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Personal finance commitments for November 1991 totalled 
$1,647.8 million, a decrease of $38.7 million (2.3%) on 
October 1991 and a decrease of $64.0 million (3.7%) on 
November 1990. It should be noted, however, that October 
1991 was a five week reporting period for some banks 
whereas November 1991 was a four week reporting pericxl.

t While fixed loan commitments recorded a decrease of $92.0 
million (8.5%), new commitments under revolving credit 
facilities offset this to some extent with an Increase of $53.2 
million (8.9%),

Each type of financial institution recorded a decrease in Tixed 
loan commitments in November 1991 compared with

October 1991. Banks were down $71.3 million (12.2%), 
credit unions $1.0 million (0.5%), finance companies $13.7 
million (5.6%) and other lenders $5.9 million (12.5%). In 
addition, decreases in fixed personal finance commitments 
for November 1991 were spread across all purpose of loan 
classifications with the exception of the ‘household and 
personal goods’ category which recorded the same result as 
in October 1991.

Total credit limits under revolving credit facilities at the end 
of November 1991 amounted to $28,525.0 million of which 
46.8% was used.

INQUIRIES • for furiher information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics, contact Mr Mark Dennis on Canberra (06) 252 7129 or any ABS 
Slate office.

• for irformation about other ABS statistics and services please refer to the back page of this 
publication.



Purpose of commitment 
by type of facility

Commitments under fixed loan facilities — 
Purchase erf —

Motor cars and station wagons 
New
Used

Other motor vehicles
.Motor cycles, etc
Boats, caravans and trailers
Individual residential blocks of land 
Household and personal goods

Owner-occupied housing (unsecured) — 
Purchase and construction of dwellings 
Alterations and additions to dwcllings(a)

Travel and holidays 
Debt consolidation 
Refinancing 
Other

Total fixed loan commitment.^

TABLE I — PERSONAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS — NOVEMBER 1991 
($ million)

Type of Under

All banks Credit co-operatives
AUSTRAIJA__________

Finance companies Others Total

Commitments under revolving credit facilitics(b) — 
New and increased credit limits

Secured
Unsecured

Total revolving credit commitmenL'!

Total personal finance c<»mniitmvnts

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

30.1
85.8
7.8
3.3
7.9

38.1
17.1

19.3
46.9

1.5
2.8
6.2
9.6

59.7
102.7 

lO.l
1.2
3.1
0.5
6.9

14.2 
16.5
0.1 
0.1 
0.2 
0.1
3.4

123.4
252.0

19.2
6.2

14.0
45.0
37.0

3.5
9.0
7.0

48.9
134.9
121.9

5152

216.0
300.9

516.9

1,032.1

STATES

4.3
16.1
7.2

31.7
13.0
48.1

3.6
0.8
2.5
5.8

13.6
21.3

1.2 
0.2
1.7 
2.2
1.3

11.4
27.1
16.9
88.1

163.7
192.5

208.0 231.9 4JJ 996.4

1.7
8.8

103

2183

9.1
93.2

9.4
12.3

236.2
415.2

1023

334.1

21.7

63.0

651.3

i,647.3

353.9
261.4
185.3
77.0

110.6
17.2
11.2
15.7

96.6
30.8
32.8
22.7
16.1
9.1
3.7
6.7

89.6
65.7
94.1
24.3
49.7

4.0
1.9
4.8

42.2 
11.2
4.3
3.1
1.3 
0.4 
0.1 
0.4

582.2
369.1
316.5
127.0
177.6
30.8
17.0
27.6

(«) Includes commiimenis lo refinance loans where ihc principal purpose is for alicraiions and/or additions to dwellings, (b) Includes credit card faciliucs.



New
Motor cars and station wagons

Number $ m

TABLE 2 — PERSONAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS — ALL LENDERS

Cofnmitmenis under fixed loan facHuus for •

Used

Number $ m

Purchase of 
Motor 
cycles, 

etc

Other 
motor 

vehicles 
$ m

Total 
melar 

vehicles 
$m

Boals, 
caravans

Individual

and trailers blocks of land

Owner-occupied housing 
(unsecured)

Household Purchase and Alterations and
residential and personal construction of additions to

goods 
$ m

dwellings dwel!tngs(a)
Jm i m

YEARS 
1988-1989 
1989-1990 
1990-1991 
1990
Scpicmber 
October 
November 
December 
1991 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
Scpicmber 
October 
November

fiiVSTRAUA

107,880
113,263
105,104

1,630.0
1,802.4
1,597.5

478,794
489,757
415,004

3,722.9
4,025.4
3,420.8

86.1
84.2
80.2

326.3
353.4
278.0

5,765.4
6,265.4
5,376.4

262.3
220.9
168.9

980.8
615.4
481.3

483.4
446.3
426.0

247.5
196.7
156.4

367.6
339.2
321.8

9.450
10.554
9,622
7,744

144.6
157.5
146.3
119.9

36,437
39,475
35,068
27,308

303.5
325.1
282.7
229.2

8.1
8.9
7.9
6.5

25.8
28.7
26.8
18.0

481.9 
5202 
463.7 
373.6

13.3
16.6
15.4
12.4

39.3
42.6
42.1
32.4

33.8
39.9
38.4
31.7

13.7
14.2
14,8
10.4

31.4
29.4
29.7
25.7

NSW 
Vic.
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tas.
NT 
ACT

NSW 
Vic. 
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tas. 
NT 
ACT

7,784 
7,639 
7,907 
7,912 
8.105 
7.177 
8.582
7,969 
7,337 
8,231 
8.118

2.982
1,884
1,455

539 
882
182
80

227

3,188 
1,813 
1,259

483 
870 
226
71

208

116.3
112.1
120.7
119.0
122.9
109.0
132.7
121.5
112.0
124.7
123.4

44.8
28.8
22.7

9.0
13.8

1.5
1.1
3.1

46.9 
28.6 
20.1

8.2
14.7

1.5 
0.9
2.5

33,251
32,683
31,500
31,115
34,798
30,062
35,776
32,540
30,553
32,373
29,852

10,085 
6,998 
6,139 
3,229 
4,038 
1,177

292 
415

9,500
6,405
5,643
2,855
3,718
1,119

244
368

275.5
266.1
257.5
259.3
287.7
251.5
307.8
270.5
257.5
278.8
252.0

88.1
62.6
52.0
27.6 
34.8
7.7 
2.4
3.5

81.1
55.2
47.8
22.9
32.6
7.2
2.2
3.1

6.9
6.4
6.0
5.6
5.8
4.7
5.9
5.4
6.2
6.8
6.2

20.2 
19.4 
18.5
18.1 
21.7 
18.7
23.0 
19.4 
18.5
21.4 
19.2

4190 
403.9 
402.7 
402.0
438.1
383.9
469.4 
4160
3942 
431.7 
400.7

14.6
15.5
14.2
12.1
13.7
10.8
12.7
10.9
12.9
15.7
14.0

36.1
36.3
38.0
36.9
50.8
41.0
56.6
51.0
47.4
55.5
45.0

34.0
33.8
36.3
32.9
39.6
35.7
39.8
34.6
34.3
37.0
37.0

12.0
12.1
10.8
10.7
13.5
14.1
11.1
10.5
10.3
14.3
11.4

26.4
25.5
26.8
26.5
27.1
22.4
24.4
22.1
22.8
27.7
27.1

STATES — OCTOBER 1991

2.0 
1.7
1.3
0.6 
0.8
0.3
0.1
0.2

8.1
3.5
4.4
1.4
3.4
0.4
0.1
0.1

143.1
96.6 
803
38.6
52.7

9.8 
3.6
6.8

4.2
2.6
4.0
1.3
2.7 
0.6
0.3 
O.I

12.8
16.2
15.9
3.0

1.6
1.2
0.5

11.1
7.8
6.0
3.3
6.8
1.1
0.3
0.7

5.5
2.8 
2.1 
0.6
2.0 
1.3

0.1

11.8
3.9 
5.5
1.5
3.1
1.2 
O.I 
0.5

STATES — NOVEMBER 1991

1.8
1.7
1.2
0.5
0.6
0.2
0.1
0.1

6.2
3.1
4.9
1.4
3.0
0.2
0.1
0.2

136/)
88.6
74/)
33.0
50.9

9.1
33
5.9

4.0 
2.5
4.1 
0.9 
1.7 
0.5
0.1 
0.2

9.2
11.9
15.3
3.1
3.2
1.0
0.8
0.6

12.5
6.9
6.1
3.4
5.9
1.2
0.3
0.7

3.8
2.4
2.0
0.7
1.4
0.9

0.2

11.0
4.4
5.4
1.2
3.3
1.2
0.1
0.5

(a) Includes commitments to refinance Ioans where the principal purpose is for alterations and/or additions to dwellings.
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TABLE 2 — PERSONAL FINANCE COMMITMENTS — ALL LENDERS-<on2ini^d 
($ million)

Commiimenis under fixed loanfacUiiies for (coni.) ■

Debt
holidays consolidation Refinancing Other

Total 
fixedloan 

commitments 
during period

Nch' and increased credit 
limits during period

Commiimenls under revolving credit faciliiies(a)

Secured (b) Unsecured (b) Total (b)

Cancellations
and reductions of Credit limits at end of period

credit limits 
during period Total Used

Total fixed 
loansand 
revolving 

credit 
commitments

YEARS 
1988-1989 
1989-1990 
1990-1991 
1990
September 
October 
November 
December 
1991 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May

July 
August 
September 
October 
November

AUSTRALIA

266.9
237.4
216.4

991.0
861.5
976.7

1,031.8
1,278.1
1,637.9

3.915.6
3,300.8
2,860.8

J4J12.}
J3,761jS
12.622.6

8,541.6
1.619.5

8,107.1
85:1.6
7,6195

5,232.1
6,107.3
7,042.2

24,492.2
26,871.3
28,094.8

10,944.0
12313.9
13,172.0

22,4193
223094
20342.1

17.6
19.5
18.8
15.4

76.7
82.4
84.6
64.2

124.5
141.8
125.0
109.7

245.8
242.8
236.4
205.2

lf)780 
1,149.4 
1,068.7

880.7

685.5
6353
643.2
542.6

685.5
635.5 
6432
542.6

411.2
556.1
845.6
510.2

27311.1
27,610.5
27,414.3
27,467.1

12.490.3
12,629.6
12391.6
12,656.1

1,763.5
1,784.9

1,4233

NSW 
Vic.
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tas. 
NT 
ACT

Vic. 
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tas. 
NT 
ACT

14.9
14.2
17.2
17.0
20.5
17.5
19.6
16.5
16.8
17.9
16.9

71.7
76.2
82.3
82.2

103.0
99.4

109.0
88.0
75.4
89.6
88.1

120.3
115.4
123.1
136.4
187.3
181.8
236.5
164.6
144.1
185.7
163.7

2\4.5
213.2
214.5
214.9
260.0
282.6
287.3
204.7
182.8
213.2
192.5

963.6
946.1
9660
9715

1,1535
1,0892
1266.4
1,019.7

9410
1,088.4

996.4

543.2
498.6
508.0
618.6
733.5
666.7
220.3
209.8
217.7
235.8
236.2

423.5
427.2
460.3
362,4
415.2

5432 
498.6
508.0 
618.6
733.5 
666.7
643.9 
637.1
678.1
598.1 
6513

454.0
437.7
593.5
466.8

1,006.9
504.3
531.2
508.0
456.6
461.7
598.7

27,631.1 
27,700.5
27,632.3
27,793.9
27,920.7 
28,094.8 
28347.9
28,035.1
28374.0 
28.464.5 
28325.0

12,856.8
12,759.7
12,750.3
12,856.2
13,097.5
13,1710
12,911.3
12,994.3
12,972.1
13,061.1
13336.9

1,5063 
1,444.7 
1,4741) 
1,5903 
1,887.1 
1,7553 
1,9103 
1,6563 
1,619D
1,6863 
1,6473

STATES — OCTOBER 1991

7.4
3.3
2.4

2.2
0.5
0.2
0.4

31.0
18.7
17.1
6.7

12.1
1.5
0.4
2.0

69.4
58.8
25.1

9.3
14.7
3.8
1.6
3.0

74.8
48.7
48.8
14.3
15.3
4.2
1.6
5-5

3710
259.4
2075

79.9
116.1
25.6

92
19.7

90.5
53.3
43.9
19.6
19.2
2.9 
1.0
5.3

137.9
76.7
76.4
25.3
31.2
4.2
5.3
5.4

228.4
130.0
120.4

50.4
7.0
63

10.7

\61.8
125.4
86.8
29.6
37.1

3.9
4.9
6.3

11,871.9 
6,9093
4354.5
2,046.2
2,169.1

412.5
147.6
553.6

5,474.0
3,404.7
1,973.8

895.7
864.9
144.8
58.9

244.4

599.4 
3893 
3273 
1243 
1663
32.7 
153 
304

STATES — NOVEMBER 1991

6.9
3.3
2.4
1.5
1.8 
0.4 
0.2 
0.4

30.0
17.1
18.9
6.6

12.0
1.4 
0.7
1.4

64.8
46.9
20.9

8.2
15.9
3.5 
l.I
2.5

69.7
43.1
38.5
12.6
16.4
4.0
2.2
6.1

347.7 
2270 
1875

712 
112.4
233 

8.9
18.4

84.9
57.0
40.2
24.7
21.1

2.0
1.6
4.9

149.7
85.1
88.8
31.1
44.2
5.6
6.5
4.3

234.5
142.1
129.0
55.8
65.3

7.5
8.0
9.2

225.4
123.6
100.4
63.4
71.0
4.0
4.4
6.7

11,8835
6,915.9
4383.1
2,038.8
2,163.4

432.9
151.2
556.3

5,601.1
3317.0
1,988.3

903.5
860.1
161.5
60.1

245.3

5821 
369.1 
3163 
127X> 
1773
303 
173
115

(a) Includes credh card facililics. (b) Secured and unsecured creditlimiu arena availablescparaiely forpcnodipriorlo July 1991.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
This publication presents statistics of personal 

finance commitments made by significant lenders to in­
dividuals for their own personal (non-business) use. For 
detailed information on the scope and coverage of these 
statistics and definitions of data items refer to the January 
1990 issue of this publication.

Total credit limits at end of period

Statistical period
While the statistics arc described as being for

6. In principle, total credit limits at the end of period 
for revolving credit presented in Table 2 are derivable by 
adding new and increased lending commitments during 
the period less cancellations and reductions of credit limits 
during the period to the balance of credit limits at the end 
of the previous period. In practice, however, revisions and 
other adjustments such as the transfer of an existing fixed 
credit facility to a revolving credit facility may mean that

6.

2.
such a derivation is inexact.

calendar months, it should be noted that:

(i) in the case of some of the larger banks, the data 
relate to a month ending on the last Wednes­
day; and

(ii) in the case of other lenders, some have account­
ing periods which do not correspond exactly to 
a calendar month and their figures are used 
without adjustment.

Related publications
Users may also wish to refer to the following7.

Unpublished data
3. More detailed classifications of the data in this 
publication may be made available on request. Generally 
a charge is made for providing this information. Inquiries 
should be made to the officer identified for phone 
inquiries at the front of this publication or by writing to 
Private Finance Section, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen, 
ACT 2616.

publications which arc available on request:

Lease Finance, Australia (5644.0)—issued monthly

Commercial Finance, Australia (5643.0) issued monthly

Housing Finance for Owner Occupation, Australia 
(5609.0)—issued monthly

Symbols and other usages
— nil or rounded to zero

______ break in continuity of scries (where a line is 
drawn between two consecutive figures in 
the same column, or alongside two or more 
figures in consecutive columns)

Revisions

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.
8.

Revisions to previously published statistics 
included in issues of this publication as they occur.
4. are

Revolving credit
Revolving credit includes credit card facilities, 

personal tines of credit and personal overdrafts. It does 
not include credit card facilities that require settlement of 
the total amounts outstanding on the presentation of an

5.

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

account.
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For more information ...
The ABS publishes a wide range of information on 

” . . •___ .. _________________on/M r\r’zsHiir4'
Australia's economic and social

condX’TXTogue of pubteations and products is available from any of our

Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service
Special tables or in-depth data investigations are provided by^the ABS. Information 
Consultancy Service in each of our Offices (see below for contact details).

Electronic Data Services
electronic media. Selections of the mostA arowirxi rsnoG of our d3t3 3rG availabl© on — - - te>ccu\

frequently requested data are available, updated daily on D^covery 
Our Telestats service delivers major economic indicator publications ready to 
Sjwnloadnmo your computer on the day of release. Our PC-Au^tats service 
enables on-line^ access to a data base of thousands of up-to-date time senes. 
Selected datasets are also available on diskette or Cd-rom. For7™»« '® ° °
electronic data services, contact Information Services in any of our Offices on the

numbers below.

Bookshops and Subscriptions
500 titles available from the ABS Bookshops in each of our CTfices. 

. _ _ _____________ I«!»-« Atir o« iKe/'nntKThere are over 500 titles available trom tne Abb booKsnopb in «au.. v. vu.
You can also receive any of our publications on a regular basis. Join 
mailing service and have your publications mated to you m ^ust^ at no additional 

X . . . _____rt. .I_i:__________ O. .Kes/*.r:r«t CarY/iro tA trPA AFI (jOo UO Uocost. Telephone our 
Australia wide.

iidve yuui puuiivaiiw«icr j— ■■■ -----
Publications Subscription Service toll free on 008 02 06 08

Sales and Inquiries

SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 
MELBOURNE (03) 615 7000 
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351
PERTH (09) 323 5140

ADELAIDE (08) 237 7100
HOBART (002) 20 5800
DARWIN (089) 81 3456
CANBERRA (06) 252 6627

I

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 
or any ABS State office.
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