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The All groups index decreased by (1.5 per cent in 
February 199,1 (-0.5 index points).

Price decreases were recorded for about half of the 
iteni.s in the index. Ilie main contributors to the 
decrease were wool (-.1.6 per cent), gold (-1.9 per 
cent) and iron ores and concentrates (-1.4 per cent).

These decreases were partly offset by small price 
increases for about one third of the items in the 
index. The main increase was for beef (+4.4 per 
cent).

The All groups index increased by 5.2 per cent 
between February 1992 and February 199.1.
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INQUIRIES • /or further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related 
unpublished statistics contact Peter Cordy on Canberra ((Xi) 2.52 .5541 or any ABS State 
office.

• for information about other ABS statistics and services please contact Information Scrvicc.s 
on Canberra (06) 252 6627, 252 5402,252 6(X)7 or any ABS State office.

NOTE: Explanatory Notes arc published at the back of this publication.
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TABLE I. EXPORT PRICE INDEX 
ALL(;H()IJPS

(HaM*  of Index: Year 1989-90 s IbO.O)

19K9 90 

1990.91 
199! 92

numbers

Change from 
corresponding 

m//nih of 
pre vtous year

Pert eniane <:hanf(c

IWf Q2 — 
December 
January 
l‘'cbnjar\’ 
March 
April 
May 
June

July 
August 
September 
fktober 
Nuvcinber 
December 
January p 
bebruary p

from 
previous 

period

-4.9
5.8

•I
1.7
1.9

•0.1
0.1
0.7

•0.9
1.1

1.2 
I 1 
0.5 
0.5 
0.4

-0.6 
1.7

•0.5

TAIILE 2. EXPORT PRICE INDEX 
coMHinrnoN or sections or the avstk.m.iw harmomsedexpoktcommodity 

CI,ASSHTCA'iTON(AHECC)ANDSEI.ECTEI)Sl ItDIVISlONSOE TIlE Al STRALIAN S I ANDAKI) INDI STRIAE 

< EASSII K ATION (ASICI
(ExprcsMxl In lernis uf the All gruiips Index pointsil (a)

Category

All groups
Janmiry IW3 p Pehruary /y9J p 

95T
Change

Conlrihulinn la All groups index <tn index points)^

AHl'X'C Sections
01 Live aniinal.s, animal products
02 Vegetable produils
04 Prepared loodslulffi
05 Mineral products
06 Products of chemical or allied mdusines
11 Wool and cotton fibres
14 (lold, diamonds and coin
1.5 Base metals and articles of base metals
16 Machinery and mechanical apiiliance.s
V! Motor vehicles, hi n raft and vessels

9.46 
8.61
4.16

29.70 
6.82 
848 
7.05 
9.92 
4.11 
2.16

9.61
8.61
4.22

29.54
6.80 
8,26
6.94
9.77
4.10
2.20

0.17
-0.02
0.06

-0.16
-0.02
•0.22
-0.11
-0.1.5
■0.01
0,04

Sclecicd ASK' Subdivisinns
01 Agriciiliurr
II Metallic irnncrals
12 Coal
21 heveragen and lobactu
27 ( hemical, jxMrolcurn an<l coal pnxiud«
2^ Basic metal products
32 'rranspt»ii equi|jnicnt

(j) I'nr an cxplanai inn nf ihi.s table aee paragraph 17 of Uw lixplanatnry Notos.

17.69
11.28
12.^11
12.41
11.21
9,91
2.16

17.51
11.15
12.14
12.59
11.21
9.76
2.20

-0.18
•0.11
•0.07
0.18

-0.02
-0.15
0.04
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TABLES. EXPORT PRICE INDEX
BASED ON THE AUSTRALIAN HARMONISED EXPORT (X)MMODITV X'LA.SSIFH'ATION fAHWC) 

SECTION INDEX NLMBER.S 
(Bau*  of each Index; Year 1989-9(1 * 100.0)

/yy/ 92 — 
ITcccinbcr 
January 
February 
March 
A[iril 
May 
June

/uv2-y.? —
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
l■’cbnlary p

Period

1989-90
1990 91
199192

/jVi' 
anirnalx, 

antrmjl 
products

(01)

100.0 
96.1
97,6

produrls 
(02)

l(K).O 
11.^
83.1

Prepared 
PoiMlstuffs 

(04)

KXI.O 
91.8 
87.9

Mineral 
prfjduclx

(Qi)

KXi.O 
108.3 
103 I

Produt.lx 
of chemical 

or allied 
industries 

(06) 

liXJ.O 
l(X).2 
89.6

98.1 
986
99.5 

|(M).6
99.7 
99.0
98.2

101,8 
1040 
1016 
105,1 
104,0 
107 1 
KWl

80.9
84.3
86.9
88.6
91.9
89.8
91.1

W 3 
93.1 
91.3 
93.8 
94.4 
95.1 
98 4 
98 2

87.5
92.4
86.,5
87.1
87,4
88.6
88,7

92.3 
93.1 
94.4
92..5 
93.7
94 4 
94 6
95.8

105.1 
105.5
103.6 
102 6 
102 0
101.9 
104 9

105.3 
107.0
108.4
109.9 
1I0..5
110.3 
1117 
HI I

TAIll.E3.EXP()R I PRICE INDEX
BASED ON HIE Al S I RAMAN HARMONISED EXPOR I COMMODI fV CLASSIEICAI ION (AHECC) 

SECnON INDEX Nl MHERS - roru.nw.J 
(Bast' of each Index: Year 1989-9(1 * KIO.O)

December 
January 
I'cbruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

/yy2.9.?«-
July 
Augual 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
I'cbruary p

91.2 
89 8
89 1 
87.2 
86.5 
86.5 
86.7

86.9 
88.4 
89,1 
90,0 
91.0 
91.2 
92.0
91 8

IV««/ ami 
colti in 
(tbres 

{¡h

KMI.O 
77.8 
66.6

diamonds 
ami com

(14)

KXI.O
96.6 
91 8

/lu.rr 
anti 

articles of 
base metals 

(lH)

92.6
79.7

Mar^inery 
and 

rrurhanicat 
appitiincex 

(16) 

](M).O 
97.8 
94.8

Motor 
vehicles, 
aircraft 

and vessels 
(17)

KXI.O 
KXI.O 
KX1.4

61.8
67.4
67.7
68.9
73.2
67.8
67.4

90.8
91.2
95,1
92.3
90.7
90.9
91.8

76.5
78.7
78,1
79.1
79.3
81.0
81.8

95.1 
95.6 
95.8
95.0 
94 8 
94.9 
96.2

98.7 
99.3 

100,8 
101.5 
101.4
101.8 
101.9

67.9
65.1
63.8
64.4
63.7
61.3
63.2
61.6

96.3
95.8
96.7
97.7
99.0
99.1

1(X).O
98.4

84.1
85,7
86.2
84.4
82.5
81.0
82.3
81.1

96.7
98.4
98.4
97.7 
98 0
98.0
99.5
98.8

102.4 
Î02.9 
103.3 
104-0
104.R 
103.9 
103.7 
10.5.6
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Period

19K9 90 
1990-91 
1991 92

1991-92 — 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April

/y92.93-. 
July 
Augufll 
Scplcmbcr 
(klober 
November 
I3ecembcr 
January p 
I'cbruary p

Period

I9R9-90 
1990-91 
1991-92

/99/.92 — 
Decemlx:r 
January 
I'cbruary 
March 
April 
May 
June

/992-9J — 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January p 
I'cbruary p

TABLE 4. EXPORT PRICE INDEX 
BASED ON THE STANDARD INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATION (SITC) 

SELECTED SFXTION INDEX NUMBERS 
(Huacofeach Index: Year 1989*99  ■ 100.0)

Pood 
and 

live animals
_________

lixi.n 
87.6 
89.8

f.’rui/e 
materials 

______ (_2^

KXl.O 
89.4 
82.0

Mineral 
fuels

_____

100.0 
lti.8 
105.7

Chemicals 
and 

related 
producl.t

_______ (¿¿^

100.0 
1(X),2
89.1

Manufactured 
ffoods by 
material

___________ (^

100.0
93.3 
81,3

Machinery 
and Miscellaneous

transport manufactured
eguipmenl

_______
100.0
98.6
96.6

articles
_____ (^

100.0
999
99.8

89.0
91.6
91.9
93,2
94.3
93.2
93.5

80.1
83.4
83.1
83.4
84.8
816
82.1

108.0
107,9
105,7
104.7
105,2
105.9
109,5

90.7
89.3
88.4
86.6
860
86.0
86.2

78.4
8:,.6
80.1
80.9
81.1
82.7
83.4

96,3
96.9
97.5
97.1
96.9
97.1
98.1

99.5 
101.0 
101.0 
100.9 
1ÍXX7 
100.6 
101 6

94.4
96.6
97.1
97.8
98.9 
98 8

101.4
102.4

83,0 
82,6 
82.0
81.9 
81 8 
80.6
82.5 
81.2

109.4
110.5 
112.9
116.3
117.3
116.8
117.8
117.5

86.1 
87.7
88.2 
89 3 
90.0
90.2
91.1
90.6

85.6 
87.3 
87 7
86.2 
84.7
83.5 
84 9 
83.7

986 
99.9 

lon.o
99.8 

1(K).2
999 

KX).8 
101.1

103.3 
104,7
106.6 
1066 
107.9
108.1 
109 I 
109.8

TABLE 5.EXPORT PRICE INDEX 
BASEDON THE Al.SIHALIAN STANDARD INDI STRIAE CI.ASSIEH A I ION (ASIC) 

SEIJX TED DIVISION AND SEHDIVISION INDI STKY OEORUHN INDEX NEMBERS 
(Haw of each index: Year 1989-90« 100,0)

Agriru/iur«, 
forestry,

ami hunting
(A)

100.0
77.1
72.9

Metallic 
minerals 

(11}

100.0 
106.5 
102.3

C.’pa/ 
(12} 

liKJ.O 
102 4 
102.7

Mininx 
____  

100.0
106.8
103.5

Pood, 
heverapes 

and 
tobacco 

(21}

IWO 
93.2 
92.6

Chemical, 
petroleum 

and coal 
prifduf'Is Manufacturinfi

(27} 

100.0 
117.5 
103.5

100.0
97.0 
89 8

69.2
73.7
74.9
76.2
80.2
76.4 
76 8

77.1
76.5
75,1
76.5
76.4
74.7
77.4
76.6

104.0 
105.0
103.5
102.5
100.3
98.7 

101.1

102.4
104.9 
1(M.7
103.4
1O3..5
103.7
105.8
104.6

102.3
104.5
105.2
104.1
103.2
103.3
104.0

105.1
107.0
104.8
103.9
102,4
102,0
103.9

93.0
95.2
93.5
94.6
93.6
93.4
92.5

106.0 
101.4
101.0 
99.2

100.9 
101.4 
105.1

89.4
89,7
89,8
89.5
89.6
90,0
90.9

104.5
106.8
108.1
110.4
112.2
112.8
114.0
113.3

104.9
107.5
108.4
109.2
110.6
110.4
111.7
111.1

94.2
95.9
97.7
96.9
98.2
98.7

100.4
101.9

103.8
103.2
105.4
108.3
107.4
107.5
108.7
108,5

92.3
93.1
94,3
94.4
94.4
94.2
95.4
95.2
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EXPLANATORY NOI ES

Introduction
This publication contains the ffxporl Price Index 

on the reference base 1989-9(1 = KXl.O. The .September 
1990 issue of this publication contains a more detailed 
description of the index. A detailed description ol 
previous Export Price Indexes is contained in Year liook 
Au.slralia No. 5.S, /9f)9, page.s 256-7 and in Year Book 
Au.tlralia No. 58. 1972. pages 240-2 and in the July 
1979 issue of this publication.

Table 1 eoiuaiiis index niinibers for total exirorts of

weights in accordance with the average value of exports 
for each item in 1988-89. Those weights were then 
revalued to rcllcct 1989-90 price levels. Many ol the 
item.s carry not only their own weight but also the 
weight of unpriced commodities whose prices arc 
considered to move in a similar manner. Hull details of 
the weighting pattern of the Ex|X)rt Price Index, i.e. the 
percentage contributions lor index items and groups, arc 
contained in the September 1990 issue of this 
publication.

inerehandise from Aiislrahi' ■ the AU nri/ups index. Prîtes
Q,

T Table 2 provides an analysts of tbc tontribulion

In general, prîtes arc obtained from major

which selected merchandise exports make to the total 
All firiiu/i.s index (sec paragraph 17)

4.
scctioii.s

Table 3 eontains index numbers for selected
of the AuslriiUan

CommiiJily Cla.\.'íifii aíii>n (AHECC).
ìltirmonisril Uxpurl

exporters ol the selected items included in the index. 
The point of pricing for the Export Price Index is the 
point at which the. gixxls physically leave Australia, i.c, 
prices are on the basis f,o,b, at main Australian ports ol 
cx|x)rt.

10. As the prices used in the index arc expressed in

5.
scction.s

■fable 4 contains index numbers for selected
of the Standard

Cla.’t.'ttficaliiin tSITC), Revi.iinn .T
Iniernmional Trade

6. ■fable .5 contains index numbers for selected
Division.s and Subdivisions, on an ’industry of origin'
basis, of the Aii.'itralian Standard Indit.anal
Clussifieation (ASIC). The 'industry of origin' is the 
industry in which the exported commodity is primarily

Australian currency, changes in the relative value of the 
Australian dollar and overseas currencies can have a 
direct impact on price movements for the many 
comnuxlilics dial are sold in currencies other than 
Australian dollars. Where exports arc sold at pricc.s 
expressed in terms of a foreign currency and forward 
exchange cover is used, the pricc.s in the index 
i'XCl.fiDt; forward exchange cover.

prixluced, determined in accordance with the
classification rules ol the ASIC. Il is iherelorc not 
necessarily identical with the industry from which the 
export transactions are actiiallv made. Tor instance, 
many exports arc made by traders or by marketing 
authorities, but these exjxirts arc classified to the 
appropriate prixliicing industries, rattier than to the 
wholesale trading industries from which they arc 
acltially exported.

11. I he price scries used relate to specified standards, 
grades, tyix's, etc. of each eommixlity with the aim of 
incorjxirating in the index price changes lor exports of 
representative goods of constant quality. Wherever 
possible, prices to predominant export mtukets arc used 
tor each of the s(Kcificd goixfs priced, in order to lessen 
the impact of price variations attributable solely to 
changes, over time, in market destinations. In most
cases prices are combined using fixed weights between

Stope of the index
7. The Export Price Index measures changes in prices
t)f all expurt.'i of tnertdtandi.se Iroin Australia. Il includes 
re-exports of merchandise (that is, goods which arc 
imported into Australia and exported at a later date 
without physical transformation). The index numher.s 
for each monlh relate to prices of those export.s of 
merchandise that are physically shipped from Australia 
during that month.

Items and weights
8. The index is a fixed weight.^ index. The index
items, i.c. the commodities directly represented in the 
index, were selected on the ba,si.s of their c.x|X)rt values 
in 1988-89, They constituted approximately 95 per cent 
of the total value of exixirts of merchandise from 
Australia in that year. The selected itcm,s were allocated

markets. Weights between mitrkets arc reviewed from 
time to lime and revised where necessary.

Inriex numbers
12. Index numbers for financial years arc simple 
averages of monthly index numbers.

1.3. Index numbers for the current month and the 
previous monlh arc preliminary and subject to revision. 
However, from time to lime, index numbers for earlier 
months may be revised. This will occur whenever the 
AHS discover.s that prices previously reported by 
respondents are incorrect and corrected prices arc 
obtained. 11 tan also occur for those export.s where some 
data used in compiling the index numbers ha.s been 
estimated (c g. export market combining weights). 
When final data becomes available, index numbers are 
revised a.s far back as necessary.

tnertdtandi.se
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Analysis of index changes
14. Care should be exercised when interpreting month- 
lo-monlh movements in the indexes as .short-term 
movements do not necessarily indicate changes in trend.

15. Movements in intlcxc.s from one period to another 
can be expressed either as changes in index points’ or as 
percentage changes. The following example illustrate.s 
the method of calculating index (xtinls changes and 
percentage changes between any two periods:

All groups index iiuitibers —

February 199.1
les.s February 1992 
Change in index ixiints

4.7 
Percentage change = x

95.2 (sec Table 1)
90.5 (secTable I)
4.7

l(X) = 5.2

20. Current publication.s prtxluccd by the ABS are 
listed in the Catalogue of Publications and Products, 
Australia (1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays 
and Fridays, a Puhitcations Advice (1105.0) which lists 
publications to be released in the next few days. The 
Catalogue and Publications Advice arc available from 
any ABS office.

Unpublished Statistics
21. As well a.s the statistics included in thi.s and related 
publications, the ABS ha.s a large range of other 
relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be 
directed to the contact in the phone inquiries box at the 
front of this publication.

Symbofs and other usages
p preliminary — figures subject to revision.
r figure or senes revised since previou.s issue. 

— nil or rounded to zero.

16. In thi.s publication percentage changes arc shown
in respect ol movements between:

Electronic services
DiSCOVliKY.

• corresponding months oí consecutive years

Key *656#  for selected current 
economic, social and demographic 
statistics.

• consecutive months.

17. Table 2 provides an analysis of the contribution 
which selected categories of exports make to the All 
groups index. For example. Wool and cotton fibres 
contributed +8.26 index poinis to the All Ciroups index 
number of 95.2 for February 1993 and -0.22 index 
point.s to the net change of -0.5 index points.

PC AUSSTAIS.

PC' Tlil.lcS'lATS.

Related publications
18. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publication.s which arc available on request:

Thousands of up-to-date time scries 
arc available on this AB.S on-line 
service. For further information phone 
the PC Ai ssi ai.s Help Desk on 
(Of» 252f)OI7.

This service provides:
• foreign trade statistics tailored to

u.sers'
iniormalion 
(Oil) 252 5404

requirements.
is available

Further
on

Import Price Index. Australia ((>414.0) — issued 
monthly

Price Indexes of Articles Produced by Manufacturing 
Industry. Australia (6412.0) — issued monthly

Price Indexes of Materials Used in Manufacturing 
Industries. Australia (6411.0) — issued monthly.

19. Other AB.S publication.s that may of interest 
include:

Balance of Payments. Australia (5,302.0) — issued 
quarterly.

• text and tables for selected Main 
F.cononiic Indicator publications. 
Further information i.s available on 
(06) 252 5405.

Floppy disk service
Selected ABS statistics arc available 
on Hoppy disk. Further information is 
available on (06) 252 6684.
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