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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
The tables in this publication have been derived 

from the quarterly collection of tractor statistics from 
businesses which distribute the various makes of new 
tractors throughout Australia.

Definitions
2. A tractor is defined as a prime mover mounted 
on either w'hecls or tracks which has been designed for 
general use and which may be fitted with a variety of
agricultural. earthmoving or materials-handling
attachments. Tlie following units are excluded from the 
statistics; (a) forklift trucks, (bj two-wheeled tractors, 
(c) road graders, scrapers and other integral units

adjusted for normal seasonal factors, the series has been 
adjusted for ‘trading-day’ effects (arising from the 
varying numbers of Sundays. Mondays, Tuesdays, etc., 
in each quarter). While the normal seasonal factors 
should change only gradually from year to year the 
trading-day adjustment for any quarter will vary from 
year to year in accordance with combination of days 
which occur in the quarter. Adjustment has also been 
made for the effects of movements in the date of Easter. 
I’he seasonally adjusted figures have been revised 
following annual reanalysis. Details of the methods used 
in seasonally adjusting this and other series are given in 
Seasonally Adjusted Indicaiors, Ausiralia (1308.0).

d esigned for specialised earth moving or Related publications

materials-handling purposes, (d) vehicles designed 
primarily to carry loads in which the ability to push or 
pull is incidental and (e) second-hand tractors.

7.
interest are :

Other ABS publications which may be of

3. Slocks refer to the number of new tractors held
within Australia, at the end of each quarter by 
businesses which distribute the various makes. Tractors 
held hy dealers, or wliich are in iransit to them, are 
included. Also included are details of new tractors 
awaiting the attachment of ancillary equipment prior to 
sale.

4. Sales refer to the number of new tractors
delivered or in transit to end-users or to manufacturers 
of tractor attachments.

New Agricultural Machinerv Statistics, Australia 
(8505.0)
Sales of New Construction Machinery. Industrial 
Tractors and Selected Attachments, Australia 
(8506,0)
Manufacturing Commodities. Selected f*rincipal
Articles Produced, Australia (8365.0)
Manufacturing Commodities, Principal Articles 
h-oduced, Australia (8303.0)
Overseas Trade, Part I : Exports and Imports 
(5409.0)
Imports Cleared for Home Consumption Pari 2
Cfiapiers 6S-69 of the Customs Tariff (SA 13.0)

5. Agricultural or non-agriculrural (i.e. end-use) is 
determined on the basis of the principal purpose for 
which the purchaser intends to use the tractor (as far as 
this is known), e.g. in the case of a sale to a contractor, 
if the tractor is to be used principally for dam sinking or 
land clearing for agricultural development, such a sale is 
shown as ‘agricultural’ whereas if it is to be used 
principally for road construction or forestry work it is 
shown as ‘non-agriculturaf.

8. Current publications produced by the ABS
are listed in Catalogue of /hiblicatufns (1101.0) which is 
available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbols and other usages
n.p. not available for separate publication (but 

included in totals where applicable)
nil or rounded to zero

5ieasoi»al adjustment
6. The publication contains seasonally adjusted
sales statistics (see Table 6). In addition to being

R I. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician



Year ended

1972 
1973
1974 
1975
1976 
1977
1978 
1979

Quarter ended 
1976

1977

September 
December

197K

Mar»'h 
June 
September 
l\’eenil»er

1979

.M,irch

SepteinlKT 
lX*ceiiiher

March

5H'ptenil»er 
December

TABI I I. NEW TRAiTORS : SALES DVRINt, PERIOD AND STOCKS AT ENI) OF 
PI RIOD BY TYPE OF IRACTOR, AUSTRALIA 

(Number)

Wheeled

13,880
17,088
17,128
17,368
21,158
20,66 '
17,842
18.391

6.664
3,76.3
5,697

5,508
5,699
3.664
4,051

3.893
6.2 34
3,580
4,2“7

4.197 
6.337 
3.704 
4,266

1 ABLE 2.

Sales

Crawler Total Wheeled

Si^icks

CroM'ler To lal

Tower and shtpinnii, 
weight

Wheeled tracturs max. P l (). 
L'p to and including 30 ku 
Over 30 ku' and up tn 45 ku 

2 wheel drive 
4 wheel drivi.'

Over 45 ku and up to 60 ku 
2 wheel drive 
4 uheel drive

Over 60 ku and up tu 7.5 ku 
2 wheel drive 
4 wheel drive

Over 75 kw and up tn 9() ku 
2 wheel dove 
4 uheel drive

Over 90 k u and up to I o5 ku 
2 wheel drive 
4 wheel drive

Over 105 ku

Total 2 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

Crauler tractors shipping ueight
Vp to and including 5.000 kg
Over 5,000 kg and up to 7.ÌI00 kg 
Over 7.000 kg and up to 10,000 kg 
Over 10,000 kg and up to 15,000 kg 
Over I 5.000 kg and up to 20,000 kgi 
Over 20,000 kg

Total

1,009 
1.338 
1.407 
1,249
1.072

819 
861

388

228

170
167

18.3
299
146
192

218 
305 
178
189

14,889
18,426 
18,535
18,617
22.230 
21,588
18,661

4.647
3.517
2.531
7.545
7.358

10,225
10,14.5
8,469

469 
316
372 
912
503 
46.5 
422 
361

5,116 
3,833
2,903
8.457
7,861

10,690 
10.567
8.830

7,052
3,989
5,925

5,73.3 
5.941 
3.834
4.218

4.076

3,726
4,469

4.41.5
6.642
3.882
4.455

7,358
8,815
8,498

9,942 
10,22.5
11.992 
13.056

12,813 
10,14.5
9.145 
9,399

9,661
8.469
8,580
8,043

NITS TRACTDR.S : SALES BY TYPE. POWIiR AND 
SlIIPPINti WLICHT, AU.STRAEIA 

(Number)

} eai ended

19 78 ¡979
Dee 
¡978

.March
7979

4,078
587

3,121
847

2.140
235

900
193

794
118

1,130

15,006
2,836

148
129

91
105

819

503

4B2

488 
465 
481
558

555
422
434
432

381
361
339
396

Quarter ended

1979
Sept. 
1979

3,34K

4,24.3
796

2,902
944

2.401
245

945
161

1,074 
105

15,011 
3,380

136 
12.5 
121 
220 
128 
131

861

n.p-

n p. 
n.p.

n.p. 
n.p.

540 663
217

n.p.

n.p 
n.p.

n-p. 
n P

330
67

158
37

226
18

256

3,558
719

3.3
26

60 
n.p. 
n.p.

192

556
49

241 
44

270
19

369

3,400
797

28
33
51

n.p 
n.p.

21K

1.097
305

1,1 19
85

375
50

430
51

384

5,158
1,179

55
50
36
70

n.p. 
n.p.

305

402
197

218
90

156
55

72
3.3

2,899 
805

21 
24
47 
44
22 
19

I 78

7,861
9,328
8,980

10.430
10,690
12.473
13.614

13.368
10.567
9,579
9.831

10,042 
8.830 
8,919
8.439

Dee 
¡979

n.p 
n.p.

542
208

37,3
85

176
59

85
30

241

3,436
830

22
25
48
48

23

189

?
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TABLE 3. NEW TRACTORS : SALES BY TYPE. END USE (a), POWER \ND 
SHIPPING WEIGHT: AUSTRALIA

(Number) 

Year ended - Quarter ended -

TbHvr and shipping 
weight

79% Dec.
1978

.March
1979

June
1979

Sept.
1979

Dec.
1979

Wheeled tractors sold for 
Agricultural purposes 

Maximum P.T.O.
Up to and including 30 kw
Over 30 kwand up to 45 kw 
Over 45 kw and up in 60 kw 
Over 60 kwand up to 75 kw 
Over IS kw and up to 90 kw 
Over 90 kw and up to 105 kw 
Over 105 kw

1,549
3,250
3.441
2.180
1,003

788
897

1.241
3.959
3,419
2,524
1,003
1.045

958

209
1.032

683
359
147
180
173

308
858
768
573
266
269
313

468 
1,370 
1,259 
1.175

401
447
309

274
984
536
281
187

91
156

308 
897
666
424 
211
104
167

Total - 3 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

11.357
1,851

11.647
3.503

2.269
514

2.760
595

4.538
891

1.863
646

2.7if2
595

Non-agricultural purposes 
Maximum P.T.O.

Up to and including 30 kw
Over 30 kwand up to 45 kw 
Over 45 kw and up to 60 kw 
Over 60 kwand up to 75 kw 
Over 75 kwand up to 90 kw 
Over 90kwand up to 105 kw 
Over 105 kw

2,130
1.415

527
196
107
126
233

2AQ1 
1,080

427 
122 
103 
134 
269

n.p.
n.p.

68
38
48
64
83

n.p.
n.p. 
112
32
19
20
56

n.p.
n.p.
143

29
24
34
75

n.p.
n.p.

63
38
24
14
56

n.p.
n.p.

84
34
24
11
74

Total 3 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

3.768
966

3.364
878

7.2<?9
305

640
302

620 
j88

1.036
159

1.354
335

Total wheeled tractors
2 wheel drive 
4 wheel drive

15,025
2,817

15,011
3J80

3.558
719

3,400
797

5,158
1,179

2.899
805

3.436
830

C rawler tractors sold for - 
Agricultural purposes 
Non-agricultural purposes

13
741

119
742

n.p.
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

n.p- 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

n.p.
n.p.

Total crawler tractors 819 861 192 21« 305 178 189

(a) See explanatory ntites, piragraph 7.



TABLE 4.

4

NEW TRACTORS : SALES BY TYPE, POWER AND
SIlIPPINC; WEKiHT: (QUARTER ENDED DECEMBER 1979 

(Number)

Powr and shipping 
weigh! .4. CT. i'ic. Qld

S.4. 
and 
\ T W.A. Tas. •\usi.

Wlieeled iractüfs - max. P.T.O.
L’p to and including
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over

3(1 kw and up to 
45 kw and up to 
bO kw and up to 
75 kw and up to

30 kw
45 kw
6(1 kw
75 kw
90 kw

Over 105 kw
9(1 kw and up to 105 kw

n.p.
n.p. 
203 
112

57 
28
73

n.p. 
n.p. 
156

74 
ib

^9

n.p. 
n.p. 
207 
133

29 
69

np.
n.p. 

70
82

n.p 
21

n.p

n.p. 
n.p.

79
45

n.p 
15

n.p.

n.p 
n.p.

35
12 

n.p.

n p

Total - 2 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

983
219

952
127

674
266 .500 298

83 164

( rawler tra< tors - shippinj’ weight
Up to and including 5,00(1 kg
Over 5,000 kg and up to 7.(H)0 kg 
Over 7,000 kg and up tn 10.00(3 kg 
Over 10,(100 kg and up to 15,000 kg 
Over 1 5,000 kg and up tn 20,000 kg 
Over 20,000 kg

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p 
n.p 
n.p 
n.p

n.p

n.p. 
n P 
n.p 
n p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p.
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p

n.p 
n.p

n p 
n.p. 
n.p

n p 
n.p 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p 
n.p.

Total 46 n.p. 62 n.p n.p. n.p.

hiwer and shipping 
M'lghl

Wheeled trai tors 
Agncuhural purposes 
t'p Io and including
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over

3(1 kw and up to 
45 kw .ind up Io 
6(1 kw and up to 
75 kw and up to

Over 105 kw

1 nial

I ABLE 5. NIAMRACTDRS : SAiT.S BY TYPE. ENI) L’SE (a).
POWER ,\M) SHIPPlNl.wnc.in : QUARTER ENDl-J) DECI MBER 1979 

(Number)

.3(1 kw
■ 45 kw
. 6(1 kw
. ■’5 kw 
I 9'1 kw

9(1 kw and up to 105 kw

2 wheel drive
4 wl.eel drive

A< »n-agricultural purposes 
Total 2 wheel drive

4 whev! dnv(

Total wheeled -
2 wheel drive
4 whtx'l drive

C rawler tractors - 
Airricultural purposes 

Ur Ot ttnd including
shipping weight 

5.000 kg
Oser 5.00(1 kg and up tn 7,000 kg 
<2ver 7,000 kg and up (u 1(1,000 kg 
Over 10,000 kg and up to 15,iXJO kg 
Over 15,000 kg and up tn 20,000 kg 
Over 20,000 kg

Total

Total n nn-a^riculttiral purpitses

Total craw-ler

(a) See explanatory ni tes, paragraph 7.

\..S'. h

, 4 C.l QIJ

.9.4

H’ 4. Tfli

n p. 
n.p. 
750 
458

115
241

3.436
830

22
25
48
48
23
23

.89

89 
216 
185 
101

54

112 
267
142 
74
36 
22
26

48 
199 
187

49 
24
57

n.p 
73 
59 
77

n.p

n.p. 
94 
63 
41 
23

n.p 
n.p.

n.p 
48
30

9 
n p- 
n.p 
n.p

308 
897 
666
424 
211 
104 
167

559

57

983
219

58

¡02
480
206

194
60

.124

I7h

275

¡06

92

72

952
127

674
266 500 381 164

n.p.

n.p.

n.p.

2.182
59.^

1.254
225

3.436
830

n.p 
n P 
n.p 
n.p 
n.p 
n.p

n.p

n.p.

61

n.p.

n.p.

n.p.

n.p.

n.p. n.p.

n.p. n.p.

n.p. 
n.p. 
n p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p.

n.p.

n.p.

189
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TAB LF 6. MV TRACrOR.S : SALKS OF WIIEFLLD TRACTORS FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES {a} 
AUSTRALIA 

iNunibcr)

{¿uarler ended

.March Sepiember December

? wheel 4 wheel 
drive

2 wheel 
drive

4 wheel 2 wheel 4 wheel 
drive

2 wheel 
drive

4 wheel 
drive

ORIGINAL SI Rll-S

1957
195K
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
196«
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977 
197«
1979

4.212

,3.95« 
4.967 
3.377 
4.350 
4.82<' 
4,999 
3.83'’ 
4,154 
4 684

4.417

3
4

114 
i)3('

3.926

760

2.M2 
3.026 
.3,692 
3,19.3

221 
,382 
415 
,342
595

3.431 
4.6 19 
5,045
3,81 1

4,S23
6,216

5.136 
4,673
4.34.3 
2,899 
.3.026 
3,400
4.,553 
3.841

3.426 
4,215
3,342 
3,642 
3.692
3.187 
3.180 
4.498

3.927
3.004 
3.426 
3,368
2.994

3.555
3.637
3.867
4,184
4,335

3,583
5.413
5.096
4.274
4,715
3,452

4,160 
5.10.3
4.027 
4,12'’
4.538

2bii 
5f)7 
4(15 
HK9 
H9|

2.92«
2.742
2.492 
2,151
2.080 
1,863

2.229
2.543
3.466

166

287
275
502
646

3.245
3,421
3.637
2.47.5
2.269
2.182

SI ASONAIT.V ADirSII I) ib)

3,35.3
2.669
2,539
2,986
3,350

190
241
443

595

1956 
1957
1958 
1959
1960
1961
1962 
196.3
1964 
1965
1966 
1967 
196«
1969 
1970 
1971
1972 
1973 
1974 
197,5
1976 
1977 
197« 
1979

4.1.36 
,3.320 
3.987 
4,67,5

3.975 
4.358 
5.39’ 
3,913 
4.222 
5.(K»5 
3,92« 
4.162 
2,733 
2,428 
3,029 
3,627

3.469 
4,392 
4,337
3,009
3.352

4.220 
3,200
4.098 
4,698 
3,461
3.872
4,503
5.539 
3.928
3.941 
4.505 
4.268
3,924 
2,466 
2.671
2,887 
3,891
3.216 
3,440
4,459 
3,438
3.650
4.1 18

1 
4.527 
3.628 
4,01.3

3.596
3.598
5.113
5.347 
4,126
3.169 
4,207

3.618 
2,534 
2,610 
2.949
4,034 
3.65 7 
3,576
3.457 
3,088 
3.332 
’.261

3,685 
3,775 
4,028
4.381 
4.573
3,744 
3.H3Ü 
5.190 
4.913 
4.1'14 
4.580 
3.383
4,166 
3.335 
2,693 
2,601 
3.115 
3.543 
3,662 
3,927 
4,412 
3.058
3.051 
3,052

(a) See explanat«»ry notes, paragraph 7. (h) See explanatory notes, paragraph 8.
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TABLE 7. NEW TRACTORS : STCK'KS (a) BY TYPE, POWER AND SHIPPING WEIGHT 
(Number)

Power and 
shippill); weight

Dec.
1978

.March
1979 1979

Sept. 
]979 79 70

Wlieeled tractors max. P.T.O.
Up to and including 30 kw
Over 30 kw and up to 45 kw

2 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

Over 45 kw and up tu 60 kw
2 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

Over 60 kw and up to 75 kw
2 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

Over 75 kw and up to 90 kw
2 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

Over 90 kw and up to 1 05 kw -
2 wheel drive
4 wheel drive

(Mt 105 kw

899

2,48(1

1,803
466

1,308
96

654
91

659
65

878

1,055 1,613 1,401 1.29Ì

2,919

1,695
449

1,341
167

579
107

558
73

■’18

2,631

1.322
348

839
162

469
94

359
60

572

2,527

1,599
363

794
199

602
98

311
65

621

2.182

1.356
335

1.068
210

526
165

276
40

592

\

Total - 2 w heel drive
4 wheel drive

7,794
1,605

7,813 
1.848

6,823
1,646

7,144
1,436

6,645
1,398

Crawler tractors shipping weight
Up ti> and invliiding
Over 
Over 
Over 
(Mt

5,000 kg
5.000 kg and up to 7.000 kg
7,000 kg and up to 10.000 kg

10.000 ki-and up t«» 15.000 kg
I 5,000 ke and up to 20.000 kg

Over 20,000 kg

99
87 

n.p. 
101
44 

n.p.

88
75 

n.p.
94
31 

n.p.

77 
n.p
80
43 

n.p

35
34 

n.p
88
37 

n.p.

64
50 

n.p.
90
25 

n p.

Total 432 381 361 339 396

(a) Inehides stmks with dealers or in iransit to dealers.

I ABI I- 8. .NE'W TRACiORS : ST(X'KS(a). I YPi. POWER AND SHIPPING WEIGHT 
AT DECEMBLR 1979 

(Number)

Power and 
shippiii)! weight

h'

Qbl

S..4

\ 7 k'.-l Tas

Wieeled tractors
Up Io and including

max. P-TO.

(Mt 
Over 
Over 
Over 
Over

30 kw and up to
45 kw and up to
60 kw and up to
75 k w and up tn
90 kw and up

Over 105 kw

30 kw
45 kw
60 kw
75 kw
90 kw

105 kw

470 
S2S 
407 
364

99
204

'Idtal - 2 wheel drive
4 w heel drive

1,828
452

Crawler tractors - shipping weight
Up tu and including 5,000 kg
Over 5.000 kg and up to 7,000 kg 
Over 7.000 kg and up to 10,000 kg 
Over 10.000 kgand up t.* 15,000 kg 
Over 15,000 kg and up to 20.000 kg 
Over 20,000 kg

31 
II) 
27 
26 

n.p. 
n.p.

Total 121

(a) Includes stocks with dealers or in transit to dealers.

382
939
611
313

65
93

229 
359 
399 
20.3 
140
62 

125

95 
144 
116 
143
96 

n.p 
n.p

76 
14.3 
128 
243 
n.p.

62 
n.p.

4)
72
30
12 

np. 
n p. 
n.p.

1,293
2.182
1.691
1.278

691
316
592

2.150
404

1,283
234

547
105

717
149

120
54

6,645
1,398

n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p. 
n.p, 
n.p. 
n.p.

19
2’5

8 
n.p.

n.p 
n p 
n-P 
n.p 
n.p. 
n.p

n P 
n.p. 
n.p.

17 
n.p. 
n.p

n.p 
n p 
n.p. 
n.p.

64
50 

n p
90

n |>

91 100 15 44 25 396


