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Cover pictures: Views of one of two rosewood 'despatch boxes' on the Table of 
the House of Representatives. 

Two 'despatch boxes', with elaborate silver and enamel decorations rest on the Table of the 
House of Representatives adjacent to the seats of the Prime Minister and Leader of the 
Opposition. They were a personal gi� from King George V to mark the opening of the 
provisional Parliament House in Canberra in 1927 and the inauguration of the sittings of 
the Parliament in the national capital. 

The boxes which are purely ornamental, are exact replicas of those which lay on the Table 
of the United Kingdom House of Commons prior to their loss when the Commons Chamber 
was destroyed by bombs in 1941. They contain books (a Bible, a Missal and the Jewish 
Holy Scriptures) for use by those Members making an oath of allegiance following their 
election to the House. 

While the origin of the boxes is obscure, the most accepted theory is that in early times 
Ministers, Members and the Clerk of the United Kingdom House of Commons carried their 
papers in a box and, thus, one or more boxes were customarily le� on the Table. 
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Standing and Sessional Orders of the 

House of Representatives as at 

6 February 2001 

CHAPTER I 

GENERAL RULE FOR CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Practice of House of Commons to be observed, unless other provision 
is made 

1 In all cases not provided for hereinafter, or by sessional or other orders 
or practice of the House, resort shall be had to the practice of the Commons 
House of the Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland in force for the time being, which shall be followed as far as it can be 
applied. 

CHAITERII 

PROCEEDINGS ON THE MEETING OF PARLIAMENT 

Meeting of new Parliament 
2 On the first day of the meeting of a Parliament for the despatch of 

business after a dissolution, pursuant to the Governor-General's Proclamation, 
Members having met at the time and place appointed-

Clerk reads Proclamation 
(a) The Clerk shall read the Proclamation calling Parliament together. 

Message from Deputies 
(b) The House shall await a message from the Deputies appointed by the 

Governor-General desiring the attendance of Members to hear the 
Commission read. 

House attends to hear Commission read 
(c) The House shall attend at the place named in the message to hear the 

Commission read. After the reading thereof the House shall return to its 
own Chamber. 

Return to Writs presented and Members sworn 
(d) The writ or copy-writ of election of each Member shall be laid upon the 

Table by the Clerk, and the Members shall then be sworn, or make 
affirmation, as prescribed by the Constitution. 



Speaker to be elected 
(e) The House shall then proceed to elect a Speaker. 

Until Speaker is elected, Clerk acts as Chair 
(f) Until a Speaker is elected, the Clerk shall act as Chair of the House.

Time announced for Governor-General's Speech 
(g) The Speaker having presented himself or herself to the Governor­

General, and having reported that fact to the House, a Minister shall
then inform the House at what time the Governor-General will declare
the causes of the calling of the Parliament together; and the House may
then suspend its sitting until that time, when it shall again attend and
await a message from the Governor-General.

Meeting for new session 

Clerk reads Proclamation 
3 On the first day of the meeting of Parliament for the despatch of 

business, not being next after a dissolution, pursuant to the Governor-General's 
Proclamation, Members of the House, having met at the time and place 
appointed, the Clerk shall read the Proclamation, and the Speaker having read 
Prayers, the House shall await a message from the Governor-General. 

Governor-General's speech 

House attends to hear speech 
4 When a message is received summoning Members to hear the speech, 

the Speaker and the Members shall attend at the place appointed by the 
Governor-General in the message. 

When Parliament opened by Deputies 
5 When the reasons for calling Parliament together are announced by 

Deputies appointed by the Governor-General, the same forms shall be observed 
by the House as when the Governor-General opens Parliament in person. 

House returns to its own Chamber 
6 The Speaker and the Members, having heard the speech of the 

Governor-General or of his or her Deputies, shall return to the House. 

Formal business 
7 Before the Governor-General's speech is reported some formal 

business shall be transacted. 

Address in Reply 

Opening Speech reported-Address in Reply 
8 The Speaker shall report to the House the Governor-General's speech, 

whereupon a committee shall be appointed to bring up an Address in Reply 
thereto. 
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Presentation of Address 
9 The Address as agreed to by the House shall be presented to the 

Governor-General by the Speaker, accompanied by any Members who may 
think fit to attend, and the Speaker shal l report to the House the Governor­
General's reply to their Address. 

Business before Address adopted 
10 ➔i� ➔t� ➔if ➔l� 

Presence of the Queen 

Presence of Her Majesty 
11 On any occasion upon which Her Majesty the Queen intends to declare 

in person the causes of the calling together of the Parliament, references in 
Chapter II of these standing orders to the Governor-General shall, to the 
necessary extent, be read as references to Her Majesty. 

References to Governor-General-Extension to 
Administrator 

References to Governor-General 
llA Where, in these standing orders, the Governor-General is referred to, 

the reference shall be read as extending and applying to the person for the time 
being administering the Government of the Commonwealth. 

CHAPTER ill 

SPEAKER, DEPUTY SPEAKER, SECOND DEPUTY SPEAKER, 
SPEAKER'S PANEL AND OFFICERS 

Election of Speaker 
12 The election of Speaker shal l be conducted in the following manner: 

A Member proposed as Speaker 
(a) At the opening of Parliament, after the Members present have been 

sworn, or whenever the office of Speaker becomes vacant, a Member, 
addressing the Clerk, shall propose some Member, then present, to the 
House for their Speaker, and move that such Member "Do take the 
Chair of this House as Speaker", which motion shall be seconded. A 
Member when proposed and seconded shal l inform the House whether 
he or she accepts nomination. 

If unopposed, elected 
(b) The Clerk shall then ask "Is there any further proposal?", and if there is 

no further proposal, the Clerk shall say "The time for proposals has 
expired". No Member may then address the House or propose any other 
Member, and the Clerk shall, without question put, declare the Member 
so  proposed and seconded to have been elected as Speaker, and such 
Member shall be conducted to the Chair by the proposer and seconder, 
and shall take the Chair of the House as Speaker. 
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When 2 or more Members proposed 

(c) If more than one Member is proposed as Speaker, the Clerk shall, after 
the second proposal and after each subsequent proposal (if any) is made 
and seconded, ask "Is there any fmther proposal?", and if there is no 
further proposal, the Clerk shall say "The time for proposals has 
expired". 

Debate 

(d) When the time for proposals has expired, debate may ensue, but it shall 
be relevant to the election. 

Limitation of speech 

(e) No Member may speak for more than five minutes. 

Closure 

(f) At any time duiing the debate, a motion without notice may be moved 
by a Minister, and whether any Member is addressing the Chair or not, 
"That the question be now put", which question shall be put forthwith 
by the Clerk and decided without amendment or debate. In the event of 
the numbers being equal the question shall be decided in the negative. 
Upon the carrying of the question "That the question be now put", or 
upon the cessation of the debate otherwise, the election shall be 
proceeded with as provided in this standing order. 

Bells to be rung before ballot 

(g) Before the House proceeds to a ballot the bells shall be rung as in a 
division. 

Mode of decision between candidates 

(h) When only two Members are proposed and seconded as Speaker, each 
Member shall deliver to the Clerk a ballot-paper in writing, containing 
the name of the candidate for whom he or she votes and the votes shall 
be counted by the Clerks at the Table; and the candidate who has the 
greater number of votes shall be the Speaker, and be conducted to the 
Chair. 

Mode of decision where more than 2 candidates 

(i) When more than two Members are so proposed and seconded, the votes 
shall be taken in like manner, and the Member who has the greatest 
number of votes shall be the Speaker, provided the Member also has a 
majority of the votes of the Members present; but if no candidate has 
such maj01ity, the name of the candidate having the smallest number of 
votes shall be excluded from subsequent ballots, and a fresh ballot shall 
take place; and this shall be done as often as necessary, until one 
candidate is declared to be elected as Speaker by such majority, when 
such Member shall be conducted to the Chair. 

Equality of votes 

(j) If at any ballot it is impossible by reason of the equality of votes to 
determine which name shall be excluded from subsequent ballots, a 
special ballot shall take place at which there shall be submitted only the 
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names of those candidates who have received equal votes. At such 
special ballot each Member shall write on a ballot-paper only the name 
of the candidate he or she wishes to retain. The candidate whose name 
appears upon the smallest number of ballot-papers shall then be 
excluded from subsequent ballots. 

(k) At any time after the result of the fi rst ballot is declared, but before the 
commencement of the second or other subsequent ballot, a candidate 
may withdraw from the election which shall then proceed as if the 
Member had not been nominated. 

(/) If by reason of equality of votes a ballot or special ballot is rendered 
inconclusive, the Clerk shall so declare, and unless by a withdrawal 
another ballot or ( as the case may be) another special ballot is rendered 
unnecessary, the Clerk shall cause such other ballot or special ballot to 
be taken. If after the counting of votes the equality continues the Clerk 
shall so declare. Thereupon the sitting shall be suspended for 30 
minutes and when the House re-assembles the votes shall be taken 
again, unless this is rendered unnecessary by a withdrawal. 

One candidate remaining 
(m) Whenever at any stage a withdrawal leaves only one candidate 

remaining that candidate shall without further voting, be declared 
elected as Speaker, and shall then be conducted to the Chair. 

Speaker takes Chair, and Mace laid upon Table 
(n) Having been conducted to the Chair, the Member elected acknowledges 

the honour conferred by the House, and thereupon sits down in the 
Chair, and then the Mace (which before lay under the Table) shal l  be 
laid upon the Table. 

Presentation of Speaker to Governor-General 
(o) The Speaker having been congratulated, a Minister shall inform the 

House at what time the Governor-General will be pleased to receive the 
House for the purpose of presenting the Speaker to the Governor­
General , and the si tting of the House shall then be suspended unti l that 
time. 

Presentation of Speaker to Governor-General 
(p) Before proceeding to any business, the Speaker with the House, shall 

present himself or herself to the Governor-General; and, on returning, 
shall pass through the Chamber, and, having resumed the Chair, shal l 
report his or her presentation to the Governor-General. 

Appointment of Deputy Speaker and 
Second Deputy Speaker 

Deputy Speaker and Second Deputy Speaker appointed 
13 At the commencement of each Parliament two Members shall be 

appointed by the House, one to be Deputy Speaker and the other to be Second 
Deputy Speaker. 
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The Deputy Speaker and Second Deputy Speaker shall be appointed in the 
following manner: 

Member proposed by motion 

(a) The Speaker shall ask for nominations and call Members in tum to 
move, without notice, a motion that a Member be appointed a Deputy 
Speaker of this House, each motion to be seconded. 

(b) When there are no further motions the Speaker shall say that the time 
for motions has expired. 

If unopposed, appointed 

(c) If there is only one nomination the Speaker shall , without question put, 
declare the Member named to have been appointed Deputy Speaker. 
The position of Second Deputy Speaker shall remain vacant until the 
commencement of the next Parliament, a vacancy occurs in the office 
of Deputy Speaker necessitating a ballot for the position, or the House 
agrees to a motion that a ballot be conducted for the position of Second 
Deputy Speaker, whichever occurs first. 

Debate 

(cl) If there are two or more nominations, when the time for motions has 
expired, debate may ensue but it shall be relevant to the election. 

Limitation of speech 

(e) No Member may speak for more than five minutes. 

Closure 

(f) At any time during the debate, a motion without notice may be moved 
by a Minister, and whether any Member is addressing the Chair or not, 
"That the question be now put", which question shall be put fo1thwith 
and decided without amendment or debate. 
Upon the carrying of the question "That the question be now put", or 
upon the cessation of the debate otherwise, the appointment of the 
Deputy Speaker and the Second Deputy Speaker shall be proceeded 
with as provided in this standing order. 

Bells to be rung before ballot 

(g) At the conclusion of the debate the bells shall be rung as in a division 
and the House shall proceed to a ballot. 

Result of ballot 

Each Member, other than the Speaker, shall deliver to the Clerk a ballot 
paper, in writing, containing the name of the nominated Member for 
whom he or she votes to be appointed the Deputy Speaker. The votes 
shall be counted by the Clerks at the Table and the Member who has the 
greatest number of votes shall be the Deputy Speaker and the Member 
who has the next greatest number of votes shall be the Second Deputy 
Speaker. 
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Equality of votes-Speaker to give casting vote 

(h) If, after any ballot, other than a bal lot which takes place in accordance 
with paragraph (i) of thi s  standing order, i n  which the names of only 
two Members are submitted, there i s  an equal i ty of votes, the Speaker 
shal l give a casting vote and the Member for whom the Speaker votes 
shal l be the Deputy Speaker and the other Member shall be the Second 
Deputy Speaker. 

Equality of votes when more than 2 candidates 

( i) If, after any ballot in which the names of more than two Members are 
submitted, it i s  impossible by reason of an equal ity of votes to 
determine which Member has the greatest number of votes or which 
Member has the second greatest number of votes-

( I )  If there is an equali ty of votes for two Members, the Speaker shal l 
give a casting vote for one of those two Members who shall then 
be declared appointed to the office which the equali ty of votes 
had made it impossible to determine; and 

(2) If there is an equali ty of votes for more than two Members, a 
special ballot shal l take place in which only the names of the 
Members who received an equal number of votes are submitted. 

If the equal i ty of votes had made it impossible to determine the 
Member to be appointed as Deputy Speaker, then the bal lot shal l  be 
conducted in the same manner as provided in paragraph (g) and the 
Member who receives the greatest number of votes shall be the Deputy 
Speaker and the Member who receives the next greatest number of 
votes shall be the Second Deputy Speaker. 
If the equal ity of votes had made it impossible to determine only the 
pos ition of the Second Deputy Speaker, then each Member shal l write 
on the ballot paper the name of the Member for whom he or she votes 
to be appointed Second Deputy Speaker and the Member receiv ing the 
greatest number of votes shall be the Second Deputy Speaker. 
If, by reason of a continued equality of votes, the special bal lot is 
inconclusive, then, unless a name is withdrawn, the sitting shal l be 
suspended for 30 minutes. When the sitting i s  resumed, the votes shal l 
be taken again unless this is rendered unnecessary by a withdrawal . 

Member proposed may withdraw name 
(j) At any time after the result of the first ballot i s  declared, but before the 

commencement of any subsequent ballot, a Member whose name was 
submitted in the first ballot may withdraw his or her name and all 
further proceedings shal l take place as if a motion for the appointment 
of the Member as a Deputy Speaker had not been moved. 

Duty of Deputy Speaker 

13A The Deputy Speaker shal l chair the Main Committee. 
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Duty of Second Deputy Speaker 

13B The Second Deputy Speaker shall assist the Deputy Speaker in the 
Main Committee and, in the absence of the Deputy Speaker, shall act as Deputy 
Speaker. 

Absence of Speaker, Deputy Speaker and 

Second Deputy Speaker 

Absence of Speaker 

14 Whenever the House is informed by the Clerk of the absence of the 
Speaker, the Deputy Speaker, or if the Deputy Speaker is also absent the Second 
Deputy Speaker, shall, subject to any other order of the House, perform the 
duties of the Speaker, as Acting Speaker, during that absence. 

Absence of Speaker, Deputy Speaker and Second Deputy Speaker 

15 Whenever the House is informed by the Clerk of the absence of the 
Speaker and both the Deputy Speaker and the Second Deputy Speaker, the 
Members present, if a quorum, may at once proceed to elect one of their number 
who shall, subject to any other order of the House, perform the duties of the 
Speaker during that absence. Otherwise the House stands adjourned to the next 
sitting day. 

For the purposes of this standing order, the Clerk shall act as Chair of the 
House until a Member is elected to perform the duties of the Speaker. 

Continued absence of Speaker 

16 ➔if ➔:f ➔tf ➔if 

Speaker relieved by Deputy Speaker or Second Deputy Speaker 

17 The Deputy Speaker or the Second Deputy Speaker shall take the 
Chair whenever requested to do so by the Speaker during a sitting of the House, 
without any formal communication to the House. 

Speaker's panel 

18 The Speaker shall nominate at the commencement of every Parliament 
a panel of not less than four Members to assist the Chair pursuant to standing 
order 1 9, and may, at any time during the Parliament, nominate additional 
Members or revoke the nomination of any Member. 

Duties of Speaker's panel 

19 The Speaker or the Deputy Speaker may call on any one of the 
members of the Speaker's panel to take the Chair as Deputy Speaker. The 
Deputy Speaker may also call on any one of the members of the Speaker's panel 
to take the Chair of the Main Committee. 

Vacancy in office of Speaker 

Vacancy in Speakership during session 

20 When a vacancy has occurred in the office of Speaker during a session, 
the Clerk shall report the same to the House at its next sitting, and the House 
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sha l l  either forthwith, or at its next sitting, proceed to the election of a new 
Speaker in the manner herein before provided. 
Vacancy in Speakership  during recess 

21 When a vacancy has occurred in the office of Speaker during recess, 
the Clerk shal l ,  on the opening of the next session, report the same to the House 
on i ts return from hearing the Governor-General 's speech, or from attending to 
hear the Commission read, as the case may be, and the House sha l l  forthwith 
proceed to the election of a new Speaker in the manner hereinbefore provided. 

When vacancy in Speakership,  Deputy Speaker to fix time of meeting 
22 When a vacancy has occurred in the office of Speaker during any 

adjournment following which the date and hour of the next meeting is to be, or 
may be, fixed by the Speaker, the date and hour of the next meeting shal l be 
fixed by the Deputy Speaker. 

Vacancies in both offices of Deputy Speaker and Second Deputy 
Speaker 

22A If the offices of Deputy S peaker and Second Deputy Speaker become 
vacant at the same time the House shal l appoint two Members to be Deputy 
Speaker and Second Deputy Speaker in the same manner as set out in standing 
order 1 3. 

Single vacancy in office of Deputy Speaker or Second Deputy 
Speaker 

22B When a single  vacancy occurs in the office of Deputy Speaker or the 
office of Second Deputy S peaker the House shal l appoint a Member to fi l l  the 
vacant office in the fol l owing manner: 

Member proposed by motion 
(a) A motion shal l be moved, without notice, that a Member be appointed 

Deputy Speaker or Second Deputy Speaker, as the case may be, of this 
House, which motion shal l be seconded. In the case of appointment to 
the office of Second Deputy Speaker, only a non-government Member 
may be named in the motion. 

If unopposed, appointed 
(h) The Speaker shal l then ask if there is any further motion, and if there is 

not, shal l say that the time for motions has expired. No Member may 
then address the House or move any motion for the appointment of a 
Member to the vacant office, and the Speaker sha l l ,  without question 
put, declare the Member named in the motion, to have been appointed 
to the vacant office. 

When 2 or more Members proposed 
(c) If more than one motion for the appointment of a Member to the vacant 

office is moved and seconded, the Speaker shal l ,  after the second 
motion, and after each subsequent motion ( if any), ask if there is _any 
further motion, and if there is not, shal l say that the time for motions 
has expired. 
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Debate 

(d) When the time for motions has expired, debate may ensue, but it shall
be relevant to the election.

Limitation of speech 

(e) No Member may speak for more than five minutes.

Closure 

(f) At any time during the debate, a motion without notice may be moved
by a Minister rising in his or her place, and whether any Member is
addressing the Chair or not, "That the question be now put", which
question shall be put forthwith and decided without amendment or
debate.
Upon the carrying of the question "That the question be now put", or
upon the cessation of the debate otherwise, the appointment of the
Member to fill the vacant office shall be proceeded with as provided in
this standing order.

Bells to be rung before ballot 

(g) Before the House proceeds to a ballot the bells shall be rung as in a
division.

Mode of decision between candidates 

(h) When only two motions for the appointment of a Member to the vacant
office are moved and seconded, each Member, other than the Speaker,
shall deliver to the Clerk a ballot paper in writing, containing the name
of the Member named in one or other of the motions for whom he or
she votes, and the votes shall be counted by the Clerks at the Table; and
the Member who has the greater number of votes shall be appointed to
the vacant office.

Mode of decision where more than 2 candidates 

(i) When more than two motions for the appointment of a Member to the
vacant office are moved and seconded, the votes shall be taken in the
same manner, and the Member who has the greatest number of votes
shall be appointed to the vacant office, provided he or she has also a
majority of the votes of the Members present; but if no Member has
such majority, the name of the Member having the smallest number of
votes shall be excluded from subsequent ballots, and a fresh ballot shall
take place; and this shall be done as often as necessary until one
Member has such majority when he or she shall be appointed to the
vacant office.

Equality of votes-Speaker to give casting vote 

(j) If, after any ballot, other than a ballot which takes place in accordance
with paragraph (k) of this standing order, in which the names of only
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two Members are s ubmitted, there is an equality of votes, the Speaker 
shall give a casting v ote and the Membe r  for whom he or she votes 
shall be appointed to th e v acant  office. 

Equality of votes where more than 2 candidates 
(k) I f, after any ballot in whic h  the names of more than two Members are 

submitted , it is impossible by reason of an equality of votes to 
determi ne which name s hall be exc luded from subsequent ballots-

( ] )  If the re is an equal ity of v otes for two Members, the Speaker shall 
give a cast ing v ote and the name of the Member for whom he  or 
she does not v ote  shall be excluded from subsequent ballots; and 

(2) I f  the re is an equality of v otes for more than two Members, a 
special bal lot s hall take place at whi ch there s hall be submitted 
only the names of th ose Members who have rece ived equal votes 
and in which e ach Member shall wri te on the ballot paper only the 
names of the Members he or s he wishes to retain. The name of the 
Member who rece ives the s malles t number of votes shall be 
excluded from subseque nt ballots. If, by reason of a cont inued 
equality of v otes, the special ballot is inconclus ive, then, un less a 
name is withdrawn, the s itti ng shall be suspended for 30 minutes. 
When the sitting is resumed, the v otes shall be taken again unles 
this is rendered unnecessary by a withdrawal. 

Member proposed may withdraw 
(/) At any time after the result of the fi rst ballot is d ecl ared, but before the 

commencement of any subsequent ballot, a Membe r  whose name was 
submi tt ed in  the fi rst ballot may wi thdraw his  or her name and al l 
further proceedings shall take place as if a motion for the appoin tment 
of the Member had not been moved. 

One candidate remaining 
(m) Whenever a wi thdrawal leaves only one Member in respect of w hom a 

motion for appointment to the v acant office  is before the House, that 
Member shal l  be declared to have been appointed. 

Absence of, and vacancy in office of, Clerk 

Unavoidable absence of Clerk 
23 In case of unavoidable absence of the Clerk, the Clerk's dut ies s hall be 

performed by the Deputy Cle rk or, should the l att er be absent, by the Clerk 
Ass istan t. 

Vacancy in office of Clerk 
24 During any vacancy in the office of Clerk all p owers, fu ncti ons, and 

duties of the Clerk shal l  be exe rc ised and pe rformed by the Deputy Clerk. 

CHAPTER IV 

Standing Orders Committee 
25 ➔if �*· ➔t� ➔l� 
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Committee of Privileges 

26 ➔le- ➔!f ➔!e- ➔!e-

Library and House Committees 

2 7 ➔if ➔if ➔if ➔!e-

Publications Committee 

28 ➔!f ➔!f ➔if ➔!f

Committee of Members' Interests 

28A ➔!f ➔!E- ➔le- ➔le-

General purpose standing committees 

28B ➔!e- ➔lf ➔!E- ➔lf

Consideration of bills by House members of joint committees 

28BA ➔le- ➔le- ➔le- ➔le-

Standing Committee on Procedure 

28C ➔if ➔lf ➔le- 7ie-

Selection Committee 
28D ➔le- ➔!e- ➔le- ➔le-

Quorum of standing committee 

29 ➔!f ➔if ➔!f ➔if 

CHAPTER V 

ROLL, PLACES OF MEMBERS, LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS AND RECORDS 

Members' roll to be kept by Clerk 

30 A Members' roll for each State shall be kept by the Clerk, showing the 
name of the Member elected for each Division, the dates of his or her election, of 
making the oath or affirmation, and of ceasing to be a Member and the cause 
thereof. 

Record of attendance 

31 The attendance of Members at each sitting of the House shall be 
recorded in the Votes and Proceedings. 

Places reserved for Ministers 

32 The front seats, nearest to the right hand of the Speaker, shall be 
reserved for Ministers. 

Seats 

33 Any question with regard to the seats to be occupied by Members shall 
be determined by the Speaker. 
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Members retain seats 
34 A Member shall be enti tled to retain the seat he or she occupi ed at the 

expi ration of the previous Parliament. 

Leave of absence 
35 Leave of absence may be given by the House to any Member, on 

moti on wi thou t  notice, s tati ng the cause and peri od of absence; and such motion 
shall have priority ov er all other business. 

Leave of absence excuses from service 
36 A Member shall be excused from service in the House, or on any 

committee, so long as the M ember has leave of absence. 

Leave of absence forfeited 
37 Any Member, hav i ng leave of absence, shal l forfei t the same if he or 

she attends the servi ce of the House before the expi ration of such leave. 

Votes and Proceedings of House 
38 All proceedings of the House shall be recorded by the Clerk, and such 

records shall constitute the Votes and Proceedings of the House, shall be signed 
by the Clerk and shall be the record of the proceedings of the House. 
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Custody of records 
39 The custody of the Votes and Proceedings, records, and all documents 

whatsoever laid before the House shall be in the Clerk, who shall neither take, 
nor permit to be taken, any such Votes and Proceedings, records, or documents, 
from the Chamber or offices , without the leave of the Speaker: Provided that on 
the application of a department any original document laid on the Table, if not 
likely to be fmther required by Members, may in the Speaker's discretion be 
returned to such department. 

CHAPTER VI 

SITTING AND ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

Days and hours of meeting 

Days and hours of meeting 
40 Unless otherwise ordered, the House shall meet for the despatch of 

business on each-
Monday, at 12.30 p.m. 
Tuesday, at 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, at 9.30 a.m. 
Thursday, at 9.30 a.m. 

From the termination of the last sitting in the second week of sittings, the 
House shall stand adjourned until 12.30 p.m. on the third Monday after the 
termination, unless the Speaker shall, by writing addressed to each Member of 
the House, fix an alternative day or hour of meeting. The 4-weekly cycle will 
then be repeated. 

Quorum at time of meeting 

Chair taken, or House adjourned for want of quorum 
41 The Chair shall be taken at the time appointed on every day fixed for 

the meeting of the House; but if a quorum 1 of Members is not present, and if 
within five minutes, the bells having been rung, a quorum is still not present, the 
Speaker shall adjourn the House to the next sitting day: 

Chair taken later if quorum likely 
Provided that if the Speaker is satisfied there is likely to be a quorum within a 

reasonable time the Speaker shall announce that he or she will take the Chair at a 
stated time; but if at that time there be not a quorum the Speaker shall adjourn 
the House to the next sitting day. 

Members not to leave before quorum present 
42 A Member shall not be permitted to withdraw from the Chamber 

within five minutes after the time appointed for the meeting of the House unless 
a House is formed. 

1 
A quorum is at least one-fifth of the whole number of the Members of the House of 
Representatives, that is, 30 Members. See House of Representatives (Quorum) Act 1989. 
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Prayers 
Prayers 

43 U pon the Speaker taking the Chai r each day, and a quorum of 
Members being present, the Speaker shall read the following Prayers: 

Almighty God, we humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe Thy blessing upon 
this Parliament. Direct and prosper our deliberations to the 
advancement of Thy glory, and the true welfare of the people of 
Australia. 

Our Father, whi ch art i n  Heaven: Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done i n  earth, as it is in Heaven. G ive us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that 
trespass against us. And l ead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil: For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Quorum during sitting 
If no quorum in division, House adjourned 

44 If it appears on the report by the tellers of a divi si on of the House that a 
quorum of Members is n ot present, the Speaker shall adj ourn the House till the 
next si tting day; and no decision of the House shall be considered to have been 
arrived at by such division : Provided that if the Speaker is satisfied there is likely 
to be a quorum within a reasonable ti me the Speaker shall announce that he or 
she wi ll take th e Chai r  at a stated time; but i f  at that time there be not a quorum 
the Speaker shall adj ourn the House to the nex t  sitting day. 

When want of quorum noticed, House counted-House adjourned 
45 If any Member takes noti ce that a quorum of Members is not present, 

the Speaker shall count the House; and, if a quorum be not present withi n four 
minutes, the Speaker shall adjourn the House till the nex t  sitti ng day : Provided 
that if the Speaker is satisfi ed there is likely to be a quorum within a reasonable 
time the Speaker shall announce that he or she will take the Chai r  at a stated 
time; but if at that time there be not a quorum the Speaker shall adj ourn the 
House to the nex t s itting day. 

Want of quorum in committee 
46 ➔i� ➔!� ➔if ➔if 

Counting of Members in quorum 
46A ➔!f ➔l� ➔if ➔l� 

Want of quorum, all Members to be counted and to remain in 
Chamber 

47 When the attenti on of the Speaker has been called to the fact that there 
is not a quorum of Members present, any Member who is wi thi n the physical 
l imits of the Chamber shall be counted to determine whether a quorum is  present 
and no Member shall leave the Chamber unti l a quorum i s  present or four 
minutes have elapsed. 

1 5  

t 

.- ,.. ·.,. 

I -



Doors unlocked and bells rung when House counted 

48 The doors of the House shall be unlocked whenever the Speaker is 
engaged in counting the House and the bells shall be rung as in a division. 

Adjournment and next meeting 

Adjournment and next meeting 

48A At 10.30 p.m. on a sitting Monday or Tuesday, at 7.30 p.m. on a sitting 
Wednesday and at 5.30 p.m. on a sitting Thursday the Speaker shall propose the 
question-That the House do now adjourn-which question shall be open to 
debate. No amendment may be moved to this question: 

Provided that: 
(a) if a division is in progress at the time fixed for interruption, that

division, and any division consequent upon that division, shall be
completed and the result announced;

(b) if, on the question-That the House do now adjourn-being proposed,
a Minister requires the question to be put forthwith without debate, the
Speaker shall fo11hwith put the question;

(c) a motion for the adjournment of the House may be moved by a
Minister at an earlier hour;

(d) any business under discussion and not disposed of at the time of the
adjournment shall be set down on the Notice Paper for the next sitting,
and

(e) if the question-That the House do now adjourn-is negatived, the
House shall resume the proceedings at the point at which they had been
interrupted:

Provided further that, if at 11 p.m. on a sitting Monday or Tuesday, at 8 p.m. 
on a sitting Wednesday or at 6 p.m. on a sitting Thursday, the question before the 
House is-That the House do now adjourn-the Speaker shall interrupt the 
debate, at which time-

Minister may extend debate 

(/) a Minister may require that the debate be extended until 11. IO p.m., 
8.10 p.m. or 6.10 p.m., as appropriate, to enable Ministers to speak in 
reply to matters raised in the preceding adjournment debate; at 
11.10 p.m., 8.10 p.m. or 6.10 p.m., as appropriate, or upon the earlier 
cessation of the debate, the Speaker shall forthwith adjourn the House 
until the time of its next meeting, or 

(g) if no action is taken by a Minister under paragraph(/) the Speaker shall
forthwith adjourn the House until the time of its next meeting.

House adjourns only by resolution with exceptions 

49 The House can only be adjourned by its own resolution, except in the 
cases mentioned in standing orders 41, 44, 45 and 308, when the Speaker 
adjourns the House without putting a question. 

Adjournment of House 

50 A motion for the adjournment of the House may be moved only by a 
Minister. No amendment can be moved to this motion. 

16 

I. 

I • 



Motion to fix next meeting 
51  A motion, for the purpose of fix ing the nex t meeting of the House, 

may be moved by a M inister at any t ime wi thout notice. 

CHAPTER VIJ 

RULES OF DEBATE AND PRIVILEGE 

Order 
Order maintained by Speaker, or in Main Committee by Chair 

52 Order sha ll be maintained in the House by the Speaker, and in the 
M ai n  Committee by the Chai r; but disorder i n  the Committee can be censured by 
the H ouse only on receiv ing a report. 

When the Speaker rises 
53 Whenever the Speaker rises during a debate, any Member then 

speaking, or offering to speak, shall s it down, and the House shal l be s ilent, so 
that the Speaker may be heard without interruption. 

When Speaker putting question 
54 When the Speaker is pu tting a questi on no M ember may wal k out of or 

across the Chamber. 

Member speaking not to be interrupted 
55 When a Member is speaking, no Member m ay converse aloud or make 

any n oise or dis turbance to i nterrupt the Member. 

Member to make obeisance to Chair 
56 Every Member shall make  obeisance to the Chair in pass ing to or from 

his or her seat. 

Members passing through the House 
57 No Member may p as s  between the Chair and any Member who is  

speak ing. 

Members to take their places 
58 Every Member of the House, when he or she comes into the Chamber, 

s hall take his or her seat, and shall not at any time s tand  in any of the passages or 
g angways. 

Manner and right of speech 
Members address Speaker standing 

59 Every Member desiri ng to speak shal l rise  and address the Speaker. 

Indulgence to Members unable to stand 
· 60 By the i ndulgence of the House, a Member unable conveniently to 

s tand, by reason of s icknes s or infi rmity, will be permitted to speak s itting . 
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Speaker calls upon Member to speak 
61 When two or more Members rise togethe r  to speak the Speaker shall 

cal l upon the Member wh o, i n  the Speaker 's opinion, first rose i n  h is or he r 
place; but it shall be in orde r to move that any Membe r  wh o has risen "be now 
heard", or "do now speak" and the questi on shall be put forthwith and 
dete rmined w ithout amendment or debate. 

Speech not read 
62 ➔l� ➔lf ➔!� ➔!f 

When Member may speak 
63 A Member may speak to any questi on before the Chai r which i s  open 

to debate, when mov ing a mot ion wh ich w il l  be open to debate, when moving an 
amendment, when rising to order, upon a matte r of privi lege or upon a matte r 
submitted under standing orde r 1 07 ,  but not othe rwi se. 

Personal explanation 
64 Having obtained leave from the Chair, a Member may explain matters 

of a personal nature, although there be no question before the Hou se; but such 
mat te rs may not be debated. 

Member not to speak twice 
65 No Member may speak twice to a que stion except in explanati on or 

repl y  or duri ng conside rat ion in detail of a bill or consideration of amendments  
to a bill made or requested by the Senate . 

Except to explain words 
66 A Member who has spoken to a que sti on may aga in be heard, to 

explain some material part of his or he r speech which has bee n  misquoted or 
misunderstood, but shall not introduce any new matter, or interrupt any Member 
in possession of the Chair, and no debatable matte r may be brought forward nor 
may any debate ari se upon such explanat ion. 

Right of reply 
67 A reply shall be allowed to a Membe r  who h as moved a substantive 

m otion or the second or thi rd reading  of a bill, and the reply shall be confi ned to 
matte rs raised during the debate. 

Reply closes debate 
68 I n  al l cases the repl y of the mover of the origi nal que st ion closes  the 

debate except duri ng conside ration in detai l of a bi ll or conside ration of 
amendments to a bi ll made or requested by the Senate. 

No Member to speak after question put 
69 No Member may speak to any questi on after the same has been put by 

the Speaker and the voices hav.e been given  i n  the affirmative and negat ive 
the reon. 
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Member not speaking when seconding motion, etc., may speak later 
70 It shall be competent to a Member, when seconding a motion or 

amendment before the House, without speaking to it, to address the House on the 
subject of such motion or amendment at a later period during the debate. 

Allusion to previous debate or proceeding 
71 No Member may al lude to any debate or proceedings of the same 

sessi on unless such allus ion be rel evant to the matter under discussion. 

Allusion to debate or proceedings in the Senate 
72 No Member may al lude to any debate or proceedings of the current 

session in the Senate, or to any measure pending therein, unless such allusion be 
rel evant to the matter under discussion: Provided that this standing order shall 
not prevent reference to a ministeri al statement in the Senate. 

Reflections upon votes of House 
73 No Member may reflect upon any vote of the House, except upon a 

motion that such vote be rescinded. 

Use of Queen's, Governor-General 's or Governor 's name 
74 No Member may use the name of Her Majesty, her representative in 

the Commonwealth, or her representative in a State, disrespectfu l ly in debate, 
nor for the purpose of i nfluencing the House in its deliberations. 

Offensive words 
75 No Member may use offensive words against either House of the 

Parliament or any Member thereof, against any member of the Judiciary, or 
against any statute unless for the purpose of moving for its repeal. 

Personal reflections 
76 Al l imputations of improper motives and all personal reflecti ons on 

Members shall be considered highly disorderly. 

Speaker to intervene 
77 When any offens ive or disorderly words are used, whether by a 

Member who is addressing the Chair or by a Member who is present, the 
Speaker shall i ntervene. 

Speaker to determine offensive words 
78 When the attention of the Speaker is drawn to words used, he or she 

shal l detennine whether or not they are offensive or disorderly. 

House will not permit quarrels 
79 The House will interfere to prevent the prosecution of any quarrel 

between Members arising out of debates or proceedings of the House or of any 
committee thereof. 

No Member to be referred to by name 
80 No Member may refer to any other Member by name, but only 

by the name of the electoral division he or she represents. 
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Debate confined to present question-Exceptions 

81 No Member may digress from the subject matter of any question under 
discussion: 

Provided that-
(a) on the question for the adjournment of the House to terminate the

sitting, or on the question for the adjournment of the Main Committee
prior to 1.30 p.m. on a Thursday, matters irrelevant thereto may be
debated, and

(b) on the motion for the second reading of an Appropriation or Supply
Bill, except an Appropriation or Supply Bill for expenditure that is not
expenditure for the ordinary annual services of the Government,
matters relating to public affairs may be debated.

Anticipating discussion 

82 No Member may anticipate the discussion of any subject which 
appears on the Notice Paper: Provided that in determining whether a discussion 
is out of order on the ground of anticipation, regard shall be had by the Speaker 
to the probability of the matter anticipated being brought before the House within 
a reasonable time. 

Question may be required to be read 

83 Any Member may require the question or matter in discussion to be 
read by the Speaker or Chair at any time during the debate, but not so as to 
interrupt a Member speaking: Provided that this standing order shall not apply 
when the terms of the question or matter have been circulated among Members. 

Interruption not allowed-Exceptions 

84 No Member may interrupt another Member whilst speaking, unless(]) 
to call attention to a point of order or privilege suddenly arising; (2) to call 
attention to the want of a quorum; (3) to call attention to the presence of 
strangers; ( 4) to move a closure motion; or (5) to move "That the business of the 
day be called on". 

Irrelevance or tedious repetition 

85 The Speaker, or the Chair, after having called the attention of the 
House, or of the Main Committee, to the conduct of a Member, who persists in 
irrelevance, or tedious repetition either of his or her own arguments, or of the 
arguments used by other Members in debate, may direct the Member to 
discontinue his or her speech: 

Member to be further heard 

Provided that the Member shall have the right to require that the question 
whether he or she be further heard be put, and thereupon the question shall be 
put without debate. 
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Matters not open to debate 
Matters not open to debate 

86 The following matters a re not open to debate, shall be moved without 
argument or opinion offered, and shall be forthwith put from the Chair without 
amendment: 

(a) Question that a Member "be now heard" or "do now speak" (standing 
order 6 1) ;  

(b) Question that a Member be further h eard ( standing order 85) ;  
(c) Motion for adj ournmen t  of debate (standing order 87) ;  
(d) Motion for ex tension of time  ( standing order 91 ); 
(e) Question put foll owi ng declarati on of urgency (standing order 92); 
(J) Motion that the q uest ion be n ow p ut ( standi ng order 93) ;  
(g)  Motion that a Member be n ot fu rther heard ( standing order 94) ;  
(h) Motion that the business of the day be call ed on (standing order 107); 
(i) Question that a bill be  reported to the House ( standing order 234); 
(j) Question that the amendments made by the Main Committee be agreed 

to (standing order 236) ;  
(k) Question proposed in relation to a bil l  reported from the Main 

Committee that the bill be agreed to ( standing orders 236 and 236 A); 
(l) Motion that further proceedings on a bil l  be conducted in the House 

(standing order 270); 
(m) Motion that a Member be suspended (standing order 304) , and 
(n) Motion that strangers be ordered to withdraw (standing order 3 14). 

Shoul d any of these questions be negatived, no similar proposal shal l be 
received if the Speaker or the Chai r is of the opinion that it is an abuse of the 
orders or forms of the House, or  i s  moved for the purpose of obstructing 
business. 

Adjournment of debate 
Adjournment of debate 

87 A Member who has not spoken to th e question, or who has the right of 
repl y, may move the adjournment of the debate, which question shall be put 
forthwith and determined without amendment or debate. If the question is 
resolved in the affirmative, the Speaker shall then put a question to fix the time 
for the resumption of the debate. 

Member moving adjournment entitled to call 
88 The Member, upon whose motion any debate is adjourned by the 

House, shalJ be entit led to pre-audience on the resumption of the debate. 

If motion negatived, mover may speak later 
89 In the event of a motion for the adj ournment of the debate upon any 

question being negativ ed, the Member moving the motion for such adjournment 
may address the House at a later period during such debate. 
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Resumption of interrupted proceedings 
90 If proceedings be interrupted by a count-out, such proceedings may, on 

moti on after notice, be resumed at the point where they were so interrupted. 

Time limits for debates and speeches 
Time limits 

91 The maximum period for which a Member may speak on any subjec t 
i ndicated in this standing order, and the maximum period for any debate, shall 
not, unless otherwise ordered, exceed the period specified opposite to that 
subject in the fol lowing schedule: 

Subject Time 
Elec tion of Speaker or Deputy Speaker-

Each Member .... ....... ...... ... .......... ........... .. .......... ... ... ........ . 
Address i n  Reply-

Each Member . . . . ..... . .... . ... ....... ........................ ....... ........ . .. . 
Discussi on of defini te matter of public importance 

( under standing order 1 07)-
Whole debate ........ . . ............................... ...... . ... . ................ . 
Proposer ................ .. .. ..... ... ....... .................................... . . ... . 
Member next speaking ............... .. . . . ............................ ..... . 
Any other Member ...... ................ .. . ... ........................... .... . 

Question for adjournment of House or Main 
Committee (on a Thursday )  to terminate the 
sitting-

Each Member ......................................................... .......... . 

Provided that, if no other Member rises to  
address the House or  the Main  Committee, a 
Member who has already spoken to the moti on 
may speak a second time for a peri od not 
exceeding 5 minutes. 

Censure or want of confidence motion accepted by 
a Minister as provided under standing order 
I I � 

Mover .......... . .. . ................................ ........... ...................... . 
Prime Minister or one Minister deputed by 

the Prime Minister ................ . ............................ ............ . 
Any other Member ....... .................................................... . 

Limitation of debate-Motion for all otment of time 
(under standing order 92)-

Whole debate . . . ........... ............. . . . . .... ................................. . 
Each Member ..... .. ................ ...... ....................... ...... .. ....... . 
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5 minutes 

20 minutes 

2 hours 
1 5  minutes 
1 5  minutes 
10 minutes 

5 minutes 
(no extension of 

time to be 
granted) 

30 minutes 

30 minutes 
20 minutes 

20 minutes 
5 minutes 
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Second reading of a bill-
Main Appropriation Bill for year-

Mover ............................................................................... . 
Leader of Opposition or one Member 

deputed by the Leader ................................................... . 
Any other Member ........................................................... . 

Other bills (Govemment)-
Mover ............................................................................... . 
Leader of Opposition or one Member 

deputed by the Leader ................................................... . 
Any other Member ........................................................... . 

Other bills (Private Government Member)-
Mover ............................................................................... . 
Prime Minister or one Member deputed by 

the Prime Minis ter ......................................................... . 
Leader of Opposition or one Member 

deputed by the Leader ................................................... . 
Any other Member ........................................................... . 

Other bills (Opposition or other non­
government Member)-

Mover ............................................................................... . 
Prime Minister or one Member deputed by 

the Prime Minister ...... ................ ................................... . 
Any other Member ........ ................................................... . 

Consideration in detail of a bill-
Each Member-Unspecified number of 

periods each not exceeding ........................................... . 
Consideration of amendments made or requested by 

the S enate-
Each Member-Unspecified number of 

periods each not exceeding ........................................... . 
Question "That grievances be noted" (under 

s tanding order 1 06)-
Each Member ................................................................... . 

Proposed resolution relating to tax or duty-
Mover ............................................................................... . 
Leader of Opposition or one Member 

deputed by the Leader ................................................... . 
Any other Member ........................................................... . 

Suspension of standing orders (under standing order 
399)-

Whole debate .................................................................... . 
Mover ............................................................................... . 
Seconder (if any) .............................................................. . 
Member next speaking ..................................................... . 
Any other Member ........................................................... . 
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not specified 

not specified 
20 minutes 

30 minutes 

30 minutes 
20 minutes 

30 minutes 

30 minutes 

30 minutes 
20 minutes 

30 minutes 

30 minutes 
20 minutes 

5 minutes 

5 minutes 

10 minutes 

20 minutes 

20 minutes 
1 0  minutes 

25 minutes 
1 0  minutes 
5 minutes 

10  minutes 
5 minutes 
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Debates not otherwise provided for-
Mover of a motion ............................................................ . 
Any other Member ........................................................... . 

Extension of time-
With the consent of a majority of the 

House or of the Committee, to be 
determined without debate, a Member 
may be allowed to continue a speech 
interrupted under the foregoing provisions 
of this standing order for one period not 
exceeding ....................................................................... . 

Provided that no extension of time shall 
exceed half of the original period allotted. 

Limitation of debate (Guillotine) 

Limitation of debate 

20 minutes 
15 minutes 

10 minutes 

92 (a) On the reading of a message from the Governor-General 
recommending an appropriation in connection with any bill, on the calling on of 
a motion for leave to introduce a bill or a notice of presentation, on the 
consideration of any motion preliminary to the introduction of a bill, at any stage 
of a bill, or on the consideration of Senate amendments or requests for 
amendments to a bill, a Minister may declare in the House that the bill is an 
urgent bill, and on such declaration, the question "That the bill be considered an 
urgent bill" shall be put forthwith-no debate or amendment being allowed­
and on such question being agreed to, a Minister may forthwith, or at any time 
during any sitting of the House, but not so as to interrupt a Member who is 
addressing the House, move a motion or motions specifying the time which shall 
be allotted to all or any of the following: 

(i) The initial stages of the bill (including any motion preliminary to the
introduction of the bill) up to, but not inclusive of, the second reading
of the bill;

(ii) The second reading of the bill;
(iii) The consideration in detail of the bill;
(iv) The remaining stages of the bill;
(v) The consideration of Senate amendments or requests for amendments

to the bill;

and the order with regard to the time allotted to the consideration in detail of 
the bill may, out of the time allotted, apportion a certain time or times to a 
particular clause or clauses, or to any particular part or parts of the bill. 

Tariff resolution 

(b) When a proposed resolution for customs or excise tariff is being
considered, a Minister may at any time declare that the proposed resolution is of 
an urgent nature, and, on such declaration, the question "That the proposed 
resolution be considered of an urgent nature" shall be put forthwith-no debate 
or amendment being allowed-and on such question being agreed to, a Minister 
may fo11hwith, or at any time du1ing the consideration of the proposed 
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resol ution, but not so as to interrupt a Member who i s  speaking, move a motion 
specifying the time or ti mes whi ch shall be al lotted  to any portion or portions of 
the proposed resolution. 

Motion 

(c) When any motion of any kind whatsoever has been moved, a Mi ni ster 
may at any time declare that t he motion is an urgent motion, and, on such 
declaration, the question "That the motion be considered an urgent motion" shall 
be put forthwi th-no debate or amendment being allowed-and on such 
question being agreed to, a Mini ster may forthwith move a motion specifying the 
time which shall be allotted to the motion. 

Motion for allotment of time-debate limited 

(d) Upon such motion or motions wi th regard to the allotment of ti me 
bei ng moved, no debate thereon shall be allowed for more than 20 minutes, and 
in  speaking thereon no Member may exceed five mi nutes. If the debate i s  not 
concluded sooner, then forthwith upon the expiration of that ti me the Speake r 
shal l put any que sti ons on any amendment or motion already proposed from the 
C hair. 

Proceedings brought to conclusion 
(e) For the purpose of bringing to a conclusion any proceedings whi ch are 

to be brough t to a conclusion on the expiration of the time allotted under any 
motion passed under any of the preceding p aragraphs of thi s standing order, the 
Speaker or the Chair shall, at the time appointed under the motion for the 
conclusion of those proceedi ngs, first put forthwi th any question already 
proposed from the Chair and then any other question requisite to di spose of the 
busi ness before t he House or the Mai n  Commi ttee , i ncludi ng, when con sideri ng 
any bi ll i n  detail or any Senate amendments or Senate requests for amendments 
to a bil l, any amendments, new clauses and schedules, and modifications, copies 
of wh ich have been circulated by the Government among Members two hours at 
least before the expiration of the allotted time. No other amendments, new 
clauses or schedules, or modi fi cations may be proposed. 
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Where time fixed for commencement of proceedings 

(f) Whe re any t ime has been specified for the commencement of any 
proceedi ngs  i n  connecti on with any business under this s tanding order, when t he 
time so specified has been reached the business ,  whatsoever i ts nature, th en 
before the House or the Main Committee shal l be postponed forthwith, and the 
first-ment ioned busine ss shall be proceeded with, and al l steps necessary to 
enable this to  be done shall be taken accordingl y. 

Closure of question not to apply 
(g) Standi ng orde r 93 shall not appl y to any p roceedings in re spect of 

which time has been allotted i n  pursuance of th is standing order. 

Closure 

Closure of question 
93 After any quest ion has been proposed from t he Chai r, e ither in t he 

House or i n  the Main Committee, a motion may be made by any Member, risin g 
in h is or he r place , and without notice, and whether any other Member is 
addres sing the Chai r or not, "That the quest ion be now put", and such  motion 
shall be put forthwith without amendment or debate. 

Closure of Member 
94 A motion may be made that a Member who is speaking , except a 

Member giv ing a notice of moti on or formal l y  mov ing the terms of a motion 
allowed under the standing orders, "be not further heard", and such que st ion 
shall be put fo rthwith and dec ided without amendment or debate. 

Privilege 

Privilege 
95 Any Member may rise at any time to speak upon a matte r of priv ilege 

suddenly arisi ng, and he or s he shall be prepared to move, without notice, a 
moti on dec laring that a c ontempt or breach of p riv i lege has been commi tted, or 
referring the matter to the Committee of Priv ileges; but i f  a matte r re lated to  the 
p roceedi ngs of the Mai n Committee is raised in the Main Committee, the Chair 
shall s uspend the proceedings and report to the House at the fi rst opportunity. 

Precedence to matter of privilege 
96 A matter of priv ilege at any t ime ari s ing s hall , until disposed of, or 

unl ess the debate on a moti on thereon is adj ourned, suspend the consideration 
and dec i s ion of every other que st ion: Prov ided tha t  precedence ov er other 
business shall not be given to any motion i f, in the opi nion of the Speaker, a 
prima facie case of breach of pri vilege has not been made out or the matter has 
not been raised at the earliest opportunity. 
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Complaint against newspaper, book, etc. 
97 Any Member complaining to the House of a statement in a newspaper, 

book or other publication as a breach of privilege shall produce a copy of the 
newspaper, book or other publication containing the statement in question, and 
shall be prepared to give the name of the printer or publisher. 

Privilege matter raised when House not sitting 
97 A During a period when the House is not sitting and is not expected to 

meet for a further period of at least two weeks, a Member may bring to the 
attention of the Speaker a matter of privilege which has arisen since the House 
last met and which he or she proposes should be referred to the Committee of 
Privileges. If the Speaker is satisfied that a prima facie c ase of breach of 
privilege has been made out and the matter is one upon which urgent action 
should be taken, the Speaker shall refer it forthwith to the Committee of 
Privi leges: 

Provided that any referral by the Speaker in accordance with the foregoing 
provisions of this standing order shall be reported to the House by the Speaker at 
its next sitting whereupon the Member who raised the matter shall be required to 
move forthwith, without notice, that such referral be endorsed by the House; if 
the motion is negatived, the Committee of Privileges shall take no further action 
in respect of the matter. 

Point of order and Speaker 's ruling 

Point of order 
98 Any Member may at any time raise a point of order which shall, unti l 

disposed of, suspend the consideration and decision of every other question. 

Proceedings on question of order 
99 Upon a question of order being raised, the Member called to order 

shall resume his or her seat, and, after the question of order has been stated to the 
Speaker by the Member rising to the question of order, the Speaker shall give a 
ruling thereon. 

Objection to ruling of Speaker 
100 If any objection is taken to any ruling of the Speaker, such objection 

must be taken at once, and a motion of dissent, to be submitted in writing, 
moved, which, if seconded, shall be proposed to the House, and debate thereon 
shall proceed forthwith. 
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CHAPTER VIII 

BUSINESS 

Notice Paper 

Notice Paper 
100A All business before the House shall be set down on the Notice Paper in 
accordance with the standing or sessional orders and the Notice Paper shall be 
published. 

Routine of business 

Routine of business 
101 The House shall proceed on the days indicated with its ordinary 

business in the following routine: 

Monday 

1. Presentation of, and statements on, reports from parliamentary committees and
delegations. 2. Orders of the day for the resumption of debate on motions moved
in connection with committee and delegation reports. 3. Private Members'
business (debate to be interrupted at 1.45 p.m.). 4. Members' statements (at
approximately 1 .45 p.m.). 5. Questions without notice (at 2 p.m.). 6. Presentation
of petitions. 7. Private Members' business (in continuation for l hour).
8. Grievance debate (debate to continue for 1 hour and 20 minutes). 9. Notices
and orders of the day.

Tuesday

1. Questions without notice. 2. Presentation of papers. 3. Ministerial statements,
by leave. 4. Matter of public importance. 5. Notices and orders of the day.

Wednesday and Thursday

1. Notices and orders of the day. 2. Questions without notice (at 2 p.m.). 3.
Presentation of papers. 4. Ministerial statements, by leave. 5. Matter of public
importance. 6. Notices and orders of the day.

Interruption for question period 
101A At 2 p.m. on each sitting Monday, Wednesday and Thursday the 
Speaker shall interrupt the business before the House in order that questions 
without notice can be called on: 

Provided that: 
(a) if a division is in progress at the time fixed for interruption, the division

shall be completed and the result announced; and
(h) the Speaker shall fix the time for the resumption of the debate on any

business under discussion and not disposed of at the time of
interruption.

Committee and delegation reports 

Presentation of reports and papers 
102 Reports of standing and select committees and papers may be 

presented at any time when other business is not before the House. 
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Committee and delegation reports 
102A Following Prayers each sitting Mond ay, parliamentary committee and 

delegation reports may be presented in the ord er d etermined by the Selection 
C ommittee. 

Statements on committee and delegation reports 
102B Upon presentation of a report of a parliamentary committee or 

delegation pursuant to stand ing ord er 1 02A, the Member presenting the report 
and other Members , subject to any determination of the Selection Committee, 
may be accord ed priority in making a statement to the House for a period not 
exceedi ng 10 minutes each and a specific motion in connection with the report 
may be moved without notice by the Member presenting it. The d ebate on the 
ques ti on shall then be adjourned until a future day. 

Precedence to motions regarding committee and delegation reports 
102C Fol lowing the presentati on of reports pursuant to stand ing ord er 1 02A, 
the resumption of proceed ings on motions relating to committee and delegation 
reports shall have precedence according to the order of priority and times allotted 
for debate d etermined by the Selection Committee, each Member speaking for a 
period not exceeding 10 minutes or any lesser period d etermined by the 
Selection Committee. 

New business 

New business 
103 No new business may be taken after 1 1  p.m., unless the House 

otherwise ord ers .  

Private Members' business 

Precedence to government and private Members' business 
104 Government business shall ,  on each day of sitting, have preced ence of 

private Members ' business except on each s i tting Monday as provid ed by 
s tanding ord er 1 0  l. 

At the conclusion of grievance debate the Speaker shall put forthwith and 
success ively, without further d ebate or amend ment, any questions on whi ch a 
div i s i on had been cal led for earl i er in the d ay, and which had been d eferred 
pursuant to stand ing ord er 193. 

[Operation of standing order 1 04A suspended for remainder of session; replaced by sessional order] 

Private Members' business-procedure 
J04A In the period during which private Members ' business is accorded 

precedence pursuant to standing order 104,  notices and orders of the day 
relating to private Members ' business shall be called on by the Clerk in the order 
in which they appear on the Notice Pape,: When the time allotted by standing 
order 102C or 104 ,  or by the Selection Committee,for an item of business has 
e.xpired, consideration shall be interrupted by the Chair and the question before 
the Chair shall be put: 
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Provided that, where the Selection Committee has determined that 
consideration of a matter should continue on a future day, at the time fixed for 
interruption , the Chair shall interrupt proceedings and further consideration of 
the matter shall be set down on the Notice Paperfor the next sitting . 

Notices by private Members of their intention to present bills shall stand 
referred to the Selection Committee which shall give priority to them over other 
notices and orders of the day and determine the order in which they are to be 
presented. Upon the respective notice being called on by the Clerk, the Member 
in whose name the notice stands shall present the bill and may speak for a period 
not exceeding five minutes in support thereof The bill shall then be read a first 
time and the motion for the second reading shall be set down on the Notice 
Paper/or the next sitting. 

If the motion for the second reading of any private Member's bill is agreed to 
by the House, further consideration shall be accorded precedence of other 
private Members ' business and the Selection Committee may allot times for 
consideration of the remaining stages of the bill. 
Private Members' business-procedure 
104A In the period during which private Members' business is accorded 

precedence pursuant to standing order 104, notices and orders of the day 
relating to private Members' business shall be called on by the Clerk in the 
order in which they appear on the Notice Paper. When the time allotted by 
standing order 101, or by the Selection Committee, for an item of business 
has expired, consideration shall be interrupted by the Chair and the 
question before the Chair shall be put: 

Provided that, where the Selection Committee has determined that 
consideration of a matter should continue on a future day, at the time fixed 
for interruption, or when debate has concluded, the Chair shall interrupt 
proceedings and further consideration of the matter shall be set down on the 
Notice Paper for the next sitting. 

Notices by private Members of their intention to present b ills shall stand 
referred to the Selection Committee which shall give priority to them over 
other notices and orders of the day and determine the order in which they 
are to be presented. Upon the respective notice being called on by the Clerk, 
the Member in whose name the notice stands shall present the bill and may 
speak for a period not exceeding fifteen minutes in support of it. The bill 
shall then be read a first time and the motion for the second reading shall be 
set down on the Notice Paper for the next sitting. 

If the motion for the second reading of any private Member' s  bill is 
agreed to by the House, further consideration shall be accorded 
precedence of other private Members' business and the Selection 
Committee may allot times for consideration of the remaining stages of 
the bill. 

Withdrawal of private Members' business 
104B Any private Members ' business not cal led on or any private Members ' 

bus iness the consideration of which has been interrupted pursuant to standing 
order 1 04A and not re-accorded priority by the Selection Committee, on any of 
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the next eight sitting Mondays, shall be removed from the Notice Paper by the 
Clerk. 

Government business 

Order of government business 
105 Ministers may arrange the order of their notices and orders of the day 

on the Notice  Paper as they thi nk fi t. 

Grievance debate and statements by Members 

Grievance debate 
106 Notwithstanding standing order 1 05 ,  the first order of the day, 

government business, on each s itting Monday following the conclusion of 
private Members ' business shal l be a question to be proposed by the Speaker, 
"That grievances be noted" to which question any Member may address the 
House or move any amendment. 

If consideration of the question has not been concluded after 1 hour and 20 
minutes, the debate thereon shall be interrupted and the Speaker shall put any 
questions then before the House, and after resolution of those questions, shal l 
forthwith call on the next order of the day, government business. 

Statements by Members 
106A At 1 .45 p.m. on each si tting Monday the Speaker shall interrupt private 

Members ' business in order that statements by Members can be called on. A 
Member, other than a Minister, may be called by the Chair to make a statement 
for a period not exceeding 90 seconds. The period allowed for these statements 
shall not extend beyond 2 p.m. 

Matter of public importance 

Discussion of matter of public importance 
107 A Member may propose to the S peaker that a definite matter of public 

importance be submi tted to the House for discussion. The Member proposing the 
matter shall present to the Speaker not later than 12 noon on each s itting day on 
which a matter may be discussed a wri tten statement of the matter proposed to be 
discussed; and if the Speaker determines that it is  in order, the Speaker shall read 
it to the House. The proposed discussion must be supported by eight Members, 
including the proposer, ri s ing in their places as indicating approval. The Speaker 
shall then call upon the Member who had proposed the matter to speak. 

Motion to call on business of the day 
At any time during the discussion, a motion may be made by any Member 

"That the business of the day be called on" and such motion shall be put 
forthwith and decided wi thout amendment or debate, and, if agreed to, the 
busi ness of the day shall  be proceeded with immediately. A motion under 
standing order 87 or standing order 93 will not be in order. 
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Speaker to decide priority 

In the event of more than one matter being presented for the same day, 
priority shall be given to the matter which, in the opinion of the Speaker, is the 
most urgent and important, and no other proposed matter shall be read to the 
House that day. 

Matter of special interest 

Motion to discuss special matter 
108 At any time when other business is not before the House a Minister 

may indicate to the House that it is proposed to discuss a matter of special 
interest on which it is not desired to formulate a motion in express terms. The 
Minister may then move a motion specifying the time to be allotted to the debate. 
The Minister shall then move "That the (stating subject matter) be considered by 
the House". A Minister may withdraw the motion, without leave, at the 
expiration of the time allotted to the debate. 

General business-priority to notices 
109 ➔!� ➔if ➔:f ➔:� 

Censure or want of confidence motion or amendment 

Precedence to censure or want of confidence motion or amendment 
110 A motion of which notice has been given or an amendment which 

expresses a censure of or want of confidence in the Government and is accepted 
by a Minister as a censure or want of confidence motion or amendment shall, 
until it is disposed of by the House, take precedence of all other business. 

Leave of the House or Committee 

Leave 
111 Leave of the House or Committee must be granted without any 

dissentient voice. 

CHAPTER IX 

PETITIONS 

Preparing a petition 

What must be in a petition 
112 A petition for presentation to the House must: 

(a) be addressed to the House of Representatives;
(h) refer to a matter which is within the power of the House of

Representatives to address, that is, a Commonwealth legislative or administrative 
matter; 

(c) state the facts which the petitioners wish to bring to the notice of the
House; and 

(d) contain a request for the House or the Parliament to take one or more
specified actions. 
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How a petition should be prepared 

1 13  A petition mus t c onform to the following requiremen ts: 
(a) It mus t  be on  paper. 
(b) It mus t be legible. 
(c) I t  must be i n  the Englis h language or be accompanied by a trans lati on  

certifi ed to be co rrect. Th e  person certifying the translation must place his o r  her 
name and address on  the translatio n. 

(d) The tex t of the petition mus t not c on tain any alterations. 
(e) It must no t  have any letters , affidav its o r  o ther documents attached to it. 
(j) The language used must be respectful, c ourteous and moderate. The 

petition should not c ontain irrelevant s tatements. 
(g) It mus t  not c ontain any indication that it has been spons ored or 

dis tributed by a Member o f  the House o f  Representativ es ;  except that, for  the 
purpose o f  facil itating the lodgment of the petition, the name and address o f  a 
Member may be s hown as an address to which the petit ion may be sent fo r 
presentat io n  to  the House. 

(h) A petition from a c o rporation should be made under its common seal. 
Otherwis e  it wi ll be received as the pet ition of the individuals who s igned it. 

Rules about signatures 

114 Every petition must contai n the s ignature and address of at least o ne 
person  on  the page on w hich the terms of the petition are w ritten. 

All the s ignatures on a petition must meet the foll ow ing requirements: 
(a) Every s ignature must be written on a page bearing the terms o f  the 

petition ,  or the action reques ted by the petition. Signatures must not be c opied, 
pasted or  transferred on to the peti tion nor should they be p laced on a blank page 
on  the reverse o f  a sheet c on taining the terms o f  the petition. 

(b) Each s ignature mus t be made by the person signing in his or her own 
handwriting. A petitioner who is not able to s ign must make a mark in the 
presence o f  a wi tness. The witness must s ign the petition as witness and write his 
or her address, and the name and address of the petitioner. 

Presentation to the House 

Only a Member may lodge a petition for presentation 

115 A petition for presentation to the House  may on ly  be lodged by a 
Member. A Member cannot lodge a petition from herself o r  himself. 

Responsibilities of Members 

116 Before l odging a petition w i th the Clerk or presen ting a peti tion to the 
House a Member mus t: 

(a) write his or her name and elec toral div is ion at  the beginning o f  the 
petition; and 

(h) count the signatories and write the number o f  s ignatories at the 
beginning o f  the petition. 

Presenting a petition 

1 17  Pet iti o ns may be presented to the House  in one of the follow ing  ways :  
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(a) In accordance with standing order 1 0 1 ,  the Clerk must announce each 
si tting Monday petitions lodged for presentation. Members must lodge peti tions 
wi th the Clerk by 12 noon on the Friday prior to the Monday on which it is 
proposed that they be presented. 

(b) A Member may present a peti tion during the period of Members ' 
statements under standing order 1 06A or 275A. 

(c) A peti tion which refers to a motion or order of the day may be 
presented by a Member when that motion or order of the day is moved or cal led 
on for the first time. 

Before presenting a peti tion under paragraph (b) or (c) the Member 
presenting it must insert the i nformati on requ i red by standing order 1 1 6 and 
obtain a certifi cation by the Clerk that it complies wi th the standing orders. 

Responsibilities of the Clerk 
118 (a) The Clerk or the Deputy Clerk must check that each peti tion 

lodged for presentation complies with the standing orders. If i t  does he or she 
shall certify the fact on the petition. 

(h) The Clerk must make an announcement to the House of the peti ti ons 
lodged for presentati on. The announcement must indicate, for each petition, the 
Member who lodged i t, the i dentity and number of petitioners and the subject 
matter of the petiti on. 

Action on petitions 

Action by the House 
119 (a) No discuss ion on the subject matter of a petition is allowed at 

the time of presentation. 
(b) Every petiti on presented is  deemed to have been received by the House 

unless a motion that i t  not be received is moved immediately and agreed to. 
(c) No other motion may be moved in  connecti on with a petiti on except a 

motion that a particular petition be: 
(i) referred to a particul ar committee; or 
( i i) printed. This motion may only be moved by a Member who 

intends to take action on the petition and informs the House of the 
action he or she intends to take. 

Other action 
120 The fol lowing action shal l be taken m respect of every petiti on 

received by the House: 
(a) Its terms must be printed in Hansard. 
(b) The Clerk must refer a copy of the peti tion to the Minister responsible 

for the administration of the matter which is the subject of the petition. A 
Minister may respond to a peti tion by lodging a written response with the Clerk. 
At the end of the peti ti ons announcement the Clerk must report any response 
received and the response must be printed in Hansard. 

To be received only as from the persons signing 
121 ➔i� ➔!� ➔:� ➔!� 
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Petitions from corporations 
122 ➔iE- ➔iE- ➔iE- 7iE-

No documents to be attached 
123 ➔if ➔iE- ➔iE- ➔if 

No reference to debates 
124 ➔!E- ➔!E- ➔!E- ➔iE-

Petitions must be respectful 
125 ➔!E- ➔!E- ➔!E- �E-

Must be lodged by a Member 
126 ➔* ➔!E- ➔!E- ➔!E-

Member to atlh name, electoral division and number of signatories 
127 ➔lE- ➔ie- ➔iE- 7iE-

Standing orders to be observed 
128 ➔!E- ➔!E- ➔!E- 7iE-

Clerk to announce particulars of petitions lodged 
129 ➔if *f ➔!E- ➔:e-

Petitions deemed to have been received 
130 ➔!E- ➔!E- ➔!E- ➔!E-

Restrictions on printing 

131 ➔!E- ➔!E- *E- ➔!E-

Petitions referred to Ministers; Minister's response 

132 ::: % ::: ::: 

CHAPTER X 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

Notice of motion-how given 

133 Notice of motion shal l be given by a Member by-
(a) delivering its terms in writ ing to the Clerk at the Table, or 
(b) stating its terms to the House during the period of Members ' statements 

made under standing order I 06A and del ive1ing its terms in wri ting to 
the Clerk at the Table. 

The notice must be s igned by the Member and seconder and show the day 
proposed for moving the motion. 

A notice of motion given by a Member in accordance with paragraph (a) 
which expresses a censure of, or want of confidence in  the Government, or a 
censure of any Member, shall be reported to the House by the Clerk at the first 
convenient opportunity. 
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Notice given for an absent Member 
134 A Member, in the absence of another Member and at his or her request, 

may give a notice of motion for that other Member and shall put the name of 
such Member and his or her own signature on the notice. 

Order of notices 
135 Subject to the provisions of standing orders I 05 , 133 , 2 1 1 and 33 1 the 

notices shall be entered by the Clerk on the Notice Paper, in priority of orders of 
the day, in the order in which they were received: 

Provided that: 
(a) private Members ' bus iness notices shal l be entered on the Noti ce Paper 

in such an order that, as far as possible, priori ty shall alternate between 
opposi tion or other non-government Members and government 
Members, and 

(b) two notices received from the same Member shall not be placed 
consecutively in priori ty of a notice received from another Member 
during the same sitting. 

Notice may be divided 
136 If a notice of motion is given which contains matters not relevant to 

each other, the Speaker may instruct the Clerk to divide such notice into two or 
more notices. 

Unbecoming notice amended 
137 Any notice of motion containing unbecoming expressions, or which 

offends against any standing order of the House, shall be amended by the 
Speaker before it appears on the Notice Paper. 

Postponement of motion 
138 A Member who has given notice of moti on may change the day 

proposed for moving the moti on to a day subsequent to that first named by 
notifying the Clerk in writing pri or to the calling on of the motion. The change of 
day shall be reported to the House by the Clerk at the first convenient 
opportunity. 

Terms of notice altered 
139 A Member who has given a notice of motion may alter i ts terms by 

notifying the Clerk in writing within such time as will enable the al teration to be 
made in the Notice Paper. 

Withdrawal of notice 
140 A Member who has given a notice of motion may withdraw the not ice 

by notifying the Clerk in writing at any time pri or to that proposed for moving 
the motion. 

Operation of notice 
141 A notice of motion becomes effective only when it appears on the 

Notice Paper. 
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CHAPTER XI 

QUESTIONS SEEKING INFORMATION 

Questions to Ministers 
142 Questions may be put to a Minister relating to public affairs with 

which the Minister is officially connected, to proceedings pending in the House, 
or to any matter of adminis tration for which the Minister is responsible. 
Questions may be asked orally without notice for immediate reply or in w1iting 
on notice and placed on the Notice Paper for written reply. 

Questions to other Members 
143 Questions may be put to a Member, not being a Minister or an 

Assistant Minister, relating to any bill, motion, or other public matter connected 
with the business of the House, of which the Member has charge. 

Rules for questions 
144 The following general rules shall apply to questions : 

Questions cannot be debated. 
Questions should not contain-

(a) statements of facts or names of persons u nl ess they are strictly 
necessary to render the question i ntelligible and can be 
authenticated; 

(b) arguments; 
(c) inferences; 
(d) imputations; 
(e) epithets; 
(f) i ronical expressions ; or 
(g) hypothetical matter. 

Questions should not ask Ministers­
(a) for an expression of opinion; 
(b) to announce the Government's policy, but may seek an 

explanation regarding the policy of the Government and its 
application and may ask the Prime Minister whether a Minister's 
statement in the House represents government pol icy; or 

(c) for legal opinion. 
Questions cannot refer to--

(a) debates in  the current session; or 
(b) proceedings in committee not reported to the House. 

Questions cannot anticipate discussion upon an order of the day or other 
matter. 

Answer to be relevant 
145 An answer shal l be relevant to the question. 

Questions answered 
146 A question fully answered cannot be renewed. 
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Alteration of question 
147 The Speaker may direct that the language of a question be changed if it 

seems to the Speaker unbecoming or not in conformity with the s tanding orders 
of the House. 

Question on notice 
148 A Member shal l submit a question on notice to the Clerk in sufficient 

time, in the opinion of the Speaker, to enable it to be published in the next issue 
of the Notice Paper. The question shal l be in  writing and s igned by the Member. 

Order of questions 
149 The Clerk shall place notices of questions on the Notice Paper in the 

order in which they were received by the Clerk. 

Replies to questions 
150 The reply to a question on notice shall be given by deli vering it to the 

Clerk. A copy of the reply shall be supplied to the Member who asked the 
question, and the question and reply shall be published in Hansard. 

If after the expiration of 60 days of a question firs t  appearing on the Notice 
Paper, a reply has not been delivered to the Clerk, the Member who asked the 
question may rise in his or her place at the conclusion of the question period and 
request the Speaker to write to the Minis ter concerned, seekjng reasons for the 
delay in answering. 

Questions without notice-Supplementary questions 
151 Questions may be asked without notice. At the discretion of the 

Speaker supplementary questions may be asked to e lucidate an answer. 

Questions to Speaker 
152 At the conclusion of the question period, questions without notice may 

be put to the Speaker relating to any matter of administration for which he or she 
is responsible. 

Questions regarding persons 
153 Questions shall not be asked which reflect on or are critical of the 

character or conduct of those persons whose conduct may only be chal lenged on 
a substantive motion, and notice must be given  of questions critical of the 
character or conduct of other persons. 

CHAPTER XII 

MOTIONS, QUESTIONS, VOTES AND RESOLUTIONS 

No motion without previous notice 
154 No Member may, except by leave of the House, or unless it be 

otherwise provided by the s tanding orders, move any motion except in pursuance 
of notice appearing on the Notice Paper. 
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Precedence of motions 
155 Motions shall have precedence of each other accord ing to the ord er in 

which they appear on the Notice Paper. A motion may be postponed on motion 
without notice moved by the Member who gave notice of the motion. 

Motions not called on 
156 If, at the adjournment of the House, any motions on the Notice Paper 

have not been called on, such motions shall be set d own on the Notice Paper for 
the next sitting d ay, after the motions of which notice  for that d ay has been given. 

Precedence to vote of thanks or of condolence 
157 Precedence will be ord inarily given by courtesy to a motion for a vote 

of thanks of the House or of condolence. 

Member absent when motion called on 
158 If a Member is not in his or her place when the notice of motion gi ven 

by the Member is called on, it shall be withd rawn from the Notice Paper, unless 
another Member, at the request of the Member who gave the notice of motion, 
thereupon fixes a future time for moving the moti on. 

Member failing to move 
159 If a Member, when the notice of motion gi ven by him or her is called 

on, fails to rise and move the motion, it shall be withdrawn from the Notice 
Paper unless the Member thereupon fixes a future time for moving the motion. 

Motion not seconded 
160 Except as otherwise provided, a motion not secon ded  may not be 

further discussed and no entry thereof shall be mad e in the Votes and 
Proceedings. 

Question proposed by the Speaker 
161 When a motion has been moved and seconded, a question thereupon 

shal l be proposed to the House by the Speaker. 

Restrictions on withdrawal of motions 
162 After a motion has been proposed from the Chair, it shall be d eemed to 

be in the possession of the House, and cannot be withd rawn without leave. 

Anticipation of business 
163 A matter on the Notice Paper must not be anticipated by another matter 

contained in a less effective form of proceed ing. 

Motion withdrawn, again moved 
164 A motion which has been superseded, or by leave of the House, 

withdrawn, may be moved again during the same session. 

Question put 
165 As soon as the debate upon a question has been concluded, the Speaker 

shall put the question to the House. 
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Division of complicated question 

166 The House or the Main Committee may order a complicated question 
to be divided. 

Question determined by majority of voices 

167 A question being put shall be resolved in the affirmative or negative, 
by the majority of voices, "Aye" or "No". 

Speaker states result 

168 The Speaker shall state whether, in his or her opinion, the "Ayes" or 
the "Noes" have it; and if the Speaker's opinion be challenged the question shall 
be decided by division. 

Same question may be disallowed 

169 Subject to the provisions of standing order 233, the Speaker or the 
Chair may, in his or her discretion, disallow any motion or amendment which is 
the same in substance as any question, which, during the same session, has been 
resolved in the affirmative or negative. 

Resolution or vote rescinded 

170 A resolution, or other vote of the House, may be read and rescinded; 
but no such resolution or other vote may be rescinded during the same session, 
unless seven days' notice be given: Provided that to correct irregularities or 
mistakes one day's notice shall be sufficient, or the corrections may be made at 
once by leave of the House. 

CHAPTER XIII 

AMENDMENTS 

Different forms of amendments 

171 A question having been proposed may be amended (1) by omitting 
ce1tain words only; (2) by omitting certain words in order to insert or add other 
words; or (3) by inserting or adding words. 

Amendments to be in writing 

172 An amendment to any motion before the House must, for purposes of 
record, be in writing and be signed by the mover and seconder. 

Relevancy of amendment 

173 Every amendment must be relevant to the question which it is 
proposed to amend. 

Amendments in House must be seconded 

17 4 An amendment moved, but not seconded, shall not be entertained by 
the House, nor entered in the Votes and Proceedings. 

Amendment to omit words 

175 When the proposed amendment is to omit certain words, the Speaker 
shall put a question, "That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the 
question". 
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Amendment to omit words, and insert or add others 
1 76 When the proposed amendment is to omit certain words in order to 

insert or add other words, the Speaker shall put a question "That the words 
proposed to be omi tted stand part of the q uestion", which, if resolved in the 
affirmative, shall dispose of the amendment; but if i n  the negative, another 
question shall be put, that the words of the amendmen t be inserted or added 
instead of the words wh ich are omi tted. 

Amendment to insert or add words 
1 77 When the proposed amendmen t i s  to insert or add certain words, the 

Speaker shall put a question, th at such w ords be inserted, or added. 

Alternative form of question 
178 If no Member objec ts, the S peaker may put a question "That the 

amendment be agreed to" in place of the question or questi ons stated i n  s tanding 
orders 175 , 176 and 177. 

Inconsistent amendment not to be moved 
179 No amendment shal l be moved which i s  i nconsistent with a previous 

decision on the question. 
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No amendment of earlier part 
180 No amendment may be moved to any part of a question after a l ater 

part has been amended, or after a question has been proposed on an amendment 
thereto, unless the proposed amendment has, by l eave of the House, been 
withdrawn. 

No amendment to words already agreed to 
181 No amendment may be moved to any words which the House has 

resolved shal l stand part of a question, or which have been inserted i n, or added 
to, a question, except it be in the addi tion of other words thereto. 

Order of moving amendments 
182 An amendment proposed shal l  be disposed of before another 

amendment to the original question can be moved. 

Proposed amendment withdrawn 
183 A proposed amendment may, by l eave, be wi thdrawn. 

Amendments to proposed amendments 
184 Amendments may be moved to a proposed amendment as if such 

proposed amendment were an original question. 

Amendment to words proposed to be substituted 
185 When it is moved to omit words in the main question, in order to i nsert 

or add others, no amendment to the words proposed to be inserted or added can 
be received until the question that the words proposed to be omitted stand part of 
the main question has been determined. 

Question as amended put 
186 When amendments have been made, the main question shal l be put as 

amended. 

When amendments moved but not made 
187 When amendments have been moved but not made, the question shall 

be put as originall y  proposed. 

CHAPTER XIV 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Order of the day defined 
188 An order of the day is a bil l or other matter which the House has 

ordered to be taken into cons ideration on a particul ar day. 

Precedence of orders of the day--Order postponed by request 
189 Orders of the day shal l have precedence of each other according to the 

order in  which they appear on the Notice Paper. An order of the day may be 
postponed on mot ion without notice moved by the Member in charge thereof, or, 
in the Member's absence, by another Member at his or her request. 
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Orders of day not called on 
190 If, at t he adj ournment of the House, any orders of the day on the 

N otice Paper h ave not been  ca lled on, such orders of the day shall be set down 
on the Not ice Paper for the next si tt ing day at t he e nd of the orders set down for 
that  day. 
Order discharged 

191  On an order of the day bei ng read, it may, on motion wi thout notice 
moved by the Member in charge thereof, be discharged. 

CHAPTER XV 

DIVISIONS 

Division called for 
192 Whenever the S peaker s tates, on putti ng a questi on, that the "Ayes" or 

the "N oes" (as the case may be) have it, h i s  or her opi ni on may be challenged by 
Members cal ling for a divi s ion. 

When division may be taken 
193 A di vision shall not be proceeded w ith unless more than one Member 

has called for a divi sion. If one Member only calls for a divis ion, that Member 
may inform the S peaker that he or she wishes his or her dissent to be recorded i n  
the Votes and Proceedings and in Hansard and the Member 's di ssent shal l  be so  
recorded: 

Provided that, on sitti ng Mondays, any division cal l ed for in the House on a 
questi on, other than a moti on moved by a Mi nister, pri or to quest ions  without 
notice being ca lled on or duri ng presen tat ion of petiti ons or pri vate Members ' 
bus i ness, shall stand deferred unt il the grievance debate has conc luded or been 
postponed. 

Member to vote in accordance with voice 
194 Every Member s hall vote in accordance with h i s  or her voi ce (e i ther 

"Aye" or "No") and the vote shal l  be so recorded. 

Members calling for division 
1 95 Members calling for a divi s ion shall not leave the area wi th in the seats 

al lotted to Members, and shall vote with those who, i n  the opin ion of the 
Speaker, were i n  the minority when  the voices were taken. 

No Member to vote if pecuniarily interested 
1 96 No Member shal l be ent i t led  to vote i n  any di vi sion upon a questi on 

( not be ing a matter of public pol icy) in which he or she has a direct pecuni ary 
i nterest not hel d i n  common with the rest of the subjects of the Crown. The vote 
of a Member may not be chal lenged except on a substantive moti on moved 
immed iatel y after the divisi on i s  completed, and the vote of a Member 
de termi ned to be so interested s hal l be di sal lowed. 
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No Member to vote unless present when tellers appointed 
197 No  Member shall be entitled to vote in any division unless, when the 

tellers are appointed, the Member is within the seats allotted to Members. Except 
that when a successive division is taken pursuant to s tanding order 203A, this 
standing order does not apply. 

Strangers withdraw 
198 Previously to any division, Senators and strangers shall, if ordered, 

withdraw from the Chamber. 

Division bells rung 
199 Before a division is taken, the Clerk shall ring the division bells and 

the doors shall not be closed until after the lapse of four minutes. 

Doors locked after 4 minutes 
200 The doors shall be closed and locked after the lapse of four minutes, 

and then no Member may enter or leave the Chamber until after the division. 

Successive divisions 

Question stated-Members divided-tellers appointed 
201 When the doors have been locked, and all the Members are in their 

pl aces, the Speaker shall state the question to the House, shall direct the "Ayes" 
to proceed to the right of the Chair, and the "Noes" to the left, and Members 
having accordingly taken seats, shall appoint tel lers for each side. 

Members present when tellers appointed must vote 
202 On the tellers being appointed, every Member within the seats allotted 

to Members shal l vote and no Member may move from his or her place until the 
result of the division is announced. Except that when a successive division is 
taken pursuant to standing order 203A, this standing order does not apply. 

Members counted, names taken down 
203 Every Member within the seats all otted to Members shall then be 

counted, and his or her name taken down by the tellers. When recording is 
complete the tel lers shall cal culate the total number of Members voting on that 
side. Tellers shall sign their list, and present it to the Speaker, who will declare 
the result to the House. 

Successive divisions-bells rung, tellers appointed 
203A When successive div isions are taken, and there is no intervening 
debate after the first division, the bell s for the ensuing division shall be rung for 
one minute only. Notwithstanding the provisions of standing order 20 1, the 
Speaker shall appoint tel lers immediately after the division is called. 

Successive divisions-vote same as in previous division 
203B When a successive division is taken pursuant to standing order 203A 
the tel l ers shall record each Member's vote as being the same as it was in the 
immediately preceding division. 
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Provided that any Member who-----
(i) wishes to vote differently to the way he or she voted i n  the previous 

division; or 
( i i) voted in the previous division and does not wish to vote in the current 

division; or 
(iii) did not vote i n  the previous division and wishes to vote in the current 

div ision-
shall repo11 to the tellers as necessary to have his or her voting intention properly 
recorded. Members who wish to vote in the same way as they did in the 
immediately preceding division shall remain in their seats until the result of the 
division is announced. 

Provided further that, i f  i t  is apparent to the Speaker that most Members wish 
to vote differently to the previous division, or i f  there is any confusion or error in 
the numbers calculated by the tellers, the vote shall be counted as provided in 
standing order 203 . 

If 4 or fewer Members on a side 
204 If, at the time that the doors are locked, there are 4 or fewer Members 

on a side in a div ision, the Speaker shall, without completing the division, 
forthwith declare the decision of the House. In such event, the names of the 
Members who are in the minori ty shall be recorded in the Votes and Proceedings. 

Point of order during division 
205 While the House is dividing Members may speak, sitting, to a point of 

order arising out of or during the division. 

Decision on point of order during division 
206 Should a point of order arise during a division it shall be decided by 

the Speaker. 

Division list recorded 
207 Lists of divisions i n  the House shall be recorded by the Clerk in the 

Votes and Proceedings. 

In case of error House again divides 
208 In case of confusion or error concerning the numbers reported, unless 

the same can be otherwise corrected, the House shall proceed to another division. 

Mistakes corrected in records 
209 If complaint be made to the House that a division has been 

inaccurately reported, the Speaker may cause the record to be corrected. 

Speaker 's reasons for casting vote 
210 Any reasons stated by the Speaker for his or her casting vote shall be 

entered i n  the Votes and Proceedings. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

BILLS 

Initiation 

Initiation of bills 
211 (a) A bill (unless received from the Senate) shall be initiated by a 

motion for leave to bring i n  a bi ll specifying its tit le, by an order of the House, on 
the calling on of a notice of presentation, or in accordance with the provis ions of 
s tanding order 29 1 .  

Notice of presentation-how given 

(b) Notice of intention to present a bill shal l be given by a Member by 
either: 

(i) delivering its terms in  wri t ing to the Clerk at the Table; or 
( ii) stating its terms to the House during the period of Members ' statements 

made under standing order 106A and del ivering its terms in  writing to 
the Clerk at the Table. 

Form of 
(c) A notice of intention to present a bil l shal l specify its title and the day 

for presentation, and shall be signed by the Member and, at least, one other 
Member. 

Application of standing orders 

(d) The standing orders shall , to the necessary extent, be applied and read 
as if a notice of presentation were a notice of motion. 

Fair copy to be presented 
212 A Member bringing in a bill shal l  present to the House a fair copy 

s igned by the Member. 

Title-Clauses to come within title 
213 The ti tle shall agree with the order of l eave or the notice of 

presentation, and no clause may be included in any biJ I  not coming within its 
title. 

Irregular bill to be withdrawn 
214 Every bill not prepared according to the standing orders of the House 

shall be ordered to be withdrawn. 

First reading 

First reading 
215 On the presentation of a bi l l  by a Member, or on the receipt from the 

Senate of a bil l  for the concurrence of the House, it shal l be read a first time 
without any question being put. 

Title only read 
216 On every order for the reading of a bi ll, the title only shall be read. 
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Second reading 

Second reading and explanatory memorandum 
217 After the first reading a future day shal l be appointed for the Member 

to move "That this bill be now read a second time" and the bi ll shall meanwhile 
be printed: 

Provided that if copies of the bill have been c ircul ated among Members the 
second reading may be moved immediately after the bill has been read a first 
time. The debate on the question shall then be adjourned t o  a future day. 

In the case of a bill presented by a Minister other than an Appropriati on or 
Supply Bill ,  an explanatory memorandum signed by the Minis ter and including 
an explanation of the reasons for the bill shall be presented to the House at the 
conclusion of the Minister 's speech on moving the s econd reading. 

Reference to Main or other committee 
217 A At least seven days after the first reading and before the resumption of 

debate on the motion "That this bill be now read a second time", a motion may 
be moved without notice "That this bill be referred to the Main Committee for 
the remainder of the second reading and consideration in detail stages" or "That 
the bill be referred to the [here insert title of committee] for consideration and an 
advisory report". A motion to refer a bill to a committee for an advisory report 
may specify a date by whi ch the committee i s  to report to the House: 

Provided that, in the case of bills presented by Mini s ters : 
(a) a Minister may present a li st of bills proposed to be referred to the Main 

Committee or other committees and move without notice either 
immediately or at a later time "That the bills be referred to 
committee(s) in accordance with the lis t"; and 

(b) the bi l ls referred to the Main Committee may be considered by it after 
details of the reference have been published in the Notice Paper. 

Reference to Main Committee after advisory report presented 
217B When a bill has been referred to a committee for an advisory report, 
and the committee's report has been presented to the House, the bill may be 
referred to the Main Committee for the remainder of the second reading and 
considerati on in detai l  stages in accordance with s tanding order 2 17 A. 

Cognate bills 
217C ➔t� ➔l� ➔!� ➔i� 

Subsequent proceedings on bills not referred to Main Committee 
217D All stages of bills not referred to the Main Committee shall be 
considered in the House. 

Second reading moved immediately if bill circulated 
218 ➔lf ➔!f ➔!� ➔l� 

Amendment to second reading 
219 An amendment may be moved to the question "That the bill be now 

read a second time" by omitting "now" and adding "this day six months", which, 
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if carried, shaJI finaJly dispose of the bil l .  No amendment may be moved to this 
amendment. 

Amendments to be relevant-Exception 

220 No other amendment may be moved to such question except in the 
form of an amendment relevant to the bil l ,  which does not anticipate an 
amendment which may be moved during consideration in detai l  and does not 
propose the addition of words to the question : Provided that an amendment 
relating to public affairs may be moved to the question for the second reading of 
an Appropriation or Supply Bi ll , except an Appropriation or Supply B ill for 
expenditure that is not expenditure for the ordinary annual services of the 
Government. 

Proceedings following second reading 

Proceedings following second reading 

221 Immediately after the second reading: 

Message 

(a) a message recommending an appropriation in connection with the bil l 
may be announced; 

Reference to select committee 

(b) a motion "That thi s  bill be referred to a select committee" may be 
moved, and 

Instruction 

(c) an instruction of wh ich notice has been given may be moved. (see S.O.s 
299-302) 

Consideration in detail 

Consideration in detail unless-

222 After the second reading, or when proceeding under standing order 
22 1 ,  after those proceedings have been disposed of, the House or the Main 
Committee, as appropriate, shall forthwith consider the bil l in detai l  unless-

(a) the bi l l  has been referred to a select committee in accordance with 
standing order 22 1 , or 

(h) if the bill i s  being considered in the House, the House grants leave for 
the question "That this bi l l  be now read a third time" to be moved 
forthwith, or 

(c) if the bil l is being considered in the Main Committee, the Committee 
grants leave for the question "That this bill be reported to the House 
without amendment" to be put forthwith .  

Bi l l  reported by select committee 

223 When a bill has been referred to a select committee and reported, a 
time shall be fixed on a motion without notice of the Member in charge of the 
bil l for the consideration in detail of the bi l l  as reported. The motion shall specify 
whether the bill i s  to be considered by the House or the Main Committee. 
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Restriction on reference to select committee 
224 No motion for referring a bi ll to a select committee may be moved 

after considerati on in detai l  of the bill has been completed. 

Title and preamble stand postponed 
225 For considerati on in detail the ti tle and the preamble stand postponed 

wi thout question proposed, and the clauses shall be considered in their order, a 
question being proposed by the Chair on each clause "That the clause be agreed 
to". The words of enac tment at the head of the bil l  shall not be put to the House 
or the Main  Committee. 

Order in considering bill 
226 The following order shall be observed in considering a bill in detail: 

1. Clauses as printed and new clauses, in thei r numerical order. 
2. Schedules as printed and new schedules, in their numerical order. 
3. Postponed clauses (not having been specially postponed until after 

certain other clauses). 
4. Preamble. 
5. Titl e. 

Provided that-
(a) in considering an Appropriation or Supply Bill, any schedule 

expressing the serv i ces for which the appropriation is to be made shall 
be considered before the clauses and, unless the House otherwise 
orders, that schedule shall be considered by proposed expenditures in 
the order in which they are shown; 

(b) in considering a bill to impose taxation , any schedule shall be 
considered before the clauses; and 
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(c) in considering an amending bil l ,  the schedules shall be considered in 
their numerical order before the clauses. When such a schedule is 
considered, items within the schedule shall be considered in their 
numerical order. Consecutive items which amend the same section of 
an Act shall, unless the House otherwise orders, be considered together. 
For the purpose  of this paragraph an amending bi ll is one whose 
principal purpose is to amend an existing Act or Acts. 

In reconsidering any bill the order set out above shall be followed. 

Admissible amendments 
227 Any amendment may be moved to any pa.it of the bill , provided it is 

within the title or relevant to the subject matter of the bill, and is otherwise in 
conformity with the standing orders of the House. 

Relevancy of discussion 
228 The discussion shall be confined to the clause or amendment before 

the House or the Main Committee. 

Clause put as amended 
229 If a clause is amended, a further question shall be proposed, "That the 

clause, as amended, be agreed to". 

Clause may be postponed 
230 A clause, or a c l ause which has been amended, may be postponed. 

Amendment of title 
231 If any amendment has been made in the bill, necessitating an 

amendment of the title, the title shall be amended, and a question proposed, 
"That the title, as amended, be the title of the bill", and the amendment of the 
titl e shall be specially reported to the House if the bil l has been considered in the 
Main Committee. 

Motions need not be seconded 
232 Notwithstanding the provisions of standing orders 1 72 and 1 74, a 

moti on moved during consideration in detail, or during consideration of 
amendments to a bill made or requested by the Senate, need not be seconded. 

Amendment inadmissible if contrary to previous decision 
233 No amendment or new c lause or schedule sha l l  be at any time moved 

which is substantia l ly the same as one al ready negatived by the House or the 
Main Committee, or which is inconsistent with one that has been agreed to 
al ready by the House or the Main Committee, unless a reconsideration of the bill 
has intervened. 
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Report from Main Committee and adoption 
Bill ordered to be reported-Bill reported 

234 When a bil l refeITed to the Main Committee has been fully considered 
by it, the question shall be put forthwith and determined without amendment or 
debate, "That this bill be reported to  the House, without amendment" or "with 
(an) amendment(s)" ("and wi th (an) unresolved questi on(s)"), as appropriate. If 
this question is agreed to, the bill shall be reported to the House by the Speaker at 
a time when other business is not before the House. A copy of the bill certified 
by the Clerk of the Committee together with schedules of any amendments made 
by the Committee and any questions which the Committee was unable to resolve 
shall be transmitted to the Speaker for report to the House. 

Time for considering report 
235 If a bill is reported with amendments or w ith questions which the Main 

Committee had been unable to resolve, a future t ime shall be appointed for 
taking the report into consideration and the schedules of amendments or 
u nresolved questi ons shall i n  the meantime be printed: Provided that, if copies of 
the schedules have been circulated among Members, the report may be 
considered forthwith. 

Questions to be put 
236 On consideration of a report from the Main Committee on a bill wi th 

amendments or unresolv ed questions, separate questions shall be proposed on 
each of the unresolved questions which shall be open to debate or amendment. A 
single question shall then be  proposed, if necessary, "That the amendments made 
by the Main  Commi ttee be agreed to", no debate or amendment to this  questi on 
being allowed. No new amendments may be moved except as necessary as a 
consequence of the resolution by the House of any question on which the 
Committee had reported it could not agree. Finally, the question "That the bil l ( or 
the bill, as amended) be agreed to" shall be proposed, no debate or amendment 
being allowed. 

Bill reported without amendment or unresolved questions 
236A If a bill is reported from the Main Committee without amendment or 
unresolved questi ons the question shall be proposed, at once or at a t ime to be 
appointed, "That the bil l  be agreed to", no debate or amendment being allowed. 

Reconsideration 
Reconsideration 
236B At any t ime before the moving of the thi rd reading a bill, on motion 

without notice by any Member, may be reconsidered in detail, in whole or in 
part, by the House. 
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Third reading, passing, etc. 

Day fixed for third reading 
237 When a bill has been agreed to at the consideration in detail stage, the 

Speaker shall notify the House and a future day shall be fixed, on motion, for the 
third reading. 

Question for third reading 
238 On the order of the day being read for the third reading of a bill , on 

motion being made, the question shall be proposed "That this  bill be now read a 
third time". 

Amendment to third reading 
239 The only amendment which may be moved to such question is by 

omitting "now" and adding " this day 6 months", which, if carried, shall finally 
di spose of the bill. 

Bill passed 
240 After the third reading no further question shall be put, and the bill 

shall have passed the House. 

Verbal or formal amendments 
241 Amendments of a verbal or formal nature may be made, and clerical or 

typographical errors may be corrected, in any part of the bill by the Clerk acting 
with the authority of the Deputy Speaker. 

Certificate of bill having passed 
242 When a bill originated in the House has been passed, the Clerk shall 

certify at the top of the first page "This bil l  originated i n  the House of 
Representatives; and, having this day passed, is now ready for presentation to  the 
Senate for its concurrence". 

Transmission to Senate 

Bill sent to Senate 
243 After a passed bill has been certified by the Clerk, it shall be sent to the 

Senate with a message desiring the concurrence of that House. 

Senate's amendments on bills originated in the House 

Amendments by Senate 
244 When a bill is returned from the Senate with amendments, the 

amendments shall be printed, unless the House otherwise orders, and a time 
fixed  for taking the same into consideration. 

How disposed of 
245 The amendments made by the Senate shal l  be agreed to ei ther with or 

without amendments; or disagreed to; or the consideration thereof postponed; or 
the bill ordered  to be laid aside. 
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Relevancy of amendment to Senate amendment 
246 No amendme nt may be moved to an amendment of the Senate that i s  

not re levant the reto; nor may an amendment be moved to the bill unless the same 
be relevant to, or consequen t upon , e ither the acceptance or the rejection of an 
amendment of the Senate. 

Further proceeding after consideration of Senate amendments 
247 When amendments made by the S enate, in bi lls which have first 

passed the House, have been agreed to by the House without amendments, a 
message shal l be  sent i nforming the S enate thereof; and if they have been agreed 
to wi th amendments, the bill shall be returned with a schedule of such 
amendments, in a message des iring the concurrence of the Senate there in; and i f  
they have been disagreed to, the bi ll may be agai n sent to the Senate, wi th a 
message desiri ng its reconsiderat ion. 

Reasons for disagreeing 
248 When the House disagrees to any amendments of the Senate to a bi l l ,  

the Member who moved the motion-That the amendment(s) be disag reed to-­
shall present to the House wri tten reasons for the House not agreeing to the 
amendments proposed by the Senate .  A message returning the bi l l  to the Senate 
shall contai n any such reasons. 

Form of schedule of amendments to Senate amendments 
249 When amendments have been made by the House on the amendmen ts 

of the Senate, a schedule of such amendments shal l be prepared, contain ing 
reference to each amendment of the Senate which has been amended by the 
House; and thi s  schedule shall accompany the bil l ,  and be certified by the Clerk . 

Disagreement-further proceedings 
250 If the S enate returns the bill with a message i nforming the House that 

it-
I. Insists on the origi nal amendments to which the House has disagreed; 

or 
II. Di sagrees to amendments made by the House on the orig inal 

amendments of the Senate; or 
III. Agrees to amendments made by the House on the original amendmen ts 

of the S enate, with  further amendments: 
the House may, as to I.-

Agree, with or without amendment, to the ame ndments to which it had 
previously d isagreed, and make, i f  necessary, consequent ial amendments to 
the bill ;  or i nsist on its disagreemen t to such amendmen ts and make, if 
necessary, amendments relevant to the rejection of the amendments of the 
Sen ate; 
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and may, as to II.-
Withdraw its amendments and agree to the original amendments of the 
Senate; or make further amendments to the bill consequent upon the 
rejection of its amendments; or make new amendments as alternative to the 
amendments to which the Senate has disagreed; or insist on its amendments 
to which the Senate has disagreed; 

and may, as to ill.-
Agree, with or without amendment, to such further amendments of the 
Senate, making consequential amendments to the bill, if necessary; or 
disagree thereto and insist on its own amendments which the Senate has 
amended; 

and in all such cases, if agreement be not thereby arrived at, the House may 
return the bill to the Senate, or order the bill to be laid aside, or request a 
conference. If the bill be again returned by the Senate with any of the 
requirements of the House still disagreed to, the House shall fix a time for the 
consideration of the message and, on its consideration, shall order the bill to be 
laid aside or request a conference. 

Final agreement-message sent 

251 When the requirements of the Senate in the bill have been finally 
agreed to, a message shall be sent informing the Senate thereof. 

Clerk to certify at every stage of the bill 

252 In whatever way the House disposes of a bill returned with 
amendments by the Senate, as hereinbefore described, the Clerk shall, at every 
stage, certify accordingly on the bill. 

Bills originated in the Senate 

Bills coming first time from the Senate 

253 A bill coming to the House the first time from the Senate shall, to the 
necessary extent, be proceeded with as if it were a bill originating in the House. 

Certificate when returned to the Senate 

254 When any such bill has been passed by the House, with or without 
amendment, it shall be returned to the Senate by message, with the Clerk's 
certificate that "This bill has been agreed to by the House without amendment," 
or, "with the amendments indicated by the annexed schedule," as the case may 
require; and the concurrence of the Senate in such amendments shall be desired. 

Form of schedule of House amendments 

255 When any amendments have been made by the House to a bill which 
has been first passed by the Senate, a schedule of such amendments shall be 
prepared, containing reference to the clause, page, and line of the bill, and 
amendments made; and this schedule shall accompany the bill, and be certified 
by the Clerk. 

Senate amendments to House amendments 

256 If the Senate returns such bill with any of the amendments made by the 
House disagreed to, or further amendments made thereon, together with reasons 
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for its disagreeing to any such amendments proposed by the House, a time shall 
be fixed for taking the Senate message into consideration and, unless the House 
otherwise orders, any schedule accompanying the message shal l be printed. 

Disagreement-further proceedings 

257 In cases where the Senate-
!. Disagrees to amendments made by the House, or 
II. Agrees to amendments made by the House with amendments; 

the House may, as to I.-
Insist, or not insi st, on its amendments; or make further amendments to the 
bill consequent upon the rejection of its amendments; or make new 
amendments as alternative to the amendmen ts to which the Senate has 
di sagreed ; or order the bill to be laid aside; 

and may, as to II.-
Agree to the Senate 's amendments on its own amendments , with or without 
amendment, making consequential amendments to the bil l  if necessary; or 
disagree thereto and insi st on its own amendments which the Senate has 
amended; or order the bi l l  to be laid aside ; 

and, unless the bil l  be laid as ide, a message shall be sent to the Senate to s uch 
effect as the House has de termined. 

On any further return of the bi l l from the Senate with any of the requirements 
of the House stil l disagreed to , the House may order the bi l l to be laid as ide . 

Reasons for disagreeing to further Senate amendments 

258 When the House disagrees to any amendments made by the Senate to 
the amendments of the House ,  the Member who moved the motion- That the 
amendment(s) be disagreed to---shall present to the House written reasons for 
the House not agreeing to the amendments made by the Senate . A message 
r eturning the bi l l  to the Senate shall contain any such reasons .  

Form of schedule of House amendments to Senate amendments 

259 When any fu rther amendments have been made by the House on the 

Senate 's amendments on the original amendments of the House to a bi l l which 
has been first passed by the Senate, a schedule of such ft'.nther amendments shal l 

be prepared, containing ref erence to each amendment of the Senate which has 
been amended by the House ,  and the further amendment made ; and th i s  schedule 

shall accompany the bill ,  and be certified by the Clerk. 

Clerk to certify at every stage of bill 

260 In whatever way the House disposes of a bi l l  returned by the Senate 
after having been amended by the House, the Cl erk shall, at every stage, certify 
accordingly on the first page of the bil l .  

Inadmissible amendments 

261 No amendment may be moved to any words of the bill which, having 
received the concurrence of the Senate, have not been the subject of, or 
immediately affected by, some previous amendment, unless such proposed 
amendment be consequent upon an amendment already agreed to or made by the 
House. 
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Bills which the Senate may not amend 

Message from Senate requesting amendments 
262 Whenever the Senate returns to the House any bill which the Senate 

may not amend, reques ting, by message, the omiss ion or amendment of any 
items or prov isions therein, the House shall thereupon, or at a later time to be 
fixed, consider the requested amendments, and the subsequent proceedings shall 
be as follows: 

(a) The House may make any of such omissions or amendments, with or 
without modifications. 

(b) The omissi ons or amendments (if any) as agreed to by the House shall 
be made by the Clerk in the bill, which shall be returned to the Senate 
w ith a message, staring the manner in which the omissions or 
amendments requested by the Senate hav e been dealt with by the 
House, and desiring the concurrence of the Senate in the bill. 

Bills altering the Constitution 

Bills altering Constitution, absolute majority for third reading 
263 Whenever the third reading of a bill by which an alteration of the 

Constitution is proposed to be made has not been carried by an absolute majority 
of the House, the bill shall be forthwith laid aside and shall not be rev ived during 
the same sess ion. 

Lapsed bills 

Resumption of proceedings on lapsed bills 
264 Any bil l which lapses by reason of a prorogation before it has reached 

its final stage may be proceeded with in the nex t  ensuing session at the stage it 
had reached i n  the p receding session, if a periodical election for the Senate or a 
general election has not taken place between such two sessions, under the 
following conditions : 

(a) If the bill be in the possession of the H ouse in which it originated, not 
hav ing been sent to the other House, or, if sent, then returned by 
message, it may be proceeded w ith by resolution of the House in which 
it is, restoring it to the Notice Paper. 

(b) If the bill be in the possession of the H ouse in which i t  d id not 
originate, it may be proceeded with by resolution of the H ouse in which 
it is, restoring it to the Notice Paper, bu t such resol ution shall not be 
passed unless a message has been received from the House in which i t  
originated, requesting that its consideration may be resumed. 

Proceedings on restored bills 

Any bi ll so res tored to the Notice Paper shall be proceeded w ith in both 
Houses, as if its passage had not been interrupted by a prorogation, and, if finally 
passed, be presented to the Governor-General for Her Maj esty 's assent. 
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Bills not restored 

Should the motion for restorat ion to the Notice Paper be not agreed to by the 
House in which the bill originated, the bill may be re-introduced and proceeded 
with in the ordinary manner. 

Presentation for assent 
Bills finally passed, certified and presented to the Governor-General 

265 Every bill originated in the House of Representatives which has final ly 
passed both Houses, shall be presented by the Speaker to the Governor-General 
for Her Majesty 's assent, having been first certified by the signature of the Clerk 
as having originated in the House , and as having finally passed both Houses. 

Amendments proposed by the Governor-General 
Amendments proposed by Governor-General 

266 Whenever the Governor-General returns any bill presented for assent, 
and transmits therewith any amendment which he or she may recommend, such 
amendment shal l  be considered and dealt with in the same manner as 
amendments proposed by the Senate. 

Such amendments, if agreed to, to be forwarded to Senate 
267 When the House has agreed to any amendment proposed by the 

Governor-General with or without amendment, such amendment, together with 
any alterations rendered necessary to be made in the bill in consequence of such 
amendment, shall be forwarded to the Senate for its concurrence; and any 
amendment made by the Senate thereto shall be deal t with in the same manner as 
amendments made by the Senate in bil l s  originated in the House. 

Consideration of such amendments received through Senate 
268 Amendments recommended by the Governor-General in bil ls 

originated in  the Senate which have been agreed to by the Senate and forwarded 
for the concurrence of the House , shall be proceeded with in the same manner as 
amendments made by the Senate on the House's amendments to bil l s  first 
received from the Senate. 
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Presentation of bill to Governor-General 

269 When amendments recommended by the Governor-General in any bill 
originated in the House have been agreed to by both Houses, with or without 
amendment, the bill shall be fair printed and presented by the Speaker to the 
Governor-General, having been certified as in the manner provided in standing 
order 265; but if any such amendments be disagreed to by the House, or if no 
agreement between the two Houses be arrived at thereon prior to the last day of 
the session, the Speaker shall again present to the Governor-General for Her 
Majesty's assent the bill in the form as first presented by the Speaker for that 
purpose. 

CHAPTER XVII 

MAIN COMMITTEE 

Appointment of Main Committee 

270 A Main Committee is established to which: 
(a) bills may be referred for consideration; and
(b) orders of the day for the resumption of debate on: (i) motions

moved in connection with committee and delegation reports; and
(ii) motions to take note of papers, may be referred for debate.

All remaining proceedings on such bills as are referred to it, to the completion 
of consideration in detail, shall be conducted in the Main Committee: 

Provided that a bill or other order of the day may be returned to the House for 
consideration at any time during its consideration in the Main Committee by 
agreement to a motion which may be moved without notice by any Member (no 
seconder required) "That further proceedings be conducted in the House" which 
motion shall be determined without amendment or debate. If the Committee is 
unable to resolve this question the bill or order of the day shall be returned to the 
House. The House shall continue consideration at the point which had been 
reached in the Committee and shall resolve any other matters which the 
Committee reports in relation to the bill or order of the day: 

Provided further that the House may at any time require a bill or other order 
of the day to be returned to the House for further consideration, on motion 
without notice by any Member. Any matter so returned shall be set down for 
consideration at a later hour that day. 

Membership of Committee 

271 All Members shall be members of the Main Committee. 

Quorum of Committee 

272 The quorum of the Main Committee shall be three Members 
comprising the occupant of the Chair and one government Member and one non­
government Member. 
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Deputy Speaker fixes meeting times, takes Chair 
273 Subject to standing order 274,  the Deputy Speaker shall fix the 

meeting t imes of the Main Committee which shall be notified to all Members 
and shall take the Chair of the Committee. 

Sittings and adjournment 
274 The Main Committe e  may meet at any time d uring a s itt ing of th e 

House and the following provisions shall apply: 
(a) the Committee need not adjourn between items of business; 
(b) proceedings in  the Committee shall be suspended by the Chai r to 

enable Members to attend any division in the House; 
(c) a si t ti ng of the Committee may be adjourned on motion moved by any 

Member without noti c e; 
(d) upon the adjournment of the House the Chair shall interrupt the 

business before the Committee and forthwith adjourn the Committee; 
and 

(e) the Committee shall stand adjourned upon completion of consideration 
of all matters referred to it by the House: Provided that, on a Thursday, 
if the Main Committee is sitting at 12.30 p.m., or on the earlier 
completion of all matters referred to i t ,  the Chair shall  propose the 
question-That the Committee do now adjourn. 

Adjournment debates 
274A The questi on-That the Committee do now adjourn-shall be open to 
debate which must, except prior to 1 .30 p.m. on a Thursday, be relevant to the 
question: 

Prov i ded that: 
(a) if, on the question-That the Committee do now adjourn-being 

proposed, a Member requires the question to be put forthwith without 
debate, the Chair shall forthwith put the question; 

(b) if proceedings are interrupted , any business under discussion and not 
disposed of at the t ime of the ad journment shall be set down on the 
Not ice Paper for the next sitting; and 

(c) if the question-That the Commi t tee do now adjourn-is negat ived, the 
Committee shall resume the proceedings at the point at which they had 
been i nterrupted : 

Provided further that, after the d ebate on the question-That the Committee 
do now adjourn-has continued for 30 minutes or until 1 .30 p.m., wh ichever 
first occurs, the Chair shall interrupt the debate, at which time-

(d) a Minister may require that the debate be extended for 1 0  minutes to 
enable Ministers to speak in reply to matters raised in the preceding 
adjournment debate; on the expiry of I O  minutes, or upon the earlier 
cessation of the debate, the Chair shall forthwith adjourn the 
Committee; or 

(e) if no act ion is taken by a Minister under paragraph (d) the Chair shal l 
forthwith adjourn the Committee. 

No amendment may be moved to the question-That the Committee do now 
adjoum--on any day. 
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Committee to consider only matters ref erred 
275 The Main Committee shall consider only such matte rs as have been 

referred to it by the H ouse. 

Statements by Members 
275A Notwithstanding standing order 275 , when the Main Committee meets 

before 1 0  a.m. the Chair shall first c all statements by Members. A Member, othe r 
than a Minister, may be called by the Chair to make a statement for a per iod not 
exceeding 3 minutes. The period for Members' statements may cont inue for a 
maximum of 18 minutes or until I O  a.m. whichever is the earlier. For the 
purpose of th is standing order a Ministe r does  not include a Parliamentary 
Sec retary. 

How questions decided-Division not possible 
276 Every questi on in the Committee shall be dec ided on the voices and if 

any Member dissents from the result announced by the Chair, the question shall 
be recorded in the minutes as unresolved. Any unresolved question shall be 
reported to the House and included in a schedule attached to the report of the 
Committee to the House on the bill or order of the day. 

Prov ided that, if the question-That the Committee do now adj ourn-is 
unresolved, it shall be deemed to have been resolved in the affirmative. 

Committee may continue regardless of unresolved questions 
277 The Main Committe e may continue proceedings on a bill regardless of 

unresolved questions unless agreement to an unresolved question is necessary to 
e nable further questions to be considered in which case the Committee shall 
return the bill to the H ouse for further consideration. 

Contradictory motions 
278 A motion contradictory of a prev ious dec ision of the Main Committee 

in rel ation to the same matte r shall not be entertained. 

Minutes to be recorded by Clerk of Committee 
279 All proceedings of the Main Committee shall be recorded by the Cle rk 

of the Committee and such records shall consti tute the Minutes of Proceedings of 
the Committee and shall form part of the Votes and Proceedings of the House for 
that sitting. 

Rules for proceedings and order in debate 
280 Except as prov ided by these standing orders, the same rules relating to 

the proceedings on bills and for regulating the conduct of busine ss s hall be 
obse rved in the Main Committee as in the H ouse itse lf, the Chair being invested 
with the same authority as the Speake r for the preservation of order; but d isorder 
in the Committee may be censured by the House only on receiv ing a report. 

Report to House from Main Committee 
280A Any matte r to be reported to the House from the Main Committee sh all 

be certified by the Cle rk of the Committee and transmitted to the Speaker for 
report to the House when othe r business is not before the House. Except as 
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otherwise provi ded, any matter s o  reported s hal l be s et down for considerati on at 
a later hour that day. 

Objection to ruling of Chair 
281 ➔iE- ➔iE- ➔if ➔!� 

Chair to suspend sitting when disorder arises 
282 If any sudden disorder aris es i n  the Main Commi ttee the Chair  may, or 

on motion wi thout notice by any Member s hall , forthwith suspend the si tt ing and 
shall report the disorder to the House. 

Speaker resumes Chair when time for conference etc. 
283 ➔!E- ➔lE- ➔lE- ➔!E-

Want of quorum in division 
284 ➔iE- -3!E- ➔if ➔!E-

Chair to suspend proceedings when quorum not present 
285 If at any time the Chair takes note that a q uorum is not present he or 

she s hall immediately susp end  proceedings until a s tated time or adj ourn the 
Commi ttee to the day of the nex t s itting of the House. 

Resumption of proceedi ngs after suspension or adjournment 
286 The Main Committee may resume proceedings at the point at which 

they were interrupted following any suspension or adjournment of the 
Committee. 

Motion to report progress 
287 ➔:E- ➔iE- ➔:E- ➔:E-

Report when all matters considered 
288 ➔iE- ➔!E- ➔lE- ➔:E-

Motion that Chairman leave the Chair 
289 ➔!E- ➔!E- ➔lE- ➔:E-

Resolutions of committee 
290 ➔lE- ➔lE- ➔:E- ➔:E-

CHAPTER XVIII 

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

Supply and Appropriation Bills and taxation proposals submitted by 
Minister without notice 

291 An Appropriation or Supply B i l l  or a bill or proposal deali ng wi th 
taxation may be submi tted to the House by a Mini s ter wi thout notice. 

No appropriation proposal unless recommended by Governor­

General 
292 No proposal for the appropriation of any public moneys shall_ be made 

unl ess the purpose of the appropriati on has in the same session been 
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recommended to the House by message of the Governor-General, but a bill, 
except an Appropriation or Supply Bill, which requires the Governor-General's 
recommendation may be brought in by a Minister and proceeded with before the 
message is announced. No amendment of such proposal shall be moved which 
would increase, or extend the objects and purposes or alter the destination of, the 
appropriation so recommended unless a further message is received. 

Taxation proposals to be initiated only by a Minister 

293 A proposal for the imposition, or for the increase, or alleviation, of a 
tax or duty, or for the alteration of the incidence of such a charge, shall not be 
made except by a Minister. No Member, other than a Minister, may move an 
amendment to increase, or extend the incidence of, the charge defined in that 
proposal unless the charge so increased or the incidence of the charge so 
extended shall not exceed that already existing by virtue of any Act of the 
Parliament. 

CHAPTER XIX 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

Message announced by Speaker or Chair 

294 A message from the Governor-General shall be announced to the 
House or the Main Committee by the Speaker or the Chair, as the case may be, 
but not during a debate, or so as to interrupt a Member speaking. 

When announced for bill 

295 Subject to the provisions of standing orders 296, 297 and 298, a 
message from the Governor-General recommending an appropriation of revenue 
or moneys for the purposes of a bill shall be announced before the bill to which it 
relates is brought in. 
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When announced if bill precedes message pursuant to S.O. 292 
296 A message from the Governor-General recommending an 

appropriation of revenue or moneys for the pu rposes of a bill which, in 
acc ordance wi th the provis ions of s tandi ng o rder 292, is brought in by a Minis ter 
be fore a message is announced, shall be announced afte r  the bill has been read a 
s eco nd time. 

When announced for amendment 
297 Any message from the Governor-General recommending an 

appropri ation of revenue or moneys for the purposes of an amendment to be 
moved to a bil l s hall be announced before the amendment i s  moved. 

When announced for Senate amendments or requests 
298 Any message from the Governor-General recommending an 

appropriation  of revenue or moneys for the purposes of or in relation to an 
ame ndment made or requested by the Senate in a bil l whi ch orig inated in the 
House shall be announced before that amendment or  reques ted amendment, as 
the case may be, is considered. 

CHAPTER XX 

INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMITTEES 

Effects of an instruction 
299 An instruction empowers a commi ttee to consider matte rs not 

o therwise referred to it. 

What instructions may be moved 
300 No i ns truction can be given to a commi ttee to do that whi ch 1 t  1s 

al re ady  empowered to do, or, i n  the case o f  a bi ll referred to a se lec t committee, 
to deal wi th a ques tion beyond the scope of  the bill as read a second ti me. 

When instructions may be moved 
301 An instruc tion to the Main Committee in re lation to a bi l l  requires 

notice, and can only be moved before the Commi ttee has met to cons ider the bill. 

Instruction to committee 
302 An i ns truction to a commi ttee ex tending or res tric ting the orde r  of 

reference may be moved, after notice, on any day prior to the report of  the 
c ommi ttee. 

CHAPTER XXI 

DISORDER 

Disorder by Member 
303 If any Member has-

(a) pers is tently and wilfu lly obstructed  the business of the House; or 
(b)  been guilty of disorderly conduct; or 
(c)  used objectionable words, which he or she has refused to wi thdraw; or  
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(d) persistently and wilfully refused to conform to any standing or
sessional order; or

(e) persistently and wilfully disregarded the authority of the Chair-

the Member may be named by the Speaker. 

Proceedings following naming 

304 Following the naming of a Member, the Speaker shall forthwith put the 
question, on a motion being made, no amendment, adjournment, or debate being 
allowed, "That the Member be suspended from the service of the House". 

Speaker may order disorderly Member to withdraw 

304A If the Speaker considers the conduct of a Member is disorderly, the 
Speaker, instead of calling on the provisions of standing order 303 or 306, may 
order the Member to withdraw from the House for one hour, which order shall 
not be open to debate or dissent. 

If a Member fails to leave the Chamber immediately when ordered to do so 
by the Speaker, the Speaker may name the Member and shall forthwith put the 
question, on a motion being moved, no amendment, adjournment or debate being 
allowed, "That the Member be suspended from the service of the House". 

Period of suspension 

305 If any Member is named and suspended under standing order 304 or 
304A, the period of suspension on the first occasion shall be for 24 hours; on the 
second occasion during the same calendar year for three consecutive sittings 
excluding the day of suspension; and on the third or any subsequent occasion 
during the same calendar year for seven consecutive sittings excluding the day of 
suspension. For the purposes of this standing order, any suspension in a previous 
session or any order to withdraw pursuant to standing order 304A shall be 
disregarded. 

Speaker may order grossly disorderly Member to withdraw 

306 When the conduct of a Member is of such a grossly disorderly nature 
that the procedure provided in standing order 304 or 304A would be inadequate 
to ensure the urgent protection of the dignity of the House, the Speaker shall 
order the Member to withdraw immediately from the Chamber and the Serjeant­
at-Arms shall act on any orders received from the Chair in pursuance of this 
standing order. When the Member has withdrawn, he or she shall forthwith be 
named by the Speaker and the proceedings shall then be as provided in standing 
orders 304 and 305, except that the question for the suspension of the Member 
shall be put by the Speaker without a motion being necessary. 

If the question for the suspension of the Member is resolved in the negative, 
he or she may forthwith return to the Chamber. 

Member suspended excluded from Chamber and room where Main 
Committee is meeting 

307 A Member who has been suspended from the service of the House or 
ordered by the Speaker to withdraw from the House for one hour shall be 
excluded from the Chamber, all its galleries and any room where the Main 
Committee is meeting. 
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Speaker may adjourn House or suspend sitting in case of grave 
disorder 

308 In the case of grave di sorder arisi ng i n  the House, the Speaker may 
suspend the si tti ng for a time to be specifi ed, or adj ourn the House without any 
questi on bei ng put. 

Members ordered to attend 
309 A Member who wi lfully di sobeys any order of the House may be 

ordered wi thout noti ce to attend to answer for hi s or her conduct. 

Removal of strangers from House, Main Committee or gallery 
310 The Serj eant-at-Arms shall remove any stranger who causes a 

di sturbance i n  any part of the Chamber or the room i n  which the Main 
Commi ttee i s  meeti ng or any gallery of those places, or who does not wi thdraw 
when strangers are di rected to wi thdraw, whi le the House or the Mai n 
Commi ttee i s  si tting. 

Arrest of Member or stranger to be reported 
311  When any Member or other person has been taken i nto the custody of 

the Serj eant-at-Arms, such arrest shall be reported to the House by the Spe ake r 
wi thout delay. 

CHAPTER XX.II 

STRANGERS 

Admission of Senators and strangers 
312 Only the Speaker shall have the pri vilege of admi tti ng strangers i nto 

the lower galleri es, but Senators s hall have the pri vi lege of admissi on i nto the 
Senators' gallery without orders. Whi le i n  the Senators' gallery Senators shall 
observe i nstructi ons concerni ng order i ssued by the Chai r. The Speaker may 
admit di sti nguished strangers to a seat on the fl oor of the House. 

Strangers admitted by Members 
313 ➔t� ➔if ➔if ➔lf 
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Withdrawal of strangers 
314 If at any sitti ng of the House, or the Mai n Commi ttee, any Member 

takes notice that s trangers are p resent ,  the Speaker or the Chair, as the case may 
be, shall forthwi th put the questi on "That strangers be ordered to withdraw", 
whi ch sha ll be decided wi thout debate: Provi ded that the Speaker or the Chai r 
may, whenever he or she thi nks fi t, order th e withdrawal of strangers from any 
part of the Chamber or the room in  whi ch the Mai n  Commi ttee i s  meet ing. 

No stranger admitted into Chamber or Main Committee 
315 Whi le the House o r  the Mai n Committee i s  sitti ng, no Member may 

bring any s tranger into any part of the Chamber or that part of the room where 
the Mai n  Commi ttee is meeti ng which i s  reserve d for Members. 

CHAPTER :XXID 

PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS 

Papers ordered 
316 Papers may be ordered to be lai d before the House, and the Clerk shall 

communicate to the Minister c oncerned all orders for papers made by the House; 
and such papers when recei ved shal l be lai d o n  the Table by the Clerk. 

Addresses for papers involving prerogative 
317 When the Royal Prerogati ve is c oncerned in any paper, an address 

shall be pre sented to the Governor-General pra ying that such paper may be lai d 
before the House. 

Form of such addresses 
318 Moti ons for the producti on  of despatches, or other con-espondence 

addressed to  the Governor-General, or for any i nformati on emanati ng from the 
G overnor-General, s hall be i n  the form-"That an address be presented to His or 
H er Excell ency", to that effect. 

Papers presented 
319 Other papers may be presented by the S peaker, or pursuant to statute, 

or by command of the Governor-General or by an Assi stant Mini ster. Papers 
may be presented i n  the House, or may i nstead be deli vered to the Clerk who 
shall cause them t o  be recorded i n  the Votes and Proceedi ngs. Papers so 
delive red to the Clerk s hal l  be deemed to have been pre sented to the House on 
the day on which they a re recorded i n  the Votes and Proceedings. 

Papers authorised for publication 
320 The publi cati on of all papers and documents presented t o  the House i s  

authorised by thi s standi ng order. 
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Quoting documents 
321 A document relating to public affairs quoted from by a Minis ter or an 

Ass is tant Minis ter, unless s tated to be of a confidential nature or such as s hould 
more properly be obtained by address , shall , i f  required by any Member , be laid 
on the Table. 

Motions to print or take note 
322 On any paper being presented to the House as prov ided in this chapter, 

a Minister or an Assistant Minister may move without notice either or both of the 
following motions : I .  T hat the paper be printed; 2. That the House take note of 
the paper: 

Provided that, at the conclus ion of the period for presentation of papers in the 
routine of bus iness under s tanding order 1 0 1  on each s itting day, one motion may 
be moved that the House  take note of certain papers presented that day , and the 
resumption of the debate on the motion to take note of each of the papers s hall be 
made a separate order of the day on the Notice Paper: 

Prov ided further that, if any of the motions contained in this s tanding order is 
not moved by a Minister at the time of the presentation of the paper or papers , a 
motion for printing or tak ing note of a specific  paper may be moved, on notice , 
on a subsequent day. 

CHAPTER XXIV 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Appointment 
323 S tanding committees s hall be appoin ted at the commencement of each 

Parliament in accordance with the prov is ions of s tanding orders 324 to 33 1. 

General purpose standing committees 
324 (a) The following general purpose s tandi ng committees shall be 

appointed: 
( i) S tanding Committee on Aborig inal and Torres Strait Is lander Affairs; 
( ii) S tanding Committee on Communications , Transport and the Arts; 
(i ii) S tanding Committee on Economics , Finance and Public 

Administration; 
( iv) S tanding Committee on Employment, Education and Workplace 

Relations ; 
( v) S tanding Committee on Env ironmen t and Heri tage ; 
( vi) S tanding Committee on Family and Community Affairs; 
( vii) S tanding Committee on Industry ,  Science and Resources; 
(v iii) S tanding Commit tee on Legal and Constitutional Affairs; and 
( ix) S tanding Committee on Primary I ndus tries and Reg ional S erv ices. 

(b) A standing committee appointed pursuant to paragraph (a) shall be 
empowered to i nquire into and report on any matter referred to it by e ither the 
House or a Minis ter , including any pre- leg is lation proposal, bill, motion, petition, 
vote or expenditure, other financia l  matter, report or paper. 
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Annual reports of government departments and authori ties and reports of the 
Auditor-General tabled in the House shall stand referred to the relevant 
committee for any inquiry the committee may wish to make. Reports shal l stand 
referred to committees in accordance with a schedule  tabled by the Speaker to 
record the areas of responsibil ity of each committee: 

Provided that: 
( i) any question concerning responsibil ity for a report or a part of a report 

shal l be d etermined by the Speaker; 
( ii) the period during which an inquiry concerning an annual report may be 

commenced by a committee shal l end on the day on which the next 
annual report of that department or authority is presented to the House; 
and 

( iii) if a committee intends to inquire into al l or part of a report of the 
Auditor-General ,  it shall notify the Joi nt Committee of Public Accounts 
and Audit, in writing, of its intention. 

(c) Each committee appointed under subparagraphs (a)(i) to (viii) shall 
consist of 1 0  members, six government and four non-government members. A 
committee appointed under subparagraph (a)(ix) shal l c onsist of 1 2  members, 
seven government and five non-government members. Each committee may be 
supplemented with up to two members for a particular inquiry: provided that a 
maximum of one government and one non-government member may be 
appointed as supplementary members. 

Committee of Privileges 
325 (a) A Committee of Privileges shall be appointed to inquire into 

and report on complaints of breach of privilege or contempt which may be 
referred to it by the House under standing order 95 or by the Speaker under 
standing order 97 A or any other matter referred to it pursuant to a resolution of 
the House. 

(b) The committee shal l consist of the Leader of the House or his or her 
nominee, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition or his or her nominee and nine 
other Members. 

Library Committee 
326 (a) A Library Committee shal l be appointed to consider any matter 

relating to the provision of l ibrary services to Members referred to it by the 
House or by the Speaker. 

(b) The committee shal l consist of the Speaker and six other Members. 

House Committee 
327 (a) A House Committee shal l be appointed to consider any matter 

relating to the provision of facil ities in Parl iament House referred to i t  by the 
House or by the Speaker. 

(b) The committee shal l consist of the Speaker and six other Members. 

Publications Committee 
328 (a) A Publ ications Committee shal l be appointed to consider al l 

documents presented to the House which have not been ordered to be printed by 
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either House of the Parliament. The committee shal l report from time to time in 
connection with documents presented to the House and may make 
recommendations as to what documents ought to be printed and whether wholly 
or in part. 

(h ) The committee shal l consist of seven Members. 
(c ) When conferring with a simi lar committee of the Senate the committee 

shal l have power to inquire into and report on the printing, publication and 
di stribution of parliamentary and government publ ications and on such matters 
as are referred to it by the relevan t Minister. 

Committee of Members ' Interests 
329 (a ) A Committee of Members ' In terests shal l be appointed-

(i ) to inquire into and report upon the arrangements made for the 
compilation, maintenance and accessibility of a Regi ster of Members ' 
Interests; 

(i i )  to consider any proposal s made by Members and others as to the form 
and content of the register; 

(ii i) to consi der any spec ific complaints made in relation to the registering 
or declaring of interests ; 

(iv ) to consider what changes to any code of conduct adopted by the 
House are necessary or desi rable; 

(v) to consider what classes of persons (if any) other than Members ought 
to be required to register and declare their interests; and 

(v i) to make recommendations upon these and any other matters which are 
relev ant. 

(h) The commi ttee shal l consi st of seven Members , four government 
Members and th ree non-government Members : Prov ided that, where the 
Opposition is composed of two parties , the committee shall consist of four 
government Members , two Members of the larger oppositi on party, and one 
Member of the smaller opposition party. 

(c ) The commi ttee shal l  have power to call for w itnesses and documents but 
shall not exercise that power, nor undertake an investigation of the private 
inte rests of any person, unless approved by not less than four members of the 
commi ttee other than the chair. 

(d) The committee shal l, as soon as practicable afte r 3 1  December in each 
year, prepare and present to the House a report on its operations during that year 
and shall also have power to report from time to time. 

Standing Committee on Procedure 
330 (a) A Standing Committee on Procedure shall be appointed to 

inquire into and report on the practices and procedures of the House generally 
w ith a view to making recommendations for thei r  improvement or change and 
for the development of new procedures. 

(h) The committee shall consist of seven Members, four government 
Members and three non-government Members. 

69 

1 - I ·,-

I I - 1 

I · , 

I -

.- --
' 

• I 

I ' 

I. 

r :. 

,. 

, . 
' 

· .. - . 

,-

. -' 

- 1 -

- • r 

r-



Selection Committee 
331 (a) A Selecti on Committee shall be appointed to arrange the 

timetable and order of bus iness for private Members ' bus iness and committee 
and delegati on reports on each sitting Monday pursuant to standing order 1 0 1. 

(b) The committee shall consist of the Deputy Speaker, the Chief 
Government Whip, the Chief Opposition Whip, the Third Party Whip, four 
government Members and three opposi tion or other non-government Members. 

(c) Pri vate Members ' business which i s  to be accorded priority, the order 
of cons ideration and the times allotted for debate on each item and the time 
limi ts allotted for each Member speaking shall be approved by a majority of the 
members present at a meeting of the committee and i n  accordance with general 
princ iples adopted by the House after report by the committee. 

(d) The Selection Committee may determine the order of precedence and 
times allotted for consideration of committee and delegation reports and private 
Members ' business and shall report its determinations to the House i n  sufficient 
time for i ts decis i ons to be published on the Notice Paper of the sitting Thursday 
prior to the Monday to whi ch the determinations apply. 

(e) Reports of the committee made pursuant to paragraph (d) shall be 
deemed adopted when presented and shall be printed in Hansard. 

(f) Five members of the committee shall consti tute a quorum of the 
committee. 

(g) For the purpose of private Members ' busi ness in  this and any other 
standing or sess ional order, a private Member i s  any Member of the House other 
than the Speaker or a Minister. 

CHAPTER XXV 

OPERATION OF COMMITTEES 

Application 
332 Except as provided in another s tanding or sessi onal order, or as 

otherwise ordered by the House, the provis ions in standing orders 333 to 354 
apply to all committees of the House. 
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Appointment of members 
333 Members shall be appointed to, or discharged from, a committee on 

moti on moved on notice. Provided that, during a peri od when the House is not 
si tting and i s  not expected to meet for a further period of at least two weeks, the 
Chief Government Whip or Whips, in  the case of a government member, or the 
Chief Opposition Whip or Whips, i n  the case of a non-government member, may 
nominate,  by wri ting to the Speaker, the appointment or discharge of a member 
of a c ommittee. The change in membership shall take effect from the time the 
Speaker receives the nomination from the relevant whip and the Speaker shall , at 
the next si tting, report the change to the House which shall resolve the 
membership of the commi ttee. 
For the purpose of consideration of a bill referred to a committee pursuant to 
standing order 2 1 7  A, one or more members of a committee may be replaced by 
other members by motion on notice. This  does not affect the provision for a 
general purpose standing committee to be supplemented by up to two members. 

Speaker and Deputy Speakers 
334 The Speaker, the Deputy Speaker or the Second Deputy Speaker shal l  

not be appointed to serve on a committee except with his or her consent or as 
specifi ed in a standing or sessional order. 

No Member to be on a committee if pecuniarily interested 
335 No Member may si t on a committee if he or she has any direct 

pecuniary i nterest in a matter which i s  the subject of an i nquiry before the 
committee. If the right of a Member to sit on a committee is challenged, the 
committee may report the matter to the House for resoluti on. 

Election of chair and deputy chair 
336 (a) A committee, before the commencement of business, shall elect 

a government member as i ts chair. The chair shall have only a casting vote. 
(b) A committee shall elect a deputy chair who shall act as chair of the 

committee at any time when the chair is not present at a meeting of the 
committee and at any time when the chair and deputy chair are not present at a 
meeting of the committee the members present shal l e l ec t  another member to act 
as chair at that meeting. 

Quorum 
337 (a) Three members of a commi ttee shal l constitute a quorum of that 

commi ttee. If at any time a quorum is not present, the chair shall suspend 
proceedings of the committee until a quorum is present or adjourn the 
committee. 

(b) If, after the lapse of 1 5  minutes from the time appointed for the 
meeting of a committee, a quorum is not present, the members present may 
retire, and their names shall be entered in the minutes. The secretary of the 
committee shall notify members of the next meeting. 
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Subcommittees 
338 (a) A commi ttee shall have powe r to appoi nt subcommi ttees consi sti ng 

of three or more of i ts members and to refer to any subcommittee any matter 
which the commi ttee i s  empowered to examine. 

(b) A commi ttee shall appoint the chair of each subcommi ttee who shall 
have a casti ng vo te only and at any ti me when the chair o f  a subcommi ttee i s  not 
present at a mee ti ng o f  the subcommi ttee the members o f  the subcommi ttee 
present shal l e lect another member of that subcommittee to act as chair at that 
meeti ng. 

(c) The quorum o f  a subcommi ttee shall be two members of that 
subcommi ttee. 

(d) Members o f  the commi ttee who are not members of a subcommi ttee 
may participate i n  the publi c  proceedi ngs o f  that subcommi ttee but shall not 
vote, move any moti o n  o r  be counted for the purpose o f  a quorum. 

Proceedings and sittings of committee 
339 (a) A commi ttee or any subcommi ttee may conduc t proceedi ngs 

usi ng any means approved by the House and i n  the foll owi ng manne r: 
( i )  i n  private meeting; 
( i i )  by heari ng wi tnesses, either in publi c or i n  pri vate; and 
(i i i )  in the form of another mee ting, discussion or i nspecti on  conducted in  

accordance wi th the practi ce o f  commi ttees of the House. 
(b) A commi ttee may resolve to conduct proceedings usi ng audi o v i sual or 

audio li nks with members o f  the commi ttee or wi tnesses not present i n  o ne place. 
If an audi o v isual or audio li nk is used c ommit tee members and wi tnesses must 
be able to speak to and hear e ach other at the same time regardless of locati on. 

(c) A commi ttee or any subcommittee may adj ourn from time to time , 
move from place to place and si t duri ng any si ttings or adj ournment of the 
House. 

Power to call for witnesses and documents 
340 (a) A commi ttee or any subcommittee shal l have the power to call 

wi tnesses and require that documents be produced. 
(b) The chair o f  a committee or subcommittee shall direct the secre tary of 

the commi ttee or subcommi ttee to  i nv ite or summon wi tnesses and request or 
require the producti o n  o f  documents, as de termi ned by the committee or 
subcommittee .  

Power to make use of records of previous committees 
341 A commi ttee or any subcommittee shall have power to consi der and 

make use of the evi dence and records of simi lar commi ttees appointed during  
prev i ous Parliaments. 

Conferring with Senate committees 
342 A committee shall have power to confer o rally or in wri ti ng wi th a 

simi lar committee of the Senate. 
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Records of proceedings and divisions 
343 (a) All proceedings of a committee or a subcommittee shall be 

recorded by the secretary of the committee. These records shall constitute the 
minutes of proceedings and shall be signed by the chair after confirmation by the 
committee or subcommittee. 

(b) Any documents presented to the committee or subcommittee shall be 
signed by the secretary. 

Admission of visitors 
344 When a commi ttee or subcommi ttee i s  exammmg a witness, or 

engaged in other proceedings for the purpose of gathe ring information, visitors 
may be admitted. They shal l withdraw if requested by the chair or if any member 
of the committee or subcommittee asks the chair to request their withdrawal. All 
visitors must withdraw when the committee or subcommittee is del iberating or 
tak ing evidence in camera. 

Admission of other Members 
345 Members of the House may be present when a committee or 

subcommittee is examining a witness, or engaged in other proceedings for the 
purpose of gathering information, but shall withdraw if the committee or 
subcommittee so resolves. They shall al ways withdraw when the committee or 
subcommittee is del iberating or taking evidence in camera. 

Publication of evidence and proceedings 
346 (a) A committee or subcommittee has power to authorise 

publicati on of any ev idence g iv en before it or any document presented to it. 
(b) The evidence taken by a committee or subcommittee and documents 

presented to it, and proceedings and reports of it, which have not been reported 
to the House, must not, unless authorised by the House or the committee or 
subcommittee, be discl osed or published to any person other than a member or 
offi cer  of the committee. 
Provided that a committee may resolve to: 

( i) publish press releases, discussi on or other papers or preliminary 
findings for the purpose of seeking further  input to an inquiry; 

( ii )  divulge any evidence, documents, proceedings or report on a 
confidential basis to any person or persons for comment for the purpose 
of assisting the committee in its inquiry or for any administrative 
purpose associated with the inquiry; or 

( iii) authorise any member or members of the committee to provide such 
publ ic briefi ngs on matters rel ated to an inquiry as the committee sees 
fit. The committee may impose restrictions on such authorisation and in 
any case a member so authorised must not discl ose ev idence or 
documen ts which have not been specifically authorised for publ ication. 

Power to report from time to time 
347 A committee shall have leave to report from time to time. 
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Chair to prepare report 
348 The chai r of a committee shall prepare a draft report and submit it to 

the committee. 

Consideration of draft report 

349 At a meeting convened for the purpose, the chair shall present his or 
her draft report to the committee. The report may be considered at once, 
provided copies have been circulated in advance to each member of the 
committee. The report shall be considered paragraph by paragraph, and 
appendixes shall be considered in order at the conclusion of consideration of the 
report i tself. 
A member objecting to any portion of the report shall vote against it or move an 
amendment at the time the particular paragraph or appendix is under 
consideration. 
If any member dissents from all or part of the report or wishes t o  attach a protest 
to a report, the member may add a protest or dissenting report to the main report. 

Alternative draft report 
350 If any member, other than the chair, submits a draft report to the 

committee, the committee shall first decide upon which report it will proceed. 

Reconsideration 
351 After the draft report has been considered, the whole or any paragraph 

may be reconsidered and amended. 

Chair to sign report 
352 Every report of a committee shall be signed by the chair. Any protest 

or dissenting report shall be signed by the member or members protesting or 
dissenting. 

Report and minutes presented 

353 The report of a committee, together with the minutes of the 
proceedings, shall be presented to the House by a member of the committee. 
Provided that, if the House is not sitting when a committee has completed a 
report of an inqui ry, the committee may send the report to the Speaker, or in  the 
absence or unavailability of the Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker. Upon receipt of 
the report by the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker: 

( i) the publication of the report is authorised by this standing order; and 
(ii) the Speaker or Deputy Speaker, as the case may be, is authorised to 

give directions for the printing and circul ation of the report. 
The report shal l be presented to the House in accordance with this standing order 
as soon as possible. 
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Consideration set down 
354 Upon the presentation of a report, the report may be orde red to be 

pr inted with or without the documents accompany ing it. Subject to any 
de te1m inations of the Selection Committee pursuant to standing order I 02B, its 
consideration may be set down for a subsequent s itt ing when a spec ifi c  motion 
without notice in connection with i t  may be moved. 

CHAPfER XXV A 

SELECT AND JOINT COMMITTEES 

Select committees 
Appointment 

355 The H ouse may appoint se lect committees by motion. 

Report from select committee 
356 On the appointment of a se lect committee, a day shall be fixed for the 

reporting of i ts proceedings to the Hou se, by whi ch day the report of the 
committee shall be presented by a member of the committee, unless the H ouse 
grants an ex tension of time. The report of the committee may be presented prior 
to the date fixed. 

Joint committees 
Proposal to appoint 

357 A proposal for a j oi nt committee of the House of Representative s  and 
the Senate agreed to by the House shall state the number of Members the House 
will appoint to serve on the committee and be forwarded to the Senate by 
message. 

Quorum of joint committee 
358 The House may fix the quorum of its Members required to constitute a 

sitting of a j oint committee. Subj ect to this a j oint committee shall fix  its own 
quorum. 

Appointment of Members 
359 On receipt of a message from the Senate agreeing to appoint a j oint 

committee in the same terms as agreed to by the House, the House will proceed 
to appoint the number of Members agreed upon to serve on the committee. 

Report of proceedings 
360 The proceedings of a j oint committee shall be reported to the H ouse by 

one of the Members i t  has appointed to serve on the committee . 
Provided that, if the H ou se is not sitting when a j oint committee has comple ted a 
report of an inqu iry, the committee may send the report to the Speaker, or i_n the 
absence or unavailability of t he Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker. U pon recei pt of 
the report by the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker: 

( i) the publication of the report is au thorised by this standing order; and 
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( i i) the Speaker or Deputy Speaker, as t he case may be, is authorised to 
g ive directions for the printing and circulation of the report. 

The report shal l  be presented to the House i n  accordance with this standing o rde r  
as soon as possible. 

Consideration of bills by House members of joint committees 
361 The House of Representatives members of a joint committee s hall be 

cons idered to be a committee for the purpose of  cons idering bills refe1Ted by the 
House under s tanding order  2 1 7  A and s hall operate u nder the provi sions 
apply ing to general purpose standing committees. 

CHAPTER XXVB 

WITNESSES BEFORE THE HOUSE OR A COMMITTEE 

Summoning of witnesses 
362 (a) Wi tnesses who are not Members may be o rdere d  to attend 

before the House by summons under the hand of  the Clerk of  the House, or  
before a committee, by summons under t he hand of the secre tary of  the 
committee. 

(b) If a wi tness fai ls or refuses to attend o r  to g ive evi dence, the House, on 
bei ng acquainted with the matter, shall deal with  it . 

Attendance of Member before the House or a committee 
363 (a) When  the attendance of a Member is ordered by the House for 

examination by the House, the Member shall be summoned by the Speaker to 
attend i n  his or  he r pl ace. 

(h) If a committee des ires the attendance of a Member as a witness, the 
chai r shal l, in writing, inv i te the Member to attend; but should the Member 
re fuse to come, o r  to g ive ev ide nce or information as a witness to the committee, 
the committee shall adv ise the House, and not again summon the Member to 
attend the committee. 

Charges against Members 
364 (a) No committee, except the Committee of Priv ileges and the 

Committee of Members ' Interests, shal l  inquire into, or make fi ndings in respect 
of, the conduct of any Member of the House, unless it is directed to do so by the 
House. 

(b) If any information comes before any commi ttee or any allegat ion is 
made to a committee, except the Committee o f  Priv ileges and the Committee of 
Members ' Interests, charging any Member, the committee shall inform the 
Member concerned of the de tails of the charge and give the Member an 
opportunity to make any s tatement to it bearing on the matte r. U nless the 
committee cons iders the matte r is wi thout substance, it shall report the matter to 
the House and shall not proceed furthe r on that information or allegation  without 
being directed by the House to do so. 
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Attendance of Senators or officers of the Senate 
365 When the attendance of a Senator, or any officer of the S enate, i s  

desi red by the House or any committee of the House, a message shall be sent to  
t he Senate to request that the Senate g ive  leave t o  the Senator or officer to attend 
for examinati on. 

Request by Senate for Member or officer to appear before the Senate 
or a Senate committee 

366 Should t he S enate request by message t he attendance of a Member of 
t he House before t he S enate or any of its committees, the House may forthwith 
authori se that Member to  attend, if the Member t hi nks  fit. The House, if simi larly 
requested by the Senate, may, if the House t hi nks fit , also instruct its own 
officers to at tend the S enate or any of its commi ttees. 

Witness entitled to protection 
367 All witnesses giving evi dence to t he House, or any of its committees, 

are entit led to the protecti on of the House in respect of anything that may be 
stated by them in  t hei r evi dence. 

Witness to be examined at the Bar of the House 
368 A witness before the House shall be examined at the Bar unless the 

House otherwise orders. 

Examination of witnesses 
368A (a) When a witness appears before the House the witness shall be 
exami ned by the Speaker, and any quest ions addressed by the Members are 
taken to  be put through t he Speaker. 

(b) During consi derat ion in detai l of a bi ll i n  the House, any Member may 
put quest ions di rectly to a witness. 

(c) A Member of the H ouse g iv ing ev i dence to  the House shall be 
examined in his or her p lace. 

(d) The examinati on of witnesses before a committee or a subcommittee 
shall be conducted accordi ng to  the mode of procedure ag reed on by the 
committee. 

Officers not to give evidence without leave 
368B An officer of the House, or other staff employed to record evi dence 
before t he House or any of its committees, may not g ive evi dence elsewhere in 
respect  of  any proc eedings or exami nati on of any wi tness without the leave of 
the H ouse. 

CHAPTER XXVI 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE HOUSES 

Modes of communication 
369 Communicati on with the S enate may be by message, by conference, or 

by committees conferri ng with  each other. 
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Messages to be signed by Speaker or Deputy Speaker 
370 Every message from the House to the Senate shal l be signed by the 

Speaker or the Deputy Speaker and delivered by the Serjeant-at-Arms. 

Motion to communicate resolution to Senate 
371 It shal l be in order at any time to move, without notice, that any 

resolution of the House be  communicated by message to the Senate. 

Receipt of messages from the Senate 
372 Every message from the Senate shal l be received, if the House is 

s i tting, at the Bar by a Clerk at the Table, and, if the House is not sitting, by the 
Clerk of the House, and shall be reported by the Speaker as early as convenient, 
and a time named for i ts consideration . 

CHAPTER XXVII 

CONFERENCES 

Conference requested by message 
373 Conferences desired by the House with the Senate shall in all cases be 

requested by message. 

Object of conference and number of managers to be stated 
374 In requesting any conference the message from the House shall state, 

in general terms, the obje ct for which the conference is desired and the number 
of managers proposed to serve thereon, which shall be not less than five. 

Motion for conference to contain names of managers 
375 Every moti on for requesting a conference shall contain the names of 

the Members proposed by the mover to be the managers for the House. 

During conference business suspended 
376 During any conference the business of the House shall be suspended. 

Limitation of right to request conference 
377 No conference shall be requested by the House upon the subject of any 

bil l or motion of which the Senate is at the time i n  possession. 

Managers to be equal in number 
378 The managers to represent the House in a conference requested by the 

Senate shal l consist of the same number of members as those of the Senate. 

House agreeing to conference to name time and place 
379 In respect of any conference requested by the Senate the time and 

place for holding the same shall be appointed by the House; and when the House 
requests a conference, it shall agree to its being hel d at such time and place as is 
appointed by the Senate, and such agreement shall be communicated by 
message. 
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If House agrees to conference, Senate managers to be received 
380 At all conferences requested by the Senate the managers for the House 

shall assemble at the time and place appointed, and receive the managers of the 
Senate. 

Communications at conferences to be in writing 
381 At all conferences the reasons or resolutions of the House, to be 

communicated by the managers , shall be in writing; and the managers shall not 
receive any such communication from the managers for the Senate unless the 
same be in writing. 

Proceedings at conferences 
382 At all conferences it shal l be the duty of the managers for the House to 

read the reasons or resolutions to be communicated by them, and to deliver the 
same to the managers for the Senate, or to hear and receive from the managers 
for the Senate the reasons or resolutions communicated by the latter; whereupon 
the managers for the House shall be at liberty to confer freely by word of mouth 
with the managers for the Senate. 

Duties of managers 
383 It shall be the endeavour of the managers for the House to obtain either 

a withdrawal, by the managers of the Senate, of the point in dispute between the 
Houses, or a settlement of the same by way of modification or further 
amendment; but, in the case of bills, no amendment (not being a consequential 
amendment) shall be suggested by them to any words of a bill to which both 
Houses have so far agreed, unless these be immediately affected by the 
disagreement in question. 

Proceedings to be reported 
384 The managers for the House shall, when the conference has 

te1minated , report their proceedings to the House forthwith. 

CHAPTER XXVIII 

Number of Members to serve 
385 ➔if ➔:f ➔!f ➔if 

Time and place of first meeting 
386 ➔!f ➔lf ➔lf ➔!f 

Quorum of joint committee 
387 ➔lf ➔lf ➔lf ➔if 

Number of Members appointed by House 
388 ➔!f ➔1f ➔lf ➔lf 

Report of proceedings 
389 ➔if ➔lf ➔/f ➔!f 
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CHAPTER XXIX 

BALLOTING 

When ballot taken 
390 A ballot shal l be taken whenever the House t hinks fit . 

Bells rung prior to ballot 
391 Before the House proceeds to  any bal lot, the bells shall be rung as in a 

div isi on. 

Manner of taking bal lot 
392 Unless otherw ise expressl y prov ided, a ball ot shal l be taken in the 

foll owing manner: Each Member present shall give to the Clerk a l ist of the 
names of such Members as he or she may think fi t  and proper to be chosen at 
such ballot; and if any li st contains a larger or lesser number of n ames than are to 
be chosen  it shall be v oid  and rejected. And w hen all the li sts are collec ted, the 
Cl erks at the Table shall ascertai n and report to the Speaker the names  of the 
Members hav ing the greatest number of votes, which Members shall be declared 
to be chosen. In the event of an equal ity of votes, the names of the Members 
concerned shall be submitted to a further bal lot. 

How moved 

CHAPTER XXX 

ADDRESSES TO THE QUEEN OR THE 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL 

393 Whenever it be deemed proper to present an address to Her Majesty or 
the Governor-General , the same shall be mov ed, except in cases of u rgency, after 
not ice  in the usual manner. 

Addresses to Royal Family 
394 Addresses of congratulation or condolence to members of the Royal 

Family may be moved by a Min ister wi thou t notic e. 

Addresses to Queen sent to Governor-General by Speaker 
395 Addresses to Her Majesty or to members of the Royal Family shal l be 

transmitted to the Govern or-General by the Speaker, who shal l  request the 
Governor-General to cause t he same to  be forw arded for presen tati on. 

Presentation of addresses to Governor-General 
396 Addresses to the Governor-Gene ral shall be presented by the Speaker, 

u nless the House otherwise orders. 
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When presented by whole House 

397 When an address is ordered to be presented by the who le House, the 
Speaker, with the House, shall proceed to suc h place  as the Governor-General 
may appo int, and being admitted to the Governor-General 's presence, the 
Speaker shall read the address to the Governor-General, the Members who 
moved and seconded such address being on the Speaker's left hand. 

Governor-General 's reply 
398 The Governor-General's answer to any address presented by the whole 

House shall be reported by the Speaker. 

CHAPTER XXXI 

STANDING ORDERS 

Suspension 

Motion for suspension without notice 
399 In  c ases of necessi ty, any standing or sessional order or o rders of the 

H ouse may be suspended, on  motion, duly moved and seconded, without notice: 
Prov ided that such motion i s  c arried by an absolute maj ority of  Members having 
full v oting rights. 

Motion for suspension with notice 
400 When a motion for the suspension of any standing or sessional order o r  

orders appears on the Notice Paper, such motion may be c arried by a maj ority of  
vo tes. 

Limitation of suspension 
401 The suspension of standing orders i s  limited in its operation to the 

part ic ular purpose for which such suspension has been sought. 

Duration 

In force until altered 
402 The whole of these s tanding orders shall continue in force until altered, 

amended, or repealed. 
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CHAPTER XXXII 

JOINT STANDING ORDERS 

Acts assented to 

Acts to be dated-Copy to be retained by Clerk 
I. Every Act which has passed both Houses and received Her Majesty's 

assent shal l have the date of such assent, or in the case of a bil l wh ich has been 
reserved for the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure thereon, of such 
reservation, and also the date of proclamation of assent, fol lowing the words 
"Assented to" or "Reserved" and "Assent proclaimed" respectively (as the case 
may be), within parenthes is, immediately after the title; and one copy of such 
Act, bearing the signature of the Governor-General , shall be retained by the 
Clerk for deposit amongst the records of the Parliament. 

Disagreement between the Houses 

Joint sitting-appointment of Chair 
II. The Members present at the joint sitting, under section 57 of the 

Constitution, shal l  appoint by bal lot a Member to preside, and until such 
appointment the Clerk of the Senate shall act as Chair. 

Presentation of bill 
III. The Member chosen to preside shall present to the Governor-General 

for the Royal Assent any proposed law duly  passed at such joint s itting. 
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Dates of amendments to 

standing orders 
(since their re-numbering in 1963) 
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Amendments to standing orders since their re-numbering in 1963 

Ad - Date sessional order adopted. Om - Date standing order omitted. 

Amd - Date amendment agreed to by House. Op - Date of operation. 

Ins - Date new standing order inserted. Sus - Date standing order suspended. 

S.O. Dates of amendment 

2 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

6 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

10 Om 9. 1 2 .87 

l lA Ins 4.5 .66; Op 5 .5 .66 

12 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

13 Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

13A Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

13B Ins 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

14 Amd 3 1 .3.65; Op 1 .4.65; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

15 Amd 3 1 .3 .65 ;  Op 1 .4.65; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

16 Om I 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

17  Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

18  Amd 4.5.66; Op  5 .5 .66; Amd I 0.2 .94; Op  2 1 .2 .94 

19  Amd 4.5 .66; Op  5 .5 .66; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

22 Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

22A Ins l 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

22B Ins l 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

23 Amd 3 1 .3.65; Op 1 .4.65; Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

24 Amd 3 1 .3 .65; Op 1 .4 .65 

25 Om 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92 

26 Amd 4.5 .83; Op 4.5 .83;  Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Om 3 . 1 2.98 

27 Om 3 . 1 2 .98 

28 Amd 1 0.6.70; Op 1 1 .6 .70; Amd 1 8.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Om 3 . 1 2 .98 

28A Ins 9. 1 0. 84; Amd 9 . 1 1 .94; Om 3 . 1 2.98 
28B Ins 1 5 .  I 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 9.5 .96; 

Om 3 . 1 2.98 

28BA Ins 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 . 2.94; Om 3 . 1 2.98 

28C Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92 ; Amd 9 . 1 1 .94; Om 3. 1 2.98 
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S.O. Dates of amendment 

28D Ins 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 9.11.94; Om 3.12.98 

29 Om 3.12.98 

30 Amd 9.11.94 

34 Amd 9.11.94 

36 Amd 9.11.94 

37 Amd9.ll.94 

38 Amd 5.12.94 

40 Amd 3.9.70; Op I 3.10.70; Amd 26.8.71; Op 28.9.71; Amd 22.2.78; Op 22.2.78; 
Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 1.5.96 

41 Amd 9.11.94 

43 Amd 9.11.94 

44 Amd 22.2.78; Amd 9.11.94 

45 Amd 22.2.78; Amd 20. 10.88; Amd 9.11.94 

46 Om 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

46A Om 24.5.88; Op 22.8.88 

47 Amd 24.5.88; Op 22.8.88; Amd 20.10.88; Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

48 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

48A Ins 22.2.78; Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 1.5.96 

49 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

52 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

55 Amd 9.11.94 

56 Amd 9.11.94 

58 Amd 9.11.94 

59 Amd 9.11.94 

61 Amd 9.11.94 

62 Om 31.3.65; Op 1.4.65 

63 Amd9.ll.94 

65 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 6.2.97 

66 Amd 9.11.94 

68 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 6.2.97 

70 Amd 9.11.94 

72 Amd 20.8.70; Op 25.8.70 

78 Amd 9.11.94 

80 Amd 9.11.94 

81 Amd 31.3.65; Op 1.4.65; Amd 30.6.98 
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s.o. 

83 

85 

86 

90 

91 

92 

93 

95 

97A 

99 

100A 

101 

101A 

102A 

102B 

102C 

103 

104 

104A 

104B 

106 

106A 

107 

109 

1 10 

1 12 

1 13 

1 14 

1 15 

Dates of amendment 

Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

Amd 4.5 .66; Op 5 .5 .66; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 6.2.97 

Amd 4.5 .66; Op 5 .5 .66 

Amd 3 1 .3 .65; Op 1 .4.65 ; Amd 4.9.70; Op 1 3 . 1 0.70; Amd I 3 and 1 8 .4.72; 
Op 20.4.72; Amd 22.2.78; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; 
Amd 1 .5 .96; Amd 30.6.98 

Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

Amd I 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

Ins 4.5 .83; Amd 9 . 1 1 .94 

Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

Ins 1 .5 .96 

Amd 22.2.78; Op 22.2.78; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 3 . 1 1 .92; Op 9. 1 1 .92; 
Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; Amd 1 .5 .96; Amd 9. 1 2.99 

Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 1 .5 .96 

Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 3 . 1 1 .92; Op 9. 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92 

Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 3 . 1 1 .92; Op 9. 1 t .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; 
Amd 9. 1 2 .99 

Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 1 .5 .96 

Amd 3 1 .3.65; Op 1 .4.65; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94; 
Amd 22.2 .94; Amd 1 .5 .96 

Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; Amd 1 .5 .96; Sus 3 . 1 2.98; 
Ad 3. 1 2.98; Op 3 . 1 2 .98; Amd 9. 1 2 .99 

Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

Amd 3 1 .3 .65; Op 1 .4.65 ;  Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; 
Amd 1 .5 .96 

Ins 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 22.2 .94; Amd 1 .5 .96 

Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

Om 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92 

Amd 3 1 .3.65; Op 1 .4.65 

Amd 1 8.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; 
Amd 6. 1 2 .00; Op 6.2.0 1 

Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 6. 1 2 .00; Op 6.2 .0 1 

Amd 6. 1 2.00; Op 6.2.0 I 

Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 6. 1 2 .00; Op 6.2.0 I 
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S.O. Dates of amendment 

116 Amd 6.12.00; Op 6.2.0 I 

117 Amd 4.5.89; Op 4.5.89; Amd 6.12.00; Op 6.2.0 I 

118 Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Amd 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

119 Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Amd 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

120 Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Arnd 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

121 Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

122 Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

123 Orn 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

124 Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

125 Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

126 Arnd 18.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 9.11.94; Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

127 Arnd 18.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

128 Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

129 Amd 18.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

130 Amd 18.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

131 Amd 18.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 9.11.94; Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

132 Amd 18.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Om 6.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

133 Amd 31.3.65; Op 1.4.65; Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Amd 7. I 2.00; Op 6.2.01 

134 Amd 9.11.94 

135 Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92 

138 Amd 31.3.65; Op 1.4.65 

139 Amd 31.3.65; Op 1.4.65; Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92 

142 Amd 9.11.94; Amd 7.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

143 Amd 13.4.72; Op 20.4.72 

144 Amd 31.3.65; Op 1.4.65 

147 Amd 9.11.94 

148 Amd 31.3.65; Op 1.4.65; Amd 7.12.00; Op 6.2.01 

149 Amd 9.11.94 

150 Amd 31.3.65; Op 1.4.65; Amd 1.5.96 

152 Amd 1.5.96 

158 Amd 9.11.94 

159 Arnd 9.11.94 

160 Amd 9.11.94 

166 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94 
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S.O. Dates of amendment 

168 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

169 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

189 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

192 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

193 Amd 4.5 .66; Op 5 .5 .66; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; 
Amd 22.2.94; Amd 1 .5 .96; Amd 30.6.98 

194 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

195 Amd 4. 1 2.97 

196 Amd 9 . 1 1 .94 

197 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 4. 1 2.97 

199 Amd 20. 1 0. 88; Amd 4. 1 2 .97 

200 Amd 20. 1 0.88 

200A Ins 22.2 .  78; Om 4. 1 2 .97 

201 Amd 4 . 1 2.97 

202 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 4. 1 2 .97 

203 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 4. 1 2 .97 

203A Ins 4. 1 2 .97 

203B Ins 4. 1 2.97 

204 Amd 4.5 .66; Op 5 .5 .66; Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 4. 1 2.97 

206 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

207 Amd l 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

210 Amd 9 . 1 1 .94 

21 1  Amd 3 1 .3 .65; Op 1 .4.65 ; Amd 1 5 .  1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 1 0.2.94; Op  2 1 .2 .94; 
Amd 7 . 1 2 .00; Op 6.2.0 l 

212 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 4. 1 2.97 

215 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; Amd 22.2.94; Amd 1 .5 .96 

217 Amd 22.2.94; Amd 1 .5 .96 

217  A Ins I 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 1 .5 .96 

217B Ins 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 1 .5 .96 

217C Ins 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Om 1 .5 .96 

217D Ins 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

218 Om I 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

219 Amd I 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

220 Amd 3 1 .3 .65; Op 1 .4 .65; Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

22 1 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 
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S.O. Dates of amendment 

222 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 1.5.96 

223 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

224 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

225 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

226 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 6.2.97 

227 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

228 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

231 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

232 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 6.2.97 

233 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

234 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 9.11.94 

235 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

236 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 9.11.94 

236A Ins l 0.2.94; Op 21 .2.94 

236B Ins 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

237 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 9.11.94 

241 Amd 15.10.92; Op 3.11.92; Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

244 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

245 Amd l 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

248 Amd 30.6.98 

250 Amd 20.8.70; Op 25.8.70 

256 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

257 Arnd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

258 Amd 30.6.98 

262 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

266 Amd 9.11.94 

269 Amd 9.11.94 

270 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 12.5.94; Amd 9.11.94 

271 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

272 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

273 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 

274 Amd l0.2.94; Op 21.2.94; Amd 9.11.94; Arnd 30.6.98 

274A Ins 30.6.98 

275 Amd 10.2.94; Op 21.2.94 
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S.O. Dates of amendment 

275A Ins 30.6.98; Amd 3 1 .3 .99; Op 1 1 .5 .99 

276 Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; Amd 9 . 1 1 .94; Amd 30.6.98 

277 Amd 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

278 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; Amd 9 . 1 1 .94 

279 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

280 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

280A Ins 9. 1 1 .94 

281 Om 1 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

282 Amd I 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

283 Om 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

284 Om I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

285 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

286 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

287 Om 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

288 Om I 0.2 .94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

289 Om 1 0.2.94; Op 2 ).2.94 

290 Om I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

291 Amd 3 1 .3 .65; Op 1 .4.65 

292 Amd 3 1 .3 .65; Op 1 .4.65 

294 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

300 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

301 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

302 Amd 3 . 1 2 .98 

303 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 27.8 .97 

304 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

304A Ins I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

305 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

306 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

307 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

308 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 27.8 .97 

309 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 27.8.97 

310  Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 27.8 .97 

31 1 Amd 27.8 .97 

312 Amd 27.8 .97 

9 1  



S.O. Dates of amendment 

313 Om 27.8 .97 

314 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94 

315 Amd 10.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

318 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

319 Amd 1 3.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

320 Amd 27.8 .97 

321 Amd 1 3.4.72; Op 20.4.72 

322 Amd 1 3.4.72; Op 20.4.72; Amd 1 .5 .96 

323 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

324 Amd 3. 1 2.98 

325 Amd 1 5. 1 0.92; Op 3 .  I 1 .92; Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

326 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

327 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

328 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

329 Amd 3. 1 2 .98 

330 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

331 Amd 9. I I .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

332 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

333 Amd 3 I .3 .65; Op 1 .4.65 ; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

334 Amd 3. 1 2 .98 

335 Amd 9. I 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

336 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

337 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

338 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

339 Amd 3. 1 2.98; Arnd 6. 1 2.00; Op 6.2.0 1 

340 Amd 3 . 1 2 .98 

341 Amd 3. 1 2 .98 

342 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

343 Amd 22.2.78; Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

344 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

345 Amd 3. I 2 .98 

346 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98; Amd 6. 1 2.00; Op 6.2.0 1 

347 Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 3 . 1 2 .98 

348 Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 3 . 1 2 .98 

92 



S.O. Dates of amendment 

349 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2 .98 

350 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

35 1 Amd 3 . 1 2 .98 

352 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

353 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

354 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

355 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

356 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 3 . 1 2 .98 

357 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

358 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

359 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

360 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

361 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

362 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

363 Amd I 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

364 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

365 Amd 1 0.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

366 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

367 Amd 9. 1 1 .94; Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

368 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

368A Ins 3 . 1 2 .98 

368B Ins 3 . 1 2.98 

369 Amd 3 . 1 2.98 

370 Amd 3 1 .3.65; Op 1 .4.65 ; Amd 1 5 . 1 0.92; Op 3 . 1 1 .92; Amd 10.2.94; Op 2 1 .2.94 

385 Om 3 . 1 2 .98 

386 Om 3. 1 2.98 

387 Om 3. 1 2.98 

388 Om 3 .  1 2 .98 

389 Om 3 . 1 2.98 

392 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

395 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

397 Amd 9. 1 1 .94 

Joinr Standing Orders 

II Amd 9. 1 1 .94 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE HOUSE 

This section contains resolutions and orders of the House intended to 
remain in force indefin itely or for an ex tended period during the life of the 
current Parliament. 
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That: 

PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES 

Resolution adopted 5 May 1993 

That: 
( I )  for the purposes of the procedures of the House, any re ference to 

Minis ters shall be taken to include  Parliamentary S ecre taries, with 
the exception of references to questions seeking i nformation (chapter 
XI  of the s tanding orders) ;  and 

(2) this resolution continue in force unless and until amended or 
rescinded by the House in th is or a subsequent Parliament. 

(and see S. O. 275 A) 

CHIEF GOVERNMENT WHIP 

Resolution adopted 12 May 1 994 

( I )  the Chief Government Whip, not be ing a Minis ter or a Parliamentary 
Secretary, be e mpowered to move motions without the requ irement 
for a seconder relating to: 

(a) the conduct of the bus iness of the House or the Main 
Committee (but  not including the actual presentation or moving 
of the second reading or later stages of a government bi ll) ;  and 

(b) the s itting arrangements of the House or the Main Committee; 
and 

(2) the terms of th is resolu tion: 
(a) so far as they are inconsistent wi th the s tandi ng orders, have 

effe ct notwiths tanding anything contained i n  the standing 
orders; and 

(b) continue  in force unless and until amended or rescinded by the 
House in th is or a subsequent Parliament. 
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PROCEDURES FOR TABLING MINISTERIAL PAPERS 

Resolution adopted 9 December 1 987 

That this House endorses in principle the recommendation of  the Standing 
Committee on Procedure that the procedures for the tabling of ministerial 
papers fol lowing questi ons w ithout notice, pursuant to standing order 1 0 1, be 
altered in accordance with the followi ng arrangements: 

( 1 )  By  12 noon on each sitt ing day a schedul e of papers to be presented 
wil l be made availabl e to  the Manager of Opposition Business and 
will be circulated to all Members in the Chamber at the first 
opportunity; 

(2) Following quest ions without notice a Minister will presen t t he papers 
as l isted on the ci rculated schedule; 

(3) Papers presented w ill continue to be recorded in Hansard and the 
Votes and Proceedings; and 

(4) A Minister shall present each paper indiv idual ly if a schedul e has not 
been circulated in accordance wit h  these procedures or the paper has 
not been l isted on the schedule, and shall retain the option of 
presenti ng a paper separately from the list if a statement is to be 
made or a mot ion moved in conn ection with t he paper. 
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SELECTION COMMITTEE-GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

RELATING TO THE SELECTION OF PRIVATE MEMBERS' 

BUSINESS 

Resolution adopted 24 November 1998-effective until the end of the 
39th Parliament 

In accordance with s tanding order 28D(b) [now 33 1 ( c)] the Selection 
Committee has resolved that the general principl es be as follows: 
Proposed general principles relating to the selection of private Members' 
business 

I .  In  formulating the priori ty to  be g iven to  i tems of private Members ' 
business the Selection Committee shall have regard to: 

(a) the importance of the subject; 
(b) the current l ev el of interest in the subjec t; 
(c) the extent of the current discussion on the subject both i n  the 

Parli ament and elsewhere; 
(d) the extent to which the subjec t  comes wi thin the responsibi l i ty 

of the Commonwealth Parli ament; 
(e) the probabili ty of the subject being brought before the House 

by other means within a reasonable time; and 
(f) whether the subject is the same, or substantial ly  the same, as 

another i tem of business which has been debated or on which 
the House has already made a decis ion in the same period of 
si ttings and, if so, whether new c ircumstances exist. 

2. The Committee shal l accord priori ty to private Members ' business :  
(a) with regard to the numbers of Members affiliated wi th each 

party in the House; 
(b) in a way which ensures that a particular Member or the 

Members who compri se the Opposi tion Executive do not 
predominate as the movers of the i tems s el ected; and 

(c) in a way which seeks to ensure balance i s  achieved over each 
period of s i ttings. 

3. When a private Member has the responsibi l i ty for the carriage of a 
Bi l l  transmitted from the Senate for concurrence, the B il l  shall be 
accorded priority following the question for the second reading bei ng 
put to the House in the same way as a private Member's B i ll 
originating in the House is accorded priority by sessional order 
104A. 

4. Priority shall not be accorded to any i tem of private Members ' 
business if the matter should be deal t wi th by the House in  another, 
more appropriate, form of proceeding. 
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5. The general p rinciples set out above shall be observed by the 
Se lection Committee but nothing in the general principles shall be 
taken to prevent the Selection Committee departing from those 
general principles  in order to meet circumstances, wh ich , in its 
opinion, are unusual or special. 
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That: 

HANSARD-AUTHORITY TO PUBLISH RECORD OF 
DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS 

Resolution adopted 5 May 1 993 

( l )  That the House: 
(a) authorises the publication of the record of debates and 

proceedings in the House, known as Parliamenta,y Debates 
and Hansard, prepared by the Department of the Parl iamentary 
Reporting Staff; and 

(b) affirms the right of committees and subcommittees (however 
described) of the House and joint committees of the House and 
the Senate to authorise the publication of ( i) documents and 
records and (i i) transcripts of evidence prepared by the 
Department of the Parliamentary Reporting Staff, subject to 
any particul ar provisions in relevant legislation, resolutions or 
standing orders. 

(2) That this resolution continue in  force unless and until amended or 
rescinded by the House in this or a subsequent Parliament. 

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS 

Resolution adopted 5 December 1994 

( 1) the House decl ares the Votes and Proceedings to be the record of the 
proceedings of the House of Representatives; and 

(2) this resolution continue in force unless and until amended or 
rescinded by the House in  this or a subsequent Parliament. 
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BROADCASTING AND RE-BROADCASTING OF 

EXCERPTS OF PROCEEDINGS 

Resolution adopted 30 November 1 988 

That this House authorises the broadcasting and re-broadcasting on Australian 
radio and televis ion s tations of a sound record of excerpts of its proceedings, 
subjec t  to the conditions determined for this purpose by the Joint Committee 
on the Broadcasting of Parliamentary Proceedings. 
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That: 

TELEVISING OF PROCEEDINGS 

Resolution adopted 16 October 1991 

( 1 )  the House authorises l ive telev ision broadcast and rebroadcast of: 
(a) the proceedings of the House and excerpts of proceedings, 

including the adjournment debate; and 
(b) the public proceedings of House of Representatives 

committees, subject to the approval of individual committees­
as provided for by th is resolution; 

(2) the House supports in principle the amendment of the Parliamentary 
Proceedings Broadcasting Act 1 946 to make statutory provision for 
the televising of the proceedings of the Senate, the House of 
Representatives and the committees of each House and joint 
committees of both Houses; 

(3) a standing committee be appointed in each Parl iament to consider 
and determine in respect of live television broadcast and rebroadcast 
of proceedings and excerpts of proceedings of the House of 
Representatives and the publ ic proceedings of House of 
Representatives committees: 
(a) the conditions to apply to television broadcasters; 
(b) the guidelines for operators of sound and v ision equipment; 
(c) the guidel ines for the televising of House of Representatives 

committees; and 
(d) whether breaches of the conditions and guidel ines have 

occurred and, if so, what penalties should apply; 
(4) the committee referred to in paragraph (3) of thi s  resol ution shal l :  

(a) consist o f  those Members of  the House of  Representatives who 
are members of the Joint Committee on the Broadcasting of 
Parliamentary Proceedings in each Parliament, who shall elect 
a chairman and deputy chairman; and 

(b) have power to send for persons, papers and records; 
(5) unti l otherwise determined the conditions and guidel ines to apply to 

l ive telev ision broadcast and rebroadcast shal l be those set out i n  the 
Report of the Inquiry into the Telev ising of the House of 
Representatives and its committees, dated August 1 99 1  [ current 
conditions adopted 1 May 1 996 see p.109];  

(6)  the arrangements relating to the l ive television broadcast and 
rebroadcast of proceedings and excerpts of proceedings of the House 
of Representatives shall be reviewed by the committee establ i shed 
under paragraph (3)  of this  resolution prior to the end of the 1 993 
Autumn sittings of the House; and 

(7) The House requests the Government to seek advice from the 
Attorney-General as to the legal position of bodies authorised to 
receive the signal of proceedings with a view to the House granting 
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access to that signal to government departments, pol itical party 
headquarters and others . 
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EXTENSION OF HOUSE MONITORING SERVICE 

Resolution adopted 28 September 1 993 

That the House authorises the ex tens ion of the provis ion of the House 
Monitoring Service televis ion coverage of proceedings of the House and its 
committees to government departments and others, as may be determined by 
the Speaker, on such terms and condit ions as s tipulated by the Speaker. 
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RADIO BROADCASTING OF PARLIAMENTARY 

PROCEEDINGS-GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

Resolution adopted 20 September 1 994 

That the following general principles upon which there should be determined 
the days upon which , and the periods during whk h, the proceedings of the 
S enate and the House of Representatives shall be broadcast , as specified by 
the Joint Committee on the Broadcasting of Parliamentary Proceedings in its 
report dated May 1994 , be adopted with effect from 1 0  October 1994 in place 
of the general principles previously adopted by both Houses: 

General principles relating to the radio broadcasting of parliamentary 
proceedings 

1. Days upon which proceedings shall he broadcast and their 
allocation between the Senate and the House of Representatives. 
The proceedings of Parliament shall be broadcast on each day on 
which either House is sitting. While th ere will be a usual allocation 
of broadcasts between the S enate and the House of Representatives, 
the Joint Committee on the Broadcasting of Parliamentary 
Proceedings or its S ub-Committee shall take into account the 
importance of the impending debate and the public interest attaching 
thereto in deciding on the allocation. It is anticipated that, over time, 
the coverage of each House will be approximately equal. 

2. Rebroadcast of questions and answers. 
( a) The following Parliamentary Proceedings shall be 

rebroadcast by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation at 
the conclusion of the broadcast of live proceedings from 
either House unless otherwise ordered by the Committee: 
S enate proceedings---Questions without notice and answers 
thereto; 
House of Representatives proceedings---Questions without 
notice and answers thereto; 

(b) The rebroadcast shall be of the House that is not allocated the 
broadcast; 

(c) When a member makes a personal explanation in rebuttal of 
misrepresentation contained in a question asked that day or 
an answer thereto, the question and answer shall, subject to 
the next succeeding sub-paragraph , be excluded from the 
rebroadcast; and 

( d) The Presiding Officer may, in h is or her discretion, refer any 
case to the Joint Committee for decision as to whether such a 
question and answer shall be excluded from the rebroadcast. 

3. The general principles specified here and adopted by both Houses 
shall be observed generally by the Joint Committee in making 
determinations in accordance with the Parliamentary Proceedings 
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Broadcasting Act 1 946, but nothi ng in those ge neral pri nci ples shal l 
be taken  to prevent the Joi nt Committee from departing from those 
gene ral pri nciples i n  order t o  meet any unusual or special 
ci rcumstances. 
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BROADCASTING OF PROCEEDINGS­

CONDITIONS FOR BROADCASTERS 

Resolution adopted 1 May 1 996 

That the conditions for broadcasters of the live broadcast and rebroadcast of 
the proceedings and excerpts of proceedings of the House of Representatives 
and its Main Committee be amended to read as follows: 

1 .  Access to the proceedings of the House of Representatives and its 
Main Committee for the recording and broadcasting of proceedings 
is subject to an undertaking to observe, and to comply with, the 
following conditions: 

( 1 )  Broadcasting and recordings may only be made from the 
official and dedicated composite vision and sound feed 
provided by the Sound and Vision Office (channels 1 and 5 on 
the House Monitoring System); 

(2) Broadcasts shall be used only for the purposes of fair and 
accurate reports of proceedings ,  and shall not be used for: 
(a) political party advertising or election campaigns; 
(b) satire or ridicule; or 
( c) commercial sponsorship or commercial advertising; 

(3) Reports of proceedings shall be such as to provide a balanced 
presentation of differing views; 

(4) Excerpts of proceedings which are subsequently withdrawn 
may be rebroadcast only if the withdrawal also is rebroadcast; 

(5) The instructions of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, or the Speaker's delegate, in respect of 
broadcasting, shall be observed. 

2. Non-compliance with the guidelines listed above may incur 
penalties. Breaches of the guidelines and penalties are determined by 
the House members of the Joint Committee on the Broadcasting of 
Parliamentary Proceedings. The following is a general guide to the 
penalties which may be imposed on stations or programs: 
(a) first breach-access to the broadcast withdrawn for three 

sitting days; 
(b) second breach-access to the broadcast service withdrawn for 

six sitting days; and 
(c) third or subsequent breaches-such penalty as is determined by 

the House members of the Joint Committee on the 
Broadcasting of Parliamentary Proceedings. 
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DISCLOSURE OF IN CAMERA COMMITTEE EVIDENCE 

Resolution adopted 3 December 1 998;amended 9 December 1 999-effective 
until the end of the first session of the 39th Parliament 

That: 
( 1 )  The foll owing condi ti ons apply to the disclosu re of evidence taken in 

camera by a committee of the H ouse: 
( a) Committees may take ev i dence in the following manne r: 

( i )  By written submi ssi ons, whe ther  in hard copy or 
e lec tronic form; 

( i i) By oral evidence tak en i n  publ ic; and 
( i ii )  I n  pri vate sessi on. 

(b) A committee may, on its own initiative or at the request of, or 
on behalf of, a witness or organisation, hear evi dence i n  private 
session. A witness shall be i nformed that i t  i s  within the power 
of the committee and the House to disclose all or part of the 
evidence subsequently. Publication of evi dence would be the 
prerogative of the committee and i t  would onl y be di sclosed if 
the maj ority of the commit tee so decided by resoluti on. 

( c) Whe re a commi ttee has agreed to take evidence in camera, and 
has gi ven an undertaking to a witness that his or her evidence 
w i ll not be di sclosed, such evidence wi ll not be disclosed by 
the committee or any other person, i ncluding the witness. With 
the written agreement of the witness, the committee may 
re lease such evi dence i n  whole or in part. 

(d) Where a Member  of the H ou se of Representat ives disc loses 
in camera evidence other than as prescribed, the House may 
i mpose a penalty on the Member  following investigation and 
report of the matte r  by the Committee of Privileges. 

(e) Evidence taken in camera which di scloses a serious crime may, 
in respect to that part, be conveyed to the Speaker for 
appropriate action by the Chair, wi th the committee 's approval. 

( f) No  person not being an officer of the commi ttee when the 
evidence was given wi ll have access to evidence taken 
in camera, unless authori sed by the ful l  committee . 

(g) If a motion is to be moved in the House to release evidence 
taken in camera by one of its committees, notice must be 
gi ven. Such notice will not be placed on the Notice Paper 
without the approval of the Speaker, who must consult the 
A ttorney-General , the Chair of the re levant committee , the 
Prime Minis ter and the Le ader of the Opposition and report the 
ou tcome of that consultati on to the House. 

(2) Unless otherwi se orde red, this resolution have effect until the end of 
the sessi on. 
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DISCLOSURE OF EVIDENCE AND DOCUMENTS OF 

HOUSE AND JOINT COMMITTEES 

Resolution adopted 11 October 1 984 

( 1 )  That, unless otherwise ordered, the House authorises Mr Speaker to 
permit any person to examine and copy evidence submitted to, or 
documents of, committees which are in the custody of the House, 
which have not already been publ ished by the House or its 
committees , and which have been in  the custody of the House for at 
least 10 years: 
Provided that if such evidence or documents were taken in camera or 
submitted on a confidential or restricted basis, di sclosure shal l not 
take place unless the evidence or documents have been in the 
custody of the House for at least 30 years, and, in the opinion of Mr 
Speaker, it is appropriate that such evidence or documents be 
disclosed: 
Provided further that Mr Speaker report to the House the nature of 
any evidence or documents made available under thi s resolution and 
the person or persons to whom they have been made avai lable. 

(2) That the House of Representatives, having considered Message No. 
265 of the Senate, agrees that the disclosure of evidence or 
documents of joint committees be authorised by the President of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives under the 
same conditions as are provided in paragraph ( 1 )  of the message.* 

(3) That the foregoing resolutions have effect notwithstanding anything 
contained in the standing orders. 

* Paragraph ( 1 )  of Message No.265 of the Senate is in the same terms as paragraph 
( 1 )  of this resolution with references to the Senate and the Presidellt in place of 
references to the House and the Speaker. 
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PRIVILEGES COMMITTEE-PUBLICATION OF RECORDS 

That: 

Resolution adopted 7 December 2000 

( I )  the House authorises :  
(a) the publ ication of al l ev idence or docume nts taken in camera or 

subm itted o n  a confi dential or res tric ted basis to the Commi ttee 
of Priv ileges and th at have been  in the cus tody of the 
Committee for at leas t  30 years; and 

(b) the t ransfer of these records to the Nati onal Archives of 
Aus trali a  t o  enable publ ic access to the records; 

prov ided  that, where the Speaker accepts advi ce that the release of a 
particul ar rec ord would affect the nati onal security  interes t, or 
represent an unreas onable intrusi o n  upon the pers onal affai rs of any 
person, alive o r  dead, o r  would  o therwise be an exempt record under 
s.33 of the Archives Act 1 983, if that Act h ad applied to the record, 
the release and transfer of that rec o rd is not auth orised by th is 
res ol ution; 

(2) this resoluti on has effect notwiths tanding the provisions of any o ther 
res o luti on  or s tanding o rde r of the House; and 

(3) th is res olu ti on  has effect from 1 January 2001 and c ontinues in force 
unless and until amen ded or res cinded by the House in th is or a 
subsequent Parl iament. 
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REGISTRATION OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS 

Requirements of the House of Representatives 

Resolutions adopted 9 October 1 984 a .m . ,  amended 13 Februa,y 1 986, 
22 October 1 986, 30 November 1 988 and 9 November 1994 

( 1) Registration of Members' interests 

That-
(a) within 28 day s of making and subscribing an oath or affirmation as a 

Member of the House of Representatives each Member shall provide 
to the Registrar of Members ' Interests, a statement of-

(i) the Member 's registrable i nterests, and 
(ii) the registrable interests of which the Member i s  aware (a) of 

the Member's spouse and (b) of any children who are wholly 
or mainly dependent on the Member for support, 

in accordance with resolutions adopted by the House and in a form 
determined by the Committee of Members ' Interests from time to 
time, and shall also notify any alterati on of those interests to the 
Registrar within 28 days of that alteration occurring, and 

(b) the statement to be provided by a Member shall i nclude: 
( i )  in the case of a Member who was not a Member of the House 

of Representatives in the immediately preceding Parliament, 
interests held at the date of his or her election and any 
alteration of interests which has occurred between that date and 
the date of completion of the s tatement, and 

(ii) in the case of a Member who was a Member of the House of 
Representatives in the immediately preceding Parliament, 
interests held at the date of dissolution of the House of 
Representatives in the previous Parliament and any alteration 
of i nterests which has occurred between that date and the date 
of completion of the statement. 
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(2) Registrable interests 

That the statement of a Member 's registrable interests to be provided by a 
Member shall include the registrable interests of which the Member is aware 
(I) of the Member's spouse and (2) of any children who are whol ly or mainly 
dependent on the Member for support, and shall cover the foll owing matters: 

(a) shareholdings in public and private companies ( incl uding holding 
companies) indicating the name of the company or companies; 

(b) family and business trusts and nominee companies-
(i) in which a beneficial interest is hel d, indicating the name of the 

trust, the nature of its operation and beneficial interest, and 
( ii) in which the Member, the Member 's spouse, or a child who is 

whol l y  or mainly dependent on the Member for support, is a 
trustee (but not including a trustee of an estate where no 
beneficial interest  is held by the Member, the Member's spouse 
or dependent children), indicating the name of the trust, the 
nature of its operation and the beneficiary of the trust; 

(c) real estate, including the location (suburb or area only) and the 
purpose for which it is owned; 

(d) registered directorships of companies; 
(e) partnerships indicating the nature of the interests and the activities of 

the partnership; 
(f) l iabil ities indicating the nature of the liability and the creditor 

concerned; 
(g) the nature of any bonds, debentures and l ike investments; 
(h) saving or investment accounts, indicating their nature and the name 

of the bank or other institutions concerned; 
(i) the nature of any other assets (excluding household and personal 

effects) each valued at over $5,000; 
(j) the nature of any other substantial sources of income; 
(k) gifts valued at more than $500 received from official sources, or at 

more than $200 where received from other than official sources 
provided that a gift received by a Member, the Member 's spouse or 
dependent children from fami ly members or personal friends in a 
purely personal capacity need not be registered unless the Member 
judges that an appearance of conflict of interest may be seen to exist; 

( I) any sponsored travel or hospital ity received; 
(m) membership of any organisation where a confl ict of interest with a 

Member's public duties could foreseeably arise or be seen to arise, 
and 

(n) any other interests where a confl ic t  of interest with a Member 's 
publ ic duties could foreseeably arise or be seen to arise. 
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(3) Register and Registrar of Members' Interests 

That-
(a) at the commencement of each Parliament, and at other ti mes as 

nec essary, Mr Speaker shall appo int an officer of the Department of 
t he H ouse of Representat ives as the Reg istrar of Members ' Interests 
and that officer s hall also be clerk to the Committee of Members ' 
Interests; 

(b) t he Registrar of Members ' Interests s hall, in accordance with 
procedures determined by t he Committee of Members ' Interests, 
maintai n a Register of Members ' I nterests in a form to be determined 
by that committee from time to t ime; 

(c) as s oon as poss ibl e after the c ommencement of each Parliament the 
chairman of the Committee o f  Members ' Interests shall tabl e in the 
House a copy of the completed Register of Members ' Interests and 
shall also table from tim e  to ti me as required any noti ficat ion by a 
Member of alterati on of those i nterests, and 

( d) the Register o f  Members ' Interests shall be available for inspect ion 
by any person under conditi ons to be laid down by the Committee of 
Members ' Interests from ti me to time. 

Additional resolution adopted 13 February 1 986 

That any Member of the House of Representat ives who---
(a) knowi ngly fai ls to prov i de a statement of registrabl e interests to the 

Regi strar of Members ' Interests by the due date; 
(b) knowingly fails to not ify any alterati on of those  i nt erests to the 

Reg istrar of Members ' Interests withi n  28 days of t he change 
occurn ng, or 

(c) k nowi ngly prov ides false or mi sl eading i nfmmat ion to t he Registrar 
of Members ' I nterests, 

shaJ I  be gui l ty of a ser ious contempt of t he House of Representat ives and shal l 
be dealt with by the H ouse accordingly. 

Note 
No reference has been made to---
(a) earli er registrat ion and declaration requirements del eted on 

1 3  February 1 986, 22 October 1986, 30 November 1 988 and 
9 November 1 994, and 

(b) resolut ions of 2 1  March 1985 and 1 3  February 1986 which related to 
the lodgement of i nit ial statements of interests by Members of the 
34th  Parliament. 
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That: 

RIGHT OF REPLY OF PERSONS REFERRED TO 

IN THE HOUSE 

Resolution adopted 27 August 1 997 

( ] )  Where a person who has been referred to by name, or in such a way 
as to be readily identified, in the House, makes a submission m 
writing to the Speaker: 
(a) claiming that the person has been adversely affected in 

reputation or in respect of dealings or assoc iations wi th others, 
or injured in occupat ion, trade, office  or financial credit, or that 
the person 's privacy has been unreasonably inv aded, by reason 
of that reference to the person; and 

(b) reques ting that the person be able to incorporate an appropri ate 
response in the parliamen tary record; 

and if the Speaker is satisfied: 
(c) that the subject of the submission is not so obviously t rivial or 

the submiss ion so frivolous, v exatious or offensive in character 
as to make i t  inappropriate that it be considered by the 
Committee of Priv ileges; and 

( d) that it is practicable for the Committee of Priv ileges to consider 
t he submiss ion under this resolution, 

the Speaker shall refer the submission to that Committee. 
(2) The Committee may decide not to consider a submissi on referred to 

it under this resolution if the Commi ttee cons iders that the subject of 
the submission is not sufficiently serious or the submission i s  
frivolous, vexatious or offensiv e in character, and such a decision 
shall be reported to the House. 

(3) If the Committee decides to  consider a submission under this 
resolution, the Committee may confer with the person who made the 
submission and any Member who referred in the House to that 
person . 

(4) In considering a submission under this resolution , the Committee 
sha] ] mee t i n  private session. 

(5) The Committee shall not publi sh a submission referred to it under 
this resolution or i ts proceedings in re lation to such a submission, but 
may present minutes of its proceedings and all or part of such 
submission to the House. 

(6) In considering a submission under this resoluti on and reporting to the 
House the Committee shall n ot consider or judge the t ruth of any 
statemen ts made in the House or of the submission . 

(7) In it s report to the House on a submission under this resolution, the 
Committee may make either of t he following recommendations: 

1 16 



(a) that no further action be taken by the House or by the 
Committee i n  relation to the submission; or 

(b) that a response by the person who made the submission, in 
terms specified in the report and agreed to by the person and 
the Committee, be published by the House or incorporated in 
Hansard, 

and shall not make any other recommendations. 
(8) A document presented to the House under paragraph (5) or (7) : 

(a) in the case of a response by a person who made a submission, 
shall be succinct and stri ctly relevant to the questions in issue 
and shall not contain anything offensive in character; and 

(b) shall not contain any matter the publi c ation of which wou ld 
have the effect of: 
( i) unreasonably adversely affecting or injuring a person, or 

unreasonably invading a person's privacy, in the manner 
referred to in paragraph ( 1  ) ;  or 

(ii )  unreasonably adding to or aggravating any such adverse 
effect, injury or invasion of privacy suffered by a person. 

(9) The Committee may agree to guidelines and procedures, not 
inconsistent with this resolution, to apply to the consideration by it of 
submissions. 

( 1  O)This resolution shall continue in force unless and until amended or 
rescinded by the House in this or a subsequent Parliament. 
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INDEX 

Note : Numbers indicated are those of standing orders 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Affairs, Standing 
Committee, 324(a)(i) 

Absence-
Clerk, 23 
Deputy Speaker and Second Deputy 
Speaker, 1 5  

Members, 35-37 
Speaker, 1 4, 1 5  

Absolute majority, 263, 399 
Acting Speaker, 1 4, 1 6  
Acts of Parliament-

assent, 265 , 269, Joint S.O. I, III 
reflections upon, 75 

Addresses-
Governor-General ' s  reply, 398 
Governor-General ' s  speech, in reply 
to--

committee appointed, 8 
presentation, 9 

motions for, 393-394 
papers or documents, for, 3 1 7-3 1 8  
presentation, 9, 396-397 
Queen, Royal Family, Govemor­
General , to, 393-395 

transmission through Govemor­
General , 395 

Adjournment­
debate, of, 87 
debate extended, 48A, 274A 
grave disorder, in case of, 308 
House, of, 1 5 , 4 1 ,  44-46, 48A, 49 , 
50, 8 1 , 308 

Main Committee, of, 8 1 ,  274, 274A, 
276 

Administrator, references to 
Governor-General to apply to, l I A  

Affirmation of Members, 2(d) 
Allotment of time, 92 

1 20 

Amendments-
admissible, 1 7 1 ,  227 
amendments to, 1 80, 1 84- 1 85 
appropriation and taxing bills, to, 
292-293 

censure, 1 1 0 
charge, increasing a, 293 
consequential , 246 
earlier part of question ,  to, 1 80 
form of, 1 7 1  
inadmissible, 50, 86, 1 69, 1 79- 1 8 1  
inconsistent, 1 79 
infringing financial initiative of 
Crown, 292-293 

kinds of, 1 7 1  
long title, 23 1 
money bil ls , 292-293 
moving of, 1 7 1 ,  1 82 ,  1 85 
new clauses, 226 
order of moving, 1 82 ,  1 85 
question put when made, 1 86 
question when not made, 1 87 
questions, to, 1 7  5-1 78  
reasoned, 220 
relevancy of, 1 73 
same question, 1 69 
second reading, 2 l 7C, 2 1 9-220 
seconding of, I 72, 1 74, 232 
signed, to be, 1 72 
six months, 2 1 9  
taxing bil ls , 293 
thi rd reading, 239 
title, 23 1 
verbal or formal, 24 1 
withdrawal of, 1 83 
words already agreed to, to, 1 8 1  
writing, in, 1 72 

Annual reports, reference to 
committees, 324(b) 



Anticipation-
business on Notice Paper, 82, 1 63 
questions seeking  information, 1 44 

Appropriation bills, 8 1 ,  220, 226, 
29 1 -292, 295--298 

Arrest-
Members, 3 1 1  
strangers, 3 1  I 

Assistant Ministers­
documents quoted from, 32 1 
motion to print, or take note, 322 
papers , may present, 3 1 9  
and see '·Questions seeking 
information" ,  "Parl iamen tary 
Secretaries" 

Attendance of Mem bers, 3 1  
and see "Committees, Operation of ' 
and "Witnesses" 

Auditor-General 's reports, 
Reference to committees, 324(b) 

Automatic adjournment­
House, of, 48A 
Main Committee, of, 274A 

Ballot-
Deputy Speaker, el ection , 1 3 , 22B 
Members, se l ection of, by, 390-392 
Speaker, e lection , 1 2  
Second Deputy Speaker, 1 3 , 22B 

Bar of the House-
Senate messages received at, 372 
witnesses at, 368 

Bells rung, I 2(g ), l 3(g ) ,  4 1 ,  48, 1 99, 
39 1 

Bills-
al lotment of time, 92 
amendments-

appropriation, to, 292 
Governor-General , proposed by, 

266--269 
requested by Senate, 262 
second reading, 2 1 9-220 
Senate, made by, 244-245 
taxation, to, 293 
thi rd reading, 239 
verbal or formal , 24 1 

INDEX 

Bills-co111in11ed 

1 2 1 

appropriation, 8 1 ,  220, 226, 29 1 -292, 
295-298 

appropriation, message for, 22 1 ,  292, 
298 

assent, 265 , 269, Joint S.O. I, III 
charge, for imposition of, 293 
clauses, 2 1 3, 225- 226, 228-230 
Clerk ' s  certificate, 234, 242, 252, 
254-255, 259-260, 265 , 269 

committee, referred to, 2 1 7 A, 22 1 
consideration in detai l ,  222- 233 

amendments 
adm issible, 227 
appropriation , to, 292 
discussion on, 228 
inadmissible, 2 33 ,  and see 1 69, 

1 80- 1 8 1  
inconsi stent, 233  
question on , 229 
re levancy of, 227- 228 
same in substance, 233 , and see 

1 69 
seconding, 232 
tax proposals, 293 
title, 227, 23 1 

c lauses, 2 1 3 , 225- 226, 228- 230 
instructions ,  22 1 ,  299- 30 I 
new clauses , 92(e) ,  226 
order of consideration, 226 
p roceedings not noticed, 232 
question on clauses, 225 
reconsideration, 236B 
schedules, 226 
title and p reamble, 225- 226 

Constitu tion, to al ter, 263 
explanatory memorandum, 2 1 5  
financial, 29 1-293 
fi rst reading, 2 1 5  
gu i l lotine, 92 
initiation, 2 1 1 ,  29 1 
instruction, 22 1 ,  299-30 I 
intervals between stages, 2 1 7- 2 I 7 A, 
222, 235, 237 

introduction, 2 1 1 ,  29 1 
irregular, 2 1 4  
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INDEX 

Bills-continued 
laid aside, 245 , 250, 257, 263 
lapsed, 264 
leave to bring in, 2 1 1 
Main Committee, referred to, 2 1 7  A, 
2 1 7B ,  2 1 7D 

message recommending 
appropriation, 22 1 ,  292, 295-298 

money, 29 1 , 292, 293 
money clauses, amendments, 292-
293 

motion, notice of, 2 1 1 
passing of, after third reading, 240 
postponed c lauses, 226, 230 
preamble, 225-226 
presentation-

bi l l ,  of, 2 1 2, 29 1 
notice, of, 2 1 1 

printing, 2 1 7 , 235-236, 269 
prorogation, resumption of 
proceedings after, 264 

reading of, 2 1 6  
reasoned amendment, 220 
reconsideration, 226, 236B 
relevancy of discussion, 2 1 7C, 227-
228 

report from Main Committee, 234-
236A 

requested amendments by Senate, 
262 

Royal Assent, 265 , 269 
schedu les, 226 
second reading-

amendment to, 2 1 9-220 
day fixed for, 2 1 7  
i rrelevant debate, 8 1  
moving of, 2 1 7-2 1 7D 
proceedings following, 22 1 
reply allowed,  67 

select committee on, 22 1 ,  223-224 
Senate amendments, 244-245, 247-
252 

Senate, originating in, 253-26 1 
Senate requests for amendments, 262 
six months ' amendment, 2 1 9, 239 
stages, intervals between, 2 1 7-2 1 7B, 
222, 235, 237 

1 22 

Bills-continued 
standing committee consideration, 
2 1 7A-2 1 7B 

supply, 8 1 , 220, 226, 29 1-292 
taxation, 226, 29 1 ,  293 
third reading-

absolute majority on Constitutional 
bil l ,  263 

amendment to, 239 
leave to move fo1thwith, 222 
question for, 238 
reply allowed, 67 
time for moving, 237 

time limits, 9 1  
title, 2 1 3 , 2 1 6, 225-227, 23 1 
transmission to Senate, 243 

Budget debate (on main 
Appropriation Bil l) Refer 8 1 ,  9 1 ,  
220, 29 1-292, 295 

Business-
adjournment at end of, 48A, 50, 274 
anticipation of, 82, 1 44, 1 63 
arrangement of items of, I O  1- 1  I 0 
committee reports, 1 02-1 02C 
conduct of-

Main Committee, in, 274, 280 
general rule, I 
fonnal before Governor-General ' s  

Speech reported, 7 
general rule, I 
govemrnent-

order, 1 05 
precedence, I 04 

Main Committee, 270, 275 
motion to call on, 1 07 
new, 1 03 
Notice Paper, set down on, I OOA 
obstruction of, 86 
order of, 1 0  I 
precedence or priority to-­

censure motion, I I 0 
leave of absence motion, 35 
orders of the day, 1 89 
point of order, 98 
priv i lege matter, 96 
want of confidence motion, 1 1 0 



Business-continued 
private Members ' business, 1 04-

1 048 
routine of, 1 0 1  
time l imits for certain ,  9 1  

Casting vote-
chair of committee, 336 
Speaker, 1 3(/), 2 1 0  (and see 
Constitution s. 40) 

Censure, motion of, or amendment, 
1 1 0 

Certificate, Clerk's, see "Bil ls" and 
"Petitions.

, 

Chair of Main Committee, 1 3A 
committee, duties in ,  1 3A, 52, 225, 
234, 274, 274A, 280, 282, 285 

order, maintains, 52, 280, 282 
questions read by, 83 
quorum, want of, action by , 285 
reports to House, 234 
s trangers, withdrawal, 3 14 
and see "Deputy Speaker" 

Chair of joint sitting, Joint S.O. II 

Chair of committee, 
see ' ·Committees, Operat ion of' 

Chambe r-
Members-

movements in ,  54, 5 6-58 ,  200 
places in ,  57 
to remain in ,  42, 47 , 1 95 

strangers in, 3 1 0, 3 1 4-3 I 5 
and see "Galleries" 

Cha rges upon the people, 293 

Clerk Assistant, 23 ,  372 

Clerk of the House -
absence of, 23 
Chair, acts as , 2(f), 1 2, 1 5  
duties in  regard to-

Acts assented to , Joint S .O. I 
ballots, 392 
bills 234, 242, 249, 252, 254, 259-

260, 262(c), 265 , 269 
div isions, 1 99, 207 
election of Speaker, and Acting 

Speaker, 2(f), 1 2, 1 5  

INDEX 

1 23 

Clerk of the House-cominued 
duties in regard to--cominued 

motions, notices of, 1 33, 1 35- 1 36, 
1 38- 1 40 

papers, 3 1 6, 3 1 9  
petit ions, I 1 7- 1  1 8 , 1 20 
proclamations, 2(a), 3 
questions on notice, 1 48-1 50 
rol l  of Members, 30 
Speaker, 1 4, 20-2 1 
Votes and Proceedings, 38-39 
witnesses, summoning of, 362 
writs, 2(d) 

vacancy in office, 24 

Clerk of the Main Committee­
duties in regard to Minutes of 
Proceedings, 279 

Closu re-
debate of, by reply, 68 
election-

Deputy Speaker, 1 3(!), 228(1) 
Second Deputy Speaker, 1 3(1), 

228(!) 
Speaker, 1 2(!) 

interrupt ion of debate, 84 
member, of, 94 
question, of, 93 

Committee, Main, see "Main 
Committee" 

Committee reports--
Main Commi ttee, considered by , 270 
place in routine of business for 
presentat ion and consideration , I O  I ,  
1 02A, 1 02C 

precedence to debate on , I 02C 
statements upon presentation , 1 028 
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Committees 
see "Addresses", "Committees, 
Joint", "Committees, operation of', 
"Committees, Select", "Committees, 
Standing", "General pu rpose 
standing committees", "House 
Committee", "Library Committee", 
"Main Committee", "Priv i leges 
Committee", "Procedure 
Commi ttee", "Publications 
Committee" and "Selection 
Committee" 

and see resolutions of the House 
p. 1 1 0 

Committees, Joint­
appointment, 357 
bi l l s  refen-ed to, 36 1 
members-

appointment of, 359 
number of, 357 

quorum, 358 
reports, 360 

Committees, operation of­
adjournment, 337, 339 
appointment, 323, 333 
audio visual or audio l inks, use of, 
339 

bi l l s, refen-ed to, 2 1 7A, 2 1 7B ,  22 1 ,  
333 

chair, 336--8, 340, 343-4, 348-9, 
352, 363 

conferences with Senate committees, 
328(c), 342, 369 

Deputy and Second Deputy Speaker 
on, 33 1 , 334 

deputy chair, election of, 336 
dissenting report, 349, 352 
division, 343 
documents, 340, 343, 346, 354 
evidence-

audio visual or audio l inks, hearing 
by, 339 

by officers, 365-6, 368B 
in camera, 339, 344, 345 and see 

resolut ions of the House p. l I O  
protection of witnesses, 367 
publication, 346 and see 

resolutions of the House p . 1 1 2 
instructions to, 302 

INDEX 

1 24 

Committees, operation of­
continued 
meetings and sittings, 339 
members-

appointment of, 333 
change reported by Speaker, 333 
charge against, 364 
discharge of, 333 
leave of absence, 36 
names recorded, 337 
pecuniary interest, 335 
presence of, 345 
supplementary, 324(c), 333 
witnesses as, 363, 366 

minutes, 343, 353 
papers, 340, 343 , 346 
petitions, reference to, 1 30 
power to call for witnesses and 
documents, 340 

previous committees, power to use 
records, 34 l 

protest, 349, 352 
quorum, 337 
record of proceedings, 343 
reports-

alternative draft, 350 
chair signature, 352 
consideration, 349 
dissenting, 349, 352 
draft-

alternative, 350 
consideration, 349 
preparation, 348 
reconsiderat ion, 35 1 

premature publication, 346 
presentation, I 02, 353, 356, 360 
printing, 353-4, 360 
progress, 34 7 
protest or dissent, 349, 352 
publication authorised, 353, 360 
reconsideration, 35 1 
Speaker may give directions for 

circulation, 353 
secretary, 337, 340, 343, 362 



Committees, operation of­
continued 

Senate committee, conference with, 
328(c), 342, 369 

Speaker on, 326-7, 334 
subcommittees, appointment of, 338 
visitors, admission of, 344 
witnesses, see "witnesses" 
and see "Addresses", "Committees, 
Joint", "Committees, Select", 
"Committees, Standing", "General 
purpose standing committees", 
"House Committee", "Library 
Committee", "Main Committee", 
"Privileges Committee", "Procedure 
Committee", "Publications 
Committee", and "Selection 
Committee" 

and see resolutions of the House 
p . 1 1 0 

Committees, Select­
appointment, 355 
bi l ls referred to, 22 1 
report, 356 

Committees, Standing­
annual reports, reference to, 324(b) 
appointment-

commencement of each 
Parliament, at, 323 

general purpose, 324 
House, 327 
Library, 326 
Members ' Interests, 329 
Privi leges, 325 
Procedure, 330 
Publ ications, 328 
Selection, 33 1 

Auditor-Genera l ' s  reports-
Public Accounts and Audit, Joint 

Committee of, notified, 324(b) 
reference to, 324(b) 

bi l l s  referred to, 2 1 7A, 2 1 7B ,  333 
Commons, House of, practice to be 

observed, I 
Communications, see "Messages" 
Communications, Transport and 

the Arts, Standing Committee, 
324(a)(ii) 

INDEX 

125 

Conference between committees 
of both Houses, 342 

Conference with Senate, 250, 373-
384 

Constitution, bill altering, 263 
Contempt, see "Privi lege" 
Count of the House, see "Divisions" 

and "Quorums" 
Count-out-

House adjourned, 4 1 ,  44---46 
resumption of proceedings after, 90, 
285 

Custody-
Members and strangers taken into, 
3 1 1  

Votes and Proceedings, records, etc. , 
of, 39 

Customs tariff-
bi l l ,  speech time l imit, 9 1  
resolution declared urgent, 92(b) 

Days and hours of meeting­
House, 40 
Main Committee, 273, 274, 274A 

Debate-
abuse of orders or fonns of House, 86 
addressed to Speaker, 59 
adjournment, 48A, 87-89, 274A 
al lotment of time, l imitation of, 9 1 -
92 

al l usion to----­
fonner debate, 7 1  
Senate, 72 

anticipation, 82 
call of Chair, 6 1 ,  88 
closure of, 1 2(/), 68, 92(g ), 93 
conclusion of, question put, 69, 1 65 
count-out, interrupted by, 90 
curtai lment of, 9 1-92 
discussion of matter of public 
importance, 63, I 07 

disorderly words, 78 
documents quoted from, 32 1 
explanation-

personal, 64 
speech, of, 65-66 

Debate-continued 
extension of time for speech, 9 1  



Governor-General, references to, 74 
imputations, 76 
interruption of, 48A, 84, I 04A, I 06, 
274, 274A 

irrelevance, 8 1 ,  85 
Judiciary, references to, 75 
limitation of (guil lotine), 92 
matters not open to, 86 
Members-

"be further heard" motion, 85 
"be now heard" motion, 6 1  
closure of, 94 
not speaking, behaviour of, 55 
references to, 80 
rising together, 6 1  
unable to stand, 60 

misrepresentation, 65---06 
obstructing business, 86 
offensive words, 75, 77-78 
order-

abuse of order or forms, 86 
division,  in, 205-206 
Main Committee, in, 280, 282 
Member may raise point at any 

time, 98 
Member rising may speak to, 63 
question or point of order­

division, in, 205-206 
Member called resumes seat, 99 
Member may be interrupted to 

raise, 84 
precedence to, 98 
Speaker gives ruling, 99 

order in, rules, 52-58 
order maintained by Speaker and 
Chair, 52, 280 

personal explanation, 64---06 
personal reflections, 76 
petitions, no reference to, 1 24 
point of order, see "Debate-order" 
previous debates, references to, 7 1 -
72 

privi lege matter, 63 , 84, 95-97A 
quarrels, 79 
Queen, references to, 74 

INDEX 

Debate-continued 

1 26 

question under discussion, reading of 
83  

questions seeking infonnation, not to 
be debated, 1 44 

references to--
debates or proceedings, 7 1  
Members, 80 
Senate proceedings, 72 

reflections on­
Members, 77 
vote of House, 73 

relevancy-
adjournment of House motion, 8 1  
appropriation bills, 8 1  
Deputy Speaker and Second 

Deputy Speaker, election, l 3(d) ,  
22B(d) 

explanation of words, 66 
persistent irrelevance, 85 
previous debate, 7 1  
reply of mover of substantive 

motion, 67 
Senate proceedings, 72 
Speaker election, l 2(d) 
subject matter under discussion, 8 1  
supply bills, 8 1  

repetition, tedious, 85 
reply, 1ight of, 65 , 67---08 
resumption of, 88, 90, 286 
right to speak, 63 
ruling of Speaker, 99-100 
seconder of motion, 70 
Senate debates, references to, 72 
Speaker, duties of, see "Speaker" 
speaking twice, 65 
speeches, manner and right, 59-85 
statutes, references to, 75 
subject matter, 8 1-83 
tedious repetition, 85 
time-

limitation of debate (gui l lotine), 92 
time l imits, 91  

Delegation reports--
vote of House, reflections on, 73 



place in routine of business for 
presentation and consideration, JO 1 ,  
1 02A 

precedence to debate on, J 02C 
statements upon presentation, IO I ,  

1 02B 
Deputy Clerk, 23-24, 1 1 3 ,  372 
Deputy Speaker-

absence, 1 5  
absence of Speaker, 1 4  
appointment, 1 3 , 22B 
bi l ls, corrections in, 24 1 
committees-

member of, 334 
Selection Committee, member of, 

33 I (b) 

House, meeting of fixed by, 22 
Main Committee-

meeting of fixed by, 273 
takes chair of, 1 3A, 273 

messages, signs, 370 
takes chair of House, when requested 
by Speaker, 1 7  

Disagreement between Houses, 
see "Conference with Senate" 
and see Joint S.O. II, ill 

Discharge of orders, I 9 I 
Disobedience to orders of House, 

309 
Disorder­

gal leries, in, 3 1 0 
grave, in House, 308 
Main Committee, in, 280, 282 
Member, by, 303 , 306 

Dissent-
from rul ings­

Speaker, I 00 
recorded, I 93, 204 
to report of committee, 349 

Dissolution, meeting after, 2 
Distinguished visitors, 3 1 2  
Divisions--

bells  rung, 1 99, 203A 
cal l  for, I 68, 1 92 

INDEX 

Divisions-co11tinued 

1 27 

call of more than one Member 
required, 1 93 

casting vote-
chair, committee, 336 
Speaker, 2 1 0  

confusion in, 203B, 208 
deferred on sitting Mondays, 1 93 
dissent of one Member, 1 93 
doors locked, 200 
errors in, 203B ,  208 
Main Committee, division not 
possible, 276 

Members-
call ing for, I 93, 1 95 
counted, 203 
divide, 20 1 
four or fewer, 204 
names taken, 203 
pecuniary interest, 1 96 
seats-

to be within, I 97 
to remain in and vote, 202 

vote of, 1 94-1 96, 202 
mistakes in records, 209 
point of order during, 205-206 
question decided by, 1 68 ,  1 92 
question stated, 20 I 
quorum, want of, 44, 284 
recorded in Votes and Proceedings, 
207, 209 

result declared, 203, 204 
Senators, withdrawal of, 1 98 
Speaker's casting vote, 2 1 0  
Speaker's opinion chal lenged, 1 68, 

1 92 
strangers, withdrawal of, 1 98 
successive, 203A, 203B 
tel lers, 20 I ,  203A 
voice, voting in agreement with, 1 94 

Documents, see "Papers and 
Documents" 

Doors of the Chamber, 48, 1 99-
200 



INDEX 

Economics, Finance and Public 
Administration, Standing 
Committee, 324(a)(i i i )  

Election of-
Acting Speaker, 1 5  
Deputy Speaker and Second Deputy 
Speaker, 1 3 , 22B 

new Speaker to fil l vacancy, 1 2(a), 
20-2 1 

Speaker, 2(e), 1 2  
Eleven o'clock rule, 1 03 
Employment, Education and 

Workplace Relations, Standing 
Committee, 324(a)(iv) 

Environment and Heritage, 
Standing Committee, 324(a)(v) 

Errors, clerical or typographical, 24 1 
Evidence, premature publication, 

346 
Explanations-­

conduct of Member, 309 
personal, 64 
words, of, 65-6 

Explanatory memorandum, 2 1 5  
Extensions of time for speeches, 

9 1  
Family and Community Affairs, 

Standing Committee, 324(a)(vi) 
Financial procedures, 29 1-3 
Formal business, 7 
Galleries--

admission to, 3 1 2  
misconduct in, 3 1 0  

General purpose standing 
committees--
annual reports, reference to, 324(/J) 
appointment, 324(a) 
areas of responsibility, 324(/J) 
Auditor-General 's reports-

Public Accounts and Audit, Joint 
Committee of, notified, 324(/J) 

reference to, 324(/J) 
bi l ls , refmed to, 2 l 7A-2 1 7B, 333 
and see "Committees, operation of' 

General rule for conduct of 
business, 1 

Government business-

1 28 

order, 1 05- 1 06 
precedence, I 04 

Governor-General-
Address in Reply, 8, 9 
addresses presented, 3 1 7-3 1 8  
addresses to, 393,  396-397 
addresses to Royal Fami ly, 395 
amendments to bi l l ,  proposed by, 
266-269 

assent to bills, 265 , 269, Joint S.O. I, 
m 

declares causes of cal ling Parliament 
together, 2(g) 

Deputies appointed by, 2(/J), 5 
messages from, 294-298 
opening speech, 2(g), 6-8 
papers-

involving Royal Prerogative, 3 1 7  
presented by command, 3 I 9 

presentation of-
bills for assent, 265, 269 
Speaker, 2(g), 1 2(0), 1 2(p) 

proclamation, 2-3 
references to--

in debate, 74 
to apply to Administrator, I I A  

Grave disorder, 308 
Grievance debate, 1 O I ,  I 06 
Grossly disorderly conduct, 306 
''Guillotine", 92 
Hansard-

replies to questions printed in, 1 50 
and see resolutions of the House 
p. 1 02 

Hours of meeting­
House, 40 
Main Committee, 273, 274, 274A 

House Committee, 327 
House of Commons, practice to be 

observed, I 
House Monitoring System, see 

resolutions of the House p. l 06 

.J 
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INDEX 

Houses- Matter of special interest, I 08 
disagreement between, Joint S.O. II, Meeting of House-
ill fixed by Deputy Speaker, 22 

re ferences to, 75 motion by Mini  ter, 5 1  
Industry, Science and Resources, times of, 40 

Standing Committee, 324(a)(vi i )  Member 
Instructions to committees, 299- absence, leave of, 35-37 (and see 

302 Constitution s. 38) 
Irrelevance in debate, 8 1 ,  85 affirrnation by, 2(d) 
Joint committees, see "Committees, arrest of, 3 1  I 

Joint" attendance ordered by House, 309 
Joint sitting (under Constitution attendance record of, 3 1  

s. 57)-- charges against, before committee, 
appointment of chair, Joint S.O. II 364 
presentation of bi l ls, Joint S.O. ill closu re of, 94 

Joint standing orders, Chapter committees, admission to, 345 
XXXII custody, taken into, 3 1 1 

Judiciary, references to, 75 debate, conduct in and manner and 
Leave of absence, 35- 37 (and see right of, see "Debate" 

Constitution s. 38) disobedience, wilful ,  309 
Leave of House, I I 1 d isorderly conduct, 303 
Legal and Constitutional A ffairs, divis ions, rights and obl igations 

Standing Committee, 324(a)(vi i i )  during, 1 93- 1 97, 200, 202, 203B 
Library Committee, 326 grossly diso rderly conduct, 306 
Limitation of debate or speeches, Interests-

1 2(e) ,  1 3(e) , 22B(e) , 9 1 - 92 Committee of, 329 
Mace, 1 2(11 )  Register of, 329 
Main Committee, 270--286 and see resolutions of House p . 1 1 4 

adjournment of, 274, 274A, 276 leave of absence, 35-37 (and see 

bi l ls, 2 1 7A, 2 1 7B ,  2 1 7D Constitution . 38) 

bus iness, 270, 275 Main  Commi ttee , members of, 27 1 

Chai r, 1 3A,  1 9  naming of, 303 , 306 

Deputy Speaker, 1 3A, 273 oath , 2(d) 

di so rder, 282 offensi ve references to, 75 

divi ion , not possible, 276 ordered to attend to answer for 
conduct, 309 meetings of, 273 ,  274 

personal or pecuniary interest, 1 96, mem bers of, 27 1 335  
minutes of, 279 quarrels between, not allowed , 79 
quorum of, 272, 285 referred to by name of electoral 
referral to, 2 17A, 2 1 7B ,  270, 275 division, 80 
report from, 234-236A rol l , 30 
ru les, 280 seats in Chamber, 3 2-34 
Second Deputy Speaker, 1 3 B selection by ballot, 390--392 
suspension of, 282, 285, 286 Members-co11ri11ued 
u nresolved questions, 270, 276, 277 Serjeant-at-Arrns, removed by, 306 

Matter of public importance, 1 O I ,  strangers, admission of, 3 1 5 
1 07 
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suspension of, 304-305 adjournment of debate, 87 
sworn in, 2(d) adjournment of House, 48A, 50 
withdrawal from House, 42, 47, al lotment of time, 92 
304A, 306 anticipation of other business, 1 63 

witnesses, as, 363-364, 368A bi l ls, for, see "Bil ls" 
Members' Interests- business, to obstruct, 86 

Committee of, 329 business of the day, to cal l on, I 07 
Register of, 329 cal led on and not moved, 1 59 
and see resolutions of House p. 1 1 4  censure, 1 1 0 

Members' statements- closure-
3 minute, 275A debate, of, 93 
90 second, I 06A Deputy and Second Deputy 
place in routine of business, I O  I ,  Speaker, election, 1 3(.f), 22B(f) 
275A Member, of, 94 

Messages- Speaker, election, 1 2(.f) 
amendment to bil l ,  297 condolence, vote of, 1 57 
announcement of, 294 contradictory, 233, 278 
appropriation, recommending, 292, debate on, not allowed, 86 
295-298 declaration of urgency, 92 

Deputies of Governor-General , from, disallowed, I 69 
2 dissent from Speaker's ruling, I 00 

Governor-General to House for formal, 7 ,  1 0  
opening, 4 general business, priority to, I 09 

House to Senate, 369-37 1 leave of absence, for, 35 
Senate requests or amendments, for, meeting of House, for next, 5 1  
298 

Member fai ling to move, 1 59 
Senate to House, 372 
transmitting bil ls, 243, 247-248, 

Member giving notice, absent, 1 58 

250-25 1 , 254, 256-258, 262, 264 moving of-

Ministerial statements- second time, 1 64 

Senate, made in, references to, 72 without argument or opinion, 86 

time for, I O  I not called on, 1 56 

Ministers-
not moved, 1 59 
notices of-

documents quoted from, 32 1 alteration of, 1 39 
papers-motion to print, or take note amendment by Speaker, 1 37 of, 322 
questions to, 1 42 anticipation of other business, 1 63 

response to petition, 1 32 division of, 1 36 

seats, 32 giving of, 1 33-1 35 

Misrepresentation of speech, 65-
government business, order of, I 05 

66 irregular, 1 37 

Money bills, 29 1 -293 not required, when, 1 54 

Motions-
operation of, I 4 1  

absence, for leave of, 35 Motions-continued 
notices of--continued 

Motions-continued order on Notice Paper, 1 35 
absence of Member in charge of, 1 58 postponement of, I 38  
addresses, for, 3 1 8  

1 30 

·. 



signatures required, 1 33- 1 34 
tenn of certai n notices reported to 

House, 1 33 
time for dealing with, I O  I 
unbecoming or offensive, 1 37 
waiver of, 1 59 
withdrawal of, 1 04B, 1 40 
writing, in, 1 33 

papers-
p1int or take note of, 322 
production of, 3 1 6 

pecuniary interest, 1 96 
petitions, on , 1 3 1 - 1 32 
postponement of, 1 55, 1 5 8- 1 59 
precedence of, 1 55- 1 5 7 
priv i lege, matter of, 95-96 
procedu ral ,  debate not allowed, 86 
question concerning, 1 43 
question from Chair on , 1 6 1  
requiring notice, 1 54 
same question, 1 69 
seconding, 1 60, 1 72 ,  1 7  4, 232 
special interest, matter of, I 08 
substantive, rep ly al lowed, 67 
superseded , 1 64  
suspension of-

Member, 304 
stand ing and other o rders , 399-400 

vote of thanks, 1 57 
want of confidence, 1 1 0 
wi thdrawal of, 1 08 ,  1 5 8- 1 59, 1 62 
without notice, 1 54 

Naming of Member, 303 ,  306 

New business, I 03 

Newspapers, complaint of breach of 
priv i lege founded on, 97 

Notice Paper-
business set down on, I OOA 
government bus iness on, a1rnnged 

by Ministers, I 05 

Notice Paper--continued 
notice 

amendment of, 1 37 ,  1 39 
not cal led on, 1 04B, 1 56 
order of, on, 1 35 

INDEX 
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publ icat ion on, 1 54 
pr ivate Members ' ,  28D, 1 04A, 

1 04B 
removed, I 04B 
withdrawal from, 1 58 

orders of the day-
not called on, 1 90 
precedence of, 1 89 

questions, order of, on, 1 49 
restoration to, of lap ed bi l l ,  264 

Notice of rescission of resolu tion 
or vote, 1 70 

Notices of motion, see "Motions-
notices of ' 

Oaths, taken by Members, 2(d) 

Obeisance to Chai r, 56 

Objection to ruling, I 00 

Objectionable words, 303 

Obstruction of business-
certai n proposals, by , 86 
Member, by , 303 

Offensive words, 75 , 77- 78  

Officers of House, see "Clerk 
Ass istant", ' ·C t erk of the House", 
' "C lerk of the Main Committee", 
"Depu ty Clerk", "Se rjean t -at- Arrns" 
and "Witnesses" 

Opening of­
new session , 3 
Parl iament, 2 

Order, see "Debate-order " 

Orders of the day-
antic ipation of discussion of, 82, 1 44, 

1 63 
defin i tion,  1 88 
d ischarge of, 1 9 1  
government business, o rder of, I 05 
grievance debate, for, I 06 
not cal led on, I 04B, 1 90 
peti tion relating to, 1 1 4 
postponement, 1 89 

Orders of the day--conti1 1ued 
precedence, 1 89 
t ime for deal ing with ,  I O I  

Orders of the House-­
disobedience to, 309 
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INDEX 

suspension of, 399--4-00 
Papers and documents­

committee, endorsement, 343 
custody, 39 
ministerial , procedures for tabling, 
see resolutions of the House p.99 

motion to take note of, 322 
ordered by House, 3 1 6  
presentation of, I O  1- 102, 3 1 9  
printing of, 322 
publication authorised, 320 
Publications Committee, reference to, 
28 

quoted from, 32 1  
recorded in Votes and Proceedings, 
3 1 9 

return to departments, 39 
Royal Prerogative, concerning, 3 1 7  

Parliament­
new, meeting of, 2 
new session, commencement of, 3 
opening by-

Govemor-General , or Deputies, 2-
6 

Queen, 1 1  
and see "Addresses--Govemor­
General ' s  Speech", "Committees, 
Standing" and "Speaker, election 
of' 

Parliamentary Secretaries, 275A 
and see resolutions of the House p.98 

Pecuniary interest, 1 96 and see 
resolutions of the House p. I 14  

Personal­
explanation, 64-66 
interest, in committee inquiry, 326 
reflections, 76 

Petitions­
announcement, I 1 8  
certificate by Clerk or Deputy Clerk, 

I 1 8  
general ru les, 1 1 2- 1 20 

Petitions-continued 
preparing, 1 1 2- 1  1 4  
presentation, time for, I O  I 
reference-

1 32 

by Clerk to Minister responsible, 
1 20 

to committee, 1 19 
response by Minister, 1 20 
signatures, 1 1 4 

Places of Members, 32-34 
Point of order, 63, 84, 98-99, 205-

206, 280-28 I 
Postponement of­

business, 92(!) 
clauses, 226, 230 
motion, 1 55 
notice of motion, 1 38 
order of the day, 1 89 
Senate amendments to House bi l l ,  
consideration of, 245 

title and preamble of bil l ,  225 
Practice of House of Commons, 

resort to, 1 
Prayers, 43 
Primary Industries and Regional 

Services, Standing Committee, 
324(a)(ix) 

Private Members' business­
accorded priority, 33 1 
place in routine of business, 1 0  I 
precedence of government business, 

1 04 
procedure, 1 04A 
withdrawal, I 04B 
and see resolutions of the House 
p . 1 00 

Privilege-
complaint of breach of, reference to 
Committee, 325 

matters-
precedence to, 96 
raising of, 63, 84, 95, 97, 97 A 

newspaper, book, etc., complaint 
against, 97 

Privileges Committee, 
95, 97 A, 325 and see resolutions of 
the House p. I 1 3  

Procedure Committee, 330 
Proceedings-

.. 



broadcasting, conditions for 
broadcasters, see resolutions of the 
House p. 1 09 

Hansard, authority to record see 
resolutions of the House p. I 02 

resumption of, after count-out, 90 
286 

' 

Proclamation calling Parliament 
2, 3 

' 

Proroga!ion, resumption of, 
proceedmgs on lapsed bi l ls , 264 

Public Accounts and Audit Joint 
Committee of, notified, 324(/J) 

Public importance, matter of­
procedure, 1 07 
time for discussion, 1 O 1 

Publications Committee, 328 
Quarrels in debate, 79 
Queen, Her Majesty The-

addresses to, 393-395 
Parliament, opens, 1 1  
references to, 74 

Questions from the Chair­
adjoumment, 48A 
amendments, see "Amendments• ·  
"Be now put" ( c losure) 1 2([) J 3(f) 
93 

' ' ' 

Clerk puts, I 2(f), 1 5  
compl icated, division of, 1 66 
debate not allowed, 86 
decided-

by division, 1 68 
by voices, I 67 
in Main Committee, 276 
when debate concluded, 1 65 

declaration of urgency, 92 
divided upon, 1 68 ,  1 92 
negatived, if numbers equal, 1 2(/) 
petitions, on, 1 3 1  
proposed to House, 1 6 1  
put-

fo1thwith, 86 
when debate concl uded, 1 65 
when time allotted expi red, 92(e) 

Questions from the Chair­
cominued 
read if required, 83 

INDEX 
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requisite, 92(e) 
same question, 1 69 
unresolved, 276, 277, 234-236A 

Questions seeking information­
alteration of, 1 4  7 
answers to, 1 45- 1 46, 1 50 
anticipating discussion, 1 44 
delay in reply, 1 50 
form and content rules, 1 44, 1 53 
Hansard, replies printed in, 1 50 
inadmissible, 1 44, 1 46, 1 53 
Members, to, other than Ministers or 
Assistant Ministers, 1 43 

Ministers, to, 1 42 
notice, on, 1 48 
order on Notice Paper, 1 49 
persons, regarding, 1 53 
renewal of, 1 46 
replies to, 1 50 
Speaker, addressed to, 1 52 
supplementary, 1 5 1  
time for, 1 0 1  
types of, 1 42 
without notice, 1 42, 1 5 1  
written answers, 1 42, 1 50 

Quorum-
debate interrupted by want of 90 
286 

' ' 

number required­
committee, 337 
election Acting Speaker, 1 5  
House, I 5 ,  4 1  and footnote 

number required-continued 

joint committee, 358 
Main Committee, 272 

want of­
committee, in, 337 
division, in, 44 
Main Committee, in, 285 
noticed by Member, 45 
Speaker, action by, 44-45 
time of meeting, at, 4 1  

Member speaking interrupted, 84 
Quorum--continued 

Members not to leave Chamber 42 
47 

' ' 



INDEX 

Reasoned amendments, see 
"Bil ls-second reading­
amendment" 

Reasons-
casting vote, 2 1 0  
Senate amendments to-­

House bil ls , 248 
Senate bil ls, 258 

Reconsideration of b ill, 236B 
Records-

Acts assented to, Joint S.O. I. 
Committees, of, 343 
Members ' Interests, Register of, 329 
Minutes of Proceedings of Main 
Committee, 279 

Votes and Proceedings, etc., 38, 39, 
279 

Relevancy of-
amendments, 1 73 
amendments in bills, 220, 228, 246, 
26 1 

clauses of bills, 2 1 3  
committee instructions, 300 
debate, 66-67, 7 1-72, 8 1 ,  85, 228 
election of Deputy and Second 
Deputy Speaker, l 3(d), 22B(d) 

e lection of Speaker, l 2(d) 
notices of motion, parts of, 1 36 
petitions, statements in, 1 25 

Reply, right of-
citizens, see resolutions of House 
p. 1 1 7 

debate, in, 65, 67-68 
Report of-

bil l  from Main Committee, 234-
236A 

Committee of Members ' Interests, 
329 

committees, 1 02, 349, 353-354, 356 
conference, 384 
disorder in Main Committee, 52, 280, 
282 

division, error in, 208-209 
joint committees, 360 

Report of--continued 

message from Senate, 372 
select committees, I 02, 356 

134 

Rescission of resolution, 1 70 
Resolutions-

rescission of, 1 70 
Senate, for, 37 1 

Roll of Members, 30 
Royal Assent, 265 , 269, Joint S .O. I , 
m 

Royal Family, address to, 394-395 
Royal Prerogative, paper 

concerning, 3 1 7  
Rulings, Speaker's, 99- 1 00, 206 
Same question, 1 69 
Seats-

distinguished visitors, for, 3 1 2  
Members 

Chamber, in, 32-34 
to resume, 53 ,  99 
to take, 58 ,  20 1-202 

Ministers, 32 
Second reading of bills, see "Bills" 
Second speech, 65 
Seconding-

amendments, 1 72, 1 74,  232 
consideration in detail, 232 
dissent from Speaker's ruling, 1 00 
election of Deputy and Second 
Deputy Speaker, 1 3(a) 

election of Speaker, 1 2(a) 
motion, 1 60 
notice of motion, 1 33 
seconder may speak later, 70 

Select committee, see 

"Committees, Select" and 
"Committees, operation of' 

Selection Committee­
appointment, 33 l (a) , 33 1 (h) 

general principles, 33 I ( c) 

quorum, 33 1 (j) 

reports, 33 1 (c) , 33 1 (e) 

and see resolutions of the House 
p . l 00 

Senate-
bi l ls-proceedings on, see "Bil ls" 
communication with, 369 
conference between committees, 342 
conferences with, 250, 373-384 

-: 



disagreement with, Joint S.O. II, III 
joint committees, 357, 359 
messages-

from, 372 
to, 370 

offensive words against, 75 
officers as witnesses, 365 
references to proceeding , 72 
Senators-

admission to Chamber, 3 1 2  
withdrawal, 198 
witnesses, as ,  365 

Serjeant-at-Arms-
acts upon orders from Chair, 306 
del ivers messages to Senate, 370 
takes into custody-

Member, 3 1 1 
stranger, 3 I I 

Session, new, opening of, 3 
Sessional orders, suspension of, 

399-400 
Sitting and adjournment of 

House-
adjoumrnent-

absence of Speaker, Deputy 
Speaker and Second Deputy 
Speaker, 1 5  

by resolution, 49-50, 8 1  
grave disorder, 308 
want of quorum, 4 1 ,  44-46 

days and hours of meeting, 40 
next meeting, motion to fix, 5 1  
suspended-

election, Speaker, Deputy Speaker 
and Second Deputy Speaker, 
2(g), 1 2(/), 1 2(0), 1 3(i), 22B(k) 

grave disorder, 308 
Sitting, Joint, Joint S.O. II, III 

Speaker-
absence of, 1 4-1 5 
Acting Speaker, 1 4  
Address i n  Reply presented by, 9- 1 0  
addresses presented by, 395-398 

INDEX 

1 35 

adjourns House, 4 1 ,  44-46, 48A, 308 
arrests, reports, 3 1  I 
bi l ls ,  presents for assent, 265, 269 
cal ls Members to speak, 6 1  
casting vote, I 3( i), 2 1 0  (and see 
Constitution s. 40) 

Chair-
left by, 272-274 
resumed by, 234, 282-284, 304 

committees-
determines areas of responsibi l ity, 

324(/J) 
member of, 326-327 , 334 
report, gives directions for printing 

and circulation, 353, 360 
determines question on­

anticipation, 82 
obstructive motions, 86 
offensive or disorderly words, 78 
priv i lege, 96 
public importance matter, I 07 
same question, 1 69 

divisions, duties, 1 65,  1 68 , 1 92, 20 1 ,  
203-204, 206, 209-2 1 0  

election of-
new Parl iament, 2(e) 
procedure, 2(1), 1 2  
vacancy, 20-2 1 

Govemor-General-
attends to hear speech, 4 
presentation to, 2(g), 1 2(0), 1 2(p) 
presents Address in Reply, 9 
reports speech, 8 

heard without interruption, 53 
intervenes in debate, 77 
Member-

discontinue speech, di rects, to, 85 
names, 303 , 306 
orders withdrawal ,  306 
summons to attend, 363 

Speaker---conti11Ued 
messages, signs and reports, 370, 
372, 398 

notices of motion, 1 36- 1 37 
order maintained by, 52 

s 



papers, 3 1 9  
prayers read by, 43 
Privi leges Committee, referral of 
matters to, 97 A 

question-
decision on, announces, 1 68 
proposed by, l 06, 1 6 1  
put by, 92(e), 1 06, 165 ,  304 
read by, 83 
stated by, 20 I 

questions seeking infonnation­
alteration, 1 47 
delay in reply, writes to Minister, 

1 50 
supplementary, 1 5 1  

quorums, want of, action by, 4 1 ,  44--
48 

relief to, 1 7 ,  1 9  
ruling of-

after point of order, 99 
in division, 206 
objection to, 1 00 

seats of Members, 33  
sitting suspended by, 308 
Speaker' s  panel, nominates, 1 8  
strangers-

admits, 3 1 2  
orders withdrawal , 3 1 4  

tel lers appointed by, 20 1 ,  203A 
vacancy in office, 20-22 
Votes and Proceedings, etc . ,  removal, 
39 

witnesses, 363, 368A 
Speaker's panel, 1 8, 1 9  
Special interest, matter of, 1 08 
Speeches-

contents of and rules, see "Debate" 
time l imits, 9 1  

Standing committees, see 
"Committees, Standing" and 
"Committees, operation of' 

Standing orders­
duration, 402 
House of Commons practice, I 
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Joint (Ch XXXII}-
acts assented to, I 
disagreement between Houses: 

Joint sitting, II 
presentation of bil l ,  ill 

suspension of, 399---40 I 
Statements by Members-

3 minute, 275A 
90 second, I 06A 
place in routine of business, 1 0  I ,  
275A 

Statute-
papers, 3 1 9  
references to, 75, 77 

Strangers­
admission of, 3 1 2, 3 1 5  
arrest, 3 1 1 
chamber, in, 3 1 0  
Main Committee, in, 3 1 0  
misconduct in galleries, 3 1 0  
taken into custody, 3 1 1 
withdrawal of, 1 98 , 3 1 0, 3 1 4  

Supply bills, 8 1 , 220, 226, 29 1 -292 
Suspension of-

Main C01runittee, 282, 285, 286 
Members, 304-307 
s i tting, 2(g), 1 2(1), 1 2(0), 1 3 (k), 308 
standing, sessional and other orders, 
399---40 1 

Tariff-
resolution declared urgent, 92(h) 
time limit on bill, 9 1  

Taxation bills or  proposals, 29 1 ,  
293 

Tedious repetition, 85 
Tellers, see "Divisions" 
Thanks, vote of, 1 57 
Third reading of bills, see "Bills" 
Time-

al lotment of, l imitation of debate, 92 
extension of, for speeches, 9 1  

' . ,. 

-. 
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Time-continued 

Limits-
debates and speeches, 9 1  
Deputy and Second Deputy 

Speaker, election, 1 3(b), 1 3(e), 
22B(h), 22(e) 

Speaker, election, 1 2(b), 1 2(e) 
meeting of House, for, 40 

Title of bills, see "Bi l ls" 

Urgency, declaration of, allotment of 
time, 92 

Vacancy in office of­
Clerk, 24 
Deputy Speaker, 22A, 22B 
Second Deputy Speaker, 22A, 22B 
Speaker , 20-22 

Visitors, Committee, at, 344 

and see "Strange rs" 

Vote, casting-
chair commi ttee, 336 
Speaker, 1 3 (h), 22B(j) , 2 1 0  

Vote of House­
condolence, 1 57 
reflection on, 73  
rescission of, 1 70 
same, 1 69 
thanks, of, 1 57 
and see "Ballot" and "Divisions" 

Votes and Proceedings, 3 1 ,  3 8- 39, 
1 60, 1 74, 207 , 2 1 0, 279 

and see resol utions of the House 
p. 1 02

Want of confidence motion, 1 1 0 

Whip, 
Chief Govemment, 333 and see 
resol utions of the House p .98 

Chief Opposition, 33 3 
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Withdrawal of­
amendments, 1 80, 1 83 ,  250 
bi l l ,  i rregular, 2 1 4  
Member from-

Committee, 345 
House, 304A, 306 

motions, 1 08, 1 59, 1 62, 1 64 
notice of motion, I 40, I 59 
private Members ' business, 1 04B 
strangers, I 98, 3 1 0, 3 1 4, 337 

Witnesses--
audio visual or audio l inks, hearing 
by, 339 

bar, examined at, 368 
charges against Members, 364 
evidence, p remature publication of, 
346 

examination of, 368, 368A 
Members or officers of House as, 
363, 366, 368A, 368B 

protection of, 367 
recusant, 362 (b) 

refusal of Member to attend when 
summoned, 363 (b) 

Senators or officers of Senate, 365 
summons of, 340, 362-363 

Writs or copy writs, tab l ing of, 2 
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