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PREFACE

This publication contains a summary of findings from the Survey of Disability, 

Ageing and Carers, conducted during the period 7 February to 3 April 1993. It 

include.s national data on the most important features of the survey, providing 

information on persons with one or more disabilities and older persons (ic, 

persons aged 60 years or more). Information i.s also provided on carers of these 

two populations.

The 1993 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers was conducted to provide up- 

to-date data on types of disability, level of severity of handicap, current and 

future care needs, the need for and provision of help and the effects of the caring 

role on carers. The data in this survey builds on information already available 

from the two previous related surveys conducted in 1981 (Survey of 

Handicapped Persons) and 1988 (Survey of Disabled and Aged Persons).

Further information and finding.s from this national survey will be released 

progressively during 1994. A scric.s of specialised publications is planned, with 

each publication addressing an issue identified as being of significant interest to 

users. It is envisaged that the following issues will be addressed.

Employment: identifying aspirations and restrictions associated 

with disability and/or ageing and/or carers.

Education; identifying restrictions associated with disability.

Disabling conditions; identifying the arca.s most prevalent, the help 

required, and the source of that help.

Carers; the numbers and characteristics of persons in the caring 

role.

Carers: the effects of the caring role in relation to areas of everyday 

living.

Information on the concepts and methods used in the survey, a.s well as 

definitions, interpretation and reliability of results are contained in the 

Explanatory Notes, Technical Note on Sampling Variability and the Glossary.
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A User Guide has been produced to provide more detailed information about the 

concepts and methodology of the survey and a Data Reference Package is 

available for users who need detailed descriptions of the survey variables. (See 

Publication and Dissemination Program on page 43).

IAN CASTLES 

Australian Statistician

Australian Bureau of Statistics 

Bcicnnncn, ACT, 2616 

December 1993
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Introduction O
This publication summarises the main findings of the 1993 Survey of Disability. 
Ageing and Carers, providing estimates of the numbers and main characteristics
of persons with disabilities, persons with handicaps, persons aged 60 years or 
more and carers. The survey was conducted in private and special dwellings s 
well a.s in establishments such as hospitals, nursing homes, hostels and 
retirement villages.

as

A person wa.s identified as having a disability if he she had one or more of a 
group of selected limitations, restrictions or impairments which had lasted, or 
was likely to last, for six months or more. (Sec Glossary for more details on 
disability.)

A handicap results from a disability which limits a person's ability to perform 
certain tasks associated with daily living. The limitation must be in relation to 
one or more of the tasks of: self-care, mobility, verbal communication, 
schooling or employment. Children with a disability, aged less than 5 years, 
were all regarded a.s having a handicap, but the area and severity of handicap 
was not determined. These definitions of disability and handicap are based on 
the Iniemalional Claxsification of Impairmenix. Disahilities and Handicaps 
published by the World Health Organisation (Geneva. 1980).

Many carers arc family, friends or neighbours who provide informal help to 
persons with a disability (sec Glossary for further details of different types of 
carers). This publication presents information on principal carers only (those 
who provide most care for persons with a handicap, in the areas of self-care, 
mobility or verbal communication).

Summary of Results In 1993, it was estimated that 3,176,700 persons, or 18.0 per cent of the 
Australian population had a disability. In addition, 2,500,200, or 78.7 per cent, 
of those with a disability were classified as having a handicap.

There were 14.2 per cent of the total Australian population who had a handicap. 
This population was comprised of:

419,900 persons (2.4% of the Australian population) who always 
needed help from another person to perform one or more 
dcsiy.nated tasks (ie. had a 'profound' handicap);
301,100 persons (1.7% of the Australian population) who 
sometimes needed help to perform the designated tasks (ie, had a 
'severe' handicap);



455,5(X) persons (2.6% of the Australian population) who needed 
no help but h;id difliculty perfonning one or more of the designated 
tasks (ie, had a ’moderate' handicap);
941,8(X) persons (5.3% of the Australian population) who needed 
no help with, and did not have difficulty with, any of it. i 
designated tasks but used an aid to pcrfomi one or more of these 
tasks or had di fficuliy walking 2(X) metres, or walking up and down 
stairs, or in using public transport, or picking up an object from the 
llixir (ie, had a 'mild' handicap);
382,(XX) person.s (2.2% of the Australian population) who had a 
schooling limitation or an employment limitation only, or who 
were aged less than five years, or whose only limitation was 'did 
not use the toilet' (severity of handicap was not determined for 
these people) (see Table 15).

The division of ilic population according to disability, handicap and severity of 
handicap is illustrated in Diagram 1 below.

The number of persons living in households wa.s 17.460,6fX). and of those 17.3 
per cent had a disability, while there were 166,5iK) living in establishments and 
of those 95.0 per cent had a disability.

DIA(>RAM I: ALL PERSONS: NUMBER AM) PROPORTIONS OF PERSONS WITH z\ 
DISABILITY AND PERSON.S WITH HAM)IC.\P BY SEVERITY OF HANDICAP, 

AUSTRALIA, PW

Persotu without 
__ a disability

14.450.400
(82.0%)

AU Persoos 
¡7.627.100 ----------
(100.0%)

Persons with

Persons without 
__ a handicap

676.400
(3.8%)

__  a disability
3.176,700 
(18,0%)

Profound Handicap 
__  419,900

(2.4%)

Persons with
_ a handicap

2,500,200 
(14.2%)

Severe Handicap 
"" 301.100

(1.7%)

Moderate Handicap 
“ 455,500

(2.6%)

Mild Handicap
"" 941,800

(5.3%)

Severity not 
deterouned 
382.000 
(22%)
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11 wa.s cstimaled that 2,762,9(X) persons, or 15.7 per cent of the Australian 
population, were aged 60 years or more. Of these, 50.9 per cent had a disability 
and 43.1 per cent were also classified as having a handicap.

577,5(K> persons were principal carers (those who provide the most care for 
persons with a disability, in the areas of self-care, mobility or verbal 
communication), representing 4.2 |Tcrceni of the Australian population aged 15 
years or more.

Disability and
Handicap Kates

Disability and handicap are strongly related to age. The rales for both increased 
rapidly for those aged 45 years and over, for males and females. However, the 
rales for disability without bttndicap reached a maximum for persons aged 70-74 
years and then showed a decrease, as older persons are more likely to have a 
handicap resulting from their disability.

Children aged 0-4 years were taken as a base population for comparing the 
increasing frequency of handicap with age.

The handicap rate at age 3.5-44 years is approximately double that for children 
aged 0-4 years. By age 60-64 years, the handicap rate is approximately seven 
limes that for children aged 0-4 years and by age 7.5 years and over, the rate is 
about fourteen limes that found for children aged 0-4 years. Disability rate.s 
follow a very similar pallcm, as most persons (78.7%) with a disability arc also 
Classi Tied as having a handicap.

Disability and handicap rales (the number of persons with a disability ora 
handicap per thousand population) were calculated for each State and Territory. 
Because of the strong relationship between age and disability, an age 
standardised rate, standardised to the national population age structure at March 
1993, was also calculated. This removes any differences due to the differing 
age structures between each .Stale and Territory. (Sec table below.)

It \M)1( AP AMJ DISAIIILITY RATHS UY STATES AND 
TERRI TORIES, Al ST RAl.IA, 1993

(Rate per 1000 popukitiun)

Handicap rale Disability Rate

Slate Actual Slarulardised Actual Standardised

NSW 
Vic. 
Qld 
SA 
WA 
Tas. 
NT 
ACT 
Australia

133.9
143.5
147.1
165..5
142.7
148.0
91.6

121.3
141,8

131.0
141.8
150.2
156.1
149.3
145.7
157.1
148.8
141.8

169.3 
183.3 
188.1
206.0 
182,4 
185.1
123.0 
157.6
180.2

166.0
181.5
191.8
195.4
190.3
182.7
190.2
187.8
180.2
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Nortliem Territory showed the lowest aclual rale for both disability and 
handicap (123.0 and 91.6 rcspcciively). However, the aged standardised rales 
lor Nonheni Territory were the I’ourlh highesl for disability and the highest for 
handicap (190.2 and 157.1 respectively). Ralcii for New South Wales were low 
for both the actual and the age standardised rates, while the ratc.s for South 
Australia were high for both the actual and the age standardised rales. Only 
small differences were apparent for the standardised rales when the other Statc.s 
and the Australian Capital Territory were compared.

Rate per Ihousund 
700

(;Kz\PH 1: HANDICAP K VI'ES BY AGE BY SEX. 
Al S’l KAUA. 1993

(Kate pvr 1000 pnpulnlitin)

Males
600

500

400

300

200

100

0

Females I
I

¥Si

1 i

s
! B I

8 i! I
«V

23aL Lil
*'V Ar </ *

5<7u^ce. Table 2
Age groups (years)

Comparison with the 1988 
Disabled and Aged Survey

Overall rates of disability and handicap reported from the 1988 and 1993 
surveys are not directly comparable, because additional information was 
collected to identify disability and handicap in the 1993 Survey of Disability, 
Ageing and Carers. Thi.s had the cftcct of identifying greater numbers of people 
in certain categories. The changes were made because it was considered that, in 
the 1988 Survey of Disabled and Aged Persons, certain types of disabilities and 
arca,s of handicaps could have been missed. The additional limitations, 
restrictions or impairment;; which were separately identified in the 1993 survey 
were:

difficulty gripping things;
long-term effects of brain damage, stroke or head injury;
any other long-term condition which causes a restriction (such as 
arthritis, asthma, alzhcimer's disease, dementia or heart disease).
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Questions were also included in the 1993 survey to identify handicap due to 
diflieully picking up objects from the floor.

Also, in addition to asking questions on employment litnitalions of persons aged 
1.5-64 years, the 1993 survey asked questions of persons aged 65 yearsand over, 
if they had not slated that they had retired.

The cffect.s of these changes, and other factors such as the population ageing, 
combined to show an additional 1.4 percent of the population with a disability 
and an additional 1.2 per cem of the population with a handicap. If the 1993 
survey had been conducted using categories identical to those used in 1988, 
analysi.s of this data shows that 16.6 percent of the population would have been 
ideniilied with a disability and 13.0 percent with a handicap, compared with the 
lX.Operceni fordisability and 14.2 percent for handicap reported in 1993.

The 1988 survey found that there were 1.5.6 per cent of the population with a 
disability and 13.0 per cent of the population with a handicap. If the 1988 
survey is standardised to the 199.3 population, by multiplying the 1992 
population in each age group by the proportion identifies as having a disability 
or a handicap in 1988 ;tnd summing the results, it shows that 16.0 per cent of the 
population had a disability and 13.4 percent of the population had a handicap. 
Based on these calculations, it would seem that there has been a small incrca.se 
in the proponion of persons with a disability (from 16.0% to 16.6%) and a small 
decrease in the propoit ion of persons with a handicap (from 13.4% to 13.0%).

COMfAIIISOX <»l I’ROI'ORTIONSOK DISAIlIt.lTY AM) HANDICAP
I'lSX, IW3

Aeluai /99.? (iota usin/^ I Qf(8 data usin^ Actual
199? data ¡^88 raie^oriex age structure 1988 data

Disiibtlily 
Handicitp

is.o
14.2

16.6
13.0

16.0
13.4

15 6 
IJ.O

Demographic (Characteristics In 1993, of the 18.0 per cent (3,176,7(X)) of the Australian population with one 
or more disabilities, 5 1.() percent were males and 49.0 percent females (sec 
Table I). The distribution of disability acros.s all States and Territoric.s reflected 
the national figures, except in South Australia (20.6%), which was 2.6 per cent 
higher than the national average and the Northern Territory (12.3%), which wa.s 
5.7 per cent lower (sec Table 3). The lower rate for the Nonliem Territory is 
due to the younger age structvie. (Sec Disability and Handicap Rates).

For all age groups more males than fcmtfe» rcporlcd a disability (18.4 percent 
and 17.6 per cent, rcsfx;clivcly). However, the 60-64 year age group showed the

n

incrca.se
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largest di ffcrence with 43.2 per cent of maic.s and 29.6 per cent of females 
reporting a disability.

Table 5 show.s ihat 95.0 percent of ¡tersons with one or more disabilities lived 
in households, 18.7 per cent of these living alone. The proportion of person.s 
living alone increases as age incrca.ses. both for persons with a disability and for 
persons withoui a disability. In the 0-24 year age group in households, 2.5 per 
cent of persons with a disability and 1.0 per cent without a disability live alciic, 
compared with 39.9 per cent and 41.7 per cent respectively in the 75 year and 
overage group. Of all persons in households, 17.3 per cent have one or more 
disabilities, compared with 95.0 pier cent of pxerson.s in establishments.

Severity and Area rrf 
Handicap

Oftbe 2,5(X).2(X) persons with tt htindicap. the most frequently reperrted area 
of handicap was mobility where 1,827.5(X) or 73.1 per cent reported mobility 
limitations (see Table 16). The next most frequently repxoncdarca of handicap 
was employment where 1.497,9«) orW) per cent of persons with a handicap 
reported crnployment limitations.

Four levels of severity ollwiulicap were idcntilicd for the 1993 Surveyor 
Disability, Ageing and Carers - prolound, severe, moderate and mild. The 
largest category was mild handicap with 94 1 ,K(X)or 37.7 percent of all persons 
with a handicap. Of all males with a handicap IftO.IKK) (13.0%) had a profound 
handicap, I 33.5(X) (10.9%) had a severe handicap. 326,2(X) (18.4%) had a 
moderate htindieap, ;ind 482.KM) <39.3%) had a mild handicap. For females 
with a handicap 2.*i9,y(X) (20.4%) had a profound handicap, 167,600 { 13.2%) a 
severe handicap, 229,2(XI| IX.()% ) a moderate handicap, and 4.59,600 (36.1%) a 
mild handicap. The remainder of persons with a handicap were classified a.s 
'severity not deiennined’. Thi.s category includes person.s who had a schooling 
limitation or anemploymeni limitation only, children who were aged less than 
five years, or persons w hose only limitation was'does not use the toilet'.

In all Slatc.s and Ter riuvrics the distribution of the area and .severity of handicap 
was similar to the national estimates.

There were 51,.5(X) males, aged 75 years or more, with a profound handicap, 
compared with I38,4(X) femaic.s (see Table 15), giving a sex ra.io (males per 
1(X) females) of 37.2. The .sex ratio for persons aged 75 years or more, with a 
handicap, i.s 59.2 and for all person.s in this age group is 60.2. Therefore, while 
some of the predominance of profound handicap in females is due to the age 
struclurc of the population, it cannot all be explained in this way. The 
remainder of the age categories, by the level of handicap, do not display any 
marked di ffcrcncc.s between males and females.
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Disubling Conditions Di.sabling conditions, such as re.-.piraiory diseases or mental disorders, were 
repttned in response to a sctol questions designed to identify the presence of 
limitation, restriction or impainnent.

a

The main disabling condition is the condition, identified by a person with 
multiple conditions, as the condition causing the most problems. Where only 
one condition was recorded, this wasconsM ’»’*d to be the main disabling 
condition.

Eleven categories have been used to group the main disabling conditions in this 
publication, with nine conditions cla.s.sified as physical disorders.

GR.tPH 2: PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY, 
TYPE ()E.MAIN l>LSA»IJ.\(; CONDITION 

zXLSTKAlJA. 1993

Arthhtis/MusculoskcuJ Diseases 

Disorders of the Rar 

AU Menial Disorders 

Respiratory Diseases 

Circulatory Diseases 

Nervous System Diseases 

Disorders of the Rye 

Head Injury/SirokeZIkain Damage 

Other Diseases

0
T

2iM) 4(X) 600 800
Thousands

1.000

Tahitis

The conditions most frequently reported by pterson.s with a disability were 
arthritis and other musculoskeletal conditions 27.2 per cent (863,3(X)); disorders 
of the car and mastoid process 14.2 percent (450,000); all mental disorders 11.1 
percent (353,5(X)); and respiratory disea.ses 9.1 percent (290,400). (seeTable 
13.)

The most prevalent main disabling condition varied according to age groups, 
with those aged 0-14 years reponing respiratory disease (26.4%); persons 15-24 
years mental disorders (22.8%) and all other age groups most frequently 
reporting arthritis and other musculoskeletal disorders.

Physical conditions crc reported as the main disabling condition by 88.9 per
cent (2.823,2(X)) of persons with a disability and mental disorders were reported 
by the remaining 11.1 percent (353,500). Male" reported mental disorders as 
the main condition in 9.9 percent of eases and females in 12.4 per cent of cases 
(Table 13).

SB
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The proportion of mental disorders reported as the main disabling condition 
increased with tlw level of severity of handicap (see table below).

I vi’i; or M AIS bisADi.ixr: condi i io\ hv i.rv ri. or 
.srvERi rv or hamucai*, 

Al .STKAI.IA, 1993

I‘|:H ( EM

Level t/f hiuuiu ap Mentiti PhyaicfU

Prohutnd 
Severe 
MtKier.He 
Mikl

Totul

I9.I
10.4 
8 7
7.3

11.6

80.9
89.6
91.3
92.7

88.4

Employnienl Of all persons w ith a handicap aged 15-W years living in a household, 46.5 per 
cent (5‘).3.(XX)) weic in the labour force (ie. ihose employed and unemployed). 
The employment rate for those in the labour force was 79.0 per cent and was 
similar for both males (7H.Xi{ 1 and females (79.4%). (Sec Table 8).

It was estimated that 468.5(X) persons with a haiulicap were employed. Of this 
group. 3.4 per cent {I5,8(X)) had a profound handicap; 12.4 per cent (58.200) 
had a .severe haixlicap; 17.6 per cent (82,5(X)) had a modciate handicap; 46.0 per 
cent (215.6(X)) had a mild handicap and for 20.6 per cent (96,3(K)). the level of 
handicap was not detenmned (this group includes persons whose only limitation 
is an employment limitaiitmi (sec Table 9).

The panicipulion rale lor any gwup is ihe number of persons in the labour force
in ihal group (ie. employed plus unemployed) expressed . a percentage of the
population in the same age group. The participation rate for persons with a 
handicap aged l5-f»4 years in households was 46.5 per cent compared with 73.6 
per cent for all persons aged 15-64 years (sec Table 10).

Older Persons

a

The 1993 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers found that there were 
2,762,9«) persons in Australia aged 60 years or more, representing 15.7 percent 
of the total Australian ptrpulation. There were l,405,6(X) persons (50.9%) in 
this age group who had a disability (44.2% of all person.s with a disability ). Of 
all persons 60 years or more, 43.1 per c'-nt (1.189,600) had a handicap (47.6% 
of all person.s with a handicap). From these figures, it can be seen that person.s 
aged 60 years or more accounted for a disproportionate number of person.s with 
a disability and handicap, consistent with the earlier comments that disability 
and handicap arc strongly related to age.



9

Need for Help: 
Persons with Disabilities 
Living in Households

Person.s in thi.s survey identiried limitations in performing certain tasks 
associated with everyday living and their need for help in relation to their 
limitation. This is similar to the concept of "felt need" identified by Jonathon 
Bradshaw'.

There were 1,47K,9(X) persons wiih a disability, living in households, who 
reported a need for help in one or more activity, and of those 1,161,8(X) reported 
receiving help in at least one activity. In general, the majority of help received 
was informal, and just over half of those who reported they received some help, 
stated that it was provided by their spouse/partner. Although most informal 
help wa.s provided by a relative, 168,4(X) people, or 14.5 per cent, stated they 
received help from a friend or neighbour.

The most frequently reported activity requiring help was in the area of home 
maintenance (953,5(X) persons). This represented 64.5 per cent of all persons 
with a disability who reported any need for help, and 31.6 per cent of all persons 
with a disability within households. Of this population needing help with home 
maintenance, 37.9 per cent were males and 62.1 per cent were females. Of all 
persons with a disability needing help, 107,7{X3, or 7.3 per cent reponed a need 
for help with verbal communication.

As age increases so the need for help also increases (see Table 11 and Table 12). 
There were 79,900 person.s (5.4%) aged 15-24 years, with a disability, living in 
households who needed help with at least one activity, while for those aged 75 
years and over there were 347,900 persons or 23.5 per cent of all those with a 

disabilty needing help.

GRAPH 3: PERSONS WITH A DISABItlTY LIVING IN 
HOUSEHOLDS WHO REPORTED A NEED FOR HELP 

AUSTRALIA. 1V93

oHome maxnienance 
Transport

Hume help 
Mobtbiy

Health care 
Self-care

Personal affairs 
Meal preparaiion 

Verbal communicaiion 
Total (a)

-r 
0

.... o
O

......o •
o •

■0»

200 400 600

* Females

Males

800 1,000

O

Thousands
(a) i’ersi-ns needmg help can record this need in more than one source 
Sottret. See table belo^

* Bradshaw. J. 'The concepì of social need". ;Vew Society. 30 March 1972, pp 61-64
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PERSONS WIT H A UISABII.H V I.IVINi: IN HOUSEHOLDS WHO 
REPOR TED A NEED EOR HELP BY Af lTVITV, 

AUSTRALIA, 1993

(OOOS)

Male- I'ctfiales' Perxonx

Scll-carc
Mobility
Verbal eotiiniuiiicaliun 
Healthcare
I lome help
I lome inainienanee 
Meal preparation 
Personal alTairs 
T ransport

Total (a)

155.5 
2(K).6

62.3 
I9K.2 
244.1 
340.5
85.2 

135.9 
213.K

603.1

175.7 
293.K
45.4

280.6 
398 4 
612.9

84.5
148.0
494.5

331.2
494.3
107.7
478.7
642.5
953.5
169.7
283.9
708.2

«75.« 1,47«.9

(a) Person.^ needing help can report this need in more than one activity

Need for Help: 
Older Persons

All persons aged 60 years or more living in houschold.s were questioned about 
their need for help with home help, home maintenance, meal preparation, 
personal affairs and transport. This section considers help in relation to only 
those activities.

There were 1,106,900 persons aged 60 years or more, living in households, who 
reported needing help with at least one of these activities (sec Table 17). The 
activity where help was most frequently needed was home maintenance where 
804,700 persons reported needing help. This was followed by a need for help 
with transport by 658, KM) persons.

Of the 1,106,900 persons aged 60 years or more, needing help, 760,400 or 68.7 
per cent were persons identified a,s having a disability. Those persons with a 
disability needed most help in the area of home maintenance (613,100), whereas 
persons with no disability, of the same age, most frequently needed help with 
transport (203,800). Of all persons aged 60 years or more, with a disability, 
living in households 59.9 per cent reported needing help with one or more of the 
above activities.

A larger proportion of females than males, aged 60 years or more living in 
households, reported a need for help. Females needing help represented 71.9 
per cent of all persons needing help in that age group. However, females 
represented only 55.9 per cent of all persons aged 60 years or more living in 
households. Considering persons in households, in that age group with a 
disability, 50.7 per cent were females, but of those with a disability who 
reported needing help, 66.0 per cent were females. Both sexes reported home 
maintenance as the activity for which help was most frequently needed. Of 
persons in that age group with no disability (who reported a need for help), 84.8 
per cent were females, with males most frequently needing help with home 
maintenance and females with transport.
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Over all age groups, more femalc.s reported needing help than males. This 
difference was greatest in the 75-79 year age group where 75.8 per cent of 
persons needing help were females, although they made up only 58.1 per cent of 

the total population, in households, in that age group.

ift

Principal Carers In 1993 there were 577,5(X) principal carers aged 15 years and over, who eared 
for a person with a handicap (see Table 18>. This is 4.2 per cent of the 
Australian population aged 15 years and over. Of these principal carers, 
425,2(X) eared for a person in the same household and 152,3(X) cared for a 

person who lived outside their household.

For both usual resident and non-usual resident carers, females provided the 
majority of care. There were 27?,7(X) or 64.4 per cent female carers and 
151,5(X) or 35.6 per cent male carers who cared for another person in the same 
household. The difference was even greater for carers living outside the 
household with almost three quarters of the carers in this caterory being females.

i The predominance of female carers over male carers was consistent over all 
States and Territories, whether caring for a person in the same household or for 
a person in another household, with little fluctuation from the national average 
when caring for a person in the same household (see Table 19).



Total

Total

As« group

15-24 
25-34
35-44 
45-54 
55-59
60-64 
65-69
70-74 
75 and over

15-24
25-34 
35-44
45-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75 and over

0-4
5-14

15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-59 
60-61
65-69 
70-74
75 and over

Total

12

TABLE I. ALI. PERSONS: HANDICAP AND DISABILI I Y STATUS BY AiJE BY SEX 
AUSTRALIA, 1993 

(’(MK))

Oisithiltly

Handicap No handicap

MALES

Toial No dixahiliiy Tolgi

31.7
103.5
70.6
89.5

132.0
164.1
96.5 

122.0 
116.0
116.2
184.7

27,7
32.5
53.2
58.1
65.3
27.1
32.4
36.0
34.0
26.3

31.7
131.2
103.1
142.6 
190.1
229.4
123.6
154.4
152.0 
1.50.2
211.0

630.6 
I.;71.2 
l.3(KJ.4 
1,272.8
1,144.5 

812.5 
257.3 
202.5 
177.1
97.4 
95.1

662.3
1,302.4
1,403.5
1,415.5
1,334.6
1,041.9

380.9
357.0
329.1
2476
306.1

/J26.7

24.8 
63.3
72.5
93.8

127.2 
155.2
86.1
86.3 

jl7.4 
135.1 
311.9

¡273.S

56.4 
166.8 
143.2 
183.3 
259.2 
319.2 
182.6 
208.3 
233.4 
251.3 
496.6

2,5ÍMÍ.2

392.6 ¡.619.3 7.I6IÓ fi.7S0fi

EEMALILS

16.7
29.1
43.2
49.0
36.2

20.2
22.7
24..5
20.1

283.K

PERSONS

44.4 
61.6 
96.4

107.1
101.6 
49 3 
52.6 
58.7
58.6 
46.3

676.4

24.8
80,0

101.6
137.1
176.1
191.4
108.2
106.5
140.0 
159.6
3320

60-1.1
1,155.2
1.246.6
1.274.6
1,153.6

805.2
261.5
252.8
215.0
141.1
176.2

628.8 
1.235.2 
1,348.2
1.411.7
1,329.7

996.6 
372.8
359.3 
355.0 
300 7
508.1

1.557.4 7288.9 8.8462

56.4 
211.2 
204.7 
279.7 
.366 2
420.8 
2.n.8 
260.9 
292.0 
3(W.8 
542.9

1,234.7
2.326.4
2,547.0
2,547.4
2,298.1
1,617.8

521.9
455.3
392.1
238.5
271.3

1,291.1
2.537.6
2.751.7
2,827.2
2.664.3
2,038.6 

7537 
7162
684 2 
548.3
814.2

3,176.7 14,450.4 17,627.1

I

!
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TABLE 3. ALL I’EKSONS: HANDICAP ANO DISABILITY STATUS BY S'l ATRS AND TEBBITORIES BY SEX 
ACSTHALIA, 1993

C0(M))

Disahdtiy

Slates/Terrtlorie.t Haniticup No tu2n(iicap Total No iiLvahUiiy Total

MALI'S
New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
Sixith Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital 'I'crrilory

392.8
295.1
234.3
124.6
118.4
35.7

8.7
17.3

125.6 
102.5
73,2 
31.4 
41.5
9,2 

• 3.1 
•6.2

518.3
397.5 
307.5 
156.0 
159.9
44.9 
11.8
23,5

2,465.3
1.812.8
1.243,3

568.8
680.3
188.9
75.8

126.3

2.983.6
2,210.3
1.550.8

724.7
840.2
233.8

87.6
149.8

Ao''>raf'3 1,226.7 392 6 1,619.3 7.161.5 8.780 8

W’MALliS
New South Wales 
Victoria
Qut 'nsland
South Australia
Western Australia 
Tasmania
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital TerTiti>ry

410.4
345.0
221.0
117.0
120.3
34,1 
• 6.7
18.9

86.9
75.4
53.7
27.8
24.8

8.3

•46

497,3 
420 5 
274.7 
144 9 
145.1
42 4 

9.0
23.6

2,519.0
1,830.7
1,269.5

590.5
687.2
195.3
71.8

125 0

3,0163
2,251.2
1.544.2

735.3
832.3
237.7

80.7
148.5

Australia 1,273 5 283 8 ¡.5574 7288 9 8,846 2

New South Wales
Vkioria
Qu&’stsland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
Northern Territory
Australian Capital Territory

803.2 
6t0.I 
455.3 
241,6 
238 6
61.8 
15.4 
362

177,9 
126.9
59 2 
irf. 4
17.5 

• 5.3
10.8

1,015.6
818.0
582.2 
3iK) 8
305.0
87 3 
207
47.0

4,984.3
3,643.4
2,512,8 
1.159.2 
1,367.5

384 2 
147.6
251.3

5.999.9 
4,461.4 
3,095.0
1.460.1
1,672.5 

471.5 
168.3 
298.3

Australia 2,5i»n.2 5,176.7 14.450.4 17.627.1
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TABLE 4. ALL PERSONS: HANDICAP AM) DISABILITY RATI-» BY S'!’ATES AND TEKKITOKIES BY SEX 
AUSTRALIA. 1993

(Rate per 1000 pupulu(ion)

t
If Dutahility

Síaies/Terriíories Handicap No handicap Total No duabdily

MALES

i

New South Wales
Victoria
Queensland
South Australia
Western Australia
Tasmania
N«ihcm Territory
Australian Capital Territory

132 
133
151
172 
141
153
99

115

42 
46
47 
43
49
39

• 35
* 41

174
180
198
215
190
192
134
157

826
820
802
785
810
808
866
843

Australia 140 45 lft4 816

i I'EMALES

p

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

Australia

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
Australian Capital Territory

Australia

136
153
143
159
145
143

* 83
128

29 
34
35
38 
30
35

* 28
• 31

165 
187
178
197
174
178 
HI
159

835
813
822
803
826
822
889
841

144

134
143
147
165
143
148

142

176 824

PERSONS
35
40
41
41
40
37

• 31
36

169 
183
188 
206
182 
185
123 
158

831
817
812
794
818
815
877
842

ISO 820

J
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TABLE 5. ALL PERSON.S: LIVING ARRANGEMEVI’S BY DISABILITY STA'I LS BY AGE 
AIS'I'RALIA, 1993

(’(MM))

Age grou/t fyears)

Lining arrangernenis 024 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75 anti over Totat

Households 
Lives akxic 
Lives with other 

people
Total

Establishments 
Hospital 
Retirement village 
Other

Total

Total with disabihty

Households 
Lives alone 
Lives with other 

people
Total

Establishments 
Hospital 
Retirement village 
Other

Total

Total wi'h no dtsabilily

Households
Lives alone
Lives with othtr 

people
Total

Gsublishments 
Hospital 
Retirement village 
ex her

Total

Total Persons

11.9 37.7

DISABIUry

44.9 58.9 H4.3 152.5 173.0 563.3

455.8 
4Ó7.7

236.8
274 4

3\6.2
361.1

35H.O 
416 9

4(i0.7
435.0

426.8
3 79. J 433.9

2,455.1
3,07^4

•2.0
••0.1 
• 2.6 
*4.6

• 2.8
••0.0
• 2.5
• 5.3

• 2.8 
*•0.0 
• 2.3 
• 5 I

••0.1
•*1.5
• 39

•2.9
••0.6
•4.2
• 78

* 6.0
• 5.3
113
22 6

17.1
28.1
63.8

7W.0

'55.n 
34 3 
88.1

75<?2

472 3 279.7 366 2 420 ft 492 f( 601 9 542 9 3.1767

63.0 156.3

SO DLSABHJ TY

139.2 H9.6 114 3 1 M.O 111.3 H17,6

6,044.6
6.7076

2.39 LO
2S47 3

2,158 8
2.298 0

1,528.2
1.617 7

><02 5 
976 8

483 8
627 A

••0.0 ••0.0

**0.5
*•0.5

••0.1
••0 7

••00
••oo

••0.2 
••02
••oj

••0 0
• 2.3
••0 4
• 2 *

155 6 
266 A

0
••o.l 
• 3.0 
••14
•44

13,624 5
14.442 1

•*0.2 
• 5 6 
• 25

8 3

6.103.1 2.5474 2.29li t 1,617 h

lOlAl.

9772 630 6 2713 14 45G4

74.9 194.0 1S4 2 14S 5 l‘ib 6 2S4.3 13809

I

6.500.4
6.575.3

2,621.8
2.82! 8

2.475.0
2/59 7

1.886 I
2 P34 6

i.2b3 2
1,461 8

9106 
¡207 I

416.5
700 A

16.079.6 
¡7.4(^6

• 2.0 
••0.1
•3.0
•50

••0.0
• 2.5

• 2.8
••0.0
• 2.3

••0.1

•59

•*0.9
• 4 4

A 2

• 6 0 
• 1.7 
W.l 
25 4

17.2
31.1
65 1

113 5

36.0 
399
90.6 

/66J

6,580.4 2,827.2 2.W»4.3 2,0.38.6 1,469.9 1,2.32.5 814.2 17.627.1
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TABLEÓ. ALL PERSONS IN HOUSEHOLDS: HANDICAP AND DISABILIIY STATUS BY COUNTRY i)F BIRTlf BY SEX 
AUSTRALIA, 1993

Disability

Country of birth Handicap No handicap Total No ditabilily Total

MALI’S
Oceania and AniarcUca 

Australia
New Zealand 
Other

Europe and the Eormcr USSR 
UK and Ireland
Southern Europe 
Western Europe 
Northern Europe 
Eastern Europe 
Other

Middle [¿astand North Africa
Southeast Asia
Northeast Asia
Southern Asia
Northern America
South/Central Amcrici, Caribbean 
Africa (cxcl North Africa) 
Not slatcd(a)

886.2
14.6

•*1.3

1(X).7 
18.2 
21.1 
•4.5
17.3 

• 1.3
14.9 

• 5.5
*•1.3 
•6.4
• 4.6 
* 2.4 
• 6.8

Total IJ79.7

293.6 
•7.8

*•0.7

40.7 
16.4
9.*)

••1.8

••0.6
•2.2
•2.7
••1.*/ 
••1.1 
* |.‘>

•*1.5

ITMAIJ-S

1,179.8
22.4
• 2.0

5,565.4
119.0
48.1

6.7d5.2
141.4
50 1

141.4
94.6 
37.6 
• 6.3
19.7 

• 7.8
17.1
8.2 

• 3.3 
• 7.5 
• 6.5 
• 3.0

8.3

445.2
264.2
104.2

13.0
53.8
14.2
78.1

188.8
83.5
68.5
29.8

45.2
13.0

586.6 
358.7 
141.9

19.3 
73.5 
22.0 
95.3

197.0 
86.7
75.9 
36.3 
Tin 
53.5 
13.0

1^65 5 7.JS8.6 8.724.i

Oceania and Antarctica
Australia
New Zealand 
Other

Europe and the Eormer USSR 
UK and Ireland
Southern Europe 
Western Europe 
Northern Europe 
Eastern Europe 
Other

Middle East and North Africa 
Southeast Asia
Northeast Asia
Southern Asia
Northern America
South/Central America, Caribbean 
Africa (excl North Africa) 
Not statcd(a)

894.2
10.8 

• 2.0

211 3 
• 2.0

1,105 5
12.9

• 4.1

5,702.9
124.5
41.2

6,808.4
137.3
45.4

Total +
Oceania and Antarctica

Australia
New Zealand
Other '

Europe and the Fonrwr USSR 
UK and Ireland
Southern Europe 
Western Europe 
Northern Europe 
Eastern Europe 
Other

Middle East and North Africa
Southeast Asia
Northeast Asia 
Southern Asia 
Northern America 
South/Central America, Caribbean 
Africa (excl North Africa) 
Not siatcd(a)

Total

106.0 
69 2 
23.4 
• 2.6
111

• l.h 
11.7 
18.1

• 3.0 
• 3.9

8.
••0.
• 3.

3 
1
7

••I 0

1.9
6.6

• 5.5

* 2.1 
••0.5 
*•12 
••0 8 
••1.3 
••1,8

135.2 
79 1
31.7 
• 2.6
14.7
8.6

11.7 
20.2 
• 3.5 
• 5.1

438.4
234.5
104.8

12.1
42.3
14.4
71.4

215.3
96.1
62.4
29.0
24.3
50.3
19,8

573.5
313.6
136.5

14.7
57.0
23.0
83.1

235.5
99.6
67.5
31.7
32.1
57.7

, 19.8

i J 77.5

1.780.4
25.4
•3.3

206.7
147.4
51.1

28.4

26.6
23.6 
• 4.3
10.3

* 6.5
9.0

12.3

2357.2

275 4 J.452 9 7.283.5 8.736.4

PERSONS

504.9
9.8

69.9 
26.3 
18.2

••1.8 
•6.1

••1.5 
•2.2 
• 4.8 
• 2.4 
• 2.3 
• 2.8
••1.9
•3.3

(1) Country of birth data not obtained for boarding school pupils in special dwellings.

2,285.3
35.3
• 6.2

11,268.3
243.4

89.3

13,553.6
278.7

95.5

276.6 
173.7 
6*13

8*9 
34.5 
16.4 
28.8 
28.4 
• 6.8
12.6 
9.3

10.9 
15.6 

D

883.6
498.6
209.0

25.1
96.0
28,6

149.5
404.1
179.6
130.9
58.8
49.0
95.5
32.8

1,160.2
672.3
278.4

34.0
130.5
45.0

178.4
432.5
186.3
143.5
68.0
59.9

111.2
32.8

5,0IX.4 14,442.1 17,460.6

a
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TABLE 7. ALL I'ERSON.S AGED 5 YEARS AND OVER IN HOL'SEIIOLDS: HANDICAP AND I’ISAHIi n V At.TIVITIES
rOR WHICH HELP WAS NEEDED AND ACi'IVI'I'lES lOK WHICH HELI WAS RE(,EIVED

AUSTRALIA, IW3

Dtsahtltiy___

Ifaruiicap No lujndtcap Total No íiivahUiíy Total

Aaivtliet for which help 
was needed

Self-care
Mobility
Verbal communication 
Health care
Home help 
Home maintenance 
Meal Preparation 
Personal affairs 
Transport

Total needing any help 
at all(»)

331.2
494.3
107.7
468.4
632.8
920.0
168.7
278.4
682.8

10.3
9.6

33.5
••1.1

331.2
494.3
107.7
478.7
642.5
953.5
169.7
283.9
708.2

62.4 
191.5 
• 7.7 
30.3

203.8

331.2
494.3
107.7
478.7
704.9

1,145.0
177.5
314,2
912.0

¡.410.5 f>8 4 1.478.9 346 5 1.825 4

Activities few which help 
was received

Self-care
Mobility
Verbal communication 
Health care
Home help 
Home maintenance 
Meal preparation 
Personal affairs 
Transport

Total receiving any help 
al all{h}

312.0
446.3

82.7
432.5
540.0
857.0
148.5
260.7
634.7

•6,5 
27,1

• 4.0 
24.5

312.0
446.3

82.7
442.5
546.5 
884.1
148.5
264.7 
659.2

44.2 
171.8 
• 4.6 
30.3

198.4

312.0 
446.3

82.7 
442-5 
590.7

1,055.8 
153.2
295.0 
857.6

Total

(a) Needs help with at least one

1.313.6

2,300.9

59.1

661.2

1.372.7

2.962.1

318 1 1.690 8

13.207.4 16.169.6

activity. Total may be Icsi than sum of compoiwnw siikk persons may need help with more than one activity, (b) Receives help with at least
one activity. Toul may be leas than sum of components sircc persons may rcccntve help with mine than «xie activity.

B
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TABLE 8. ALL PERSONS AGED 15 TO 64 YEARS IN HOUSEHOLDS: EMPLOYMENT STATUS/a) BY HANDICAP AND DISABIIJTY 
STATUS BY AGE BY SEX 

AUSTRALIA, 1993 
('000)

Handicap and disability .status
byagegrimp CyforsI________ Etupbtyed llnentplttyed

Total in the 
labour Jone

MALES

Not in the 
labour force Total

Unemployment 
rate (°hi

Participation 
rate

Handicap 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64
Tofal

22.4
45.3
69 3
774
60 3

274 6

14 3 
156 
204 
12.9
10 9 
74.0

367
609
897
90.2
71 I

345.7

32.7 
260 
40 1
72.1 

143 5 
3/4 3

69 4 
86 8

129.8 
162.3 
2147 
663 0

389 
25.6 
228 
14 3 
15.3 
27 2

529 
70.1 
69 1 
556 
33 I 
32 6

Disability withcxit handicap 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64
Total

¡85 
41.9 
52.8 
56.6 
32.4

202 3

•6.5
• 1.9
* 3 9
•5.7
•69
30 8

25.0
49.8 
567 
623 
39.3

?J3 1

• 7.0
• 2 9
••1 0
•2.7
196
33 2

32.0
52.7
57.7
65 0
589

266 2

25.9
15 8
6.8
9 1

176
732

1%.2 
94.5 
983 
95 9
66.7
57.3

No disability 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64
Total

700.6 
1.077.1 
1,034.7

742.4
323.8 

3.5756

209 1 
162.2
81 5 
384
28.7 

3/9 9

909 6 
1.239 3 
1.116.2

7808
3526 

4.395 3

3906 
33 6 
28.2 
31 7

1072 
39/ 3

1.300 3 
1272 8 
1.1444

812.5 
459 7

4.989. 7

230
13 1
7.3
49
8 1

775

700 
97 4 
975
96 1
76.7
55.2

All persons 
15-24 
25-34 
’3-44 
45-54 
55-64

741 5 
1.164 3 
1,1568

8764 
4165

229 8 
185 6 
105.8
569 
46 5

971 4 
1.349 9 
1.262 6

933 3 
4630

430 3 
62 4
69 3 

106 4 
270.3

1.401 7 
1.4123 
1,331 9 
1.039 7

733 3

23.1
13 7
8 4
6.1

10 1

69.3 
956
94 8 
89.8 
63.1

Total 4.355.5 6^ 7 4.980 2 938 7 5.918 9 ¡2.5 84 I

FEMAI.HS
Handicap 

15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64
Total

24.1
36.8
53.8
53.7
25.0

/93 9

I? 4 
13 0 
14.9 

• 7.2 
•2-9 
303

37 I 
49 8 
68.7 
60.9 
27.9 

244 3

34.7 
42 3 
563
92.7 

141 4 
367.3

71.8 
92 1

1250 
153.6 
169 3 
677 5

33 5 
26 I 
21.7 
119 
10.3
20 7

51.7 
54 1 
549 
39,7 
165
39 9

Disability withrxit handicap 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64
Total

134
29.1
33.9
23.2
14.7

¡14 4

• 4.5
• 3.9 
• 3 5
• 2.0 
••0 9
/4.7

179 
33 0 
37.4 
25.2 
156

729 7

10 8 
99

11.2 
10.9 
265
69 4

2^.1 
429
486 
36.1
42.1 

795 4

250 
11.8
9.2 
7.8
58

77 4

62.3 
77.0 
769
697 
37.1 
65.7

No disability 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64
Total

599.8
799.1
800.1
522.8
154.4

2.576 3

1687
102 4
80.3
44,2

402.

768,5 
901,5 
8805 
5669
161 6

3.279 I

411.9
313.Q
273.1
238.3 
355 4

7.717 7

1.246 4 
12745
1.153 6

805.2
5170

•7.996.?

22.0
114 
9 1
7.8

¡2 3

61 7 
IQ.l 
163 
70.4 
31 .3 
636

All persons 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64

631.9
865,0
887.8
599.6
194.1

185 6 
119.3
98.7 
53.4
11.0

823.5 
984.3
986.5 
653.0 
205 1

523.4
425.1 
.340.7
341 9
523.4

1,346.9
1,409.4
1.327.3

994 9
728.5

22.5
12.1
100
8.2

61 1
69 8
74.3
65 6
28.2

Total 3.184.5 468.0 3.652.5 2.154 5 5.8070 ¡28 62 9
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TABLE 8. ALL PERSONS AGEO 15 TO 64 YEARS IN HOUSEHOLDS: EMPLOYMENT STATUS(a) BY HANDICAP AND DISABILIIY 
STATUS BY AGE BY SEX 

AUSTRALIA, 1993 
('000> continued

-Il

Handicap and disability status 
by agf group (years) Employrd Unemptoyfd

Total in the 
labour Jone

PERSONS

Not in the 
laliour Joree Total

I fnempioyment 
______ rate (%/

Panlcipatiun 
rate '‘!o)

Handicap 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
Total

47 1
82 I 

123 0 
131 0
85 3 

46«*. 3

267
28.6
354
20.1
13.8

/J4 3

13 n 
110 6 
1584 
151 I
990 

593.0

67.4 
68 2
96 4 

1647 
2849 
6.V/A

141..3 
178.9
2548 
3159
384.0

1.274.7

362 
25 8
22.3 
13.3 
13 9 
2/0

523
61 8 
622
47.8 
258 
46 5

Disabilily without handicap 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 
Total

31 9 
710
86 8 
79.8
47 1 

3/6.7

110 
118

• 7.3 
•7.6 
*7.8 
43 5

429 
828 
94 I
87.5
54 9 ; ll'SJÿ.

362 2

17.8 
128
12 3 

. 13 6
46 1

/025

60 7 
956 

106.3 
101 0 
lOi I 
464 7

25 5 
142
78
8.7

14.3 
/2 6

707 
866 
88.5 
86 6
54 3 
77 9

No tlisAÖilitv 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64 - 
Total

All persons 
15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54 
55-64

1,300 4 
1.876.2 
1,834.9 
1,265.2

478.3 
6.754 9

1,379.5 
2.029.3 
2,0447
1.476.0

610.6

Total 7.540.0

311.3
264.6 
161 8
82.6
35 9

922.7

1,678 2 
2,1408 
1,9961 
1,347 8

514.2 
7.677 5

868 5 
406.6 
301 4
270 0 
462 6

2.309 0

2,547.3
2,298.0
1,617.7

9768
9.9?f6 5

22.5 
124
8.1 
6 1
7.0 

120

65.9
84.0 
869
83.3
52.6
76 9

415 5
304 9
204 4 
110 3
57.5

\.19A9 
2,334.2
2 249 I 
1,586 4

668 1

W1 
487 6 
4100 
448 3 
793.7

2.7486 
2.821.8 
2,659 I 
2,0346 
1,461.8

23.1 
13 1
9 1
7.0
86

653 
82.7 
846 
780
457

1,092.7 »,632.7 3,093 J 11,726.0 12.7 13.h

^1

(a) Dau in thia uble may differ from that .eported in the Labour Force Survey due to differences in survey sample size, the scope .ulcs applied and the compiexity of the 
questions asked to determine labour force sun«.
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TABLE 9. all PERSONS AGED 15 TO 64 YEARS IN HOUSEHOLDS: EMPLOYMENT STATUS{a) BY 
SEVERITY OE HANDICAP AND DISABILITY STATUS BY SEX 

AUSTRALIA, 1993 
(’000)

Severity of handicap and 
di.tahilih .iiatufi Employed Unemployed

Total in the 
labour Jorce

MALES

N<w in the 
lahtiurjaree Talal

I 'nemployment 
rale

1
ralt f

Participo*
rata f

Handicap 
Profound 
Severe 
Moderate 
Mild
Nut determinodlb) 

Total with handicap

106 
274 
48 6

123 7 
644

•25
•6.3 
100 
296 
256 
74 0

13.1
33.7
585

153 3
900

546 7

51.2
51 0
63 6

1134
49 1

3/43

50 5 
84 8

122.1 
266 7 
139 1
665 0

190 
188
170 
193 
28.5 
2/2

2b \ 
39 8
47 9 
57.5 
64 7
52 6

Thsability wiihuut handicap 202.3 30 8 ■»33 I 33 2 266 2 132 87.5

No disability 3.878 6 5199 4,398 5 591.3 4.989 7 118 88.2

Total 4.555.5 624 7 4.9110 2 9M7 S.91A9 125 «¥4 I

FEMALES

Handicap 
Profound 
Severe 
Moderate 
Mild
Not detennined(b) 

Total with handu ap

* 5 2 
30 8 
339 
920 
32.0

/93 9

••17 
103
8 1 

19.3 
ill
50 5

• 6 9 
41 I
42 0 

111.3
43 1

244 5

430 
61 8
70 1

1380
545

567 5

49 9 
102 9 
112 1 
249 3
97 6 

6116

24.5 
250 
193 
174 
258
20 7

138 
39.9 
37.5 
44 6 
44.2 
59 9

Disability wiihuut handicap 1144 147 129 I 694 198 4 65.1

No disability 2,8763 402 8 3.279 I 1.717,7 4.996 8 12.3 656

Total 5./lt4 5 4660 5.652.5 2.154 5 5.1107.0 I2ê 62.9

PERSONS

Handicap 
Profound
Severe
ModerMe
Mild
Not delermined(b) 

Total with handicap

158
582
82.5

2156
96.3 

46A5

*42 
166
18 1 
489
367 

/245

200 
74 8

1005 
264 6
133 1 
593 0

802 
112 9 
1337
251 4 
103 6 
66Í.S

1002
1877
234.2
5159
236.7

/.274 7

209 
22.2 
180 
185 
27.6 
2/.0

199 
399 
429 
51.3 
562 
46 5

Disability without handicap 316 7 455 362 2 102.5 464 7 12.6 77.9

No disability 6.7549 922.7 7,677.5 2,3090 9.986 5 12.0 76.9

Total 7.546.0 1,092.7 8.632.7 3,093J 11.726.0 12.7 73,6

(a) Dau ia this table may difTef from that reported in the Labour Force Suney due to differeaces in ««vey wnpte size, the scope rules applied and the complexity of the 
(b) Compnies penoos with a schooling or employment limitation only and persons whose oely limitation was does notquewioiu asked to detennine labour force uaxus 

use the toilet'

■
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TABLE 10. ALL PERSONS AGED 15 TO 64 YEARS IN IIOUSEHOl.DS: EMPLOYMEN I .STATLSf«) BY HANDICAP AND 
DISABILITY STATUS BY STATES AND TERRI TORIES

AUSTRALIA, 1993
(W)

Emplo^ftu .itatus MVFi’ Kic __ .S'^ 

HANDICAP

7as NT 4fT ^uiirti/la

Efi^floyed
Unemployed
Total in the labtiur Jorce

131 8
36 4

166 !

124 I 
292 

¡332

9i21
30.3 

//29

41 9 
IIO 
32 9

59 4
120 
7/4

IIO 
•30 
/40

*5b
••I 5
•72

120

t3 3

468 5 
1245 
593.0

8 5N(M in the tabiHir forte 2139 170 6 J407 61 I 62.5 20 8 •15 681 8

Total ifl20 323 ft 253 6 114 i t33 9 ¡0 7 2i /t /.274 1

f^nicipMion rale (%) 440 41.3 445 464 53 3 40 1 669 61 0

34 H

46.3

DISABILITY

Employed
Unerr^iluyed
Toial in the labour force

2289
487

2776

200 6
43 8

244 4

1449
39 4 

¡64 2

692
13.9
430

930
16 5 

/W5

198 
• 4 I 
23 9

9 b 
•20 
//d

192
•*l 7
2/ 0

785 I 
170.0 
933 I

Not in the labour 'jrce 2486 1992 159 0 70 7 695 236 •39 97 784.3

Total 526 2 4436 343.2 ¡S3lt f79 0 47 3 ¡5 5 30 7 1.739.4

Participaiiofl rate (%) 52.8 55 I 53.7 540 61 2 504 141 3496143

NO DISABILITY
Employed
Unerr^loyed
Total tn the labourforce

2321 8
308 5

2.630 4

1.690 1
267 7

1.95 7 6

1.1647
153.9

1.316 6

551 7 
700

62! 7

b47 2
81 9

729 2

1735
21.7 

/95 2

7| 7 
9 3 

4/0

134 I
9 6 

/43 7

6.7549
9221

7.677 3

Not in the labour force 8145 580 4 395 I 187 6 211 6 6'4 199 36 6 2..309.0

Total 3.444 9 2.536 1 f.7i3 6 609 3 940 7 236 7 100 9 160 2 9.946 3

Participation rate (%) 764 77.1 76.9 76.8 77,5 75.5 80.3 79.7 169

Employed
Unerr^oyed
Total in the labour force

2,5508 
.357 2

2.9040

I.Si'OK 
311 4

2.202 2

TOTAL
1.309 5 (

193 3
1.5026

620 9
83 8

704 7

7402
98 4 

A54 6

1933
25 9 

2/92

81 .3
II .3 
92 6

153 3 7.5400 
1,092-7 
6.632 7

Not in the labour force 1.063.2 779.5 5540 258 4 281 1 870 23 8 46 3 3,093.3

Total 3,971.2 2,901.7 2.056.9 963.1 1.119.7 306.2 116.4 210.9 11,726.0

ParticipMion rMe (%) 73.2 73.9 73 I 732 74 9 716 79.5 78 1 73.6

/rt4 6

(a) Datais thia uUiIe may dilTer from that reported is the Labour Force Survey duv to differencet inaur%'ey sample ¿ze. the set^ rules aj^ied and the complexity of the 
questions asked to detennirte labour force status.
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TABLE 11. PERSONS WITH A DISABIIJ'I’Y IN HOI SEHOLDS. WHO NEED HELP: TYPE OF MAIN PROVIDER OF ASSLSTANCE BY 
ACTIVITDSS FOR WHICH HELP WAS NEEDED BY HANDK’AP S''rATL’S

AL'S'I RALIA, 1993
(•(HMD

Aclivtties for which help was needed

Type cf main provider of 
assistance Self-care Mobil iiy

Verbal 
corrvnun- 

icalian
Health Meal

help inainlenance preparation
Personal 

affairs Transport TotaHa)

Informal help frtxn

Mother 
Father 
Daughter 
Son
Other relative 
I'ri end/nei gh bou r

150.8 
62,1 
• 4.1
35.5

9.1 
10.3 
10.7

183.9
69.9 
• 4.9
70.4
24.2
28.1
40.4

11.2 
38.4 
• 4.6 
•7.3 
•5.2 
•7.9 
••0.7

139.6
25.9

••1.5
40.2

8.7
14.8
10.4

252.8
31.9

••1.6
65.5
18.8
30.8
21.1

318.1
14.2
18.4
45.5

120.8
74.1
75.4

68.4 
22.6
• 2.0 
20.8 
• 5.6

99 
• 3.7

97.2
48.3
•6.0
42.5
14.3
21.1
21.3

229.5
58.4
14.7

115.2
45.2 
594
75.7

611.2
142.6
35.5

193.3
154.1
152.6
168.4

i'ormal help from 
Hume carc/home

helpZcouncil 
handyperson

Communtiy/homc 
nursing

Pnvately arranged 
belp/commercially 
provided service

Meals on wheelt(b) 
Voluntary community 

asaisiance scheme
Physiotherapist
Ch i ropod i si/ptxii at rt st 
Speech theraptstfe) 
Other

•5.5 •2.6 • 3.S IAS) 22.2 ••0.9 11.9 96.1

11.5

•3.7

8.8

• 7.6

• 3.8

• 4.1

•6.3

••0.8

••1.7

••in 
•4.2

28.3

16 7

‘•0.1

143.3

8.2

• 2.9 ••1.0 ••1.2 ••1.4 •6.2 44.7

43.9 170.2 • 2.2
10.2

•3.8 23.4 214-8
10.2

•*O.l

• 2.3

••1.6 ••1.0 •6.0

22.5 •7.0 13.6

143.3 
••0.7 
52.3

No provider of assistance 19.2 48.1 25.0 36.3 96.0 69.4 21-2 19.2 49.1 317.1

Total 33IJ 494J 107.7 478.7 M2.5 953.5 169.7 283.9 7082 1,478.9

(a) Needs help with st least one activity. Total may be less than sum of comp<Tienis since persons may need help with more than one activity, (b) Meals on wheels only 
applicab*e to help with meal preparation, (c) Speech therapist only applicable to verba! communicauon handicap

TABLE 12. PERSONS WITH A DISABILITY IN HOLSEHOLDS, WHO NEED HELP: ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH HELP WAS 
NEEDED WI I’H BY AGE 

zWS’ERALIA, 1993
(’000)

Activilies for which 
help was needed

Self'Care 
Mobility
Verbal communication 
Health care
Home help 
Home maintenance 
Meal preparaittxt 
Personal affairs 
Transport

0-14

47.7
43.1

15-24 25-34 35-44

Total (a) 78.6

iyears)

45-54 55-64 65-74 75 arai aver Total

18.7
30.6
15.9
18.8
23.5
29.6
12.6
39.4
40.6

21.8 
39.3 
*7.6
27.5 
36 4
50.3 
16.5
32.5 
‘.2,2

39.5 
53.6
• 4.3 
31.0 
62.2 
74.8 
16.3 
26.7 
40.8

42.6
58.6 
• 5.0
48.8
79.6

113.5
14.4
29.3
59.5

36.0
54.9 
•6.2
53.2
96.5

153.7
14.3
28.3
87.8

50.3
82.0
106

122.8
141.8
246.8

31.0
43.3

171.1

74.5
132.2

19.5
176.6
202.5
284.9
64.6
84.4

234.4

331.2
494.3
107.7
478.7
642.5
953.5
169.7
283.9
708.2

79.9 S').! 135.4 176.9 226.4 334.6 347.9 1,478.9

(1) Needs help with at least one activity. Total may be less than sum of components since pcisisis may need help with more than one activity.
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TABLE 13. PERSONS WITH A DISAIIll.l l V; TYPE OP' MAIN DISABLIN'«; CONDITION BY AGP: BY SEX
AtS'l KAIJA, 1993 

(’000}

Type of rttain ditabling condilion 0-Í4 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75 and over Tcftai

MALI'S

Mental disorders
Mental psychoses
Other mcn’al disorders

Total wtth mental disorders

**0.1
43.7 
4J8

* 2.0 
21.5 
23.5

•5.9
16.5
22 4

•5.1
10.0
75.2

•3.8
15.1
79.0

•2.7
12.1
74.8

•2.7
•7.1

9.8

8.7
• 3.4
72.7

31.1
129.5
160. ó

Physical cotiditions
Disorders of the eye and adnexa
Disorders of the ear and mastoid

process
Nervous system diseases
Circulatory diseases
Respiratory diseases
Arthritis
Other musculoskeletal disorders
Head injury/strokc/any other

brain damage
All other diseases and conditions

Total with physical conditions

4.1
15.0

9.2
* 2.0
39.7

••16

42.8
779.7

Total J62 9

•>4.1
14.8

9.2
26.1

* 4.5
37.6

10.3
43.5

• 5.r
43.7

8.8
59.2

9.9
42.4

57.1
282.3

Menul disorden
Mental psychoses
Other menul disorders

Total with menial disorders

••0.1
18.6
78.7

*7.7
••0.1

13.9
*3.8
10.2 

• 3.9

10.6
* 2.1

• 6.2
21.1
• 5.3

\1.6
• 5.8

8.4
17.7
42.5
• 3 0

11.4
18.3
14.5
30.7
37.3
• 2.5

}0.0

18.1
43.7
392

8.2

10.4 
48.0
28.0 
48.U 
26.9 
• 5.4

10.0
32.7
13.8
41.8

8.4
• 3.1

86.9
150.6
148.3
191.9
190.3
33.1

20.5
79 6

103 I

**1.6
21.5
25 7

27.1
720 2

¡42 6

ji:mali:s

• 2.6
20.1
23 3

37.9
774 9

¡9(U

* 4.6
29.6
34 2

41.8
2704

229.4

* 4.2 
22.0 
262

536
263 2

2780

• 2.6
17.3
79 9

51.V>
292.4

302 2

•3.8
13.5
77.5

36.1
198.9

2H.0

20.0
10.3
30.3

318.3
7,458 8

¡.6i93

39.4
153.5
192.9

Physical corKlitions
Disorders of the eye and adnexa
Disorders of the ear and mastoid

[xocess
Nervous system diseases
Circulatory diseases 
Respiratory diseases 
Arthritis
Other musculoskeletal disorders
Head injury/strokc/any other

Imin damage
All other diseases and conditions 

Total with physical conditions

14.0
••1.7

12.2
•2.3
17.1

• 5.2
25.0

• 3.0
18.7

• 5.6
17.0

14.9
33.9

2i.2
29.1

64.9
167.6

Total

Menial disorders
Mental psychoses
Other menul disorders 

Total with menial disorders

Physical conditions
Disorders of the eye and adnexa
¡disorders of the car and mastoid

process
Nervous system diseases
Circulatory diseases 
Respiratory diseases 
Arthritis
Other musculoskeletal disorders
Head tnjury/stroke/any other 

brain damage
All other diseases and conditions 

Total with physical conditions

Total

8.9 
••0.3
31.0 

••0 1
• 4.6 
••1.7

21.2 
«6.0

104.7

•*0.2
62.3
62.5

8.2
29.0

18.1 
• 2.3 
70.6 

••0.1
9.3 

• 3.3

64.0
205.7

267.6

9.0
• 2.7 
21.1
• 5-1
• 6.8
* 2.0

10.7
• 6.9
15.1

16.8
• 4.0

12.2 
• 4 9
149
18.7
32.1

11.0 
• 5.7
13.3
36.2
36.8
•2.7

10.0
21.4
16.4
53.9
29.3

••1.8

10.7
32.3
18.0

101.4
22.9
*6.2

17.6
51.7
12.4
85.0
19.5

• 5.2

90.1 
126.0 
142.1 
312.4 
168.7
26.5

18.1
78.6

101.6

• 3.6 
43.0 
4Ó-6

•6,3

16.8 
*2.8 
35.0

8.8
17.0

*5.8

38.6
758.2

204.7

28.9
775.8

137 1

PERSONS

8.5 
37.3 
45 7

11.5
43.2

21.3
9.5

27.0
18.2
37.8
9.3

56.1
234.0

279.7

26.1
742.0

1761

9.7
39.6
49.5

62.6

29.7
10.7
23.3
36.4
74.6
•5.9

64.0
5/6.9

366.2

31.1
165.2

1914

8.0
37.2
45 2

13.4
62.2

22.4 
24.1
27.8
66.9
74.1 
*5.3

79.5
575.6

420.8

39.5
794 8

42.2
282 4

52.3
301.6 1,364 4

214.7 299.7 332.0 7.5574

• 5.3 
29.4 
34.7

II.I
60.7

20.0
62.5
34.5
97.6
68.5
10.0

93.1
458.7

492.8

* 6.5 
20.5 
270

28.7
13.7

70.5 
282.9 
353J

23.7
93.1

38.1
72.0

122.0
450.0

21.1
80.2
45.9

149.3
49.8
11.6

lOO.O
574.9

601.9

27.6
84.5
26.2

126.9
27.9

8.3

89.1
500.5

542.9

177.0
216.1
290.4
504.3
359.0
59.6

584.4
2,52J2

3,176.7
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TABLE 14. PERSONS WITH A HANDICAP: TYI’E «E MAIN DI.SABLING 

AUS'l'RALlA, 1993
____________________________ (’000)

(•OMJITION «V SEVERITY OF HANDICAP BY SEX

7'ypg of main dixahling condilian Profound Moderate Mild

Mental disorders
Mental psychoses
Other mental disorders

Totil with mental disorders

MALES

Not 
determinecKa) Total

13.6
23.3
36.9

•2.2
10.8 
/3.0

• 3.1
16.2
20.0

22.0
26 4

* 3.5
36.4
39.9

27.5
108.8
7J6.3

Physical conditions
Disorders of the eye and adneaa
Disorders of the ear and mastoid 

process
Nervous system diseases
Circulatory diseases
Respiratory diseases
Arthritis
Other musculoskelcul disorders
Head injury/stroke/any other 

brain damage
All other diseases and conditions

Total with physical conditions

*6.8
*5.0

28.0
12.3
9.1

12.5
11.0 

• 5.3

33.0 
¡23.1

160.0

•5.7
•2.6

11.1
11.6
10,8
19.2
26,9 
•5,8

26.8
¡20.5

¡33.5

* 2.8
8.4

• 1.9 
18.1 
15.4 
40.3 
48.5 
• 5.6

59.3
206 3

226.2

14.6
80.6

15.2
69.5
48.9
73.6
55.8
8.0

455 7

482 !

9.0
23.6

38.9
120.3

Menial disorders
Mental psychoses
Other mental disorders

Total with mental disorders

l-EMALiiS

25.2
18.0
43.2

•2.5
15.9 
¡8.4

* 2.5 
17.1 
¡9 6

• 2.4 
40.0 
42 4

14.4 
17.0
25.2 
13.0
22.9

• 5.4

16.5
128.4
109.5 
158.6
165.1 
30.1

54.4
/¿W 9

224.8

* 3.8
27.6
31.4

263.1

¡226.7

36.4
118.5

Physical conditions
Disorders of the eye and adnexa
Disorders of the car and mastoid 

process
Nervous syston diseases
Circulatory diseases
Respiratory diseases
Arthritis
Other musculoskeletal disorders
Head injury/stroke/any other 

brain damage
All other diseases and conditions

Total with physical conditions

17.8
•6.3

31.2
19.9
14.7
43.9
18.7
11.5

46.6
2167

Total 259.9

• 7.0
•7.1

10.2
13.2
12.9
42.5
27.0 
•2.1

21.2
1492

167.6

• 5.2
• 7.0

8.3
22.0
14.8
67.2 
33.9
• 2.8

48.4
209.6

229 2

17,3
58.1

12.9
45.2
43.0

110.0
51.1 
• 5.0

74.8
4Ì7.3

459.6

• 5.1
13.9

8.9 
• 6.6 
20.9 
17.8
20 4

30.1
¡25 8

/S7.J

52.4
92.4

77.5 
106.9 
106.4 
281.4 
151.1
22.8

221J 
¡.¡¡8.6

1273.5

Mental disorders
Menial psychoses
Other mental disorders

Total with menial disorders

PERSONS

38.9
41.3
80.2

•4.7
26.7
31 4

* 6.3
33.3
39.6

•6.8
62.0
68.8

*7.3 
64.0 
71J

Physical conditions
Disorders of the eye and adnexa
Disorden of the ear and mastoid 

process
Nervous system diseases
Circulatory diseases
Respiratory diseases
Arthritis
Other musculoskeletal disorders
Head injury/stroke/any other 

brain damage
All other diseases and conditions

Total with physical conditions

63.9
221.3
291.2

Total

24.6
11.3

65.2
32.1
23.8
56.4
29.8
16.8

19.6
339.8

419.9

(t) Comprises all children aged 0 to 4 years with a disability, persons 
the toilet'.

12.7
9.7

21.3
24.8
23.8
61,7
53.9
*7.9

54.0
269.7

3()L1

* 7 9 
15.5

31.8
138.7

14.2
37.4

91.3
21X6

16.1
40.1
30.2

107.5
82.4

8.5

\Q1.1
4¡5.9

28.0 
114.7
91.9 

183.5 
106.9
13.0

164.4
87J.0

941.8

23.4
23.6
46.2 
.30.8
43.3
• 6.8

154.0
235.3
215.9 
439 9
316.2
53.0

85.1
310.7

382.0

490.8
2209.0

2,500.2
with a schooling or cmploymer i luniiaiion only and penons whose only bmiiaUon was ’docs nor use
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TABLE 15. PERSONS WITH A HANDICAP: AREA OF HANDICAP AND SEVERITY OF HANDICAP BY AGE BY SEX 
AUS I RAMA. 1993 

I'OUfl)

Age ¡¿roup (jyars)

0-4 5-14 15-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75 and over Total

MALES
Area of handicap 

Self-care
Mobility 
Communication
Sch(M4ing 
Employment 
Persons with a handicap 

aged less than 5 years 317

32.7
56.4
30.7
864

35.6
14.8
12.2
41.8

24.0
54 8

54 5
92 1
11.8

52 I
111.8 
206

726 
1648
23 8

85 8 
1746
55.7

940 
»45.3
75.7

13.1 104.2 127.3 1779 131 0 953

429 1 
835.4
244,2 
99 2

751.2

31.7

Severity of handicap 
Profound 
Severe 
Moderate
Mild
Not determined<a)

Total
317
37 7

22.1
15 0 
12 3 
25.0
290 

103 5

123 
•5.3 
• 5 5
23.5 
240
70 6

100
13 6
13 9
260
26 1
89.5

10 7 
23.3
26.8
48 8
22.5

73? 0

10.3
22 6
29 8
69 2
32 3

764 7

17 1
20 1
47 8
99 3
>L2

213 5

260
167
56.2

117 5
15.8

232 2

51.5
17.0 
34 1 
72.8
93 

7^4 7

160 0
133 5
226 2
482 1
224 8

¡.226 7

Area of handicap 
Self-care
Mobility 
Communication
Schooling 
Employment 
Persons with a handicap 
aged less than 5 years 248

23.3 
374 
16 6 
49 6

EEMALES

115.9

63 8
131.7
169

113 4
216.7

42.4

140 3

197.3
2868
115.2

1699

560.4
992.1
234 9
60.2

746.6

24.8

Severity of handicap 
Profound
Severe
Moderate
Mild
Nck determinetKa) 

Total
24 8

16 9 
8.3 
8,3

13 0 
168 
63 3

11.5
84 

• 7.5 
31.2 
140 
72.5

*1.3 
203 
15 5 
394 
113 
933

<).2 
254 
20.8 
47 4 
24.3

11.7 
29 8 
30 9
57.2 
25.6

755 2

18,3 
190
384 
14 4 
224

¡72 4

467
26,4
61 7

1050
12.7

252.5

138,4 
30.0 
46 I
92.1 
•53

3119

259 9 
167.6 
229.2 
459 6 
157.1

1.273.5

PERSONS
Area of handicap 

Self-care 
Mobility 
Communication 
Schooling 
Employment 
Pentons with a handicap 
aged less than 5 years

559
93.8
47.2

136 0

340 
85,5
24.2
22.8 
83 1

553 
125 7
209

••06 
136 6

101 9 
178.7 
22 1

196.2

56 4

1156
2239

35 0

136 4
296 5
40 6

199,2
391 3
98 1

291.3
432.1
190 8

251 7 293 8 271.3 265.1

989.5 
1.827 5

479 I
159 4

1.497 9

56 4

Severity of handicap 
i^ofound
Severe
Moderate
Mild
Not determinetUa) 56 4

39.0 
23.3 
206 
380
45 8

23.8 
137 
12.9 
54.8 
38.0

17.3
33 9 
294 
654
37 4

199
48.7
47.6
96.2
46.9

21 9
52.4
60.7

126.4
57.8

35.4 
39.1
86 I

173.7
56 6

43.0 
1180 
222.5

28.5

189,9
47 1
80.2

164.8
14.6

419 9 
301.1 
455 5
941 8 
382.0

Total 56.4 166 J) 143.2 1833 259.2 319.2 390.9 484 6 496.6 2,500.2

(a) Comprises al! children aged 0 to 4 years with a disability, persoiti with a schooling or employment limitation only and persons whose only limitation was 'does not use the 
toilet’-
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TABLE 16. PERSONS WITH A HANDICAP: AREA OF ilANDIC AP AND SEVEKIT Y OF HANDICAP BY
S TATES AND TERRI TORIES BY SEX 

AUSTRAI4A, 1993 
COOtt)

Area of handicap 
Self-care 
Mobility 
Communicatitin 
Sch(K)ling 
I'mployment 
Persons with a handicap 
aged less than 5 years

Severity of handicap 
Profound
Severe
Moderate
Mild
Not determined(a)

Total

Area of handicap 
Self-care 
Mobility 
Communication 
Schooling 
Employment 
Persons with a handicap 
aged less than 5 years

Severity of handicap 
Profound
Severe
Moderate
Mild
Not determined(a)

Total

Area of handicap 
Self-care
Mobility
CorrunuDicatir^n
Schooling
EmploymeiJ
Persons with « handicap
aged less than 5 yeaia

of handicap 
Profound 
Severe 
Moderate 
Mild 
Not deterrruned(a)

Total

MALES

SA iTA 7'as NT AC7 A Wflralia

136,.3
271.9
78 6
31.4

234 8

10.3 I 
205.1
65 5 
21 3

1806

82.0 
155.3
40 0 
17.7

149.5

47 0 
«7.9 
24.1
9.9 

79.«

40« 
75.9 
230
1.3 K 
69 «

116
22 .3

8 6 
‘•19 
23 4

•2-3 
•68 
••0 8
••0 2 
•5 1

•6 1
10. .3

• 3 5
• 3 0

8.3

429,1 
«.354 
2442

99.2 
751,2

117 • 4.6 •7.1 •2.5 ••04 ••0.7 31.7

59.3
4.3.7
65.3

156.1
68..3

392.A

.36 4 
30 0 
546

125 4
48.7

295 7

27.6 
313
46 0 
79 8
496 

234.3

IbO
9.8

28.3
489
21.5 

/.Vrt

13 0
12 I 
22 4 
48 3 
226 

77774

• 4 8
• 3 5

1.3 1
8 8

35 7

••0,6
••1.2
••1.2
•45
••1.3

ii 7

• 2.2 
••1.« 
•30 
•6.0 
•4.2
77.3

1600
133 5
226.2
482.1
2248 

¡.2267

FEMALES

175.«
330.3

82.3
17.7

237.2

144.8
265 8
68.2
15 7

1950

91.7 
160 1
37.5 
119

133 6

59.2
97.4
19.2

• 5.4
70,7

57 8 
91.1 
19 0

• 5.8 
71 6

186 
286
• 4.3 
• 2 4 
22-8

*2.9
•48
••1.3
••03
•4.1

9.6 
140 

• 3 1 
••10

11.5

560.4
992.1
234.9
60.2

746.6

10 I • 3.5 • 1.9 • 2 9 ••0 6 ••0.2 ••0.2 24.8

88.0
55.1
74.0

150 1
43 1

470 4

67.8
4.3 9
56 5

127 8
490

345 0

449 
28 1 
35.0
19.5 
33.5

227 0

26.0
1.3 8
27.3
404

9.5
777.0

20 8 
16.5
24 2
43 8
14 9

720.3

8.2 
• 5.1 
* 7.0
10 5 

• 3 3 
34 7

••10 
••1.3 
••1.0 
•2.3
••II
*6 7

•3.2
• 3 8 
•4.2
•5.1 
•2.7 
7«¥.i>

259.9
167.6
229.2
459,6
157.1

7.273.5

PERSONS

312 I
602.1
160 9
49.2

472,0

247.9 
470 8 
1.33.7
37 0 

375 6

173.7
3154

77.6
295

283.1

106 2 
185.3 
43.3
15..3

150.5

98 6 
167.0
42.0
19.7

141 4

30 2
50 9
12.9

•5.2 
11.6

46 I
••0,5

9.3

15.7 
243 
•6.7 
• 3 9
199

9895
1.827 5

479 1
1594

1.497 9

17.0 14.7 10.6 •44 • 6.2 • 2 0 ••0.6 ’09 56.4

147.3 
98.9

139..3
306.2 
1114

104.2 
74 0

111.0
253.2
97.7

72.5 
59 4
81.0

159.3 
83 I

42.1 
23.6 
556 
89.3
31.0

3.3 8 
28 6 
46.7 
92.1 
37.5

13 0 
8 7

12 4 
23 6
12 1

••1.6 
•2.5
•2.1
•6.8
•2.4

•54
• 5.6

11.2
•6.9

419.9 
301.1 
455.5
941 8 
382.0

803.2 640.1 455.3 241.6 238.6 69.8 15.4 36.2 2,500.2
®* schooling or employment limiution only and persons whose only limitation was 'does not
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TABI.K 17. A1.I, PEK.SONS AGED 60 YE;a«S (JR MORE LIVING IN IIOL'SEIIOl.D.S : SELECTED ACTIV!TIEZ.S FOR WHICH HELP 
WA.S .NEEDED BV DISABILITY STATU.S BY AGE BY SEX

AUSTRALIA, 1993
('000)

Selected acthitiej far 
which help was needed 
by disability .siatus

____Agegidup \)

60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80 and over Total

Disability
Home help
Home maintenance
Meal preparation 
Personal affairs 
Transport
Total needing hetp(s}

MALES

21.0 
33 5
• 5 6
11.8 
124 
468

21 6 
34.2

* 11 
9 6

14 3 
44 4

30 7 
47.5

8 1
10 5
18 8

9

26.7 
33.8
104 
103 
205
42.6

38 8 
51 9 
160 
17.0 
40 5 
45.«?

138,9 
200 9
47.8 
59.2

106 4 
258 6

No disability 
Home help 
Home maintenance 
Mea< preparation 
Personal affairs 
Transport
Total needing help(n}

*25
*•1.6

*•1.8 
•3.8 
*7.,?

• 2 7
• 3 9
••0 7
• 4 5
• 3 8
// 6

• 3 5 
* 7 0

••16
• 2.5
¡0 7

•2.9
• 5.4
••10

8 6

•59 
9.2

• 2 6
• 2.4
• 6 3 
/5 9

176 
27 I 
• 51
10.3 
19 8

All persons 
Home help 
Home maintenance 
Meal preparation 
Personal affairs 
Transport
Total needing help{^)

23.5
35.1
*5.6
13.6
16.2
54.6

24.3 
38 1
8 4 

14 1 
18 0 
56 0

34 3 
54.6
96 

12.0
21.3 
49 5

29.1 
392 
11.3 
10.3 
24.0 
572

44 7 
61 I 
18 6 
194 
46 7
79 7

156 4
228.0

53.5
694

126.2
5//7

AU person.^ aged
60 years or more 554 ! 241 3 155.7 ¡20 5 ¡.¡96.0

Disability
Home help
Heme maintenance
Meal preparation 
Personal afTairs 
Tran^iort
Total needing help{s.}

FEMALES

25.5 
47.9 
•2 1 
•40
36.4 
64.9

37.6 
73.7
• 1.1 
102 
62 8 
95.4

51.9
91.3 
• 1.5
13 I
75.3

¡¡2.¡

53.9
880
11.3
15.0
79.0

/04.9

83.1
111.2
26.9
42.0
94.5

252.0
412.2

55 5
84.3

347.9
501.8

No disability 
Home help 
Home maintenance 
Meal preparation 
Personal affairs 
Transport
Total needing helpAs}

*53 
20.1

8.5
35.7

9.3
33.7

*30
37.0
54.2

• 3.1 
46 6 
72.7

* 3 4 
340 
5«S.9

*1.9
34.2

•*0.6
*4.3
32.9
53.2

13 7 
40.7

••14
• 5.6 
33.5 
55,5

44.8 
164.5 
•20 
20 I 

1840 
293.9

All persons
Home help
Home maintenance
Meal preparation 
Personal affairs
Transport
Total needing helpi.n}

30.8
68.1 
•2.1 
•7.0
13.4 

¡¡9.1

46.1 
1094 
• 1.1
13.9 

109.4 
¡67.5

61.2 
125.1 
•7.5
16.5 

109.3 
77/ 0

61 8 
122.1

11.9
19.3

111.8 
/60.2

96.9
151.9
28,3
47.7 

1280 
/7«S,0

296.9
576.6 
575

104.3 
531.9 
795.«?

All persons aged
60 years or more 35(5.9 350 3 29 ¡3 276.3 208 2 ¡.423.0
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TABLE 17. ALL PERSONS AGED 60 YEARS OR MORE LIVING IN IIOVSEllOLDS : SELECTED ACTIVITIES EOR WHICH HELP 
WAS NEEDED BY DISABILITY STATVS BY ACE bV SEX 

AUSTRALIA, 1993
(*0(M)> ionlinued

Selected aefivt/iea for 
which help was needed 
by disability status

Agenrouff

60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 HO and over Total

PERSONS

Disability 
Home help 
Home maintenance 
Meal preparation 
Personal affairs 
Transpt >rt 
Total needing helpii)

4b6 
81 4 
• 1.1
15.8 
48 8
/// 7

592 
107.9

15 4 
197
77.1 

/J9 9

%1.1 
1389

157
23.5
940

1710

121 8 
216
25 3 
99 4

749 5

121.9
163.1
42.9
59 I

134 9 
/M3

390 9 
613.1 
103 3 
143 4 
454.3 
760 4

No di«''bility 
Home help 
Home maintenance 
Meal preparation 
Personal affairs 
T ransport 
Total needing helpii)

• 1.»
21.7

• 4 8 
40 7 
62.0

11.2 
396 

••07
82 

50.3 
« 7

12.9
40.8

••1 4
• 5 0
365
69.5

109 
39 6

••1 6 
•43 
36 4
61 8

196 
49 9 
•40

80 
39 8 
69 4

624 
191 5 
•7.7
30.3 

203 8 
346 5

r
Ail persons 

Home help 
Home maintenance 
Meal preparation 
Personal affairs 
T ransport 
Total needing helptfi)

54 4 
103.2 
• 7.7
206 
89.6 

/73.7

704 
147.5

16 I 
28.0

127 4
225 5

95 5 
1796

17 1
28.5

130 6
240.5

91 5 
161 3
23.2 
297

135 8 
211 4

1416 
2130
469 
67.1

174.7 
257’

453.3 
804 7
Ilio 
173 8
658 I 

i. 106.9

All persons aged 
60 years or more 711.1 674.6 532.5 372.0 328.7 2,619.0

(a) Needs help wiih ai least one of the selected activities Toul may be less than the sum of the romponcMs since persons may need help with more than one activity.

if
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TABLE 18. ALL PER.SONS AGED 15 YEARS ANDOVER IN HOUSEHOLDS: PRINCIPAL CARERS BY A<;E BY SEX 
AtSIRALIA, 199,3

('000)

Principal carers by se.x

Principal carer of a 
usual resident

Males
Females
Persons

/5-24 25-i4 35-44 45-54 55-64 65-74 75 an(4 over Total

* lA

¡8 7

15.4
36 I 
.V.5

18.2
68 5 
«^6 7

28.4 
582 
Mrt

27.5
48 2
75 7

329 
31 5 
A4 4

21 7 
19 8
4/5

1515
273.7 
425 J

Principal carer of a 
non-usual resident 

Males 
Females 
Persons

••06
• 4.0
*4.7

13 8 
192

110 
31 0 
427?

40 I
507?

8 4 
146 
23 0

*5.1 
^T.5 
12 6

••0 4
*•0 3
••0 7

40 9 
1114 
/52.5

All principal carer.s 
Males 
Females 
Person»

80
15.3
23.4

20 8
50 0
70.7

29.2
996

128.8

38 4
983

1.36.7

35 9
62 8 
98.7

380
390
77.0

22 I
20 1
42.2

192 4 
385 I 
577.5

All pcrsun.s aged 15 
years w more 

Males 
Females 
Persons

1,401.7 
1,346 9
2,748.6

1,412.3
1,409 4
2,821.8

1,331 9
1,327 3
2,659.1

1.0.39 7 
994 9

2,034.6

733 3
728 5

1,461.8

5656
641.5

1,207.1

276 2
424 5 
700.8

6.760 8
6.873 J

13.633.8

TABLE 19. ALL PERSON.S AGED 15 YEARS A.SD OVER IN HOLSEIIOLDS: PRINCIPAL CARER.S BY SEX BY 
STATES AND IERRI I OKIES

AUSTRALIA, 1993 
('000)

fl
rm

Principal carers by sex

Principal carer of a 
usual resident

Males 
Females
Persons

NSW

52.6
940

746 rt

k'ic. Qld SA WA Tas NT ACT Australia

42.5
71.5

114.0

25 1
54.5
79 6

i06
20.2

125
20.0
32 4

• 4.3
• T.T
12 0

••10
••17
•2./?

• 2 9
• 4 1
• 7.1

151 5
275 7

Principal carer of a 
Qon-uwai resident 

Males 
Females 
Persons

129
32.9
459

13.1
28.8 
4/9

• 5.3 
18 3 
25 6

• 5.8
13.0

•2 5 
108 
13 3

••09
• 3.6
•4rt

**0.6
••Ort

••0 3 
• 3.4
• 5.7

40 9 
111.4 
/52.5

All principal carers 
Males 
Females 
Persons

65.5
127.0
192.4

55.6
100.2
155.8

30.4
72.8

103.2

16.4
33.2
49.6

14.9
30.7
45.7

11-3 
16.6

*•1.0
•2.3
*3.4

• 3.3
• 7.5
103

192.4
385 1
5773

All persons aged 15 
years or more 

Males 
Females 
Persons

2,302.8
2,3488
4,651.6

1,714.5
1,762.2
3,476.7

1,185.1
1,192.5
2,377.6

565.1
578.7

1,143.8

637.7
635.5

1,273.1

177.6 
18? 1 
360.7

63.3
57.4

1203

114.8 
114 8 
229.6

6.760 8
6,873 1

13.633.8
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rABLE 20. ALL PERSONS IN RS'rABLISHMKN'I'S ; 'I’YPK OK ESTABLISHMENT ANU UISABILITY STATUS BY
S'l’A I KS AND TERRITORIES BY SEX

AUSTRALIA, 1993 
(’000)

NSW Vic. .VA Tar ACT Auslralu2

Establishmcnis 
Hospital 
Retirement village 
Other

MALI'S

*4.7
•5.9
10.9

* 3.1
* 2.0
•7.3

• 3.0
••0.9
•5.1

• 2.3
**0.9
* 2.5

* 2.0
*•1.5
* 2.1

*•0.5
•*0.1
•*0.6

*♦0.0

•*0.2

••0.2
*•0.0
••0.2

15.9
11.4
29.4

Disability status 
Disability 
No disability

20.5
••I.O

11.6
•*0.8

8.8
••0.3

* 5.3
**0.3

* 5.9
**0.5

*•1.2
*•0.1

*•0.2 *•0.3
•*0.0

53.8
•2.9

Total 21.5 12.3 90 • 5.6 • 6.3 •*1 3 *‘•02 ••0.4 56.7

Establishments 
Hospital 
Retirement village 
Other

1-EMALES

*4.3
13.8
20.7

• 7.2
• 5.2
16.8

•2.8
*2.4
10.7

• 2.8
• 2.6
• 5.7

* 2.1
• 4.0
• 5.3

•*0.5
•*0.2
**1-2 **0.5

••0-4
**0.2
•*0.3

20.1
28.5
61.2

DisaLility status 
Disability 
No disability

37.3
**1.6

27.7 
’*1.6

15.:
••0.5

10 4 
••0.6

10-6
•*0.9

••18
••0.1

*•0.5
•*0.0

••0.8
•*0.1

104.5 
•5.4

Total 38.9 29 3 16.0 IJ.O 1/5 ••05 ••0.8 109.8

Establishments 
Hospital 
Retirement village 
Other

PERSONS

9.1
19.8
31.6

10.2

24.2

• 5,8
•3.4
1.5.8

• 5.0
• 3.4

8.2

• 4 2
* 5.6

8.1
••0.4
••1.8

•*0.0

•*0.7

**0.6
•*0.2
•*0.4

36.0
39.9
90.6

EHsability status 
Disability 
No disability

57.8
•2.6

39.2
• 2.4

24.3
••0.7

15.7
••0.9

16.5
••1.3

• 3.0
••0.1

**0.7
**0.0

*•1.1
**0.1

158.2
8.3

Total 60.4 41.6 25.0 16.6 17.H *3.2 166.5

TABLE 21. PERSON.S WnH A HANDICAP : SEV'EKH Y OE HANDICAP BY TYPE (IE KUSIDENCE BY SEX
ALSTKALI.A. 1993

(’000)

HousehotiLr ExtaMishments Total
Severity of handicap

Profound 
Severe 
Moderate 
Mild
Not detcrmined(a)

Male.'i

120.5
133.4
221.4
479.8
224.7

Total 1,179.7

Fetnale.i Perron.’! Male.'! Females Persons Males
175.8
167.6
222.8
454.2
157.1

296.3
301.0
444.2
933.9
381.9

39.6 
••0.1 
* 4.9 
• 2.4

•*0.1

84.1 
**0.0
* 6.5

123.6
**0.1

11.3
•7.8

*•0.1

160.0
133.5
226.2
482.1
224.8

Females Persons

1,177.5 2,357,2 47.0 96.0 143.0
(1) Comprises all children aged 0 to 4 years with a disabiUly. persons wnh a schooling - 
use (he loiJet’.

1,226.7

259.9
167.6
229.2
459.6
157.1

419.9 
301.1 
^55.5
941.8
382.0

1,273.5 2,500.2
, or emplojincnl limitation only and persons whose «ily limitation was 'does not
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EXPLANATORY NOI ES

This publication presents summary results from the 1993 Survey of Disability, 
Ageing and Carers. The statistical tables provide estimates of the characteristics 
of persons with one or more disabilities, older person.s and carers of these 
I'crsons.

Geogniphical areas
The survey covered both rural and urban areas in all States and Territories.

Dwellings
For the purpose.s of this survey:

private dwellings arc delined as houses, flats, home units, garages, 
tents and other structures used a.s private places of residence at the 
lime of the survey;

special dwellings arc defined as hotels, motels, boarding houses, 
educational and religious institutions, construction camps, caravan 
parks, etc; and 

establishments are defined as hospitals, nursing homes, hostels, 
retirement villagc.s and other homes.

Population

The population lor the surv'cy wa.s divided into two components: the household
component and the establishment component.

11

The household component covered;
• all residentitil dwellings in Australia including special dwellings; 

tind
• residential staff of special dwellings and establishments.

The establishment comptincnt covered resident accommodation in 
cstablishmcni.s only.

Sample Selection
Multistage sampling icchniquc.s were used to select the sample population for 
the survey. The household sample included approximately 17,800 private 
dwellings and 1,600 special dwelling units, whilst the establishment sample 
included approximately 6,0(X) occupants from 7(X) establishments.

The effective sample, after sample loss (eg, vacant dwellings and exclusions due 
to scope and coverage), yielded approximately 42,(XX) persons for the household 
component and 4.8()() person.s for the establishment component.
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Scope The survey included all persons except:

non-Ausiralian diplomatic personnel of overseas governments;

overseas residents in Australia;

members of non-Australian defence forces (and their dependents) 
stationed in Australia;

inmates of gaols and re form atones.

Coverage Coverage rules were applied which aimed to ensure that each person eligible for 
inclusion on scope was associated with only one dwelling and thu.s had only one 
chance of selection.

Usual resident.s of selected private dwellings were included in the survey if they 
were staying at, or had stayed at, the selected dwelling for any part of the 
enumeration period.

Visitors were excluded when located at private dwellings a.s the expectation was 
that most would have their chance of selection at thcirusual residence.

Persons in specitil dwellings in the scope of the survey were included if they 
usually lived at the special dwelling for any part of the enumeration period.

Occupants of establishments in the scope of the survey were included if they 
were expected to be a usual resident of the establishment for the entire 
enumeration period.

Data collection 
method

The survey w as conducted throughout Australia during the pcrioo 
7 February to 3 .April 1993.

Household component
Data from the household component of the survey was collected by trained 
interviewers via a personal interview.

A scric.s of screening questions were asked about all persons in a selected 
household in order to identify:

persons with one or more disabilities;

persons aged 60 years or more; and

persons providing care outside the household.

The amount of information collected from each person varied according to 
whether the person was in one or more of the target groups. Persons not
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identified to be in any of the target groups pntvided basic dcmographic.s and 
socio-economic information. This information was provided by any responsible 
adult in the household.

Persons with a disabilily were asked questions, by personal interview or proxy, 
to deiemiine the presence and severity of handicap and questions relating tn 
help and assistance needed and received for self care, mobility, verbal 
communication, health care, home help, home maintenance, meal preparation, 
financial management, and transport activities.

Person.s aged 6(' years or more without a disability were only asked questions 
about a need lor, or receipt of help, for home help, home main'enance, meal 
preparation, finaneial management, and transpc.t activities. Testing prior to the 
survey showed that very few older person.s without a disability needed help with 
activities such as sell-care, verbal communication, mobility or health care.

I-
Principal carers of a person with a disability who were co-rcsidcnt were 
interviewed in order to obtain information relating to assistance provided. They 
were also given a self-enumeration carer's form about their attitudes to their 
caring role. This self-enumeralion form was completed by the carer during the 
interview.

All ¡K'rsons who ¡demined Ihemsclvcs as earer.s of persons not co-resident were 
interviewed in order to obttiin information about the assistance they provided.

Extablixitment compifitent

The establishment component data was collected in two stages via a mail-based 
methodology directed to administrators of randomly selected establishments.

The firet stage required a Contact Information Form to be completed to provide 
the name of a contact officer and the current number of occupants within the 
establishment.

The second stage required the nominated contact officer to randomly select 
occupants, following the instructions provided. Demographic details were 
collected for all person.s selected, and a separate questionnaire completed for 
each person meeting the coverage requirements.

The range of data collected in this component was much smaller than that in the 
household component as many areas covered by that component could not be 
collected through a mail based methodology or would be irrelevant to those 
residing in establishments.
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Keliability of 
the esliniutes

The eslimaics provided in ihis publication arc subject to two types of error.

Sampling Error
This is the difference which would be expected between the estimate and the 
corresponding ligure which would have been obtained fmm a collection based 
on the whole population, using the same questionnaires and procedures. A 
measure of the sampling error for a given estimate i.s provided and expressed a.s 
a percentage of the estimate (relative standard error). The Technical Note on 
Sampling Variability includes a discussion, as well as providing details for the 
calculation of the relative standard error for selected estimates contained in this 
publication.

Non-sampling error
Errors can occur whether the estimates arc derived from a sample or from a 
complete enumeration. These errors arc referred to as non-sampling errors.
Tlirce major sources of non-sampling error arc:

inability to obtain comprehensive data from all people included in 
the sample. These errors arise due to the differences which exist 
between the characteristics of respondents and non-rcspondents;

errors in reponing on the part of both rcsjxindcnts and interviewers. 
These reporting errors may arise through inappropriate wording of 
questions, misunderstanding of the data required, inability or 
unwillingness to provide accurate information and mistakes in 
answers to questions; and 

errors arising during the processing of survey data. These 
processing errors may arise through mistakes during coding and 
data recording.

Non-sampling errors arc difficult to measure in any collection. However, every 
effort was made to minimise these errors. In particular, the efiect of the 
reporting and processing errors described above was minimised by careful 
questionnaire design, intensive training and supervision of interviewers, and 
extensive editing and quality control checking at all stages of data processing.

f nterpretatiiin i>f results
As the estimates arc based on a sample, they arc subject ’o sampling variability 
and reporting errors. The following factors should be considered when 
interpreting the cstimtiics contained in this publication.

Information in the survey was basco, wherever possible, on the 
personal response given by the respondent. However, in cases 
where infomiation was provided by another person, some answers 
may differ from those the selected person would have provided. In 



particular, interpretation of the concepts of'need' and 'difficulty' ate 
affected by the proxy interview method.

A number of people may not have reponed certain conditions 
because of:

the sensitive nature of the condition (eg, alcohol and drug
related conditions, schizophrenia, 
degeneration);

.’ntal retardation or

the intermittent or seasonal nature oi the condition (eg. 
asthma, epilepsy): or.

a lack ol awareness ol the presence ol the condition on the 
pan of the person (eg, mild diabetesj, or a lack of knowledge 
or understanding ol the correct medical terminology for their 
condition.

As cenain conditions may not have been reponed, data collected 
Iroin the survey may have underestimated the number of people 
with one or more disabilities.

The need for help may have been underestimated, as some people 
may not have admitted needing help becau.se of such things a.s 
pride, or may nw have realised help was needed with a task 
because help had always been received with that task. Some usual 
.sources ol help may have been overlooked if it wa.s received 
irregularly.

The criteria by which people assessed whether they had difficulty 
performing tasks may have varied. Comparisons may have been 
made with the ability ol others of a similar age, or with the 
respondent's own ability when younger.

Symbols and 
other usages

The following symbols, where shown in columns of figures or elsewhere 
in tables, mean;

not applicable

subject to relative standard error between 25-50%

subject to relative standard error greater than 50%, including blank 
and zero cells.

Where figures have fxrcn rounded, discrepancic.s may occur between the sum of 
the component itcm.s and the total. Published pcrcentagc.s arc calculated prior to

becau.se
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rounding and ihcrclore, some discrepancy may exist between these percentages 
and those that could be calculated from the rounded figures.
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TECHNICAL NOTE ON SAMPLING VARIABILITY

Estimation Procedures Estimatc.s obtained from the survey were derived using a complex ratio 
estimation procedure. This procedure ensures that survey estimates conform to 
an independently estimated distribution of the population by age, sex and area 
of state, rather than to the age, sex and area of state distribution within the 
sample itself.

Reliability of Estimates Since the estimates in thi.s publication are based on a sample of dwellings and 
cstablishmcni.s they arc subject to sampling variability; that is, they may differ 
from the estimates that would have been [troduced if all dwellings and 
establishments had been included in the survey. One measure of the likely 
difference is given by the standard error, which indicates the extent to which an 
estimate might have varied by chance because only a sample of dwellings and 
establishments was included. There are about two chances in three tliat a 
sample estimate will differ by les.s than one standard error from the estimate that 
would have been obtained if all dwellings and establishments had been 
included, and about nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will be less 
than two standard errors. Another measure of sampling variability i.s the 
relative standard error which is obtained by expressing the standard error a.s a 
percentage of the estimate to which it refers. The relative standard error is a 
useful measure in that it provides an immediate indication of the percentage 
errors likely to have occurred due to sampling, and thus avoids the need to refer 
to the size of the estimate.

Space docs not allow for the separate indication of the standard errors of all 
estimates in this publication. Standard errors forestimatc.s relating to persons in 
households arc given in Table A, and Table B for establishments. These figures 
will not give a precise measure of the standard error of a particular estimate but 
they will provide tin indication of its magnitude.

The size of the standard error increases with the level of the estimate, so that the 
larger the estimate the larger i.s the standard error. However, it should be noted 
that the larger the sample estimate the smaller will be the standard error in 
percentage terms. Thus, larger sample estimatc.s will be relatively more reliable 
than smaller estimates.

As the standard errors in Table A show, the smaller the estimate the higher is 
the relative standard error. Very small estimates are subject to such high 
standard errors (relative to the size ol the estimate) a.s to detract seriously from 
their value for most reasonable uses. In this publication only estimates with 
relative standard errors of 25 per cent or less arc considered sufficiently reliable 
for most purposes. Estimates with a relative standard error greater than 25 per 
cent htivc been included and arc preceded by a single asterisk (*). Estimates
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with a relative standard error of over .50 per cent arc preceded by a double 
asterisk (**) to indicate they arc subject to high standard errors and should be 

used with caution.

An example of the caleulaiion and use of standard errors is as follows:

From Table 21 it can be seen that there are about 2,357,2fX) persons with a 
handicap in households. Table A shows that the standard errorof this estimate 
is about 22,BIX) (using interpolation). Therefore, there arc about two chances in 
three that the value that would have been produced if all dwellings had been 
included in the survey will lall within the range 2,334,4(X) to 2,3B(),(XX) and 
about nineteen chances in twenty that the value will fall within the range 
2,311,6(X)to 2,402,X(X).

The standard errorof an estimate which is the sum of estimates from the 
household and establishment components of the survey is approximately equal 
to the standiird error of the household estimate. This i.s because establishment 
standard errors are small compared with household standard errors.

An example using the sum of estimates from the two components of the survey 

i.s as follows;

From Table 21 it can be seen that there arc about 296.3fX) persons with a 
profound handicap in households and 123,6(X) (X’rsons with a profound 
handicap in establishments giving 419,<XX) persons in total. From Tabic A the 
standard error for an estimate of 296,3(X) is approximately 10,3(X).

Therefore, there arc about two chances in three that the value that would have 
been produced if all dwellings and esiablishment.s had been included in the 
survey will fall within the range 4(X7,6(X) to 43().2(X1 and about nineteen chances 
in tv/enty that the value will fall within the range 399,3(X) to 439,9(X).

Standard errors of 
rates and percentages

Proportions and percentages formed from the ratio of two estimates arc also 
subject to sampling c-rors. The size of the error depends on the accuracy of 

both the numerator and the denominator. A formula to approximate the relative 
standard error (P.SE) of a proportion is given below.

RSE (x/y) = ^/ IRSE (x)P - |RSE (y)p

Consider the example from Table 13, of 3,176,7(X) persons with a disability, 
353,5(X) or 11.1 per cent reported mental disorders as the main disabling 
condition. The standard error of 353,5(X) is approximately 11,(XX) so the 
relative standard error (i.e the standard error as a percentage of the estimate) is



40

3.1 per cent. The standard error of 3,176,7(X) is approximately 25,4(X) so the 
relative standard error is 0.8 per cent. Applying the above formula, the relative 

standard error of the proportion is (3.1 )2 - (0.8)^ or 3.0 per cent, giving a 

standard error for the proportion of 0.3 percentage |M)int.s (i.e 3 per cent of 11.1 
percent). Therefore, there arc about two chances in three that the proportion 
that would have been yielded if all dwellings bad been included in the survey 
will fall within the range of 10.8 percent to 11.4 percent, and nineteen chances 
in twenty that the proponion is within the range 10.5 ixtrcent to 11.7 percent.

The dilTerence between two survey estimates i.s itself an estimate and is 
therefore subject to sampling variability. The standard error of the difference of 
two survey estimates depends on the standard errors of the original estimates 
and on the rclaiionship (correlation) between the two original estimates. An

approximate standard error (SE) of the difference between two estimates (x-y) 
may be calculated by the following formula:

Standard error (x - y) = 'Z |SE (x)p + |SE (y)|-

While this formula will only be exact for diffcrencc.s between separate and 
uncorrclated (unrelated) characteristics of sub-populations, it is expected to 
provide a good approximation for all differences likely to be of interest in this 
publication.

The imprecision due to sampling variability, which is measured by the standard 
error, should not be confused with inaccuracies that may occur because of 
imperfections in reporting by respondents, errors made in collection such as in 
recording and coding data, and errors made in prtKcssing the data. Inaccuracies 
of this kind arc referred to as the niin-satnplini; error. Non-sampling errors arc 
not specilic to sample surveys and can occur in a census enumeration. A 
number of procedures are undertaken to ensure this type of error is reduced to a 
minimum such as careful design and testing of questionnaires, intensive 
interviewer training and supervision, and efficient operating procedures.
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TABLE A, STANDARD ERRORS FOR ESTIMATES HOUSEHOLDS

Vie. QU, SA WA Tas. NT ACT Auslralia

Si/.e of 
Estimale Number

Relative 
Standard

Error 
Per eent

1(H) 
2(X) 
300 
400 
5(X) 
WX) 
7(X) 
HOO 
9<X) 
)(XX) 
1100 
12(X) 
13(X) 
14(X) 
15(X) 
16(X) 
17(X) 
1H(X) 
19(X) 
2(XX) 
2100 
2200 
23(X) 
24(X) 
2500 
30(X) 
3500 
4000 
4500 
5000 
6000 
8000 
10000 
2(XXX) 
30(XX) 
40000 
5(XXX) 
KXXXXl 
200000 
300000 
400000 
500000 
1000000 
2000000 
3000000 
4000000 
5000000 
10000000 
20000000

7(X) 
75ÌÌ 
8(X) 
840 
880 
920 
960 

1050 
1050 
IKK) 
1150 
12(X) 
1250 
13(X) 
13(X) 
1450 
1550 
1650 
1750 
18(X) 
2(XX) 
2250 
2500 
3400 
4050 
46(X) 
50(X) 
67(X) 
88(X) 

103(X) 
114(X) 
124(X) 
159(X) 
202(X) 
2Tìm 
33800

540 
.590 
640
690 
730 
770
810 
840 
880 
910
940 
970

1000 
1050 
1050
1150 
1150 
12(X)
1200
1350 
1450 
15(X) 
16(X) 
17(X) 
1850 
21(X) 
2350 
3150 
38(X) 
4250 
47(K) 
62(X) 
82(X) 
9500

106(X) 
11500 
147(X) 
186(X)

430 
480 
530 
570 
610 
650 
680 
720 
750 
780 
810 
830 
860 
8811 
910 
930 
960 
980

ItXlO 
10(K) 
1050 
1050 
1150 
1250 
1350 
14(X) 
1450 
1600 
18(81 
2(881 
2750 
3250 
3650 
4(88) 
5300 
70(8) 
8200 
91(8) 
99(8)

310 
360 
4(8)
440 
480 
510 
541) 
570 
590 
620 
641) 
670 
690 
711)
730 
750
770 
790 
8(X) 
820 
840 
860
870 
950 

lOlX) 
111X1 
1150 
12(8) 
13(81 
1450 
16(8) 
2150 
255(1 
29(81 
3150 
41(8) 
53(81 
62(81 
68(81

350 
4(8)
450 
490
520 
560
590 
620 
650 
68(1 
7(8)
730 
750
770 
8(8)
820 
840
860 
880 
9(8)
920 
930 
950

1050 
11(8) 
12(10 
125(1 
13(81 
1400 
16181
1750 
2350 
28181 
3150 
3451) 
45(8) 
5918) 
6818) 
7618)

120 
180 
230
260 
290
320 
350 
370 
390
410 
430 
450
460 
480 
490 
510 
520
530 
550 
560
570 
580 
590
610 
620 
670 
710 
750
780 
820 
880 
980

1050 
1350 
1550 
17(XÌ 
181X) 
2150 
2550

150 
2(8) 
240 
270 
3(X) 
320 
350
370 
3‘X) 
410 
430 
440 
460 
480
490 
510
520 
530
550 
560 
570
59« 
618)
610 
620
670 
720 
770
810 
850
930 

1050 
1150 
16(8) 
1950 
2250 
25(8)

80 
120 
140 
160 
180 
190 
210 
220 
230 
240 
250 
260 
270 
280 
290 
3(X) 
310 
320 
320 
330 
340 
340 
350 
360 
360 
390 
420 
440 
460 
490 
520 
590 
640 
840 
990

1 KM) 
1200 
1550 
1950

4(X) 
460 
510 
550 
590 
630 
670
710 
740
780 
810
840 
870
900 
920 
950 
980

1000 
1050 
1050 
IKX)
1100 
1200
1300 
1400
1500 
1600
1750 
2000 
2250
3100 
3800 
4300 
4800
6500 
8800

10400 
11600 
12700 
16700 
21600 
24900 
276ÍX) 
29700 
37400 
46500

KXl.O 
92.0 
85.0 
78.6 
73.8 
70.0 
67.0 
64.5 
61.7 
60.0 
57.9 
56.0 
54.4 
52.9 
51.1 
50.0 
49.0 
47.5 
47.7 
45.7 
45.8 
44.0 
40.0 
37.1 
35.0 
33.3 
32.0 
29.2 
25.0 
22.5 
15.5 
12.7 
10.8
9.6 
6.5 
4.4 
3.5 
2.9 
2.5 
1.7 
1.1 
0.8 
0.7 
0.6 
0.4 
0.2
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TAULE B. STANDARD ERRORS FOR ESTIMATES • ESTABLISHMENTS

Vie. QUI. SA WA Tus, NT ACT Australia

Size of 
Estimate Number

Relative 
Standard

Enor 
Per am

1(X) 
200 
300 
400 
500 
MX)

800 
9(X) 
1000 
1100 
1200 
1300 
1400 
1500 
1500 
17(X) 
1800 
1900 
2000 
2100 
2200 
2300 
2400 
2500 
3000 
3500 
4000 
4500 
5000 
6000 
8000 
10000 
20000 
30000 
40000 
50000 
100000 
200000

75 
120 
150 
180 
195 
210 
22.5 
240 
255 
270 
28.5 
3(X) 
315 
315 
330 
345 
345 
3M) 
375 
375 
390 
390 
40.5 
405 
420 
450 
480 
510 
525 
555 
585 
6M) 
720 
915 

1035 
1125 
12(X) 
1455 
1725

57 
92 

IL5 
138 
149 
161 
172 
184 
19.5 
207 
218 
2.30 
241 
241 
253 
264 
264 
276 
287 
287 
299 
299 
310 
310 
322 
.345 
368 
391 
402 
425 
448 
.50.5 
551 
701 
793 
861 
919 

1114 
1321

44 
71 
89 

106 
11.5 
124 
133 
142 
150 
159 
168 
177 
186 
186 
195 
204 
204 
212 
221 
221 
230 
230 
239 
239 
248 
266 
283 
301 
310 
328 
34.5 
389 
42.5 
540 
611 
664 
708 
85’.

1018

36 
58 
7.3 
87 
9.5

102 
IIW 
117 
124 
131
139 
146 
1.5.3 
L53 
160 
168 
168 
17.5 
182 
182 
1‘XI 
1'8) 
197 
197 
21M 
219 
23.3 
248 
25.5 
270 
284 
321 
350 
445 
503 
547 
58.3 
707 
839

40 
64
80 
96 

KM 
112 
120 
128 
136 
144 
152 
160 
168 
168 
176 
184 
184 
192 
2(MI 
21X1 
208 
208 
216 
216

240 
256
272 
280 
296 
312 
.352 
38,3 
487 
.551 
599 
639 
77.5 
919

26 
41 
51
62 
67
72 

r ’’ 
i 82 i 

¿87.;

97 
10.3 
108 
108 
113 
118 
118 
12.3 
128 
128 
1.3.3 
13.3 
138 
138 
14.1 
154 
164 
174 
179 
190 
2(X) 
226 
246 
313 
354 
38.5 
410 
497 
590

27 
44 
5.5
65 
71
76 
82 
87
93 
98 

104 
ItX) 
115 
1L5 
120 
125 
12.5 
131 
136 
136 
142 
142 
147 
147 
15.3 
164 
17.5 
18.5 
191 
202 
213 
240 
262 
333 
376 
409 
436 
529 
627

15 
2.5
31 
37
40 
43
46 
49
52 
5,5
58 
62
65 
6.5
68 
71
71 
74
77 
77
80 
80
8.3 
83
86 
92
98 

105 
108 
114 
120 
135 
148 
188 
212 
231 
246 
298 
354

50 
80

1(X) 
120 
130 
140 
150 
160 
170 
180 
190 
2(X) 
210 
210 
220 
230 
230 
240 
250 
250 
260 
260 
270 
270 
280 
3(X) 
320 
340 
350 
370 
390 
440 
480 
610 
690 
750 
SIX) 
970 

1150

54.6 
40.3 
33.4
29.1
26.1
23.8 
22.0
20.6 
19.3
18.3 
17.4
16.6 
15.9 
15.3
14.7 
14.2 
13.7
13.3
12.9 
12.5
12.2 
11.9
11.6 
11.3
11.0 
99 
9.1
8.4 
7.8
7.3
6.6 
5.5
4.8
3.0 
2.3
1.9
1.6 
1.0 
0.6
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PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION PROÍÍRAM

Dula Availability Results from the Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers will be available in 
the form of:

publications; and,
table.s produced on request to meet spcciliv information 
requirements from the survey.

Consultancy services are also available to undenake statistical analysis of data 
collected.

The following, outlines the products and services which arc proposed.

Publications and
Other Standard Releases

Disability, Ageing and Carers: Summary nf Findings (4430.0)
Expected release December 1993
Price $2000

This publication.

Disuhility, Ageing ¡inti Carers: User Guide (4431.0)
Expected release December 1993
Price $2().(X)

Thi.s publication contains information about the concepts and methods used in 
sampling and dtiia collection for the Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers. 
Included arc descriptions of all topic.s covered.

Disability, Ageing and Carers: Data Reference Package (4432.0)
Expected release December 1993
Price S20.(X)

The package contains the questionnaire forms used for both components of the 
Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers. It also contains a complete list of the 
survey data items.

Publication Program A scries of specialised publications is planned to funher analyse the information 
collected. Each publication will address an issue identified as being of 
significant interest to tiscrs. Topics will be finalised following analysis of the 
data from the survey, but it is envisaged that the following issues will be 
addressed.

Î 
d
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Employment: identifying aspirations and restrictions associated 
with disability and/or ageing and/or carers.
Education: identifying restrictions assticiated with disability.
Disabling conditions: identifying the areas most prevalent, the help 
required, and the source of that help.
Carers: the numbers and characteristics of person.s in the caring 
role.
Carers; the cffccLs of the caring role in relation to areas of everyday 
living.

Small publictilions relating to sped fie focus groups arc being investigated. 
These may include topics such as:

the need for, and help received by, those who arc visually or 
hearing impaired, paraplegic, orbrain injured;
those involved in accidents;
the transport needs of people with a disability.

Related Publications These publications relate to the previous survey conducted in 19K8.

Carers of the Handicapped at home. Australia. 1988 (4122.0)
Released January 1990
Price $12.50

This publication presents data on the household composition and other 
characteristics of principal carer.s; characteristics of the main recipient of care;

K and help provided by, and supptirt provided to, the principal carer.

Disability and Handicap. Australia. 1988 (4120.0)
Released October 1990
Price $12.50

This publication presents data on persons with one or more disability showing 
household composition a;id other characteristics; disabling condition; type and 
severity of handicap; need for and receipt of help; use of aids; and income and 
accommodation. Where relevant, tables covered persons with one or more 
disability living in households and establishments.

Domestic Carr, of the Aged. Australia. ¡988 (4120.0)
Released September 1992
Price $12.50

This publication presetns data on persons aged 60 years or more, with or 
without a disability, showing household composition and other characteristics;
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their need for and receipt of help, and income and accommodation. A more 
extended ratige ol tige groups than those contained in Disability and Handicap 
is examined.

Special hala Services Special talndations
Special tabulations can be produced on request to meet individual user needs. 
Subject to stringent confidentiality and sampling variability constraints, the 
tabulations can be produced incoqxiraiing data items and fxrpulations to meet 
individual requirements.

Special tabulations can be made available in printed form or on Hoppy disk. 
Each request is costed individually and quotes arc provided prior to completion.

The availability of the special tabulation service will coincide with the release of 
this publication (4430.0).

PROTAR
For users who have an expected on-going need for special tabulations, a 
software facility will be available which ha.s been designed to assist in table 
specifications. Thi.s facility, called PROTAB, can be run from any IBM 
compatible microcomputer and has the following features;

scrccn-bascd table facility;

complete list of available data items;

IWI dettiils ol the contents ol each data item, including:

descriptions;
Weighted count.s of each value; and, 
percentage distribution of values;

immcdiaic calculation of table cost and batch cost based on the 
number ol cells requested and selected survey parameters; and.

construction of a coded set of specifications for the required tables 
which can be transmitted to the ABS in printed form or on floppy 
disk.

The use of PROTAB enables the production of precise table specifications 
which will assist the ABS in servicing the table request promptly. PROTAB 
software lor the Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers is expected to be 
available in December 1993. The cost of the PROTAB software i.s available on 
application.
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Siatixiical ConsiiIkincy Servicex
ABS oCCcrs a specialist statistical consultancy service to assist users with their 
statistical needs. This consulltincy attracts a .service charge. For further 
information, contact the Sttitistical Consultancy Service in the ABS oflicc in 
your slate.
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MAIN DATA ITEMSn
I MAJOR QUES

Special tabulations and consultancy services for analysis of the survey data will 
be available. There will be a charge for these services. The following list is 
intended to provide an indication of the major data items available in the 1993 
Survey of Disability. Ageing and Carers. The data itcm.s can be used directly or 
cros.s classiricd for analysis, subject to confidentiality and reliability constraints. 
To discus.s any aspect of these data items please contact:
Assistant Director Disability and Ageing Survey, (06) 252 7430, or write to 
Welfare Section, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Belconncn. ACT 2616, or Fax 
(06)253 1673.

kSTIONAIRE TOPICS

Disabling condilion.s
• Main condilion.s

General cause of main condition 
Detailed cause of main condition 
Disability Status

0
- Coded conditions collected, 

groupings of conditions
- Coded conditions collected
- Coded conditions collected

B

- Handicapped, Disablity without 
handicap. Not disabled

Handicap
• Handicap statu.s

Area of handicap

Scvcrily of Handicap

- Ila.s disability, ha.s disability and 
handicap, neither

- Identified restrictions in activities 
and tasks (see Glossary and 
Explanatory Notes for further 
detail).

-Profound, Severe, Moderate, 
Mild, Not determined.

Reported need for help 
Reported help received 
Reported unmet need for help

Carers
Identification of carer

Type of care given 
Number cares for 
Residential status of carer

Which activity providing care with 
Use of respite care

- Activities as in Assistance 
- Activities as in Assistance 
- Activities as in Assistance

- Description of relationship to 
recipient

- Formal, Informal
- Recipients of care Irom carer
- In the same household as the 

recipient,
- In a different household from the 

recipient
- Activities as in Assistance
- Services used, frequency of use

OTHER QUESTIONNAIRE TOPICS

Assistance
• Activitic.s rcquiring/rccciving assistance

- Self care
- Verbal communication
- Mobility
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- Healih Care
- Home help
- Home mainienancc/gardening
- Meal preparation
- Financial management/wriiing letters
- Transport

Emergency arrangements
• Special arrangements in place
• Special care arrangemenis

Dilììculiics Ibr irulividual ir Idi alone
■V

Commimily activities
• Reasons for not going away from home
• Events away from home person has participated in 

- Sports, Social clubs. Theatre etc.
• Who person attended event with

Aids
Type of aid

Number ol aiils

- Major aids used for assistance
- Tasks for which aids used
- Number of aids used per 

individual
- Number of aids used per task

Accommodai ion
• Dcscriplion

Nature of occupancy 
Effects ol disability

- Household type. Establishment 
lype

- Buying, Renting, etc.
- Moving house or changes to 

dw elling because of disability

SOCIO-DEMOGRAPIIIC TOPICS

Employment
• Labour force siaiusi LES)

Occupaiion
Indusir
Effects of Disability

- Employed, Unemployed, Not in 
labour force

- ASCO coding
- ASIC coding
- Time off work, special 

arrangements, etc

Education
• School attendance
• Special classcs/schools attended
• Highest qualification obtained
• Current post school study
• Type of educational institution

Geographic details
• State

Area

Household description data
• Composition

Size

- NSW, Vic, Qld, SA, WA, Tas, 
NT, ACT

- Metropolitan, Urban, Rural

- Dcscriplion of relationship of 
persons in households

- Count of persons in households

Family description data
• Composition - Dcscriplion of family siruciurc
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Size - Count of persons in family

income unit
. Composition

Size

• Description of relationship of 
person.s in income units

- Count of persons in income units

If

Income
. Household income
• Family income
. Personal income
. Source of income

Personal Descriptions
• Age
. Sex
. Marital status

Country of birth
Ethnic background

Aboriginality

- Dollar value
- Dollar value
- Dollar value
- Pension, Salary etc

- Single years. Standard groups
- Male, Female
- .Married, De facto. Separated, 

Divorced, Widowed, Never 
married.

- ASCCSS coding
Parents’ country of birth, native 

language
- Self-assessed aboriginal status

More detailed information on data items is available in Survey of Disability,

Aftcinf; aiul Carers:
Data Keference Packaae Catalogue No. 4432.0.

r
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GLOSSARY

ARA Any rcspon.sible aduli

PD Private dwelling

SD Special dwelling

UR Usual resident

Activity An activity comprises one or more tasks.

Age Standardised Kale An age standardised disability or handicap rale has been used to remove the 
effects of different age structures when comparing populations between Siatc.s 
and Territories, or over time. A standard age composition is used (in this case 
the age composition of the estimated resident population of Australia at 30 
March 1993 wa.s pro rated so that the total = KXl.tXX)). The standard rate is that 
which would have prevailed should the actual population have the standard age 
composition. Each actual age specific rate for disability or handicap, i.s 
multiplied by the standard population for each age group. The results arc 
summed and divided by KXl.tXX) to give the age standardised rate.

Aid An aid is a device or appliance used by a person with one or more disabilities or 
a person aged 60 years or more, to help with performing tasks. It is not help 
provided by a personaran organisation.

Area of Mandicap Handicap was identified by dctemiining if a person needed help, or had 
diiiiculty, in relation to a number or arca.s of handicap. These arca.s were: self- 
care; mobility; verbal communication; schooling; and, employment. Sec 
Handicap for more details.

Carers - ali (UR) Carers arc persons of any age, providing infonnal help (ic, help provided by 
family, friend.s or neighbours) for any of the following activities:

self-care (eg. showcring/bathing, dressing, eating feeding, 
toilciting, hladder/bowcl control);
mobility (eg, going aw ay tfom home, moving about the house, 
transferring to and from bed orchair/;
verbal communication (eg, understanding someone known or 
unknown);
health care (eg, taking mcdicaiion/drcssing wounds, footcarc);
home help (eg, washing, vacuuming, cleaning w indows);
home maintenance (eg, changing light globes, weeding the garden);
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meal prcparalion;
llnancial nianagemeni/wriiing Icitcrs;
irans|X)n (eg, public transport, shopping, driving).

A recipient may have more than one carer and in the survey, may identify up to 
three carers for each activity.

Carer - Main (IJR) A main carer of a UR i.s a person of any age who is identified by the care 
recipient as the person providing the most informal care lor each of the above 
spccilled activities.

A recipient may htivc more than one main carer but can only have one main 
carer for each activity.

Carer - Main (non-lJR) A main carer ol a non-UR is ;i person aged 15 years or more (identified by ARA 
as providing the most help) who later confirms that they provide the most 
informal help (ti paid) to a non-UR recipient for any of the following activities;

mobility (eg, organising transport, driving, moving around the 
home, gtirden or away from homey;
verbal communication;
supeivising money matters;
personal care (eg, washing, bathing, dressing, toiletting);
teaching everyday living skills (eg, handling money, reading
destination signs);
meals (eg, preparing, cooking, feeding).

This list of activities di I fers from the list of activities used to identify carers of 
URs.

Only one main carer is ideniilied fora non-UR.

Carer - Principal (UR)
a

A principal carer ol a I'R is a person aged 15 years or more providing the most 
informal care for the activities of self-care, mobility or verbal 
communication.

Principal carers are chosen (by the care recipient) from the main carers 
nominated lor the tictiviiie.s ol sell-care, mobility' or verbal communication. A 
recipient can identify only one as (he principal carer.

Carer - Principal (non-l'R) To be identillcd as a principle carer of a non-UR, a main carer must be aged 15 
years or more and be providing the most informal help for the activities of sclf- 
cart, mobility or verbal cominiinicalion.
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Coverage Coverage rules arc designed lo ensure ihai, as iar as possible, [Krsons remaining 
within the scope ol the survey have one and only one chance of being selected.

Disabling Condilioii A disabling condition i.s any condition, which had lasted or was likely to last for 
6 nionth.s or more, and resulted in one or more ol the limitations, restrictions or 
impainnenis listed below:

loss ol sight (even when wearing glasses or contact lenses);
loss of hearing;
speech difliculiie.s in native languages;
blackouts. Ills, or loss of consciousness;
slowness at learning or understanding;
incomplete use of ami.s or lingers;
difficulty gripping or holding small objects;
incomplete use of feel or legs;
ircaimcnt for nerv'cs or an emotional condition;
restriction in physical activitic.s or in doing physical work;
disfigurement or defomiity;
head injury, stroke or any other brain damage;
a mental illness ret|uiring help or supervision;
ircaimcnt or medicalion for a long-lcrm condition or ailment;
any other long-temi condition.

Disabiliiy The hilcnialional Classification of Impairments. Disabilities and Handicaps 
definition for disabiliiy i.s as follows:

In the eimtexi of health experience, a 'Usability is any restriction or
lack (resiiltinft from an impairment) of ability tn perform an 
activity in the manner or within the ran^e consiilcred normal for 
hitman bein/t.

a

Il i.s difllculi 10 put such ;i broad concept into opcradon. The approach adopted 
for Illis suivcy wa.s to ask a series of screening queslion.s on limitations, 
restrictions and impairmenl.s about each individual. These questions had been 
developed in the two previous surveys on the topic (1981, 1988), and in testing 
for this survey. Three additional screening questions were included for this 
survey because of concern that specillc groups of people with disabiIitics were 
missed by the earlier surs'cys. It has been established that person.s identified by 

one or more of these i|uesiions were within the concepì of disability as 
commonly accepted by data users.
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For the puiposcs of Illis survey:

tlisiibilily wax defined as the presence of one or more of the below 
limitations, restrictions or impairments which had lasted, or were 
likely to last, for a period of 6 months or more.

loss of sight (even when wearing glasses or contact lenses);
loss of hearing;
speech difllcullies in native languages;
blackouts. Ills, or loss of consciousness;
slowness at learning or understanding;
incomplete use of anns or lingers;
difficulty gripping or holding small objects;
incomplete use of feet or legs;
ireaimeni for nerves or an emotional condition;
restriction in physical activities or in doing physical work;
disllgurcmcnl or defonnily;
long-term effects of head injury, stroke or any other brain damage;
a mental illness requiring help or supervision;
treatment or medicalion for a long-term condition or ailment and still 
restricted; and,
any other long-tenn condition resulting in a restriction.

Any derinilion of disability for this survey has to be stated in terms of the above. 
Certain value judgements arc implicit, for example, a person with loss of sight 
corrected by glassc.s is not included as having a disability, whereas a person 
with los.s of hearing corrected by a hearing aid is included as having a disability.

Disability without handicap Persons with a disability but not identified as having a handicap staled that they 
had one of the broad limitations, restrictions or impairments as given for 
disability, but then stated that they were not restricted in any of the specific 
tasks given to identify persons with a handicap.

Employed person Persons aged 15 years or more, who, in bis or her main job during the 
enumeration period:

worked for one hour or more for pay, profit, commission or payment in 
kind in a job, business, or on a farm (including employees, employers and 
self-employed persons);

worked for one hour or more withoui pay in a family business or on a 
farm, (excluding persons undertaking other unpaid voluntary work); or,

were employers, employees or self-employed person.s or unpaid family 
helpers who had a job, business or farm, but were not at work.
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Emploj'iiiciit liniilution An employment limitation relates to a person who has any of the following 
limitations because of their conditions:

is pennanently unable to work;
is restricted in the lype of work can/could do;
often needed lime off work;
is rcsiricted in the number of hours can/could work;
would require an employer to make special arrangements; or, 
is limiled in prospxrcts of oblaining/kecping/changing jobs.

This iniomialion was collected for persons in households aged 15 years or more 
not attending school. Retired persons were excluded.

Eslublish nients Establishments are defined for ihi.s survey as hospitals, nursing homes, hostels, 
retirement villages tind other'homes'.

Formal help Formal help is help provided to persons with one or more disabilities or persons 
aged 60 years or more by:

organisations or inilividuals representing such organisations (whether 
profit making or non-profit making, government or private);

family or friends living outside the house, or ncighbouis, who receive 
money on a regular basis for providing care;

other persons (excluding family, friends or neighbours as described in 
informal help) w ho provide care on a regular basis and who were not 
as.socialed with any organisation.

Handicap A handicap is ideniilied as a limitation to perform certain tasks associated with 
daily living. The limitation must be due to a disability and in relation to one or 
more of the areas listed below.

Self-earc - difliculiics in showering, bathing, dressing, eating, toilciting, 
bladder or bowel control;

Mobility (profound/sevcre/modcratc) - difficultie.s going places away 
from the homc/establishmcnt, moving about the housc/establishmcnt, 
transferring to and from a bed orchair.
.Mobility (mild) - limitation in walking 2(X) metres, walking up or down 
stairs or using public transport.

Verbal communication - dilliculiics understanding or being understood 
by strangcrs/lamily/rricnds/stafl'in the person's native language;
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Schooling - limited in the ability to attend school or needing to attend a 
special school orspccitil classes;

Employment - limited in the ability to work, the type of work performed 
»and other work problems such as the amount of time off required and 
ffi-xpecial arrangements which need to be made.

-■•SU Person.s tiged les.s than 5 years with one or more disabilities were all regarded a.s 
having a handicap, but were not classified by area of handicap. This was due to 
dilficultic.s inherent in determining whether the needs of children aged less than 
5 years were a funciioti of their age or their disability. ■

Health care activity Health ciire activity relates to lootcarc, taking meditation and dressing wounds.

Help needed A person with one or more disabilities i.s identified a.s having a need for help 
with an activity, if that person required help or supervision to do one or more 
spcciried tasks or, in some cases, would find the tasks(s) difficult to do alone. 
This person is considered to need help whether or not that help is actually 
received.

Help received Help received with tin activity relates only to persons with one or more 
disabilities and/or persons aged 60 years or more, who have identified that they 
need help. The source of help may be individuals, organisation«! or other bodies, 
hut does not include help from the use of aids or appliances.

Home help activity Home help activity covers tasks associated with household chores.

Home maintenance activity Home maintenance tictivity covers task.s such a.s changing light bulbs and minor 
repairs to the home.

Household A household consists ol a [x?rson or people who consider themselves to form a 
separate household or who have common eating arrangements. Boarders who 
receive accommodation and meals with other people in the household are 
treated as part of that household. Lodgers who arc provided with 
accommodation only are treated a.s separate households.

Impairment Impairment is delined by the World Health Organisation as follows:

In the context of health experience, an impairment is any loss 
abnormality of psychological, physiological or anatomical 
structure or function.

or
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Income unii Income unii rcliilcs lo people in households only, and consists of:

married couple income units - husbtind, wife (or de facto couple) and 

dependent children (if any);

one pareni income units - a parent and al least one dependent child; and,

one person income units - all persons not included above.

Informal help Informal help is help provided lo persons wiili one or more disabilities and/or 
persons aged 60 years or more in households, by family, friends or neighbours. 
Generally, it is unpaid. All help provided by family or friends living in the 
same household as the person with a disability is regarded as inforn-jal, whether 

or not the provider i.s p;iid (see formal help).

Living arrangement Living arrangement relates to the number ol persons in a household, whether the 
person lives alone, with other lamily members or with other non-rclatcd 
persons. Living arrangements were not determined for persons in special 

dwelling.s or establishments.

Main carer See Carer - Main HJK)
Sec Carer - Main (ntm-UK)

idilinn VMain di.sabling condition ¡■;-That condition identified hy the person with multiple conditions as the one ■ 

causing the most problems. Where only one condition is recorded, this is coded 

as the main disabling condition.

Mobility activity Mobility activity relates to going places away from the home or establishment; 
moving about the house or establishment; and transferring to and from a bed or 

a chair.

Mobility handicap
- ProfoundlSeverel Moderate A profound/severe/moderate mobility handicap relates to a person who has 

difficulties in:
• going places away from homc/esiablishment;
• moving about the house/establishmcnt; or,
. transferring to and from bed orchair.

- Mild A mild mobility handicap relates to a person who has difficulties in:

• using public transport;
. walking 200 metres; or,
. walking up and down stairs.
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Occupimi Occupani refers to all person.s who usually reside in establishments. This 
includes iiersons in wards, hostels and self-care units which were pan of the 
eslablishnieni, excluding staff.

Older person Older person refers lo persons aged 60 years or more.

Purlicipalion rale 'I he p;iriicipation rale for any group is the number of person.s in the labour force 
in th;it group (ie, employed plus unemployed) expressed as a percentage of the 
population aged 1.5 years and over in the same group.

Personal uff'iiirs aelivily Personal allairs aelivily includc.s financial management and writing letters. 
Financial managemcnl covers day-to-day activities such a.s keeping track of 
ex|x?nses and paying bills. Writing letters includes drafting and writing 
correspondence.

Personal care aelivllies Personal care is the term used to describe Ihe aciivitie.s of self-care, verbal 
comniunicalion and mobility as an overall undertaking.

Principal carer Sec Carer ■ Principal 11! Kt
See Carer - Principal (non-UKi

Privale dwelling Private dwellings are delhied as houses, flais, home units, garages, tents and 
other structures ised a.s private places of residence at the lime of the surs'cy.

Provider of help A provider ol help wiih an activity is a usual source of help nominated by 
persons with one or more disabilities and/or persons aged 60 years or more. Up 
lo three sources of infonnal help and two sources of formal help could be 
nominaied for each iiciivity.

Schooling liniilalion A schooling limitation relates to a person who:
• i.s unable lo aiieiid school;
• aiicnded a special school;
• attended speci;tl classes in an ordinary school;
• needed time off from school; or,
• had diflicully al school because of a disabling condition.

Thi.s information was collected for persons in liousehold.s aged 5 to 14 years and 
those aged 15 years or more still allending school.

Scope

P
^*3

Self-care activityw

The scope of any survey states the population to be covered by the survey, 
usually by giving the geographic area.s or population group.s to be excluded from 
the total resident population.

Self-carc aciiviiy relaies lo ihc csscniial lasks of show'ering and bailiing; 
dressing; caiing and feeding; loilciiing; and bladder and bowel conirol.
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Self-care handicap A self-care htindicap relates to difficulties in:
• showering tind btilhing;
• dressing;
• eating;
• toilelting; or,
• bladder or bowel control.

Severity of handicap Four levels ol severity (prolound, severe, moderate and mild) were determined 
lor each ol the three areas of handicap: self-care, mobility and verbal 
communication. These levels were based on the pcrson'.s ability to perform 
lask.s relevant lo these three areas and on the amount and type of help required. 
For each areti of handicap, the levels of severity are a.s follows:

prolound handicap - personal help or supervision always required;

severe handicap - personal help or supervision sometimes required ;

moderate htindicap - no personal help or supervision required, but the 
person hti.s difliculiy in performing one or more oftbe tasks;

mild handicap - no personal help or supervision required and no difficulty 
in performing any of ihe tasks, but the person uses an aid, or has a mild 
mobility handicap or cannot easily pick up an object from the floor.

The highest level of severity in any one of the area.s of self-care, mobility and 
verbal communication determines the severity of total handicap.

Severity of htindicap in each area and in total was not determined for children 
aged less I..an 5 yetirs due to difllcullies inherent in determining whether the 
needs ol the children aged less than 5 years were a function of their age or their 
disability. Addiliontilly, severity was not determined for people with only an 
employment or schooling limitation.

Special dwellings Special dwclling.s arc delined lor this survey as hotels, molds, boarding houses, 
educational and religious insiiiuiions, construction camps, caravan parks, etc.

Task A task i.s a component of an activity. For example, self-care activity comprises 
the following tasks: showcring/bathing, dressing, eating; toilciiing; and bladder 
or bowel control.

Transport activity Transport activity relates to using public transport, shopping and driving.

Type of residence Type of residence refers to cither a household or an cstablishmeni. Much of the 
data shown distinguishes between persons in these two types of residence as the 
survey wa.s conducted in two components.

Bi
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Unemployed persons

Unemployment role

Unmet need

Usual resident

Usual resident 
provider of help

Verbal communication 
activity

Verbal communication 
handicap

Unemployed persons arc those aged 15 years or more who were noi employed 
during the enumeration period, but claimed to be looking for work. (Thi.s is a 
Ics.s precise delinition than i.s used in the AB.S monthly Labour Force Survey, 
where, to be classified as unemployed, persons must have taken active steps to 
find work tind be available to start work if work is found.)

The unemployment rate lor any group is the number of unemployed persons 
expressed a.s a percentage o( the labour force (ie, employed plus unemployed) in 
the same group.

Unmet need relate.s only to persons with one or more disabilities and/or person.s 
aged 60 years or more, who need help. A person with one or more disabililies is 
considered to have an unmet need if:

hc/slie requires help, but is not receiving it;

he/she i.s receiving help, but the help is insufficient to satisfy the person's 
nced.s for a specific activity.

A usutil resident is a person who usually lives in that dwelling and regard.s it as 
his/Iicr own or main home.

A usutil resident provider of help is a person who usually lived in the 
same household as the person receiving help (sec household). This person
have spcni at least one night in the household during the enumeration period.

Verbal communication activity relate.s to understanding speech and 
being understood when speaking in the person's native 'anguage.

A verbal communication handicap relates to difficultics understanding 
or being understood by sirangers/family/friends/staff in the person's native 
language.

m'^si

I
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For more information ...

publishes a wide range of statistics and other information on Australia's 
A.?? conditions. Details of what is available in various publications

and Products available at all ABS Offices (see below for contact details)

Information Consultancy Service
tailored to sp^ial needs of clients car, be obtained from the Information 

Ho^aiic\ available at ABS Offices (see Information Inquiries below for 
CUilldCT OeTallS}.

National Dial-a-Statistic Line

0055 86 400
(SteaiJycom P/L premium rate 25o2l 4 secs,)

This number gives you 24-hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services
on electronic media Selections of most 

available, updated daily, on Discovery 
featurel^mhJm service delivers major economic indicator main
matures ready to download into personal computers on the day of release The 
PC Ausstats service enables on-line access to a data base of thousands of 

datasets are also available on diskette or Cd-rom 
ani ^the^ABS^r^r-o^“""; services available, contact Information Services in 
any ot the ABS Offices (see Information inquiries below for contact details) in

Bookshops and Subscriptions
AB9 various publications available from ABS bookshops in all
?e 1,;^^ ® below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS aiso provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on 

02 oem (telephone Publications Subscription Service toll
Tree on ooo 02 0608 Australia wide)

Sales and Inquines
Regional Offices
SYDNEY 
MELBOURNE 
BRISBANE 
PERTH 
ADELAIDE 
HOBART 
CANBERRA 
DARWIN

(02) 
(03) 
(07) 
(09)
(08) 
(002) 
(06) 
(089)

li'fomiaficn Inquiries 
i;68 4611 
615 7000 
222 6351 
323 5140 
237 7100 
20 5800 
207 0315 
43 2111

Bookshop Sales
268 4620
615 7820
222 6350
323 5307
237 7582
20 5800
207 0315
43 2111

National Office
act (06) 252 6007 008 020 608

Information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616


