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INQUIRIES

If you want to know more about these statistics ring Mr Ken Mitchell on Canberra (062) 
525411 or our State offices, or write to Information Services, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Belconnen 
A.C.T. 2616.

For copies of this publication contact Information Services, Canberra (062) 526627 or State 
offices

MAIN FEATURES

Exports of $1,640 million.

Imports of $1,277 million.

An excess of exports over imports of $363 million 
bringing the cumulative excess of exports for the first 
ten months of 1979-80 to $2,259 million. For the same 
period of 1978-79 the excess was $196 million. 

basis (i.e. charges and cxixmses involved in delivering the 
goods from the place of exportation to the place of 
introduction in Australia, are excluded). The value for 
duty is based on the normal price i.e. the price the good.s 
would fetch at the lime when duty becomes payable on 
a ''ale in the open market between a buyer and a seller 
independent of each other. In practice, the basis for 
valuation is generally taken to be the invoice price 
subject to certain safeguards and adjustments where 
necessary.

In the three months to April 1980, seasonally adjusted 
exports were 2.9% higher than in the preceding three 
months, whilst seasonally adjusted imports were 3.2% 
higher.

Excess of exports or imports
5. The statistics shown refer to the total value of

EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction
Die statistics of exports and imports for 

1979-80 shown in tliis publication are preliminary and 
subject to revision. More detailed monthly statistics will 
be published progressively as they become available.

exports and imports recorded during the periou 
specified. The excess of the value of exports or imports 
shown does not represent the balance of trade. Details of 
the balance of trade, which is the excess of exports or 
imports on a ‘balance of payments basis’, are given in the 
monthly publication [ialuHce of Payments (5301.0). 
Details of the adjustments made to total recorded 
exports and imports for balance cl payments purposes
arc set out in
Payments (5303.0),

the annual publication Bjlanee of

Source of data
Seasonal adjustment

2. These statistics are compiled by the Australian
6. In carrying out .seasonal adjustment of export

Bureau of Statistics from information contained in 
export and import entries submitted by exporters or 
importers, or their agents, to the Bureau of Customs as 
required by the Customs Act.

Statistical period

and import statistics account is taken not only of 
seasonal factors, but also of 'trading-day' ei feels (arising 
from the varying numbers of Sundays, Mondays, etc. in 
the month) and the inHuence of leister, which may 
affect figures for different months in different years. 
Details of the methods used in seasonally adjusting these
senes are

3. Exports and imports are recorded statistically in
given in Seast-nally AJ/usted /ndieators

the month in which the entries are passed by the Bureau 
of Customs. Normally, this is within a few days of 
shipment or discharge of cargoes, hut delays sometimes 
occur in the lodging of export entries and import entries 
may be lodged early using the check-to-arrive system.

(1308.0). The statistics arc also subject to large irregular
influences which arc not removed by seasonal
adjustment and m'^y he affected by changes in the 
composition of * xports and imports, for these reasons, 
particular care should be exercised in interpreting 
individual month-loinonth movements.

Valuation Related publications

4. Exports are valued at the f.o.b. Australian port 7.
of shipment equivalent of the actual price paid to the 
exporter. Goods sliipped on consignment are valued on 
the basis of current prices offering for similar goods of 
Australian origin in the country to which they are 
consigned. For imports the recorded value is the value 
for duty for Customs purposes (VFD). On 1 July 1976, 
Australia adopted the internationally recognised Brussels 
Definition of Value (BDV) on a free-on-board (f.o.b.)

Current publications produced by the ABS are
listed in Catalogue of Pithlications (llOl.O) wliicli is 
available free of charge from any ABS office.

Symbolsand other usages
8. Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies
may occur between sums oJ the component items and 
totals.

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician



Period

ORIGINAL

EXPORTS AND IMPORTS

SEASONALL Y ADJUSTED

Exports

$ million

% change from 
preceding 

period

Imports (a}

5 million

% change from 
preceding 

period

Excess of 
exports (+/ 

or imports (-/ 
S million

Exports imports

S million

% change from 
preceding

f million

-------------------- Excess of
% change from exports (+■)

preceding 
period

or imports (—) 
$ million

Ì97&n 
Ì97V13 
\913‘19

11,652
12,270
14,243

+20.9
+5.3

+16.1

10,411
11,167
13,752

+29.1

+23.1

+1,241
+1,103

+491

1978-79- 
December qtr 

October 
November 
December

March qtr 
January 
February 
March

June qtr 
April 
May 
June 

1979-80 -
September qtr 

July 
August 
September

December qtr 
October 
November 
December

March qtr 
January 
February 
March

June qtr — 
April

Thne months ended April

3.433 
1,137 
1,209 
1,088 
3.609 
1,303 
1,130 
1,176

1,248 
1,495 
1,406

4,078 
1,399 
1,299 
1,379 
4.576 
1,635 
1,679 
1,561 
5.005 
1,742 
1.655 
1.609

1,640
4.904

+19.6

+2.6

-1.6

Cumulative totals (d):
Ten months ended Apr. 1980
Ten months ended Apr. 1979

15,5 99 
11,342

+37.5
+12.3

3.434 
1,194 
1,206 

(b)l,034
3,407 
1,213 

(c)l,051
1,144

726 
1,120 
1,318 
1,288

Z654 
1,227 
1,325 
1,102 
4.013 
\A7f> 
1,371 
1,167 
4,.796 
1,621 
1.445 
1,331

1,277
4.052

13,340
11,146

+ 7.9

-0.8

+9.4

-1.9

+9.8

+9.5

+19.7 
+21.7

-57

+54
+202

+90 
+79 
+32

+423 
+128 
+177 
+118

+424 
+\72
-26 

+277 
+863 
+159 
+308 
+394 
+609 
+121 
+210 
+278

+363 
+852

+2,259 
+ 196

3.456 
1,145 
1,148 
1,163 
5,756 
1,253 
1,207 
1,276 
4.025 
1,251 
1,395 
1,378

4,088 
1,384 
1,245 
1,459 
4.S59 
1,584 
1,612 
1,662 
5.168 
\.hn 
1,697
1,794

1,604
5.095

15,719
11,493

+13.3

+8.1

+7.7

+18.9

+6.4

+2.9

+36.8
+12.3

3,408 
1,107 
1,141 
1,160 
5,444 
1,120 
1,133 
1,192

1,215 
1,249 
1,370

3.567 
1,135 
1,232 
1,200 
3.963 
\,347 
1.317 
1,299 
4,398 
1,492 
1,511
1,395

1,335 
4,241

13,263
11,193

+9.1 +48 
+33

+3 
+292 
+133
+74 
+84

+190 
+36

+146 
+8

-7.0 +521
+249

+11.1

+11.0

+259 
+896 
+237 
+295 
+363 
+770 
+185 
+186 
+399

+3.2
+269 
+554

+ 18.5 
+21.7

+2A36 
+300

(a) Freight and insurance payable on imports are not included. The total of these is estimated at approximately $1,527 million for the year ended June 1979. (b) 
Includes military aircraft valued at $37 million, (c) Includes military aircraft valued at $26 million, (d) Percentage change = latest period on same period for previous

Note, The above monthly series arc subject to large irregular fluctuations and particular care should be exercised in interpreting individual month-to-month 
movements.
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