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THE EARLY DAYS OF THE MORRISON LECTURE

-gi Benjamin Periny '

It {8 now more than seventy-five years since the first “George Emest Mor-
rison Lecture on Chinese Ethnology™ was delivered in May 1932 in Canberra
at the Australian Institute of Anatomy, now the National Film and Sound
Archive. The lecturer on that occasion was Dr W.P, Chen, the Chinese
Consul-Generil in Australia and Major C.W.C. Marr, the newly appointed
Minister for Health in the Lyons Govemment, was in the chair. Honourad
guests included James Scullin, the leader of the Opposition, who had been
Prime Minister until the election the previous January; Arthur Blakeley, his
Home Affairs Minister, and; Albert Green, most recently his Posumaster-
General and Minister for Works and Rallways. Also present were Dy JH.L.
Cumpston, Director-General of Health and Sir Colin MacKenzie, Director
of the Institte of Anatomy. Newspapers around Avstralia reported the
lecture, as did the South China Morning Post in Hong Kong.!

This issue of East Asian History reprints thé Morrison Lectures that
wore delivered between 1932 and 1941, with the exception of 5.H.
Roberts's elghth lecture from 1939, which we have not been able to [ocate #
Now historical documents in thelr own right, and not easlly available,
these Icotures iluminate the natire of the relationship between Australia
and China in the period before the Pacitic War and the Communist victory,
Al that time “Asian Studies” was yet to become a common designation for
an accepted area of research in Australia and an active interest in Chinese
affairs would have heen considered distinctly idiosyneratic,

Sir Colin MacKenzie (1877-1938), the eminent orthopaedist who played
a pivotal role in the establishment of the lecture, had developed an interest
in the anatomy of Australian animals afier the Fiest Wordd War and had
established 4 musewn in his own house in St Kilda. He is now, perhaps,
Best known for founding the Healesville Sanctuary ouside Melbourne, Tn
1523, his anatomical collection became the foundation of the new National

1 The cuambora Times, 201001852, p 4.

* The Number 11 (ure 1996) issue of Bast
Axtarn History publihed a sefection of Mer-
acn Lectures rom 105]— 1996,




5 Drendan G. O'Keete, “History of the Aus-
tatlian Ieitute of Aoy now the National
Film and Sound Archive” in Philip Cox
Richardsom Taylorund Pariners, Consertation
Plan Final Repan, July 1995, p, 13,

DEMNJAMIN PENNY

Museum of Australian Zoology with MacKenzie as its first Director, The
new institution, renamed the Australian Tnstitute of Anatomy, moved into
its recently completed Canberra home in 1530,

In the early 19305, Canberra's population was somewhat less than
10,000 and opportunities for cultural and educadonal diversion were rather
lirmited (the Australian Natonal University would not exist unil 1946).
Nonetheless, the relatvely few residents of the newly established capital
were Typically highly educaed and well informed, The Institute itself, in
the 19305, and indeed theough w the 19608, was one of Canberta's tourist
auractions, undoubtedly due o the fact that It housed the heart of Phar
Lap, Australia's most famous racehorse (1926-32) and the alleged skull
of Ned Kelly (1854=1880). It was, in a sense, a kind of de facte national
museum as well as being the focus of much of the town's cultural life:
Canberra University College had classes there until 1935 and the Canberra
Reperory Society and the Ars and Literature Society used the Institue for
their actvities until 1944,

One of the ways that MacKenyie devised for establishing the Institute
as a focus for learned discussion was the endowment of several orations
and lectureships, OF the five that were founded, four were on scientilic or
medica! subjects, One was the Halford Oradorn in memory of G.B. Halford,
Chair of Anstomy and Physiology at the Univensity of Melboume under
whom MacKenzie would have studied. Given al the Institate until 1947,
this oration ransferred 10 the University of Melboume in 1948, where it
exists oday a3 a wiennial public leciure, Another was the Kendall Lecture-
ship in veterinary science, now administered by the Australian Veternary
Association. Two more were devoted o preventative medicine and the
history of human development, and the history of medicine, respectively.5
The Momison Lectureship, the fourth 1o be established, therefore, stands
out a% a striking exceplion,

The note that aceompanics the original printed versions of the lectures
slates hat “The George Emest Morrison Lecture in Litmology has been
founded by Chinese residents in Australia in honour of the late Dr GE,
Marrison, a natdve of Geelong, Vicorla, Australia®, The names of the two
“Chinese residents” usually eredited with the founding of the Loctureship
are “Mr William Liu, merchant, of Sydney and Mr William Ah Ket, the
distinguished Supreme Court Barrister in Mclbourne”, Two other names
appear in this note: Mackenzie and @ senior public servant in the Ministry
for Home Affaims, F). Quinlan. Quinlan, who by 1931 was Assistant See-
retary oF the departinent, had carried on a correspondence with William
Liu (18931983} for some years concerning the residency status of Chinese
people wha had come inre difficuldes under the discriminatory legislaion
of the Whitc Australia Policy, against which Liu Cand Ah Ket, 1876-1936)
fought for decades. Quinlan later became Chief Electoral Officer for the
Commonwealth. By the early 19303, the correspondence between Quinlan
and Liu, a5 preserved in Liv's papers in the Mitchell Library in Sydney, shows
that, apart from their fonmnal relationship, they had developed what appears
tor be a genuine fendship, with some of thedr lewers straying into general
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Chinese affairs, cspeclally relaling 0 Liw's visits 1o China, and family
news.

When Liv was in Canberra in 1931 arranging the formalities for a
forth-coming trip to Hong Kong, Canton and Shanghai, Quinlan put him
in touch with MacKengie, who was hatching his plan for the Mortison
Lectureship, As Liu recalled in an oral history interview he gave to the
National Library of Australia in 1978

Well now, something happened, 1 had w go to Canberra, In that time
Quinlan became Assistant Secretary of the proper name, Immigration
Department, Canberra, 50 he said, “Mr Liu, I particularly want you 1o call
over W the Institate of Anatomy to meet Sir Colin MacKenzie, who for
a number of years had been trylng to establish a Lecrureship in honour
of Geelong bom Victorian Mortison, George Ernest Morrlson, who was
adviser w the Manchus and Dr Sun Yal %en and had s0 much 10 do: a
man who said, “if he were In 1897 in Peking, if he were a Chinese, as
much as he was British, he wauld do exactly as the Chinese and Become
4 Boxer, and fight the world”, you see. You know, I went over with my
father-in-law, he: went with me to Canberra, that trip, and when we got
there 1 fine old gentleman met us in the door, weadng white cap, a white
coat, and we were taken around and he showed us the specimens of
the Australian Institute of Anatomy and by the trme we reached that big
showease where they had Ned Kelly's head in it, skull in it, I said, “By the
way 8ir, we haven't been introduced, there's my father-in-law Mr Quoy
and myself, 25 you know, Bill Liu, what's your name $ie?" He said, “They
call me Colin™. "Oh”, T said, “Colin MacKenzie, the man that Quinlan sent
e over to see”. Well, we serled down and talked and 1 1old him, 1 said,
“The purt you want me to play in it, would be o mise money in te Chi-
nese Community and also they have Chinese names. T understand these
things, being connected with the Consulate and the Chinese Chamber
of Commerce 2nd all that, but its a very bad time, Sir Colin, with the
Depression on, and the Chinese, a 1ot of them out of work, We might
find & way, but there's one way, one way, if you can get Mr Quindan w
act a5 In-berween and he writes to = he knows Billy Ah Ket, the Barrister,
you know, in Melbourne, well, and if you can get Billy Ah Ket to handle
Melboune Chinatown I'll handle Sydney Chinatown and in that way we
may be able to raise some thousands of pounds to ge it going, Well, it
happened, we succeeded, we got money, not as much as Sir Colin had
wanted, but Lady MacKenzic and Sir Colin, under the Health Department,
[ think they gor some help, printing and all that kind of thing, you know
how thesc things are done, and got it established.? '

A week or so after they had mer, MacKenzie wrote to Liu on 7 October

1931, sressing his vision of Australia’s regional impomance as a Pacific
ttation:

The Australian Instinute of Anatomy has been founded by the Common-
wealth Government for the advancement of medical science and can be
regarded s the first unit of the National University of Australia, Cne big

4 Conversation with Willian Liu®, Hazel de

Berg Collection, National Library of Australia.
Liwzls recalled the formation of the Morrison
Lectureshlp in a short cocument entitled “The
Rirth of ‘George Ernest Morrison Lectyreship
In Erhnology' in May 1931° that he wiote on
20 September, 197% ar the time of the 40th
lecture given by Wang Gungwu, Morrlson
Lectare Tiles, ANU Archlves.




¥ Letter from Mackenzle to Liv, 7/10/1931,
Willam J. Liu papers, Michelt Library,
Sydney, “Papers concerning the George
Ercst Monison Leciure in Bthnology,” ML
M35 6294/5.

& Letter from Liu to MacKenzle, 15/10/1931,
Mormison Lecture Tiles, ANU Archives.
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phase of our work in the Institute is the research work which is camied
oul on the unique animals of Australia 10 help in the undestanding of
human health and disease along the lines of comparative anatomy, which
is the basis of all the medical sciences. GQur intention is to make Canberra
one of the great centres of medical research in the Pacific. Tt is one of
our ideals to have as many lectures and orations on sclentific subjects
as possible, with the object of bringing the latest recearches Isigl before
the public. In this regard there are already two annual Orations and one
Lectureship endowed. Fach Oration was founded by the presentation of
£1,000, and the interest on this 1z pald each year o the Orator,

Al the present time relationships berween Austalia and the East,
and especially China, are the subject of increasing atention, and, as
have mentioned in our conversation last week, the culrural aapect {5 az
imporant as the commercial. A great Aastralian, the late Dr Morrison,
lahoured hard in the interests of China, and T am venturing to suggest the
foundation of a Lectureship in his memory to be delivered in the Lecture
Theatre of the Institute annually on the subject of Ethnelogy. If such were
funded by Chingse citizens it would be 8 remarkable gesture of scientific
[riendship [rom China © Australia, and especially if the fimst lecture were
delivered by the Consul-General for China. Such s Lectureship could be
founded for £300, and the annual interest on this would go to the lecturer
for his cxpenses. A suggested title would be the “Morrison Lecture on
Ethnology™, 5o important do T regard this that 1 would willingly start the
subacripton st with £10 — anonymaously = and surely it would not be
difficult for e.g, 29 Chinese citizens ta subscribe a like amount.”

Liu replied on the 15th:

T duly reccived vour letrer dated 7th insiant regarding the proposal of
a Lechureship in memary of that Great Austealian the fate Dr Mornsison
and his work in China, and T am sure, If this can be brought ahout, i
would do a great deal to help the two people — Australian and Chinese to
mutwally understand each other for the permanent good of the two
nations, and, az promised, | shall be happy w co-operate in the hope af
bring the proposal to success.

As Mr F.J.Quinlan of The Department of Home Affairs is probably the
hest authorty in Canberra in matters relating to Chingse, having contact
with us over many many years in his official capacity, 1 have written to
him, a% he is on the spot, 10 get in touch with you, so that we together,
might co-operate in handling the matter in the manner the subject rightly
deserves, and as [ have had to put off my wip dll November, | have a few

more weeks to do something to further same before 1 leave. Meantime, -

1 wrust you and Mr Quinlan will have some plan reacdy.

1 expect to be accompanying Dr W.P. Chen, Consul-General for China
10 Canberm early next week, 50 we will have the pleasure of meeling
again,

[ have noted with appreciation, the kind and generous kead you made
in your offer of £10 = anonymously — wowards the above proposal, and 1
have pleasute in following with £10 25 » subscription as from myself.®
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A little over two weeks later, on October 31, 4 letter had been des-
parched o “selected Chinese fricnds” over the signatures of William Liu;
G.Y.T. Quoy, presumably Lius father-in-law, Gock Chew, and Mar Sun
Gee.’ By December 1, when Quinlan wrote 10 Liu, MacKenzie had been
in touch with Ah Ket in Melbourne, who reporied that he already had
promises of £100. But, a5 Quinlan noted, *I understand that the trouble
in Manchuria was responsible for slowing down greater progress which
Mr Ah Ket had hoped to make In Melboumne™, Japan having invaded on
September 19 following the Mukden incident” By the 18th, MacKenzie
was able to write formally to Cumpston informing him that:

With the view of improving the cultural relationships between China
and Australia and of hanouring the name of a great Austealian, Dr Ermest
Morrison, Chingse residents in Australia decided to found 2 Lecureship
in Ethnology in conncction with the Australian Instinte of Anatomy.
Support was given to the idea by the Consul-General for China; and In
Melboumne Mr W. Ah Ket, the well-known Supreme Court Barrister, made
himsell responsible for receiving subscriptions and Mr Lin, importer of
Sydney, undertook this work for that city.?

Each year, Mackenzie continued, the lecturer was to be chosen by the

Minister of Health, the Director of the Instinue, and the Chinese Cersul-
General who had deputized Ah Ket to act in his stead. Two days later,

‘MacKenzie wrole 1o Liv to let him know that Ah Ket had presented bim

with a cheque for £210 when he was in Melbourne For Christmas, and that
the total funds had reached £402, Thus, the Mormison Lecture was formally
established and the Chinese Consul-General was invited to give the first
lecture. 1?

Precisely why MacKenzie was so enthusiastic to establish a Lectureshlp
about China remains a mystery, It ts unclesr whether MacKenzie had any
personal connections with Merrison or, indeed, had visited China, He was
from Melbourne and Momison was from Geelong, bur while both were
graduates in medicine, Mackenzie initially undertook his training at the
University of Melhourne while Morrison studied in Edinburgh, MacKenzie
had undenaken further medical studies in Edinburgh butl by the time he
arrived there In 1903, Morrison had been gone for some 15 years, and had,
indeed, already been in China for ten. It appears from the correspondence
that MacKenzie knew Quinlan before the arrangements for the Lectuze-
ship were made, Given that, according to Liu, he was "probably the best
authaority in Canberra in mauers relating to Chinese”, the suggestion for
such a Lecture may have come from Quinlan,

Onc notable aspect of the Mormison Lectureship in its early years was
the support and involvement of the Chinese Consulate-Cieneral, We have
seen that W.P, Chen gave the first leclure amd the Consul-General was
on the commitiee charged with selecting speakers. In addition, Chen also
gave the fourth lecture in 1935 and his successor, Chun-jien Pao, gave the

-sixth, William Ah Ket, who was in charge of the Melboume Fundruising

and who gave the second lecture, also had close tes with the Chinese
government, having been the Vioorian delegate to the Conference of
Gverseas Chingse at the first siing of the Chinese national parliament

7 Letter from Liu, eral. 1w *selected Chinesw
friends,” 3171071931, Morrison Lecture Piles,
ANU Archives.,

B Lener from Quinkn to Liu, 171271931,
Willkam ]. Liu papers, "1917=1933 Cormes-
pondence,” Michell Libeary, Sydney, MI,
M55 6394/1.

? Lemer from MacKenzie Lo Cump@;lun,
18/1/193%, Momison Lecture Flles, ANU
Archives. William Liv seems also to have
weun commetcial benefits flowing From the
Morrison Lectureship. In w Jeiter to Mr
Rountres of G.5,Yuill & Co, owners of the
Australlan Orlermal Line it sailed between
Austaalia andd Hong Kong, dated June 1932,
Liu says that the lectureship was "now morne
than ever ... a sty in the right direction, only
that we need to encourage the usiecs 1o
keep the Sino-Ansialian question more con-
tinuousky befare the: Australian publicinstead
of relying only upon the annuat leciurcship,
at the aime tirne, [ b constantly backed up
by the interested partes, such 2% Memhants,
Steamship compsnies and other well
wishers of these worthy cbjects, then favour-
able public opinlon may be assured”. Lener
fronn Liv te Mr Reawntree, 82671532, Willlam
I, Liu papers, *1917-1933 Correrpondence ®
Mitchell Library, Sydrey, ML MSS 6294/1.

Y 1o Apel 1932, Quinlin reponedt o Liv
that, "Sir Colin MacKenzie has forwarded a
lot of marenial I underziand o the Gonsul.
General tu enable him to prepare his lecture,
&0 [ hope and fell confidant that it wil be
well-handled”. Lemer from Quinlan 1o Liu,
13/4/1832, Williamn J. Liv papers, "1917-1933
Coaresponedence,” Mitchell 1ibary, Sydney,
M. M35 629471,
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" on ah Ket, see John Luck, “Ab Ket,
Williarn (1876-1940)." Austreilan Dictions
ary of Siography, Valume 7 {Melbourne:
Melbxoume University I'tess, 1979, pp, 19=20;
Toylaan Ah Ket, “William Ah Ket-Building
Bridges between Occldent and Crient in
Australia, 1001936, <hirpy/fwaw_chab.
Tiblatrobe edu wu/stores/wahket him> (ac-
censed M/4/08); [ohn Fitzgerald, g White
Lte: Chiness Australians in White Austiralia
Chydney: UNSW Press, 2007), p.]4,

12 1 v, sec Charlotte Jordon Greene,
~Panrastic Dreams™ William Liv, and the
Crigins and (nfluence of Protest agains 1he
White Australia Policy in the 2th Cemury®,
Univemsily of Sydney IPhiz, 200% Mo Yimei
and Mo Xlangyi, Willidm Liu OBE 1893
1993; Pathfinder (Sydney: Australin-China
Chamber of Commerce and [ndustry of
NSW, 1991) Fizgerald, Big White Lig,
L4 15,

T3 Latter from Liv o Quinkin $/6/1941, Mor-
rson leciuee Files, ANU Archives,

Benjamin Penrty
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under Sun Yawsen In 1912, He was also Acting Chinese Consul-General
in 191314, and later in 1917.1! William Liu also had long-standing gon-
nections with the Nationalist government. Prom 1912-14, he served as
English translator and clerk at the Melboumne Chinese Consulate and later
in 1921, as English Secretary of the Nationalist Party i Sydney, he met
Sun Yatsen in Ganton, '

The Momison Lectures clearly became a regular feature of the Canberra
social and intelleciual scene until 1941 when they were suspended due to
the war, The ¢ream of society are reported to have attended: the Governor-
General and the Governor of New Souwth Wales both made an appear-
ance, while government ministers and senior public servanls, as well as
churchmen and educationalists were often in attendance. In 1935 RG
(later Lotd) Cascy, at the lime Acting Treasurer, was in the chair, as was
Sir Robert Garran, the thrice-knighted, retired Selicitor General, in 1941,
In 1930 and 1940, during his first term as Prime Minister, Robert Menzies
anended, Uintil 1937, when Sir Colin MacKenzie retired to Melboutne, Lady
MacKenzie hosted suppet in the Northern Museum of the Instoae,

A few days after the Morrison leciure was held in June 1941, Liv wrote
to Quinlan in a reflective mood;

While at Canberra, T suggested 1o Dr Clements iMacKenzie's successor
as Director of The Tnstitute] that since some of the lectures are out of
print and this being the tenth address, I hought it a worthy step forward
to have the ten lecures printed and bound in a single valume with an
appropriate preface and foreword. With 1 good photo of Morrison, fol-
lowed by one of the late Sir Colin, as founder of the lectureship and an
additional Chinese foreword by Dr Pao, 1 think, would complete the
volume as an historical record of recent years' work In connection with
Sino-Austratian relations, T would also add thal the [ront page should
haves 1 Chinese translation of the book.'

That volume never appeared. Almost seven decades later, East Asian
History reprints all but one of the lectures Liu refers to in this issue. The
missing fecture given by $.H. Roberts is represented here by the report on
it from The Cunberra Times. Since these Jectures are themselves historical
documents, we have waived the journal's normual requirements of style,
prefeming 10 reproduce the texts as closely as possible © the ofiginals.
This means, for instance, that the names of Chinese cities are rendered in
romanizations now not often cncountered, and infelicities of expression
have not been corrected. We have also included biographical notes on
cach lecarer and, where possible, photopraphs of them, Finally, between
the wxt of each Jecture we have reproduced a photograph of Mortisun
himself. These photographs come from the extraordinary archive of
Morrison's papers in the Michell Library, Sydney.
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Mornison with Lach Wan, 1524



