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N0VEM3ER 1970. ■. ’
I

retail sales of GOODS AUSTRALIA

0^ SEPTEMBER 1970 (PROVISIONAL?

A prov i s i cria 1 est ima tc r.t the trial value cf retail sates in Aus tra 1 ¡a (excluding motor veh ic les,
parts, petrol, etn.) fcr tne m^nth « f Septempe.- l97o is shown In the table cverleaf, 
months are also shown fcr pu.'pujps < cur pa r i ¿'"r*.

Figures for some earlier

2. The prov t s i ira I monthly »“iiimates ut' retail sales are obtained from a sub-sample cr establishments
used to provide quarterly estimates cf *.hp value cf r'etaii sales. The monthly sub-sample is comparatively small

it is desj 2ned to provide pr 'mQ^es' imai'-s of the total value oF retail sales (exc lading motor vehicles
parts, petrol, etc.) 
establ1shments.

wi thout g la£2f>2 ah u'idot^ur^n on either the resources of the Bureau or upon retail

3. As the provlsicnal ncnvhly estimates are derived from returns received from a sample of retail
establishments they may differ somewhat from the results which would have been obtained from a comparable complete
collection. A measure of th« likely différence is given by the standard error of the estimate. There are about
2 chances in 3 that a samp le est Ima .e will di ffer t .-om resu Its which wou Id be obta i ned from a comparab Ie comp lete 
collection by less than 1 standard trrer and 19 chances in 20 that the difference would be less than 2 standard
errors. If, for example, a sample gives an estimate of S500 million and the standard error of this estimate 'S
1 per cent, i.e. 85 million, then there are 2 chances In 3 that a comparable complete collection would give a 
figure within the range of 8495 million to 8r>05 m 1 I I ion and l9 chances in 20 that the fl gure wou Id be within the 
range of 8 490 million to 8510 m i!!i on,

4. The standard er''or of the pr.v is iora I estimates of the total value of monthly retail sales (excluding
motor vehicles, parts, pevrol, etc.) I* abou’ The Standard error of the month-to-month movement of
the provisional estimates of tie zalue of “etall sales is generally about 0,3 per cent of the current monthly
est imate 4 For example, the movement ir :'ie value C' retail sa'es belween the months of August 1970 and September
1970 is shown by the or I g I *.a I series in Ih, tao I e o’'er lea f as an i ncrease of {1.0 mi I 11 on. The standard error of

this movement Is abc
there are 2 cnances Ir 3

0.3 per I ent f the Sept embx^r '.9^0 esti ira te , i.e, approx imate I y I 2.1 million. Therefore,
‘.he movem-1-

between -Sl.1 million and *53 ‘’millicn and 19 c nances i ।
>n the value of retail sales between August and September 1970 was

20 that it was between -53.2 million and *55.2 million,

Expressed in another way, tn-* estimates 5’"Cw a proper t i Ci-ial- movement in the value of retail sales from August to 
September 1970 of 0.'’ per cert ard tris has a sta’-dard e.'cor of aoout 0.3 percentage points, I.e., there are
2 chances In 3 that tre preporvi c.'.a*« ma/eme.i , • as between -0.2 per cent and *0.4 per cent and 19 chances In 20
that I*, was between _ct5 peh t-ch* ?r-i +Q,7 pe.

5, Tn«» provisional monthly eetima'.es may also differ from these which would be obtained from a sample
large as +hat used to provide q..-artem|y estimaves. Hence, the sum of the provisional estimates for the three months
comprising a quarts' may differ from the es'ima'.e obtained for that quarter from the full quarterly sample. The

standard error rf this diffei’ence is app-'”'’ i mate I y 0.8 per cert of the quarterly estimate. The monthly estimates
sutsfcquerl ly adjusted In acc'-'dance with the preliminary and firal quarterly estimates as they become available.

F Seasonally aa i.'St*rd s'atlstt.'s «r« «¡'so shown in the table overleaf. In the seasonal adjustment,
account has b^en tak®" 'f both normal seasonal facters aixJ "trading-day" effects (arising from the varying numbers 
of Sundays, Moncays, Tuesdays, et-.-. i , t'e morth), Wr-ile tne normal seasonal factors should change only gradually 
f 'em year to year, the t.' ao irg-day ad'jSTmert fcr any moot n will vary f rom year to year i n accordance with the 
combination cf days which occur in tha* aer.;». Adjjstme.ht has also been maoe for the effects of movement in the
date of Easter. Hewpver, as the oe'’'ps 'las teen compiled only sirioe April 1961 the Easter adjustment Is based
necessar I ly on limited data ahd c>Ja oe Swb ’e to rev i si n when data for further years becomu aval table. Oetalis

of The metnods used Tn seasi.’-Jily ad'jatirg .•'e.se and ci.ner ^erit-s are given in "Seasonally Adjusted Indicators

1970" (Retfc.'ence Nc. i.'iu) 29 Ju-e *9^0 It uhOvId bo 'ctea that the seasonally adjusted figures re"*'ect the
sampling errors ,o whinh '.ne crígirai vi,j-,res a^e subject.

7. A I I figures In this
information relating to the basis on uricn the statistics

bu I let I n are c a bas i s c omparat Ie with the 1961-62 Retail Census. Further
nf retail sales of goods are compiled is contained in

1970 cf 12 October 1970.
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TOTAL VALUE OF RETAIL SALES OF POODS 

(EXCLUDING MOTOR VEHICLES, PARTS, PETROL, BTC.) 

MONTHLY ESTIMATES i AUSTRALIA (a)(b)

(All figures are on a basis comparable with the 196I-62 Pstail Census) 

(J million)

I IMonth 1966-67 1967-68 1968-69 1969-70 1970-71

Original

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

542.9
556.7
564.6
569.1
603.1
789.5
547.9
534.0
578.3
562.8
612.8
580.9

577.7
601.0 
608.1
613.0
655.2
823.5
593.8
583.3
603.9
602.7
664.3
591.1

620.0
641.8
600.4
658.3
690.3
861.0
646.4
591.6
641.4
639.4
703.3
638.4

665.8
669.8
665.6
717.3
707.8
940.2
692.5
644.3
675.5
699.3
741.7
689,1

(0) 723.0
(cl 706,0
(c) 707.0

Total for year 7,042.6 7,517o6 7,932.3 8,516,9

Seasonally adjusted (d)

July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February- 
March 
April 
May 
J une

564.9
570.8
573.5
578.0
579.6
584.6
590.1
596.4
594.6
597.5
601.3
603.7

611.9 
612.5
621.2 
622.7
626.5 
623.7
625,4 
625.9
632.3 
632.1
638.5 
639-0

643.1
646.3
636.6
650.5
654.7
661.9
666.5
661.3
682.5
668.4
677.0
692.6

686.1
691,2
691.8
698.8
695.2
713.3
714.9
720.5
723.9
723.0
731.3
732.8

(c) 734.5
(0) 740.7
(c) 732.5

(a) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. (b) Figures from
April 1969 are subject to revision when more precise information is available relating
to trading by new businesses.
page 1). (d) See paragraph 6, page

Provisional estimate (see paragraphs 2 to 5,(0)

7.P. O'
ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN

COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600 3 NOVEMBER 19;C

NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
490 211 extension 293 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office of 
the Bureau of Census and Statistics.




