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i\oie: ( are should he taken not to overemphasise the signifi­
cance of changes in estimates of retail sales between 
single months. .An indication of the current trend in the 
series is given by the change of the seasonally adjusted 
total for the latest 3 months from the total for the 
preceding 3 months.

Survey estimates are subject io sampling and non­
sampling variability as explained in paragraphs 9 to ¡4 
below.

Particular attention is directed to paragraphs 15 to 17 
concerning interpretation of the seasonally adjusted 
estimates.

.After adjustment for seasonal fluctuations and the number of 

trading days, the estimated value of retail sales in Australia 
(excluding sales of motor vehicles, parts, petrol, etc.) for April 
1986 is 0.4% higher than for March 1986. There has been a small 
downward revision to the previously published March estimate. 
In unadjusted terms the estimate is 3.2% higher than for March 
1986.
For the 3 months ended April 1986 the seasonally adjusted value 
of retail sales is virtually unchanged from the preceding 3 
months ended January 1986 (see Chart 2), and 11.0% higher 
than for the corresponding 3 months of the previous year (i.e. 
the 3 months ended April 1985).
As shown in Chart 2, with the inclusion of figures for April 1986, 
there has been a virtual halt in the growth of seasonally adjusted 
retail sales over recent months.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
I his publication presents a series ol monthly esti­

mates of the value of retail sales based on the 1979-80 
retail census results. .April 1982 was Ihe last month for 
which estimates were made as part of the previous series 
(based on 1973-74 retail census results). The new series 
has been seasonally adjusted using factors derived from 
the old series, on the presumption that the seasonal and 
other forms of calendar variation in the two series are 
expected Io be similar.

Reliability of estimates
9. Since the estimates are based on informât ion obtain-

2. In addition Io total estimates for Australia this 
publication provides statistics ot the value of retail sales 
classified by broad industry for each State and Australia. 
Il will not be possible to publish seasonally adjusted 
figures classified by State and industry until estimates on 
this basis are available for al least four years.

ed from a sample survey of retail establishments, the 
estimates of levelsand movements are subject to sampling 
variability, that is, they may differ from the figures that 
would have been produced if all uniis had been included 
in the survey. One measure of the likely difference is given 
by the standard error which indicates the extent to which 
an estimate might have varied by chance because only a 
sample of unit.s was included. There are about two 
chances in three that a sample estimate will differ by less 
than one standard error from the figure that would have 
been obtained if all units had been included, and about 
nineteen chances in twenty that the difference will be less 
than two standard errors.

t

10. Standard errors of estimates for the latest month

3. As well as the monthly estimates this publication 
shows, in fable I. estimates for periods of .3 months, for 
Australia (total all industries), derived by summing the 
monthly estimates.

and of estimate.s of movement since the preceding month 
are shown in the tables. Examples of the use of these 
standard errors are given below:

4. A quarterly series providing estimates for the value
ol retail sales lor .Australia and Stales classified by 
commoditv groups is published in Catalogue No. 8503.0. 
Analy sis ol the quarterly commodity data may lead to 
revisions in the monthly industry series. For this reason 
the monthly figures w hich relate to periods subsequent Io 
the latest quarterly release should be regarded as pre- 
li mi na ry.

(a) I he estimate of $4.293.9 million for the total 
value of retail sales of goods in April 1986 has a 
standard error of about $27.5 million. Therefore 
there are two chances in three that the figure 
which would have been obtained if all establish­
ments had been included in the survey would be 
within the range $4,266.4 million to $4,321.4 
million and nineteen chances in twenty that the 
figure would be within $4,238.9 million to 
$4,348.9 million.

Scope and coverage
5. All establishments classified to siibdiv ision 48 ol the
Australian Standard Industrial Classification. 1978 
Edition (ASIC) except motor establishments (ASIC 
classes 4861-4868). bread and milk vendors (4878-4879). 
footwear repairers (4846) and electrical appliance re­
pairers ii.e.c. (4857) are included in the scope of the 
suryev. Also included are establishments classified to 
cafes and restatiranis (9231). hotels, etc. (mainly drinking 
places)(9232). licensed clubs (9241-9243) and hairdressers 
(9351-9352).

6. I he scope of the survey includes establishments in

(b) I he estimated movement of +$l 34.4 million (3.2 
percent) in the total value of retail sales of goods 
between March 1986 and April 1986 has a 
standard error of about $22.7 million (0.5 per 
cent). Therefore there are two chances in three 
that the movement which would have been 
obtained if all establishments had been included 
in the survey would be within the range +$111.7 
million to+$157.1 million (2.7 percent to 3.7 per 
cent) and nineteen chances in twenty that the 
movement would be within +$89.0 million to 
+S179.8 million (2.2 per cent to 4.2 per cent).

all States and Ihe Australian Capital Territory but 
excludes tho.,c in Ihe Northern lerritory. II. Standard errors of estimates of movement between

I he survey is based on a random sample of retail 
and serx iee establishments within the scope of the survey 
.IS defined above. From the data reported by the sampled 
cstablishinents aggregates comprising all retail sales in 
Australia (excluding Northern l erritory) are estimated.

non consecutive months are not shown in this publication. 
These standard errors are generally much higher than the 
standard errors of movement between consecutive 
months. For example the standard error of movement 
between the latest month and the corresponding month of 
the previous year is. on average, approximately 1.4 times 
the standard error of level of the latest month.

Retail industry statistics
8. Details of the value of retail sales are available for 15
retail industries. Retail industries consist of individual 
AS If classes or combi nations of ASIC classes. Ihe .ASIC 
classes which make up each retail industry were described 
in the May 1982 issue of this publication.

Standard errors of estimates for Australia for the
latest 3-monthly period and of estimates of movement 
since the preceding 3-monthly period and since the 
corresponding 3-monthly period in the previous year are 
shown in fable I.
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Slaiidard errors ol esliniales ior Stalesand industries 
lor 3-tnonlhly periods and for movements between 3- 
monthly periods are not shown in this publication. The 
standard error of level lor the latest 3-monthly period, for 
instanee, i; on average, approximately .3 times the 
standard error of level lor the latest month. I he standard 
error of movement since the preceding 3-monlhly period 
IS also, on average, appro.ximately .3 times the standard 
error ol level for the latest month. I'he standard error of 
movement since the corresponding 3-monthly period in 
the previous year is. on average, appro.ximately 4 2 time.s 
the standard error of level for the latest month.

14. I he imprecision due to sampling variability, which
IS measured b\ the standard error, should not be confused 
with inaccuracies that may occur because of imperfections 
111 reporting by respondentsand errors madeincollection 
and processing of data. Inaccuracies of this kind are 
relerred to as the non-sampling error and they may occur 
in any collection, whether it be a full count or only a 
sample, [•very effort is made to reduce the non-sampling 
error lo a minimum by careful design of forms, editing of 
data and efficient operating procedures.

Seasonal adjustment
15. Seasonally adjusted statistics are shown in fable I.
In the seasonal adjustment of the estimates, account has 
been taken of both normal seasonal factors and ‘trading­
day 'effects (a rising from the varying numbers of Sundays, 
Mondays. I uesdaysetc. in the month). While the normal 
seasonal laetors should change only gradually from year 
to year, the trading-day adjustment for any month will 
vary from year to year in accordance with the combi nation 
ol days which oeeur in the month. Adjustment has also 
been made lor the effects of movement in the date of 
faster aiul .Australia Day holidays. It should be noted 
that the technique of seasonal adjustment does not 
remove Iroin the series the effect of irregular influences 
le.g. abnormal weather, industrial disputes) and that the 
seasonally adjusted figures still reflect the sampling and 
non-sampling errors to which the original figures are 
siibiect. Details ol the methods used in seasonally adjust­
ing this and other series are given in Seasonally AdiuslecI 
Induatiirs. Aiisiralla ( I3(IX.()).

16. I he seasonally adjusted retail sales series is sub­
stantially influenced by ihe trading day adjustments that 
are made prior to the seasonal analysis. Following the 
substantial changes that have taken place in trading 
patterns in the retail industry over the past few years, a 
new set of trading day weights wa.s introduced in the July 
19X4 issue of this publication.

17. I he effects of changes in trading patterns are most 
pronounced in months where seasonal influences are 
greatest, such as December and January. For example, 
retail sales are estimated to have increased by 28.2 per 
cent in December 19X5 and to have decreased by 27.1 per 
cent in January 1986. It is evident from Table I that a very 
high proportion of this month to month change is 
seasonal in nature, so that a small degree of uncertainty 
about how much of the change is seasonal (including 
trading day ellects) makes a large difference to the 
residual, which is the estimate of the trend plus irregular 
movement. For this and other reasons outlined in para­
graph 15 particular care should be exercised in interpreting 
monthly movements based on the seasonally adjusted 
estimates.

Related publications
IX. Other statistics compiled from the retail surveys are 
published rquarterly in Retail Sales of Goods, (Excluding 
Motor I'ehicles. Parts. Petrol, etc.) Australia (8503.0).

19. Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications. Australia (1101.0). 
Ihe ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, a 
Publications Advice (1 105.0) which lists publications to 
he released in the next few days. The Catalogue and 
Publications Advice are available from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages 
n.p. not available for publication but included in 

totals
r figure or series revised since previous issue

Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals.

IAN CASTLES 
Australian Statistician

i
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TABLE 1. TOTAL VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS {EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES» PARTS, 
PETROL, ETC) AUSTRALIA(a)

MON I HI Y ESTIMATES

Period Original Seasonally adjusted

Month—

% change from 
preceding 

month

% change from 
preceding 

month

/W— 
February 
Ma rch
April 
May 
.1 line
July 
August 
September 
October r 
\member r 
December r

3.517.2
3.847.1
3.846.5
4.246.2
3.809..3
4.066..3
4.127.8
3.988.7
4.384.6
4.572.5
5.874.8

-7.5
9.4
0.0

10.4
-10.3

6.7
1.5

9.9

28 5

3.W.2
3,980.5
3.997.2
4.111.9
4.136.7
4.200.5
4.195.9
4.281.1
4.348.6
4,358.2
4.406.4

-1.3
0.9
0.4
2.9
0.6
1.5

-0.1
2.0

1.6
0.2
1.1

¡986 
.luntutry 
Tebi luiry 
March r 
April

.1.936.8
4.159.5
4.29.V9

■27,1
-8.0
5.7
3.2

4.485.6
4.412.5
4.400.5
4.419. .3

1.8 
-1.6 
-0.3 
0.4

Standard errortb) td
April 1986
Change April 1986 In m March 1986

21S
22.7 0.5

.^monthly estimates

Pern>d Original Seasonally adjusted

.? months ended

change from 
preceding 
3 months

% change from 
corresponding

3 months of 
previous year $z?i

9^ change from 
preceding 
3 months

% change from 
corresponding

3 months of 
previous year

/W 
April 
.Inly 
October

I I.2IO.8
I2.12I.8
12.501.1

-14..3
8.1 
.3.1

7.1
10.8
12.5

11.920.9
12.449.1
12.825.6

1.0
4.4
3.0

8.0
11.2
12.3

¡986- 
.laniKiry 
April

14.727.2
12..^9().2

17.8
-15.9

12.6
10.5

}3,25Q.2
l.U.^2.3 -0.1

12.2 
Il.O

Standard errorte) of
1 months ended April 1986
Change: 3 months ended April 1986 from 

,3 months ended .lanuary 1986 
3 months ended April 1985

7H.7

82.5
100.7

0.6
0.9

la) I'sehiding Northern Territory. (b) See paragraphs 9 to 14 (c) See paragraphs 9 to 14. Standard errors shown are approximations only.

X



Month

1985 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
Inly 
August 
September 
October r 
November r 
December r

¡986 
January 
February 
March r 
April

Standard Error 
l.evel(b) 
Movemeni(c)

¡985 
February 
March 
.April 
May- 
June 
July- 
August 
September 
October r 
November r 
December r

1986 - 
January 
February 
March r 
April

Standard Error 
Level(b) 
Movement(c)

TABLE 2. TOTAL VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS (EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, PARTS, PETROL, ETC.) 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES BY INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA(a), STATES AND AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

($ million)

Grocers, 
ctmfect 

toners, 
tohacc- 

onists Butchers
General 

stores

Other 
food 

stores

Hotels, 
liquor Clothing
stores. and

licensed fabrics
eluhs stores

Dept, 
stores

AUSTRALIA(a)

Domestic
Foot- hardware Electrical
wear stores,

Floor

stores jewellers
goods Furniture coverings
stores stores stores Chemists

News­
agents Other Total

1,172.9
1,259.0
1,242.7
1.312.1
1,227.8
1,315.4
1,331.0
1,270.6
1,386.9
1,389.4
1,544.9

1.396.6
1,309.9
1,407.2
1,383.1

12.9
9.5

354.6
374.9
369.4
393.9
372.0
426.4
403.7
390.4
421.5
423.6
482.6

422.2
394.0
422.8
419.8

6.6
3.6

122.9
13.3 0
129.6
141.2
131.5
143.4
147.2
140.3 
159..3
157.8
178.2

1.51.0
156.1
144,9
147.3

6.4
4.0

50.2
53.6
53.3
59.3
54.8
58.3
60.4
56.4
65.4
63.2
74.5

60.7
53.4
61.1
62.8

4.2
2.6

32.1
33,9
38.9
43.8
37.3
40.4
36.4
37.1
40,9
41.5
69.6

40..3 
35.4
36.9 
42.2

0.7
0.6

7.5
8.6
9.3

10.9
9.1

11.7
9.6
9.6

10.2
10.6
16.7

11.4
8.8
9.1

12.4

0.5
0.5

228.2
241.8
243.5
247.7
232.2
250.3
261.1
262.3
273.9
280.4
303.5

291.5
260.8
278.8
277.7

9.0
7.0

89.1
96.9
97.0
98.3
95.2
99.3

102.4
103.7
109.4
115.5
125.3

11 1.0 
101.7 
109.0 
112.0

6.6
4.6

435.8
467.8
451.8
461.5
435.4
446.1
477.7
470.3
494.4
523.4
668.0

531.6
482.7
524.2
489.6

8.6
5.1

159.0 
172..3 
164.4 
166.8 
157.8 
164.4 
174.3 
169.2 
181.4 
191.5 
245.8

193.8
172.1
187.6
179.4

5.5
3.1

291.1
337.9
365.6
441.1
370.5
388.5
376.3
364.8
430.3
457.9
618.8

362.0
34.3.3
345.0
414.1

8.2
6.4

342.8 
401.9 
448.3
536.9 
428.0 
458.6 
445.6
429.4 
486.6 
536.2 
915.2

437.9
368.4
413.0
452.8

0.0
0.0

NEW SOUTH WALES

103..3
115.6
13.3.2
163.6
130.7
139.6
132.6
128.7
161.9
176.5
230.6

139.1
119.6
122.3
139.4

4.8
3.8

144.9
171.8
189.6
228.7
175.6
198.4
182.6
174.5
206.3
226.6
391.2

191.5
149.6
171.3
184.1

0.0
0.0

53.7
58.1
67.2
80.5
65.3
65.4
63.2
67.8
77.2
77.2
93.5

76.1
58.5
60.2
78.5

3.4
2.3

17.8
19,4
23.0
28.5
22.8
21.8
21.2
23.5
30.2
31.5
35.0

29.2
20.0
22.2
26.6

2.6
1.5

For footnotes see end of table.

85.7
91.4
86.9
96.6
81.1
86.5
92.7
90.6

113.0
136.4
237.3

106.6
102.1
102,7
102.8

3.9
4.2

30.6 
32.5 
31.2
36.1 
29.7 
30.5 
34.0 
32.8
42.0 
55.4 
99.3

42.2
38.8
38.9
40.9

3.0
2.8

189.6
222.0
202.2
250.9
221.1
231.8
233.1
219.0
231.2
249.3
350.9

222.7
196.9
200.6
220.7

6.7
6.2

56.3
66.2
63.7
74.8
66.7
76.7
71.1
67.6
71.2
82.0

118.3

68.5
60.4
65.0
61.7

2.7
3.2

88.5 
98.9 
99.3

114.9
104.4
121.0
118.7
116.7
126.7
133.3
145.2

114.1
107.7
109.9
117.2

5.3
5.7

31.6
34.6
37.2
41.0
38.0
44.2
42.5
42.8
40.6
44.5
48.8

35.1
35.1
37.3
39.8

4.1
4.2

37.5
40.0
43.1
51.3
45.5
47.7
48.3
46.4
54.1
55.4
51.3

38.8
41.6
41.6
48.5

3.6
3.1

13.3
15.0
16.4
18.3
17.7
19.9
19.0
18.0
17.0
19.8
18.2

11.2
11.7
11.8
13.7

1.9
1.2

140.9
152.0
143.2
161.1
154.1
164.3
168.1
157.3
169.3
173.3
215.3

167.2
155.4
161.2
171.6

6.0
4.3

64.3 
69.4 
61.4
69.6 
69.1
72.4
73.2 
69.9 
72.1
74.9 
88.9

71.3
65.3
67.0
71.6

4.0 
2.1

147.8
145.1
133.2
143.9
127.7
141.4
145.3
138.9
142.0
149.8
188.5

I53.I 
157.5 
146.0 
146.0

5.6
3.7

60.5
59.6
57.5
60.2
52.8
59.2
61.8
57.6
60.9
64.2
78.4

60.3
64.8
60.0
61.8

3.6
2.0

147.7
164.4
151.1
162.7
147.5
165.5
183.1
177.4
198.9
211.4
294.6

190.2
180.6
187.0
201.7

8.0
6.8

47.1
54.4
52.7
55.8
52.5
59.5
64.7
63.4
70.3
75.2
99.6

67.6
70.4
70.8
81.2

5.6
5.0

3,517.2
3,847.1
3,846.5
4,246.2
3.809.3
4,066.3
4,127.8
3,988.7
4,384.6
4,572.5
5,874.8

4,279.9
3,936.8
4,159.5
4,293.9

27.5
22.7

1,230.1
1,344.8
1,359.4
1,505.9
1,344.6
1,482.5
1,453.1
1,408.2
1,560.6
1,655.1
2,153.2

1,514.9
1,365.9
1,456.2
1,507.2

17.5
13.7



Month

1985 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June
July 
.August 
September 
October r 
November r 
December r

1986 
January 
February 
March r 
April

Standard Error 
Lcvel(b) 
Movementlc)

/ 985 - 
I'ebruary 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October r 
November r 
December r

¡986- 
January 
February 
March r 
April

Standard Error— 
Level(b) 
Movemenifc)

TABLE 2. TOTAL VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS (EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, PARTS, PETROL, ETC.) 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES BY INDUSTRY, AUSTRALIA(a), STATES AND AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY continued 

($ million)

Grocers, 
confect- 
toners, 
tobacc­

onists Butchers
(ieneral 

stores

Other

Hotels.
liifuor Clothing
stores,

food licensed
stores clubs

and 
fabrics 
stores

Dept, 
stores

VICTORIA

Domestic 
Foot- hardware Electrical
wear stores.

Floor

stores jewellers
goods Furniture coverings
stores stores stores Chemists

News­
agents Other Total

348.5
371.0
362,5
383.0
352.7
359.2
378.9
358.5
399.1
402.1
434.7

389.0
373.9
401.0
396.0

8.3
6.2

194.7 
215.5 
212.0 
225.5 
212.5 
226.3 
233.5
223.1 
241.5
240.2 
268.6

259.9
233.9
248.8
240.0

6.0
5.3

34.1 
35.8
36.6 
38.9
37.2 
42.3 
43.9 
42.4 
46.8 
48.0 
52.3

9.5 
8.9

11..3 
12.1 
10.4 
10.7 
10.2 
10.5 
11.9 
12.1 
20.5

52.0
53.2
58.0
57.5
51.7
53.7
57.9
58.3
61.6
61.0
64.9

97.7 
105.8 
lOl.l 
101.1
94.6 
93.4 
98.1 
99.5

105.6 
112.6 
147.6

95.3 
Î 13.1 
115.6 
139.4 
119.4 
I 19.1 
118.1 
112.8 
133.2 
138.3 
191.9

72.3
83.5
92.8

110.9
89.6
93.4
96.8
87.8
99.9

110.4
192.4

16.1 
17.2 
18.8
21.5 
16.8 
18.4 
17.1
17.2 
19.4 
19.0
25.0

25.8 
27.1
28.9 
29.7 
25.1
25.4 
25.6 
23.9
34,0 
37.4 
59.8

53.1 
60.8
54.9 
70.8 
60.3
61.3 
66.7

bFl 
69.1 
96.4

26.4 
28.0
24.8
28.5 
25.1
31.9 
32.7
32.4 
40.9
43.1 
45.2

7.9
8.8

10.7
13.8
12.5
11.7
12.3
12.6
16.1
15.3
14.3

30.0 
32.8 
33.1
38.9 
35.6 
36.2
37.1 
33.3
37.9 
40.0
55.9

42.4 
37.8
31.1 
33.9
29.0 
33.4 
34.1
34.5 
33.3
35.4 
47.0

45.0 
49.0
40.1 
41.8
36.1 
44.2 
48.8 
46.8
52.6 
55.2 
86.1

956.2 
1,033.0 
1,020.3 
1,121.6

996.0 
1,034.2 
1,078.5 
1,033.3
1,157.9 
1,199.1 
1,534.0

46.5
43.3
43.7
43.2

10.6
9.9

10.4
11.6

65.9
59.5
63.6
61.2

117.5
111.2
121.2
105.9

102.1
103.0
103.7
139.1

87.5
75.7
85.7
97.4

17.4
15.5
14.8
21.9

34.1 
32 2 
32.5 
31.1

64.8
58.0
58.8
70.8

36.9
31.7
31.3
34.8

11.7
13.0
13.0
13.8

37.9
38.8
39.3
43.0

38.0
40.3
35.0
34.5

49.8
48.0
47.1
50.5

1,110.0
1,053.9
1,101.0
1,154.7

3.7
2.2

0.0 
0.0

4.5
2.7

4.4
3.2 4.0

0.0 
0.0

1.8
1.2

2.0 
2.1

5.4 
4.8

2.5 
2.6

1.5 
1.5

3.7
3.3

3.0 
1.9

4.2 
3.5

16.1
13.0

QUEENSLAND

19.1 
22.6 
18.6
20.3 
18.9 
20.3
20.7 
20.6
24.1 
23.4 
25.1

21.4
18.1
18.6
20.0

2.5 
1.5

5.6
6.5
6.6

6.9
7.1
5.9
6.4
6.6
6.2

H.7

38.2 
40.3 
39.7
40.7 
36.8
40.1 
42.1
40,7 
43.5
43.8 
47.6

80.3
85.4
84.8
90.1
84.5
90.9

100.8
95.2
95.3

101.6
127.1

34.3 
41.7 
43.7 
52.8
47.3 
48.2 
50.9 
50.7
57.1 
57.9 
78.5

44.5
53.3
58.4
69.6
59.0
60.2
58.5
62.4
64.3
69.1

124.1

6.4 
7.6
9.3 

11.3 
10.8
9.9 

10.6 
11.2 
10.7 
10.2 
13.0

13.7 
16.3 
12.4 
13.5 
11.8
13.7 
15.5 
16.5
19.1 
22.6 
39.1

31.6 
39.0
34.5 
43.2 
39.7 
38.3
39.4 
37.3 
39.3
38.8 
54.6

10.8
13.3
14.7
16.3
15.5
18.8
17.6
16.3
18.4
19.3
23.1

5.8 
5.4 
6.0 
7.5 
5.0 
5.2 
5.6
4.8 
8.6 
8.3 
6.9

18.8 
21.0 
21.5 
21.9 
21.0 
23.1 
24.7 
22.9 
26.0 
25.7 
31.8

21.5 
23.0
21.4 
23.7 
22.2 
23.5
23.7 
22.9
22.8 
23.8
28.9

23.3 
24.4
24.2 
27.1
24.4 
25.8
29.8 
28.4
31.3 
34.1
44.1

548.7 
615.3 
607.8
671.1 
616.2
651.4 
679.1
659.4 
708.6
725.1 
924.2

7.1
6.1
6.4
6.6

0.0 
0.0

52.8
46.0
49.2
48.1

98.3
89.9
96.6
93.5

49.6
45.4
47.1
52.4

59.4
49.9
55.8
57.9

12.6
8.6
8.4

11.8

16.6
16.9
17.5
15.7

38.4
32.4
32.2
38.0

17.5
17.1
16.9
18.3

5.3
6.5
6.0
7.5

24.4
21.3
23.7
24.5

28.8
25.2
23.8
25.0

29.4
23.8
24.3
27.5

721.6
641.2
675.2
686.9

3.2 
4.2

3.7 
1.1

2.8 
2.4

0.0 
0.0

1.0 
0.9

1.4
2.3

2.3 
1.8

1.2
1.4

2.3 
2.1

2.0 
1.5

2.4 
1.9

3.2 
1.9

For footnotes sec end of table.

11.3
10.5



Month

/W 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October r 
November r 
December r

1986 
.lanuary 
February 
March r 
April

Standard Error 
Levcl(b) 
Movemenifc)

1985— 
February 
March 
April 
May 
•lune 
July 
August 
September 
October r 
November r 
December r

1986- 
January 
February 
March r 
April

Standard Error 
Levelf b) 
Movement(c)

TABLE 2. TOTAL VALVE OF RETAIL SALES OF GOODS (EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, PARTS, PETROL, ETC.) 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES BY INDUSTRY, Al’STRALIA(a), STATES AND AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY -continued 

($ million)

(irocers, 
confect­

ioners, 
tobacc­

onists Huichers
General 

stores

Other 
food 

stores

Notéis.
liquor Clothing
------- andstores.

licensed fabrics
clubs stores

Dept 
stores

Domestic
Fool- hardware Electrical
wear stores.

Floor

stores jewellers

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

goods Furniture coverings
stores stores stores Chemistsstores

News­
agents Other Total

107.3 
116.3 
118..3 
124.3 
1 16.6 
1 17.0 
124.6 
I 18.H 
128.4 
125.3 
141.1

124.6
117.4
130.7
128.3

3.0 
1.4

I 14,3 
124.7 
122.4 
125.1
117.0 
125.0 
129.3 
121.2 
132.8 
134.1 
149.3

140.3
133.3
141.2
137.3

2.0 
2.5

8.7 
9.6 

10.0 
10.8
9.5 

10.4 
10.1
9.2

10.0 
10..3 
12.2

10.6
9.6
9.7
9.7

0.6
0.6

5.4
5.4
5.2
5.7
5.4
5.9
6.0
5.7
6.6
6.8
7.1

5.6
5.8
5.7
6.4

1.3
0.8

3.7
4.0
4.5
5.0
4.4
4.5
4.5
4.2
4.7
5.0
7.5

4.5
3.8
4.1
4.4

0.5 
0.3

4.8 
5.0
6 !
6.9
5.5
5.5
5.3
5.4
6.0
6.3

11.4

5.5
5.8
6.1
6.3

O.i 
0.0

17.4 
18.7
17.5 
19.0
17.7 
19.8 
20.2 
20.9 
23.5 
24..3 
26.6

23.5
19.6
21.5
21.7

2.0 
1.2

23.3
24.1
22.2
23.3
22.4
26.8
27.3
27.9
25.5
25.6
28.3

27.6
24.2
25.3
24.9

1.7 
0.9

34.0 
36.6 
37.6 
38.4 
36.6
34.6 
37.4 
37,.3 
40.8 
42.2
54.1

44.5
40..3
45.1
39.1

1.9
1.2

22.7
27.1
27.9
31.1
27.3
28.7
27.5
27.0
29.9
33.3
44.0

27.6
27.8
24.7
32.8

1.3 
1.2

34.8 
41.5 
46.9 
54.0 
46.1 
47.9 
49.2 
48.0 
52.1
58.8 
87.3

43.1
41.2
41.4
51.3

0.0 
0.0

4.8
5.3
5.9
6.7
5.2
5.6
5.2
5.6
6.3
6.2
7.9

6..3
5.5
5.2
6.8

0.3 
0.5

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

47.1
48.7
45.4
46.3
44.1
44.9
48.5
50.8
50.9
54.7
66.5

56.5
49.7
52.1
51.3

2.0 
1.6

6.1
6.1
5.8
6.9
6.0
6.9
7.1
6.5
6.5
8.0

16.1

18.9
21.2
18.8
22.5
20.6
20.9
20.9
19.4
21.5
24.3
33.7

8.4 
9.4

10.3 
13.8 
I2.I
11.8 
10.8 
10.7 
11.4 
11.5 
12.7

4.7
4.8
3.9
4.4
4,5
4.2
4.2
4.5
4.0
3.6
4.1

12.4
12.8
11.8
13.2
12.3
13.6
13.2
12.7
13.7
13.4
14.9

7.2
7.8
7.1
8.4
8.2
8.4
8.5
7.8
9.1
9.3

10.5

12.4
14.6
12.2
12.9
11.5
11.3
12.4
11.9
15.1
15.5
21.4

303.6
335.8
338.3
371.2
338.6
345.5
355.9
344.6
376.9
390.9
493.9

5.0
5.5
5.5
6.4

0.4 
0.3

18.3
17.7
17.4
19.4

10.5
10.0
9.7

11.8

3.4
3.7
3.6
4.2

13.9
12.4
13.0
13.0

8.4
8.9
8.6
7.6

14.2
13.6
15.7
15.2

358.3
337.1
356.0
371.8

0.7
1.8
1.8

0.2 
0.3

1.1 
0.4

0.9
0.7

1.4
1.4

5.4 
4.1

22.8
25.8
29.6
36.4
29.4
36.7
33.4
31.7
33.1
35.6
51.2

29.6
33.3
32.8
33.0

1.2
1.4

26.9
29.7
33.4
44.7
33.9
32.6
33.3
33.4
36.8
40.9
67.0

33.1
31.3
35.0
35.7

0.0 
0.0

5.3
5.3
6.6
8.2
6.3
6.8
6.0
7.0
7.2
7.0
8.7

7.2
5.7
6.4
7.6

0.4 
0.4

For footnotes see end of table.

6.4
6.4
5.6
6.6
5.6
6.7
7.1
7.3
7.2
7.7

13.8

21.3
24.6
20.3
27.1
23.3
23.0
24.6
21.5
22.1
23.2
30.7

6.4
8.0
7.3
9.6
8.4
8.8
9.5
8.8 

lO.I
9.0
9.3

3.3 
3.5 
3.6 
4.6
3.4 
4.3 
4.9 
3.9
6.0 
6.0
5.4

9.9
10.6
10.0
11.3
10.2
12.9
13.8
12.4
13.3
12.9
16.3

9.9 
10.2
9.9 

11.0
9.6 

11.2 
11.6
10.3 
10.2 
Il.l
15.4

12.2 
13.3 
12.9 
15.3
14.0 
14.9
16.2 
15.9
18.7 
19.6 
27.5

319.3 
345.3
340.6 
382.1
338.4 
366.0 
376.6 
363.3
386.5 
400.3 
508.0

5.1
5.2
5.3
5.7

0.4 
0.3

23.2
19.6
19.0
21.2

10.2
9.2

10.6
7.6

5.4
5.1
5.5
7.3

13.6
12.0
I3.I
13.3

11.5
11.5 
10.9
ll.O

15.7 
14.3
15.5 
17.1

390.3
366.2
384.4
385.8

1.2 
0.7

0.6 
1.3

1.0 
1.0

1.0 
0.6

1.4
0.7

1.4
I.O

4.9



Month

1985 
l-ebruary 
March 
Anril 
May 
.lune 
July 
August 
September 
October r 
November r 
December r

I9M\ 
.lanuary 
Lebruary 
March r 
April

Standard Lrror 
Level! b) 
Movenient(c)

1985 
February 
March 
Anril 
May 
.lune 
July 
August 
September 
October r 
November r 
December r

1986— 
.lanuary 
February 
March r 
April

Standard Error — 
Level! b) 
Movementfe)

TABLE 2. TOTAL VALUE OF RETAIL .SALES OF GOOD.S (EXf LUOING MOTOR VEHICLES. PARTS, PETROL. ETC.) 
MONTHLY ESTIMATES BY INDUSTRY, AUSTRAI.IAI«), STATES AND AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY—ionz/nueiZ 

(S million)

Grocers, 
conleei- 

toners, 
tobacc­

onists Butchers
General 

stores

Other 
food 

stores

Hotels.
liquor Clothing
stores, 

licensed 
dubs

and 
fabrics 

stores
Dept, 
stores

TASMANIA

Domestic 
Foot- hardware Electrical
wear stores,

Floor

stores jewellers
goods Furniture coverings
stores stores stores Chemists

News­
agents Other Total

35.4 
37.0
37.1
38.8 
36.2
38.4 
39.5
36.8 
40.9 
41.1
45.5

38.8
37.8
40.6
38.8

0,9 
0.7

18.1
19.5
21.0
21.5
20,7
23.1
21.5
21.8
22.7
22,9
23.1

21.9
19.6
22.1
22.9

1.0
0.3

4,2 
4.1
4.5 
4.1
4.5 
4 5 
4 5
4.7

5^4

4.6
4.2
4.4

0.2 
0.2

1.3
1.8
1.9
1.9
1.6
1.7
1.6
1.6
1.6
1.6
1.6

1.7
1.7
1.8
1.3

0.1
0.2

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p, 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

4.6
5.0
5,5
5.6
5.3
6.2
6.4
6.3
6.3
6 i
6.5

6.6
6.1
6.6
6.3

0.5 
0.3

3.7
3.6
3.5
3.4
3.2
4.4
4.6
4.5
4.1
4.2
4.2

4.0
3.6
3.6
3.5

0.4 
0.1

12.7
13.6
13.3
13.2
12.4
12.5
13.3
13.1
14.1
14.4
19,1

15.0
14.2
15.0
13.9

1.0 
0.1

8.5
9.5
9.3

10.6 
10.1
9.5 
8.1
8.2
8.7

10.0
15.4

10,4
11.7
14.6
14.8
12.8
13.6
13.7
12.1
14.7
16.6
29.6

2.4
2.2
2.5
2.8
2.2
2.0
2.0
2.3
2.3
2.4
3.0

1.3

1.4
1.9

1.6
1.5
1.7
2.3
2.6
3.7

3.7
4.5
4.7
6.1
5.1
5.2
5.1
5.0
5.8
6.4
9.6

3.1
3.5
2.9
3.5
3.2
3.3
3.2

2.8
3.2
3.4

1.8
1.6
1.5
1.7
1.6
1.4
1.4
1.6
1.6
1.6
1.5

3.3 
3.2
3.0 
3.5 
3.1 
2.9 
3.1
3.1 
3.2 
3.3 
4.2

3.9
4.0
3.9
4.3
3.7
3.2
3.2
3.3
3.2
3.4
5.0

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

99.9 
106.7 
108.7 
116.6 
105.7 
109.3 
110.7 
106.6 
116.9 
122.4 
161.3

8.4
9.1
9.2

10.5

11.5
11.7
12.4
13.3

2.2
2.4
2.3
2.8

2.0
1.7
1.4
1.5

4.6
4.1
4.1
5.2

2.6
2.5
2.4
2.8

0.9
0.9
0.9
1.0

3.3
3.0
2.8
3.6

3.7
4.1
4.1
3.5

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

111.2
107.2
1II.7
112.1

0.4 
0.3

0.0 
0.0

0.2 
0.1

0.1
0.2

0.2 
0.2

0.1 
0.1

0.1 
0.1

0.3 
0.2

0.4 
0.5

n.p. 
n.p.

1.7 
1.2 oc

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL! ERRITORY

5.1 
5.6 
5.2 
5.7 
5.4
5.3 
5.3 
5.1 
6.2 
6.3 
7.9

6.0
5.2
6.6
6.4

0.9 
0.7

4.2
5.2
6.3
7.2
6.3
6.7
5.7
5.7
6.3
6.3
7.2

5.5
5.1
5.2
6.9

0.3 
0.2

9.0 
10.4 
12.6
14.2 
11.0
12.5 
11.4 
11.1
12.6 
13.9 
23.6

11.9
9.0

11.5
13.1

0.0 
0.0

0.9

1.2 
1.4 
1.2
I.O 
l.O 
1.0 
0.9 
0.9 
0.9

1.0 
0.9 
0.9 
1.1

0.1
0.0

1.8 
1.7 
1.6
1.9 
1.6 
1.8 
1.9
1.9 
2.0 
2.7 
5.6

4.6
5.6
5.1
6.5
5.4
6.3
5.3
5.4
5.6
5.5
7.6

1.8 
2.1 
2.0 
2.2 
2.1
2.2 
2.4 
2.3 
2.5
2.8 
2.7

0.8 
0.8 
0.9 
1.0 
0.9 
0.9 
0.9 
1.0 
0.8
0.8 
0.8

2.1 
2.2 
2.5 
2.8 
2.7
3.1 
3.1 
3.0 
3.0 
3.0 
3.3

2.3
2.6
2.2
2.5
2.3
2.4
2.4
2.5
2.5
2.6
3.3

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

59.5
66.0
71.3
77.7
69.8
77.4
73.9
73.3
77.2
79.6

100.2

1.6
1.8
1.6
1.6

4.9
4.7
4.1
4.4

1.7
2.1
1.7
2.1

0.8 
0.8 
0.9 
0.9

2.7
2.5
2.3
2.6

2.4
2.6
3.7
2.6

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

73.7
65.3
75.1
75.5

0.1
0.0

0.6 
0.5

0.1 
0.1

0.1
___________________ ________________________________________________________ _ ___________________________________________________ _________ 01 0-0 LO n.p.
M9 to 14 of Explanatory notes, (c) The standard error of the movement between the latest and preceding month

0.2 
0.0

0.4 
1.0

n.p. 1.9
2.2
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