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Editorial

On Monday, 6 Tuly 2009, it was a greal pleasure to attend the launch of Federal Secretary
Kristen Alexander's tatest book Juck Deavenport Beaufighter Leader at the Courtyasd Gullery of
the Australian War Memorial, The Federal President of the Society Major Rebert Morrison RFD
wis the MC for the oceasion and Major Generul lun Gordon AQ launched the book. This is
Krisien’s ‘second book lolowing the highty acclaimed Clive Caldwell Air Ace. Wing
’ Comminder Juck Davenport AC DSO DFCY GM served two teurs with 455 Squadron RAAF
and Kristen charts Davenport’s development from his childhood, t his first Bomber Command
operations, through o his Coastal Command leadership on successtul swikes against German

shipping 1o his post war career.

A ull review ol Juck Davenport, Beaujighier Leader will appear in the December issue of
Sabretache but the book is now available in bookstores inciuding Alexander Fax Booksellers
(see advertiseent page 63} I you order from Alexander Fax Booksellers there is a 10%

discount 1o MHS A members and Kristen will siga the book if yeu like,

During the Second World War nine Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross in whal is now
Papua New Guinca. Seven of the awards were on the island of New Guinea and two on
Rougainville. Of the seven on the island of New Guinca, the last award was to Ted Kenaa at~
Wewak in May 1945, Ted Keonna dicd in July and an obiluary appears in this issue of
“Sabretache, The livst Victoria Cross award in what is now Papua New Guinea was 10 Corporal
Jaha French for Milne Bay and wus gazetied before the uward to Private Bruce Kingsbury which
wars for galluntry o week earlier al [surava. Nearly every reference states that the award to French
was-or New Guinea but the words New Guinea do not appear i gither the gazetted citation or in
the UK War Office 1953 Alphaberical list af recipients. Milne Bay is, of course, on the island on
New Guinea but in 1942 it was in the Austizlian Territory of Papua claimed by Queensland in
1881 and the responsibility uf the Australian Govermnent since federation on 1 January 1901, 1t
! ' was jointly administraled with the mandmed ‘Tervitory of New Guinea but the territories were

© sepurate legal entries,

Anthony Staunton

et et i B

| Sabretache Vol L No. 3 - Septomber 2009

_ Paged

SEPTEMBER 2009
VOLUME L — NUMBER 3

CONTENTS

m?s"e's iounts 51919
10 Military heroes — fact and fiction
Tom Johnstone
1l From the Sea of Marmara to the North Gate of Baghdad:

the story of four HMAS AE2 crew members
Colonel Marcus Fielding .

19 The Australians at Jutland
Greg Swinden )

25 Orders, Decorations and Medals off the Republic of the Philippines
Part 2: Decorations
Pawi A Rosenzwely

32, Obituary - Ted Kenna VC
Anthony Staunton

33 Raceconrses and Gls: Australia—WW2—The American invasion
Raymond W Clarke

38. Afghanistan Medal of Honor
Anthony Staugion '
39 The Bisley boys:
The Victorian Rifle Team at Bisley 1897

Andrew Kilsby
49, Around the water cart
53. New releases
57. Society News .

59, Bookreviews

Published by authority of the Federal Council of the Military Historical Society of Australia. The views'
expressed in this journal are those of ihe relevam contributor and not nccessarily those of the Society.







 Page4 I  Sabretache Yol L No, 3 — Seplember 2009 |

2010 MHSA CONFERENCE
Melbourne, Victoria
Easter Weekend, 2nd to 4th April 2010

Registration of Interest

(Speakers/Presentations)

The Victorian Branch will be hosting the Military Historical Society of Austalia’s Biennial
Conlerence in- 200 gt the popular and supportive Box Hitll RSL complex. Rather than focus on
ane specilic theme for the Conference, it has been decided to cover a broad range ol mallers in
the program so (that all those who atexd enjoy an idormative and interesting weekend.

A dratt programe s atready being compiled and it is hoped that as with previous conferences,
interstate and even everseas visitors may wish Lo address the Conference. As part of the planning
provess (he Victorian Branch Commiillee is now seeking Registralions of lnterest from members
and friends of the Society who would like ro present a paper at the Conference. Whilst detail
would be welcome it is more tmportant at this stage 1o identify the intention to speak rather than~
detail of the subject niter,

The very useful Research in Progress segment will be included in the program once again.
Accordingly any intending participants who have a research project underway or feel they may
bave an update or perspective of interest to the guthering, are encouraging to use this forum for a
short and informal preseatation, Fugther details on this aspect of the program will be advised in
due course and members who can identify o subject for this session are encouraged (o contact the
Branch at their earlicst oppertunity. )

A formal dinner will be incorporated in the Conference program together with other less formal
social aclivities. In addition excursions to facilities and venues of significance such as the RAAFR
Museum Point (nok, Shrine of Remembrance and VtLlUlld Barracks War Rooms are being
investigited.

Input 1o the Conference is welcome at any point and an early commitment by way of Registration
ol Tterest is sought in the shost term. To advise this interest and for any further information
please conlact:

Mr Slephcn C Gray,
Secretary
MHSA (Vicworia Braach)
I Kelwin Court,
Hoppers Crossing, 3024
Tel: 03 9749 5829

L Muaik: slephencgray @hotmail.com
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SOLD OR SHOT?
THE FATE OF THE LIGHT HORSE’S MOUNTS -

1919

In 1919 in a book called Ausiralia in Palestine, Majof Oliver Hopue, using his rom de plime,
Trooper Bluegum, published a poem entitled “The horses stay behind’, A heartfelt reflection of
the realisation that the light horse’s mounts would not be returning to Australia, in part it read:

I'don’t think [ could stund the thoughit of my old fancy hack
Just crawding round old Cairo with 4 *Gyppo on his back.
Perhaps some English tourist out in Palestine may find

My broken hearted waler with a woeden plough behind,

No, [ think I'd better sheot him and tell a tigile lie:-

‘He floundered in a wombal fole aidd then lay down to die,”
Maybe Il get courl mearialled; but I'm damned if Im inclined -
To go back 10 Australia and leave my horse behind. !

‘Fo saddle this poem with burden of being a starting point is perhaps too onerous, but in the
yests since the end of the First World War the themes expressed in it have echoed and
there has developed a persistent notion that Hght horsemicen surreplitiously shot their horses
in significant numbers so that they would not be sold to the local population who, the
soldiers felt, would treat them with cruel indifference. This, however, is & myth.

Though establishing accurate numbers for such things is an inherently difficult thing to do,
the most authoritative source, the Australian officia! history of the war, found that Australia
shipped 39,348 horses overseas to serve with the AIF. Shipments to Egypt for this purpose
began with the first convoy in October 1914 and, after a hiatus for much of 1916, ceased
with the 26th convoy in Oclober-November of that year.2 Shipping limitations, which by
that stage of the war were becoming acute, were the main cause for the cessation
(Australian wheat being more important to the war effort than Australian equines), but
concerns that the standards of Australian horses were beginuing (0 slip may have played
some part, as might a realisation by the War Office that it was considerably cheaper to buy
and ship horses from Norlh America than Austratia, particularly for use in Europe 3
Shipments to India for military use continued throughout the war, however, with over
80,000 being sent there.4

i ‘Trooper Bluegmﬁ’, ‘The Horses Stay Behind®, Gulien, Aastrafia in Palestine, p. 78, Gullet had
writen an anicie of the sume title in the AIF's Middie Easl woop newspaper, The Kie-Cra Cooce, in
November 1918 to explain the decision and also to comiserale with the readers, Gullet, *The Horses
Stay Behind, The Kia-Ora Cooee, 15 November 1918, p. 19.

2 Scodt, Australic During the War, p. $43, Sez Transpori of the AIF, AWM: AWM2T: 30%/1; see
Yarwood, Welers, pp. 180-81 fov diflevent figures based on remount purchases.

3 Scou, Australin During the Wcu P 543; War Office (o AIF Administrative HQ, London, 12 February

1919, AWM: AWM: 25, 2% :

4 Scowt, Australia During rhe War, p. 543. The ngm’e for horse shipments i India given by the othcml
history is 81,976. Both this hgme and that for the shipmenis for the AlF were, not supprisingly, -
difficult to ascertain with centainty. The figures for the AIF cun be takeii as quite accarate (though the
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OF the AIR"s mounts about 10,000 weat 1o France with the bulk of the foree in 1916 and the
remuinder were used in Egypt for the AIF and the empire’s army. Remounls, mosity from
the Americas, continued o come 10 Egypt, but shipping limitations caused this to stop 0o
in late 1917 and thereafter the BEE had to ensure that its existing horse pool was kept
healthy.5 Upon the armistice in 1418 the AIF in the Middle East pussessed 9,751 horses of
all types.o 1t was soan cvident that these horses would not be returning 1 Australia due 10
the disease threat they posed 1o the Australian livestock industry and because the expense
of their transport would be more than their value.? That the horses might be soid (o the
local population, as was done by various means in England, France and Betgium, was
contemplated but quickly dismissed, partly because of opposition to the possibiliy that the
horses might go 1o those of an ‘Eastern Nationality’, but also because the market for horses
in Egypt and Palestine was thought 1o be limited (camels and donkeys being more atlractive
w buyers thererd Fhus the Australion governmenl agreed in early 1919 that the animals
would be classilied with a view 10 the younger and fitler animals being either passed
diseetly 1o imperial units or “pooled’ in remount depots for imperial reissue or, failing that,
sale. Older und unfit horses were (0 be destroyed.9

Accordingly in February 1919 the hovses of the AIF in Egypl, Palestine and Syria were
classilled by veterinary officers. All riding horses over 12 years old, ali draught horses over
15 years old, all unsound horses and hose so sick as to require more than two months
lreatment were W be deswroyed. Those horses so categorised were shorn of their manes and
tails {horsehair being a commedity), had their shoes removed and were then taken to
selected spots by working parties made up of men from the units which, under the direction,
of @ veterinary officer, shot the animals with pisto)s, gutted them and safted their skins. 10
Only a minority of borses were disposed of in this way and mosl horses, being fit and under
the preseribed age limits, went to the imperial asthorities. The Ausiralisn Mounted
Division spent the months after the war camped near Tripoli and its fit horses were handed
over either directly to the largely Indian Army 4th and 5ih Cavalry Divisions, or to local
remount depots supporting them. |1 The Anzac Moumted Division was further south in

nuiuber may have been somewhal lower ai around 36,600 or 37,000} but those for Indin are open o
rore debate as the imperial authovities used several chaanels for horse buying and were not always
ubliged 1w inform Australian asthorities about the export arrangements. For much correspondence or
the mutied see AWM: AWM 27, 397/1.

5 Mresion, The Desert Mounted Corps, p. 95, 31121,

6 Again establishing accurate figeres for such’ Lhings is somewhat difficolt but the 1932 figures were
based, it seems, oa the linancial adjustnents at the end of the war which can be considered 48 accurate
s pussible for accounting puiposes, Finance Secretery 1o Secretary of Defence (for (the Migister), 15
March 932, NAA: BIS3S, 799/3/39. The ligures in corespondence in 1919, though more often
concerned with “uninats” geaerally rather thun horses specifically, differ only by shightly, see AWM:
AWM 23, 20/1. :

7 Gulles, “The Horses Stay Behind, The Kia-Ora Cooee 2:5 (15 November 1918) L0,

8 Copy of cuble from Chauvel w AIF Administrative HQ, London, 21 November 1918, AWM:
AWM23, 20/62; Notes on disposal of A1 animals in Egypt and Palestine, AWM: AWM 25,245/112,

9 Fiance ety 1 Secretary ol Defence (for the Minister), 15 March 1932, NAA: B1535, 799/3/39;
Disposal of AIF Hovses in Egypl, AWM: AWM 25, 2073,

10 Commandant AIF EHQ Cairo 10 ADVS, AlF in Egypl and B A&NZMD, 7 February 1919, and
DADYVS AMIY 0 4t LH Bde, 15 February 1919, 9th LH Bde war diary, appendix, February 1919,
AWM AWM 4, 10/4720; Olden, Westratian Cavalry in the War, pp. 2952307

U Fiaance Secretary to Segretary of Detence (for the Minisier), 15 March 1932, NAA: B1533, TIN3439;
4 LH Bue war diury, February 1919, AWM: AWM 4, 10/4/26.

:
i
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Palestine and jts fil horses were mostly sent to the remount depot at Moascar in Egypr (2
For both divisions the eatire process was complele by the end of February. All this was
semewhat complicated, however, by e outbreak of the Egyptian Uprising within days of
the last horses being handed in, whereupon mounts kad 1o quickly be re-issued for use in

- putling down the rebeltion. Considered a temporary issue by the imperia authorities, these
horses were thea handed back in May upon the completion of the light hosse’s final duties
in Egypt.

Of the horses passed to the Indian cavalry divisions in Syria they were immediately
absorbed and used for the occupation duiies which took up these formations after the
war.13 Their ultimate fale is unknowi but it was presumably Jiule different 1o that
experienced by hundreds of thousands of walers sold 1o the Indian Army before and after,
Of the horses returned te the remount depot at Moascar it became clear even before the
Egyptian Uprising that the imperial forces would use most of the riding and light draught
horses 10 police this often-restive country. Again their ultimate fale is not clear, but it
seems possible that some may have ullimately been sold in Epypi. The medium and heavy

draught horses were not so easily accommodated, however, and the remount authorities |

" evenually sent the bulk of them to the south of France where they found ready buyers. 14
The horses of the AIF in Egypt and their fate in 196915
‘Fate of the horses Number

Transfeired 10 imperial authorities for military purposes 6057

Transfcr_red to ‘pool’ for sale . 72
Drestroyed by the AIF due 1o age or debility - 2569
Destroyed by imperial authorities due fo age or debilily 490
Dried (i.e. normal waslage during disposal period) 67
Lost 1
Evacuated sick to imperial ;fclerinary hnspi-lals 495

Tatal horses (held by AMN in Egypt upon the arniistice} 97512

How the rather ordinary, if unpleasant, administrative process of horse disposal became
largety forgotten and then transformed into the idea the large numbers of light horsemen
quietly slipped away from camp to secretly, and illegally, shoot their horses is by no means
abvieus. There is no doubt that there was much regret amongst the light horsemen about the
fact the horses would not return Lo Australia. The horse is clearly one of those animals that
humans are capable of forming a strong bond with and regimental historics, troap
newspapers and personal records make clear the general disiréss fell ut the decision to
leave the horses in the Middle Eust. Even more upsctting was the possibility that the Jocal

12 Horse returns, AWNM: AWM 25, 29/61 ptl and pt 2.

i3 Finance Secretary 10 Secretary of Defence (for the Minister), 15 Murch 1932, NAA: B1535, 799/3139;
4tk LH Bde war diary, February 1919, AWM: AWM 4, 10/4/26.

14 Disposal of Al animals in Egype, AWM; AWM?23, 25/3,
15 Finance Secretary to Secretary of Defence (for the Minister), 15 March 1932, NAA: B1535, 79913139

.. Fage? |
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populztion, W which most light horsemen had a strong antipathy, might end up owning and
perhaps mistréating them. The military anthorities quickly dismissed the suggestion that
they be sald lovally, however, and Chauvel, as commander of the AIF in Egyp, made his
objections 1o 1he iden cléar to the Australian authovities and the War Office within a few
weeks of the armistice 16 Rumoeurs and speculation may have lasted longer of course, but
that this possibility was discounted as all but a last resort must quickly have become
apparent within the light horse regiments. Its role as a possible motivation for killing horses
winst therefore be open to some doubt, (hough it does seem possible thal the destruclions
which ook place came 10 be seen in these terms — that is a way of saving these horses from
the hunds of the Arabs. ’

When the officiot destractions were authorised in February 1919 there was some fear that
olficers and men might attempt 1o have their horses fulsely classified and destroyed, bul the
process was carelylly managed by velerinary officers and there is no evidence to suggest,
that it this was ried, anyone was successful.17 Nor is there any evidence 1o suggest, that
-during this period when borses were being officially moved for destruction or being sent 1o
other unils, men ook the opportuaity to kill their horses, The borse returns for the AfFE in
the Middle East Tor 1919 have largely survived and an examination of them reveals no
spike in ‘tost’ or “died” horses a5 might be expectled, and the meticulousness with which the
oificial destructions and horse transfers are documented belie the suggestion that men
coild have gotien away with such behaviour without it being noticed. Nor is Lhere any
evidenve ol disciplinary actjon being taken against men or that killings might have been
ignoced as i s unlikely that widespread action would have been overlooked by
commanders faced by a serious matier of indiscipline. Nor by the higher military
authorities who, aware that linancial adjustments between the British and Australian
governments wers af stake, were most concerned that the administrasive requirements be
observed. :

tndeed the evidence that any light horseman surreptitiously shot his own horse simply does
not exist. lon Idriess wrote in 1946 (hat many horsemen shot their “faithful friends’ rather
than see them go 1o ‘fellaheen and e Aral’, but he had been relurned to Australia and
sischurged by mid-1918 so he certainly was not witness to any end-of-war horse deaths and
it seems he was carelessly referring 1o the official process, or what he knew of i1.18 Three
yeurs later George Berrie, who had served with the 6th Light Horse Regiment, wrote
something similar in his novel Moraie and though he was present in 1919 whether, in
writing a novel, he was accurately portraying the events or perpeluating sentimental tall
stories seems open o question. 19 In Firsi ro Damascus the Duchess of Hamilton tells a
story of her futher, a trooper in the 10th Light Hoyse Regiment, taking his horse from camp
and shooting i1, but particutars and supporting evidence are not provided. The story appears
more Tamily fore than historical evidence and she mentions etsewhere in the book that an

16 Copy of cable from Chauvel 1o AIF Adminisuative HQ, London, 2t November 1918, AWM:
AWM?23, 29/62.

17 Berrie, Morale, p. 235, Commundunt ALF HEY Caire 10 ADVS, AIF in Egypt and HQ A&NZMD, 7
February 1919, il LI Bde war diury, appendiz, February 1919, AWM: AWM 4, 10/4/2¢; Starr and
Sweeney, Forward, p. 154, as (his history notes, the borses’ teeth and brandings were guide enough
Tor veterinary uilicers to establish age.

L ‘Stout Hearts that never failed’, p. 110; Service record, TDRIESS, Ton Llewellyn: service

" 358, NAA: 2433, IDREESS 1ON LLEWELLYN.

L9 Berrie, Marade, p.235; Service recoid, BERRIE, George Lachian: service number 724, NAA: 132453,
BERRILE, (L[,
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aunt passed the story to her.20 Many similar stories (it into the same category — the
historian’s netherworld of anecdole, hearsay and hazy memory. In Red Dust, 1.L. Gray
(using the pseudenym Donald Black) touchingly wriles of taking his horse, Blackbuoy, out
of the lines for a quiet few last hours together, but then returns with him so that he can be
taken away with the other animals marked for destruction.2] The only clearly established
case of a Jight horseman shooling his own hovse is that of Henry Bostock who recalled the
experience in his book The Great Ride. From his description, however, it clear that he did
this as part the official process in 1919 when he was detailed to be a member of one of the
destruction parties and was unfortunate enough to shool his own horse (or did he
volunteer?).22 For some years the Australian War Memorial contended that between 200
and 250 horses were destroyed without permission by their light horse riders at the end ol
the war, Tt was a stitement which was repeated regularly, particularly on the internet, bul a
recent investigation into these figures was unable Lo discover where they originated and the
asserlion has since been removed from the Memorial’s online encyclopaedia.23

There is no doubt that a significant number of the AIF's horses in the Middle Bast were
destroyed in 1919. These destructions were, however, fully sanctioned by the military
authorities and carried out on animals specifically chosen due to their age or debility,
Moreover men acting under ‘the direction of veterinary offticers undertock those
destructions in a controlled manner. There are no known recorded instances of men
carrying oul unauthorised destructions and the common idea that they did so simply to
avoid the horses being sold to the local population is ersoneous.

--000--

20 Hamilton, First to Damascus, p, 11, 197, '
21 Black, Red Dust, pp. 293-95.

22 Bostock, The Great Ride, pp, 202-03. We can only wonder if he in tact volunteered Lo carry oul this
melancholy duty.

23 For the way this statement has cropped up on the internet see hiep:/fwww.diggerhistory.infofpages-
conflicts-periods/ww1/li-horse/stout_hearts htm, as well. a5 various discussion threads om the
Australian Light Horse Association forums, hitp:/fwww lighthorse.org.aufforum/. The investigation
was undertaken by Jennie Norberry of the Mémorial's Research Centre upon my inquiry as w where it
had originaed. Searches of the Jikely sources by her, as well as my own examination of u wide range
of sources, cannot find where the figures might have originated.

See hutp:/fwww.awm.gov.aw/encyclopediahorsesfindex.asp.







