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LIVLSTCtK STATISTICS - AUSTP.ALIA

j)1et iiarch, I954.

liellminaiy esti.nates of the numbers ci principal livestock in
jiuEiralia us at .let March, 1^54 «ire shov/n beloxv. These eetinates are based on
preliminarj' date obtained by the Government Statisticians of each State from the 
Annual census ci Agricult-ural, Pastoral and Dairying aotivities taken in March of 
tnif ¿,ear, ar-u will be revised wnen the co-nplete results of the census are available.
Final particulars of livestock numbers classified according to age and sez, 
v/ill be released later in the year.d later in the year.

etc.

The main leatures of the movement in livestock numbers to Aaron, I954 
were as follcws:-

&hee£! continuing an upward trend in sheep numbers after the trough of 95.7 million 
recorded at 31st Larch, I947, Australian sheep at 31st Larch, I954, are estimated 
at 127.2 million, which represents an increase of 4.I million or 3.4 per cent on 
’.he numbei- et ar oh, 1953. The estimated number of sheep at Larch, I954 was 2.0 
-.illion (1.6 per cent) more than the previous highest nuuber (125.2 million) 
„....„-»„J .1 , ■'y'!?. Losses of sheep and marked lambs on farms durir.g 1953~54

mill-ion oempared f.-ith 5.2 million in 1952-53.
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Ihe eotimated number of dairy cattle in a.aroh, I954, -viz. 4,699,000 

■ 2.4 per cent more than in Larch I953 but was 139,000 lees than in i
ictal dairy cattle nuibers vere first recorded separately.

e: Beef cattle numbers increased to 10,727,000 in Larch, I954, compared
jT.OOO in March, 1953., . T.iis increase vzas a continuation of the general

■end recorded since Larch, I947 (except for a slight reversal in I952) 
■lUo. beef cattle numbers were 8,835,000.

■y^Si Fi,J numbersr^4 an March, I954 are estimated at 1,166,000, an increase of 193,000 
pec cent) from Larch, 1953 ..hen nuebers were the lo..est since I929.

Totals (f each class of livestock are shown in the table belc...
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