








"TIME FOR ACTION"

FOREWORD
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No organisation or enterprise that wishes to be success-
ful in the future should be afraid to examine its per-
formance in a critical manner as a means of forming the
basis for future action.

For this reason, I believe it is particularly important
that the paper by R.M. Bourke, B. Carrad and P. Heywood
should be published, as it not only provides a
comprehensive and well informed review of past govern-
ment action on food problems but it also provides some
constructive thoughts about what could and should be
done in the future.

The publishing of this paper does not mean that the
Department of Primary Industry necessarily accepts all
of the suggestions, but it does recognise that here is

a very useful contribution. The Department intends to
carry out a review of its policies and the suggestions
made in this paper will be taken into account when
reviewing policy on Papua New Guinea's Food Problems.
With this in mind, the Department is publishing the
paper to encourage further critical and contructive
comments. Although the paper is not strictly a DPI
research report, it is an investigation into past
policies and it is considered that the Research Bulletin
series is the most appropriate forum in which to publish
the paper.

I commend the paper to all who read the Department's
Research Bulletins.

W.A. LAWRENCE.
Secretary.
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ABSTRACT

Papua New Guinea faces serious food problems. Food imports
have increased dramatically in the recent years and malnutrition
levels are high.

This paper deals with the food crops situation in Papua New
Guinea. A brief review of government attitudes to and action on
food and nutrition is given. Steps taken to implement the Food and
Nutrition Policy are critically evaluated. Rice imports are
examined, particularly the 40% increase in import volume since
1975/76. A price rise is preferred to the rice import quota which
was applied in 1979. It is calculated that about half of the

imported rice is consumed in non-urban areas.

Action needed to increase food production is discussed in
detail for both the subsistence and commercial sectors.
Attitudinal change to support domestic producers is seen as
critical to success. Action required in the following areas is
discussed: processing, storage, transport, wholesaling, retailing,
training, research and data collection. A list of food items which
can be progressively banned as imports is proposed. It is
essential that the effect of actions suggested on food supply and
nutritional status be monitored. It is proposed that a food and
nutrition working group be established.
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