t he s i ck ,  but ha.ve crea ted  new a nd d e e p  
d iv i s i on s  among t he S o l os ( F ox 1 9 6 7  4 9 )  

The evo lut i on ha s begu n  a mong t h e  S o l o s o 
myth o l og ica l wi ld man )  frigh t en s  no one � the 

(a 
p re f e r  

S e e  1 9 2 6- 2 8 , no . 4 7 Ve r s iaux Archive s ,  Rome " 
2 

J 0 S c h l i eke r , 1 De c embe r  1 9 5 2 , f i le 5 S S 2 0 8 , AMF .  
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Tar za n  o r  Mickey Mous e o Time pa s s e s  ; the onc e - revered 
a nc e s t o r s  have l o s t t he i r  mea ning f o r  t he S o l o s � the young work 
ha rd t o  t o  a new way o f  l ife  a nd the i r  ance s t o r s  
o r  pre t end a r e  ve ry na ive The re i s  on ly i ntere s t  i n  
c op ra , c o� ope ra t ive s , gamb li ng , d runke nne s s , mis t re s s e s � a nd 
l i t t l e  l ove a f fa i rs (Monta uban and O ' Re i l ly 1 95 8 : 

I n  1 8 9 9  t he Mar i s t  mi s s i ona r ie s  f ounde d  t he i r  f ir s t  s ta t ion 
on Fa i s i  i n  the Shor t  land s , c ome f r om S amoa 0 

F r om the re mad e  c ont a ct w i th the pe op le of 
inv i l le and Buka . The inf luence o f  Chr i s t ia n i ty on Buka 

w i t h  the e s ta b l is hme n t  of a mi s s i on s t a t i on a t  Burunot u i  
on the we s t  c oa s t , in 1 9 1 0 . F r om there mi s s iona r i e s  
mad e  t he i r  way to o t he r  pos t s  on t he i s land I n  1 9 23 t h e  Gagan 
mis s i on wa s e s tab l i shed ; this ma rked t he o f  t he 
g ra dua l d i s a pp e a rance o f  t he c us t oms of  the pe op le . 

The mi s s iona ri e s  f ound t he S o lo s  pra c t is non� 
Chr i s t ia n  cus t oms such a s  ini t ia t i on c er emon ie s , taboos , 

r i t e s and p ol ygamy . had one thing i n  mind : t o  
d e s t roy a ny t hi ng c o nne c t e d  w i t h  a nd immora ; t hey 
had n o  c ons ide ra t i on f o r  cu l t ura l va l ue s . A s  loca l cus t oms 
we re g ra d ua l ly e l imina ted  we re r e p la ce d  by the Chr i s t ia n  
r e l ig i on w i t h  a l l  i t s  i c e s  a nd regu la t i on s . Whe n  t he 
mi s s i ona r i e s  s aw the p o l ygamous p ra c t i c e s o f  the chie f s  t hey 
mad e  i t  t he i r  duty to  ban t h i s  a s  immora l o  However , 
they e ra d i ca t e d  not on , but  a l s o  t he na t ura l ly 
good ma r r ia g e  pra c t ic e s . were mad e  t o  think the i r  
mar r i a ge pra c t i c e s  we re evi l a nd d e s e rved damna t i on i n  the 
eve r la s t ing unquenchab le f ir e  of  he l l .  A pe op le so  prone t o  
fear o f  na t u ra l f or c e s  a nd ha d no cho i ce  b u t  t o  s uc c umb 
to t he new r e l ig i on and new t ions 1 9 5 5 : 
4 6 1 ) . I t  i s  l i t t le wond e r  t ha t  i n  s even yea r s  - the 
numb e r  o f  paga ns wa s reduced t o  Wi thi n the s ame 
s even yea r s  t he r e  we re 1 8 8  Chr i s  ian c e l eb ra te d . 2 

Thi s  i s  i nd i ca t i ve o f  the swi f t  change o f  t he S o l o s  peo p le ' s  
cu lture . Withi n  l e s s  tha n  yea rs have been  l e f t  
w i t h  can  now c la im a s  t he ir  own . 

Fa ther s , a nd i s  t o  b e  f ound i n  the i r  a rchive s . 
2 

S ta t i s t ic s  in 1 9 2 2 = 3 0 , AMF . 
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I t  wa s not unc ommon f or ove r z ea l ous mi s s i ona r i e s  t o  d e c la re 
tha t marriage c on tra c t ed out s id e  the church wa s i nva l id ! The 
pe op le , now w i sh ing to b e c ome Chri s t ia n s , c ou l d  not he l p  but 
f e e l gui l t y  a b out t he i r  na tura l ma rr ia ge s c on t ra c t ed a c c o rd ing 
to the ir  c us t om ( Lama rre 1 95 0 : 9 ) . More t ha n  the d e s t ruct i on 
of  a ny othe r pra ct i c e  among the pe op le , the d e s t r uc t i on of the 

cu s t oms a nd regula t ions d e pr ived the peo p l e  of  t he 
s e c ur i ty of  b e ing anchored in a cu l t ure whose  t rad i t i ona l  
va l ue s  gave them s u s t ena nce a nd s uppor t . The d i s ca rd i ng of 
ma ny p ra ct ice s whi ch by the i r  very na t u re we re not immora l ha s 
b rought a s e n s e  o f  l one l i ne s s  a nd cu l t ura l d i s p la c ement , a ri s ­
i ng f r om a l iena t ion f r om the t ra d it i ona l v i l lage cu l tu re on 
one hand a nd be i ng me re ly thrown int o a Chr i s t ia n i t y  c lothed 
in t he We s tern cu l t ure ( Ha s t i ng s  1 9 70 : 7 ) . 

The mi s s i ona r i e s  o f  d i f fe re nt na t iona l i t i e s  ( in c lud ing 
French , Germa n , Ame r ican a nd Aus t ra lian)  came wi t h  a d iver s i t y  
o f  menta l it i e s  and s o  the ir a pp roa ch t o  t he pe op l e  in tea ching 
t hem the Chr i s t ia n  re l ig i on va r ied . The s e  d i f f e r e nc e s s ome ­
t ime s s prea d  c on fu s i on i n  the mind s  o f  the p e o p l e . For  
i n s tance  i t  wa s r e c ord ed in t he a r ch ive s tha t  one  pri e s t  
' make s the p e o p l e  s tep l ive ly w i th the s ti ck ;  h i s  s ta t ion i s  

we l l  run . The p e o p l e  p ra y  a nd w i t h  much vigou r . He 
u s e s  h i s  eye s a nd voice  t o  g re a t  advan tage � when h i s  pe o p l e  
a re o u t  o f  s t e p , a l l  f or t he s e rv i c e  of  God ' . 1 O f  anothe r : 
' He i s  d oing we l l  a t  hi s s ta t ion bu t h i s  ma nner s  of  d ea l ing 

w i th na t iv e s  l e f t  much t o  be d e s i red . Wou ld he s uc ce e d ? T ime 
wi l l  t e l l . I n  a ny ca s e  i f  he had b e e n  a t  a ny othe r p la c e  h i s  
ca tho l ic s  wou ld have le f t  h i m  a n d  b e c ome pa ga n 1 2 Ye t a no th e r  
examp le :  ' I t i s  re c omme nd ed t ha t  t h e  na t ive cus t oms in the 
ma t t e r  o f  ma r r iage have not fa l len int o d is u s e  s o  b e f ore you 
b le s s  the � make s u re that the c ond i t i on s  f or ma rriage 
a re f u l f i l le d  a c c ord ing to na t ive cu l ture . , 3 The s e  three 
quot a t i on s  a r e  e xamp l e s  of  d iver s  of  me n ta  1 ba s e d  on 
na t i ona 1 

I t  wou ld b e  unfa i r  t o  b lame a l l  mi s s i ona r ie s  f o r  the d e s t ru c �  
t ion o f  t h e  cu l ture s o f  va rious pe ople  a mong whom they brought 
the Chr i s t ia n  re l i g i on . Yet ma ny ove r l ooked the na t u ra l ly g oo d  

P .  Be r t e t ,  2 De cemb e r  1 9 12 f i le 5 S S 2 0 8  AMF . 
2 

A .  Bino i s , , 1 9 3 8 , AMF . 
3 

Rev . M .  Boch , Epi s t o la e , Augus t 1 9 2 8 � AMF . 
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cus t oms o f  the va r i ous cu l t ure s in the ir d e s ire  t o  d e s  
a nd i n  i t s  p la ce Chri s t iani  Paga n i sm j u s t  
t o  b e  c lothed i n  the s e  c u l tu re s , s o  there wa s noth ing 

t o  d o  but  t o  d e s  the na t u ra l ly good c us t oms w it h  z ea l " 

Chr i b orrowe d  the We s t e rn cu l ture - the Roman 
c u l ture f or her d oc t r i ne o S i nce i t  wa s a 
v i s ib l e  s oc i e  i t  ha d t o  have v i s ib le s igns t hu s  the impo­
s i t i on o f  exte rna l r i t e s  a nd r i tua l s  To ma inta in the s e , 
loca l c u l t ure s ha d t o  be  s u f f oca ted o 

Whe n  the mi s s i ona r i e s  came t o  O c ea nia we r e  met b y  
t he ha r s h  c ond i t i ons  o f  na ture , h o t  a n d  humid c lima te , s ick-
ne s s  a nd s trange f ood s (O l iver 1 9 5 5 : 3 7 - 8 ) . d i e d  o f  
ma lar ia o r  o t he r  d eb i l i ta t ing d i s e a s e s  and the p e op l e  we re 
not a lways f r i end t owa rd s  s The m i s s i ona r ie s ' 
b lem howeve r 3  wa s the lack o f  und e r s tand i ng of  
t he l o ca l me nta l cus t oms a nd la ngua ge s .  A l t ho ugh s ome 
mi s s i onar i e s  t r i e d  t he i r  b e s t  t o  und e r s t and the loca l pe op l e  
ma ny came unp r e pared  t o  c o pe w i th a cu l ture s o  d i f fe r e nt . 
S ome la cked t he i n t e re s t  t o  d i s c ove r the fu l l  va l ue o f  t he 
l oca l c u l t ur e o Others  though t had noth ing t o  lea r n  f r om 
the l oca l pe o p l e . Becau s e  o f  s uch a tt i t ud e s  the mi s s i ona r ie s  
have s u c c e e d e d  in ke e ping thems e lve s impove r i s he d  regard ing 
t he s e  other c u l t u re s , happi ly kee p ing thems e lve s a lway s  on 
the of the p e op l e ' s  da i ly l i fe and cu l t ure s (Hi l l ia rd 
1 9 69 : 50) . 

Unt i l  Va t i ca n  I I  mi s s i o na r i e s had no way of  o r  
us t he ir i ni t ia t ive in d eve l op ing lo ca l c us t oms int o 
Chr i s t ia n  p ra c t ic e s o  Now t ha t  Va t i ca n  I I  ha s re l axed t he 
r i g id  l e ga l is t ic a t t i t ud e s  o f  the pa s t  centur i e s ,  the mi s s i on �  
a ri e s  a re l e f t  with i c a  o f  the pe op l e ' s  cus t oms , 
t he p e o p l e  have no p e r s ona l a nd cu l tura l va l ue s  and c a nnot f i t  
int o t h e  new wor ld e i the r i n  re or s o c ia l l i fe . l 

The pr ob lems r e la te d  t o  a re increa s ing and wi l l  
i nc rea s e  further und e r  the o f  a new c u l t ure s o  l it t le 
und e r s t ood the p e op le o The re is an increa s t e ndency 

award s f r e e  l ov e , prema r i ta l  re la t ions a nd i nc e s t uous s exua l 
uni on s  d ue t o  the breakdown o f  t he pe opl e ' s  exogamy 
( on 1 89 1 �  and t he c u s t om o f  b ro ther � s i s te r , 
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fa the r �mother r e la t i on s hip whi ch t hem ( Bur t on 1 93 0 : 
3 2 )  D ivorc e  ha s occurred in i s o la te d  ca s e s ; a b or t i on t oo 
ha s b e c ome c ommon . The fami ha s b e c ome a n  i nd e pendent 
e nt : the c oup l e  have b e c ome i s o la t e d  f r om thei r  c la ns me n :  
they n o  l onge r  f e e l r e s pons ib le t o  the i r  l ea d e r s  f o r  the 
s tab i l it y  o f  the i r  marriage s .  Chi ld re n born o f  the s e  new 
ma rr iage s no l onge r f e e l ob t o  know who the i r  kinsme n  
a re , exce pt t ho s e  nea re s t  t o  t hem e The o ld e r  gene ra t ion i s  
shocked a t  t h i s  a t t itude whi le the new gene ra t ion rema ins 
ignorant  a nd i nd i f f e r e nt o 

Pa rent s d o  not t ea ch the chi ld re n a nything , leav ing t he 
t a s k  t o  the s c hoo l s  wh i ch a re not e qu i pped t o  t ea ch wha t s hou l d  
b e  learned a t  home . The re i s  a gap b e twe en t he fami ly a nd the 
mi s s ion . The p e op l e  be l i eve tha t wha t had in t he pa s t  
wa s a l l  bad b e ca u s e  the chu r ch d id not re cogni s e  i t s  wor th � 
nor ca p i ta l i s e  on i t  by mer g i ng the i r  way o f  l i fe  with re l i ­
g i on . The i r  s e n s e  of  d ig n i t y  i s  gone . 

S o l o s  wea l t h  i s  not ma t e ria l wea l th . The mos t v ita l thing s 
t o  the S ol os a re hi s t ra d i t i on s , h i s  cu l ture , the opinion o f  
h i s  c la n s me n , b ro therhood , t ol e ra nc e , a nd b e i ng a ccepted  i n  
t he c lo s ekni t  g r oup . The s e  a re h i s  r i ch e s  (Montauban a nd 
O ' Re i l ly 1 95 8 � 3 8 ) . De s t r oy or und e rmine the s e , a nd he i s  
le f t  i n  a va cuum wi th n o  s e ns e o f  be l onging a nywhere  ( O l iver 
1 9 5 5 : 23 1 ) . The  s ub t le d e s t ru c t i on of  t he i nne r ma n lead s  to  
a mul t i t ud e  o f  cu l t u ra l i l lne s s e s  tha t  furthe r  prob lems 
i n  t he i r  wake " 

The re i s  n o  s t rong s en s e  o f  a Chr i s t ia n  c ommuni t y  or v i l la ge 
uni t y  (Tippe t t  1 9 6 7  1 74) . Lea d e r s  a re not a cknowl edged , the 
c ounc i l lo r  as the ive o f  the g overnme nt i s  mer e l y  
t o l e ra t ed ; the p e op le f e e l have had t oo ma ny ' ru le r s ' 
t e l l ing them wha t t o  d o  a nd a re c onfus e d  a s  they g e t  no-
whe re . Be s id e s  i n  re l ig i on rea l i s e  t he re a re a ha l f  a 
d o z e n  d e nomina t i on s  a l l t o  b e  t he t r ue r e l ig i on 
(Tippe t t  1 9 6 7 : 3 3 8 ) " To churc h  a nd g overnme nt , whi ch c la im 
r u l e  ove r the m ,  th e y  have t o  pay obe d ience  (Tippe t t  1 9 6 7 : 2 1 2 ) . 
Thus s e rv i c e  once r e nd e re d  only t o  t he c la n  mus t  b e  g iven t o  
the s e  two ins t it ut i on s  a s  we l l  a s  t o  priva t e  Euro pea ns  in 
p lantat i on s  ( O l iv e r  1 9 5 5 : 23 1 ) . The i r  ma rr ia g e  cus t oms have 
been  over lo oked a nd aband oned a nd c hu rc h  r e gu la t i on s  a nd 
g overnme nt ma rria ge o rd i nance s have b ee n  impos ed ins t e a d . 1 

The mi s s i on impo s e d  the Roma n cus  in 
t he c od e  o f  canon law , as  though d iv i ne d i c t a t e d  c e remon ie s , 
a nd the g ove rnment imp o s e d  We s te rn regu la t i on s  (Hi l lma n  1 9 70 : 3 1 ) 0 

F .  Wa che 3 Epi s t o la e 3 9 Ma y  1 9 3 0 , AMF " 
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Both a dvoca t e  ma rr iage s ini t ia te d  by f r e e  choi c e . One o f  
the s e  two a u thor it i e s  exc lud e s  d ivorc e , whi le t he othe r a l l ows 
d ivorce  in  mos t  ca s e s . The mora l laws a nd ru l e s  of  l i fe are 
read to the p e o p l e  out of mora l b ooks wri t t en by We s t er ne r s ; 
the laws o f  t he s ta t e  o f  g overnme nt a re b a s ed e i ther on Roman 
or Eng l i s h  laws . 

Chr i s t ia n i ty shou ld  have u t i l i s e d  the t riba l s y s t em t o  i t s  
advantage s o  tha t the t rans it i on t o  the mod e rn wor l d  wou ld not 
have a f f e c t ed t he ma rr iage c us t oms t o  the ext ent tha t i t  d id ,  
e s pe c ia l ly the change t o  a pat e rna l i s t i c  t r e nd a nd t he ins is t ­
e nce o n  t he fa t he r ' s  la s t  name . S uch int e g ra t i on c erta i nly 
would have h e l pe d  prod uce a more e nl igh t e ne d  and  meaning fu l  
re l ig ion . 

The s e  a re bu t a few of  the many p r ob lems in  the mind s of  
the  bewi ldered  S o l o s  who f ind thems e lve s s t ra ngers  to  t hem­
s e lve s , the i r  men ta l it y , the ir way of l i fe t ha t once mad e  
them p roud of  the i r  worth a nd i nhe r i tance  (Montaub a n  a nd 
O ' Re i l ly 1 95 8 : 40) . The world i s  pa s s i ng t hem by , a wor ld 
they know nothing ab out and no one b oth e r s  t o  exp la in i t  t o  
t he m .  

The educa t or s  know t oo we l l  tha t i n  ord e r  t o  e ra d i ca t e t he 
me nta l i t y , they mus t  c once nt ra t e  on e duca t ing the young a nd 
leave the e ld e r ly a lone ; b ut thi s i s  a mi s take . One ha s t o  
b e  i n  the i r  s it ua t ion t o  rea l i s e  t he s en s e  o f  los s the s e  pe op le 
f e e l to hear t he i r  lame nt � ' gone i s  our wor ld we onc e k new , 
the s imp l e  l i fe , t he f r ie nd s , the s oc ia l  dance s , the hos p i ta ­
l i t y . Now is  t he chi ldren ' s  wor l d  ru led  b y  the mi s s iona r i e s  
and t he t e a ch e rs . There i s  noth i ng l e f t  f or u s  t o  wa i t  
f or dea t h ' (Fox 1 9 24 � 3 14 ) . Tho s e  o ld f o lk have s ubmi t t ed t o  
the mi s s i on a nd g ove r nme nt o f f i c ia l s  who o f t e n  a ccus e  t hem of  
la z i ne s s , i r re s p ons ibi l i ty a nd immora l it y . Ye t thi s s e emi ng ly 
irr e s pons ib l e  a t t it ud e  came as a r e s u l t  of  a genera l take - over 
and wha t a ppear s  t o  be  la z ine s s  i s  not  tha t at  a l l  (Murray 
1 9 25 : 4 7 - 8) . The peop l e  rea l ly do not know wha t is expe c te d  
o f  them o ther than ob s e rv ing t h e  c ommandmen t s  a nd b e ing s up ­
p or te d . Fur thermore , Chr i s t iani t y  came a nd led  t h e  pe op l e  by 
the hand - mad e  the i r  d e c i s i ons f or t hem by tak ing the l e a d i ng 
pa rt a s  s up e r i or b e ings , showi ng t hem what t o  d o , making them 
depend e nt s o l e ly o n  t hem , e l imina t i ng the .s e n s e  of f orming 
t he i r  own p rope r c ons c ie nce s . I t  i s  a n  u nhappy inhe r itance  
of the  pa s t ; the t ra gedy of  i t  a l l i s  tha t t he d e f e c t  wa s seen  
in t he pa s t  a nd wa s neve r corr e c t e d  ( Tip pe t t  1 9 6 7 : 9 1) . 

Ma r r iage , which wa s once the concern of  t he pa r e nt s a nd 
re la t ive s , a nd whi ch ha s b e e n  t a ken away by import e d  pra ct i c e s  
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t o  b e  l e f t  i n  the ha nd s of the pa r t ne r s  a lone , mus t  a ga in be 
mad e  the c on c e rn of the pa rent s .  Wh i le the b oy or g i r l choo s e s  
h i s  or h e r  pa rtne r , h e  o r  she shou ld  l e t  the pa re nt s f e e l they 
s t i l l  have a pa rt  i n  the choi c e  as i n  the o ld day s . Le t the 
p ra c t i ce of the b r id ewea l t h  ( s e t  a minimum) b e  k ep t  as  a 
s ig ni f i cant pa r t  o f  the ma rriage ceremony , introd uc ing i n t o  
the c e remony s ome o f  t h e  cus t oms whi ch remind t he p e o p l e  of  
t he s pe c ia l  s ta t u s  of ma rriage thr ough the b r i d ewea l th . In­
s t ea d  o f  a r ing on t he g i rl ' s  f inge r , na t ive money c o uld be  
put  a r ound b oth pe r s ons ; thi s wi l l  remi nd t hem of t he un it i ng 
fa c t or in t he ir ma rriage . The p ro pe r s upport a nd uni ty in 
ma rr iage is  s igni f i ed not b y  h o ld ing the l i t t l e  f i ng e r  b ut by 
emb ra c ing t he who l e  p e r s on . Furth e rmor e , fami ly l i fe at home 
f or the S o los  i s  not expre s s e d  by a ring but by s ha r ing a 
mea l . The r e  i s  no rea s on why Chr i s t ia n  ma r r ia ge c ou ld not b e  
car r ied o u t  a c cord ing t o  t he o l d  t ra d i t i on s  a nd c eremoni e s .  
The Chur ch in the p e rs on o f  the prie s t  a tt end s the S o l o s  
c e remony a nd a t  t h e  p rope r t ime b le s s e s  t h e  ma rria ge and 
admini s t e r s  the Ho l y  Euchar i s t . Mea nwhi l e , as of  old , the 
e ld e r  pre s id e s t o  rend e r  advice  on the na ture o f  ma r r iage in 
t he ir  l ive s as  So l o s . The p ri e s t  t he n  c ou l d  c on c l ud e , by 
b r i e f ly p o in t ing out  the  s a c rame nta l a s pe c t  o f  thi s uni on . 
Ma r r ia g e  i s  t o  b e  l ived in rea l  l i fe , not  t o  b e  t hought of 
s imp ly as a s a c rament , a the o l og ica l ab s t ra ct . The a t ta i n­
ment of pe r f e c t ion in ma rr iage can be r e a ched on l y  by mutua l 
s e rv i c e  o f  the husband f or the wi fe  a nd the w i f e  f or the 
husba nd ( Su l l iva n 1 9 64 : 142 ) . Thi s  can only b e  po s s i b le i f  
the c once p t  of  the ins t i t ut i on of  mar r ia ge i s  c l. ea r  a nd w i thi n 
the s phe r e  of t he p e op l e ' s  und e rs tand i ng a nd men ta l i ty . 

Le t the chi ld ren a s  of  o ld , be  t a ught the i r  own c us t oms 
a nd way s , thing s whi ch c oncern  the i r  imme d ia te eve ryday l ife . 
How ma ny o f  the g ir ls o f  t oday g o  t o  t he gardens  wi th the ir  
mothe r s  to  l e a rn how t o  p lant  a nd work a nd take intere s t  in  
the hou s eho ld a f fa ir s  a s  be f or e ? How many b oys  go with t he ir  
fa the r s  t o  l e a rn how to  f i s h , hunt , make bows a nd a rrow s  
ca no e s  a nd how t o  b ui ld  a hou s e , a nd t o  work i n  genera l ?  The 
obe d i en c e  onc e  owed the pa rents  is rare now b e cau s e  t he chi ld ­
ren mus t  b e  kept a t  t he mi s s i on s ta t i on t o  d o  what the 
mi s s i ona r ie s  a nd t e a c he r s  t e l l  t hem Up to s ix yea rs of a g e  
t he par e n t s  have c on t r o l  of  t he i r  chi ld ren ; the n t he y  l o s e  
t h e m  t o  the mi s s ion .  T o o  o f t e n  pa r e nt s a re b lame d  f o r  n o t  
tea c h ing or f or n o t  hav ing c on t r o l  ove r t he i r  ch i ldren b u t  
the s e  chi l d re n  a re kept a t  t h e  s choo l  a l l  day wh i le the pa ren t s  
work i n  t he ir ga rdens  o r  p la nta t ion s . I n  rea l i ty the mis s ion­
a ri e s a re t he one s re s p ons ib le for the se  chi l d re n . B e ca u s e  
o f  this , the chi ldren d o  not s hare  i n  t he r e s p ons ib i l i t i e s of  
t he fami ly as  o f  o ld . When t hey gr ow u p  many leave f or � tud i e s  
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e ls ewher e . A gap then l i e s  b e twee n  the Church a nd the fami ly 
a nd the p e op l e  d o  n ot k now how to b ri dge I have s t rive n  
he re t o  sugge s t  c e r ta in po l i c ie s f or the i ns t ruc t i on of  ma r r iage 
and the  fami ly i n  thi s c on f u s i ng t ime of  t ra ns i t i on . 

When a na t i on come s t o  s e l f - rea l i sa t ion t he r e  i s  a lways  a 
rea c t i on a ga in s t  t he pa rent na t ion u nd e r  whi ch i t  ha s been a 
c o lony b oth i n  gove rnme nt a nd re l i g i on . The int ens i t y  o f  the 
l o ca l rea c t i on depend s  on how the p eop le have been trea t e d  by 
the c o l on i s e r s . The t ime of  ' awar e ne s s ' , of  ' s e l fhood ' ,  un­
f ortuna t e ly is a · t ime o f  rememb ra nc e s of  the mi s take s  o f  the 
c o lon i s e rs . 

Oceania , happ i ly ,  d id not r e ce ive t he bad t re a tme n t  of  
s ome of  t he other c o lon i s e d  c o untr i e s ,  s uch as  the  A fr i can 
c ountri e s .  Pa pua New Gui nea a nd the S o l omon s  can only re ca l l  
t he brut a l murde r s  a nd d i s ru p t i on o f  many fami l i e s  by the 
f i rs t exp l or e r s  and l a t e r  by the b la ck - b i rd e r s  of the n ine ­
t e e nt h  century ( F ox 1 9 2 4 : 24) . A f e e l ing of r e s entmen t , when 
it c ome s , wi l l  b e  ba s ed on the fa c t  t ha t  the peop le ' s  c us t oms 
have b e en mer c i le s s ly d i s rega rded and d is ca rded  by the whi te 
men . As  more Pa c i f ic I s la nd e r s  l ea rn t o  read the nove l s  a nd 
a nthropo log i ca l  b ooks wr i t ten about the ir  p e o p l e  - in mos t  
ca s e s  i n  a n  ove r - exaggera t e d  way o r  g iv i ng on ly ha l f - t ruths -
then t ha t  f e e l ing o f  re s e ntment t owa rd s t he i r  s o� ca l l e d  
c iv i l i s e rs w i l l  i ncrea s e . Thi s i s  a n  i nevi tab l e  rea c t ion . 

A l l  t ha t  ha s b e e n  sa id i n  t h i s  s tudy i s  not  mea nt me re ly 
as a s mea r on the undoub t e d  a ch i evement s o f  mis s i ona ry worke r s . 
The S o l o s  p e o p l e  owe wha t they have t oday - t he Chr is t ia n  
re l i g i on , educa t i on ,  med i ca l c a r e  a n d  s o  on - t o  t he s e  p e op le 
a nd t o  the g ove rnme nt who put a n  e nd t o  t r iba l wa r s  a nd brought 
law and ord e r . Nor we re the p rob lems they c rea ted the re s u l t s  
of  d ir e c t  o r  intent iona l d e s t ru c t i on o f  t he cu s toms ; ra the r 
t hey we re the unha ppy re s ul t s o f  t ime a nd c ir cums tance s and 
the gene ra l a t t i t ud e  of  the  Church t owa r d s  pagan land s  a nd 
her eva l ua t i on o f  d o c t r ine s rega rd ing fa i t h  and mora l s . One 
t hi ng is c lea r :  the S o l o s  cannot go back t o  t he i r  o ld c us t oms . 
The prob l ems , i f  t hey a re t o  be s o lved , have t o  b e  s o lved in 
t e rms of t oday ' s  t ime , e nv i ronmen t  a nd t ho ught . They have t o  
b e  s o lved i n  t e rms o f  the pre s ent and with f ore s i ght f or the 
fu ture , by tho s e  who have a f e e l ing f or the pa s t  way of l i fe . 
I n  t he e nd a n  i nd igenou s  church , upon wh i ch Chr i s t ia n  fa i t h  i s  
g ra f t e d  a nd mod i f ie d  b y  Me lane s ia n  b e l i e f s , may we l l  g i ve i t s  
Me lane s ia n  c ommunica nt s a grea t e r  s ens e o f  the i r  own mora l a nd 
s p ir i tua l re s ource s t ha n  of  t he e ff o r t s  o f  o ut s id e  c u l t u re s . 
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Append ix 

t r ib e  
b lo od re la t iv e s  
t o t em re la t ions 
re la t ions on l i neage  s id e , mothe r ' s  
s id e  
re la t i on s  o n  the fa t he r ' s  s id e  
r e la t ions by a f fi ni t y  

= g ra nd fa the r o r  g ra ndmo t he r  
g ra nd s on o r  gra nd daught e r  
fathe r  
mot he r 
ch i ld 
s on 

= daughter  
b roth e r  or f ir s t  c ous in ) b oy t o  boy 
s i s t e r  or f ir s t c ous in ( g i r l  to g i r l  

) b o y  to  g i r l  
( g ir l  t o  b oy 

unc l e  
a unt 
nephew or nie ce 
c ou s ins 

( a )  re la t i onship  be twe en g ra nd fa thers 
a nd g randmothe r s  o f  the partners  
i n  ma r r ia g e  

( b )  re la t ion sh i p  b e twee n  t h e  pa rent s 
o f  b oth pa rt ie s in  a mar r ia g e  
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(a ) re l a t i on b e twe e n  the hus ba nd a nd 
the s of  the woma n  

(b ) re l a t i o n  b e twe e n  t he unc l e  o f  a 
woman a nd her husband 
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(a ) r e la t i on b e tween the wife  a nd the 
of the man 

( b )  re la t i on b e tween the unc le a nd 
a unt o f  the ma n a nd hi s wi f e  

b r o ther- in- law 
s i s te r= in- law 
r e lat i on of the man a nd the f ir s t 
c ou s i n s  o f  hi s fa t he r- in- law a nd 
mothe r=  in- law 
re lat i on o f  the man with the s e c ond 
c ou s in b ro the r s  of h i s  wi fe  
r e la t i on of  the  w i fe w i t h  the  s e c ond 
c ou s in b rothers  of he r husb a nd . 
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J .  Pouwer , J .W .  S choor l ,  and J .  Vers chueren , Decemb er 1 9 7 0  

The S itum and Gobari Ex-servicemen ' s  S e t t lements by A .  Ploeg , 
January 19 7 1  

Land Tenure and Economic Development : P roblems and Poli cies 
in New Guinea and Kenya : P ap ers by S .  Rowton S impson , 
R . L .  Hide , A . M. Healy , and J .K .  Kinyanj ui , March 1 9 7 1  

Would-be Entrepreneurs ? A S tudy of Motivation in New Guinea 
by Ruth S .  Finney , May 1 9 7 1  

Population Growth and S o cio-economic Change : Pap ers from 
the S econd Demography S eminar , Port Moresby 1 9 70 ,  S ep t ember 
1 9 7 1  
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Langand r owa and H ' b uke , C orpor a t e  Indi genous P l an t a t ions by 
A .M .  McGregor , D e c embe r  1 9 7 1 

B u s ines s and C ar g o :  S oc io -e c onomic C hange among the Nas i o i  o f  
Bougainv i l le by E .  O gan , 1 9 7 2  

Leadership and S oc io - e c onomic C h ange in S inas ina by S ac h i ko 
H a t anaka , 1 9 7 2  

Me l ane s i ans ' C h o i c e :  T adh imbok.o P ar t i c ipa t i on i n  the S o lomon 
I s lands C as h  E conomy by I . Q .  Las aqa , 1 9 7 2  

O f f i c i a l  and Uno f f i c i a l  C o ur t s : Legal As s ump t i ons and 
E xpe c t a t ions in a H i gh l ands C ommuni ty by Mari lyn S tr a thern , 
1 9 7 2  

F r e i ght Forwarding in t h e  Aus t r a l i a -Papua New Guinea T rade 
by P . J .  Rinnner , 1 9 7 2  

Hos kins Deve lopme n t : t h e  R o l e  o f  O i l  P a lm and T imbe r  - P ap e r s  
b y  J . P .  Longayroux , T .  F l eming , A P l oe g , R . T .  S hand and 
W . F . S t raatmans , and W ,  Jonas , 1 9 7 3  

T h e  Land T i t le s  C ommi s s i on in C h imb u :  a n  Analys i s  o f  C o l oni a l  
Land Law and P rac t ic e , 1 9 3 3 - 68 , by R .  H i de , 1 9 7 3  

C ons t i t u t i onal Deve lopme n t  in Papua New Gui nea , 1 9 68 -7 3 :  the 
T rans fer of E xecut ive Powe r , by P . J .  B ayne and H . K .  C o l eb a tc h , 
1 9 7 3  

C h imbu F ami ly Re l a t i on s h i p s  in Por t More s b y , by J .  Wh i teman , 
1 9 7 3  

Money , Mo t iv a t ion and C as h  C r opp ing , by T . K .  Moul i k , 1 9 7 3  

Trans i t i on from S ub s i s tenc e :  C a s h  C rop Deve l opment i n  P apua 
New Guinea , by R . T . Shand and W .  S tr a a tmans , 1 9 7 4  

Ma t r i l iny and Moderni s a t ion : t h e  Nagov i s i  of S outh B ougai n ­
v i l l e , by J i l l  Nash , 1 9 7 4  

For e i gn E conomic Rel a t i ons o f  P apua New Guinea , Ross Garnaut 
( e d . ) , 19 7 4  

Tradi tional Mar r iage and the Imp a ct o f  Chri s t i an i ty on the 
S olos of Buka Island , by A . H . S ar e i , 1 9 7 4  

T h e  above bul le t ins a r e  ava i lab le a t  $ 2 . 00 e a c h  from t h e  A . N . U .  P r e s s , 
The Aus t ra l i an N a t i on a l  Univer s i t y , P . O .  B ox 4 ,  C anbe rr a , A . C . T . , 2 600 , 
Aus t r a l i a , and the New Guinea Res earch Uni t , The Aus t r a l i an Na t iona l Unive rs i t y , 
P . O .  B ox 1 2 3 8 , B or oko , P ap ua New Guinea . 

An annua l payme n t  o f  $ 1 0 . 00 ent i t le s  the s ub s c r ib e r  t o  a l l  bul l e t ins i s s ued 
in the year . 






