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1.
LNTRODUCTION,

The Kimberley District is the northermmost portion of
Western Australia, It is bounded on the west by the Indian Ocean,
on the north by the Timor Sea, and on the east by the border-line
with the Northern Territory. (Long. 129° E.) Its southern boundary
is usually considered as Lat, 19° 30' S. Hereabouts the great inland
desert extends to the coast at Ninety Mile Beach, and creates some
sort of natural barrier between Kimberley and the rest of Western
iustralia, For the purposes of this stuly, the Kimberley District
will be taken to include Amoa Plains station on the west coast, and
Cregory 8 A A N L ) S W e
as the boundary betueen East Kimberley and the Northern Territory is
an artificial one, having no besis in the natural features of the
country, some pessing consideration willﬁgg r_pcoaaity be given to

that portion of the Victoria River district included in the hinter-

land of Wyndbam,
The dint.rict 1. litmtad 1n fho ggth of tho Hort.h-lloot

b g . ue B e T e o o h o ¥ TP

monsoons which prenil botw‘o.en' December and the end of March. It is

T R

thus usually assured of ‘& regular mr rainft].l, l.vomges ‘ranging

i W

from 15 inches in the southern portions to 50 inches on some cosstal :

areas, In the higher minfall country, tho natural grasses are

e . o B P

considered too rank and :lnsnfficiantly mtriuona to adnit o
successful grazing, mch of th:ls country, llorth Kinhorlay, is rnggod

and inhospitable, The highest chain of nomaim, tho nng Iaopold

A
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Range, with its offshoot, the Durack Range, coincides with the
thirty-inch isohyet, and practically marks the limit of successful
pastoral settlement. From the Leopolds flow two great rivers,the
Fitzroy and the Ord, in whose basins are centred most of the
stations, Further south and inland the influence of the monsoons
decreases, and beyond the fifteen-inch line is unsettled semi-
desert country, the presence of which cuts off the Kimberleys
into a separate self-contained unit,

During the "wet" season, which usually extends from
December to the end of March, temperatures and humidity are high,
especially on the coast, and living conditions are not the most
comfortable imaginable, The succeeding six months -- the "Ary" e
are characterised by fine,warm days and cool to cold nights, In
this season rainfall is rare, October and November are months of
rising temperatures, with dust-stom; culminating in a normal
season with the arrival of the first momsoons, If the monsoonal
rains are late or inadequate, this is locally regarded as excepte
ional. Compared to the rest of the North-West fastoral country,
the Kimberley Distriet has a generous and assured supply of rain,
and consequently, of natural waters.

The distriet is tihus suited to primary production. It
supports just under_hulf a million beef cattle, and a smilor, but
not inconsiderable, sheep industry, and is generally credited with
potentialities for tropical agriculture., The major industry of
the district has always been pastoral pursuits, end there is no




jmmediate indication of a change. In the first years of settlement ’

there was a gold rush at Hg;.ll'a Creek, wh:pch in many ways fore-

shadowed the pattern of develognent at 'Coql‘.gar‘d'ie and Kalgqorlie,

except in its untimely failure. Later, Broome mpxjpspg;fe{i on the

péarling industry, but 'ttlxi.s development was glqust entirely a matter

o of local importance, insofer as its influsnce on tho Fest of the

, district was c_onceﬁxed. _Simi]gr}y, little ‘¢9n‘§;m;i‘§y of »in‘t‘._er_ejsi} _

‘ exists between the iron_\ore-'mining.sg:t,t_lgx_n'ept_qn Cockatoo Island,
end any part of the district except the port of Derby, Therefore.
the development of these industries will be considered only with
relation to théi:_effect on the pastoral industry, the mainstay

o of the Kimberleys. ) L

~ Estimates of the suitahility of the dia‘crict for
successful pastoral deve!.o_pne;xt ‘ha‘v_*e_‘v‘a‘x}g_c} ‘y}delyh_ ffrpm} the gj:ldest
optinism to the most deeply damning pessimism, This thesis is
written from the star_xdpoint that, with ;nﬁgp;gg{:t busbandry,
pastoral pursuits can be followed in the diatrict su‘chc_:vegsiv‘uliuly,'

but that, except in certain favoured localities in the valleys,

the country is not suitable for small-sca.le developnant, or for

any more intensive type of 9ultimt§o9.- .. ;_Reqqargl; now being

undertaken mAy prove *l_:hat this estimate pg»e@gz;gyiaion, but

‘the evidence does not, as yot, appear conclusive. _'Ifha@;s;;'ict

- possesses two environmental drawbacks. _First, it is distant

from markets and supply centres, tmd secorﬁly, the condltions '

of living are those of s semi-tropical country. Part of the ]
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history of the Kiﬁberleys consists of the efforts made to
mitigate these drawbacks, both by private interests, and
by the governments responsible for the welfare of the
district. Consideration will also be given to the part
played by outside'financial institutions.

Some attempt will be mede to deseribe the_men
and women who wefe acfually concerned in the conduct of
the Kimberley pastdrglrindustry, but, in so doing, it vill

be necessary to discard Some of the colourful traditions

- propsgated by other writers on the district. Oral teaditicn

hag been accepted iny where no other evidence was availsble

on the matter in question, and where the informant has

checked from outside sources. In declining to rely to any
great extent on the tales of the oldtimers®, one does not
imply that they are all given to untrustworthy romancing.
Sometimes, 1ndeed,'their memoriss are far toco good. But,
in a work of this.sori, any claim to authority must rest
upon accurate documeniation.

The exploration of the district may be said

to bave cormenced as early as the ssventeenth century,

touched along the coast, without making any cxamination




5

of whatever hinterland lay behind these inhospitable shoreé.
William Dampier was the first to land, in his voyages of 1688
and 1699, at Roebuck Bay. His strictures upon the inhabitants
and climate are too well known to warrant repetition. If was
not until thirty years after the first settlenment of Australié
that the British Govermment, in 1818, sent Captain Phillip
Parter King, and Lieut;néht John Septirms Roe to make a series
of nautical surveys which included the coast of what is now
the Kimberley district., Their journeys added considerably to
exdisting khowledge of'thisrpart of the Australian coast, and
included the discovery of the Prince Regent and Roe Rivers.

Following the unsuccessful Melville Island establish-
rent of 1824, no official interest was shown in Horthern
Australia‘fof éoﬁé ?eéfs; éitﬁoﬁéh; Qith ﬁhe”eétéblishﬁeht‘df”
British rule over Vestern Australia by Captain Stirling, a clainm
wvas incidentally made to the district under consideration. In 1837,
however, vronpted by rﬁmours that Dutch merchants desired to
found "a second Singapore™ in Horthern Australia, the Colonial
ffice gérrisoﬁed Port Eésington in Arnhem Iapd, and also
‘cormissioned Captain Geérgd_Grey to explore the country between
the Horth and the Swan River Colony. During his travels,‘Grey
spent several weeks of the wet season of 1837-8 exmmining the
country around the mouths of the Prince Regent and the Glenelg,
a roﬁgﬁ éﬁdurﬁggéd.ﬁefrdin; »(fbahwhilé; Ziéufénént'8£okés;

in the "Beagle", discovered and named the Fitzroy). Despite




hard copditions, Grey reported himself impressed with some of
the patches of land about the Glenelg, and made experimental
plantations of breadfruit, coconuts, and cotton. It is swrmised
that, in so doing, inadvertently he introduced the cotton boll
(1)

weoevil. His account of the country' ‘was produced in 1841, at
a time of commercial depreséion, and no investors vere temptgd"
to the north-west of a colony which had already been the undoing
of Thomas Peel and the Australind venture. |

But with the passage of twenty years, the intro-
duétion of convicts and an'Iﬁperiai‘grantQin»aid gave Wgstern
bAustfélia étimulué iobéxpahd.» The'péstorﬁi induatry-movéd
steadily 6utuard. In 1862, Walter Padbury landed at Nicol Bay,

by the Gregory brothers the year before. New land regulations
were promulgated to encourage setilement in this area.(z) YHews
of these develgpments reached the eastern colonies of New Southv
Wales and Victoria, where the gold discoveries of the 'fifties
had rgleasgd larga reserves of surplus_cgpitgl forviﬁygstgent.
The small pasto:aligt,'hafaéséd by qloge: setﬁleméntkschemes,
and unable to imitate the bigger squatters who had the help

of the banks to consolidate their position by "dumying”,

1 1 Grey, Geo. : Journals of two expeditions of discovery in the
""" " Horth-West and Weatern Australia, during the
years 1837-8-9. (London, 2 vols., 1841).

2 : Government Gazette of Western Australia,,De¢GQber‘213&, 1862, %
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were being forced to the outskirts of settlement. _Thig;procegs
w;s hastening theApastoral devalopmgnt of Queensland, thq most
accessible and obvious field for enterprise 3 but the North-West
seemed to provide an alternative. In Melbourne, one William
Harvey remembered Grey's description of good country around
the Glenelg. By January 20th,1863, he had agreed with five
assocliates that each would send'ten.horses, 200 cattle,rgnd ‘
1,000 sheep %o Camden Harbour, near the mouth of the Glenelg,
and there imitate Padbury's example in founding a new area
for settlement. 7 | ‘
Meanwhile, a body of Western Australian pastoralists
had also had recourse to Grey's jqurnals, and were fired with

the idea of stocking the Glenelg country with sheep. In

of York, and B, Clarkson and J. Drummond of Toodyay equipped
the "Flying Fcan" to explore and report upon that neighbourhood.
A second expedition reéﬁlﬁed from the assertion of a convict,
Wildman, that he kneﬁ where gold was to be found on the norih-

west coast, By what may'not'have been a coincidence, Inspector

took an examination of the Camden Harbour area, the surly
convict Wildman being kept in irons as an insubordinate liar.

Meanwhile, in Melbourng, Harvey had gone ahead with

the formation of & Camden Harbour Association, of which he was -

treasurer, and had managed to induce a considerable number of
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Victorians %o com; énﬂ settle a district "without an equal

on the Continent of Australia,"(3) Carefully edited quotations
from Grey were published, in ghich all references'to the rugged
and difficult terrain were omhtted, and only tributes to the
bounteous fertility of the 8611 qlloved to remain., Such was
the response that Harvey was emboldened to go ahead with the
formation of another association, this time to settle‘the

Denison Plains, which hﬁd been sgen,and named by the Q:egorya

- vhile searching for Leichhardt in 1856. These lay along Sturt

Creek, near the Northern Territory border, and were separated
from the coast by four hundred miles of absolutely unknown -
country « but such a factor yorried neither Harvey nor his dupes,
| All attembts.at settlement failed. The Vict&rian
country, preparations ill-adapted to a Kimberley *wet", the
total loss of their sheep, and dissensions among the leading
settlers. Had 1%t not been for the work of Sholl, the Resident
Magistrate, the end of the settlement might have been more

disasterous than the ignominicus evacuation of September and

shareholders in the Denison Plains Association, settled in the
North-West cheep country. The Western Australian attempt at

e = P e D e A S o e TP 2 e TP O o (I NS 4 T WP M WS as S5 AT S5 e N AP U D B D VS G VS W S ok P D B A A S S D S WD ER e A e ES W T -

3 Descfiption of Camden Harbour, its climate and adjoining
Crawford, Prof. R.il. : Miscellansous mabordnl on Camden
Parbour settlement. (Archives of Western Australia,PR640)

1
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settlement, which was eventually centred ai Roebuck Bay, ended
in the murder of Inspector Panter and two companions by aborigines,

while exploring for an advance party, Maitland Brown and other

members of thekcompany,_having acquitted their honour by organ-
ising a punitive expedition; quitted the scens, and confined their
subsequent»investmsnté to the more accessible pastures along the

" Gascoyne and the Murchiécn. Méanuhile, in January and February 1866
Cowle examined the cogntfyrbetween Rosbuck Bay and:Nicol Bay, and
reported "three millign'aéres qf permanent grass®., Nobody was
tempﬁed. | _ N

| | The Kimberleyéfwere-left;ggtpuchsd during the 'sixtles

and ‘'seventies j; but.graaﬁally ﬁhe ontposts of settlement were
approaching the district from two directions. In the eastern

) colonies, pressure from the cities in the rear was forcing that o
cattleman further afield.. Grouing urban populations had to be
fed., In the inner diétricts.ciose to eity markets, the sheep-
farmer took over‘from the cattleman, and the small vheatgrowver,
encduraged'by wellwmaééiﬁg land iawa, endeavoured io taks over
from the pastoralist. The'older-settled lands came into the hands

of those who could command resources of capital. “DiSposed though |

the Crown 1essee would himself-be to save his run from the free
i

selector, he would often be unable to do so0, but for the assistance
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of his banker or'financial agent.“(Q) With the entry‘pf the
city fipancial hpuses, the banka,.gnd the stock agenciles, with
their head offices, ag_often as not, in Gpeat Britain, the leas
wealthy squatter had to move out to the open ranges, where
grazing entailed less heavy outlay, The 1mpulse_wh;ch cqmpe}led ;

the cattleman to dqvelop the wild marginal country was not so

“much the lure of unknown horizons or the spirit of adventure,

as the necessity of finding fresh pastures when the bette;-}r
developed ones near the markets were falling into the grip of
the financiers.(S) "Open range"” gfazing was a semi-nomadic
existence in the earlﬁ_days,‘a maﬁter of shifting stock wherever
good feed and water were to be found. During the 'sixties, |

the leassholders moved dut across Queensland, and in 1872,

tory. Within the next decade, the pioneers moved across the
Territory, picking out good land, and avoiding the less tempt-
ing patches in case there was "better country farther out™.
The Western Australian pastoralists were not
subject to the same pressures. They concentrated on an export
product, wool. Their finarce was provided, where needed, by

local merchants and ageqts. Indeed, as often as not, a sheep

- en N an S 2SS D B R T D o T e G Y b S D S T D G D W D W TR WE S S W S G S WS U WP WD I - Rkt ad

4 3 Official Directory and Year Book of Australia, 1884, quoted
by Fitzpatrick, Brian : The Australian People, 1788-1945
- (H.UPP. 1946) p. 65.- - - . ..
5 : Butlin N.G.: Company Ownership of N.S. V. Pastoral Stations,
1865-1900 ("Historical Studies", May 1950, p. 89.)
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run 4n the North-West was financed from a family holding in o
the_Squth—ﬁgat.»w$ettlemant, for the most part, followed the
tracks of the Survey Departmeni's explorers. During the
'sixties and the 'seventies, there was enough land available
in the area between Nicol Bay and Champion Bay to pfovide‘a v
field for settlement. By 1875, when the Survey Department sent
Alexander Forrest to work in the North-West, the successful
investors were consolidating their position, and soms of the
younger men were 1ooking:forAn§g worLds to conquer. Iﬁmedigte
to the Nérth_lay the unpromising H;ge@y—ﬂile Beach. Beyond,

- the Fitzroy V§1137,8963§3§°d uéknown possibilities. In 1878,
the Western Anstral;gn Governgant ;ﬂaced Forrest in charge of
a party to explore this region. By the end of 1879, the
'QXPIOratiOn‘waS'an’décomplished~fact, and Forrest had returned
with glowing descriptiona of the Fitzroy and Ord valleys, each
"capable of depasturing a million of sheep”, besides offering
possible sccpe for tropical products, such as wers being
fostered in QueenS%apd.(é)

. The,enthusiasm provoked by this report was

inmediats. The prospect of the Kimbarley District, as the new

6 : Votes and Proceedings, 1880, No. 3. (Forrest's journai)‘
Cf. "Alexander Forrest", a thesls presented for the degree
of B.A. (Hons.) by the present writer, 1952.




country was called, appoaled alike to the Western Australian

sheepfarmer, nursing scab-infested flocks in the stagnant'
South-West ; to the battling Queensland pgttlemnn, vorried
by adverse seasons, and by the encroachments of the banks
and the sheepmasters! fences.; and to the Sydney and Mel-
bourne capitalists, who, in a time of prosperity, sought new
avenuss of investment. In Néw.Soqth Wales, though the wool
industry was thriving and expanding, the number of leage-
holders had, over the years 1861 to 1883, decreased from
9,200 to 43300.(7) Of this, some Western_Australians vere
well aware, Typical of views expressed in the colony at
this time is the following editorial :--

"The first tentative little expeditions, and

. subsequent larger expeditions, were not attended by any = =
great practical result beyond enlarging our knowledge of
the vast domain, in a remote corner of which we had setiled.
It was not until greater facilities for inter-commumication
with "the other side" (8) were brought about that any ex-
tensive practical use was made of that knowledge. Our latest
exploratory venture, of which Mr. Alexander Forrest was the
fortunate leader, was launched in the very nick of time. The
pastoral resources of the other colonies cannot be said to
be ‘played out!, but sheep-farming there has developed into
a business upon which only the capitalist could enter. The
enterprising young pastoralist with moderate means is obliged
to start for the 'Never-never'. And & !'Never-never'! with so

. much to recommend it as our new Kimberley District was at the - -
time of its discovery a perfect godsend to the Bastern squatto-
cracy as well as to ourselves, to whom it has given a progress-
ive spirit such as we bave never experienced before." (9)

Fitzpatrick, op. cit. p. 205.

: "West Australian®", January 9th, 1883,
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Nobody seems %o have observed that not only was the

Kimberley District in a region of semi-tiropical climate, but
also it was remots from established markets, and gincgithgye'
Qére nét‘roads, stpck :ou@gs,_o; ;ggula; t?ggsporﬁhfacilities
between the district gnd_other ae@tled pa:ts, it woqld bq
neither cheap nor easy to establish flocks and herds there
wiﬁhouﬁ»copsiderable 9ut1§y,A.Thevgi@b§:1§y District lay within
the boundaries of a far from wealthy crown colony, lacking
both the rosources and the authority to esberk wpon & lavih
programs of pibldc works necessary for devolomontal projests. |
The enterprising yqung'pastoraligt gf'mpdérate means VQ“;d\be,;.
bard put to it to make an adequate living from this nev country.
It will be seen that, in the first decade of settlement in the
Kimberley District, thoae who managed to become established in
any way were elther veteran pastoralisis with resources behind
them, or else companies combining the capital of several "small®
squatters. A B

Because of the enthusiasm provoked by the report of

the district, the Legislgtive'QOQQCi;Vprogglgated regulations to

District., Blocks of not leas than 50,000 acres were to be 1§ased ;
for a term expiring at the end of 1893, for 10s, ver 1,000 acres.

Conditions were laid doun to prevent moncpolisation of the

frontage block had to be taken with a depth of threo times its




length along a major watercourse. Stocking clauses provided that
tventy sheep or two head of large stock had to be introduced on to

a run for every 1,000 acres held. Double rent was the penalty for
non-conpliance. Thies was increased to total forfeiture of a lease

by Lord Kimberley, the Secretary of State for Colenies, who held

that the measure was inadequate otherwise to impede "speculation" =
the holding of undeveloped bloéks in expectation of 2 rise in walue
through improvements in surrounding country. The legislative Council
tried to modify this stringent regﬁlation by moving that the law could

be satisfied so long as the requisite number of stock were in the

district. They pointed cut that setilers in a msw and urknown region
é right have to band together at first,for mtusl protection. But Lord
| Kimberley vetoed this suggastion.(1o)
- Despite the severity of the land laws, intending investors
were not discouraged. By the end of 1883, 51,289,080 acres were hsld
on leesse, in the mein by intereéts from the eastern colonies. The

regulations could not curb the ambitions of many men in Melbourne

i and Sydney offices, who dreamed of utilising some of the abundant
cgpital then avallable to found pastoral empires in the North. Much

of the land marked off had never been ezamined, althcugh the mors

tmsiness-like inVestors were scnding ahﬁad expeditions to repor+ on
the country. The King Sound Pastoral Company,; scme of whose founders
may be identifiable with investors in the Camden Harbour project

10 : For land laws coniroversy,.see Votes and Procecdings, 1880, -
No. 20 (esp. Kimberlethobinson, August 21st 1880) : 1882, Wo, S'tj'"
8- 1Mo . nd gesgion and A12 : Debates,vi,,p.ibh.
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of 1864,(11) sent William Forrester to inspect their blocks
on the Lennard in 1881. Of greater scope was the expedition
in 1822 led by Michael Durack and party,who broke new ground
betwaen Cambridge Gulf end the upper Ord. In the next year,
William O'Donnell and William Carr-Boyd, thh "Munchausen of
the North" made a useful examination of East.K;mberley for
the Cambridge Downs Pastoral Association. Prior to these
explorations, however, investors had joined in a blind grab
for Kimberley blocks, and the reports of the expeditions had»

the result of promoting a large-cecale traffic in the transfer

~ and exchange of blocks, and the abandonment of much useless -

and inaccessible country during the years 1883-5.

Owing to the activity of these apeculators, much

of the land remeined locked until about 1885, when the expir-
ation of the time limit allowed for stocking caused thelr
lands to be forfeited and sold by auction to another lessee,
Meanwhiie, in 1883, the Surveyor-General, John Forrest, had

visited the West Kimberley district, where a handful of bona

~ fide settlers were already squatting at the mouths of the

Fitzroy, the Meda, and:the Lennard., He declared the‘townsites

of Broome and Derby, the 3jatter being chosen by the advice of

J.P. Melarty, in preference to a desp-waler anchorage at

the man of the game name who was a provisional director
of the Camden Har%our Asseciation.

i




Point Torment, further up King Sound.(12) In his report on
the district, John Forrest introduced a note of sobriety into
the extravagant statements then prevailing:(13 )

"There can scarcely be any doubt that owing to the
favourable description given of this country by Mr. Alexander ‘
Forrest,and afterwards to the extraordinary rush for it by
capitalists and others from the Eastern colonies, a very high,
if not exaggerated idea of the value, richness and the besuty
of the Kimberley District is held by nine-tenths of the people
of the Colony, and has resulted in the Regulations being more
stringent than in eny other part of the country, notwithstanding
that it is a new and untried locality. The rent is double what
it is in the North and East districls, the conditions as to
shaps of leases also less liberal ; and, last of all, there is
a Stocking Clause which does not £ind a place in the regulations
dealing with any other district in the Colony."

His report stimilsted the lLegislative Council into
making a further requesf for the modification of the stocking
lawa. A new Secretary for the Colonies, the Earl of Derby,
proved more amenable than the Earl of Kimberley, By Jund 1884,
the penalty for failuie to stock up was reduced to peying a
double rental, with the proviso that all stock held within
the district might be counted to the credit of its owner, (14)
although not necessarily onhis blocks, It had been correct

to assume tbat the expenae and labour of establéshing a run

would deter all but genu:;ne investors from taking up lae.ses.

e W T O G A € OR N GRS W B o - - - - o um -y

12 : It was left to Ivicl’.,a.rty's nephew, some seventy years later,
to revive the scheme for e deepwater port at Pt, Torment.

- 33 1 Votes and Proceedings, 1883, 2nd -session, No. 23, pp. 7-8.

14 H Ibid. 1884" NO. ?1, p- 58‘



In 1884, the acreage held in the district fell by 11,555,000,
This presaged the further widespread abandonment of leases in
the next two years. For these reasons, the effective development
of the Kimberley District may be dated from this unlocking Qf
the land, which was being achieved by the beginning of 1885,
From the east side of the continent, several parties
of cattlemen wvere plannihg,to occupy Kimbérley runs. - In 1882,
partly backed by their neighbours, the licKenzies, Charles
Macdonald and his party left Goulburn (11.8.%.) on the road to
a T selected fo* hin by Alexander Forrest, at the junction of
the Fitzroy and the ‘hrgaret At Thylungara, in Queensland, the
Duracks and their associates were preparing to move vegu. Further
north, at }bﬁnt4Cornish, a mob was being assembled for Osmond
and TPanton of lelbourne, After conme delays, this pariy wacs
placed’ in charge of the veteran bushman, !Tat. Buchanon:
"One of the first things he did was to sack Jack
Sicuthorps, who was being naid seven pounds a week asg PllOu to
the cattle along a mzin road. The next thing lat did was to
go to each camp and emply the demi-johns of rum that was on the
drays on to the black soil." (15)
Cattle coqld not be easily shipped to a district
| ﬁifhoﬁt‘pbfts, and these parties were preparing to walk their
stock overland to East Kimberley. Overlanding trips had

previously become an accepted feature of the Queensland and

T . o VD e W - . W - T S " T A 7 D U e o o U Y M B S o W e O s B e SR P e e W A Ao S e S

15 ¢ Durack papers

: Letter, Thomas Cahill - J.Y. Durack,
(Farch 18th,1926.)
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‘Northern Territery cattle industries, but these ventures

were notable featg of d;'gvigg large mobs over long distances,
It was not until 1884~5 that those parties arrived in the

district, and i1t is only from that date that the Kimberley

cattle industry began; just as, at the other side of the district

easler land laws, and the unsuitability of the coastal country

for sheepraising, were prompting owners to move inland up the
Fitzroy vdlley,

There was a third factor which mads 1885 a turning-

‘point in ths district's development, In 1879, Alezander Forrest

had reportei the likelihood of gold being found above ‘the-upper
Ord. Three Jears later, .Philip Saurders and Adam Johns hed

prospected Forrest's track, and' found indications of colour,

- The Governmsnt Geologist (E T.Hardman) confirmed the auriferous

nature of e country after two exmminations in 18284 and 1885,

- Prespecting mrties -were'attrac‘ted by his report, and Charlie

‘an mpetus vould be given to the prograas of the struggling
‘distriet.

It may therefora be of value to emmine the state

of the. Kimbr}.eys imndiately ‘befors crowded boatloads of miners
descended Upon its shorss.




CHAPTER ONE,

FOUNDATION (1885-1894),

"It is merely a district with fertile plains which will, I
bslieve and hope, bs suitable for pastoral purposes, and, in its
more northern portion, in the future for troplcal culture; but
those who venture in its develomment will have to incur a large
expenditure in getting their stock to the country, and much
trouble and difficulty and yeara of toil under a tropical sun,
before they make their fortunes, and they require the easiest
terms and conditions."

--- John Forrest, Report on the Kimberley District, 1883.
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In reviewing the first ten years of the Kimberley pastoral

survived at all, The difficulty of adapting existing management
methods to a new and unsettled country was but one of the problems
confronting the sarly squatters. They had to contend with the
privations of ploneering, the hostility of the natives, the
inaccessibility of markets and supply centres, and, not least, the
uncertainty of the capital markét; thch ﬁossibly rgined more ﬁen
than the other three-factérs'combined;‘ Those who survived wers,
in the main, those who adapted'themselvea best to the environment,
The first ssttlers of West and of East Kimborley had

1ittls in common. West Kimberley was occupied by men who came up

by sea from established settlements further down the coast, found

a suitable landiﬁg point, and fram there moved up inland along the
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river valleys. - This form of pioneering had earlier been adopted j
by the squatters at Champion Bay and Nicol Bay. East Kimberley
vgs colonlised by overlanders at the frontier of the codtirmous
spread of settlement moving geross the Northern Territory, and
baving its origins back through Queensland and New South Wales
to the crossing of the Blue Mountains ssventy years earlier.

The occupation of the Ord. valley followed immediatsly, in fact
almost simultaneously, upon the formation of Wave Hill, Viectoria
River Downs, and Auvergne in the west of the Territory. The
Hest Kimberley pastoralists, in the main, came from the Southe
West of Western Australia.. This wes a colony with a small
consumer population $ hence they were woolgrowers, and, as

such, practised paddocking. Of Irish and Scots origin, the

Bast Kimborley cattlomen belonged to the "open range" tradition
of grazing, and even t_he terms they used in mustsring and
handling their atock were Qifferent. The two settlemnts did
not immediately merge. The district was known as "the

Kim})erleys" - indicative of the dualism, the double origin

, which charactetised its development. Eventually, the "open

rangs" methods proved,on the whole, more easily adaptable to

: conditiona in the district, but the process of adaptation did

not entirely eliminate the Western Aunstralian sheep-grazing
tradition., |

By January 1885, there were in all fourteen sheep
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0f thess, nine had been formed by Western Australians, three by

Victorians, one from New South Wales, and one, Yeeds, was financed

by an Englishman, but entirely managed and controlled by Western
Austra}ians. Yeeda, originally named Ugooloowzjjeh, was the oldest
property in the distriect. George Julius Brockman, in 1879, hearing
of Alexander Forrest's successful expedition, decided, in his own
words, "o get first cut for a home and statifon" .(1) Ho purchased
500 sheep in the North-West, and brought them in his uncie‘s pearl-
ing schooner %o Beagle' Bay, ali'eady used by pearlers as a landing-
point, His application for 400,000 acres on the south side of the
Fitzroy was disallowed, because it had been sent in under the old
regulations for the North-West, and not the Kimberley land laws.
He therefore combined his flock with that of the Murray Squatting
S Company, tho second enterprise on the scens, This consisted of
a number of young men from the neighbourhood of Pinjarra, who
had acquired 350,000 acres on One-Tres Plain, near King Sound. In
March 1883, they sold out the properﬁy with 4,000 sheep, 30 horses,
and 12 cattle to Alexander Forrest, on behalf of an English merchant

James Aylward Game Game already had 2,000 sheep in the district,

which had errived in 1882 under the management of George Canlar - - -

Rose, who proceeded to Yeeda and tock over the property. The

station was enlarged by a further 600,000 acres later in 1883.(2)

.....

1 : Brockman, G.J. Reminiscences of North-West Austra.lia, 1850—
S " 1910 (Archives of W.A.,MS 162).
2 : "Jest Australian" March 27th, 1883. A fictional account of this
! . party exists in S‘nackcloth's Call of the Kimberleys"(Melb, 1950
N T A R e N T S T e T ]
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The next settlement was made by the Kimberley Pastoral

Company, a syndicate comprising William Edward Marmion,M.L.C.
for Fremantle; the Pearse brothers, also of Fremantle; R.F.Sholl,
a Gascoyne station-owmser; Maurice Coleman Davies, who had | 1
extensive timber concessions in the South-Westj and three
resident partners, John and William Mclarty,and Anthony Cornish,
all from the Pinjarra district. Three thousand sheep were
purchased from "Milistream" station in the Fortescue district,
and brought by Marmion's boat, the "Amu", to Beagle Bay in
two shipments in November and December 1881, From there they _
" were overlanded to the station. To inprove the strain 8f the |
stock in the new distriet, W.G. Mclarty in 1883 purchased
2,000 ewes from the ”Canowie" stud in South Australia., and
‘250 rams from another stud in the gsame state. ‘This seems to )
have been the first attempt made at animal husbandry in the
district.(B )‘ Marmion and Pearse were also sharsholdsrs in
the Meda River Pastoral Company, whose resident manager, William
Lavender, introduced sheep from the Williams district in the |
south-west in 1882, This flock mumbered 3,383 in 1884, It was
- unfortunately responsible for bringing scab into the district,
whefe it soon became aomé'thing of a problem.(4) |

In 1882, two arfivals from Victoria cormenced

Pastoral Company, 1912. i
4 3 C.S.0, 2656/84 3 repor‘c of Bugh Morriaon,Inspectvr of Sheep, |

|
i
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operations in the district. George Jackson Poulton settled at
Mundoona on the Meda River, with 1,438 ewes, and C.J. and H.B.

Daly brought a mob of between 500 and 600 mixed sheep to Mount
Anderson. The latter, by 1885, were finding the difficulties of
establishing a run so great that they were preparing to sell out

to the manager of Yeeda, G.C. Rcse.(s)

William Luldn, gacked by a sleeping partner, J.H.Monger

a merchant and grazier of York,”was the first to settle on the

Lennard River. Here "the sheep were doing remarkably ﬁell“(s),

althotgh a few dled,for which an unknown poison plant was blamed.

and in HNovember 2833, the police had to undertaks a special patrol

of this vicinity. Morgan and McDermott were two Northam graziers

who combined forces and also took up land on the Lennard.(7) Though
they had no trouble elther from wild dogs or from natives, the
Sheep Inapector reported in 1884 :(8)

"Their lambing has not been good, the average being
only 33%. The rams are covered all over with a long spear-lile

grass seed, which grows on a portion of the run they pass cver.
It penstrates through the skin into the flesh., I have not noticed
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For this, and other valuable information aboubt this period, - -
I am indebted to the reliabls memory of Mr. G.C. Ross.

3. C.8.0. 2037/84 : Report of Sgt. P. Troy to Resident Magistrate,:
Derby. (R. Fairbairn). _ ‘ ' -

Cf. "West Australian®, January 31st, 1882.

: C.S.0. 2656/840
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, _after mich correspondence, only received £25. By now, he must

- Pastoral Company syndicate.. . -
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expedition in the region. Founded by James Woed & Co.,the company
had passed to a syndicate whose principal shareholder waé James
Munro, later Premler of Yicto:ia, ard reputedly o millionsire from
his widespread in%estments. In September 1883, the first mob of
4,220 skeep was shipped from Melbourne, but great losses occurred
en route, and only 1,400 arrived safely. During 1884,%the Company
took over the land and stock of Clune and Company, vhose manager,
Patrick Butler, had brodgﬁt ons ﬁﬁcusand ewes and an unspecified
musber of cattle from the Vicfbfia Plains, north of Perth, by
boat to Derby in Decemﬁer 1883.(9)

"~ George Julius'Srockmah,’aé'compensation for his effort
at ploneering, was‘granted:100;000 acres near Moﬁnt Marmion,rent-.

free for fourteen years. He brought up 1,450 shesp from Cossakk,

some by sea, and some overland from Roebourne. En route, he

pioneered a stock route from Roebuck Bay to Cape Vilaret, and

sank‘wells. ‘For this, he reQueaﬁed Goverument compensation, bul,
(10)

have had encugh of the Kimberleys, for in 1885, he sold his run,

known as Balmaningarra, to M.C.Davies, one of the Kimberlsy

Thomas‘Mbher and the Gregory brothers landed with

their respective mobs of'gheep at Roebuck Bay in April 1884. No

10 : Broclkman,op. cit. : C.S.0. 4399/84. Debates (Legislative

COunCil), Viio po [&15’7’ Vi.iio p. 134.




detalls are available about—the size of their flocks. The
Gregorys took up Gilgully on the south side of the Fitaroy,
whilst Moher, although his land was forfeited for non-payment
of rent in 1884, ran sheep betweon Yeeda amd Mount Anderson. He.
waé the first ssttler to beraccompanied by his wife., His connexion
with the Kimberley pastoral indéstry ended abruptly with his
arrest and conviction for maﬁslaughter in December 1885. Mrs
Moher had died as the result of a thrashing inflicted by her
husband, (17) | o
By now, the West Kimberley settlement was assuming
| Bome permanency. The port of Derby, dsclared 1n 1883, supported
& Resident thistrate and police force, but, in the absense of a
. Jetty, was,of.little.convenience-to-the squatters.  Visiting ships
g anchéred offshore, whilst cargoes were carried across the marshy
| mangrove-lined shore, and loaded.into small boats, and from thenm

into the ocean-going vessel. In 1883, wool bales lying on the

fron selling their wool to the best advantaus,'while the lack of
harbour facilities discourace& the shipping lines. During 1885,

the Government, despite eomplaints by the Legislative Council in

--——_—-—_-—_—_—----—-‘-----—--------—----u------—--p-‘_--_----_.-n-u----n--—- !

11 : Derby Police Occurrencs Book Decembar 1885. (Archives, MS 241),
12 ¢ Information of Mr. G.C. Ross. For complainta by settlers,
C.S.0. 2808/33 .
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Perth at the expense (£3,000) of the profgct, constructed a jetty.
However, it was found that "with the great rise and falivof tide,
it would be impossible for any vessel except a lighter to use it,..
No steamer will ever be able to lay alongside."(13) The citizens
of the district took the matter into their own hands. They
formed a Kimberley Progress Association -- the first of a long
line of those regional councils which have aspired to wake the
South into a realisation of the district's needs. The leading
members weré local managers and storekeepers : A.E. Malet, W.G.
McLarty, W. Forfester, ifs;_Eﬁanuel, G.C. Rose, G.J..?oﬁlton, and
Thomas LaVendér. They ﬁfote tb.the‘Colonial Secfetéry,requesting
the construction of a tramway, and suggesting that, to expedite

matters, they would pey a contractor to do the work immediately,

gseeking a refund from the Goverrment later. To this the Govern-
m&nt'assented.(TA) .

The Kimberley,Pastorﬁl Association, after cne
unsuccessful attempt to have a land office opened in Derby,
apparently went into dissolution -- thus again anticipating
the fate of many other associations of a similar character and
aims. This is understandable, considering the isolation of the
busy station managers who made up the majority of its members,
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13 : C.S.0. 4722/85. _g Debates (Legislative Council), viii. p.190:
- 4ix. pp. 158-160. -
14 1 C.S.0. 4330/85.
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. and the impossibility of arranging frequent meetings. The

main area of settlement, Bowever, was still confined_to the
lover reaches of the Fitzroy and the Lennard. Hbmesﬁeads and
paddocks had not yet been erected., Instead, most of the
graziers lived in temporary camps, whilst their flocks were
divided into manageable gropps, each under the control of a
shepherd, who led them wherever feed and water were best
available. The rainfall, up until then, bad been found
quite adequate for the pastoralista' pmeeds. The greatest
stock losses had been due to wild.dogs and poisonous plants,
‘and, of course, scab, but on the whole the sheep wers
reported to be doing well. From the infected Meda Eiﬁer
flock, scab had, during 1883 and 1884, spread to Lukin' s,

vBrockman's, and McLarty's flocks. Morrison, the 1nspectof,‘” |
took prompt steps to segregate infected sheep, and to inflict
penalties on breaches of_the Scab Act. As a result,despite
the difficulty of obtaining dipping materials, scab failed
to get a hold on the district.(15)

To what extent reporté‘of acab discouréged

" prospective aettlers-cannoﬁ~bevdetermined."Many leases were

thrown up during 1885 and 1886, but they meinly belonged to
capitalists in the eastern colonies who had decided not to
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Sheep Inspector at Derby). A valuable sowrce of

information about contemporary station conditions.
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attempt the difficultles of practical pioneering. However,

scab seems to have induced soms of the owners to shift their

flocks further inland, away from areas of infection. Thus, 111'

January 1885, the "Victoria" brought up 2,860 sheep, 12 horseé,

and six men for Solomon Emanusl of Goulburn, whose son had been

associated with Michael Durack's expedition., Isadore Emamel

once stated(16)z

"Between us we paid at that time £1,500 a year rent
for two years for the country.... When we saw it, we threw up
‘nearly the whole lot we had taken up, only keeping a certain
amount on the West Kimberley side. The Duracks took the Esst
Kimberley side." _ - , .

This was pionéeﬁ.ng in the.gmnd manner, After the

partition of this domain, .the Emanuels originally planned to

| settle their stock near the coast, on the May River. This ares

. proved infected, and Solomon Emanuel determined to transport
his mob inland up the Fitzroy to clean country.(W) This move,
and that of the Kimberley Paaforal Company to Upper Idveringa
about the same time, my also hﬁve been due to their récognition
‘of the superlority of the up-country pastures. The lower coastal |
areas dld not provide smhg@d grazing.

To Upper ﬁiveringa one day early in 1886, there

rode in a stranger from the unsettled country to the east., This

vas Charles Macdonald, one of ths ploneer overlanders from ths
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16 : Roysl Commission on the Meat Industry, 1908 : (Votes and
Proceedings, 1908-9, Fo. 21) : Minutes of Evidence. (Q. 252)
17 1 C.S.0. 3261/86 (Fairbairn-Fraser, July 14th, 1886).



 Australia until thq:two_mcvementa mgtrin the Kimberleys.
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eastern colonies, who, having arrived at his holding at th
junction of the Fitzroy and the Margeret, was proceeding t
Derby to announce the successful completion of his journey
Tt was ah interesting moment in the history of the pastora
industry. The outermost sattler of the Western Austrglian
sheep-grazing imdustry met with the vanguard of the

advencing cattlemen from the eastern colonies. Starting |
from opposite sides of the continent, pastoralists in ques

of good pastures and certain water hed covered the face of

Buchenansg, with Osmond and Panton's mob, the Duracks, and
the Macdonalds. The first station stocked was Plympton
St. Mary, better known-as the Ord River station. .Its own
were William Osmond, a tight-fisted retired naval officer
and Jobhn Panton, a well-known Melbourre magistrate, who
developed the habit of writing peatronising letters to the
Perth Government, a&vising them on how to run the Kimberl
They purchased 4,000 head of cattle in Queensland in 1882,

and hed the stock travelled to their Ord River holdings

the veteran bushman, Nat. ("0ld Blusy") Buchanan. The
manager was Robert Button, and others in the party were
Hugh and Wattie Gordon, Thomas Cahill, Donald Swan and

Gordon Buchanan. Thay a:rived at their destination

on June 22rd,1884. To victual this isolated outpost,
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Osmond came round the coast in his auxiliary screw yacht,
the "Cushie Dco", anchored at the mouth of the Ord, and sent

Sandy Mauger inland on foot to inform Button that rations had

been left in a tin tank bﬁried in a marked spot on the banks
of the Ord.(18) Thése amateur explorers successfully accomplishe
their task, but the aborigines rifled the contents of the tank
before Button's arrivel. Button also discovered a passable
stock track between the Upper Crd and Cambridge Gulf, through
the pass now known as Button's Gap. He undertook a sortie as
far south as Sturt Creek, reporting the country as splendidly
gressed,but without permanent water.(Tg)

Despite the setback in obtaining supplies, the
station was well establlched within twelve months, vhen =~~~
Surveyor Johnston's party examining the Ord called for meat.
The Survey Deparimeni had not been inactive in charting the
newly discovered district. Besides John Forrest'!s West Kimberley
survey of 1883, the geclogist Z.T.Hardmen had mede two expedi-

tions in 1884 and 1885, in search of gold. The surveyors,liyaulsy

and Johnston, spent the dry season of 1885 along the Ord, and

18 : Cf. Buchanan, G. : 01d Bluey {unpublished S : in posséssion
Mrs. Ernestine Hill) Flinders,C.E. : "45 Years in the lorthe

. . West of Australia’ (unpublished !5 : in possession tr. U1111ar
Flinders, of Wyndbam) attributes this feat %o two shilorse

. The journal of the voyage of the Cushie Doo kept by Osmond's

niece, Iiss Ada Booly, is now in the litchell Library,Sydney,
and may clear up this point.

19 : C.S.0. 4609/85 : Johnston's Report, p. 16.
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district in 1886, (20)

The next party to arrive were the Duracks and their
associates, vho founded three stations, lissadell, Argyle, and
Rosewood, Lissadell was founded on September 17th, 1885, with
2,000 cattle, the property of Michael Durack and a sleeping
partner, C. Lumley Hill., Argyls Downs was stocked for
Patrick Durack with 4,000 hsad, under charge of John Durack,
Patrick Moore and Duncan Macauley. J.J.Durack, with Tom
Kiifoyle and Tom Hayes Qstablished Rosewood, with 2,000 head, :

~on the border of East Kimberley and the Northern Territory. E
M.J.Durack estimated that the journey from Thylungara, on
Cooper's Creek, to the Ord had covered 3,000 miles ; certainly

the party was occupied for over two years in traversing it. (21)

brothers, who left Goulburn, N.S.W.,in 1882, but did not
reach their destination until the end of 1885. They lost
all their original stock on the journey, and, by talking
fencing jobs en rouﬁe;.raiaedfmoney to replenish their herd

-in Queensland. Even this second mob was reduced by redwater
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20 ¢+ For reportscofl these expeditions, Votes and Proceedings,
1884, Ho. 31 : 18835, No. 34 : 1886, NWo. 14 ¢ C.S.0. 4609/8¢
21 : Durack,P.M. : Pioneering the East Kimberleys (Journal ;
of the Historical Scciety of Western Australis,
vol ii.,No. xiv, pp. 2-28): Royal Commission on Meat
Supply, 1908, (Q. 2084~91): biographical accounts of
------------ individusl mambers of Durack femily, showing ralationships,
in Appendix I.
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fever in the Northern Territory, and only one of the original
party, Charles Macdonald, completed the journey ; but he claimed
that "the first-class condition that my cattle have reached

the country in will dispel all fears as to the state of the

route.®$?2) Of the 327 beasts that were eventuslly degastured
on Fossil Downs, some were the property of a Sydney firm
headed by one John Plumb, who had originally planned shipping
sheep to Fitzroy blocks held by his firm.

| By the end of 1885; there were altogether probebly

eleven thousand cattle in the East Kimberley district. The men.

in order to commence operations. The overlanders had been
deiayed for months at a time by floods, and at other times

- forced to make long detours for want of water. After reaching
their destination, they lived under hard conditions, isolated
from their few neighbours, and from profitable markets. Yet

the quality of the grazing country was considered adequate

(23)
recompense for all this. Cne bushman wrote :

"The country wes as fine as the best of Queensland;
splendid old rivers of good fresh water everywhere - big timber,
_ Leichhardt pine, gum and fig trees....There were several other
-----  kinds of fruit, c currgnts and wild cherries. The banks of the - -
rivers were covered with melon vines and edible grasses, and
wild cabbage which they call 'Prince of Wales! Feathers'.”

During the drought of 1952, the present writer heard more than

one station owner express a wish that they might only see the

country as it had appeared to these firstcomers.

22 : C.8.0. 2612/86 (Charles Macdonald-Jphn Forrest,May 24th 1886)
23 : Lemond G H. Tales of the OVerland (MS : HS 487).
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It has already bezen indicatsd that the enthusiasm of
some of the ploneers found an echo in the financial houses of
Sydney and Melbourne. While most of these "city squatterst
quickly lost interest, two attiemplts were made by Victorian
companies with large-scale capitalisation to form sheep stations
in North Kimbserley. Between then, they introduced some 3,000
sheep. The Cambridge Downs Squatting Company, a Victorian firm,
having financed an expedition by 0'Dénnell and Carr-Boyd, took ‘
up five million acres on the western side of Cambridge Gulf,
establishing a homestead oﬁ the.forrest River. The remnants of

| sone fairlj éubétantiai sﬁrﬁciures in the country now held ﬁy

the Forrest River Mission téstify to the amount of capital

soon failed, The country was not sultable for sheep, the blacks
wers troublesoms, and there were several bad cases of scurvy
amongst the staff. Ilate in 1886,.the settlement was abandoned,
and the flock disposed of, some to local butchers, and some to
the Victorian Squatting Company (24)

This latter company based its activities on the

Cambridge Gulf, although its lands were on the west side of the
Kimberlsys, towards ths Ros River. The homestead was in a most
isolated position near the Coﬁchman Rangeas, "upplies being

transported eithar by a 1011b overland route via Cambridgs Douns,
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24 3 Durack,P.M. op.cit. and Flinders C.E. op.cit.
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or by boat to the nearest part of the coast at Napier Broome Bay,
where there were no port facilities. They also concentrated on
sheep, although the sultability of the locality wes unproved. It
is hard to understand why these two organisations, with their
considerable resources of manpower and cafital, should have
gselected such inaccessible and relatively unknown areas as an
object for outlay. The Victo:ian Squatting Company forfelted
its lands for non-payment of lease rents in 1886, but continued
its operations on the same site for several years.

In additicn, individﬁal stockmen, dishesrtened

by the Queensland drought.of71883, wers gravitating towards the
‘naw country in seafch of work.(zs) Suzh men pioneerea the over-
... " lend trails across the Nbrthern.Territory to Kimberley,and were .=

| followed, very shorily afterwards, by others in search of gold.,

For, late in 1885, fellowing Hardman's reports, Hall and Slattery

found gold in the Elvire valley. Goldseekers of all sorts

immedistely took to the tragks of the‘cattlemen. At the height

of the rush, i% has bsen estimated that as many as 10,000 men

26
were attracted to Kimberleyo( ) No contemporary record,however,

25 3 of, Lamond G.H. 3 Talss of the Overiand fronm Queensland to

~ (Journal of the Historical Society of Wastern Australia,
I,vii,p. 37.) o o
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as some men arrived by ship from the eastern colonles and New
Zealand, whilst others, such as that legendary band of wvagabonds,
"the Ragged Thirteen", entered less conspicuously through the
Northern Terrltory. Those arriving by sea faced a problem, There
was already a regular shipping route from Sydney through the
Torres Strait to Singapore, and miners could obtain psssages on
these vessels, but the existing Kimberley port of Derby was off
the direct route, Many sea-captainas wers unwilling to venture
far up the uncharted Cambridge Gulf., A clamour began for the
establishment of a port there. (The pastoralists had already
been making representations, but the Government at Perth,always
chronically short of révenue,.had ignored the plea.)(za) Now,
however, it was rumcured that:the Government of South Australia
planned to capture the goldfields trade by establishing a port
Just inside the Northern Territory border. Morsover,ths miners

arriving at Cambridge Gulf were evading a1l customs payments,

Governor Broome then declared the townsite of Wyndham, and in 1886

the SurveyorwGeneral (John Forrest), accompanied by an Admiralty
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_27 + "Western Mail%,August 24th,1886 ¢t Mupwards of 2,500 i "West

Australian®,January 5th,1887 puts the number at 1,000.
Unclassified telegrams in the C.5.0. files at the Archives,
Perth, indicate that from May to August 1886, 763 men arrived
at Wyndhan by ship, of whom 604 were Queenslanders.

28 3 C.S.0. 612/84.
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Other public works were planned as a result of ths
goldrush. At the diggings, settlements sprang up at Reform,
Ruby Creek, Brockman, and Hall's Creek, and well-defined
tracks from the latter centre to Derby and Wyndham provided
Kimberley with some sort of highway. Carriers began
operations from the two ports, between which rivalry soon
existed. Freight was high, as much as £100 per toézgging
charged by the drivers of the bullock teams that tmaversed
vhat mmst have been'wratcﬁed tracks. To the cattle-owners,
however, the coﬁing'of'tﬁe miners meant the provision of an
outlet for their surplus stock, just at e time when this
problem was beginning to exercise their minds. Most of the
miners, travelling light, had gone a long while without

- ﬁéséiﬁg frééh‘méét.bfltﬁevfiﬁe‘fhéy.feéchedAtherdiggiﬁgé.v. |
Four men, Lamond, McKenzie, Horrigan and McPhee, determined

in 1886 to satisfy this want by setting up a retail

butchering busineass on the goldfield. Horrigan and McFhee
went to Argyle statibn,.and, in exchangs for £1,200 in gold,
purchased stock from M.P.Durack, paying £13 each for cows,

j ------------- and £17 per head for bullocks . The demand was. great, and
| the firm later purchased a mob from Lissadell, as well

as 150 head from an overlander named McIntosh from Queensland,

vwho had lost the rest of his mob in the Ncrthern Territory

from "red wvater”, and had hence abandoned the idea of
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29 : Flinders, op, cit, chapter v.
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settling in Kimberley. The market thus provided was of value
to the hitherto isolated pastoralists, Cash being shorﬁ,most
business transacﬁions took place either in gold, or in cheques
and promissory notes =~ "shinplasters®" as they were called,
Lamond's firm finally went out of business under competition
from a rival backed by the Northern Territory station of Wave
Hill, whose manager was anxious for a share in the trada.(30)
Although the main alluvial rush was over by 1887,
attempts were made to work the gold of East Kimberley by
machinery, and the fiﬁal'najor exodus from the fields did not
occur until 1889, when the Pilbara discoveries attracted most
of those whose optimism had survived hard conditions and poor
S took on some appsarance of permanency. This, although the
attitude of the Perth Government about the wisdom of constructing
further public works in the distriect had changed with the
decline of the goldfield. Western Australia was undergoing
a depreasion in 1887-8; caused by the extremely adverse state
" of the loan market in Bfitaiﬁ, and unémploymsnt in the south-
L west, Government expenditure was; of necessity, limited, and
| to Governor Brpome it seemed : "The establishments at Kimberley
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30 : For a full sccount, lsmond, op. cit. p. 44 st seq.suseful,
..... apart from a natural bias against his commercial rival. .

One of Lamond's "shineplastera" is preserved in the Public

. library at Perthe . o .
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are certainly costly, and the officials seem to scorn any
economy."31) Nevertheless, the men of Kimberley, anticipating
the temper of the miners of Kalgoorlie, continued to send down
fruitless petitions demanding further publiec works. Such
documents epitomise the story of the district in this period.(sz)
Thus, a petition of 1886 was signed by 106 miners, 12 trades-
men, five pastoralists, four storékeepers and 2 professional
"explorer" (Carr-Boyd).. A later document, dated 1888, shows
only 14 miners, four storekeepers, three graziers, three

cerriers, and 16 others, ineluding five publicans. To assist

in the ventilation of its grievances, the district received |
the privilege of sending a member to the legislative Council, {

" and chose Alexander Forrest.

To the pastoralists of East Kimberley,indeed,
the most urgently required facility was an Improved wharf at
Wyndham, The makeshift scaffolding then existing was useless

for shipping stock., In urginv a permancnt structure, the

Rosident Magibtrate stated in 1888:(33)

Mtr. Durack has informed me tbat the British Tndfa
Steam Yavigation Company have egreed to call at Hyndham for

head per annum, I have consulted with two other representative
squatters, and they have assured me that in less than two

years they will be in a position to supply that number. The
price per head offered is £9. Obvlously this will cause & large
and important trade, and a Jetty will be an absolute necessgity.”
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31 1 C.S.0, '
32 3 C.5.0. 337 1434/88 et al, |
33 1 C.S.0. 989 88 (Dr. Laffan,R.M. - Malcolm Fraser,March 26th,188
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36 3 See hppendix II.
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“An Adelaide shipping firm had a Darwin vessel calling six

times a year st Wyndham, but there was no outlet for stock.
In 1889,the Victorian Squatting Company exported its first
and only consignment of wool, seven bales. After losing all
contact with wyndham.during the wet geascn of 1887-8, and
becoming the object of search parties, the manager had moved
his remaining sheep to the King River, about twenty miles
from Wyndham ; but after 1889, there is no further record of
the company, whigh mustrhave gons out of business about then.(34
- Cattlemgn were still coming overland from
Queensland, possibly attractgd by the Hall'!as Creek market.
Osmond and Panton's 2,222,000 acres extended o the north side
of Sturt Creek, which, it is said "for more than twenty years...
lay 1dle and unstocked.“(BS) However, the fertile strip along
the south side was taken up in 1887 by Foster, Stretch and
Weekes, who founded Denison Downs the next year by over-
larding 750 head of cattle from Hormantoﬁ in Queenslanﬁ,(Bé)
Ancther overlander was Nat. Buchanan, who stocked 1,800 head
of cattle on to & Sturt Cfeék lease in 1888, With the desertion

of the goldfields, this leaue was abandoned, and the bulk of
the cattle returned to their original home, Wave Hill (N.T.)
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A small block was retained in the Elvire valley, from which the
local butcher was supplied. Meanwhile, Buchanan's son Gordon,
with Hugh and Wattie Gordon, founded the nucleus of a holding at -
Flora Valley, about thirty miles east pf Eell's Creek.(37) Closer
to Wyndham, some of the more prosperous storekeepers took up
small blocks. Francis Smalpage_obtained the Ascot Depot, and
Francis Connor and Dennis_Doheriy founded Newry.

As a result of this steady, if unspectacular, growth,
the estimated number of gaﬁtle i# the East Kimberley district,
after five years'of gettlemggt,_wgs 23,957, Naturally, this
figure, and all other éattle statistics quoted henceforward,

cannot be regarded as meticulcuély accurate, Whers "open range®

- . . grazing was, of necessity, universally adopted, snd where the - -

min occupation of the cattlemen was traversing their vast runs
%o muster the branders, it was inevitable that strict control
might not be kept over the breeding of the herd. Fencing would
have been out of the question, if only becauss of the expense,

In any case, the East‘Kimberley,cattlemen held by the traditions .

of pastoral management formed in Queenslend, which had been

shaped by similar conditions. |
Developmenﬁrét"ﬁhé West Kimberley end of the

district was also showing a tendency towards cattle husbandry.

37 : Buchanan, op. cit. ch. xv.
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to 8,744 in 1888 and 15,087 in 1889. Expansion outward from
Derby was continuing in seﬁeral directiong, and cattie were
being driven overland from the North-West, along Brockman's
route from Roebourne to Derby, to stock new holdings. At the
end of 1885, Edwards, Collins and York stocked a small run
with 151 bﬁllocks, 17 cows, and 50 horses overlanded from
their North-West properfy. Betweén 1886 and 1889, Grant,
Anderson and FEdgar, alréady owners of the de Grey staiion,
stocked Obagoomms, north of Derby. Their drovers made at
least five trips along the overland route, in which more
than 2,500 beabk$s were sent north.’ (38)

About 1887, Roebuck Bay began to attract the
peariing industry. Previocusly, Governor Broome had come
plained : "The township named after me is likely to remain -
a mere dunmy townsite, inhabited by the tenants of three
graves."(Bg) Now, however, a thriving pearling town and

cable station was about to spring into belng, Possibly

~attracted by this consideration -- for the country was

-usually considered inferior to the Fiizroy valley -- the

cattlemen occupied the hinterland of Roebuck Bay. (1886-8)

Four holdings are known to have been stocked. In order of

arrival, these were 1 Eake Edah, owned by Hicks and Isdell,
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38.:. Derby Police Bccurrence Books, Nove 26th,1885 : July 13th,
1886 : August 5th, 1887 : June 22nd, 1889 : September 1st,

. 1889 : lanond, op. cit. p. 44be ‘ ,

39 1 C.8.0. 4609/85.
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area 534,000 acres ; Edgar and Collins, Jurgurra Creek, 300,000
acres; Osmond and Panton, 1,206,000 acres; and,Iom‘bardina, at

the tip of Cape Leveque, 100,000 acres, owned by Harry ﬁunter,

a somevhat disreputable Cosssack pearling—man. Excep‘h for Osmond
and Panton's run, all these properties were stocked from the
North-West. There was a further pocket of sbéttlement at lagrange,
where Cowan,Roy & Co. and Angus McPhee, managing for Wittenoom
Bros,, were attempting to found sheep-runs in the face of
predatory natives and _pooi' céuhtnf.

The graziers were also pushing up the Fitzrc}y. Land
previously under lease to more or less speculative investors was
now given up for non-compliance with the stocking clause of the
Lend Regulations, and unlocked for further selection. The Act |
of 1887 had standardised rentals at 10s, per 1000 acres, and
extended tenures until 1907.(40) Emamel Brothers, who had the
advantage of being able to command more vcapital than many other
séttlers, picked up some blocks on the south side of the Fitzroy
and Margeret, and formed a catile run which was first known asg
"Mount Campbell". Soon it was commonly called "Gogo", an aborig

inal name which s:mely referred to the energy of the ?anz)lger in
______________________ 41 -

A ordering his blackboya to "go“-and gtart on some job, Joseph
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40 : Government Gazette, March 2nd 1887,
41 2 Such is the station's own tradition. The name is first




Blythe, Emsnuels' manager at Noonkanbah started Brooking Springs
on the other side of the Fitzroy. He built his homestead at
a spot where the teamsiers going to Hall'sVCreek used to ford
the Fitzroy, and at this strategic spot shortly set up business
as a wayside publican, A few years later, police and telegraph
stations were erected nsarby, thus forming the settlement of
Fitzroy Crossing. Other smaller occupants of land in this area
during 1887-9 were Sparke and Dare, at Lower Iiveringa ; Edwin |
and John Charles Rose at Quanbun ; and J. and W. Collins at
Oscar Range. Apart from Emanuéls, these parties took up onlyy
small blocks, between 50,000 and 150,000 acres in extent. This
probably reflects the tiéhtening of capital in the depressed
colony at this time, It 1s especially noteworthy that each of
enterprises in the district. There were no newcomers.

Some of the sheep stations were assuming an air
of permanency, as fencing énd §ther improvements were constructed,

The King Sound Pastoral Company, whose backer, the millicnaire

Lo of the late 'eighties, was amongst the most progressive. By
September 1887, when the Resident Magiatrate of Derby passed
by with a party examining a new routs to Hall's Creek, he was

hospitably received at Lilamaloora homesteadx(42)

4



L "A small but neat house, partly constructed of limestone, 1
and partly of clay, with a verandsh front and rear, a shed to 1

cook in, a garden, ete., and a stockyard and horge-paddock,is

pleasantly situated about 600 yards from the base of the Napier,

In the garden, cabbages, tomatces, turnips, and a few other

things are grown with success. A number of young pineapples

appeared to be thriving, though the manager said they had been
moved several times".

While traVersihg the "magnificent grassy downs" of this

? .
run, it was noted that "a considerable amount of fencing has been
done, and the sheep - about 12,000 - are all in paddocks." Og
the unfenced part of the statiqn, cattle were being run. Stug

stock were imported regularly,.including Merino rams from

Deniliquin (N.S.W.) and pure Shorthorn heifers from Victorta, (43)

In 1889, under Walter Gordon, 1,400 head of c&ttie were over-
landed from Queensland, but the company's bad luck in importing

stock again prevailed, and over one-third of the mob was lost

from tick fever while crossing the Northern Territory.(éé)

Several of the other sheep stations were also putting
in imprOVGments; At the Lennarﬁ River station and Uppar Livefinga,
paédocks end new homesteads,wgré srected during 1887 and 1888, At
| Balmanihgarra, the properiyigf M.C. Davies, the theory‘énﬁ pfactice
of West’Kimberleybaheep giﬁiihg'wére well exemplified to the
- visiting Resident Magistf#te:(§5) ------- T

"Mr. Conway, the manager, informs ms that he hag
completed some extensivs paddocks, and is prepared to stock ths
station, At present he has only some 2000 sheep and about 350 head
of cettle on this station; he has advised his owners not to attempt
to increase the stock until the fencing was completed, as it was

431 C.8.0. 218386,
44 : Derby Police Ocecurrence Books, Sept. 4th, 1889. {Archives,MS241).
45 1 C.8.0. 1666/87, (Lovegrove,p.3). Cf. Sgt. Troy's report in

same file, also "Iiveringa®, op. cit. p, 9. ‘
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almost impossible to obtain good shepherds in Kimberley. It is now
a recognised fact in Kimberley that land should be fenced before
it is stocked.™
This dictum mainly applied to the sheep stations, but
it 11lustrates the contrast in method with the "open rangs"
tradition of East Ximberley. Concurrently with this progress,
however, several of the other sheep stations were falling into
financial difficulties. As early as 1885, the Méda River company
found it necessary to transfer its leases to the Bank of New
South Wales, indicating that the Bank stood as a mortgagee to
the owners of the property. Early iﬁ 1886, a Fremantle agent,
Willian Dalgety Moors, whose £irm was one of the predecessors of
Dalgety & Co., took over the lagrange sheep-runs ; they were
abandoned altogether in 1890 Mbrgan and McDermott sabandoned
 operations in 1886, and Poulton followed suit in 1888. From that
year on, the W.A, Mortgage and Agency Company was registered as
the lessee of Gregory's blocks at Gilgully.(Aé)
West Kimberley, in thg main, had originated as a fleld
for comparatively small sheep station-owners. These trensactions
. indicated that matters were not proceeding succsssfully for the
. sma}l.men.- Several reasona-combiped to make the sheep industry -
a losing proposition, but foremcst In the minds of the squatters
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46 ¢ These and all similar trenssctions are recorded in the




- -occupation by the white man gntailed encrcachments on the ~ -~ - - ¥
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was the aboriginal question. The early yeers of settlement

had been comparatively uneventful. Apert from one spearing,
that of Anthony Cornish of the Kimberley Pastoral Company

in 1882, the natiges had been in genseral quiet and tractable,

and had given no troubls beyond a few petty thefts., Station I
managers stated that they did not allow their employses to

keep native women, and local eboriginals were employed on

only two stations, Yeeda and Lulugui.(Ay) Until the wet
season of 1885-6, there are no known reports of stock-killing;

evidently wild gamerwés still plentiful. Doubtless, also,

it took some few years for the natives to develop a taste
for mutton and bsef, to which they would have resorted only

when their own game was becoming scarce. The éxpansion of

tribal hunting grounds of the natives, whose system of ethics
forbede ther to poach on fhe preserves of other tribes.
Forced to starve or to spear stock, they naturally chose

the latter alternative, Admittedly, there is truth in the

squatters' contention that the natives enjoyed hunting and

which resulted from the other cattle being harried.lt is
also worth noting Inspector Finnerty's theory tbat the

47 1+ C.8.0. 2037/84 : Sgt. Troy's report.
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formation of paddocks in West Kimberley meant that sheep were

no longer supervised by a shepherd, and hencé the natives had
every chance of killing without detection. Moreover,the back-
country natives were bolder than the coastal tribes:(As)

"Ag far as I can find out, the natives are very scarce
on the plains. On and about the Barrier Ranges, however, they
are numerous and courageous, I cannot ses that the settlars are
in a more dangerous position than other settlers in new country."

About this time, however, several cases occurred, both
in West and East Kimberley, of white men being killed by the

 nativea., At Argyle,John Durack was speared, and at Obagooma,
J.G,Piton, a coastal trader, met his death, Late in 1887,0me
traveller,James Isdell, reported finding no less than four

bodies in various localities, Simhltaneously, cases occurred

natives, somstimes with fatal results.(Ag) This may reflect

the irritation of the settlers at the increased losses of

stock through native activities. It would also be reasonable
to suspect that the gold-rush had something to do with the
change, The miners were not all men of high character, nor

~squatters. It is likely that there were cases of cruelty,
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48 3 C.S.0. 4646/86. (Report of Inspector Finnerty).
49 + C.5.0. L864,/86 1 4946/86 : 5086/86 : Dorby Police Occurrence




towards the natives, and more than likely that some of the new-
comers developed a taste for native women. This, in turn, would
have made the pastoral workers less scrupulous. The natives,in
desiring to retaliate, did not discriminate bstween the "bad
white" and the less blamsworthy. As.a result, several of the men
who were speared were believed guiltless of any provocation to
the nestives, and, conversely, some écoundrels escaped. It camnot
be said that all native murdarg were unprovoked, and the result
of inherent depravity and treachery in the blacks.

In West Kimberiey, stock-killing was worst on the
outermost stations, especially those adjacent to the King Leopold
Ranges, which offered hiding-places for the natives. The King
Sound Pastoral Company at Iilamaloora, Lukin and Monger at the

"""" Leﬁﬁafdv§1§ef; An&.Gfaﬁﬁ Anﬁeféoﬁ éﬁd'Eagaf #ﬁ dbégooma were the
three owners who appear most frequently in conteaporary police
records as having lost stock'through native activities. The
Kimberley Pastoral Association was revived in May 1838, under the
chairmanship of Isadore Emanuél;_and passed a resolution urging
police patrols, assisted by blacktrackers from districts outside

. Kimberley, to.travel the Fitzroy and the lennard. -Reinforcements- -

duly arrived for %he Derby police, though owing to unexpected

staff difficulties, patrols were not immediately sent out.(50)

50 : C.S.0. 1496/88 \I~SmEnmunuﬂgto Col. Sec.,May 14th,1888.) : Votes.
and Proceedings, 1888, FNo. 27.
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Meanwhile, police investigations found other factors to account
for the losses. Sergeant Sherry noted that :

fwith the exception of Grant,Anderson and Edgar's
station, the other stations on the Lemnard River are all worked

short-handed. The stock are not properly locked after,espscially

sheep, scores of which are killed by the wild dogs through not
having sufficient men and horses for boundary riding, and
trusting too much to half-civilised native shepherds. When
the sheep are counted, and the losses ascertained by the
manager, he attributes the losses all to the nstives.”

(51
And in the sane report,gonstable Ritchie wrote:
"Thias is ons of the driest gseasons witnessed since
being settled. Early this season the grass has nsarly all been
burnt, the settlers say by natives, which I think is correct.
Pools and springs not known to fail have dried up; causing e
great scarclty of food and water, the result being that the
sheep have become poor, many B8f them dying.”
It had been necessary, on some properties, to turn the sheep
out of the paddocks and rtn them in the bush,where they
offered an easier temptation for the natives, themsadlves
feeling the effects of the dry season and the growing scarcity
of game. The native custom of burning off large tracts of
country while hunting was another sourcs of antagonism to the

whites, who thought thaﬁ iheiaboriginalsiverﬂ deliberately

the settlers, and in HOVember 1888, Alexander Forrest urged

in the Legislative Council the formation of an expedition of
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special constables "strong enough to resist, subdue and 1eav§

a lasting impression upon the minds of these aborigines, such an
impression that will make it plain to them that an attitude of
hostility to the settlers will not be permitted.”(Sz) Forrest
claimed, on the authority of William Lukin, that "the natives
steal the sheep faster than the settlers can breed theﬁ." His
motion was not passed, but subsequerit legislation provided that
aboriginals convicted for stock-killing might be whipped, and the
maximum sentence for the offence was increased from one year

to three.

Nevertheless, losses continued. The King Sound Pastoral

- Compeny claimed to have lost 7,000 sheep in one yesr (1888).(53)

Police patrols traversed the country doggedly, returning occasion-
ally with a long file of natives on the chain, It seems that if
one mewbsr of a tribe slsw a beast, most of his fellows shared

the mezt communally, end as posseﬁéion of porﬁion of the carcass

- was sufficient evidence for arrest and conviction,it does not

follow that those who were gaoled were the most persistent and
cunning stock-killers, (Convicﬁion, incidentally, automatically

followed arrest. There are no acquittals recorded at Derby.)
Whether this served any deterrent purpose is doubtful, as when

the native convicts escaped or were released, they returned %o

thelr tribes with a knowledge of the white man's vays, and a taste

52 é Débates (Légielétive Council), vol. xiv. p. 314 et seq.
53 + "Wietorian Express", December 7th, 1889. - :
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for his meal. Indeed, the habit bf stock-killing seems to Eéfe
spread as the years went by. The upper Fitzroy cattle stations,
such as Oscar Range and Fossil Downs, could, as late as 1890,
report that "the natives in the vicinity,,.are quiet and have
not disturbed the cattle.““By.1893, they were complaining to
the Derby police of the "ruinous losses frem the frequent
attacks made on the cattle by the natives.“(SA) Losses were
heaviest in the wet season, vhen.the station workers and police

The native qﬁeéti§ninEastKimberley 1s not so
welllvdocmnented.f As late asr1889, the Resident Magistrate of
Wyndham could writes(55)

the district,and have occasionally been seen in the vicinity
of Wyndham, they are not at present very troublesome...Horses
and cattle are not molested by them, and they have every oppor-
tunity were they so inclined, as stock are running in great
muabers on the plains which the natives must constantly cross.
They do not seem inclined to make the acquaintance of the
wvhite peopls.”

"Although the natives appear to be very numerous in- - |

And at Sturt Creek, later one of the worst affected areas,no
depradations were reported until after 1890. Judging by the
____ state of affairs later in the dacade,vhowuver, it cannot have

been long before whites and blacks were at warfare, Most of

the settlers were Queensland men, accustomed autematically

to assume the hostility and ill-will of the natives.

54 s Derby Petty Sessions Records, February 4th,71893 : Police

 Occurrence Books, February 11th,1830 : January 30th,1894.
55 3 C.S.0. 2846/89,
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The depradations of tﬁe natives were by no means wholly
responsible for the failure of the small sheep-graziers to make
squatting pay. The price of wool, in 1886, began to declina?
steadily from a peak price of 124d. to 93d, where it remainea
until 1890. As most of the West Kimberlej stations were
capitalised from the depressed colény of Western Australias,
some owners were tempted to cut their losses and withdraw from
an enterprise in which small.profita were apparently not
combined with quick retwrns. On the other hand, the eastern
colonies seemsd still to be at the height of a boom period. In

(56)npere were sbout sixty bamking and

Pitzpatrick's words:

agency companies engaged in the business of pumping capital

into the pastures," During the three decades since the gold-
..... fuéhéS,‘céﬁiﬁai h&d‘fiéwéd.in-ffém'Gféaﬁ Bfiﬁaiﬁ,'ahdvﬁhé bﬁnks'. o

and stock agencies of the eastern colonies had distributed it

Qut again to the pastoralists, incidentally achieving a firm

grip over the destinies of the properties thus financed. To

these financial institutionms, tﬁe pastoral industry of Westarn

Australia represented another field for outlay. During the

- leighties, several of them founded or enlarged thelr branches = =

in Western Australia, one of the most noteworthy being

Dalgety & Co., who took over from two local firms, W.D.Moore & Co.,
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and J.H.Monger & Co. %he needs of the investors in Kimberley
compelled them to have recourse to these banks and stock
agencies and to borrow money freely from them. Thus bsgan
the process through which the fortunes of the Kimberley
pastoral industry were to be tied up to the fluctuations of
the Australian capital markét. The full implications of this
process were to becoms apparent during the depression of the |
early 'nineties. _
The poor retufns.in the wool imdustry caused

interest in the possibilities of cattle. The stock ware

. thriving and multiplying Mr.'George Rose recalls that in
those days,‘heifgrs calved at five months, The main problem

was the want of a market, Early in 1890, the "Western Meil"

obtained in Singapore ard India, there is reason to believs
that the squatters in that district will scon be troubled with
a sarious glut.“(57) The Near North had been mrobed for

& market as early as 1874, when Captain Cehill, of the schooner,
"les Trois Amis?, had sold & few'cews from the Champion Bay

later the South Australian Governmanu, wishing to develop the

Northern Terfitory export'trade, offered a subsidy of £2 per

D e T T R D e S A O D e R WD W G T S W SIS S O W T G S G D WD B T e T U G v P B G e M PGP e T B s G U G e S T W g i T e W P A o

57 3 "Western Mail", editorial, March 28th,1890.
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head for a cattle-boat service to Java and Singapore. "The
8+8. Darwin ran for several years in this trade,but partly on
account of opposition in Singapore, and partly because of the

distance fat cattle had to travel through poor country to

Darwin, the venture ceased to pay."(ss)

As early as 1887, Davies and McLean sent an

experimsntal shipment of Balmaningarra cattle from Derby to

(59)

Singapore. No further steps were taken to hreak into the

Singapors trads until 1890, when two separate attempts were
‘made, W.E. Collins, manager of Oscar Range, was recorded as

"arriving in town with twenty-one store cattls for shipment

- to Singapore, where he is aboui to proceed to endeavour to
open a butchoring business on behalf of tha Kimberley squatters
for the disposal of some of their surplus stock". (60)

They were sent up on the "Australind", and disposed of for
e fairly satisfactory mrice, but the experiment was not
repeatad, ‘The Buchanans also attempﬁed to enter this markst

in the same year, with 300 Wave Hill bullocks which had been

»»»»» "In Singapore, the bullocks brought £8 per head,but - =
expenses totalled £5, and the ring or combine there would not
allow a continuance of the trade., So that outlet was closed."

58 s Buchanan, Gordom, op. ¢it. p. 157,
59 : "Western Mail®, Dscember 6%th, 1837, ' _ '
vvvvvv 60 : Dorby Police Occurrense Books, June 28th,1890 : "Wegtern = .
Mail®, Septerber 6th, 1890. :
61 : Buchanan, op. cit. po 133 . . .
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& more satisfactory outlet vas discovered in the
metropolitan market at Perth. Following the passage of the
Tariff Act of 1888, a protective duty had been imposed on
livestock imported for slaughter from the eastern colonies,
and it was hoped that this measure would encourage the
pastoral industry of Western Australie to grow sufficient
to supply the colony's requirements of meat. During 1838
and 1889, it would appear that small lots of Kimberley cattle
were shipped south to private buyers(62), but 1t was left to
Aleﬁznder Forrest, the leading advoéate of pastoral protection,
to broach the Perth market., In June 1890,he had 31 bullocks
shipped south on the "Franklin" by G.C.Ross, the manager of
Yeeda., After a ten days' journey, these "splendid fal three-
year-olds" were sold in Parth at the respectabls price of = =~
£12 per head. "The Western Mail" commented 1 (63)

81t asys much for the Kimberley country as = cattle-
producing centre. We learn that next year the Kimberley district
will be able to supply not only these markets quring the winter
ronthe, but also that arrangement8 are being made to stpply
Singapore.” o
Two more lots were shipped from Yeeda in July, making a total
of 83 cattle sent down that years (64’) The success of 'tho

expariment encouraged other cattle-owners to entei the P@wsh

62 : Cf. Fossil Downs papers : letter, S.L.Burges = Charles
Macdenald, September 21st,1888 (acknowledging shipment
of 17 cows from Derby to Geraldton): (Archives, 521,.)
63 : Mestern Mail®, Juns 28th, 1890, :

64 : Derby Police churrence Book, July 5th and July 22m,1890
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trade. In 1891, 580 cattle were shipped from Derby ; in 1892, 1,140
and in 1893, 1,925.
The successful establishment of this export trade,

while it was in part due to the increase in the consumer population

of Western Australia after the Yilgarn discoveries, attracted the

attention of cattlemen in the rest of Northern Australia. Times
vere hard for them. To quote Buchananx(65)

"Cattle in Queensland in 1890 had slumped to & pound per
head for fat bullocks. Boiling-down works wers established at
various ports in an endeavour to deal with the surplus stock,

In Derwin and on the Pine Creek and Burrundie goldfields,a limited
market (controlled by Armstrong &nd lewrie) was the only resort

for Northern Territory cattle; but in e few years this also declined."

Some of the cattlemen began to look to Western Australis for:ah

outlet. The Buchanan interests, of Wave Hill in the Territory, and

of memorable proportions. In 1890, they drove 350 fats down the
Fitzroy valley, along the Ninety-Mile Beach, and inland to the
Nullagine goldfields. In 1892, Nat Buchanan took & thousand
bullocks from Flora Valley along the same route, and thence to

the Murchison goldfields, where'the éattle were sold and agisted.

This route included & newly ploneered track from the de Grey to
the Murchison, alcng which;H; Ric§grdson took a furtber draft of =
nine hundred Flora Valley steers in 1893.(66)
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65 : Buchanan, op. cit. pp. 132.3. ' SRR co s
66 : Ibid. chapter xvi : cf, also "Western Mail", Septembor 6th, 1890:

Derby Police Occurrencs Books, July 27th, 1893 : Fiinders,op.cit.
chapter vie. ;
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Other East Kimberley cattlemen, faced with the total
absence of marketing facilities at Wyndham, turned to Derby.
Even here, bullocks had to be slung by a rope into the hold
of waiting boats, a slow and tedioua Frocess, in which ;i took
two days to handle a mob Qf three or four.hundtgé bullgcks.(§7)
Nevertheless, any facilities were better than none. In 1893,
M.J. and M.P. Durack drove a mob of 502 Lissadell, Rosewood,
and Argyle cattle from their: stations to Derby. Previocusly

they bad probed Armstrong and Lawrie's market at Pine Creek

and Darwin, but the déprééﬁed'Territcry offered poor returhs.(68)

of these interests,the "Hbrthern Territory Times" noted in

1890, 2n recording the arrivel of

"two high class bulls to be added to thelr already

fashionable breeding stud. - There can be no doubt of the - -

intention of the Duracks to raise nothing but pedigree stock
on their station.”

like nearly all the cattle in Kimberl@y,_they_were beef Short-

horns. The Ord River station was also breeding bulls for sale,

‘and its herds were multiplying rapidly.

.cattle industry attracted one or two of the magnates of the

Horthern Territory and Qusensland. Jpseph Bradahav and

Leneas Gunn took up 1,000,000 acres at Marigul on the Prince

Information given to the writer by Mr. G.C.Roge.

"Northern Territory'Times“ July 18th,1890.

68 : Durack,M.P. 1 Diaries, 1891 and May-Juns 1893. (Durack papers)
H



Regent River, with tha'intention of stocking the area with sheep é
and cattle. Considering that the country selected had already
been the site of the failure of tho Camden Harbour scheme, _
Bradshaw showed optimism in the capacity of the ;and, Herbegap
to put up permanent buildings, althgugh‘”yo add'tolmyvsgpqrity
and ability to control the séttlegent, the abpriginsg,ﬂthe
pearlers and others", h@ ha& persuaded the Government to
appoint him to the commiésiqn'of>the peace so that he could
deal with these rather disquieting neighbdurs. He abandoned
the project in 1894, howaver, as a result of the passage of
the Stock Act of 1893.(70) | o
 This Act vas ‘brought forward by the Premler, Sir
~ John Forrast $0 close. loopholes in the Act of 1888, The - - - - .
earlier Act imposed the duty only on stock imported for
slaughter, Fearing that interests in the eastern colonies )
- - wvould introduce forward store stock, fatten them for a short
* whlle in Western Australia, and then kill them and capture
~ the market, the Legisla+ive Assembly placed the duty on all
imported livestock except stud animals.(71) This'was of

advantage to the squatters around Derby, but it effectively

barred the Kimberley cutlat to Territcry and Queensland

cattlemen. An artificial barrier had been created, which
i
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further stocking of the district. Already,in 1892,8am Muggleton -
had stocked 50,000 acres,north of Hall's Creck,from the eastern
colonies. Larger interests were making enquiries,including Innes

of Cresswell Creek, and the great Jimmy Tyson,who had several

thousand catile on the road for Kimberley vhen the nevs of the

stock tax induced him to disband them.(7 2) While the tariff may

have discouraged such invastqrs?it did not stop individual stockpen
and intending settlers from leaving Queensland,the scene of the

depression and the defeat ofrthe unions, and taking the track

"this iﬁtermitteut stream of mostly impoverished une
employed of all classes. They travelled along the long,lomg
; northern trail where they were helped considerably on their
P Journey by the hospitable cattle-stations...As to beef supplied
i R free to iravellers, that gratulty was in most cases an enforced
-one; many would have helped themselves to-a fat steer out onm the =~ = -
run,as all were armed and usually carried salt ready for cmergencies.”

Sir John Forréat‘s.solicitude for the velfare of the
local past toralist may wall have ‘been prompted by the plight of

the industry in Wesi himberley. A few pearlers,such as George

Streeter at Hill and Roebuck Plalns, and George Roe at Thangoo,

vere forming cattle runs to victual thelr crews., Otherviss,

- eXpansion was at a standstill, The emphasis previously placed on wool

72 : Buchanan,op. cit. p. 197 : Votes and Proceedings,1894, No. 1,
Ps 6. (Report of Collector of Customs,1893) : information
given the writer by'Mr Henry Denham of Breome. Cf. also
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had led to difficulties. The light season of 1888 had been followed
by another in 1890, and by the failure of the "wet" season of

1891-2, when the monsconal rains did not arrive in any quantity

' 7
until March, and even then provad‘inadequate.( 4) The only

relief measure afforded by the Gove:nment was the extension of

g

the dead-lins for the payment of rentals. However, the recuper-
ative powers of the country seem to have‘been ezcellent. The
nunber of stock in Kimberley'steadily increased, and indeed, the E

next setback, vhich carme in Fﬁbruary 1894, was cauae& by erhenslve

floods along the Lennard Rivar ‘and the lower Fitzroy. Lukin and

Mbnger lost 14,000 sheep, and the blow forceﬁ then out of
business. Meda lost-TB,OOO sheep_and 15 miles of fencing. The.

Emanuels, at Rarriwell, lost 2,200, including all their stud sheep,

and Yeeda,Gilgully,Mount Anderson and Upper Liveringa each lost
several hundred. In all,some thirty tbgusgnd sheep were reported
missing, and, as mmuch of the fencing hitherto dons in West

Kimberley had been along the fertile river flats, there was

conaiderable destruction of improvements.g 75)

The 8hsep qtations were already feeling the pinch of

"""" further falls in‘the price_of»wool. ‘In 1891, it dropped %o Sd:

and thence to 7d. in 1893, anﬁ 6¥d in 1894. Thege disappointing

74 3 Hunt,H.A. : Result of Rainfall Observations made in Hestern
Australia, {Depertmént of Home Affairs,ﬁblbourn@,1929). ‘

.75 .+ Ibid, Pp. 97-8, "Hest Australian?, February 7th and 28th, 1894.
Derby Police Occurrence Book, February 7th and 13th, 1894.
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returns compelled them to have fufther recourse to the.banks?hnd
financial houses, for support._ But the fall in the price_o:
wool‘uas mirrored in the fell of commodity prices, which causgd
investors to give up subgcribing to the banks of Great‘B?itaiq'
and the eastern colonies, The banks reacted to this by calling
in old advances, and declining to make new loans. Credit was
almost impossible to obtain, and the station-owners were not
finaneially cushioned against low wool_priceé or losses from
native depradations and climatic hazards. The financial
institutions_were not prepared to release tpe_owngrs_irqutye;r _
obligatibns, and staticn properties were, at tha time, regarded
as almost unsaleablé.(76) In_order to sscure themselveé, the
........ financial institutions took over the leases of the”praperties“‘ s
upon which they had made advances., This process was, dﬁring.
the early ‘nireties, entirely confined to West Kimberley. But
there it was commen between 1890>and 1895, Of the twenty-two
‘leaseholders 1n the district, five made over the lsages of their
runs to Delgety & Co. during this period; five to the Bank of

New South Wales; twoito private mortgagees' and one each to the
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76 : Cf, "Hor'-West Echo", March 26th,1892 The crisis is dis=- "'~
cussed in Fitzpatrick : "The British Empire in Australia",ch.vii.




Company. The list included all the sheep stations in the N
district, except for those held by Game and the Emamuels, who }
vere perhéps protected by their cattle‘;nterests. The others
who kept their own lease titles -- OsmOnd aqd ?gnton,iEdgg:
and Collins, Sparke and Dare, the Blythes and the Macdonalds --

were all cattlemen.(77)

Mention should also be made of the
part pleyed by the Derby storekeeprs, Adcock and Malet, whose
liberal credits helped several of the smaller squatters to

stay solvent, S )
| For the most part,the owners of mortgaged runs
managed to extricate themselves évsntually, and become the
holders of their own leasertitles‘onceAagain. Sevéral prominent
station-owners, however, went out of business. The King Sound
Cee Pastorel Company was compelled to abandon its property when - = - - -
its backer, Munro, was involvgd in the great slump in Melbourne.
After passing to Dalgety & Co.,this station was subdivided
amongst other leaseholéars._ Lukin and Monger, who had been
‘carrying on under the backing of tha Bank of New South Wales,
had been flooded out inv1894,_ Thiarpartial retreat from the

northern marches of settlement, on the Lennard, was paralleled
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on Oscar Range 3 while the Bank of New South Walea threw up’
Edwards, Collins, and York's old property in 1895, o
- It may perhaps have been because of the shortage
of capital that the pastoralists of West Kimberley took some of
the local aboriginals into their employ. On the later settled
sﬁations, such as Noonkanbah and Quanbun, native shepherds were
placed in charge of the sheep,_under_thé supervision of a white
overseer, until such time_as.én adequate fencing programme could
be carried out. . Each shephe;d had chg?ge’of as many askgne~
thousand shesp, which vere from tine to tino tellied by the
overaeef.(78) Natives wers alsq employpd as~servap§3“§bogpvphe
homesteads and in Derby. 'What;they lgckgd ;n e@?igigpcy they__v‘
o - made up in cheapness, an important factor in & time of debression.
They were also used as shearers. It was considered a good
performance when Alf. Bgrneﬁt? the manager of Balmaningarra,
induced a team of eleven natives to shear 830 sheep in one day.(79)
- The police trained several 19cal boys to act as blacktrackers. It
was one guch boy, Pigeon, who developed into the most notorious

black outlaw in the history of the district, and vhose exploits

brought to a head the antagonism between the two races.
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78 : Quanbun journals, 189499 3 Derby Petty Sessions Records,
March 17th, 1892,
79 : Flirders, chapter vi.

.




P A A S S SR S A

80
The cass has been dealt uith extengively in fact and fictig( )

Briefly,these are the facts: In November 1894, Pigeon and another
tracker, Captain, accompenied a constable on one of the pericdical
forays to bring in alleged cattle-killers. Learning that some

wanted natives were in the vicinity, the policeman, who had glready

made several arrests, gave his trackers firegrmsgwith which to go
out and apprehend the other blacks. In the night,Pigeon returned

and shot the policeman dead, It may be that he was anborned_by

a native outlaw of forceful personality,as Idriess claiﬁﬁ“' on
the other hand, it is also stated that Pigeon suspected that the
policeran was making advan~es to his gin, Whatever the causg,
}\Pigeon and Captain, with the prisoners, promptly went bush in
the refuge of the Oscar Range, and shortly afterwvards Pigeon

mirdered two drovers proceeding with stock from Obagoome to
Herrima. He remained at large for two and a half years, committing
two or three other murders during that time, before he was at

last cornered by a strong posse and shot down. Most of his
followers had already been dispersed, Naturally his activities
'géve rise to é sigﬁe of tehsi§n ih.the diétfict. The _squatters
bad to be always on the alert, and whenever they. sighted natives
of whose intentions they were doubtful, thay wsre ing;;ned to

shoot first and ask questions afterwards( 1 01d natives in

- 80 : Ion Idriess, in "Qutlaw of the Ledpolds" (1951) has devoted =
a whole book to the subject. I have preferred to draw from’ tha
writings of {wo Eimberley mén, Cordon Buchanan (cp.cit.) and
Richard Allen's "Reminiscences” ; also from the Robinson River
Police Camp Occurrence Book, 1894~8. (Archives, 241.)

81 : Cf. Quanbun jourrals, esp. March 6th,1895.
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the district tell stories of ‘rassacres which are alleged teo
have taken place &s a reprisal for white deatha One white
resident wrote: "Hundreds of men, women, and even children
Wwere shot down in this period, Whereronce the native roamed
: in hundredas only 40 odg years ago, hardly any survive, ‘and
| you can ride in thege Ranges for days ard never see & sign
of natives, let alone tracks n(82)

It seems undeniable that this series of incidents

poisoned relations between the white and hlack inhabitants of
the district in g way which was: to take many years to overcome;
even though there is- insufficient evidence about the extent to
which the blacks were meltreated, Conversely,the depradations

of the natives caused serious setbacks to the pastoralists,not

only because of the stock loases, but because it ~discouraged 7
the white men from viewing the district as a p&ace in which to
live Permanently. It was, inatead, a district in which to make
money befora retiring to the South and hiring & manager tqmgprk
the station. There ig little affection in Edwin Rose's _entry
in the Quantun journa1(®}) "Back to this dismal hole, after a
glerious six,months?_holiday South".v Squattera wers not

éncouraged to expend capital on improving ldving conditions on
their Froperties, or even on the sort of improvementg which

‘Allen,Richard . Reminiscences, P. 15, (NS in P@rth Archives 3

....... 82
: cory also in writer’s posseasion). = -
‘83 + Quanbun station Journals, May 6th, 1896,




would develop the productive efficiency of their holdings, For

this attitude of mind, other factors such as the isclation, the

trying climate, and the general lack of amenities wereAalsq,

responsible, but the acﬁivities of the ngtives mast havg .

increased the squatters' determination to leave the district

vhen they had extracted enough savings from thei; properties.
One cannotlaltogethe;‘blame them. Even the unattractive

little town of Derby, with its annual race meeting and dance,

consisted of little more than "three pubs, a few stores, |

a lauidry, a chemist, and the.Japanese ammgenent houses“.(aé) It

is not surprising that many‘of the stetion workers spent their

few visits to toﬁn on the s?ree, and failed to invest their

wages more profitably. Another consequence of the general lack

district. At this date, there were only a few residing in Derby
and Wyndham - the barmaids were the centre of sociel life - and
hardly any on the stations, This was one of the most notable
. factors in retarding the.prdgress of_thg.distrig?, Stgtion owners
- and managers wers prepared to'Iiﬁe'under rough condiﬁipns“uhtil

such tine as they could take a wife in the South, There was -~ -

less incentive to plen for the future in the crganisation of
a station. The homestead was not regarded as the centrs of a
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84 : Flinders, op. cit. chapter iv.
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permanent estate, nor doces there seem to have been any éense
of conserving the land for the future. It i1s the oldest of
truisms that a wife and family encourage taking thought for
the morrow, But tho only womenfollk aﬁailable, in many cases,
were the natives, and this led to antagonism with the native
men and the creation of the half-caste problem. The Derby

police records (1885-1903) afford adequate proof that many

pastoralists and station workers kept native women. Iﬁ was

not regarded as a criminal offence, There is evidence,however,

that some settlers eschewed this alternative,

The population figures taken at the census of 1891

‘are revealing, Leaving_aside the substantial number of 734 per-?

soB8 in Broome and the pearling fleei, West Kimberley supported

230 men and 28 women ; and East Kimberley (including the gold-
fields), 213 men and 34 women. In all, excluding aboriginals,
there were 505 inhabitants, of whom 62 only were women, The
increased population dues to the pearling fleet had tempted the
Western Australian gofernment to divide Kimberley into two
electorates'when'SGIf-government vas granted in 1890, Alexander
Forrest represented West Kimberley, and W.L., Baker,a Wyndham - -
storekeeper was returned fér East Kimberley. (Before he
nominated, the electorate had been faced with the choice of

2 Perth lawyer who had never been near the district, or Carr-

" Boyd; but both these candidates discreetly withdrew.) After

Baker's death in January 1893,Francis Connor, senier partner
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"big men'.

in the firm of Connor and Doherty, was returned unopposed. The
boundary-riders and station-hands of Kimberley concerned themselves

1ittle with politics ; less than two hundred persons,in West and

East Kimberley combined,had bothered to enrol. The 1mporténce g
of Forrest and Connor lies less in their work as the elected 1
representatives of the Kimberley District, than in what they

accomplished outside Parligment: Between the two of them, they

organised the Kimbgrlqy cattle:t;ade tpﬁthg metropolitan area,

and gave the squatters the markéting opportunitiss, for the uant‘
of which the pastoral indué;ryrhad languished. This could only
have been done by men who co@bihed'réséufces of capita} with'.

a personal following in the Kimberleys. The examination of

this dpvelopment is necessary to understand the subsequent
pattern of economic growth in the district. The "small men”

bad almost all been overvhelmed by economic adversity and the

hardships of pioneering. Now it was to be the turn of the
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CHAPTER II.

CONSOLIDATION.
(1895 - 1905) ‘

O Heavenly Father, if You pleases,

Ve pray to Thee on bended Knees,
That Thou and Thy dear Son,0ur Lord,
Will keep the Cockies off the Ordz

0 paralyse the duffer's hand,

As he 1ifts up his flaming brand,
Keep Poddy-dodgérs from the glen,
For Jesus Christ's sake, amen.

Now, O God, forgive our sins, =~
And may every cow on Ord havs twins.

--~  Prayer carved on a boab tres, attributed to Jim
Patterson, managing partner of Ord River station,1902-14.

can perhaps be dated from that day in June 1893 vhen Paddy Hannan,
returning to Coolgardie from Mount Youle, where a rumour had led
him and others profitlessly %o seek gold, mads his find at

Kalgoorlie, This find. COﬂfirmed the permanency of the Eastern

. Goldfields, and thus attracted thousands of men from the

depressed eastern colonies. Western Australia's population

in the consuming population, most of them adult males, meant
good business for the meat industry. Hitherto,it might have

been doubted vhether it was 3ound to encourage a growing beef

cattlo industry in Kimberley, uhenkno convenient market existed. -




Now there was an ever-increasing demand, Thanks to the
protective legislation of 1888 and 1893, the Kimberleys,
as the major beef-producing centre of Western Australia,
were cast into the role of chief source of supply. For the
next dozen years, the main object of the squatteraruas to
send away as many fat bullocks as possible, so that they
might eliminate their overdrafts, and go South to dwell
in prosperous retirement.

The paramount need of the moment was for the
efficient organisation of the marketing system. Previously
there had been no need of & large-scale wholesale and
retail butchering organisation. Cutside the small metro=-

"""" politan area, there were few districts where the local
butchers could not draw their supplies from the imuediate
neighbourhood. In the Perth area, fat stock were auctioned
at Midlend Junction once a week, and the wholesale bﬁtchers

maintained their own small separaté killing»centres.(?) The

facilities to cope with a sudden increase in population did

by inefficient shipping methods. Wastage was considerable in

livestock on the journey south, Most authorities agree that

as much as one hundred pounds in weight might be lost from

1 ¢+ For a description of the trade in Perth in the early 'nineties,
Votes add Proceedings, 1894, Ho. A12 (esp. Minutes of Evidence. S

-
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a bullock in transit. Until the construction of a jetty at Wyndham,

and a cattle race and yards at Derby, in 1894, facilities for

embarking Kimberley bullocks were primitive. At the Fremantle end,

the bullocks were swum ashore at Owen's Anchorage. The landing‘

frequently took place in rough weather, as the main shipping

period was in the winter months between April and October. Cattle

were often knocked about, and,.as there was no egsily accessible

country close to the metropolitan area for agistment, showed a

decided loss in condition when slaughtered. Indeed, few voyages

from Derby to Fremantle were accomplished without some deaths.
~amongst the stock.

Under such circumstances, the risks of shipment

 were too heavy to be borne either by'individual squatters,or by

The shipment of Kimberley cattle was s matter to be handled by

gsome large-scale organisation which could efficiently plan shipping

times by arrangement with the ship-owning companies, control sales

at the Perth end, and stand the risks sand lossés incidental to this

traffic, Two firms arose to.deal_with this situastion, Forrest,

Emanuel & Co., and Connor, Doherty & Durack.

The firm of Forrest,E“anuel came into existencs
in 1894, when Forrest, who already acted as Perth agent for most
of the settlers in West Kimb@riey, and arranged the shipment of
 their cattle, made s large sum from the sale of the "Wealth of - - - -

Nations" gold mine, of which he wvas a promoter. With this capital, -
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he determined to expand his interests in the North. An ~
opportunity arose during a visit to his electorate at West
Kimberley, where, in 1894, the pearlersrat Broome had
nominated G.S.Streéter as a candidate in opposition to him.
Having defeated Streeter comfortably by 53 votes to 28,
Forrest proceeded to the real purpose of his visit, and
negotiated a merger with Isadore Enanuel. It was a formid-
able combination. Forrest was a man who had emerged fromi 
limited circumstances with the single-mipdsd determination
to make a fortune for himself, and, in so doing, to develop
the primary and secondary industries of his native colony.
Dufing tke depressed years in West'Kimberley,he_had bought
up stations under mortgage, and developed them while leaving
....... {héﬁ étilivuﬁdéf ﬁofﬁgﬁgé; loﬁing fé Bié Qidésbfeéd‘inﬁefésﬁsA
in other phases of Western Australian developwent, he could
command cepital and credit which the small man,with his
entire resources investedfin the pastoral industry,could not.
In this way, Forrest acquired, between 1891 and 1894,Gregory'‘s
run at Gilgully, Grant,Anderson and Edgar's cattle station
- at Obagooma, and Nerrimarand;fiymb'a Flain, two almost
undeveloped properties on'ﬁhich the Macdonalds of Fossil _
Downs had been running stock on behalf of John Plumb,a Sydney
businessman.(z) Bdtween 1894 and 1897, when Plumb's Plain

2 : Macdonald papers in Archives (524) : esp. telegrams between
Charles Macdonald and Alexander Forrest,Nov. and Dec. 1894.




received the name of Jubilee Downs as a loyal tribute to Queen 7 2
Victoria, these two runs were stocked from Obagooma.(B) The new
firm continued Forrest's practice, and bought out W.E.Marmion's
share in Meda after his death in 1896. ‘ -
Isadore Emanuel, suave, shrewd and'self;contained, B

was the son of Solomon Emanuel, the largest single lessee of land
in the Kimberleys, who owned a sheep station gt‘Nbonkanbah, and
cattle runs at Gogo, tover Iiveringa, and Rarriwell, The family
must have had considerable reserves of capital to weather the o
lean times. It was said that they had made an ocutlay of £50,000 on
their Kimberley interests before making anything in'return.(A)Well
served by their managers, they had an eye for selecting geod
country, and were continually making gradual additions to their

vvvvv brépeftiés; Qhéﬁ Eméﬁuéi Eeéaﬁé Foffeét*# ﬁaffnér; fheAEmﬁnuel
properties remained solely in the control of that family,although
Forrest mﬁde over all his Kimberley stations, with the exception
of a one-fifteenth share in Upper Live;inga, to the new firm.

It was Forrest,Emanusl who put the West Kimberley cattle shipping

S Blue Funnel and Adelaide Steamship Company’s vgssels - after 1896 -

they were Western Australian agents for the latter company - and

then arranged with the local pastoralists for the delivery of

3 : Robinson River Police Camp Journal, November Ath,1894

June 18th,1895 : October 7th,1895 : Quanbun journal,September ol
and October,1897. ‘

A Debates,mi,p.é%.. (33P.Melarty.)
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cattle at Derby at a date convenient for their immediate shipment

to Fremantle.(s) At first Isadore Emanuel himself acted as local

buyer for the firm,but they soon ceme to enploy weteran local

cattlemen, such as Felix Edgar and Williasnm Macdon&ld.(é) Originally

it was the fimm's policy that staticn managers should be respon-

sible for the delivery of their stock at Derby, but later they

wore prepared to accept delivery on the station.

To the cattlemsn,of West Kimberley, this at last

meant that there was an assured market, Prices paid for “prime

average bullocks, over 750 lbs", on delivery at Derby, went from

© £5 in 1895 to ss/s/‘ in 1896, and 35/15/“ in 1898,with fat cows
fetching £4/15/=. %hese were fair prices at a time uhen the
average weekly wage of a stockman was between 30s. and £2. The
‘penalty of this marketing organisation was that it concentrated
the trade into the hands of = monopoly. Metropolitan and goldfields
consumers alleged that Forrast,Emanual controlled cattle p“ices,
and used their position %o make genercus profits, Without a large-

scale organisation of this type, however, contact between the

bringing beef from scurces of aupply 1,500 miles distant. Inv1896,

a Select Cormittee noted "thé éomplete absence of any intelligent

system of drawing in a steady supply of fat stock® at the Perth end, :

5
6

£
*
.
.

Fossil Dovns papers.

Ibid. : esp, letter,I.S. Emanuel~0harleq Macdonald,Septenbar 6th 1895

miscellaneous receipts, 1898-1903. Quanbun Journals,July 4th,1898.

7 s Ibid : telegrams Forrest-macdonald June 6th,1895,December 22nd 1895,
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~ executing them. His partner, Denis Doherty, was g_shrewd,affabla

. they acted as agents for the 500 cattle shipped from Derby by

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

and recommended the establishment of abattoirs there to rectify the
position.(s) This was not attempted, and the consumers contimied to
blame the middleman for the high price of meat.

On the East Kimberley side, the opportunity to organise
the cattle trade in a similar manner arose with the completion of
the Wyndham jetty in April 1894. Eere the middlemen were Connor and
Doherty,already mentioned as storekeepers and small stock-owners of
Wyndham, Connor was the member for the district. His characteristics
were those often regarded as typically Irish 3 charming,hot-headed,
inmpulsive, eloquently persuasive, he had a talent for formnlgﬁihg

big ideas for enterprises, and was not afraid to run risks in |

man who knew how to make the right sort of contacts. When they

erea,Doherty worked at the Fremantle end, and, in 1897, entered
Sir John Forrest's third parliament as the member for Kerth

Fremantle. Their first big venture in shipment was in 1893,when

the Duracke.(9) After that,they operated from Wyndham, drewing




at Ruby Plains, Others settled along the Great Northern Highway - - - |

Fegan and F.C.Booty at Kcojebint11) Finally, in 1897, the

76.
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the decline of the Darwin outlet; as late as 1895,"heifers could.
be bought for £1 per head and less, but thsge(were novoffers.“(19)
But within a short time, the Wyndham trade was qhallénging Derby
in 1ts extent. Connor and Doherty prospered, and pqrchaged tvo
stations on the Territory side of the border, Auvergne and Newry.
Settlement also increased in the hinterland of East»Kimberley.”;n
the years following 1893, & motley assortment of smgllhdlders took
up blocks botween Hall's Creek and Wyndham., Near wyndham,Nelgon_
and Johnson foﬁnded Hillgrove, Joe and Jack Hart started Carltonm, . !
and J.J.Durack took up Dunhan River. At Mount Barrett, near
Hall's'Creek, Jiﬁ Shephsfd, ahd-Frané Mgiﬁsen,Aé runaway Gsrmag

sailor,tock up blocks. 4 neighbour on the south was Bob Button

betwesn Hall's Creek and Wyndham, These inpluded Jack Kelly, at

Texas Downs j Joseph Bridgs at Cartridge Springs ; and Joseph

Church of England, backed by the Aborigines' Protection Board,
endeavoured té found a mission on the Forrest River, near the
old site of the Cambridge Downs enterprise. They stocked this

run with cattle purchased from J.J.Durack. (The drover was his |

son Patsy,a boy of eleven.) Thé hostility of.iﬁe aboriginss,

howsver, caused the mission to ba abandoned in 1898.(12)

10 ¢ Buchan&n,op.cit.p‘133. Lo Coee i .
11 : Allegedly this name is a corruption of "Could-you-bring" : the
owner was contimually requssting passing teamsters to bring
back stores from Wyrndham. oot R
42 : Hawirey,C.L.M. 3 The Availing Struggle,p.151. (Paterson,1947.)
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‘Most of the smallholders who came in at thié time (1893-8)
were men who had had experience as managers or stockmen on some
larger run, and were now taking advantage of the improved state
of markets to strike out for themselves. Thuszutton,bBooty,
and Kelly had each served either as manager or head atockman
on the Ord River station. Bridge was & Queensland stockman,
who overlanded with his wife and young family, of whom one -
child was born en route. The eldest daughter, a girl of nine,
often took control of thg bnllpck team. Besides those menf;qned,
there were others‘vhq took up small parcels of land at this time,
but vwho abandoned their enterprise after one or two seasons. It

is of interest to note that East Kimberley, till then a big

Just at a time when West Kimberley was provipg itself a difficult
proposition for many of the small men., However, the old-
established big cattlemen were still expanding. At the Ord
River station, the stock, although exclusively depastured on
riyerside flats which constituted but a small portion of the

run were breeding fast. One old stockmen describea then as

"doubling their numbers every four years" and it seems certain

that, from 4,000 in 1885, the herd increased to an estimated 30,000 g

in 1896, and 47,000 at the bapgtall.mnstgr of 1901-2.(13) Panton,
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proceeded to enlarge the run by taking in the Nicholson Plains
country. Foster,Stretch,and Weekes, the owners of Sturt Creek
station, took up an entirely separate block to the westward of
Hall's Creek, which formed the nucleus of the Margaret River
_station. This was in 1897, at a time when the depradations of
the Sturi ureek natives were becoming aerious._

It must not be supposed, as wag_frequently’alleged
at the time, that Connor and Doherty had secured a monopoly qf
the marketing in this area, Forrest and Emamel were not averse
to attempting to secure the'agency_rights“for pastoralists in
the East Kimberley and Victoria'Rive;‘districts, and there was
some competition between the two firms.(14) In the main,however,

Forrest,Emanuel & Co. acted for West Kimberley exporters, and

Connor & Doherty for East Kimberley. In 1897,the latter firm
strengthened their position by arranging an amalgamation with ’
the Durack brothers, of Argyle. %esides bringing five properties,
Auvergrne and Newry in the Territory, and Argyle,Ivanhoe,and the
Ascot Depot in Westernm Australis, under the one ccnxrol,"this
merger meant that henceforward Connor and Doherty_éould.congenp |

. trate on marketing problems at the metrgpolit§n end,‘whi1e the -
Duracks acted as buyers anﬁ dealt with the squatters who wished

to vend cattle.

14 : Letter,M.P.Durack - Francis Comnor, September 5th,1898. R
15 s Articles of agreement, Connor,Dolerty & Durack.(Fremantle, 1897)=

Durack,M.P. : Diaries,1897 et seq. (Durack papers).
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A1) seemed ready for an unipterrup@gd supply of Kimberley‘
beef to the miners and townspeoplq of_the_S9gih, Seasons were
good, and the pastoralists! only WOrTy was tqlar:agge the best
contract posgsible with Forrgst,Emanual_oray;th Congo;,”

Doherty & Durack, and to have their fa?_sppckareadyifor ghipment
at an appointed date. Fo: them, and fg:u§h§<§yo marketing
firms, the situation seemed, for the first time in years,

edged with possibilities'of prosperity. So fer as East _
Kimberley went, these:pxdépécts>were elmost immediately dulled,
The responsibility for this may bé ?gférreﬁltb;q small parasite
scientifically known as Iggggﬁ_bgg;g,_the common cattle tick.

A certain amount of mystery»surrounds the first

entry of this costly newcomer to the Kimberleys, The broad
outlines of its debut in Australis are thus described by
J.H.Kelly: (16)

"The cattle tick appears to have been introduced to
Northern Australia in 1876, on cattle imported from Batavia
for the cable station at Darwin. The first outbresk of red~
water fever, caused by the tick, occurred in the Darwin area
in 1880, but the fever did not become serious until about 1890.
In the early stages of tick infestation, redwater fever was
‘not attributed to the cattle tick. It was not until 1894 that’
the responsibility of the tick for outbreaks of redwster fever
was recognised.”

During this pericd, the incidence of the disease spread over

16 : Kelly,J.H. : Report on ths Béef Cattle Industry of Northern
Australia. (Bureau pf Agricultural Economics,Canberra,1952,) -




the Northern Territory into Queensland, and gradually in the

direction of the Western Australian border. Several of the
overlanders! mobs, travelling across the.TerTitOryvto the
Kimberleys, were infected by redwater feve:,rgnd suffered
losses. Amongst them may be enumerated Macdonald's mob for 7
Fossil Downs, the Sturt Creek cattle, MCIntosh's lot,the remnants
of which he sold to the Ball's Creek hutchers, ‘end the King Sound
Pastoral Company's lot under W, Gordon, Névartheless,no outbreak
was reported in East himberley during the first ten years of
settlement although it seems beyond donbt that tick of some ‘ %

sort were observed by the early aettlers == whether I;ngg_hgzig é

or not nobody had the necessary scientific knowledge to érove.‘

Quite‘ppssibly,_the,specimens observed were kangaroo ticks., = = = ;
....... In January 1896, - machinery was created for the

administration of the Stock Diseases Act of 1895, which confirmed

the Government's powers to impose an embargo or quarantine

precautions on stock imports.(?7) During the same month,

a deputation waited upon the Commissioner for Crown fhnda

(4. R. Richardaon) Amongat its members were Francis Connor, and

danger which existed from the possibility of the introdnction of
the cattle tick from the Horthern Territory and Queensland. (18)

_____ 17 : For regulationg,see Government Gazette : Jéﬁuar& i?th and 31§t,' ]

18 : "West Australian",January’23rd;1896.




As a result of these representations,thq Exegutivt Council passed
an ordinance prohibiting the importation of cattle from the
Northern Territory, except from Wave Hill station, and those
properties on the border which were owned by th§~sam¢ interestsrﬂ‘
as neighbouring Kimberley stations (e.g. Ord River and the Connor,
Doherty & Durack bloc). ThisAwas the area of the Northern
Territory chiefly concerned in supplying the Wyndhan market,and
so at first no great hardship was anticipated from the regulationg.
Since Connor and Hill both hed pastoral intgres§a in_East Kim-
berley;it seems reasonable to suppose that these réstr;ctions

had the support of most of the cattlemen - for the time being.

Before long, the situation changed. In April 1896,

the Stock Depsriment received reports from the inspectors at
Hall's Crsek and Wyndham that a few cases of tick and redwater
had been detected. Richardson, one of thg origigal shareholders
in Yeeda, and still interested in extensive pastoral holdings in

- the North~West,recognised the seriousness of these reports. He

inspect the situation. . Helmsg in his report,ryas_@iscouraging.‘(19)'
He found the settlers, with one exception - the Durack brothers -

vere far from co-operative. "An almost generasl opinion prevailed

L oo e TS R I L T T T T e e
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that ticks had nothing to do with the disease commonly known
as ‘Red Water!",he wrote. Hblms vas neither the first nor , 
the last enquiring government official to meet with this type
of attitude. The squatters gssurediﬂqlmshtpgt there had been
tick in East Kimberley as long as anyone could remember, but
never a case of redwater.fevay. 'Howevarzﬂglms pointeé.ouﬁitbgt
in June 1896,a mob of nine hundfgd beasts under gqlg_to‘Connor

and Doherty Bad entered East Kimberley near the junction of

the Negrl and the Ord. Of ﬁheée,ningty—;ig gegeAall§g§§'§o N
have died of redwater fever. An attempt was made to profe to
him that overdriving was the cause of so many deaths, but Helms
detected redwater fever in at least one bullock of those that

survived. Although the tick were confined to a small portion

of the Ord River station, no attempt was being made to prevent
the gpread of the pest, and in fact, stock for shipping were
being driven indiscrimina@ely from the affected area through
other properties to Wyndham. Helms advised that“cattlerf:om‘
infected areas should be confined to a special stock route to
Wyndhen elong the border{_ 

,,,,,, . . In West Kimberley,thg Resident Magistrate of Derby = -

(Dr. F.M. House) reported(2 0)

20 : Bouse,Dr., F.M. : Report ‘for the half-year ending June 30,1896.y
(Votes and Proceedings, 1896, Mo. 14).




{
"The squatters here are rather distubbed by the ¢
reports of the cattle tick having been seen in East Kimberley, !
and are pleased to see that the Government have so promptly ;
sent an officer to inquire into the matter. Doubtless in the |
event of his investigation proving the existence of tick,
measures will at once be taken to prevent the spread of this
terrible parasite, the importation of which into this distriect
would be a very real calamity, especially as the squatting
industry is not yet on a large enough scale to enable
freezing works to be established.”

West Kimberley was fairly effectively divided from East
Kimberley by the King Leopold_Ranges, and by a strip of
unoccupied country at least one hundred miles in width.
Quarantine regulations between the two districts would |
have been easy to maintain. The West Kimberley squatters
cannot have failed to perceive that, if restrictions were
placed on the novement Qf Easf Kimberley stock,it‘would
R increase the demand‘fof-ﬁést-Kimberléy‘cgttlg.;lt'is """" i
instructive to observe the economic motive in the discussiocns
which follewed. _ _ _ B _
| Further.reportsrseemed to indicate that the
cattle tick waslappéaring_in small qumberé between tha Negri

~ junction and Wyndham. This low-lying country, in summer the

most humid part of East Kimberley, offered conditions most

the Executive Council took more stringent measures. Orders-

in-Council were gazetted, mrohibiting the importation of

~all cattle, horses, and dogs from the Northern Territory and = .

Queensland, until these colonies were declared "clean”,(21)‘

21 :+ Government Gazette, January 29th,1897.
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As it eventually transpired, this vas a case of shutting the
stable door after the livestock had got away. At the time,the
Stock Department hoped that.tﬁere was & prospect of the few
isolated tick colonies dying out. The immediate effect of these
regulations,however,was to hit at the Wyrdham export trade,and
to confine the area,from which stock might be drawn,to East
Kimberley. Connor,Doherty & Durack found the embargo would
render it impossible to maintain normal supplies to the metro-
politan market. By drawing extensively on the fat cattle of
East Kinberley during 1897,_thay might keep their pumbe?s up,
but this would affect the prospects for future years. Only for
a few of the East Kimberley céttlemenAthe;$§tuation seemed_4’
temporarily advantageous as it brought about a rise in prices.

P.B. Duracx was authorised to pey as much as £5 10s. for Sturt

Creek bullocks.(zz) _
Connor, as ths spbkesman for East Kimberley, did

his best to have this regulatiqn rescinded. Appargntlyrencouragéd

by verbal expressions of sympathy from Sir John Forrest,sbortly

the Territory. This was_contr&ry to @he regq}atiqng,,apd the

Chief Inspector of Stock, who was then at Wyndham, launched

o o -t e s Y e S T W T o e W VP e A e W w P B o U B e r RO e e S W s T S s S ot A o O T S 0 A @

- 22 ¢ Letter,M.P.Durack - Francis'Connor;'(Date undecipherable,but =
from internal evidence can be placed late in June 51897.)
(Durack papers). ' ‘
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a prosecution against Connor,Doherty & Durack, who were fined
fifty pounds.(23) While this prosecution was pending,Connor g
was urging his case in two deputations to the,Acting-Premier,
Eguard Wittenoom,who had large pastoral interests in the
Murchison, and was financially interested in Thangoo,a cattle
run near Broome, _
The first deﬁutation met Wittenoom on May 16th,1897.

It mainly consisted of Weét Kiéberley, Horth-WQst,and_southern
pastorelists. Connor claiﬁed fha@ his inclusicn had onlyvbeen

erranged at the very last momemt. The object of most of the
deputation was to'requeétrfﬁeuétriCt‘egfofqementbof'the 1 A

- prohibitory regulations. Connor dissenﬁgd. Hsicla;med that
the regulations were unnecessary The connexion between the L

vvvvvvv éaﬁflé‘ﬁick‘éﬁdvrédwétéf fe?ér’héd ﬁofvbeen satiafabtorily

established. There had been tick in Kinberley ever since
the first ploncers arrived, and never a case of redwater.
Furthermpre, the stock inspectors had not been able to find
any cattle tick; Connbr imﬁlied that certain interests were
urging the restrictloﬁs.in.ofdef to keep up the price of beef,

- and- secure profits, "He“could only have meant the catilemen
outside East Kimberley in general and Forrest, Emanuel & Co.
in particular. (24)

_______ 23 “Westcrn Mail®, June 25th, 1897. o
24 : Ibid, May 218%,1897.
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Yittenoom's reply, while conciliatory, was generally in

favour of the maintenancé of the regulations. He had the

majority of the deputation on his side, Five days later,

Connor mustered up another deputation,»consis@ing in thg main

of retailers, members of Parliamment representing the consuming

interests, and other sympathisers who were for cheap meat and

the risk o£ tick. They‘reite:ated'Cpgpoyfg prgv@gqgmg:gumgnts.

Finally,Connor said that, if Parliament were in session, he

would move a motion of no confidgnée‘ig_the Qoye;qmepﬁg on this

issue. This was the wrong Qay'to'handle_ﬂittgnoom, wbpge» |

‘attitude hardened, He pointed out that reports from stock

inspectors on the spot, amongst them the Chief Inapector

(J. Morton Craig), noted improvement in the position, making it
"""" doubly fopllah o Tun Tisks of furtker inféction from the

Horthern Territory. The aftermath of these deputations was

a press correspondence between Connor and_I;ado;e Emgnuel,in

which each anulyued the other's motives in the tick question

with malice, and possibly not without_agcu;acy.(lﬁ) 7 ‘
Connor actually went so far as #d join gﬁ"opﬁpgition?"

(26)
his claim on the moribund Hall‘s Creek fields, Eventuslly,he

25 : "Western Mail®,May 28th,1897 : "West Australian”, May 22nd to
June 7th,1897 for Conncr-Emanuel controversy.
26 : "Western Mail",July 1st,1897.




the local stock insﬁector, certifying that this mob was clean, "
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was dissuaded from further action until the return of Sir John

Forrest. A letter from M.P.Durack said,of theAPremier:(27)

"Were he to see the question in the true light,
that the introduction of (Territory cattle has been) vetoed
by a lot of Southern pastoralists unserupulous of the truth,
and studying énly their own perscnal aggrandisement at a loss
to the country, and starvajion to the miner, I am sure he would
not have the slightest hesitation in allowing the introduction
of bullocks from this quarter of the world."

In preparation for this, their drovers obpained a mob of 900
bullocks from Wave Hill (N.T.),and hsld them in isolation near

the border. On Sir John's return, a report was obtained from

and a special Order-in-Council was pasaed, on November 3rd,1897,

permitting the entry of these cattle.(zs)

Wittenoom deputation,the Opposition at once conluded that Sir
John's motive in allowing thess cattle to enter was not, as
he said, a desire to keep up an adequate supply of beef at
reasonable prices, but to placate Connor and Doherty, and to

ensure their votes in Parliament On December 15th,1897,the

ment's administration of the Stock Diseases Act of 1895 should

be deemed "unsatisfactory,and not in the best interests of the
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27 : letter,M.P.Durack-Francis Connor’ Sept 17th, 1897 (Durack papers)
28 3 Government Gazette, November 8th, » 1897,
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pastoral industry."(29) Debate followed,in which the Opposition
had rather the better of the argument, Connor being absent, and
Doherty choosing to take no part in the discussion. On the
motion of Alexander Forrast;howeber,the debaﬁe wvas adjourned
for a week. At the end of this time,Septimus Burt(Bo)movnd for
the amendment of Leake's motion,so as to remove any implicit
censure,and also to provide "that no cattle be allowed to be
moved by land or sea from East Kimberley district until such
district is declared by the Chief Inspector of Stock to be fres
from tick,or until Parlisment is again consulted,“(31) Almost
the only voice raissd in opposition to the amendment was that of
‘Charles John Moran,a friend of Connor.(32) He stressed the

possibility of a rise in price for the consumer, and added:(33)

whole of the cattle trade will be in the hands of one firm,
and the mover of this motion will be infiicting gre&t hardships
on one part of ths colony."

Despite this plea, and the receipt of a petition from Wyndham
- expressing confidence in the innocuousness of the tick,and the
evil influence of the quarantine reﬂukations, Parliamant passed

Burt's amendment. It was further provided that an experienced

G B T e s S D s T OB W v S G N WS B PP S D S et WD A S WS B T WP A e O S e e PO D S W M O3 T W B e P e G W B S

29 $ Déb&tes’ﬁ,ppo 1085‘1109 4 1300’13170 )
30 : Septimus Burt (1847-1919) : MIC 1880-90 3 Attornsy-General,
1890-7 : MLA for Ashburton,1890-9 1 ownsd several pastoral
rroperties,some in partnership with Alexander and David Forrest,
31 s Debates, xi. p. 1301.

32 : Charles John Moran (1868-1936) :+ MLA for East Coolgardie,1894-
1901 : West Perth 1902-5, A political stormy petrel; later
foundation member of the Country Party, and director of the

Agricultural Bank.
38 : Debates,xi. p. 1307.
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Queensland stock inspector should visit East Kimberley, and report
on the prevalence of tick,and its ravages in the district. Moran
attempted to extend the area of investigation to West Kimberley,
but the move was blocked by the Forrests, and defeated at a
division on pa¥ty lines. - o
Pursuant to this, on January 12th,1898, the Executive
Council declared East Kinmberley an infected area, and bangedrthe
export of all livestock from the district'ﬁo other portions of

(34)

Western Australia. Almost simltaneously, a scare was caused

by dhe discovery of cattle tick at the Fremantle stogkyards.(35)

The tick did not spread,and were presently stamped out; but t@e
incident lost support for Connor and his;partisans,who_werg still

asserting that "the tick were not the true cat*le tick nor

inspector, ha?cock, confirmed that "East Kimberley was hopelessly
(37
ticked up". Drovers h&d exercised no resiraint at all in taking

cattle from tick-infested areas and contaminating the rest of
the country. Consequently,ithere was no clean country on which
to depasture cattle, and this rénderedvdipping futile, Hancock

——-—.—-——-———-—..——--q_.—-——‘———-—--——-.---—-——u-—»-'—-‘--——-p————-—-nv-;———q-—..—.-—._..

34 1+ Government ®azette, January 2TSt 1898

35 + "Western Mail", January 28th 1898. o - '

36 ¢ Ibid. : cf. letters by Sir Alexander Gockburn—Campbell (Ibid.
March 22nd31898),and J.W. Durack (Ibid,July 14th,1898).

37 :+ Ibid, June 24th,1898.



ship about two bundred beasts a fortnight. However,in 1898,

.39 : "West Australian®, April 8th and May 20th,1898. Cf.
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recommended that absolute quarantine should be maintained,but
that the prohibition on Nortberanerritory cattle should be
removed, and a chilling and esttract plant be provided in
e meatworks, to be constructed at Wyndham.

Meanwhile,the cattlemen of East Kimbg:lqy were cut
off from all markets. M.P;Du;ack endeavoured to overland store
cattle to Queensland,but was caught by a drought in_thQ'KQrtbern

(38 ) The firm of

Territory,and his mob sustained heavy 1o§ses.
Connor,Doherty & Durack determined to develop a trade to the

islands of the Near North and to Singapore. It was planned to

a rival trade was also developing from Broome, where & cattle

Jetty had been completed in the March of that year. OStreeter 1
én& ﬁélé Qéré ﬁﬁevfirﬁ'c§p£foiliﬁg'this.tfﬁdésaggﬁe.Siﬁgééofe ......
outlet was not greatly developed ; 172 cattle were sent there
in 1898, and 203 in 1899, after which the trade lapsed,perbaps
because of declining prices.' 7

By now,tick fever ﬁas getting a hold on the lower Ord.
Owing to the reticence éf_ﬁhé_hdstoralists to disclose their %
losses to the Stock Departmeﬁt,it.was impossible to form an = .
38 : Durack,M.P. : Diaries,Dec.1897 and Jan.- May,1898. 5

Appendix VII (a). : _ §
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estimate of the number of cattle lost. The local officers of
the Stock Department made expefimenta in inoculation,but this
was not practised oﬁ a large-scale basis.(Ao) But the friends
of Connor and the East Kimberley squatters refused,even at this
stage,to recognise the existence of the epidemic- When
Parliament re-assembled in July 1898,F.C.Monger(41) brought
forward a motion that "owing to the absence of any sickness or
mortality in East Kimberley cattle,the restrictions now existing
be removed, so that the consumers, as.uell_as the producers, nay
benefit by the large number of fat stock available'there.”wséi)
the motion of Charles Harper, seconded by Alexander Forrest,
the question was referred to a select committee of seven members.
Acting as a fact-finding commission, with ‘Harper as chairman,
vvvvvvvv ﬁhéj fobk évi&éhcé ffoﬁ éévérﬁi étéék‘ihépéciéré éndueipéfté,'v -
as well as from Connor and M.P. and J.¥W. Durack.
The report of the sele?t cqmmittee was pgssim;st;c
in outlook. "Those best gualified to judge{stgie tha@»vigorops
quarentine laws will doubfieés materiglly ghgck the gpégad of
~ the disease, although it will not prevent it from ultimatély _

——— T = T . "t TS - WD A o S ES A A A NP U S D SE S G e P O T Y VD s - g WD e D G O s e B - —

40 s+ Report of Chief Inspector of Stock 1898 (Votes and Pro-
ceedings, 1899, Ho. 9):
41 : MLA for York, 1892-1903,1905-1914. Had worked under Lukin
on the Lennard River station during the 'eighties. '
42 v Debates,vol. xiii, p. 374 et seq.,390 et sey.,478 et seq. =
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of cattle has not, so far, proved satlsfactory in absolutely
destroying the adhering ticks."(43) Ingeed,it vas plain that
during 1898, redwater fever had been spreading throughout

Fast Kimberley. Quarantine bging_ineffgctual,Fh@ﬂcommittee
recommended the immediate provision of ipoculationﬁfgcilities
throughout the colony, and of slaﬁghtgrhyardg and chilling
works at Wyndham, although they expressed doubts about the ‘
reception which chilled meat would recelve on the pgtropolitan _
market. This suggestion had been urged byrtheustock_ipspectors,
‘Hancock and Craig. Meanwhile,until a satidfactory system of
‘bringing careases from quarantine districts had beén devised,
the Committee felt:(44) |

"7t must be considered a serious and important problem

under strict conditions of immediate slaughter."

This non-committal comment reflected a divergence of
opinion on the subject amongst mamberé of the comaittee. One,
J.J.Higham,after the reception of the report,moved that cat*le
should be allowed to come from Wyndham to Fremantle, and there

" held for slaubhter within a rlgidly quarantined area, or, if

------- certified clean, for trucking to the goldfields. Inoculatlon

facilities should be prbvided throughout the colony, and "to

- g S S U W T G WP Sn P e W e R TN WS e SE IS NS WP W T G G G e Ak S A g R A e G R A G i P W A S e e o W B g g W . -

43 ¢ Report of the Committee : Votes and Proceedings,1898 Ho. A8.
44 2 Ibid. : Recommendation 15.- S -



,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

render the scheme complete, abattoirs and chilling compartments
attached shguld be at once provided."(45) The debate which
followad(ﬁgvealed several schools of thought. Those, like
Monger, who favoured complete sbolition of the restrictlons
vere in a minority. Some were for‘Higham's schene ; othsrs,
led by another member of the committee,H.W.Venn, favoured the
construction of chilling works at Wyndham, togethsr with the
provision of an inoculation service. _The Gove;nmant and most
of its supporters were against the latter scheme after Sir John
~ Forrest had expressed his dquﬁtslabout_the possibility of
‘raising the £15,000 estimated nccessary to pro#ide Wyndham
with a killing centre; an unusually cautious attitude fqr the
father of the Coolgardie Wéter Scheme._ Instead,they favoured
""""" a cheaper version of Higham's proposal, by whith m'm'niioz; -
of the provision of metropolitan abgttogrs was omlitted, but
permisslon was granted for Kimberley cattle to be brought down
by sea from Wyndhan after December 15th,1898. Such cattle were
to be slaughtered imnediafel& on arrival at Fremantle, or, if
clean, to be trucked direcﬁrto the goldfields in special B
freight vans. Once again,Sir John Forrest, with his talent for

compronise, had managed to satisfy the requirements of Connor
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and his supporters, whilst giving sope grounds for assurance to
those who feared the spread of the tick pest. Charles Harper,
the chairman of the select committes, tried to move that "the
best interests of the country would be served,wers the Government
to guarantee interest on the cost of the erection of chilling
works at Wyndham by private enterprise; such guarantee to be for
a limited number of years at a moderate rate of igteregt," Sir
John Forrest was not prepared to support this suggestion, and
it, in its turn,ves negatived.(47) | , R
During the héxt]feu‘years, tigk_feve: contimed to
‘take some toll of the herds of East Kimberley, though, if the
statistical returns provided bo.the Government are to be trusied,

not to such an extent as to prevent an increase in the numbers,

In East Kimberley,cattle numbers doubled fron 58,528 in 1896

to 112,551 in 1900. From Wyndham in 1899, 7,692 cattle were
shipped -~ nearly twice as many as from Derby.(AB) However,the
Stock Department found cattlen@n as reluctant as ever to

disclose their losses. In 1900,the Chief Inspector reviewed

the situation thus: (49) o -
.......... o __5The.mortality.from.thisvcause.isvincreésing.,One S
- stockman in East Kimberley acknowledged to me that he had

lost 500 head of cattle through the fever, and as he is by

no means the largest owner in the district, it is right %o
assume that others have fared cven worss.”

|47 : Debates, Xiii, p. 1695 ot seq. |
48 : Cf. Appendices IV and VII. oo
49 Vqtes and Proceedings, ‘900 No. 24.
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By now Parliament must have exhausted itself on the tick
controversy., Its members took very little time to agree tb
a motion put forward by Monger in October 1899 that "t is
desirable that the prohibition against cattle in the Northern\
Territory of South Australis from entering into Western
Australia be removed."(50) This entirely loglcal proposal was
supported by all parties._J.J.Holmes, part-owner of the border-
line station of Rosewood 9bégrved, a»t;ifle maliciqgsly, that (51)
1% is a well-known fact that these cattle are being intreduced
from the Northern Territory without paying duty,but if this
motion be carried, they will arrive in broad day, and give
the Government an opportunity of adding to the revemue."
Orders-iDFCouncil gave effect to this recommendation,and from
that time on, the western part of the Northern Territory could

" again be considered as part of the hinterland of thg'port“of'_“ -
Wyddham. By 1901-2, 10,}72 cattle were passing through Wyndhan,
of which /0% came from inside the Terriﬁory.

The effects of the tick embargo may be swmarised
as followss--
1. . It brought the idea of a meatworks ‘at Wyndham

within the realm of practicality for the first time. Had a.

meatworks been erected at this stage of the district‘s history,

it may have made for greater efficiency in marketing methods,
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. 50 : Debates, xv, p. 1889.
51 b Ibida ppa 1891‘2. '
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and the earlier establishment ofIOVerseaa outlets for the céttle
of the Kimberleys. It would certainly have brought about greaﬁer
efficiency in supplying the demand of the metropqlitan market,
and have eliminated the deaths and wastage of condition éntailed
in the long sea voyage from Hjndham to Fremantle.
2. Although losses occurred from tick fever, the
respite in drawing off drafts from the various stations seems
to have resulted in the district Eéing stocked up faster than
otherwise may have occurred. o o ,
| '3. The rivalry and competition between the West -
Kimberley and East Kimberley cattle trades may have'been
increaéed by this issue, which certeinly confirmgd‘thg tendency
in West Kimberley, hitherto primarily a sheepraising centre, to-
f concentrate on the production of fat cattle.
‘ This last occurrence was scarcely_surprising. Wool
prices had not greatly recovered frqm the slump_of 1894 - ag

late as 1901 they were still at 63d. - whereas cattle were in

P

Springs ;3 Rose brothers' Quanbun ; and G.C. Rose's Mount Anderson.

All these owners except G.C.Rose had cattle interests. This

run two or more properties had weathered the bad times in the
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wool trade. In addition, it had been by now definitely establlshed
that the country near the coast was unsuitable for sheep, which were
now confined to a definite segment of country along the Fitzroy.
From 1894,a profitable sideline was being developed in the sale
of fat sheep and lambs for the metropplitan market. In the‘yea:s
between 1896 and 1900, eleven to fourteen thousand were sent away
annually.(SZ)

Nearly all the big owners were, from 1894 omwards,
i expanding the area they beid under occupation. This arose from

the incentive provided by théllﬁhtr0nolitan market. With their

favourable situation in the heart of the district, each of the

bownéfé mentioned.ébove managed to free themselves from some‘of-'

the burden of debt vhich had kept them back in the early ‘nineties,
______ and to extend their grazing runs.  Between 1895 and 1905, Emmnuels, .

Game, the Rose brothers, the Kimberley Pastoral Company, and

M.C.Davies each came to conﬁroi areés of one to three million

acres in the best and most accessible portions cf the Fitzroy

and Lennard wvelleys., This put.these five organisations in a

favourable position compared to most of the other small 1eaue—

felt entitled to their pre-eminent poaition,ngw‘that matters were

going better, Besides, mere land-hunger was not the only reason
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52 Cf. Aopendix VII.
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for their acquisition of these extensive estates., As J.P.Melarty

of the Kimberley Pastoral Company explained:(53)

"We have become large landholders by force of
circumstances. When we first went to Kimberley, we did not hold
Very much country. But if you have a stockman who leaves you
and takes up a couple of hundred thousand acres on the margin
of your land, it is a marvellous thing how he gets cattle and
how they breed. They seem to have triplets every time, and the .
end of it is the squatter has to buy this man out. I am not
bringing ferward an imaginary case, We have had to buy three
people out, the land amounting to about three-quarters of g
million acres,™

There can be no doubt that some of the smallholde:s'.>
who entered the cattle'industfy'in'the later 'nineties supplemented
their herds by "duffing". ' "Duffing", the art of gc;{ui_ring and
branding cattle wibhout pgying for‘them, was, when practised by
an expert, very difficult to prove. The Derby police journals

reveal several instances when the police had strcng suspicions

against a cattleman, but lacked evidence to prosecute., The

attitude of the inhebitants of Kimberley was, in general, that
if a squatter employea boundary-riders ?ho were too idefficient
to muster his cleanskin cglvés, he deserved to lose them to his

more active neighbour. 'They'wére not unéympaﬁhetic to the small

which led to immediate prosecution. For the most part,however,

the small cattleowners were confined to the outskirts of settlement.,

—--——-.__—————--—----—-------———-—----------.----n-.--—---oo---c--——--—..
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As the older-established and better-capitalised squatters
consolidated their holdings in the nsighbourhood of the Ord
and Fitzroy valleys, the small men were left to go out and
start their runs at the limits of settlement.

Durlng the later 'nineties, there were two areas
of expansion in West Kimberley. In the Bréoms area, the
rapld development of thé poarling industry‘was accompanied
by increased activity in the-pastoral industry. Following
the example of Streeter and Roe, other pearling men were
coming ashore to found cattle runs as a. sideline,especially

~ after the provision ofia'cattle—shipping jetty in 1898,
Between 1899 and 1902.a strihg of stations appeared along

the co&st. North of Brocme Came Streeter and Male's Hillj

and Bell). In 1901, ths Beagle Bay mission station was taken
over from the Trappists Ey the Pallottine order,vwho,besides
impreving the lot of‘the>nativeé, raised csttle upon their
- reserve, To the'nouiﬁ'of'Broomévcamé Thangoo j3 Yardagarra
(Frank Biddles and John Iough Edgar) 3 Rollah Downs

(W.H. “Gentleman" Jamcs) s and Calendigie (larry Noonan).

Besides engaging in the livestock shipping trade,these

stations found an outlet for thelr cattle in the goldfields
of the North-West and the Mhrchison. The stock route
---- followed the-NinetyohileiBeach and Buchanan's track-of-1892i 7

‘Prominent in this-trade'waé Streeter and Male's station at,Q

Roebuck Plains, from which drafts vere sent to Marble Baxr %
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the largest number that had ever travelled down from the West
Kimberleys in a gingle herd."(ségese were overlanded to Peak Hill
and sold as "advanced storés". It is of interest to note that the !
Roebuck Plains cattle were not Shorthorns, as were nearly all

other Kimberley cattle, but Herefords, which were generally held

to fatten more quickly, but also to loss condition more readily

than Shorthorns, Other pvupérties in this neighbourhood also sent
stock overland to Condon, Port Hedland, and the Pijbara district.(55)
Statistics to indicate the volume of this trade camnot be provided.

This area, in the main, could be regarded as inferior to the rest

of the district. The first comers to the Kimberley district had 1

passed over it in favour of better country inland. More recent

certain minerals,such as cobalt, Nevertheless,the demand for
cattle had led to its cultivation, at first with sufficient success
to encourage the leaseholders to continue operations.

Settlement was proceeding in other directions, Inland

‘there was country of betier quality, the main.defect of which was

! its distance from a port. The boom in cattle prices revived
exploration by men in quest of new pastures, To the south of f
the Kimberleys, two axpporing paxties., those of Wells and Carnegie

(1896-7) reported only barren and unpromising desert country.

1900 « April 27th 1901.
55 : Cf. Derby Police Occurrence Books,May 8th,1901 : June 21s5t,1901




,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

North of the settled area lay the barrier of the Leopolds;which
had rebuffed Alexander Forrest. They had, indeed, already been
penetrated twice, once by a prospécting party updgr“Charlie
Hall, and once, & few years later, by Tom Chatman,_qu is said
to have been eloping from Wyndham to Derby with a puplican's
wife.(Sé) These discoveries réceived little publicity, and the
country "over the range" remained unoccupied. There was still
land to be taken on the settled side of the range,in and near
the King Sound Pastoral Company's abandoned holdings. By 1898,
Huttqnvand Rose had taken up Leopold Downs, and Joseph Blythe
 had stocked Fairfield. In that year, Frenk Hann, an experienced
stockman who‘had overlanded from Queensland, found his way over
S the ranges, emerging near the Prince Regent River;(57)' His =~ !
report of well-vatered grassy country attracted attention,and
in 1898-9,J0seph Blythe and his sons cut a stock track into
the Leopolds, and formed the mcleus of another‘station at
Mount House, which Hann had named and described.
Because of thé,interest taken in this country,

the Government, in 1901, fitted up an expedition under two

experienced surveyors,'F.S,Brdckman and Qharles Crossland, to

make a thorough examinstion of the unknown portions of North

in Chatman's obituary, "Nor'-West Echo", April 21st, 1914.
57 : Reference is made to Hann's expedition in Brockman's report
(Votes and Proceedings, 1902, No. 2).

———
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Kimberley. Starting from Wyndham, their party mde a wide
circuit of the unknown country, which took the whole of the
dry season.(ss) Besides discovering and naming the Chamberlain,
Calder,Moran and King Edward Rivers, they charted several
"useful grazing tablelahds", with possibie gtock routes which
would make them accessible from the sea. In the neighbourhood
of the western coast,they encountered a prospecting party under
J.G.CAlder, who had also crossed the range and examinéd new
country. Dr. F.M. House, who accompanied Brockman, noted the
country north of the Charﬁley River. Cwing to the loss of
his specimens, it was never determined whether these persistent
parasites could really survive in an unstocked area, - - -~ - - - -
The State Government seemed enthusiastic about the
nevw country. In July 1902, the then Minister for lands (Dr.

Adan Jemeson) spoke of establishing a new port, with freezing

or chilling works,at Napier Broome Bay, beyond which lay some

~of the choicest of the new country, Although this was never

found practicable -- even to this day the district remains the

official statement that ﬁhe Government favoured the establishment

of freezing works in the district.
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758 : Votes and Proceedings, 1902, No. 2.
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This country "over the ranfe" attracted the capitalists
of the eastern colonies afresh to the investment possibilities
of the Kimberleys. In 1899, F.C. Monger undertook enquiries of
the Government on bebalf of a Melbourne syndicate interested
in the pastoral and mineral development of the country north
of the Leopolds, (59) This mo?e was indicative of the revival
in health of the capital market outside_Western Australia. In
the following year, Tom Cue, a fougder of the Murchison gold-
‘one millionrpounds,.requestéd:the”logg—term lease of.3,000 square
miles around the Prince Regent River, with full mining and
grazing rights, at a pepyerccrﬁ rental. This tract had already

j ------- fascinated the imaginations of the Camden Harbour promoters,

| the Victorian Squatting Company, and Joseph Bradshaw of Marigui,
all of whose grandiose schemes had failed in execution. A
fourth probable failure was averted by the Govermment's refusal

to congider a request whose terms were altogether too heavily

______ (60)
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- 59 : Debates, xv, p. 3019. S

60 : "™estern Mail", November 3rd,1900.




Kimberleys, applied for over a million acres in the vicinity;
but, failing to get all he requested, he soon threw up his
leases, finding mors profitable fields for investment in the
longer-settled part of the district, Five investors who made
a handsoms personal profit were Richard Tilden Smith, Frank
Johnston, John Rosco, William Perker, and Henry Gunter. None
of these gentlemen had any previous experience of pastoral
pursuits,the best known of them being Tilden Smith,who had
promotedkKalgoorlie mining companies in London during the
'nineties, and who later bécéme connected with the Bovril
‘interest, Despite their innocence of Kimberley corditions,
these men were granted four leases totalling 1,000,000 acres
in extent, which, it wés stéted in Parliament, "overlapped
"""""" those of other people and included "some of the fimest
ground in the vicinity". The four blocks were all transferred
in January 1903 to the Rhodesia Cold Storage and Trading
Company, and thence to the Hbrth;West Australia Land and
Cold Storage Company,a previously nnknoyn business whose

directors had prudently registered it in the 1sland of

. Guernsey to avoid liability to English company regulations.
The Company proceeded to sell thai: land in London_for the
sum of £50,000. No development, in the supply of cold

storage facilities or otherwiss, oceurred on the spot in
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district involved, eand deterred possible genuine investors£61)
In effect, although for a brief period wide tracts of the
"Brockman country" were held under lease,at least nominally;
these investments proved as ephemeral as the speculgtions

of the Kimberley company-promoters of the ‘'eighties., The

only permanent runs were founded by West Kimberley squatters
seeking to relieve the over-stocked pastures of the Fitzroy
valley.(éz) Mount Barret was founded by E. and J.C. Rose,
and stocked from Cherrabun. The indefatigable cattlemen
; Qorking for J.A. Game of Yeeda stocked two runs in the new
country, but one uas-to§ remote from a port, and, after 1907,
only Isdell Downs survived,

In the longer-settled areas, the revival of

and Great Britain did not manifest itself in direct invest-
ment, Despite improving conditions, as late as 1899, one-
rifth of all the holdings in the whole Kimberley district _
were the nominal property; not of the men who wq;ked them,

but of the banks and Dalgety & Co.(63) After 1900,however,

By 1903, only one run,'a small West Kimberley sheep station,

61 : Debates, xxi, pp. 19, 628-9, and 904 et seq. Hon. Wesley
Maley,M.L.C., 2 syndicate-promoter, objected to the j
Government's toleration of more successful practitioners. .

62 : Of. Debates, xxiii, po 796« - f

63 : Appendix III. B
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remained in the hands of Dalgety & Co.,while the banks had no
properties in the district at all. This does not necessariiy
indicate that the squatters were no longer deperdent on the
advances of capital from financial houses based on Great
Britain and the eastérn colonies. Indeed, several of ¥he
owners in both West and East Kimborley were under mortgage.(64)
Nevertheless, the pastoralists were not so deeply eﬁcompassed
by financial obligations as they had been in the early
'ninethes. They were free to cohcentrate on the development;‘ ‘
of their properties withdutrfhé irmminence of credit restrictions,
Ths station journals of the time give evidence
of material progress.'fTﬁd Sﬁations in the West Kimberley sheep
country, Quanbun and Upper Laveringa, provide witress to this
managenent, Upper Liveringa, the main station of the Kimberley
Pastoral Compeny, was running 65,000 shecep,including lambs,
3,100 cattle, and 93 horses, on about one million acres, 0Of
this, 400,000 acres had been fenced with 330 miles of fencing,
 and buildings to the value of £600 had been erected. By the
R end of 1903, there were buildings to the value of £1,500, 5,683

cattle, and the unprecedented number of 103,200 sheep,a’total

64 3 The lease books for the Kimberley District in the lands
Office mention the existence of mortgages on leases when
,,,,,,,,, ~there was a question of transfer involved, but do not seem
to have maintained complete records, Hence it is impossible

65+ Quanbun journals (6 vols) : 1894-1953 : Liveringa journals,
one for each year, 1899-1953. They are kept on the .
respective stations. '
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never surpassed on any station in Western Australia before or
since.(éé) To care for this property, there were ten
permanent white employees and ninety natives, including fifty

gins,who made better shepherds. Not all the natives could

(67) in one year (1903)

have been an effective labour force.
three new paddocks were fenced, with 56 miles of fencing,
Materials were readily obtainable, and labour waavcheap.‘
A stockman or a fencer usuelly made £2 a week above his keep,
‘ while a specialist, such as a good blacksmith or tankmaker,
might make_45s. or 50s, The smaller stations could report
proportionate progress. Between 1894 and 1903, the number
of sheep on Quanbun iﬁcreased from 4,000 to over 10,000. Ten
6 ...... . . .paddocks were built in the area nearest the river, and the - -
original homestead and shearing shed replaced by more sub-
stantial buildings. _
By this time, the sheep-raising industry of West

Kimberley had settled into a seasongl routine, Shearing

the new century, the season always began in March, and

66 : liveringa journal,December 31st,1903 : cf. Jamary 1st,1900.




- workers, and a mitigation of the shortage of labour which had

" been noted in the‘eaily yéafsr6f7Wéét7Kiﬁbériey.( ) However,

sometimes a start was made in February on the fat sheep which were

B

to be shipped from Derby. Western Australia had escaped the bitter

disputes which had characterised relations between shearers and i
pastéraliots in Queensland and New South Wales. Fresedom of i
contract was the accepted practice. Indeed, in the earlier years,
the pastoralists were accustoned to emnploy native shearers, with
a smaller number of white men to supervise, and to lend a touch
of efficiency to the proceedings, Experience showed that the
natives vers slow and not particularly adept at shearing, and

that the white shearers did nbﬁ'like working with them. By 1900,

white men and natives were employed in eqnal numbers, and shortly
afterwards, natives were only kept on as shearers yhen they had

reached some standard of relative efficiency, or for clearing up

stragglers brought in after the main mob had been shorn. The

added expense of employing white shgarers was presumably compensated
by the beiter quality of thelr work. Their employment had not

become so éystematic&lly organised as it is today. It was a matter

of individual contract, and a manager endeavoured to keep in -

contact with the men who had uorked for him in previous years.v.

There were- also always, at the start of each shearing season, = =
a number of extra hands traveiling the district looking for work.

This seems to point to the existence of a gradual influx of pastoral

66 : Cf. Report of Government Labour Bureau, 1902 (Votes and
Proceedings, 1903-4, Ho. 2), p. 12.
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~after shearing, not long £fter the wet season, stock were sometimes
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outside Broome, there had been no great increase in population. i
West Kimberley supported 276 inhabitants, and East Kimberley 240, . ;
according to the census of 1901. This represented an increase _ !
of eleven only over the figures of 1891.

Even before the advent of the union, the shearers
maintained their traditional independence of attitude regarding
conditions. The chief cause of dispute seems_to have been their ;
refusal to handle "wet" sheep, despite the owners' protesis at
the loss of time involved, After the shearers had travelled the
half-dozen stations along the'Fitzroy;_andvleft to work their way
through the North~West,_the'shorn“sﬁaep would be drafted. Breeding
ewes wbuld be put to ram, but a mob of cull ewes and wethers would
be mads up and sent to Derby for shipnant. Fat sheep were being
gent away from the Fitzroy as early as 1895 By 1900 144239
sheep werc passing through Derby, in the main for ;he metropolitan
markst, although Singapors also provided an outlet. Despite the
groat increase in the flocks in West Kimberley, which in 1903
reached an all—time>re§ord numﬁef éf 321,880, mch of the land
held by the pastoralists was scarcely used at all. vameQiatgly , )

depastured on the "pindan® -- the back country situated away from
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67 : Quanbun journals, September 16th, 1895.
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the watercourses, Here the feed was good, but the only natural
waters were liable to dry up within a few months of the last
rains, The majority of the stock, however, grazed along the
fivers, feeding on the succulent grasses along the frontages,
within easy reach of blllabongs and permanent waterhqles. In
the sheep country, most of the frontage was fenced into
paddocks, _ o
In the cattle industry, the routine was similarly

conditioned by seasonal exigencies. During the #wet" the
grass grew very quickly -- in the»coastal country, it could

" be described as rank -- and the stock fattened rapidly. It
wag the aim of every cattleman, as soon as the rains were

over, to get thedr stock to port whilst they were yet "md

set by Forrest,Emanuel or Connor,Doherty & Durack. The

desired minimun was usually about 700Vpcunds. This allowed

for a wastage of anything up to one hundredweight on the
journey to Fremantle. Anyihing lightg? would be treated as
store stock by the time it was yarded. Owing to the problen
out for delivery, and, perding shipment, owners endeavoured

to keep their beasts fat on the pastures of the river

frontages. The main occupation of the dry aeason was

‘hunting and mustering cattle -- first fats for the southern

market, and then calves and cleanskins for bbanding. As




,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
.............................

the cattle runs were all almost entirely unfenced, the stock )
concentrated on the better waterholes as the season advénced, and
thus fed exclusively on a narrow surroundigpg strip of.cguntry,
the radius of which was determined by the distaﬁce the cattle
could walk to water, If the next wet season was late in coming --
and it sometimes was, even in those days -- tbe strip of country
adjoining the water might be eaten out, with consequen? loss to
the weaker stock, such as the calves and breeding cows., To the
cattleman, however, this problen was alleviated'by the fact that
the recuperative powers of the country afte: rain were little
" short of amazing, Situated as the district was in the direct path
of the sumnsr monsoons, it had, in the first twenty years of
settlement, scarcely ever failed to provide a fair rain, except
AAAAAA ?érﬁaps.in'thé éeééoﬁslheﬁwéén“1890'ahd 1892.4 Dréﬁghts;hévé' -
an unhappy knack of coinciding with depressions in the capital
market. Like the old-timers of all districts, Kimberley old
hanas claim that seasons'in modern times aré ne%ther as religble

(68)

nor as copious as hitherto. The evidence is_ipconclugive.f

VWest and East Kimberley, was for the older‘gnd;wéalth;er‘ o

concemns to consolidate their holdings around the ports and

D e G T G G YD - G T L D W - ‘————--——-—-----——.——’—-‘—---———-——.——-—“*

68 : Cf. Appendix V. (Rainfall).

.............
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the:éfeat rivers, while the small men went to the marginala

country on the outside. Durlng the first years of the twentieth

century this process continued at a brisk rate, Invthe ten
years between 1895 and 1905, the acreage under lease in the

4

Kimberleys doubled;(69)exceeding 30,000,000 acres. Besides
expansion in the Broomé_and Leopold areas, the ccuntry between
Fitzroy Crossing and Hall's Creek was stocked bydggallholderé.
On the west side,J.G. Calder founded Bohemia Downs, and William
Cox, Loulsa Downs,in 1903. At the Hall's Creck end,F.C.Booty

took up Lamboo in 1901. Between the two remained a strip of

been indicated, where it abutted on to the holdings of a big
cattleman, who mightAnot be able to keep a tally on every clean-
skin calf on his run. By fair mcans or shady, a landless man
could still hope to select himself a blq¢k andrbgild up a run
which might in time make him the equal'of any owner inAKimparley.

When a new district is being settled, it seems

likely-looking block of country, regardless of whether their

main holdings adjoin this land or not. In the Kimberleys, during
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the perlod 1895-1905, several of the large owners found they
possessed small isolated blocks, Qf no value as they stood,
adjoining the properties of another grazier. There was,dﬁring
this time, a succession of exchanges, in which owners traded
blocks, so as to consolidate their runs into a manageable unit.
By 1905, when Emanuels, Game, and M.C.ngies_negotiatgd‘a three-
sided deal in the country north of Derby, this process vas at an
end, although in such outlying portions of the country as the
Leopol& district, it could be sgeen beginning gll over again
between such lessees as Hutton of Leopold Downs, Calder of
Bohemia Downs and Milliwindi, Cox of Loulsa Downs, and others.(7o)
This mevement was probably assisted by the land Act of 1898,
which provided that, if é block were certified stocked with ten
t. - . . . . -sheep or one head of large stock per ten acres; the'rent'on it Co
would be halved from ten shillings per thousand acres to five
shillings.(71) This provision had been ;nﬁrgducgd as compensation
to the pastoralists for thé'reduced protective tariff on livestock,
It also served the purpose ofrepsuring thathspequlators did not
lock up.large_undeveloped:areqs.. And, by leading to the con-
qolidatlon of the older holdings along the Fitzroy and the Ord,

it strengthened the position of the well-estahlished owners.

By 1905, many of the big stations were assuming approximately

Cf. Lease Books in lands and Surveys Dept.,Perth.

Government Gazetie, January 31s%,1899 : Land Act of 1898,
Section 101.

70
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approximately the same boundaries, and covering the same area, as
at the present day.

In the older-established areas, the homesteads ﬁere
being converted into permanent structures in an effort to improve
living conditions. Conventionally, the Kimberley stockman of that
time was envisaged as a hard-riding, Eard-swearing bushman, scornful
of comforts, who emerged from his up-country run two or three
times a year for a glorious.week in town with a fat cheque, an
unlimited thirst, and a ready appetite for fights., This was no
doubt true of many, but it‘iérah over-simplified picture, The

~arts of eivilisation were by no means entirely neglected. - More
than one squatter could turn an'oécasional clagsical quotation.

At Denison Downs, farthest out of all the East Kimberley cattle

stations, William Stretch entertained an appreciative audience
of drovers with readings from Dickens, while his partner, Weekes,
formerly &8 student of art at a Parisian ateiier, vrovided a very
passable imitation of French cooking (72) At Ord River, Mrs.
 Charles Young insisted that gentlemen should wear their coats

" to the table -- and, no matter what the weather, the civilising

Such amenities may perhaps be held to reflect the
ascendancy of wealthy, well-capitalised owners in East Kimberley,

The sale of Victoria River Douns by Goldsborough,lort & Co.
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72 : Buchanan,Gordon : 01d Bluey (Typescript ¢ p. 160).
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Wlyndhan was coming into the hands of the big capitalists., After
Connor,Doherty & Durack had refused the property for £21,000,offers
were made both by the Emanuel interests and by Sidney Kidman, then
expanding his Central Australian holdings. Ewventuvally, in 1901,
Iscdore Bmanumel negotiated 2 merger with Kidman, to form a syndicate
for the purchase of Victoria River Downs. In the next year, they
bousht Carlicn, jusv ocutside Wyndham, from the Hart brothers, to be
used as a depot for stock brought dpwa from the Horthern Territory
for shipping from Vyndham, Thisrmaterially inéreased the area from

vhich stock were drawn for the Hjndham shippingrtrade,.and may have
been one factor which induced Connor,Doherty & Duracl to seek a new
market in latal,South Africa, where they sent two shipments comprising
3,612 cattle, in 1902.( 3) The closer metropolitan trade,hovever,
‘proved adcousté o satisfy Kimberley supplierse

Another viz capitalist to enter East Kimberley at this

«

ﬁime vas Samel William Copley, who had established his fortunes by
pioneerins the Perth suburb of Yount lawley, and other judicious real
cstate investnents, Having i“vcztiﬂaucd tentatively the pogsibilities
of the couuntry discoveredvby Brockman, Copley turned his attention to
the Ord River station, vhich, in 1902, he purchascd from Osmond's
executoré, This extensive pro;ﬂrtyﬁhad not, during Osmond's time, been

showing the results vhich might have been expected from such a large

tract of good country. For this, the parsimony of Osmond himself

73 :+ C{, Royal Corwﬁsaion,1908 s Mi: utep of Evzdenc 0y Q 13e ‘For
fHatal :shipment, cf Duracn,d.P Diaries Jdlj and Avgust,1902.
It was believed uhat this was the biggest shipment of llVestock
ever to leave Australia,
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(74) 5
was sald to be directly responsible. Owing to the high prices f§

which he demanded for his stock, the turn-off from Ord River

had been confined to one or two mobs.annually, right at the end
of the dry season, when stock fqr shipping could not be obtained
elsevhere. It was not until after his death,in 1900,that Charles
Young, the then manager -- seven of his predecessors had been
dismissed, and one resigned;within ten years -~ succeeded in
negotiating an agreement that Connor,Doherty & Durack could A
remove up to six thousand cattle at 30s. per head(75;part from %;

this, no major export had taken place when Copley's men took

over. As a result, despite the tick, the stock had bred up
unrestrictedly. The sale of the station was negotlated at a

- price of £1 per head of stock, and-at -the bangtail muster which - - 'ii

ensued, 47,000 cattle are believed to have been numbered.(76)All
these stock were depastured.on the patural waters of the property;
in fact,Young pointed with pride to the fact that "not one penny
has ever had to be spent on water conservation".<77) %f
Samuel and Benjamin Copley, and James Patterson, é*

the managing partner, imnediately got to work to improve the
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74 1+ "Westralian Critic®,September 24th,1903 : possibly an
inspired article, but borne out by the Durack papers.

75 : letters, M.P.Durack « Charles Young,Juns 24th,1900 : !
M.P.Durack - Francis Connor, July 4th,1900, (Durack papers). ||

76 : Royal Commission,1908, Minutes of Evidence, Question 407 :

Flinders,op.cit.ch,vi, : private informaticn independently
given by two men who were working on the station at the time.

77 + Young,Chas, : The Kimberleys : MS for a newspaper articls .
(untraced), in possession of the writer,
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turnoéf; Instead of exporting their stock through the exisﬁing
agents, they chartered their own boat, and, making nine trips
annually, achieved an output of an average of 4,500 head.
Between 1902 and 1608, 31,801 head were sent south, production
having increased from 3,385 in 1902 to 6,992 in 1908.(78)
Contrary to the hopes of the consumer interest, the entry of

a third exporter into the Kimberley cattle business did not

lead to a reduction in the price of meat., In 1904, Copley
purchased Margaret River and Denison Downs from Foster,Stretch
and Weekes, ‘For sone years; this firm had been operating under .
difficulties, as their properties were situated on the tick-fres

uplands, but they had to ship their stock through Wyndham, and

stock routas.(7’) Copley perceived that, if cattle could be
driven through the West Kimberley port of Defby, they would
sustain no loss from the tick, He applied for permission to
ship‘cattle,certified ag tiék:freé by the stock inspector,from
Sturt Creek via Derby. This aroused the alarm of the West -

Kimberley squatters, partly through a fear of infestation,and

| partly because Copley's formidable conpetition was not welcomed.(go)

On this issue, one of the few interesting political crises in

the history of the Kimberleys was provoked.

78 : Royal Commi831on,1908 Minutes of Evidence, Question 473.
79 : letter, M.P. Durack - William Stretch, June 14th,1901 {Durack).
80 : "Western Mail", August 166h,1905. : Cf. evidence of A.W.Edgar

(questions 9,864—7) and F. Connor (q. 1272) at the Boyal
Commission of 1908.
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Politics in Eimberley had not been characterised by the

keen interest shown during the fnineties by other parts of Western

Australia. The electoral rolls in 1899 showed but 92 electors in

East Kimberley and 137 in West Kimberley. The isolated shepherds,
stockmen, boundary riders and other bush workers showed no
interest even in becoming enrolled. In that year,the gold-
fields party in Parliament moved for the amalgamation of the‘r
two electorates, which were amongst the "pocket boroughs® which
kept the Forrest Governmenf;in power, The proposal‘was defeated
after petitions had been sent down from the leading centres of
the diStrict.(81) However,in 1900,/the men of Kimberley gave an
overwhelming "Yes" vote at the Federation referendum, East
Kimberley testified to the origin of its inhabitants by recording o
..... éniy‘éné thé égainéﬁ feﬁérétioﬁ'aﬁd €0 in favour. (There is
reason to suppose that Comnor was the ronconformist. With
Doherty, Holmes end Alexander Forrest; he had spoken against
the proposal.) West Kimberley suprorted federation by 97 voltes

bo 34.(82)

Considering that the State Government had pursued
a satisfactory public works prbgraﬁme in)thg diétricf, qnévléoké |

. for an explanation of the4Féderation vote in the northern men's -
suppért of the "White Australia! policy. Apart from & few

pearling masters in Broome, who feared the cessation of coloured

81 : Debates, xiv, pp._12)9-1242
82 : W.A. Year Book, 1900=1901.
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temptation which their fertile province might offer to ovefr
crowded Asiatics. In East Kimberley, the p:ogpgct of inter-
colonial free trade msy also“have been relgvant. ‘
The elections of 1901 provided interesting

contests. In the State as a whole, the old Forrest party,

under George Throssell, was outnumbergd by an oppositlon-

Labour combination under Géofge Leake._»The city agd goldfields .
interested_custed the pasto:al_and agricultural interests frdm
‘their dominance in the community. No longer could the eight
northern "rotten boroughs" exert an appreciable influence as

& pressure group. Iin East'ﬁimberley, Connor was opposed for

the first time by the respect_;ed.willisﬂ Streteh of Denison Downs
- stations - Voting seems to have ‘been affected by purely local - - - -
issues, such as dissatisfaction in the Hall's Creek area with

the tick regulations and the preminence of Connor,Doherty & Durack
At any rate, Connor scraped in by 33 votes to 32. Alexander
Forrest was untroubled to hold'%eét Kimberley against a pearlers!

candidate, Frank Biddles, by 105 votes to. ZQ (83) Hoeever,

on June ZOth 1901, Forrest died, Jleaving his business interests

in the distriet to Isadore apg Sydney Emanuel. Three candlddtes
contested his seat in the Legislative Assembly.'.Connorfs frierd,
C.J.Moran had been rejected by his Coolgardie constituents after

serving a fevw months a5 Throssell's Cormissioner of Crown lands.

83 : "West Australian®, April 30tik, 1901.
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Having suthorised the Brockman expedition, he felt able to

claim the suffrages of West Kimberley. The most commendable
feature of his candidatuie was that he was thg first aspirant
to travel t§ some of the sﬁation homesteads and meet the
electors there, instead of confining his campaign tq the ?
relative ease of Broome and Derby.(84) B.C.Wood, Commissioner |
of Railways under Throssell, and similgrly inexperienced in
Kimberley affafrs also stood, without visiting the district,
Not surprisingly, the eloctors'preferrad a local man, and
chose Sydney Capel'Pigott(8§) the nominee of the Broore
pearlers, Centred ag the pearling»interests_uere.around one
centre ig Broome, they were bettef able toinnde;tgke political

organisation than the scattered pastoral interests. As Broome

the pearlers weuld return the district's represgntatiyeg thus
leaving the pastoral workers without an effective volce.
Pigott and Connor both sat in qpposition to
the Leake énd James govefnments'(1901—4),and jn fact Pigott.
" aoon rose to become Leader of the Oppositiens(gé)_ﬂe made
----- a singularly. ineffectual showing, and failed to prevenu the

, amalgamation of the two Kimberley electorates in 1903.(87)

S

84 : Cf. Liveringa journals, July 14th, 1901.

85 3 Pigott (1868-1927) was a foundation member of the "
____ Pestlers' Association,and chairman of the Broome Road Board.

86 : Debates, xxiid,p. 156¢ o o

87

Ibid. pp. 1247, 1278 1316. Cf. "Dampier Dispatch®,
May 21st, 1904. i S i
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Consequently,in 1904, Connor opposed Pigott for Kimberley, and,
after a hard-fought campaign, defeated him by 288 votes t07276,
owing his majority to the support of the pastoral areas, Connor .
contended that Pigott, like sé many wesﬁern Australian opposition
leaders of the period, gould have accepted office with the James'
(88)

Government, if returned. In fact,however, the gain‘grounds
of his oppositiop were based upon two local issges. One was
the tick question,and the othér.coloured labour,

Coloured labour was not regarded with favour by
the average Kimberley voter, While most_statiqns retainédﬂ
e Chinese cook, their attitude towards Asiatics in géner31 had
been indicated by the federation vote, and the pastoralisté

regarded with a wary eye thé use of coloured labour by the

pearlers of Broome. In attacking the proposal to ama_gamate

the two Kimberley electorates, Connor had protested that "the
representative of Kimberley would not represent pastoralists.

He would be elected by the black-jabour crowd around Broome."(Sg)
In this, Connor hﬁd the.suppérf of the electors, It may seem
strange that the employers of aboriginals should object to
the.use.of.non-white‘labour ip,Broomﬁ._ The fact is, however,

that in East Kimberley a steady influx of white stockman from

88 : Debates, xxiv, p. 245.
: ij.d. Dd.ii, p. 1273.




"in East Kimberley; were exasperated at the gontinued‘dep;adation :

- Downs (A.F.Rose) reported finding two yards constructed by

122.
Queensland and the Northern Territory was answering the demaﬁd‘ N
for station workers, Many of these men were skilled in bushman—
ship, including such crack horse-breakers as Amos Skuthorpe and
George ﬁinivan, and craftsmen such as Louls Dagenhardt‘?o),
a yard-builder whose structures are still to be found in use
on some propertiss after fifty &ears. At the ether end of the
scale wers "jackeroos" -—.youthé who entered the ;eryiqe of
a station at a nominal wage, in order to learn the business
from the bottom up.

As regards black workers, the settlers, especially

on thelir caytle. Sheep-killing seems to have died out in West
Kimberley after 1898, but thé natives wers held to have been
responsible for the following cat*le losses in Klmberley in
1896, 1,507 head ; in 1897,_1,512 : in 1898,.‘,897 3 in 1899,
556 : in 1900, 506 : in 1901, 309 : and in 1902, 160291The
wild blacks were held.chiefly to blame,_but, as‘the years
went on, the aboriginals were adaptidg the technique of the

vhite to suit their own ends., Indeed, the manager of Leopold

the blacks to aid them in their stock-killing.(92) In 1901,
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90 : Or Wagenhardt., BSee,Moore,¥.D. s Iist of men employed on
Ord River station, 1900-1914. (MS).

91 : Statistical Registers, 1896-1902 ¢ Part V. |

92 : Abo. Dept. 1065/01 (Archives,Perth) : Letter, A.F. Rose-
Chief Protector of Aborigines, August 31st, 1901.
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further impetus was given to ill-feéling bj the shooting of
J.J.Durack on the verandah of his own homestead at Dunham River,
by two native servants.(93) Connor despatched telegrams o the
Premier {George Throssell) in which he stated that the blacks

were almost out of hand in the neighbourhood of Mebel Downs and
Frog Hollow stations, north of Hall's Creck, and that the settlers
would have to abandon their'holdings if stern disciplinary action
were not taken. In point of fact, the police patrol reporté fqr
this district report nothing out of the ordirary at this tim.(?‘*)

The Durack murder, however, seems to have resulted in a certain

station, where losses were serious, no blacks would be employed
during Copley's ownership, although between three and four
hurddred white men were in fheir éméloy at various times.(95)

In Bast Kimberley, and, to some lesser extent, in
West Kimberley, the Aborigines"Protection Board, and their

successor, the Aborigines' Department, were not popular, and

the settlers would have little to do with any schenme for improving

"Northern Public Opinien", March 15th, 1901 : Argyle police
occurrence book (Archives,Perth,4241),for discovery of crime,
coroners' inquest (M.J.Durack was coroner,and another Durack
served on the jury of three),and pursult of offenders.

93

ve

Connor - Throssell, May 21s%,1901.
95 3+ Mr. W.D. Mocre, assistant-manager Ord River station,1900-14 :
cf. Debates, xix, p. 200.

.94 : "Northern Public Opinion®, lay 27th, 1901 : quoting telegram, -




the conditigns of the nat;ves.(gé) InAthe station journals of
the time, the officials in charge of native welfare were
invariably referred to as “Niggé: Protectors®. At Floré Valley,
the Gordon brothers had reduced the incidence of cattle-
killing by persuading the local tribesmen to come in and form

a camp near the homestead, from which the matives received
rations,conditional on tﬁeir not molesting the stock.(97)

In 1905,the manager of the brd River station followeddsuit,
although in this case there was an element of coorcion. (98)

Other managers graduaily'fdlloued this example. The outlying
stations were sﬁill'troﬁbléd,:especially thréugh the aboriginal
custon of firing grass to hunt game, which resulted in the

razing of mch good feeding country. In 1905,a Royal Commissioner

was appointed to probe the aboriginal question in the North-

West., This was Dr. W.E.Réth, Chief Protector of Aborigines
in Queensland, His revelafiens of the treatment of the
matives, including the imyriéorLenﬁ of children on‘cattle~'
slaying charges, the roughshod methods of the pglice uith‘
the'hativés; and the preﬁaiehce of'widéspread éohabitation

- with native women by whites, created a sensation amongst = - - :

96 : Report of the Aborigines Protection Board,1896. (Votes and
Proceedings,1897,2nd session,lo. 13). ‘ '
97 & Weir,R.E. : Through the Kimberley. (Journal of Department
of Agriculture, October 1905). N
98 : Abo. Dept. 641/05 (correspondence between Fames Patterson
and Copley & Co.'s head office).
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the public in the South, and aroused their attention to the
hitherto neglected native question.(gg) Great indignation
was rife amongst the squatters, who complained that few of
their mmber had beén called upon to‘state ﬁheir side of
the case.(1oo) Some hed been mentioned by nams ss prolific
begetters of half-castes.

Arising out of this report, the State Parliament

passed the Aborigines! Act of 1905, the chief effects of_whidh,f

in the Kimberley District, were to regulate the employment of ;

native labour by the issue of permits to intending employers,
and to empower the Government to create native reserves,
Existing indentures were cancelled, and a Protector of Natives

appointed for each Magisterial District.

......

in the session of 1903, when J.J.Holmes moved that "the Tick

regilations as enforced at Fremantle should be rescinded,and

thaﬁ all cattlé for sﬁipmenﬁ'from Wyndham to Fremantle should
be dipped at Wyndham prior to shipmeni, and re-dipped on

(101)

arrival at Fremantle, and then liberated,® Holmes h=ad,

Fremantle had been so extremely lax that, had the tick pest

Votes and Proceedings, 1905, I, Ho. 5.

99 : 3
" 100 : Debates, xeviii, pe 421 - - - o L
101 : Ibid. xxiii, p. 609. : i

1
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been llab e to spread in the southern districts, it would already
have shown itself, The evidence of two select committees,iﬁ-1900
and 1902, had indicated that occasional beasts had got away while
being swum ashore from Kimberley ships, without infecting local

herds, and that the whole system of tfucking cattle to the

eastern goldfields had not been’absolutely foolpmoof.(102)v1n

addition, Holmes said:(1o3)

"Owing to the restrictions which exist today,fully
one-third of the meat that goes into consumption is not fit for
consunption. It is not diseased,bul it is poor miserable stuff,
without any substance; it is the store stock, and such like,
that should be sent out on to the grass to fatten, but owing to
the restrictions which exist, these cattle are penned up in the
yard, vhere we can do nothing but slaughter them."

Connor seconded this motion,and in his speech made the

surprisingly constructive suggestion-(1o4)

be far more to the point if the Minlster would advocate that
in Kimberley artesian bores be put down,and the country cut
up into smaller areas.” '

Fifty years later,this policy was still being advocated as
~necessary for the district ; in ﬁ903, xoming from one.who
was usually accounted a leading "beef baron", the poinﬁ was

a remarkably sound one.

Opposition was voiced by Pigott, representing
West Kimberley interesté, aﬁd Wiiliam Janes Butcher,a veteran

B P e T T o S TS e W B U . W T S A Y W W e S M T S D G B M ST e W P 4 B T R T WD S G S G S M GN W G G e G B e e Y O

102 : Votes and Procoedlngs 1900,A 8 : Ibid. 1902 A 12.
103 : Debates, xxiii, p. 616. =~
104+ Ibid. p. 1209.
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squatier from Gascoyne, They expressed alarm at the danger
of tick spreading to the clean herds in the rest of the State,

and moved as an emendment that the regulations should be

maintained, and that "immédiate steps should be taken to

; induce the establishment of freezing and chilling works at
Wyndham,on such conditions as may provide the full advantages
of the process to all cattle oﬁnars within the district."(105)
After a lengthy debate, ﬁhié amendment vas defeateqd,by a
division on non-party lines, Ey twelve votes @o eighteen,

and the original motion by:Hélﬁes Was‘cdrried.(106) The Janes
Governnent, however,.uhosgjﬁiﬁisters had voted for Pigott!s

amendment, took no steps to implement this recommendation,and

thus appeared to add weight to Connor's contention that it

When Parliament re-assembled in 1904,the
Janes Ministry and the remmants of the old Forrest party had
rroctically fused, in order to counter the rising influence

of the Labour Farty, whiéhrhad returned 22 members, However,

[ © " Connor and his comrade lMoran, backed by two other members,

- - 4 B e P GO T BT g e WD o e P G SO e G WP A WD W D D G0 B e PP W g S B e W R O M G WD G T G o v S S W0 e

105 : Ibid. p. 798.
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whose support enasbled Henry Daglish to form the first»Labdur
Ministry. This is one of the_more4erraticAdevelopments_in
the State's political history. Connor had not been regarded

&s a friend by the radical elements in Western Australia, and
the Labour Party had been amongst the foremost of thgsq who
reviled Connor, Doherty & Durack as one of the operators of
the legendary "meat ring". Gonnor‘g pstené%ble rggsong'fo?
his course was the neglect of the North by themJamestovernmgnt.
Perhaps it would be over-subtle to suggest that he felt that,
while the Daglish Minisiryrﬁaé.dependsni upon‘his guppg:t to
retain office,it would take no steps thch'might'gmbérrgsé the
big cattle dealers. But the James Ministry had just decided

to allow Copley's men to travel tick-free bullocks from his

Connor's new constituents in West Kimberley objected to the
alleged risk of tick, and Connor himself seems to have felt
that a competitor was securing undue benefits., On such issues
hang the fate of governments. |

For a year this alliance continued then internal
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,,,,,,,

- 108 :  Debates; xxvi, pp. 717-730.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,

,,,,,,

}}}}}}

Independent Party was more and more essential to Daglish. At
this juncture, the Minister for lands (Hon. T.H. Bath) came
to the decision that he could not repudiate an agreement made
by a predecessor, and hence Gopley's cattle should bs admitted
to the stock routes along the Fitzroy. The Executive Council
approved this on August 9th,1905 ; on the 15th,Moran attacked
the proposal, and én the following day, Connor moved for the |
production of all papers in connection with.the mova.(108) In |
the course of the debate, annor, loran and Butcher all dilated i
6n,the risk of tickihg up Wésf Kimberley and_the south to
benefit Copley, aithougﬁ éeﬁérﬁl metrqpoliﬁan megbers thought
thétg under proper supér%ision, the move might enlarge the
supply‘of‘Kimberley beef, and tend to cheapen the price. The- - - - - -

losses of such upland statiors as Flora Valley_aﬁd Denison Downs
on the wyﬁdham stock route wefe also mentioned, The whole
attitude of Moran and Connor was in marked contrast to their
earlier stand on the tick Guestion -~ whether from Hibernianism

or opportunism., While Connor was a forceful and eloquent

spokesman for his district, consistency was not his strong

for their stand, Connor descfibing protest meetings in West |
Kirberley, and Bath in turn speaking of congratulatory messeges

from Hall's Creek. ¢109)

109 + Cf. "estern Mail%, September 3rd, 1905,
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The next day, when Daglish moved that the Government
should purchase the railway and lands of»theVHidland Railway
Company, Moran and Connor and their associates withdrew their '
support from the Labour government, and voted withdth Opposition.
The Daglish Ministry fell, andlwas sucqeeded by‘g_gpn-Labour
administration under C.H.Rason. Finding ﬁge‘support of“the_ _
Independents unreliable, Rason called a general election. When
Connor again faced the polis, on November 13th,1905,he was |
opposed by another Broome candidate, Arthur Yale, junior partner
in the influeﬁtial firm of Sﬁreeter & Male,vpearlers,‘ggyghants,
and pastﬁraliéts. ‘Rasoﬁ 5acked.}%le. The polling figures showed

that Connor retained his majority in the Derby and Wyndham

digtrict, and this, coupled uith a decline of popularity around
Hall's Creek, led to his defe&t.(11o)

It will be observed that political gogsqibu;nesg was
not highly developed in the Kimberleys, @n‘cqmpgrison‘yith the
pastéral workefs of the eastern colonies. For this the isolated

conditions were responsible. Electoral issues were few,and of

regulate their representatives' views on Sﬁate—uide issues.
The member was always a man of wealth and position, who could
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afford to maintain a home in Perth, and whose interests were thqse
of a capitalist. No small man, compelled to pay close attention
to his station or his store, could spare the f#ime or money to
stand for Parliament, Conséquently,the tick cattle question,
which originated as a simple matter of quarantine p:ecautions,
could become the subject of conflict between opposing economic
pressure-groups, in which the wealthy exporting firms, each
claiming to represent some particular regional interest in‘the
Kimberleys, were vying for the best position.  Political

expediency, and not dispassionate planning, influenced the

" development of the Kimberleys. The questions of improving

the marketing system, and the provision of efficient killing
or freeding facilities, were left unattended as the big

exporters scuffled fo* SUPremacy. '
This state of affairs may be in part atiributed
to tbe absence of a class of resident station-owners. During

the early years of the ccntury, owners and mBNAZeTrs Werse

‘noving to the more temperate Sou?h, reteining their Kimberley

interests only as absentees; " The rough living corditions

incidence of disease, especially fever, caused by bad drinking
water and unsatisfactory diet; the unbalanced sex ratgo,making

a normal family life difficult to achieve; and the ultimate

and which might again cease to bring forth a profit, all -
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encouraged this trend. Thus the Mclarty brothers of Liveringa, = ° '~

the Rose brothers, the Macdonalds of Fossil Downs, Foster, |

Stretch & Weekes of Denison Downs, as well as smaller owners,

all moved out of the district in this period, either leaving

their properties to a paid manager, or selling out to a larger

absentee capitalist such as Copley or ithe Emapuels. The develépment

of the Kimberley pastoral industry lay largely in the hands of those

few firms with the backing of the banks. Pastoral policy was, in

the last resort, controlled by men not personal}y int?:estgd in

the progress of the district. But, becangemoﬁdthg superficial

prosperity‘qf_tha industry, the State Government took no action

to secure the future of ﬁhe distpict by the intelligent organ-

igation of marketing methods, eithef thrcugh the‘gstablishment of
..... a freezing works, or by rationalisation of the:shipping methodss . . . .

The future of the Kimberley pastoral indqst:y was a responsibility

assumed by nobody, bui there were not wanting signs that,'before

long, the district's problems would be denanding attention.
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CHAPTER III.

CAPITALISATION (1905-1919).

"The owner lives in England now

Of Kiley's Run,
He knows a racehorse from a cow;
But that is all he knows of stock:
His chiefest care is how to dock

EXpenseSeeecece”

———— A.B.R&tersoﬁ.

From about the year 1905, a new phase may be noted in the develop-

ment, of the Kimberley pastoral industry. The pioneering periocd was

 over., The spectacular increase in acreage which had characterised the

previous decade was replaced by a pgridd in which the boundaries of
settlement advanced very little,although within the Ieopolds and the
Proone area,there Were‘Still'pbckété.bf wioccupied country which could
be taken up by smallholders. DBut the great wave of expansion was over,
Vo cttenpt was rade to stock ”Brockman's counbry”. In the West
Kinberley sheep industry, ard the Zast Kimberley cattle country, stock
mubers shoved a tendency to:reﬁaiﬁ staiionary. Only in the later-
settled West Kimberley cattle districts was a gteady increase raintained,
The older repions had, it}seems,rbeon stocked to capacity.(1) Indée&,
by 1905, the Kimberley district was the Cormonwealthl's major beef-
producing area,outside of Queehﬁiand. Its stations supported 380,994
head of cattle, as against 346,910 in the whole of the llorthern Terri-

tory, and 250,831 in the remainder of Western Australia (including the

1 : Cf. Henwood,W.W. : Report to Pastoral Appraisement Board,Hov. 1951,
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dairy industry). But the only existing market for Kimberley beef
was Fremantle. And,in the a:ea_supplied by that porﬁ,the demand
had by now become less acute. The population was not increasing
so rapddly as at the heighﬁ of ﬁhe géld_rﬁshes. Moreover,many |
miners were turning to agriculture, and were no longer consumers
for Kimberley beef. Tﬁere was less incentive to go out and find
new pastures over the Leopolds,especially as the shipping avail-
able to Fremantle was handling already up to 25,000 head a year,
which taxed their capacify;"fhe smallholding ploneers lacked
the capital to develop nev;: markets, Thé development of land
“already occupied absorbed all tﬁe»cap;tal»which»the financial -
institutions were pre?ared t§ advance, |

Other reasons-may be advanced for the end of the

pionesring period of expansicn. The interest of the State
Governmment was centred oﬁ the develomment of agriculture in

the South~West, and attentiQn could not be given to thg little~
known tfeﬁic&l province at the éthér erd of the éolcny, As for
the pastoralists, abéentéé 6ﬁnership, the reasqna‘for thch were

- summarised at the end of the 1ast chapter, meant a }gek 9£n;ia§son

absentee owner could rot appreciate the needs‘of his property'
as well as a resident.'_With a few notable exceptions, the -

squatters of Kimberley, and of the north of Australia in general,

techniques in station management, While many of the workers
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were excéllent at handling stbck, efficient operation was not
characteri#tic of the cattle industry. Change was not welcome;
perhaps same disliked any form of husbandry_which involved getting
off a horse, At any rate,cattlardid_not fatten so qell or so fasi

as in the early years. Owing to the policy of concentrating large |
herds of stock upon the river flats, the country could not recuperate
so quickly as before, Because of this,’and thé‘tick and 8ﬁffalo fiy
pests in East Kimberley, there was a decline in quality,although the

excellent properties of the'Shorthorn arregted this tendency to

- a considerable extent.

“tb"bégiﬁ.'P%éstméﬁlﬁ fhey héd:nbfiéed fhaﬁ,‘ét.the endi.of the ysar,

,,,,, - The stockmen of Kimborley,up until 1905; had not worried

about the cumulative effect of thousands of beasts trampling the

riverside flats, eating out the feed, and alloﬁing insidious erosion

the country around tke mpstffrequentéd waterholes was eaten bare,
while, where feed was available, water was short. There mey have

been losses among the weaker stock § but,herds were still inecreasing

~ in mumber every year, and the feed always shdt up immediately after

the first reins of summer;.so that the temporary worries of November

were forgotten, It took the dry;éqasonvof-1905rto makg pastgralists :

realise that the bounty of~Kimbafley.was’no§.nplimited. In that year,

West Kimberley received an'avaragé fall of 15, and East Kimberley 12“,é

as against a norm of 26% and 22" respectively.( ) The Chief Inspector

2 : Bunt,H.A. : Op, cit. p. 109. =

1
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of Stock (R.E.Weir), travelling through the Ord River station

country,noted that:(3)>___

"The effect....was so disastrous that all pastures on
the river frontages had completely disappeared for the time being,
and for two days after leaving the homestead,the country travelled
over might be compared to fallow land, and only with difficulty
could we securs any form of feed for our horses, Water was also
becoming limited,and on occasions we had to search for and clean
out soaks to obtain sufficiecnt for our requirements.”

The effect upon the qalves apd tﬁe vegker femalesvcan
be well imagined. They could only greze within walking distance
of the nearest water, and, as they became weakeré the radius of
their feeding ground became less, and tho feed scarcer. It 1s,
however, characteristic of the outlook of the time that Weif
noted, with cptimism:

"The coumbry has,however,womlerful recuperative powers,
vvvvv and, should good raims be obtained at the end of the year, the - -
' country, which at the time of my visit presented such 2 barren
appearance, will agaln sssume its brightest form, ami the stock
which had then to travel long distances for a meagre subsistence
will again luxuriate in abundant pastures.?

The denudatidén-of the frontages was furthered by the wallabies,
At the time of the first settlement of West Kimberley, most
authorities agree that these animals were only present in any
number in a smzll patch bf.country.around Udialla,on the lower

Fitzroy, One could ride all day in search of game withcut

sighting wallabies.(4) With civilisation, the natives in this

region ceased to hunt for kangaroo meat, and the wallabies |

3 : Weir,R.E. : Through the Kimberley (Jourral of the Department
of Agriculture, first series, Vol xiv, No. IIT (p. 243) : . . E
Perth,1906). '

4+ TVide Mr C.C. Bose : also Mr. J.P.Melarty, (Debates,miii,p.AZB)
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miltiplied fast, By 1905, they vere eating out sufficient
grazing country along the Fitzroy ﬁo cause the squgtters
concern, and some stations.were laying out poison and

enploying kangaroo~bunters. The skins had some small

commercial value.(5) J.P.Mclarty claimed(é)that in eighteen
months, 120,000 scalps had been brought in at liveringa.
With the erection of the rabbit-prcof fence, there also

seens 4o have been some apprehension in case thg rgbbits
should by diverted by it into the Kimberley District,a

§ possibility which caused the local_M.L.A.;Arthur Hale,sbme

| o élarm.(7) Despite occasional repé:ﬁs:of‘trabés, rabbits
never at any time became established in the district. Perhaps

The overcrowding of the frontages, reflecting
as 1t did the rapid increase in numbers, was overshadowed
by the marketing problems created by the same increase, The

competition between Copley, Connor, and the Emanuels, for

L the Fremantle market-cléarly illustrgteq‘theqlimitations

of available shipping space,inadgquate to cope with fhev

entire turnoff of the Kimberleys, OSome East Kimberley - -

owners sought an altérnative outlet by overlanding store

Cf. Quanbun journals,Angust ist 1904, Liveringa journals,
October 18th 1908, et pagsim,

5

7z Ibid. i, P. 13 : xxxlv, p. 423.
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especiélly among the meatworks end camning factories along tﬁé
coast., ;In 1905, M.J.Durack of Li#sadell sent 4,000 culls ové;land
along the Murrinji Stock Route via Newcastle Waters and the
Barkley Tableland to the Queensland railheads, vhere they were
sold at prices ranging from £3/17/6 to £6/6/-,the latter being

pald by the Queenslarnd National Bank for 1,200 head.(g)

Lbout
the same time, Buchanpan and Gordon Bros, overlanded Flora
Valley stock to Narrabri (N.S.M.)(9) Other East Kimberley
owners to adopt this outlet;inCIuded Copley & Co.,end Sam
Muggleton of Frog Hollow; .B.y .1907 y 17,000 head from the area
which would normally be served by Wyndham were being overlanded

(10 As, at the same time, over 10,000 head wers

to Queensland,
...... passing annually through Wyndham, and eround £,000 at Derby,the . -
necessity for less haphazerd marketing methods should soen
have become spparent. The Rason Governmegt,and its successor,
the Moore ministry, equipped an expedition under the surveyor

the eastern goldfields, along which tick-freevcétt}e might

be brought to the Kalgoorlie market. At the sare time,

10: Ibid. xoexi, p. 68. ’ '
11: Royal Commission,1908 : Minutes of Evidence, qs. 640-646.
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From 1905, the State Government had, indeed, shown more
activity in developing.the North. During the period of political
instability between 1901 and 1905, there had been a certain
pre-occupation with the tiék question, but the balance of
power had lain with city and goldfields interests, and little
had been done for the Kimberleys., After the elections of 1905,
rural interests made afstrongér Qhowing,‘but the Kimberley
district, in common with the rest of the pastoral porth, vas
not so prominent as it had been in the Forrest era. In the
Legislative:Assemhly,-Connor; D§herty and Eolmes were no
longer present ; only J. P. JbLarty and Afthur ¥ale could
claim any knowledge of the district's requirenments, and

nelthev possessed Coﬁnor's eloguent powers of advertisenent

for the district he reoresented. However,in the leglalﬂtive
Council, the three North Province seats, previously occupied
by inarﬁiculate retiredfsquatters who had voted faithfully
for Sir John Forrest,_ncw_paﬁsed to equally consefvative,

but more vocal repreéentaiivés of the North. R.W.Pennefather,
who had been Forrest's autorney-general, represented the

GreenouOh area. Sir Edward Hittenoon spoLe for the Hurchiuon

and Gascgyne, except between 1Q06 and 1909, when he was
replaced by R.F.Sholl, a veteran of the era before self-
government. In 1906, Frangis Connor fron Kimberley was

returned for 'the'thii-d seat. For all that,the North vas - - .

the reign of the Forrests.
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Nevertheless, the Newton Moore ministry (1906-1910) devobed
sone attention to the problems of the Kimberleys. In particular,
the Department of Agriculture.took up the question of tropical
culture in the Kimberleys. W.V.Fitzgerald reportea in 1906 that
over one million acres, mainlv frontage conntry, would lend itself

to trovical agricuTture.(12)

.Experimental plots of cotton and
fruits were being grown'Ey pfivafe interests in the districﬁ,and
among those to achieve fairly encouraging results were E.G.Thurkle;
secretary of the West Klmbe 1ey Road Board, at Derby, and the
manager of the Oucar Range station at that time the site of the

most extensive irrigation plot in the distrlct.(13)

A Qomnissioner

of Tropical Agriculture was appeinted,Adrian Despeissis, who
encouraged experimentation in various preblens ¢f animal husbandry.

Research was wdertaken into the Kimberley horse disease, which |
on some stations accounted for a mortality of fifty per cent among
the horses, Whilst the exact cause could not be ascertained --
it never was detected until'1952 ;- the department's officersg
concluded that thevdiseaseroriginated from a plant growing wild
in the district, and recomu?nded ‘the cultivétzon of lucerne and

| Silll&r fodders by 1r11rat10n, to minlmlse the death rate. Only
one station, Oscar Range, followed cut these suggestions, and

there the death rate fell from fifty per cent to three per cent.(14)

12 : Votes and Proceedings, 1907, No. 19.
13 : Journal of Department of Agriculture, xv, p. 94 : "Western
tgilt, March 22nd, 1910.
14 3 Journal of Department of Agriculture, xii,p. 62.
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Among the suggestions urged by Despeissis was the
introduction of tick-resistant Zebu cattle from the Indies,
to be crossed with Shorthorﬁs. Experiments along these lines
had already been undertaken by Waiter MeKenzie Grant,at
Mount Scratch station near Dongara, where a Shorthorn bull
had been nmated with a Brghmin cow. "The progeny,slaughtered
at between four and six years of age, each registered
over 10001b. dressed weight,and the beef was pronounced A1
by the butchers.§13%hése crossbred cattle had the humpless
back and beef;producing qualities of the Shorthorn,together
with the quick growth,greater activity,hardiness, and
resistance to tropical diseases, such as redwater fever,
of tbe Zebu. Although similar crossbreds had had success
in Soutn Amnrlca, Texas,'and Jorth Afrlca, ‘the suggestlon' ‘
seens to have aroused no vestige of interest in the
Kimberleys. It was not until 1952 that two Zebu cross
heifers end two bull calves were imported to Kimberley

Downs by the firm of M.C.Davies and Sons. In the face

Department of Agriculture were productive of few immediate

results.

.15 Depp61531s,A. The Nor*-Hést and Tropical Nbrth
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It may be argued that owners were discouraged from

progressive improvement policies by the uncertain state of
the markets. The Kimberleys were still supplying most of
the winter metropolitan market, but the beef industry was
groving in areas closer to Perth, notably the Murchison,
Gascoyne and Irwin districts, and, by 1907,.the Wyndham
price for bullocks had fallen from £5 to £3.(16) This
encouraged the overland traffic to the Queensland markets,
which, from 1907, annually accounted for 16,000-17,000 head
of cattle. As Queehsland.supplied not only the Eastern
States, but was also attempting trade to Great Britain

| | and the Near North, concern was expressed in Parliament

at the potential loss to Western Australia's export trade.

for providing marketing facilities for the cattle industry,

end the 1907 Spcech put matters more concretely:(17)

"The very large increase in the number of Stock
within the State has impressed my Advisers with the
necessity of giving immediate consideration to the
establishment of Freezing works at those Ports where an
P export trade may be encouraged and improved, Increased
5 Harbour Facilities are being provided at the more
important points of shipment .

Newton Mbore,the Premier, stated that the

Government would give a pound-for-pound subsidy to any

16 : "Western Mail"®, September 2/th, 1910. (Analysis of
‘gituation by Arthur Haly,Stock Inspector,Wyndham).
Cf. Durack diaries of this date.

- Debates, xxxi, p. 2.
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private investor willing to construct freezing works at

Wyndham, provided that the shbsidy did not exceed £35,000.

This loan would be free of interest for three years,after
which four per cent would be charged. Regulations would be
framed,so that every pastoralist, whether a large or small

owner, would have the opportunity of securing treatment for

(18)

his cattle at the same price, Considerable opposition

was voiced by the Labour Party during the Address-in-Reply.
They alleged that,if a meatworks were erected,the "meat
ring" would ally themselves'to the interests cqntrolling

- the works, and 3ecure a monopoly which would exclude the _
small man from the trade., As fthe Leader of the Opposition
(Hon. T.H.Bath) put 1t .(19)

"It pract*cally means that we are sub31dising
the meat ring who have had the consumers of this State
under their heels for more than ten years, We have had
these people complaining that there is no outlet for their
stock,and that they must have freezing works in order that
they may build up an export teade as an outlet,while wve
have the people of the State from the goldfields to the
»metropolis still paying extravagant prices."

In pomnt of fact, there is no evidence whatever that either
Emanuels,or Copley,or Connor,Doherty & Durack contemplated

the congtruction of meatworks, Indeed the "meat ring",

such as it was,existed among the wholesale butchers of

Perth. The high retail prices were chiefly due to the

Ibid. pp. 68—70.
Ibido p. 58’ et Cfo ppo 56'520,&83113.

18
19
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the consuming population of the South, and the risk and wastage
atﬁendant upon the long sea voyage between the two, If érices
were to be reduced by the development of closer producing
centres, an outlet of export elsewhere_would definitely be
required by the Kimberley pastoralists,

The need for a comprehensive investigation of the
situation was pointed out by a prominent Labour member,William
Dartnall Johnson, who moved in 1907 for the appointment of (20)
A "a select commitiee, to enquire into and reﬁort

upon the best methods that can be adopted by Parlisment to

assist the pastoralists in the North-Wesi,and at the same

time protect the 1nterests of the. general consumers.

The scope of this epquiry was enlarged to the pastoral industry

of the whole State, Both sides of the House supported ?his move, -
" and a fact-finding comiittce of five members appointed, Bub =

when, a few days later, oné member of the Committee, W.J.Butcher,

asked to be discharged, a bitter dispute arose as to whether‘

a Govornment supporter or a iabour member should replace him,.

The Government won its point,but owing to the ill-feeling

‘which had been aroused,'agreed not long afterwards to &

However,in 1908,.a Royal Commissign vas appointed

to. enquire into and report upon the meat supply.(21) The ¥

chairman was Richard Williasm Pennefather,M.L.C. for North

20 : Ibid. pp. 680-699, 783-806 ?260.
' : Royal Commission appointed to enquire into and report
upon the Meat Supply : Report and Minutes of Evidence ;
(Votes and Proceedings, 1908-9, Ho. 21. 410 pp.) o
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Province, and the other members were Captain Robert laurie,M.L.C.,
and Johnson, Daglish, and W.B.Gordon from the Assembly. All
shades of party opinion were represented. In its investigation,
the Commission took extensive evidence from representatives of
the Kimberley cattle trade and pastoral industry,and provided
valuable information, such as Johnson's select committee had
aimed at finding., The Céﬁmiséion made several suggestions for
cheapening the price of meat, including the removal of the tick
restrictions still in force at Robb‘s Jetty, the granting of
permission for tick-free cattle to bs shipped from Derby,and
the improvement 6f‘Kimber1§y stock routes, The long dfy stages
which had to be travelleé in the later part of the season were

a frequent cause of complaint amongst Kimberley cattlemen,who

atiributed much of the wastage of condition in beasts to this

(22}

factor., - Finally,the Commissioners wrote:

"The establishment of a canning and meat extract
plant at Wyndham would be a distinct advantage to the pest-
oralists of East Kimberley,and shoudd likewise tend to reduce
the price of beef by diminishing the cost of production.
Mumbers of cattle which cannot profitably be shipped to markst

- die annually on all the stations. During their existence they .

are cumbering the pestures and lowering the standard of the

herds. Lheir utzlisat*on for canning or extract uould, by

of productlon per heed.....1t will soon be necessary for
Western Australia to establish an export trade in beef. The
first step towards that end is the improvement of the herds

in Kimberley,for which the wmeding out of inferior stock is
essential.”

. Had Parliament kept these:considerations in nind, instead of




At Argyle and Fossil Downs, experiments were tried on - -

allowing the quedtion of the development of Kimberley ;5

cattle markets to become dependent on party tactics;the

progress of the district would have been materially assisted,

Development work was,on the whole, very slow. .
It is worth quoting a contemporary analysis by De$p¢issis:(23)"

"When compared with Queensland,Kimberley cattle
are undergoing a process of deterioration. Cattle there
fatten quicker, but also melt down quicker than in
Queensland, There are certainly exceptions to this
tendency,and they are to be found on the runs where
attention is paid to the introduction of choice bulls.

"On a number of runs,more particularly the smaller
runs, degeneration is evident; the cattle are getting
deplorably inbred, and show it in reduced size,lighter I
skin, weaker constitution; they mature tardily, fatten b
slowly, and calve poorly. . i

"Some owners bought bulls years ago. They have
since relied on the larger station bulls mixing up with

late years,grazing has been such a precarious occupation
for the smaller man who can't sell,ship or realiss on
their bullocks, that there is a marked disinclination
to spend momey even when it is most urgenily needed.”

A few stations,such as Argyle,Lissadell, Fossil Dowms, i

and Gogo, tried to introduce fresh blood into their herds.

and at Lissadell, as at Roebuck Plains near Broome,the ¥

breeding of Herefords was attempted. But bulls only
became acclimatised with difficulty, where they did

not succumb to tick fever, and their importation was

-

23 : Despeissis, op. cit. pp. 80-81.




24 2 Allen,R, : Reminiscmfces, p. 9. (MS in Perth Archives).

a hazardous business., Conditions were against scientific

breeding. Thus Richard Allen, the bookkeeper of Gogo,wrote.

of conditions in 1910:(24)

"There were very few improvements in those days,
a horse paddock and a spelling horse paddock being all the
fences then in existence. The herd of cattle roamed this
huge area of 3,000,000 acres,and the mustering of fats and
branding of calves started early in April,and ended with
the hot weather in October. There were about 1,000 horses
and rmles to work this station,and the stockmen had three
changes during the season of two horses each,the native
boys getting the same....The stockyards were a long way
apart,the furthest out being about 70 miles from the station f
on the S.S.E. of the run,which bordered on the wild open i
country,the home of nomad Hatives,who caused a lot of trouble
in the rainy season,spearing and running cattle.”

- This was one of the biggest and best-capitalised
runs,and the manager's reputation was high among his contemp-
oraries, The conditions undér which the smallholders, or
"battlers“'as‘they‘were'célled“locally, vere primitive indeed. -
On many runs,branding was done by the "broncho" method, of
running down and roping calves for treatment. OSuch rmusters
vere inefficient,and a large number of cleanskins resulted,
who grew up into "scrubs™ or "mickies", rcaming the herd in
a wild condition, and assisting in the degeneration of the

breed, Powawar, it is interesting to note of one Afghan ]

smallholder near Hall's Creek, Mahomet Eser, who had no

homestead, but camped with his small herd, wandering in
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the manner of the patriarchs. As:a.result,his stock fattened well,
and were quiet and tractable. Of course,such methods were clearly
impracticable for general application; but the reason for much
of the loss of condition during droving was that the stock were
"man-shy®, and wasted through worry'during the unaccustomed
contacts of mustering and drqving. As for living conditions,these
varied from the fairly comfortable type of homestead, such as |
Ivanhoe or Goge, to the rather cruder pioneers! hut which then
- served Louisa Downs. (cf. photographic illust:at;ons)

‘ ‘ Qne of the ch;ef reasons for this retarded devélop—

nent was the expense of tranépoft. A1l goods had to be carried

on tabde-tovped bullock waggons, some -of them capable of loadin*

The Kimberley horse disease put horse teans out of the question,
but around 1910, mules were coming into favour for this class
of work. ‘Arcund Hall's Creek,there were a few Afghan camel
~drivers, and these beasts are reported to have been used on
small outlying stations until recent years. Some are still .
running wild in the district. Bullock teams however,pioneered
vmost of the Eigﬁwéjs; fhﬁs;iﬁ;1§16; ﬁBﬁiléckfﬂ Johnston,a man
of sixty, singlehanded tock twenty-two bullocks over the King

foopold Range to Isdell Downs station - a feat Fregarded as

~utterly impossible™ = thus constructing a fairly passable road

25 : Ibide pPe 7.
26 3 "destern Mailﬂ,July 8th,1910.
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occupied blocks in the Leopolds, such as Bowers and Sadler at
Tableland ; Blythe, Orchard and Spong at Glenroy ; Peter Piante
at Lansdowne, and George layman at Secure Downs.

The native problem was still fairly acute in the
outlying districts, where cattle-slaying persisted, and some
attempt was made by a new Chief Protector of Aborigines (C.F.Gale)

to cope with the situation. Circulars were sent out asking

- station managers whether they would be prepared to kill enough

beef to satisfy the needs of the natives in the adjacent country,
and, if so, whether they Qould‘do_so gratis, or would require
compensation.(27) Thefe was hdt,apparenﬁly,aﬁy encouraging

response. The Aborigineé‘ Department's next move was to found

the consumption of natives,who might also te gainfully employed
there. This,it was hoped,would discourage depradations on the
settlers' stock. Three small "battlers" near Hall's Creck,Franz
Meinsen, James Shepherd, and I.E.Green, were bcught out, and
théir cattle and land formed the nucleus of Moola Bglla station,

under the management of Arthur Haley. The ares of £he TUn was

.....

surrounding tribes were induced to settle on this neutral

ground, Some stations in the neighbourhood,however, preferred

October 5th,1908. : ;g

- Seirgen,
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tg maintain their own blacksi.camp,from which could be draWn

a‘supply of native labour,in exchange for rations and tobacco.
The rapid growth of the cattle population of

West Kimberley was not checked so greatly by native deprada-

tions, and there the nmumber of cattle increased from under

200,000 in 1906 to over 300,000 in 1910. It is a conmtroversial

question as to whether overstocking took place., Statements
that the carrying capacity of the country was permanently

damaged during this period are not uncommon. It is,indeed,
the opinion of the Pastoralists' Association that:(28)

"Except in isolated instances of culpable irrespon-
sibility, overstocking, where it has occurred, is attributable
to econoniic pressure, resulting from a 00ﬁbinaulon of low

dlutances invo‘ved."

At this stage,hovever,it does seem that insufficient heed

was given to the necessity of conserving the frontages. To

underline this necessity, another bad season had visited

West Kimberley in 1908. On Fossil Downs,E.G.Thurkle found,
whilé'ihspectihg for the4dwnefs;evidénce of overstogking:(zg)
... "I yent across the run from near Geikie Gorge a good
way around the lMargaret,and discovered as reported that feed
was on the frontages very scarce,in fact they were found to
be bare. Water was obtainable,but was of no use owing to the

scarcity of feed within reasonsble distance. Fortunately,
8B lansy,vho was temporarily in charge,is energetic and

willing,and had shifted all stock from the frontages out into
back country where. feed and water was still gocd,and hardly -

a beast could be seen about the fromtage,vhich was bare and
almost becomine nothing but a lot of scalded ground,”

28 : The Pastoral Tndustry in North-West Australia (pastoralists"

Association,1945).
29 s Fossil Downs papers 3

Letter Thurkle-Macdonald Nov,16thﬁ1908
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The season was late in breaking,and the squatters in the
Fitzroy Crossing area were forced to desperate expedients. At
Quanbun, tliere was "not a vestige of grass on thé run', and the
manager was compelled to shift his sheep on to pastures offered
by helpful neighbours. The station journals for December 1908
ard Jamary 1909 describe graphically an anxious time of ekeing
out the scanty feed and water supplies, searching - on foot,for
the horses were too poor to ride = for claypans gnd waterholeg
in the opeﬁ back country, keeping the stock shifting to wheréver
a small local storm had germlnated a little grass, and tallying .
(30) 44

the increaaln~ moruallty untll at lasy a good rain canme,

Oscar Range,no gecod rains came until February. BE}t is a fallscy

recent years.) These conditions sounded a warning which some
of the squotters secem to have ignored. A few reduced their

stock rumbers, Fossil Dowvms,which had a book mumber of 32,605

(32)

in 1910,0only ran 18,000 head in 1912. A.J.Rose of Quanbun

reduced the nnnber of sheep on his run from 12,000 to 7 000.(33)

increased without a proportlonate increase in the amount of

country used for grazing. Other stations took steps to sunplement

30 : Quanbun journals,December 4th,1908 to January 16th,1909.
31 : Ibid. Jamuary 31st,190%.
32 : Fossil Downs Cattle Book. (at Fossil Downs).

: Quanbun journals, 1909, Seasonal ‘Reports also information

33
: Mr. R.J.Rose.
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their Qafer supply. In 1905-6,a Government-sponsored party under i

Dr. Loéén Jack had reported favoufably onrthe prospects of fiﬁding 1
artesian or sub-artesian water supplies in‘the Kimberley district.(34)
Shortly afterwards, between 19C7 and 1913,the Kimbérley Pastoral
Company worked a boring plant on their property at Upper Liveringa, |
in order to develop the "pindan® country avay from the watercoqrses,
where much good feed went to vaste fo: want oprermanentvwater.
Several good waters were struck,but only flowing bores_and those

with large supplies close to the surface were uti;ised. At that

time 1little was known of pumpiﬁg from deep depths, Three shallow

a flock of 20,000 sheep for severalimopths.(35) In East Kimberley;

Connor,Doherty & Durack put_down_g 60§feet bore at the Ascot Depot,
""" where cattlo vere held before shipping. Few other stations made

any attempt to put down bores,partly because of the expense and

uncertainty of the operation,and pertly because of alleged

insecurity of tenure, The possibilily of resumption,distant

though it was,perhaps made it more difficult for the pastqralist

Act of 1898, leases were not due to expire until-1928.’-As‘the -----

land was not theirs,it is conceivable that some pastoralists felt

no qualms about devastating the lﬁﬁd to make profits,

Nevertheless,the Kimberley pastoral industry

34 : "Western Mail",November 30th,1905. = = . . . RN
35 : Liveringa jourzals, 1907=1913,passim : cf. Debates,x11i,p.265. .
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in 1908 was attracting few capitalists. The expert view

of:Isadore Emanuel was that(36)

"It would be absolutely impossible to get any l
money for anything connected with the cattle industry in
this State...owing to the hostile attitude of a section of
the Press, a large portion of the public, and...a large
number of the members of the Legislature. I do not know
of a single case of a cattle station having been sold of
late years. I know people wvho want to sell them,but it is
the most difficult thing to dispose of thenm".

In particular,he expressed the opinion that private British
capitalists would not invest in a Wyndham meatworks where |

there was any suggestlon of Government control. Early in 1909,

however,there appeared'gfounds for hope that,after all,
British investment would be tempted. In March 1909,the
Bovril interests formed a company,Bovril Australian Estates,

with a capital of £250,000, The chairman of directors was

the Agent-General for Western Australia, Sir Hector Rason,
the other directors being Lord Brassey, Sidney Kidman, and
Sir Edward Wittenoom ag their Perth representative.(Bé) This
company purchased Victoria River Downs in the_Northern
Territory,and Curlton in East Kimberloy, for an estlmated
5170 ,000, from Emnnuel,Kidman and Troup.(37) It also took
"""" over 893,000 acres in the undeveloped "Brpckman countrg" o

which the enterprising Tilden Smith had leased earlier,

36 : "Western Mail®,April 3rd,1909.
37 : Durack,M.P. : Diaries,March 9th, 1909.




The appearance of a wealthyALrltlsh company 1nop1red '
hopes bf a profitable sale in most of the squatters around
Wyndham,and Bovril was soon engaged in negotiations for sale with
Connor,Dohert~ & Durack,}.J.Durack of Lissadell,and others.(38)
These plans never came to fruition,otherwise the Bovril people
would have been in possession of most of the immediate hinterland
of Wyndham - a monopoly greater than ever was attributed to the
“peat ring". For a while,it seemed that the Bovril interests
would establish a meatworks at Wyndham,especially as their
organisation in Britain could abéorb all the turnoff available
for export purposes from Wyndham., Local pastoralists supported
the scheme,and urged Arthur Male inbto enquiring of the Govermment
whether negotiations were #fooﬁ for concessions.(39 Nothing

came of these enquiries. It would appear that Bovril Australian

td

states did eventuvally approach the Commonwezalth Govermnent,
They wished to make use of coloured labour,who,by slanghtering
stock on board ship in Cambridge Gulf,would avoid any technical
infringement of the White Australia policy. The Commomwealth
Government turned down this ingenious proposal.(AO)

hile the Bovrll repreoenta+iveu vere still

arguing this point,the firm of Connor,Dcherty & Durack bevan

to open up another export outlet. For some years, there had

-39

38 : Ibid. Jamuary 18th 1909, Julv 9th,1910.
¢+ Tbid. November g9th 1909. :
A0 @ IBid. ‘arch 9th, 1971 s Cf Sir Edward hlttenoom s remarks,
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been a demand for Australian cattle in the Philippine Islands,
where the local herds had been decimated by rinderpest introduced
during the Spanish-American war of 1898. Sidney Kidman had
already built up an export irade. He,it was repprtedz(Aj)
"secured a contract from the (Philippine) Government
for canned meat,and,in order to €arry out his contract he
secured and overlanded close on to 16,000 head of cattle
from Kimberley pastures to the meat works in Queensland."”
Wyndham still lacked meatworks, but there were possibilities
in the livestock trade. In March 1910, MfP.Durack went to.
Manila,to enlist the sdpport of the American authorities in
stimilating trade with Wyndham. On behalf of his firm,and of
the Bovril intereats,he arfanged with Fernando Lichauco, the

leading cattle buyer of the Philippinﬂs, for the importation

of leborl 2y llvestcck 1nto the islands. Prime quality fat

cattle wore not required. Indeed, the stipulated minimum weight
(42)

on nnlpnnnh from Wyndham was only 400 lbs. Connor,

Doherty & Durack were ensbled to purchase stores from the

small station-owners at £2 per head,and sell them, after

and £3/10/-. In June 1910;-g»mob ofy3504head were 3Qnt avay .
on the "Frithjof" to Manila, and Durack was arranging with
Lichauco's agents for the sale of 3,000 more lightweight catth,

when,on July 220d,1910,the Fhilippines Government imposed a ban

41 s Desp61531s,op.c1t. p.70.

Lichauco and Connor,Doherty & Durack. (Durack papers)

42 : Durack,M.P. : Diaries, March-July 1910 : Contract between -
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on the import of Australian cattle,bécause of disease regulations,
A small outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia had occurred at Carlton among
some cattle brought in from Victoria Rivér Downs_in the Northern
Territory,and this may have provided the pretext. Durack regarded
it as "probably a move by the dealers and vested interests in
Maniis.n(43)

During the surmer of 1910-11, the Wyndham exporters
were still looking for Asiatic markets. J.J.Holmes was approachéd
by a Java importer who proposed a three-year contract for the supply
of_beef to the Netherlands East Indies,but no agreenment was made.(44)
Heanwhile,Francis Connor weﬁt to lanila,and,by May 1911,had persuaded

the Philippines Government fo adzit Kinberley cattle, (45) Some

complaiz}ed 5f the inordinate size of his enbertaimment expense

- account, Contracts were signed fof'the'suppiy of 4,760 head,and
later renewed so that,within two years,nearly 10,000 head were
being shipped from Wyndhan to Yanila ammally. Tbis relieved the

rarketing difficulties of Eazst Kimberley, ard oddly ensugh, by

~and Durack reported 2 sheriaze of markeilable cattle.(Aé)

The lznila trede was of material benefit to East

Kimberley. The State Governmeht,meanvhile,vas at last considering

43 3 Dureck,l.P.. : Diaries,July 22nd,1910,
44 ¢ Ibid. March 27th,1911.
45 ¢+ Ibid. May 18th,1911.

46 : Ibid, July 25th,1911.
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the provision of Wyndham meatworks as a State enterprise;.The
Canning Stock Route had not become a practicable major oﬁtlet.
Shoosmith and Thompson,the first men to take a mob south along
the Route,were murdered by wild blacks. Although Tom Cole,and
others,had come through successfully later in the year (1910),
the nature of the country traversed made it apparent that the
carrying capacity of the route.was limited. As no satisfactory
marketing outlet had been provided by private enterprise,it
was left to the Qovernment._'Although this was contrary tq,the
non-sooialist ideas of the Mbore_Government,most of the Cébinet,.
with the exception of the Minister for Agriculture,James Mitchell,
séomed to favour the cohsﬁruétion of meaﬁworks, which was
- - - % - promised in the Governor's Speech of 1910.(47) """ ore
sent up to Vyndham to investigate the problerns of surveying,
construction,and water suéply.
larketing problens had been particularly acute
for the smallholders,because the large firms who organised the
booking of shipping space were naturally anxious to get their:

own cattle on the market first, and the smallholders' drafts

were left to the end of_the'dfy season, or nissed shipping

altogether, This was the ground of some complaint,especially

in West Kimberley. The Town Clerk of Broome,in response to
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an enquiry from the Fremantle City Council, said that theréf
were in his district twelve cattle sfations with an annual
output of 3,000 head - yet only 650 head from two stations
were sold in 1910,because of the hold which the large owners
had on all available shipping spacéégget,despite this factog,
and despite the adverse effects of four major cyclones
between 1908 and 1912,during one of which Thangoo alone

lost 2,000 head of cattle, the Broome area did not fail to
attract new investors. In 1910,J.Eacott,having sold a wvaluable
pearl for £4,500, put the honéy intorthe purchase of Frazier
bowﬁs; éﬁdrwhén,ih Jul& 1915, the agehts of éﬁothéf pearlingQ

man, Mark Rubin, "illegally entered and took possession" of the

compensatibn at the rate of £2/10/- per head on 3,500 cattle.
Moreover,sheep ware being iried in coastal country previously
considered unsuitable, Roebuck Plains and Thangoo reported

some success with small flocks, and Bohemia, near La Grange,

lay in the fact that they could not book shipping space in

advance until they knew what effect the season would have

(49)

48 3 "Western Mail",November 19th,1910,
49 : "Nor'-West Echo",October 12th,1912.
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the effects of'this°co¢biﬂef(51)  e S

- at the electién—of»1911, vhen Arthur lMale,often regarded as - i

50 = ngates,xlil,p.180 Fosgil Downs papers, esp. telegram,

fron the fluctuations of the segsonal market., Thus the.

Macdonald brothers of Fossil Downs sold 2,000 head of bullocks
to the butchering firm of J. & W. Baker in 1911, without

any middleman save the firm of Elder,Shenton & Co. as brokers.
But the stock only fetched 27/6 per‘head.(so) Control by

the stock agents leésgned the risk of haphazard marketing.
Nevertheless,labour members of Parliament complained that
freights were exorbitant, schedules not arranged to suit the
convenience of the izhabitants of the North-West, and that
the shipping ccmpaniés allowed ﬁhe.”meat‘ringﬂrté charter
all aﬁailable prace ahdlsqueeze out the smallholder. It was i;

even alleged that the G0€9fnmen£ station at Moola Bulla felt

"Because we would not sell to the charterers
of the ships at five shillings per hesd leas than was offered
by another intending purchaser,they refused to bring down stock
from Wyndham at less than £4 per head,though £3 had been the
charge previcusly.?

On behalf ef_hié-firm,A;thur Male,in 1910,arranged 4
a livestock trade with Jdﬁa, and in ‘that year, 416 beasts vere

sent up to Sourabaya. In subsequent ybarg,betuben L,OOO and 5,000

head annually were absorbedrby this ogtlet. This mey have

afforded the‘smallholdsr3 st3'relief, but dissatisfaction

with control by the big stock shipping companies was expressed

D. Macdonald - J.M.Nicholson,February 1st,1911.
51 :"Western Mail®,Octobsr 6th,1914.




the Btoome representative of the #meat ring" was opposed by

; T.L.Brown, formerly M.L.A. for Geraldton. Solid support by

5 the Broome pearling interest ensured Male's comfortable return;
% but in the pastoral portioné of the electorate, Brown led

§ by 124 votes to 98. In this election,the Wilson Government
(1910-11),in which Male had.been a minister without portfolio,
was ousted by Labour under John Scaddan, The new Cabinet
reversed State policy on the-freezing works and the North-West
shipping service. They contended that the metropolitan and
Philippines trade offered a sufficient outlet to the pasto;alists‘ .
of East Kimberley,and therefore discontimued plans for the
construction of the meatworks. An interesting entry in the

diery of M.P.Durack discloses the attitude of the Minister

for Works (W.D.Johnson),who had sat on the Meat Commission

2
% which had recommended freezing works in 1908:(5")

‘ "The Minister does not favour freezing,and says
T cattle are not good encugh to compete on world markets....l
declare quite good enough to freeze for Eastern merkets,who
will take all we can supply. Minister saya definitely will
attend to jetty facilities,and will send a bore to further
try for water at Wyndham,that having a good supply of water
" at Wyndham,possibility of works. $ays that,as cautious practical
men,it is not likely Federal Govt. will rush into freezing
...... works for Darwin,and that we neod not worry on that score.”

This dialogue took placeat Wyndham in May 1912,

In the same year, the Labouf'Government, whose interests




favoured the consuming population rather than the producers,
initiated measures aimed at reducing the price of beef in the
metropolitan area. At the Perth end,the Government entered
the wholesale butchering business,and,by conducting its own
sales, succeeded in reducing the price by about 2d. per 1b.
Unfortunately,these businesses were run at a loss, It was

felt that further savings could be effected by lowering the

cost of shipping freights along the North-West coast. Two

companies controlled this trade,the Adelaide Steamship Company
and the Blue Funnel Line,trading with Singapbre. The latter
cbmpany's vessels were'knowhras "the black boats™, because they

vere not subject to the Iav1gation Act which forbade the

Wluh these,the Government Qetermined to found its own line,
the State Shipping Service.(53)

Because of the experimental nature of the venture,
and because other state tradinp losses were already creating
the deficits which would earn Scaddan the nicsname of "Gone~

a-million Jack"®, expenditurs was kept at a minimum, Instead of

trade, being obtained, old and obscléscent ships were purchased

at comparatively low costs, Four vessels were obtained,

53 : Select Committee on the Wyndham Meatworks and the State Shippinb
Serv1ce, 1921 Votes and Proceﬁdings,1921 -2,N0. A,
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the "Eucla", the "Kwinana™, the "Una", and the "Darius", renamed
the "Western Australia’ -- the last,in M.P.Durack's eyes:(54)
"an old,dirty-looking tub that gives one the
impression that it has been a neglected vessel with a coat
of paint put over it in a hurry."
Hot perhaps a good bargain. However,strong opposition was
shown to the new service. The "Nor'-West Echo" reported:(SS)
"Ever since the Government purchased the steamers-
for the Horth-West trade,some large firms,who practically had
a monopoly of certain lines,have viewed the matier unfavourably,
Some merchants in the North-West have instructed the wholesale
houses in Perth on no account to ship gooeds to the North by
State steamers.....The action is grossly unfair to the Government,
which is doing its best to cheapen the means of transit. "
For all that,the State Service gradually won acceptance. The
first shipment bought by the Government fetched the fairly
,,,,,, respectable price of £6/18/9 per head average on the Fremantle =~ = -
market. As the ships had not originally’been built for the
livestock trade,losses in transit were at first rather beavy,
but by the end of the year,the Government could claim to have
brought down the freight to £2/10/- per head,in consequence of
which the price of cattle rose 10/ per head at Wyndham,to the -

benefit of the vendors. On the first year's operations,the State

Shipplng Serv1ce wa.s of“icially estimated to have lost £19,354/7/11,
(56) |

but this leeway yas reduced in later years. Shipments were

provided by Moola Bulla,Rosewood.and Fossil Downs stations, and

54 : Durack,M.P, : Diaries,November 3rd 1912 :
55 3 "Nbr'-west Echo", August 3rd,1912. .
56 : "destern Mail®, October 6th,1914 Select Committee of 1921.
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England,where they subsequently prospered. They retained i

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

support grew until eventually Connor,Doherty & Durack wére ;
sending down cattle by state steamerg. The withdrawal of the %
Adelaide Steamship Company from the trade during the First
World War undoubtedly assisted progress by the State line.
Emanuel Brothers would have nothing to do with
the State Ships,but retained’their contract for all the Blue

Funnel Iine's shipping space. Because of their disagreement

with the Government,Isadore and Sydney Emanuel withdrew to

their Kimberley properties,but disposed of all their other

Western Australian interests,including their agency business

in Derby,which was taken over by two of their employees, 3
A.J.MeGlew and Rupert longer. The fim of lMcGlew,Monger - - - §
worked up the trade in fat sheep to Singapore, and thus 2

assisted the Fitzroy graziers,vhose exporis to Perth had
been declining in the face of competition from the lixrchison
and Gascoyne pastoralists clpser tq the metrqpolis.

- These adjustments in the marketing position ot

nade for brighter prospects than had been evident for some i

prices or not,the provision of additional shipping for the i

Forth-West trade was of advantage ; as also was the development}ﬁ

of an Asiatic market for the plainer stock. In the Phﬁlippines%?
alone,it was estimated that there was a market for up :

5

to 30,000 carcases a year,for which Australia could be the
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chief source of supplye. (5 ) Contacts had also been established

with the Singapore and Java markets. In all,these outlets
represented a promising field of development. It does not
seem that any State Government of the period,labour or
Liberal,was fully conscious of the fact., Furtheemore,the
vacillating official policy on the construction of a meat-
works at Wyndham was reéponsible for delaying the appearance
of Australian beef on the world market until a period when
conpetition was much more stringent than it would have been
if the project had'beéﬁ'CQmpleted tefore the First World War.
Neverthéléés,thésé were good times for %he
Kimberleys. For many of the early ploneers,it was an

oppo*tune romnnt to 3p11 out and retire South. The Rose

brothers nade over tlount Barnett to Ben Conley and Vernon
Kamersley, Cherrabun to the maruﬂl brothers, and Quanbun
to A.J. and Percy Rose. 1910 and 1911, Connor,
Doherty & Durack were enlarﬂlnﬂ their hold:lnxT They

purchdsed P, Durack's two runs at Ellen Vale and Dunhanm

£55000.‘They'also-attgmpted-to buy Fossil Downs(SZS,OOO),

Tissadell (£30,000) and Frog Hollow (£2,500 and the proceeds
(58)

from the sale of bullocks for one year. From these

57: -Despeissis,op.cit. p. 70. o
58 : Fossil Downs papers, letlers, 1910—11 : Durack JM.P.
Diaries, July 9th,1910, September 6th,1912, et al.

i
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L figures,it appears that,.although the,“battlers"!,runs,could not ,
command much of a price, a considerablg value was set on the
bigger and better-developed properties, The Lissadell and Fossil
Downs bids were evbntually rejected because the owners considered
them inadequate. In the Broome area,George Roe sold Thangoo to
Edgar and Biddles,already o@ners of Yardagarra,the next statlon.
These were good times forithe Kimberieys. Uyndhanm,
one street surrounded by a marsh,a crocodile-infested arm of
Cambridge Gulf, and a precipice,vied with Marble Bar for tho o

reputation of the hottest town in the State; but it was the

old site to a position closer to the jetty and the sea breeze.

Broome was civilisation. Here the station managers came for

& holiday. The pearlers had built a style of bungalow house with
wide verandahs, admirably adapted for the climate ; and this
thriving cormunity had.attrﬁcted_a legal firm, doctors and dentists,

and a cinema palace (at which might be seen Harry lauder in 'that
. . 1 .
Mirth-Provoking Riot, "Fou' the Noo'", that tense Drama of Slavery,

(59) |
"Uncle Tom's Cabin®, and similar programmes). The town also

bishopric, Perhaps the most reliable barometer of Kimberley

prosperity was the mumber of public houses 3 there were five in
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Crossing, Eall's Creek, and Ruby Creek. In the ensuiﬁé
forty years, five of these establishments have vahished.
It was a dry climate. At the Fitzroy Croésing rades of 1910,
it is reported that sixty white men and three white women
consumed 315 dozen bottles of beer, besides dozens of cases
of whisky, brandy , and kegs of "0.P." rum.(éo) It is
doubtful whether, after such a festival, memory would permit
an accurate tally of the amount consumed; but it must have
been considerable.

| These were good times for the Kimberleys., In
the Fitzroy sheep industrj,wool prices vhich declined to

rise above 9%d. did not_prevent the steady, unspectacular,

remained constant at about 300,000, but the wool clips had

' been improved by scientific breeding from an average fleece

of a little over 3} lbs. to 5 lba.(61) In the min, the

bullock teams came to Derby with wool bales bearing the

brands of the old-sstablished stations ; but here and there

cfn’cino the case of Robert and Ellen Bell,who founded Ellendale

in 1910, Mrs Bell taking care of the stations while her

busband worked as a shearér and fercer on the big runs,in

order to earn capital to stock his 33,000-acre holding.

60 s Allen,op. cit. p. 8 : Cf. Appendix II (b).

61 : Despeissis,op. cit. p. 69.
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Heavy losses occurred in January 1914, when the biggest

flood ever recorded on the Fitzroy came down. Torrential rains
in the Leopold Ranges caused the river to cover the whole of
(62)

the frontage country with a sea of water, The stock losses
were enormous. An estimated 40,000 sheep were swept away,over
half of them from the K.P.C. country at Upper Liveringa.

Some 20,000 cattle were lost,14,000 of them from the properties féﬁ

of the Emanuel brothers. Twelve monthg later,in January 1915, by

another flood of almost equal dimensions came down,but,on this

o o,
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occasion the pastoralists were forewarned, and succeeded in

' .. saving nearly all their stock. The temporary effect of these

floods was beneficial,in that they restored vitality to the

river frontages,and the stock fattened easily. However,the

...........

sheep stations did not recover their former numbers. ' Upper
Liverinza,which had shorn 98,715 sheep in 1909,only had 41,630 by
1917. loonkanbah,which r%nVSS,OOO sheep in 1910, had half that
nurber ten years later., For the distriet,there was a2 fall

from 299,290 sheep in 1912 to 191,633 in 1917, a trend which

continued,although in the part of the district around Broome,

i
i there were 18,270 sheep whETe only 1,129 had grazed in 1903.(63)

The reasons for the decline'have been summed up by K.C.Rose,

manager of Liveringa :

or the diary of C.Fraser, who was floodbound in a hut on

Liveringa,both make interesting reading. (Archives,Perth.) , i .
63 : Appendix VI : cf. Iiveringa,ﬁbonkanbah and Quanbun station |

recordd and journals. ‘

{
1

62 : For a graphic account of the flood, Allen's "Reminiscences®, ;f§ 
P
i
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~ on the stock route to_Nyﬁdham,but the process resulted in

"Frontage country gradually became eaten out with continued
heavy stocking. Thousands of kangarocos assisted in the
deterioration. As there were no back waters,sheep had to remain
on the natural frontage waters,until the rain came, Heavy
losses occurred with bogging. When the country was more or
less in its virgin state, the sheep remained strong throughout
the year,and the waterholes did not contain so much silt and
bog,which increased year by year with stocking." (64)

Two of these factors, increased silting and the wallaby plague,
were advanced in the conditions following the great floods.

In East Kimberley,too, pests were addihg diffi- ‘
culties to animal husbandry. About 1911, buffalo fly had :
entered the district from the Northern Territory. These !
insects worried cattle at the end of the wet season, and
prevented them from putting on condition.(65) Pleuro-pneumbnia
was also reported occasiénally,especially among stock emanating
from the Victoria River district. -Fortunately,the disease
did not at this time assume epidemic proportions,and by 1913
was believed to have died out.(éo) Ferds had gradually

become imminised againsi tick fever, although occasional

losses were still experienced, Dipping facilities were grected

wastage through the cattle being kmocked about.

Despite the presence of these drawbacks, Easi

Kimberley provoked some response from overseas capitalists

64

Rose,K.C. : Journal of Iaverlnga Statistics (on the station]
65 ’

LTI Y

dlarles of M.P. Durack : Aprll 19th 1911. Cf. Jenklns,C.F..t
Entomological Problems of the Ord River Irrigation Area &
(Jourral of the Department of Agriculture, 2nd series, ¢
xodi,?2,p. 131) o
66 & Votes and Proceedings, 1914-15, Ho. 18, p. 67. i

|




this price was £2 per head of livestock, which would have come

.67

Admittedly,the expected expenditure of British capital by Bovril

Australian estates had not occurred. Little developmental work
was undertaken, apart from an unsuccessful attenmpt between 1914
and 1916 to develop their holding in the "Broclkman country™.(67)
Their failure left HNorth Kimberley unsetiled but for a Bene-
dictine mission at Kalumburu on the Drysdale River, and the
Anglican Forrest River Mission, re-settled in 1913, Meanwhile,
hopes were entertained that some large capitalist would find the
Kinberleys a field fér_iﬁvgstnent on a scale beyond the neans
of any of the local inte?ests. Duringv1912 and 1913,rumoﬁrs were
rife that units of the American Meat Trust intended taking ovef

enornious holdings in East Ximberley and the Northern Territory,

- with a view to developing camning workg, such. as had been

undertaken by the 3wift cnierprises in Queensland. But it was

British capital which eventually won the field., It was announced

in January 1914 that Copley & Co. were selling out their runs,
Crd River, Sturt Cregk, and lMargaret River, to the Union Cold.

Storage Company, at an undisclosed price. It is believed that_

e
to beticen £225,000 and £240,000.(68)

The Union Cold Storaze Company was a British firm,
)

with some thirty thousand shareholders, Its affairs were

Votes and Proceedings, 1914-5, Ho. 18, p. 67. ,
"Horth-ilest Echo', January 23rd,1914 : Flirnders,op.cit.,
Ch. ‘Vj..o . T .

v s»

68
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controlled by the Vestey brothers, Sir William and Sir Edmund.
In addition to running a gre&t number of smgll retail butchering
businesses throughout Engiand, this firm was affiliated for‘
Weddel & Co.,a leading Léndon stock—buying house. Thus it
seemed that the Union Cold Storage Company had all the facilities
needed to place Australian be¢f én>the English market. Within
the next month, the saﬁe cdmpqhy purchased Wave Hiil in the
Yorthern Territory, and Fiora'valléy, Buchanan and Gordon's run
near Hall's Créek.' All £hese.ﬁ§ldings were well within the area
served by Wyndham as the péinﬁ of Shipﬁent;vlf Vésteys' were to
build a meatworks, as seemed.likely, Wyndham was the logical

choice for a site. But,in July 1914,1it was announced that

" Vesteys' had negotiated a contract with the Commonwealth

(69)

vGovernnent for the ponstruction of & reatuorks at Darwin.

This has fairly been described by J.l.Kelly as ®an

{1J-conceived venture'. He writes:(vo)

37t is gifficult to understand why such a decision’

was ever made as ‘o embark on a meatworks venture of such
magnitude ab Darwin. Anyone with a knowledge of the country
in the northern areas of the lNorthern Territory would have
 known that the country within a radius of 200 miles of Darwin
was of the poorest in Northern Australia, and that within
a radius of 500 miles,the country could not properly be - 3
 claszified as of good fattening quality; thirty years of ;
cattle raising experience had proved this. Additionally,there
was the knowledge of the class of cattle being shipped alive

through Darwin to the Fhilippine Islands."

69 : "estern Mail®,July 29th,1914. ' S L
70 : Kelly,J.H. op. cit. p.63.. Similar opinions have been
expressed by experienced Kimberley cattlemen.
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The Wyndham interests were greatly disappointed,and attacked
the dilatory policy of the State Government, whose lack of interest,
it was contended, had lost the meatworks for Western Australia. (In
all fairness, it should be noted that the Federal Labour Government,
which Johnson had said was unlikely.to consider building meatworks
at Darwin, had been replacedjb&ﬂthe Cook Liberal Ministry in 1913,
and the latier may not have kept the Scaddan Government well iﬁformed
about these negotiations.) It now seemed that the chance of obtain-
inz meatworks for Wyndham was gone for éome time to come, The |
livestock trade,boo,would sufferf _Over'five million acres in’

East Kimberley, and a like arez in the adjacent portions‘of the

Northern Territory, which had formerly supplied the Wyndham m *ket
Darwin works.

Vesteys!, however, were not the only people who wanted
to build freezing works in the lorth., In May 1914,Scaddan had been
approached by another of those enterprising British capitalists
who from time to time have'éast a spéculative eye on the prospects
' of a 1little profitable e*npire--bulldlnb in the wide open spaces of

works at Wyndham came from S.V.Nevanas, the head of a British

rmeat importing firm. At first; Scaddan had not been encouraging.
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and Havy would require large suppiies of meat from Empire countries,
such as Western Australia, Nevanas was commissioned by the Govern-
ment, for a retainer of £1,000, to go up to Wyndham and report on
the feasibility of building a meatworks there. The Cabinet received
his report in October 1914, and three mogthsAlater asged Nevanas
to submit a tender for the construction ofvfreezing works at
Wyndham, Nevanas prepared plans and spgcifications, and quoted
the sum of £159,510 as his res.timate of the cost. On this basis,
the Government signed a contract authorising him to construct
a meatworks, in March 1915. N

Nevanas proceédéd to place orders for materlals
promptly and energetically,_but,.before very longg a dispute arose
to make available to him certain shipping space which he had
been promised,in his consideration, By mutual consent, the
contract was determined in July 1915, Nevanas being paid three
per cent of his estimate by uay Qf compenaation. An'expe:ienced

engineer was brought over from the Eastern States,and the Public

When Parliament re—assembled, complaints were made that thlSv
contract had been let secretly, without givingrotber f;:ms an

opportunity to tender for the project. A select committee of |

71 : The Hevanas Contract is exhaustively discussed in Votes and |
Proceedings, 1915, No. A4 : 1917, No. 4 : 1921-2, No. 42). !
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five members,including three Labour back-benchers, was appointed
to study the facts surrounding the case. They reported that there
was no occasion to suspect corruption, but the Oppbsition moved |
a motion of no confidence, based on the principle that contracts i
should not be let without calling for public tenders. The motion
was défeated,although a Labour amendment disapproving of such

(72) Sone of the

practices "on general principles" was passgd.
Labour Party had expressed dissatisfaction,over this episode,
and one member resigned from_th& party on this pretext. In

addition, the Country Party withdrew its support from Scaddan, |
ahd at fhe next session of Parliament, in July 1916, a coalition %

- of these forces and the Iiberal Opposition succeeded in passing

Labour Ministry.
The Wilson Govermment proceeded to reverse some
of its predecessor's policies. There ﬁad been no substantisl
. change in the political cgmp&exion of the Kimberley District
in this‘time, although on the deaths of Pennsfather and Connor

in 1914 gnd 1916 respectively,they had been replaced in the

the style of "independents". Holmes had achieved his seat by

defeating the official Iiberal candidate, J.D.Connolly ; it was

72 : Debates,1ii,pp. 58: 351: 415: 526 et seq: 2246: 2263 et seq:
2324 et seq. '
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as a source of pocket boroughs for city politicians in search i
of a seat. In office,Holmes maintained a genuine independence
of attitude,usually from the viewpoint of the smaller owner,
which impelled him to-speak_out in opposition of Iiberal and
Labour governments alike. Although in later life this tendency
sometimes developed into cantankerousness, he was of service

a3 an advocate of the Nbrth

The war had led to prosperity in the pastoral

the herd is said to have reached the big rumber of 70,000, and
the branding was aﬁéut:18,060, whilé over 4,000 females were

" speyed. (73) 10 cope with such supplies, the Wilson Gevermment.
svidently determiped tc?raticnalisa”the shipping position by
entering into o contract with the firm of Emamuel Brothers for
the sale of 12,000 cattlé,for the delivery of which space was
premised in the State ships. Emsnuels did not have to supply
all these. stocL from their own lands, but could buy from emall-

(74)
holders,in the same mammer as before 1912. J.J.Hmlmas got

vuind of these proceedings5iaﬁd:in_Hovember 1916, moved in the

Legislative Council for the production of all p@peis relating | ;

to this coniract,(75) Hé @escribed this contract as

: Allen,op.cit. p.12.
T s Durack,I P. : Diaries,August 9th and 11th, 1916

Debates liii,pp. 779-92,821-31,998-1003, 1052—74,1275.
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a retrograde step,and & breach:of faith with the smallholders
whose support had enabled the State Shipping Service to begin
operations, He said he had no anirmus at all against Emamel
Brothers, but deplored their obteining a monopoly of almost
ell the shipping space available. The imputation that the
Wilson Government, which had expressed its aﬁhorrence of
secret contracts during the Nevanas controversy, was itself
attempting something of the:sort vas not missed by the Iabowr
Party. The Government did ﬁheir best to put a good face on the
matter,but found the opposition to the experiment sufficientiy
strong to persuvade them to desist from repeating that type |
of marketing arrangement; |
Government had given indications of an intention to curb the
influence of the great landholders. Clause 8 of the Governor's
Speech for 1916 read:(7§)

"Provision for the renewal of pastoral leases
is one calling for early attention.

"A classification of pastoral lands to precede

‘such legislation iis necessary,and this will be pubt in hand
at once. A Bill to provide for the repricing of such leases, !

cla931fication. 7
A few days later,the Scadaan Govermment fell,and.was replaced

by the anti-Labour coalition., But it was clear that action

~of 1898, these uerevall due to expire on Decenber 315t,1928.'

76 2 _Debates, x1ix, p, 2.

v ) e rww———




7

To the impermanent conditions of tenure had been attributéd the

pastoralists' reluctance to put in improvements, and their
indifference to the likelihood of erosion being caused by
overstocking. Indeed,when the Minister for Lands (Henry Bruce
Letroy){77) introduced the Bill to amend the Land Act,he thus
described the aims of the Government:(78)

"We want to give the pastoral lessee gsecurity of
tenure so that he may be able to go to his banker and give him
some security for the money which he desires to borrow for the

development of his holding. The Bill provides for more rigid
stocking, also for the experditure of momay in improvements."

Clause 30 of the Bill provided for the granting of pastorai

leases for a term expiring on December 31st,1948, the rate of

rent to be based on the pastoral capabilities of the larnd, its

would not be less than those already in force, but provision
was made for reassessment at the end of fifteen years.v Persons
holding a lease due to_expife in 1928 could surrender it, and
apply for a new lease,.eipifihg in 1948, subject to the pro-

visions of the 1917 Bill.-rwithin five years of the commencement

acres were to be effected H within ten years,there muat be
improvements to the value of £10 per thousand acres. lHost

important of all, nc one person was to hold more than one

Lefroy (1854~1930), MIA 1892-1901, 1911-1921 : Minister for

- Education 1898-1901 (during pericd of introduction of 1898 ~
nd Act):Agent-General,1901-1904 : Minister for Lands,1916~

917 s Premier, 191751919. » '
Debates liv‘v , 2
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million acres in any one division of Western Australia. Since
the Kimberley Division,under the act,oﬁly constituted one area,
this proviso affectéd many large landholderé,such as Emanuels,
Connor,Doherty & Durack, and J.A.Gams,

The discussion of the Bill did not come before
Parliament until March 1917, towards the end of a session.(vg)
The Labour members held that insufficient time had been allowed
for the discussion of thermotion,and noved that consideration of
the Bill should be postponed for six months ~- in effect until
‘after a general election. This amendment was defeated by a vote
“on party lines., In speaking to the Bill,members of all parties
profesged a desire to thwart the combines, especially the
American Meat Trust, which were believed to have designs ofl
securmngular ge arcas of cattle country, after the manner of
the Vestey interests. Hence the legislation limiting the extent
of holdings -~ the first time.such a measure had been mooted
by the Parliament of We tcrn Aust"alia. The Assewmbly passed
this clause without aﬁéndmént but in the legislative Council,
the Colonial Secretaxy (Hon. Sal Colebatch) moved that the

maximum area which migh£~be held in one division by two or

or unincorporated, should be raised to two million acres. If

8535 et seq.,2613 et seq.

-
H

more persons jointly,or by any association of persons incorporated -

R

—
79: Debates,liv,pp. 2088-95 : 2414-90 : 2496 et seq.,2509 et seq., !
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any leaéeholder were beneficially'interested in a greater area,he
should forf#it the surplus. This gave the large owners a good deal
of latitude, and the Hon. J.M.Drew and the Hon., J.W.Kirwan pointed
out that the restriction could be rendered futile by the formation
of dummy companies, "although éénsisting of the same shareholders,
so long as there were in each cése a separate registration,and the
objects were slightly different".(8o)

The Council passéd Colebatch's amendment without much
comment, whereupon the Government moved for its adoption in the
Assembly. But the Labour Party moved for the reduction of the area
which a coﬁpany might hold torone million acres, Reference was
made to the large areas held by Vestey Brothers, and Cénnor,

Heat Trust. "Our northern areés must be populated," said Scaddan,
"and they will never be populated so lonz es we permit men to hold
nillions of acres along our watercourses.' Labour favoured sub-

division into smaller units. When the question was put to a vote,

Lo several members of the Country Party supported the labour amendment,
this form,the clause was_accépted by the Council,several members
of which,however, again eipressed their misgivings about the

possibility of dummying by combines, Lessees of holdings of

. over one million acres were given twelve months in which to sub-

divide their land, but, at the motion of Sir Fdward Wittenoon,
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this period was extended to two years,because of the disruption

caused by the war in settling business affairs. &)
Tt seems indubitable that the intention of the

mejority of Parliament was to reduce holdings in the pastoral 5

districts,especially bhe Kimberleys,to manageable proportions i

that would allow of more efficignt development,gnd,in so doing, i
to attract more white populatipn to these parts. The First
World War had created a shofﬁage of experienced white labour,

' as many stockmen enlisted with the Light Horse. Allen corments
tersely : "The War had taken all the eligible men,and we had to
get men frém South,of an inferior type to the lecal hard produc&%éz)
By 1917,there vere only 277 white men engaged in the Kinberley
‘pastoral industry 3 but there wers 803 sboriginal males, and 560 .
gins.(gs) From this time on dates a growing reliance on‘native
and part-native stockmen. From an employerfs point of view,they
had the merit of proficiency at rounding up cattle,even if they
sometimes chased condition dff_the beasts. No wages were paid,

- but pastoralists repudiated the ldea that bléck labour was

chean, ani pointed to the coet of keepinr the natives in clothes,

food, and tobacco, and of maintainino uhe friends and relations

82 : Allen, op,cit.p. 13. ‘ ,
: Cf. A;@anﬁlx on Population and labour. ' : j

83




of the workers. No accurate economic survey of the question,existg, ’
in which the relative efficiencf of white and coloured labour might

be taken into account. But=the old,pre-war type of stockman had

not been an expensive emﬁloyee. His wages rarely cost more

than £120 a year,and his "keep" mainly consisted of a few elementary
items of diet,in which salt_beef and damper figuwred prominently.

For much of the time,stockmep camped out somewhere on the station,
during musters, and, while'they'were at the homestead, the "men's
guarters" seldom offered much in the way of luxury. It was a hard
~life,with few amenities;' Théfe were probably more deaths from

suiCide in'ﬁhis'districtuthan ig most other parts of Western
Australia ; but the great reaper Qas fever, caused,;in the main,

by bad drinking water,.or ?fggsgitted by mosquitoes, It has been ;
stated that,in one year,28 men died at loonkanbah station,of fevess
and certainly, deaths by fever were sufficiently common to cause

no undue commenﬂ in the s§a£i§n journélﬁ of the time., The
Kimberley stockman was a'hgrdy, self-peliant Individual,nurtured

in conditions which made independence and a keen sense of hospitality

that the rise in the price of beef during the war, and the

sirmltaneous shortage of efficient labour, induced many of ths

.84 ¢+ Private information from Mr. George lYawley, one of the = =~ 3f
ovners of Noonkanbah station.
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émallholders to sell out. In the main,the purchasers were aﬁsentee
capitalists. Thusyin 1914,Ben Copley re-invested part of the j
proceeds of the sale of Ord River in buying Brooking Springs %
and Oscar Range from C.C.Blythe. Anna Plains station, where, |
until a few years previously,.the manager had had to sleep on

(85) | ‘
a platform forty feet high,because of hostile natives, was bought :

by the ilacansh estate in 1915 from Birnie and zum Felde. At the

same time, William Naughton, a Riverina pastorglist, made several

purchases north of Hall's Creek, including Alice Downs (forrerly

owned by Ben Cranwell), Frog Hollow (from the estate of Sam >
Mugzleton), and Mabel Downs (owned by Joseph Bridge,who thereupon i
purchased Springvale,in the same neighbourhood). Bob Sexton ..

'sold Texas Downs to one Rawson for £16 OSO, and uauﬁhton nurcb sed 3

this run from its new holder for £32,000 - & hardscme profit for

the middlcman.\86) Similarly, a Sydney firm,F.A.Brodie & Co., f

'bbught up\Kelly and Seﬁton's Bedford Downs, Ton Ccle's C wrolle,

and Gordon King's Idamvro, thrce snall runs to the west of the ;
Hall's Creek-Turkey Creck road..:These were sold in 1917,2s one run,
‘Bedford Downs, to the Quilty Brothers for £34,000 -- a price of

almost £5 per head of stock estiméted to be running on the property,

or over double the rate at which Ord River changed hands three years

(87)

earlier. Horeover,therc was considerable amalgarmtion in the

85 : Allen,op.cit.p. 5.
- 86 : Debates, 1xi, p. 1290. : : S SRR
87 : Letter,Tom Quilty - G.C Bolton, Auguut 16th 1932 in possession .,
of the present writer. RS T
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Leopolds, and in the later settled country around the upper

Fitzroy, until then regarded as "battlers'! country”. Sir

Sidney Kidman turned his attention to this area., In 1916,
he purchased Glenroy from Orchard and Spong, and in 1919 paid

approximately £80,000 to the Blythe brothers for Mount House, E

Fairfield, and a small run at Point Torment, near Derby,lbn
which stock for butchering had been run. Later in the yéar, ‘
Kidman purchased J.A.Game's West Kimberley cattle statiqné, ﬁ
Yeeda and Isdell Downs, for £75,000. He did not take over Game's
Myroodah,as he was not interested in sheep. Another £75,000 was
paid for a half-share in Macdonald's property of Fossil Downs,
to which was added Peter Pianta s small run at Lansdowne.(gg)
The latter was no doubt purchased in consequence of Kidman's = - 'i
experienée of the competition which some smallholders provide ‘
in mustering unbranded stock.

East Kimberley provided a more attractive avenue
of investment than Wegt Kimberley, where tbe,rapid increase in

- cattle numbers haed been abruptly checked by the onset of tick

fever around 1916~17 The barrier between West and East himbarWOy

had by then ceased to have any effect,as many cattle ran in the

unfenced country along the Margaret and upper Fitzroy. The spread

of the pest was tnevitable. Although redwater fever was noted
"""" at Derby in 1916,‘1t“was=not until:1917'that‘the herds along = -

- the Fitzroy valley vere baaly infected. Losses were extremely

88 : letter to the writer from Walter>Kidman, July 11th,1952.




heavy, as the fever spread faster than it had in the sparser

stocked East Kimberley of the late 'nineties. Within two years,

the estimated number of cattle in West Kimberley fell from 408,366

to 308,194. Within the same period (1917-1919), calving figures

~ fell from 54,035 to 25,785. At Gogo alone, branding fell

from 18,000 in 1917 to 12,000 in 1918 and 8,000 in 1919, The

(89)

malady caused many breeding cows to abort. For a while,

a local transport crisis ocgurred,asithe tick plague put an end

to the picturesque bullock teams which had been used to haul

stores. Donkeys and mules were used for replacements,at first

(90)

.

. commanding wvery high prices. Although the first motor cars

had appearéd in Kimberley in 1913,the year in which McKenzié and
Robertson managed the journey from Derby. to Wyndham via the
Tanari goldfields,the roads were in no state for the commercial
use of motor transport.

In East Kimberley,on the contrary,with the

‘approaching completion of the Wyndham Meatworks, and with the

daily,the marketing position seemed assnred,and it is not
surprising that the large lessees th;oughout.gimberley desired

to keep control of their landé. To this end,they adopted a very

Cfc Mlen,OPQCito p.“A. )
Cf. Quanbun journals, October 25th,1917.

-
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simple expedient. The pioneerévwere the Union Cold Storggé Company,
The lands they had porchased in East Kimberley stood in the names
of several individuwals, On the face of it,the old Ord River and
Sturt Creek had beccme divided amongst several independent smalle-
holders,including Samuel Vestey, A.G.de L.Arnold, a Sydney lawyer
who handled Vesteys! business, C.W.D.Conacher, the mamager of the
Darwin meatworkers, D.D.Jones, an insurance broker, and others,
All these smallholders entrusted the administration of their
property tc the Australiaﬁ Investment Agency, which had been set
up in 1915 to manage the Union Cold Storage Company's Australian
interests.(91) After Samuel Vestey made over his holding in 1919
to H.E.Powsll, there was nothing in the title of the leases to

' indicate‘any’éonnection'bétwéen these properties, dsave their
common adninistration by the Australian Investment Agency. Bui,in
the Kimberley District,they were invariebly referred to as
"Vesteys'". Similarlj Emaruels! holdings were divided into
several stations, each just under one million ascres in extent.
Each was administered by a compeny,the shareholders of which were
mémbers of the Emanuel family and a former sleeping partner of
Sydney. The Kimberley Pastoral Company made over half its lands
tp the Imlugui Pastoral Company, whose shareholders were almost
identical. In short, although a polite legal fiction stated that
there were now no stations of over one million acreé in area,

control by the large pastoral firms remained as widespread as-

. Note the Sydney Directory

1915-19.
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before,

Very nearly all these large firms possessed outside
interests. Thus the McLaftys, the Roées; and the Duracks all held
properties in the South-West ; the Macdonalds and the Naughtons
were landowners in-the Eastern States, Ben Copley had invested
in the automobile industry of Perth, whilst J.A.Gaﬁe,D.J.Doherty,
and Isadore Emamuel had considerable interests in the British
financial world., It was becoming increasingly apparent that
the limitation of holdings to an area of one million acres was
not having the slightest.effect-oh the growth‘of,abseptégvcompany
control,btut there was no indication that the State Governnent,

- since May 1919 under the control of James Mitchell, intended to
” interVSre.. Iate in the 1919 session, ‘however, action was - -~ -
precipitated by the Fon. J.J.Holmes. During the consideration
in the legislative Council.of a'completely innocuogs anendnment,
to the Land Act about the conditional purchase system, he moved,
as an additional amendmenti--(92)
- 1(q) After the commencement of this Act,no registered

company,cither local or foreign, shall be entitled to beconme &
""" -lessee of a rashtoral lease under Part 10 6f the Prvnc1pal Act.

n(2) After the 31st December,1921, no such company
shall be entitled to hold a pestoral lease under this part of
the act; Provided always nevertheless that this section shall
‘not apply :

{a) to any such company which was registered prior to !
or held a pastoral lease or leasés on the 28th of February,1917,.
. and a shareholder therein shall be deemed to be beneficilally
interested only to the extent of any acreage propprtionate to b
his interest in the share capital of the company, 4

VDebates _lxi, p. 2004 (et seq.)
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(b) to any such company which has declared its refusal to
accept a new lease under Clause 30 of the land Act Amendment
Act,1917."

The effect of this améndment would have bteen to meke away
with the titles of all the "mushroom? companies which had been formed
since the passage of the Act of 1917, expressly to circumvent the
provision against any one interest holding over one million acres.
The spirit,as well as the letter, of the legislation limiting the
size of holdings would have influenced the future development of
the Kimberley pastoral industr&."The administration of the necessary
‘capital investment in the district would have been in the hands of

smallholders,with a greater reliance on the banks,but with a more

intimate relationship between owners and workers than was apparent

one flaw in Eolmes's amendment,as then phrased,vhich the Hon.J.W.Kirwan
pointed out, It would prsvent'the future formation even of bena fide
conpanies baving no connection with the.multible leaseholders égainst
whom the amendment was designed,  As an amendment to the amendnent,

Kirwan moved that prevision should be left for the Executive Council

warranted such permission. This move was defeated by nine votes to
seventeen, The division on Holtmes's amendment showed a tie 3 tuelve
members, including Holmes, Miles, and the Labour Party faveured it,
‘end -tvelve, including Wittenoom, Hamersley, and Edwin Rose, all
interested in Kimberley investments, opposed it. The Chairman

(Hon, Walter Kingsmill) gave his casting vote with the MAyes".
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| Since it was the last night of the Parliamentary session,
this amendment was promptly referred back to the legislative
Assembly. Mitchell moved disagreement with the Council's motion,
He expressed pained surprise that the Upper House should have
sprung this "i]l-conceived” and unexpected proposal on the |
Gowvermment, It would not be fair to the companies to proceed
against them at such shoft noticey "we damage security", séid
Mitchell. He hoped the House might trust him to bring down
a measure dealing with the metier in the next session. (1t
never was,althoﬁgh he diafsﬁoﬁéor a motion prohibiting ény
lessee from holdiné ﬁoré fhéﬁ one million aéres.énywhere in
the whole of Western Australia. But this did nothing to break
the systen of,dummying.)  Even the Labour Party hesitated to.
ally itself with this radicél erovosal from such an unlikely
source &s the Legislative.Councii. One of its private members,

3.ll.Rocke,moved an amendment on Holmes's clause which merely

~called for povwer for the lMinister of Lands to refuse applications

for leases, and to request statutory declarations from comapnies.

This modification was readily accepted by the Assembly. It was

referred back to the Cduncii;whiéhbaééehtéd By‘fiftéén:vbtés to

seven,Holmes and Miles being mumbered among the recalcitrant
(93)

minority.

93 : Ibid. p. 2056,2064.
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In this way,the State Government determined the pattern of
the future development of the Kimberley pastoral industry. The
smaller leaseholders, with their greater dependence on established
markets, and their smaller reserves of credit, were to yield
precedence to the greater cqmpanies, with their connections in
Great Britain or the Eastern States, which might% provide befter
facilities for the development of theiryproperties and the
provision of markets., The hope underlying Mltchell‘s‘encouragement
of the bigger firms must have been that they could and would spend
more money in the development of the district,and build up the
pastoral industry in e way ﬁhiéh Qould be bqund the resources
of the smaller pastoralists. It is easy to be wise after tﬁe
______ eveng,gnd_champ;qn_the smallholde* ; but,at the time,the decision
to permit the contimuation of the control of‘mlllléné‘of éérés‘ﬁy‘
interlocking companies was condoned by all political parties,who
had combined to defest Holmes's move in & contrary direction.

The marketing position favoured the encouragement of
British canitalisﬁs. Thélabahdohwent‘ because of wartime noliciea,vf

of the Phillppines trade had been rnade pnrmancnt, in ordor tbat |

the Wyndham Meatworks might be assured of a sufficient-supply'of- »
stock from East Kimberley. From evidence submitted before the

Select Committee of 1921,it would appear that at first the State

Government's 1ntention had been to supply the metropolitan market -t;

wlih chilled beef. Partly becauge pf public p ejudice agalnst
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the State ships with equipment for refrigeration,the idea was

abandoned. Inséead,late in 1918,the prospective manager of the

ot

meatworks,L.J.McGhie,called a small conference of producers and

experts,who concluded that the metropolitan market should be

supplied from Derby and points south,leaving Wyndham to be

regarded purelybas an export,proposition.(94)
Thus the differentiation between East Kimberley and

West Kimberley persisted. In West Kimberley,the cattle industry

was to be governed by the ruling priée of livestock in the metro-
politan market,for the better supply of which the State Shipping
Service had been organised. Fast Kimberley's prosperity was to
be tied to the British markgt. Apart from the smnll trade from

" Broome and Derby to Java and Singapore, the Asiatic ocutlets were:.

not to be cultivated,although their ports were closer to the
Kimberley District,and the competition for their trade far less
keen than that amonzst exporiers te Britain, Since the East

Kimberley outrut was to go to the Britich market,there existed

opportunities for the British,meat firms who had holdings in the

ensure & supply of good quality beef for consumption by the ;
British public. The Briﬁish moat firms,beingbgood businessmen,
could only be expected to develop a source of ;upply in Australiai?
‘if good quality cattle for freezing were not available pearer | ;gi

“home, - And these there were in abundance,in Canada and the

94 : Votes and Proceedings,1921-2,No. A2:esp, Questions 290-291. ?i



to the British market, instead, the cattlenen, both large end

Apgentine. Furthermore, Vesteys' misfortunes in Darwin seemed an

object lesson against Australian investment. After three seasons,
in which seventy thousand cattle were treated, Vesteys' meatworks
in Darwin had clesed down, partly because of the shortage of shipping;
but also because of the high cost of operations. The latter'includedi
an acute labour problem,and a high wages bill,as a result of the
hectic series of incidents which centred around unionist opposition
to the Gilruth Administration in Darwin,and the riots of 1919-20.
Vesteys! name was implicated widely in the subsequent investigations
which probed these specfaéﬁléf doings.(gs) |

The regﬁlt.ﬁés thﬁt Vestéysf and the Bovril
intercsts, and possibly other intending investors, concentrated
on the Argentine, which, in any case, Wwas a close:vsqurqevof ;upply.
1t may be doubted,under these circunstances,whether it was
reasonable for Sir James Mitchgll‘s Cabinet to expect that the
British capitalists would éttempt great developmental projects

in the remote Antipodes. Ey cormitting Bast Kimberley's output

small, had been exposed to foreign competitors, who held nore

4o prosper enough to encourage the financial institutions to

»

95 : Cormonwealth Farliamentary Papers, 1920-21, vol. iii.,
T pp. 16353-1688. (Report of lr. Justice Buwing).
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advance credit for developmental pufposes. Instead,financial
difficulties would encourage both absentee and resident owners
to aveid expenditure on their stations 3 to employ cheap
rative labour, rather than white stockmen ; to neglect the
improvement of their herds ; and to postpone or abandon the
construction of better homesteads, fences, and improved .
watering facilitieé.

Other factors, too, retarded the development
of the whole Kimberley“pastéral'industry. Conditions wers
still hard. Absentee owners preferred to spend their profits
in enterérises outside thé.distfict,instead of returning to

the land the wealth the land gave, There was conservatism

....................

in station managerent. Govermments with 1ittle knowledge

or insight into the district's raquirements made costly
errors in its adminisiration. All this had to be compensated
for by the recuperative power of the frontages, and the
consistency of the summer rainfall. In these-two factors,

Kimberley pastoralists reposed a& trust which, as it happened,
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CHAPTER FOUR.
RECESSION.
(1920-1935)
And the children of Isreel.....took the spoil of all their
flocks and all their herds and all their goods.

‘=-- HNumbers, xxxi, 9.

In viewing the.Kimberley pastoral industry,it is
difficult to say at exactly what date tho recession set in, One
estimate might place the ﬁﬁrhihg;point at 1914,vwhen the great
Fitzroy flood smashed the West Kimberley sheep industry, and
vhen the First World War called away the majority of the

“““““ é%nériénée@ éﬁoékﬁén'lﬁ.tﬁe’éiétficﬁ vaérhépé é‘mér; ii&él&. -
date would be 1917, when the tick got into West Kirberley, and
when East Kimberley was tied to the»ovgrseas market., 4 further
contributory factor was undoubtedly the ebgsence of improvements

on the runs, and the failure of those owners who had capital

to advance from the free-and-easy methoda of the old fopen
""" range',; which could only be practist with cdmplete-success
with 2 supply of experienced labour, 4This feilure to progress
is usually held to have been due to the insecurity of the

marketing position. While West Kimberley was fortunate in

h“V1ng the metropolitan market, East Kimberley experienced

several oerlods of uncertainty, which must have contrlbuted
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26, Then goeth he, and taketh to him seven other spirits
“more wicked than himself ; and they enter in and dwell there :
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to the reluctance of owners to méke those improvements which:
would have proved of benefit in later years,

Yet, from the inflated prices at which station
properties were selling towards the end of the war period,it
is plein that intending investors made light of these diffi-
culties., Indeed,their vefy readiness to pay enormous prices
neant that there was less capital available for the development
of improvements,although over-capitalisation,and hence further

indebtedness to the banking institutions, resulted from this

© tendency. In attempting to exorcise the influence of the

Covleys and the Emanuels on the industry, the Scaddan Government

had only left the way clear for outside capitalists, suchh as the

Vesteys and Kidman, with whom the Kimberleys were but a nminor
part of their widespread investirents;so that the last state of
the FKimberleys wes worse than the first(l) It followed that

the best country was in the hands of the large interests, and

that 1t was very difficult for any smallholder o establish

hinmself in the settled districts. ‘hen the ex-servicemen came

1 : Cf. Iuke,xi,24:26.
24. When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he
wallketh through dry places seeking rest; and,finding none, he

saith, I will return unto my house whence I came out.
25. And when he cometh,he findeth it swept and

and the last state of that man is worse than the first.




T T 2 T S |
L L T |

back from the First World War,those of them who expected té find
in the Kimberleys "a land fit for heroes to live in" had 1little
cause for optimism. Already forty million acres were under
occupation,tied up in leaseholds until 1948,and for the most j
part the only country in which a man of small meansg might hope

to prosper was already occupied by one or other of the big
companies, This forty million acres 3ay in a great stretch

of land shaped like a sickle,with the tip at Wyndham,with the
blade sweeping through the,O:d and Fiﬁzroy watersheds,and with
the handle extending south from Derby to Anna Plains, Outside
lay rcor and remote couﬁtry, which e&en the tough "battlerst
had left untouched. On %hese outskirts, a few ex-servicensn
.were to attenpl to found new stations,and thus extend the

arca of settlement,

. - The Rehabilitation Department arranzed for

several men to receive training in the cattle industry on

the aborigingl station at Moola Pulla. Of these,Black and
~Gliddon formed a run &t }buntjAm@erst, vest of Hall's Creek,

in a pocket of land left unsettled bﬁcause of the tick

‘rerulatlons Store cattle purchased from F.C. Booty of Lamboo
cost them £4 por heads ) At the edge of the desert, Weaber
and Trenoweth formed the rather ironically named Beaudesert,

to the south of Ruby Plains,which had recently been taken up

: D.H.W. 507/25 : of. Lamboo journals, April-lay,1920.




by Darcy brothers and Oliver from the exgcutors of Robert Bﬁtton,
East Kimberley's pioneer station manager. To the south, where
Sturt Creek emptied itself about once every four years into
Gregory's Salt Sea, Robert Falconer took up one million acres
at Billiluna, West of Wyndham, in & former aboriginal reserve,
south of the Forrest River Mission; F.W.Hay and L.R.Overhen
settled at MNulla Nulla,

Even members of the ILegislative Assembly,down
in Perth, were led to enquire whether newchums were being sent
into‘wild country where the nativesAwe;é still uncertain. Time
was to prove their questions warranted.(B) Buﬁ the Governmént
did not shere these misgivings. To them,the problems of the
. Kimberleys were comprehended in one question -- the fate of.
the Wyndhan HMeatworks, Thése wvere proving a Qontinual source
of expense. Like Vesteys',the State Government had found the
capital cost of erecting meatworks in the North far excecded
original estimotes. From the 5155,150 sugzested by Nevanas,
the cost of construction had risen, by the completion of the
WOfks, to £723,C00. Indeed,when the bill to suthorise its
‘méiﬁfeﬁaﬁcelgé‘a sfdté ffa&iﬁg Eoﬁgéfn'wéé befbrb tﬁe.Légiélaﬁiﬁev
Council,Sir Edward Wittenoom prophesised that,as a government
concern, the scheme was “dqomed te failure", and added : "I hope

soon to hear that the Goévernment has been able to transfer

'3 : Debates, lxiii, p;71354..:




this responsibility to someone elsefs shoulders™, and even
J.J.Holmes speculated on the relative efficiency of private,
as contrasted to Government,vmanagement.(4) M.P.Dufack,
since 1917 member for the district in the Assembly?thbught
that the works should be taken over by local pastofalists
on a co-operative basis.

The megtworks commenced operations at é particularly
inauspicious time, It is impossible to study the story Qf the
early difficulties of the Wyndham MEgtworks without speculating

.on how different the position might have been if the Moore

Government had built them when they were first mooted, when

the cost of construction would have been much lower, and when

to £ind & regular market. As it was,in the early ‘'twenties,
the gew meatvworks had to make its way into oversess markets
in.the face of almost over?helmingly strong opposition,‘and,
as a result, pastoralists received_such meagre returns %hat'
" all development was discouraged, and the district“syggnated.
,,,,,, Only Vest Kimberley, benefiﬁipg'from‘?hg ?g?ﬁe? prices in the
Perth market,‘and from the'céntinued prosperity of the sheep
industry, remained in somewh&t better condition than the rest
of the district, until new difficulties came at the close of ,é

the decade. . R L

©In its first two years of operation, 1919 and 1920,@

I




the Wyndham Meatworks failed to please any section of the -

% ‘ community. To the pasto:alists, its prices qf 20s.-258. ,
% per 100 lbs. weight,seemed inadeguate besideAthe 458, obtain-
able at Townsville in Queenslard, The average return per
beast was £7/1/1"in 1919 and £7/5/5 in 1920,and it may be
noted that these prices fdr delivery at Wyndham were cpnsider—
ably higher than anything most of therpasto;alists fgcgived
before the war -- or, fqb that matter, at any time inﬂthg;
subsequent twenty years. 'Inadequate shorage space, and thev
shortage of suitable shipping limited the kill, and this vas
‘a more legitimate source of grievance to the squatters. In 1919,
conly 9,281 were treated, though in 1920 the number doubled
I o 18,455, Glven adoquate storage specs, the meager astimated |
that he could treat BO,QOQ,ca:cases»annually, and he had
employed an architec§ to.feport upcnxthqipqssible cpgt gf
supplying such space,(s) But the Government were concerned
to note that,in its first two years of operation,the meatworks
incurred a loss'tofalliﬁg'£1§5}387. Thié_ﬁag,in sqmﬂvdégree,
- due to high working costs, ineviteble to:some extent because -
of the tropical conditions in vhich the work had to be carried
out, To the parliamentarians from the North, the high wages

paid to the meatworkers were the cause of concern, and it was

5 : Votes and Proceedings,1°21-2 No. 4yprovides a complete ,
account of the problems of this periocd. : .



L
o > s s, B
[ . L L L L S S .

suggested that a saving could be effected by having the men work

from April to September aﬁ Wyndham, and ffcm September to April

at a new meatworks at Carnarvon.(é)
Indeed,the lébpur guestion was.one pf sonme delicaéy.
This,more than any other factor, was said to be resppnsibla for
Vesteys' decision to quit Darwin, and the Perth politicians
anxiously scanned the North for signs of similar tendencies at
Wyndham, There can be no doubt that,withvthg pqmpletion ofuﬁhe
meatworka, and with the retu:n of exrse;vicemen,Atha‘fqllbwigg”'
of the Labour Party spread in Kimberley. Thus,in 1917,M.P.Durack,
the most prominent cattleman in the digtrict,hga been untroubled
to win the legislative Assembly seat on the Nationalist ticket.
vvvvvvv HQ had secured hore than twice as many votes as his three opponents
combined, although two ﬁe?é éa?fying‘Léb§ﬁr‘c§ioﬁré; ‘Thévéléqfioﬁ S
was conducted in & fai:ly amiggble vein 3 when Duraqk found one of
the defeated Labour candldates strandsd penniless in Derby, he
immediately advanced him hisrfare honme ?o Wyndhgm.(7>v In 792@,
when the Farmers' and Settlers® Associatiqn changed its name to
the Pfiﬁar& Produceré' Assoéiaﬁibn, and enlargediitstlatform
' éccordingly,’Durack and E;H;Angelo,M.L.A5;£pr Gaéccyne, bad - -
transferred allegiance to the Country Party, and, es e member of :

this party, Durack was challenged in Mﬁrch 1921 by a Labour

candidate, @ornish, and an indepandent uith a policy of land

: Debates, 1xi, p. 1423 : Ixii, p. 293;-2 o
7 : Durack,M.P. : Diaries, October 16thp1917 : cf. Appendix XI.




,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

reform, Willessee, each of whom exchanged preferences.’ At this

election, Wyndham, Hall's Creek, and Fitazroy Crossing returngd‘

substantial Labour majoritieé, whilst Derby‘gnd the sﬁrrounding

district favoured Willessee; Had not the ahtiQLabour stronghold
of Broome voted solidly for Durack, who was eventually returned

with an ebsolute majorify §f fifteen votes, the swing left ﬁould
have become more obvious to the Nationalist‘governmont'ax Perth,
and steps may have been taken to counter it by the provision of
" more public works, or a change in the land policy. '

The increasing influence of Labour and the AQW.U.‘
is attributable to the land questiog to no inconsiderable extent.
Hitherto,in the Kimberleys,a station worker had peen able to

' Sélécﬁ'a.rﬁﬁ,vnbtvioé fér'ffdm;ﬂﬁéléofﬁs”féf ﬁtéféfablélwérkiné,“
with hopes of becoming a presperous statign—owner. wa’all the
accessible land was teken, and,rby the Land Act‘cf 1917, Qelivered
into the hands of the big caéit&lists. _It is noicoincidengg that,

from that time on, & swing to Labour developed in Kimberley, noxr

that Kimberley's Labour leaders should win votes by denouncing

Vegteys' and "the London‘Jew,Izgy Emanuel?.(g) A class of resident -

smallholders would not have voted so readily for Iabour ; but, in

the absence of such a class, the absénfee Iandlord‘bedams identified

8 : Cf. phrase employed by Hon.A.A.M.Coverley : Debates,126,p.560.
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in the minds of the voters with the parties of tuwn and country
capital. The vote for Iabour was,to some considerable extent,
the protest of men resentful that all the good land on which

a smallholder might prosper should be parcelled out among the
absentees. In supporting the claims of the smallholders,Labour

argued that they would develop the land more intensively and less

wastefully than the absentees'?) It may be nobed that all
develophental schemes are subject to the influence of £h8>é£ate i%%
of the capital market,and that it would probably have been harder .vff
for the smallholder to obtain adequate credit than for the larger |
owner., | |

Trade unionism in the Kimberleys was never as
militant as the N.AM.U. in Darwln. A lumpers' stiike in 1921

temporarily dislocated supplies to the hinterland of Wyndham 3 .19

and when,in the same year,A.W.U. vorkers demanded a wage increase

from 3/6 to 5/- per hour,it was inferred that this con’tr:ébu%ed
- {10
to the failure of the Wyndhanm Meatworks to open for 1921. The

stoppage waﬂ,however,principélly caused by the lack of shiopingv  3

gpace, and by the decision of the Premier, Sir James Mitchell,

- to keep the works closed, and thus incur a loss 9f £75,OOQ;rgther'
than run them at a loss of twice as muéﬁ. (The eV°ntual deficit’
on the year was £140,000,s0 the economy was slight ) The B

decision not to operate was left so late that som@ owners already

: Cf. "Nort!-West Echo®,November 2o~th,1923. NP "
10 : Debates, lxiv, p. 208 : but note also p. 769, and Mc&hie‘s
tribute to the workers,Vbtes ‘and’ Proceedings,1921-2,Az,q.375. b




- Wyndhan Freezing Works and the State Shipping Se;vice."(11)

 uas the greatest difficulty of the Wyndham Meatworks., & glub

Competition was formidable. The Vestey intere#ts_were

'+he Peninsuler and Orient Lihe, and(his“aéééciateé; }eGhi

had cattle on the road before the announcement was madeé 

although some compensation was offered in the form of advances i

on later deliveries,the cattlemen of East Kimberley wepe left
with no marketing outlethat all during‘the 1921 geasoNe.

The situation was eztensiveli canvassed in the
parliamentary session of 1921, but it was left to'thehpersistu
ent J.J.Holmes to movelsuccessfully‘for the apppintmept of
a select comnittes of tbe Iegislgtive Council "to gnquire
into and report on the wérking and administ:gtiQnAoflﬁhe ‘

The main witness examined,the manager of the meatworks

(12)

(Leslie‘J. McGhie) produced some interesting evidence.

Lebour and employment relations, he said, were extremely good,

and caused no problem. The profitable marketing of the meat

had arisen in Britain during 1921, ard prices of beef and

by-products,such as hides and tallow,had fallen sharply.

devoting themselves to the development of Argentine beef,

hich was brovght to Britain by their Blue Star-hipping
line, and sold by their.éhain of retail businesses. The .

Queensland meat works were owned by Lbrd’inchcape, head of

11 : Votes and Proceedings,1921-2,H0.42. See also. Debates,
1xv,ppe. 1112,1200, and Ixvi, 2610,2720 and 2767." : ;
12 : Ibid. Minutes of Evidence 3 Questions 168-492,796~-870. |

i
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considered that interests sugh as these»contrql}ed'the London
market and had manipulated it in grder;tq squeeze out competi-
tion, and that the sole hope for the Wyndham product would
lie in the negotiation of an ggreement with the Comnonwealth -
Shipping Line for the convejance of Kimberley frozen beef to
England and Europe,and the negqtiation of an official agree-
ment with the British Government. |
Unfortunately,twq barriers lay in the vay of
such a course. The Commonwealth Government was irked by the
competition of the State ships,and its co-operation was
problematical, lore important,tha British Government,in the

belief that the world was still egaer to exchange its raw

to the 0ld Liberal ideal of free trade, and wounld have nothing

of Imperial preferehce. fhe éloser proximity of Scuﬁh América
to Great Britain enabled the adoption of the chilling process
in preserving Argentine‘bégf. Consumers preferred chilled

meat to the frozen product. The latter was,however, less

the lower-incone clasées.rrHerQ the Qompetition of the big
combines,with control of both shipping lines and the meat

industry, may have provided opposition for Australign,beef. 4
‘Tt has sometimes been argued thgtrthe quality of Wyndham bsef i

‘may have provoked unfavourable comparison with the South _




American product. It is said that, because of the rough
conditions under which Kimberley cattlg vere worked, ?ha
quality of their beef would be tougher. It‘iswcertgin ‘that
the trek to the meatworks along inadequate stoékrroutés caused
wastage, sometimes amounting to half a hundredweight, gspegially
in view of the growing shortage of experienced drovers. This
factor can be over-stressed. Perth consumersnhave;egpen_
Kimberley beef for many years, and the quality has_n@ve:vbaqn
so: poor as to give rise to an urgent demand that beef should
be raised exclusively in the South-West,or othgriregignglgear
‘the ﬁérketing centre, Houever,there‘is no arguing tgsﬁaé,'

The Select Committee fourd thét because of
the depressed state of the overseas meat market, and ﬁhe
| o épﬁéaitioﬁ.of fﬁe“céﬁbinéé,éii.fﬁtﬁfe‘obérﬁtiéné étlﬁyﬁdhém‘ B
would run at a loss of apprnximately £150,000 a year. Canning
had already been abandbned;.énﬁ Such‘of the caﬁtlebthﬁtbwerev>
unfit for slaughter would have to be sacrificed for tallow

and fertiliser. In such'ad#erse conditions,the committee

comittee, vent further and urged ?that the Government should
attempt to lease or dispose of the uorﬁs as goon &g posslble.

To this the Labour mMmbers of the cormittee dissenied. The }

report was adopted by the Leglslative Gouncil. Hevertheless, iy

the meatworks re-opened in 1922, “because of prospects of
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improved prices in the United Kingdom;“(13) Had it remained
closed,the East Kimberley squatters may not have obtained ,
shipping to market their cattle for some time, and a protracted

period without sales might have froved ruinous to soms of them.

The other sectién of the Select Commitﬁée’s-énéﬁiry,

that dealing with the State Shipping Service,was mainly concerned

with the internal administration of this body, and conclusiﬁely

demonstrated that:\ 1% S -

"Although the officers of the service have beon |

assiduous and energetic as regards their duties, the control by

Ministers has been anything but satisfactory, From the inception
of the service, there has been manifested procrastination,
indecision, and a measure of incapacity which has largely
militated against successful working, and this, if continued,

_cannot fail to bring about but one result....Business enterprises
cannot succeed when the management is subordinated to polities,

where the control is such that promptness and decision are almost
impossible,and where there is 1ackigg’¢ontinyity of p§licy.”

-~ The evil effects of leitical'contrcl chiefly»mgnifés@gd then-

selves in failure %o take advantage of Qppgrtnnities to d@spose

~of the antiquated ships ?it? yhichrthe seﬁvice_badqummenced -

o

operations, and to replace them with new 0i1~fue; vessels. This

and in the delivery:qf ngdérgﬁﬁ:suppligg tq_the‘porﬁg’gg;thg,,'
North-West. With the burning pf}ﬁhé ”KW133533H1?333¢EQP??~19?0!

the number of State shipS'onrthe pprﬁh-west_run was reduced to .

"Jest Australian®,March 26th,1922.
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two, augmented by the "Bambra",on loan.£;0g>the Commonwealth
Government, This did not make for eff;cieﬁt service to the
ports of North, and added to the difficulties and grievances

of settlers in these areas. Sﬁoftagés of essent@allgoods,such
as flour,vwere préne to occur when too long an interval separated
the calls of the State shipé.(1$? - ‘

It was at this juncture that the first harbinger
of new conditions in Kimberley enxegéd the field of transport.
In 1921,Major Norman Brearly, assisted by a youngrlieutenant
‘named Charles Kingsford Smith, secured a £25,000 subsidy from
the Commonwealth Goverrnment for the inauguration of an air mail
service from Geraldton to Broome and Derby, the flrst of its

- kih& invﬁuétfélia;.The.éefviée.wéé éoﬁheﬁcédvig'thé DeéémﬁefA A
of that year, and despite serious mishaps in its early days,
soon bécame well established, délthough the risk of forced
landings added a savour of adventure to_journays.(16) Overnight
stops were made at Onslow and Broome, and paésengers were taken
from Derby to Geraldbon at a cost of £20. In addition, a profit-
‘able sideline was made fronm jgy—rides., The importance of this .
development lay in the fact:that the air service made.for closer
contact betueen station managers'#ndrthgi: Perthﬂofficgs.vﬁﬂbt

only could detailed instructions be céﬁ#eyed quickiy by letter,

"Jest Australian®, F'ebrnary 13th, 1922- ,,,,,
"Nor'-Hest Echo®, December 6th and 20th, 1921.
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and small parts of machinery,urgently reqﬁ;red be sent by air
freight, but also the more enterprising owners could now make
quick journeys to visit their properties and take & personal
interest in development.

Other amenities were also beiﬁg gréduglly introduced
into the Kimberleys. The queéﬁion of medical‘facilifées had long
been one of the greatest drawbacks to settlement in the district.
Although the Government had established hospitgls at Broone,

Derby and Wyndham; and subsidised resident doctors, these medical
men Were not always the besi‘in fheir profession. Sdme,it‘isil
said, were too fond of the bottle, though this is by no meanms
true of all. Inland,there were no facilitieé. hen Dave Edgar
was working at Gogo station;and had ‘his foot teken off bya - - - f
crocodile, he made a poultice of damper as & temporary measure,
and rode 217 miles to Derby for medical attention. For worse
injuries,the position was more serious. In 1917,one of the
Darcy brothers was thrown from his horse and received severse

abdominal injuries., Brought to Hall Creek over primitive

bush tracks Darcy vas in a corndition calling for imre&istb

operation., This was perfcrmed without an anasesthetic, by the

“local poatmaster,F.W.Tuckett,working from instructions telegraphed

to him by Dr.J.J.Eolland,in Perth. Meanwhile,Darcy's two brothers

i
1

rode back from Wyndham,where they had been delivering cattle =~ . i

250 miles on horseback,with one;break,,a‘jon:ney.whighwtqpk thenm

little more than a day ard a h&lf The doctor. immediately




. ]
proceeded to Hallas Creek, a twelve-day journey even by

express steamer and car, but arrived t9o late to avert the
result of complications. This incident brought home to
Perth people some notion of the hardships of life in, the
North., Indirectly,it led to the State Governmgnt‘helping to
subsidise the establbshment of an Australian Inland Mission
hospital in the old Miners! Institute building‘at‘Hall’g
Creek. Money was also donated by local‘residentg, and ﬁwg
mirses appointed., In the thirty_ygars whicb followed, this
hospital has played é ﬁogt impdrtant part in the life of the
aistrict. 1) - o

Hevertheless, despite the advances towards an

unlikely to attract many new settlers. The use of native

- and half-caste labour was the only resort,especially for

17 ¢+ Information from Dr.
TR Y ER 1. ) 3

amall station-owners who had neithe: the conditions nor the

wages offering to attract white stockmen. Thus one well-

who had been in the district thirty years or more. Too old

to modernise their methods of station husbgpd:y!‘thcir pnly

rut in improvements, which would have made for efficient

J.¥.Holland,and the Australian
a Va1 - ) ‘ o

2l e
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running, and enabled them to meet the problems caused by low
export prices. In many cases, an innate distrust of "book-
work'" had led them into too great a reliance bn advances from
the banks, and their financial position was far from sound,
Before censuring the Kimberley pastoralists of
that period for their neglect and apathy in planning for the‘
future of the district,we must remember that deVelopméntél
projects were hemmed about ﬁith difficulties,some of which
might have been alle&iated by sympathetic congideration from
the State and Federal Govérhments. Thus salthough for many
? | years the value of thé ﬁniﬁdén" country had been talked about,
i no attempt was made to provide artificial watering points
.because of the cost of fridghts,and the consequent expense
of deep boring. ’Apart from attempts to provide tenks in
the baclk country,an-unsatisfactory expedient which had been
tried on lount Anderson and Liveringa, in the Weat Kimberley
sheep country, no station. seriously went'in for opening up

new watering p01nts until 1920-1923. It must be allowed

period, worked a boring plant on their properties in East
Kimberley and the adjacent parts of the Territory. This

involved considerable expense, as freight costs from Hyndham i

vere at least 30 per ton by camel or donkey te&m. Difficulties

were sonmetimes experlenced through errors on the part of the




manufacturers of bore equipment. Owing to the distances
involved,it took months before any fault in supply could
be rectified.(18)/ Neither the State nor the Commomrealth
Govermment granted_any'rébate or subsidy on this enterprise,
and the prohibitive costs borne by Vesteys' may have deterred é
less weadthy pastoralists from following thgirfgxgmple.

0f course,the State Government wag not entirely
mindless of the welfaréfbf the North. In April 1920, Eal
Colebatch one of the ablest of the Mitchell Minis try,had
returned from a quiqk“%éur of the»Nbrth,and advocated the

formation of a sevarate department for‘the North—ﬁest. This

liative Affairs, was appeinted, whilst a Comniszsioner for

the Horth-iest, resident_in Broome, wag found in Gzoffrey

Drae~Brockman, As a qualified en ryhe was expected

to be aole to answer the ever-present com p}aintg from
Broone and Derby and.ﬁhé §;bér ccustal ports asz to the |
S neplected ;ta‘n’df'thel‘ jetties and other public works. (19)
mhere is little ev1dence that the Govermment vas naking

any concerted cffort to rehab;liﬁate the pagtoral induatry, '

the mainstay of the Klmabrleys. Ingﬁead,thulr 1nﬁr est

18 + Vesteys' lmprov ments are noted in the Adninistrator
of the Northern Territory's Reporis, 1920 and 1922.
19 : "Hbr'-west Echo®,lovember 29th,1921.
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was centred around the possibilities ofrtropical ggriculture,and
in particular cotton—growing.(zo) The emphasis on altefﬁativa
forms of primary production probably arcse from the apparent
decline of the pastoral industry. With the dgcline in stock
mumbers, the unsatisfactory:markeﬁing position, and the
increase of the wallaby_prbblem on the frontages,Asheep and
cattle were no longer such an attractive proposition.f During
the early 'twenties,insect pests vere on thé’increase; Tick
was by now established in West Kimberley,although the cattle
there were fairly well immunised aftcr several _seasons, and
losses from reduater fever_were_on_the decr@ée. But another
iﬁsect, the buffalo fly,_encourageé.by the wet seasons of 1922
and 1923, had establisﬁed iﬁsélf iﬁ the couniry between Hall's
ccastal lands around ObaWOcma. This pest,accerding to P.D.Hutton,:
owner of Leopold Downs, cahsed an average loss of 57 pounds
‘weight in catﬁla marketed.(21)
- In 1921, W.R. Easton was sent up to explore the
coastal coun+ry between Derby and Wyndham,and to report upen

Knowsley agricultural area outside:Derby was sub-divided,

'20 : For a historical account of the work of the Dmpartment of
- the North-West, D.N.W. file 491/23. The files of this
Department are preserved in the Archives at Perth (A, 251).v 3

....... 21 ¢ "Western Mail® 'Janmry 31517:1924' A
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23 ¢ Ibid. : Cf. Debates,lxi,pp. 1198-1200, 1453-1469.

2, : Publication No. 3 of the Department of the North-West. (1922).
25 : "Nort-West Echo", March 17th,1923. !
26 : D.NLW. 491/1923.

kat Mulla Nulla, west of Wyndham,uho secured encouraging results (23)
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and a group settlement of twelve men sent up thgrpwicottqn there

during the wet season of 1922-23. After a fairly promising begin- 4
ning, the crop failed. Expérté disagreed as to whether the soil :%
had been unsuitable, insect pests responsible, or the workers | b
1nexperlenced.(22) Meanwhile, experimental plots had been | h
established at Violet Valley, an Aborigines' Departmsnt out-
station in East Kimberley, at the Fbrreot River mission, and, _ ” %
under H. E.Thurkle, at the Presbyterian mission at Pbrt George Iv. ;
Private squatters to experlrent with cotton included G@orge

Oslington of Frazier Downs, near la Gran«e, and Hay and Overheu,

(24)
Meanwhile,after the presentation of Easton's report, the establish~ i

ment'ofva'pbft'at'Napiér'deome'Bay Qas'mboféd;"*ohn‘Th6m$6n‘I‘L A,
applied for a concession to establish anothgr group‘settlement -
they were the vogue then —-.fc.grow gctton,tobacco,sugar and other
tropical products in "this magnificeat land".(zs) Fortunately,the
scheme was never carried'thrdﬁgh._ Yet another private settlement

wvas attempted by a group Cf'six,led by Jcsiah Sawdon,at Udialla

on the Fitzroy.(z_) After the failure of his attempt to grow = v;
cotton,the block wes transfe:red_to‘an_old‘Kimberley identity,

Darcy Ryder, who had more success in grouing fresh vegetables for

D.N.W. 607/1922 : 1067/1922 : 1104/1922 : 62/1923.
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28 : Debates, 1xvi, p. 304s R N
29 : Ibid. pp. 1198-1200 : 1453—1469 B )
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the Derby market. Another to grovw vege;ables‘gith great success

by irrigation was Arthq; Ga;de?er,ﬂthg puplicgn at g;tgroy'Croséingt
whose garden was a sthp;ace_in ths distr;cﬁ fp; manyAyears.(27) ;
The appointment of the Gommissionsr fob tﬁe North- 1
West, and the new experimental enterprisas fostered under his |
aegis, seems to have given nev 1ife to the idea of a separate
administration for the Nbrth During the Addresquin-Reply of 1922,
M.P.Durack advised the formation of advisory committees_from each
of the four districts of the Nbrth-Uest to work with the |
Comm1831oner. These committees should consist of the 1ocal ,
Reszdent Magistrate, chairman of the road bo&vd, and two dolegates
nominated by the Governme nt, working in conjunction with the
local member for Parliamenn.(gg) ....................
advocate of separatiqn,but favou;ed the formation of & separate
North-West adminisﬁzativa-body vhdder the State Government -
a sort of impgziggmig;imggzig. I@ was with some idea of
furthering this move that,rlater in the session, he moved for

8 return of all assets, revemus, and expenditure for the areca

of the State north of 260 N. (29) Durack was & membor of the

Hew State movement ; and here was a 1ocal oppgrtunity for its

And still is. (1953)




" return for his district as well.-,When Durack's motion'was puat to

-an occasionalrstocx—killlng. ‘This activity vas blared by sonme -

- squatters on the influence of the nissions, in-developing a ‘taste -

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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rractical application. The immediate reaction was not favourable.

Sir James Mitchell opposed the motion because of the expense and ?

difficulty involved in compilinp such a return, while the Labour
leaders, Gollier and Angwin, were mildly derisive of the idea of

a new province. But the members fron the North,of all political

colours, sunported the mation, and indeed James Willcock, the ﬁ

Labour member for Geraldton, moved an amendment requesting a separate;

a division, thpserrepresentigé Rbrthern constituencies voted solidlyb
in its favour, but it was lost by a:ma?gin of foﬁr_votes. This put.
a guietus to»the move for a'pew p:ovince,Athough it might validly‘
have been argueq that the prébiems édnfronting the North could not
be efficiently and sympathetically adninistered from Perth, and =~
that the creation of a separate province within the state of
Western Austrelia would have eliminated the_under-populaﬁed‘northern
"rotten boroughs® from the State Parliament.

Another feature cf the new Dapartment @f the Norih-
Wegt had been its reopongibillty for the adninistration of the 3

aboriginal question in the Worth, This still provided problens.,

Although most of the aborigineé’had come in and ?sat dowm" either
at a station homestead, or a missibn, or cne of the Govérﬁment

rbserves, there were stl.l ‘nonad tribes uho were responsible for |

for beef in the blackfellows,without putting them tc useful work,
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Thus the manager of Glenroy,in the Leopo}ds,blamed depradations |

on "Moola Bulla graduates“(Boz while in the near neighbourhood

of Wyndham, it was claimed:thgt4th§ natives from the Forrest
River Mission worked a certain‘rqun§ on their stock=killing |
forays. Leo Overhegw,of Nﬁ}la Nulla,complained thus:(BT)

: * "They would come in and send a message that they ;
wanted work. I would give them work. They would work for about |
three days until they knew it would take only zbout tw more -
days to finish the job. Then they would go avay. I would be
two days in finishing the work,and then I would discover that
they had killed cattle at Nooroo and along the Durack River.

A1l the tracks would lead across the Durack and follow up the
Pentecost., Sometimes they would go to Speewa station,due south
of us; sometimes they would cposs néur the head of the tide of
the Pentecost, and pass by Cockburn. They would kill cattle as

- they went along. They would kill cattle along the King River,
and go to Carlton station,more to the cast,and meke sure that
they could kill quietly. Then they would go down the Ord River,
cross the gulf on logs,or in a dirghy near Adolphws Island,and
proceed to the mission.”

In the cutlying districts,a men could not always be

sure that his life was ;qfe frcm‘the tlacks. Down in the south,
along the Sturt C:eek,_Jose*h Qonirgn and Timothy Sullivan,with
sixty horses and ﬁwenﬁy»twa camels,were overlanding seven hundred
head of cattle to stock up thg'hewlynfognded Billiluna run,when

they were mnrdered'by a semi~-civilised native, Owing to the
at that time managing Sturt Creek for Vesteys', o posse of
police and civilians was soon on the tracks of the mirderer and

: Royal Gommission,192$;ﬁiﬁutes of Evidence,q. 1258,
.t Royal Cémmission,1927,ﬂinutes of Evidence,q; 1854
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that the offender was killed by the police in effecting aﬁ , i
arrest.“(32) |
The men who tried to start stations on the outlying
fringes_of settlement must hgve possessed great resources of
optimism,with suchvhaz;;ds ﬁorﬁEet. There was not even the
solace of a good market. Even the British War Office refused
a Wyndham tender for tha supply of beef for the troops,in
favour of South Anerican competition.(BB) As from 1923,however,
the Wyndham meatworks obtained a regular contract with the
Belgian army for the supply of mgat for canning as bully beef
for the conscripts,and for ééme gears this abesorbed mgpﬁ of
the export from Hyndham.(Bé)V But the return to the grower who
sent his.catile to the meatworks was consistently low,averaging ..é
£3/5/- per head in the years 1923 to 1925. It was no matter for
surprise that the larger owners in the district reacted to these

conditions by re-entering the livestock shipping trade to

Fremantle. Connor,Doherty & Durack had contemplated this

by ship to Fremantle,where they averaged the comparatively

princely sum of £20 per head, It may be notcd ;n pessing that," ,

32 : Ibid. Question 2792. Mr. Barry's account is somewhat differer
"lestern Mail", March 28th,1924. '
e Appenddx K.




. Wyndham Jetty to facilita%e this trade, and to allow cattle ]
unsuitable for the metropolitan market to be shipped over-
seas, the responsible Minister refused to authorise public
works which might allow competition with the lMeatworks,until
overruled by Sir JameSVMitchell.)(Bs)

The success of this enterprise encouraged.
the other blg firms in the district, Vesteys', and Connor,
Doherty & Durack, to fqllow Rosewood's example., West
Kimberley could not supply its‘normal quota of bullocks,

- because the ravaces of fipk feverifonr or five years earlier
meant that comparatively few of the calves of 1919 and 1920
survived to become‘marketablé bullecks by 1%24. In the
the metropolitan market a total of 1,893 cattle, which were
sold for botween £13 and £18. Even after deducting freight,
this gave a better return than marketing stock at the meat-
works, and so, in 1925, the three firms sent down 4,332 head.

- In that year,the kill at the Wyndham meatworks, which, in 1923

may have been the resulf_of the abnormally bad seasonal

conditions of the year before, but the Western Australian

Government evidently felt that the competition of the shipping -




© Emanucl brothers ard Streeter & Male. Other private lines

 and‘Eremanﬁle. Since the'withdrawal of the Adelaide Steamship

‘Darwin, although the Blue Funnel Line, trading with lalaya, .

crevs at under award rates, and was designed to prevent the

in respect to the North-dest uould benefit them, both by

L L

trade was having an adverse effect. Connor,Doherty & Durack - @
and Holmes & Kilfoyle were known to have‘purchased stock
from the smaller owners. An attempt to counter this tendency

by encouraging Hest Ilmberley owners to Shlp stock to the

g g S

Wyndham Meatworks failed becaﬁse the returns were insufficientlyg
encou;aging.(36) Finally,orders were issued that vessels in E
the State Shipping Service were not to carry livestock from

Wyndham.

s RO s

This effectively grippled the trade between Wyndham

Service from northern routes,during the war,the State line

had enjoyed a monopoly of the coastal trade to Wyndham and
51111 called at Broone and Derby and carried cattle for

were discouraged from competing by the Havigation Act of 1912,

which forbade ships engaged in the coastal trade to engage

use of undér-paid coloured crews, To somg of the Kimberley
p&StOT&iiSﬁa;it'SééW;d'ﬁhéﬁ.£hiu leQiélatiéﬁ Qaé nbw being.
used to protect the monopoly of the S ate ships. héy algo
felt that "'blaqkf bpaﬁs_¢eagt'ch§§pgr frgights?, and that

the.temporary.or permanent suspension.of.the Eavivation Act .;a

36 : Hor'-West Echo, July 28th,1923.
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cheapening freight rates, and by allowing East Kimberley squatters !

to participate in the more 1p§rative Fremantle markets. Needless to

say,the Government did not entertain these propdsals. In point of
fact,it appears that the State Shipping Service vas providing lower
freights than any private line wbrked by white labour might have, )
and that its main defects arose from heavy-handed Ministerial control;z
which manifested itself in the failure of successive governments to E
equip the service with adequate and suitﬁble ships,
The coléurgdilabour question vas also an issue in

internal Kimberley politics. The pearling town of Broome, which

depended for its prosperity on Asiatic labowr, was inclined to look

askance at the Labour Party's vigorous defence of the White Australia :

the pastoral workers inland feared that,te overcome the shortage
of labour on the stations,‘éwnérs would try to get permission to
bring in indentured Asiatic_lgbour, and, for that reason, supported
Labour. The suspicion that;MfP;Du:ack favoured indentured colowred

labour may have lqst hivaOtgs in 1921. But, in 19?4, Durack

Labour Party thereupon nominated Arthur Augustus Michael ("Bob!)
Coverley, an affable young mah{wh@ had served at the var, and |
had held jobs at Wyndham as a postal official and a barman. The
Nationalists showed a fatal ;§9k,°fn5?;i§?ritY5 béing'split'by ‘ l' -

regional interests. The official party‘nob;nee ﬁaé G.J.Féléy, vho

had no Kimberley affiliations, but who had just lost his seat in
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the Federal Parliament_in the service ofrhisrparty; and needed
alternative employment. Hoﬁgver,Brogﬁe_but up a well-lmoun mgster
pearler, Captain A.C.Gregéry;ras an unendé#sed‘ﬁationalist;‘and
some of the West Kimberley squatters supported a veteran small-
holder,¥.J .Chalners,on & similar ticket. Their example was
followed by a Hall's Creek ggh mamed Brown. As a result of all
this competition, when the votes were counted, it was found that,
although, on the primriés, the Nationalist vote substantially

exceeded the Labour vote, there was an"unusually large léakage of

preferences as,one bty one,Brown, Chalmers and CGregory were:

eliminated. ‘Coverley finished up ﬁith a majority of 109 votes
over Foley, and, to the gurprige of most cf the district,‘was

declared elected. It is worth notlnﬁ that he had polled an absolute

rajority in the districts outside Broome, and that kalf the
remeining voles in these areas were secured by Chalmers,e smell
pastoralist, This is indiéétiva of the swing towards Labour in
the Kimberley pastoral industry, and illustrates the folly of

the Nationalists in treating a northern seat as a "pockst

borough" for a city candidate, instead of selecting a local man

with a knovledﬂe of the diutrict’ﬂ rcquirement" (37 )

But the year 1924 was merorable in Kimberley annals

not for its election so much as for its drought.(Ba) Uith the

Appendix XI : "Western }Mail¥,April 19th,1924. ..
The three most significant elections in the history of

- Kimberley tock place in 1905,1924 and 1953, all years of
great drought. There is no ascertainable connection )
betizeen the two events. . - =

37
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possible exception of tﬁe“2890-92 drought, this year was

the driest hitherto kmown. Apart from the country within

a hundred-mile radius of Wyndham, and for a very small patch
of the West Kimberley:sheep‘country, no station in the
district received even so much as half its normal anmual
rainfall., The worst affected area was the coastal country

between Derby (4.39") and la Grange (2.20"), although some of

the marginal country settled after the war by ex-servicemen

ran this unenviable record pretiy close ; on Beaudesert,only

~one natural watering point survived the drought. "Enormous"
i stock losses were repo:ﬁgd;(ln West Kimberley, one-quarter
i of the distriét‘s 160;060 shecp wére lost in 1924, and one~
; T third of the calves. &East Kimberley,surprisingly,recorded -
the second highest calving_on record (56,000); but many of
the calves included in this tally must have perished after
~ branding. !any waterholes previcusly thought to be permanent
dried ﬁé, and the stock were forced on Yo a small number of
“““ vatering-points around which the accessible feed was soon

eaten out, In many cases,the heavy concentration of stock

on a waterhole ove# a péfiqd of years had led to erosion,and
interfered with the runof?f bf‘rainwater, as‘well as producing
a tendency to silt,

vvvvvv : : - If the dfcught resulted:in-heavyrlosses,it.uas' R
not entirely without i#sfbenefits.l‘In HYest Kigberley, it -

helped to kill off meny of the dingos and the wallabiese
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These had reached plggue proportions,apd yere”fgyﬁhering.the
devastation of the frontages. In one yéar{be?ween‘Januény
and October, 32,000 of these animals were shot on Mount i
Anderson, which, by Kinmberley standards,was a small run of
about 150,000 acres.(37)1t must have been at this time that
the adage, still current, arose that "a Fitzroy run carries
ten kangaroos to everj Shéep". Under these circﬁmstances,it
is no surprise that the overseas owners of Kimberley sheep
stations were selling out.. In 1922,%he Emanuel interests had
sold Hoonkanbeh for £19,000 to a syndicate of six Western
é Australians. AThese.gere Aiaxander Wat;on,fo: mahy years
Emanuels' stock manager ; J.G.Kelly,local manager fér Dalgetyst;
----- " J.G.MeInd osh,a wholesale butcher- Hubert Evans: and George = ﬁ
Hawley, accountants, who managed the financial affairs of
the cOmpany.; and C.R.Herbert.' The syndicgte also ecquired
Emanuels?t interest in Jubiiee Dowas and Nerrima, while Watscon,
in conjunction with a pa;tner named Webstgr, purchased liyrcodah

fronm J.A.Gane, Another.transaction.involved the sale of .

Emanuels’ old cattle depot of Lower Liveringa to G C.Roue,

who continued to run ca?tle there, as a second string to

sheep. Iost of the Fitzroy sheepmasters believed that the
deterioration of the frontages would necessitate a change

- to cattle before many years. wae%er, the drought again

37 s Royal Comi351on, 928 Minutes of Evidence, Q. 1185.
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turned attention to the "pindan",and its posgible prov1sion with

artificial watering points,to curb the ruin of the river flats.
Although,in the Murchis on,there had been sub-artesian boring for
some twenty years, this method of watering ‘back country had never
previously been adoptéd in Wésﬁ Kimberley. The credit of initiat—é
ing this type of improvement is usually given to Robort Lukis,thené
the manager of Noonkanbah,backed by Alexander Watson. Lukis,a i
Furchison man,drew up & conprehensive scheme of develoﬁment
through the proviéion of artificial watering points, vhich was
put into practice by him, and.the gucceeding manager, Bill Henwood|
'Altpough neighbouring stations were at first'éceptical about the
success of this scheme, the results convinced them before many
AAAAAAAA years, and they proceeded fo'fol lov suit.

In the years foilowﬂnﬁ the 1924 drought the

stations in West Kimberley were thus enabled to effect a few

much-needed improvements. Wool prices were still good, reaching

25d. in 1924, ond the cattle market gave adeguate, if not over-

generous, prices. In East Kimberley,few grovers were actuvally

, operating at a loss, but their préfits were insufficient to

,,,,,,,,,,, (38) |
" “The change to a Labour

government had not rosthed in any vperceptible increase in -

the amount of asgistance given by the State, Presumably

because it had originated with the Mitchell Government, the

office of Commissioner of the ﬁbrth-west vag abolished in 1926

by Colller, Drake-Brockman beina returned to the Public Works

_-m-_;’n&f_‘ie.e_&nmdix_a&_end_of chapter,
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Department as Engineer_for the Nbrth-Wésﬁ. In its later years,
the Department had beeﬁ under.criticism from“an ephemeral West
Kimberley Frogress Association(ng Public opinion in;thé ports;
which acted as distributing centres for the pastoral indusiry,
was indifferent,if not hpstile,ﬁo Drake-Brockman's policy of
fostering alternative primary industries. They were not intereste
in anything except sheep and cattle. In11926,the Collier
Government sub-divided 140 blpcks»near wyndbam,but there were
no takers, despite the supervision of an expert in tropical
agriculture (F.J.S.Wise) and of Adrien Dégreissis, brought - out
of retirement for the purpose. The best returns fron cotton-
growing, indeed, had been secured by private enterprise.
In 1925,at Mulla Fulla station,fay and Overhew grev a plantation
of 34 acres of BEryptian cotton, which gave them a return of
some fifteen toné. The gstéblishmént‘of this crop had been
materially asgicted by the use of éboriginal lzbour.
Unfoftuhﬁﬁeiy,'these sane aborigines, m st of
vhom vame from tho»resérVe'attaChed.to the Forrést River

‘1dsgsion, were believed by Hay and Cverhou to.be responsible

for spearing numerocus cattle,gspecially in the wel season when
hunting was impeded. The cost of these depradations was
estimated at beitween 34,090 an§‘£5,QQO, gnﬁ_?glations between
‘the partners and the matives were steadily deteriorating.

33% 1 DN WL gl 48¢/24
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add was later found dead with a shovel-nosed spear in his body. |
The murderer was apparentlyrone Lumbia, having speared Hay while
the latter was beating him with a stockwhiprfor being implicated
in the cattle-killing. Accompanied by Cverheu,and by Daniel

Marnane, a Commonwealth scientist who was in the district under-

s oo g

taking research on the buffalo fly, a posse'of police and civilians
vent out after the murderer. What follored then has never been

definitely established,but the subsequent repercussions were

S e R o

spectacular. In Wyndham,ruﬁours began to qirqulatg from mouth
to mouth that several natives had.ﬁeen shot by members of the
-~ police party. The local scrgeant of pollce,'ho had not accompanied |
the posse, made enguiries to‘ﬁ:ace_these rumours to their source,
but could find nothing deflnite~ Upeople uould.nqt'ga;kﬁ. | .t" o
AAAAA oﬁe‘ﬁaﬁ,iﬁelsﬁﬁefzﬁieﬁdenﬁ of the Forrest River (Rev. Ernest
Gribble) was not satisfied. Gribble, a herd-working,obstinate,.
actless map,was_not porpular with th nzighbouring squatters and
townspeople,but neverthele s nmade extensive onqulrles, and reported %
his conclusions to ths local Inapector of Abo rigines. For the
rest of the year,‘wyndham was subjected to visits by police -
-officers from Broome and Porth,probine the acti'luies of the

posse. Charred human remains»were discovared along the routs

taken by the police pafty, lending colour to the rumpurs that

foul play had occurred. In January 1927 the Premler (Hone. f
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the wrong,énd that the Royal Cqmmissioner vas in the role of an

Philip Collier) appointed G.T.qud, a magistrate with considerablé
experience of Northern conditions,as a‘RoygI“CQmm;ssiqner_to invest-
igate and report on allegations of a massacre of natives by thé
police party.(Bg)

Public sympathy in the district was entirely with.the

posse, right or wrong. A fund was started to provide them with
legal representation,and,during the enquiry,the reticent white ?ﬁ
witnesses were assisted by a Perth lawyer,W.M.Nairn,who had

apparently convinced himself thét Gribble and the blacks were in

opposing counsel,rather than an impértial judgé.. It was not made
easy for Wood to sift the truth, especially as some of the black

witnesses disappeared for the duration of the trial. Somebody had =
given them the impressiqn that they were going to be hanged, and

they made off one night. After_a_lqng,in#olved,and at tinmes hoated
enquiry, YWood reported that aborigines had met their deaths vhile

in the custedy of the police party in June 1926,but that there wes

no conclusive evidencg tq Sh?V gt.whose.hands, ‘?he two constables

vere arrested for mﬁrder,to'the great indignation of the entire

a common demand made for theif;@r;gi by jury in the district.

Further agitation was averted by their acquitt&l by & Perth

39: Votes and Proceedings,1927,No. 3 : Royal Cormission into i
Alleged Killing and Burning of Bodies of Aborigines in East i
Kimberley,and into Police Methods when Effecting Arrests.
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in the Force. (40)
This rather discreditable episode éroused considerable
il1-feeling in the district; but since then,there have bsen no known
cases of whites being killed by hativés or vlce versa. However,public ¢
animosity was so strong that Gribble, and the local Resident Magistrate
who had sided with him,left the district before long. ’It was with the
whole-hearted backing of his constituents that Coverley, in & manner
startllngly reminiscent of Francis Connor rather than a modern Labour
nember,inveighed against the "niggers": (4J) ‘ »
- "1t is for the Government to decide whether settlers of
this calibre are to receive adequate protection to enable them to go
on developing the North-West,or whether we are just to muddle on under
the present stupld system of probtéeting the aborigines to the debri-
rnent of the settlers as a whole. I could cite many more cases of small

men who have been driven out of the country merely as a resuli of |
persecution by the natlves‘ """"""""""""" !

A secondary result of this affalr was to cast the spot-
light of sensation on Danisl Murnane. The appointment of this
‘veterinary surgeon to investigate ﬁhe.stock_diseases of the'Kimberleys
was one of the first signs that the Gommopwealtﬁ Government would
assist in the development of the district. Followinr his researches
into the buffalo fly pest,Murnane was.put to investioatinp the cauge

of the Kimberley horse disease. Locally known as "walkabout", this

disease had been responsible fd? the deaths of many horses,espécially

40 : "Hor'-Uest Echo",June 4th, 11th and 18th,1927 August 13th 1927~
) 41 H Debates, vol,. 76, Pe’ 14-540 S e
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during the rmonths towards the _e_ndrof the p:et se_ason,and its
eradication or contro]T was a serious problemwix‘x '.the pastoral

_ industry,especially in an era when mechan:?.sgtion was not. highly
developed. 4s early as 1886,_(}.0 -Rose had consulted the noted
botanist,Baron von Mueller,as to its origin,vhich von lMueller
attributed to the Darling pea .plaz':t.(z'z Later investigations
confirmed the theory of a plapf origin,although many old stockmen
diagnosed worms. HMurnane sﬁspe;cted whitewood. He obtained five
‘horses sand fed them on a diet of which white&good wvas the main
ingredient. Every horse aied,and 'he_considered his ddagnosis
confirmed. If now seens :tha{; V'his. invedtigg;tions were not
thorough enocugh. T‘Zan:y; managers could have testified that horses

had died in paddocks from which white wood was entirely absent,or,

conversely,l';ad contimied to thrive in places where whitewood
was present.(‘/'*?’)

Murnane's visit was noi the only sign of tentative
interest on the part of the Cqmonwealtth Goverrment. The parlous
‘condition of the beef cattle industiry,not iny in the Kimberleys,
but throughout Austral..ia,.hsi.d: géradﬁaily “fo:ce,a itself ﬁnder the |

notice of the I’ederal autborities. Continued years of poor :

export prices were bringing about a ctisis in the indusiry.

Royal Cormission,1928 : Mimltes of Evidence, Questions
43 3 Ibid, Questions 223-7 656~6,90o«-11,1080—5 1142 ot al.

42
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In 1926, the Commonwealth Pa;ligmgnt‘passgd an act dividing the -
Horthern Territory igto two provinces, Horth and Central Australia, ‘ Q
divided at 20° South. At the same time, the Federal Government

offered to tgke over control of the\portion of Hestern Australia 4
north of 26°. This scheme was rejected by the Collier Government

as too»vague and indefinite, but, in subsequent debates, the members
for the lorth showed interest in the suggestiocn that the Kimberley
District should be handed over, perhaps on.a tempdrary basis, to the
Commonwealth. The Hon. J.M. Drew, Collief's,Colonial Secretary,
admitted that the distrigt‘“requires:such qn‘expenditure of money to

(44)

develop it as the State cannot possibly find." The Legisiative
Council passed a suggestion that the Commonwedlth should administer
" Western Australia north of 200,'which'might be added 46 florth -
Australia; but the advice was not acted upon. Kimberley Labour
circles vere not enthusiastic about an arrangement which might
subordinate their branches of the A.W.U. to the indepcndent and
radical lorth Australian Workers! Union, centred at Darwin.
Eegotiationsvcogtinued-arcund tho,proposallto annex
Kimberley to Ho:th_Australiaf .It>ﬁgs:hop@d that the development
of the combined province mighﬁ be ﬁ%dcrtakén on a large scale by
a company of British capitalisté, and thisvppgsibility was

investigated by a Western Australian member of the Federal Cabinet,

4—4 H Deb&tGS,VOl. 75’p. 3008. Cf. VOl. 71{4’pp. 332-3 H VOlo 75’p. 3008 ‘:
et seq. ' o o R T
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Sir Georgb Pearce. Meanvhile,the Collier government seems to have

been galvanlwed into malntaining 1ts own nlans for the advancement

of the district. A4t ‘an election address in Boulder,in February 1927, ,

Collier made reference to the provision of & nev ship for the State
Shipping Service. This was the “Koolindaﬁ,still in action on the
Horth-West run. He also foreshadowed plans for the systematic
assistance of smallholders'(45)

A "The Government has decided to make prov1sion for
the gradual conversion of the cattle stations from the West
Kimberleys south to the Murchison into sheep runs. To enable
this to be done permission would be sought to extend the operation
of the Agricultural Bank to include thege motoral areas,and a2 sun
would be provided for each holdlng deened suitable for sheep .
raising. Advances would cover the purchase of sheep, fencing,
and water supplies.®

Such promises may have assisted the easy return of Coverley in
Kimberley, by a.larbe magorlty over Arthur Male and Patrick Percy,
a pearling master, Unfortunately,the scheme was not put into
practice. Further to assist the smallholder,hovever,the Wyndham
Heatworks, although operating at a continued loss, hed entered
the stud business, and in 1926-7 had imported over seventy bulls
to assist uiﬁh herd imprpvémeﬁt, The bulls vere to be sold on

terms, payment being made overrsix Jearg. The Tesponse among t

pauﬁorallgts vas tba revnrse of enthugiﬁs*ic, and it took: over

eighteen months to dispose of the animls, The squatters,stubborn

individualists to 2 man, pre*er*ed to chooqs th Ar own bulls rather

‘than have thenm °e]ected for them by the Governnent,» eaardless of

the fact that many had iptroduceé no f*eﬂh blood into thelr herds

for years. The aboriginal station &% Moola Bulla, which sold

i

45: “lor'-lest Echo", February 26th,1927,
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stud bulls at £30, and herd bulls at £1Q, epjoyed a little‘more
success, apparently because squatters feltlﬁhat tﬁéy could 3
exercise more freedom of choice, but their logic is not 6bvious.(46)
It must be observed that, with fencing at £24’a mile, tﬁe |
smallholders were not encouiaged to build paddoéks'in which
stud bulls could run withqut the competition ofythe wild cleanskin
"mickeys". The impressiog existed,ne§?rtheles$, that)ap&thy was
mainly responsible for the failure of’the gqpatters té také
a&vantage'of the scheme.(47) _ 3 |

If the State GoVérnment coﬁld not develoﬁ the country
through smallholders, the Federal Government vas entitled to
i test the large capitalists. In March 1928,5ir George Peabce

conferred with Sir Charles Nathan and M.P.Durack about the

prospects of uniting North Australia and the Kimberleys, and
atiracting a chartered conpany to gttgmpt the development of
this combined province. It,wéé concluded that an area of not
less than 20,000,000 acres would be :equirei to attract an

investor, preferably in the hinterland of Wyndham, from which

f """ Land might be secured from most of the lessees, and if Vesteys!
were not prepared to come ihto the schemé, Sir George Pearce

indicated that the Commonwealth could impose taxatioﬁ of such

46

..

Royal Commission,1928 : Questions 454-460 : 877-880 + . . -
1386-1390 ¢ and 1408-9.° . . BRI
47 : Debates, vol. 79,p. 403 o
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a ﬁature that it would not prove to the advantage of th;se
standing out.(48)
The problem was to find their capitalist, It was:
known that Tilden Smith,the "pioneer" of the Brockman country
was as ready as ever to hawk a Kimberley proposition; but Sir
George suggested that Nathan and Durack should go to London to
ascertgin vhat would induce a capitalist to invest in the Ord
valley. Durack thought that the Govermment should specify some
definite terms which they could offer capitalists,but the Bruce
Government,mindful of & coming election,were not to be comi{at'ed.
Eventually,Nathan went alone, Meanwhile,in the three mainb

beef-producing States, Qﬁeéﬁsland, Western Austraiia, and HNorth

Australia, Royal Commissions were appeinted to conduct fact- - = .

finding surveys into the beef industry, each commission to
consist of three men well experienced in the catile industry.
The Commissioners for Western Australia were the chairman,

Michael Patrick Durack ; Walter McKenzie Grant,who had been

~ the first owner in the State to experiment with Zebu-Shorthora

cross-breds; and Aubrey John McGlew, of McGlew,lMonger & Co,,vho

............. (49) .
handled the affairs of nearly all the stations in West Kimberley. |

This Royal Cormission was noteworthy not only for

48 ¢ For an account of these discussions, Durack M.P. : Diaries,

December 18th,1926, and March 20th to April 10th,1928. . =

49 3 Government Gazette,April 24th,1928. (Terms of appointment). ¢




T L L A

its recommendations, but also for the valuable minutes of
evidence appended to its rgport,which provide é‘comprehensive
deseription of the cattle country and its problems in 1928.(50)
Its survey of the Kimberleys'began with the hinteflapd of o
Wyndham,where the larger capitalists were entrenched, VIndeed,
the firstrevidence taken was from the manager of Carlibn,near
Wyndhan, the coastalAdepot of,Bovri; Australisn Estates, whose
main property was Victoria River Downs (N.T.) ‘This fi:m‘héd
attémpted to ?uild_up a livestock market, but could notrgef
sﬁipping to Fremantle, vhiisﬁ_waétage in stock had frustrated
an attempt ﬁo Euild up the Mﬁnila:t:ade in f9?7,§hén 4,800 head
vere shipped experimentally ffom/wyndham. Bovril were still
outlets produced no greaﬁ enthusiasm about putting in improvements,
and, elthough, by 1928, the manager had succeeded in obtaining
pernission to start boring and fencing, the Bovril propertles
bad & local name for upder-improvement at this tinme,
| The other ﬁig.Epglishvcgmpany, Vesteysf, had more

to show to justify their tenure. Their witnesses, the veteran

Cockburn-Campbell, attested to the Commlssion that they had

put down eighteen bores in Western Australia, and thirteen in i

50 : Votes and Proceodings, 1928, llo. 14 : Royal Cormission to -
Inquire into the Meat: Industry in Western Australia (118 pp.)
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the Nbfthern Territory. Such progress would have been‘mo:e note-
worthy if it had not been spread over aﬁ‘area of ten miliion acres,.
It is a little difficult to realise the zjeggon which prompted these
English companies to hold suéh a vast area of territory. Admittedly;
this meant that stcck_could bé shifted, ir neééasa;y, fron drought-.
stricken areas to places wher§ rain had fallen.: Bﬁt the tracts
controlled by the Vestey and Bovril organisations vere so immense
that even these firms, with their large reserves of capltal, vere
hot in a position to deve}op Fhem preperly. _No doubt the idea of.
controlling limitlessvtfégts_of the Empire appealed}?ovtha share-
holders in whose name these estates were aamlniﬁtered, tut it
" gave rise to local allegations that the big companies were land-
"""" hungry,“holdinw all'thefavailablesland'so»t t ‘no competitors - - - -
could come in and devel op it, The land Act of 1917, and its
Fedgral counterpart of 1925,'had given them some security of
tenure, and if these wel}—éapitélised organisations had concent-
rated on intensive developmept, instead of_d@ssipating thei:
expenditure on over;large.holdiﬁgs, their record in the North

would have been less open to crlticism. The pollcy of the

Emanuels in West Kimberley, uho disposed of all their interests

except Meda and the Gogo stations, and concentratad on the
development of these, offered a suggestiva p01nter to what é
------- Vesteys' and -the Bovril Estates might have accompl&shed. L

The 1abour situation on thp Véstej and Bovril

stations was influenced by this policy of maintaining enormous
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estates. In conformity with the Land Act of 1917, Vesteys' had
divided the old Copley and Buchanan runs into seven stations,
Ord River, Turner, Nicholsoh, Gordon_quné,‘Flora Valley,vSturf
Creek and Margaret River, and on each of thesé a homestead had
to be maintained. But it has been stated that very often the
resident staff consisted solely of‘theimanager, the cook, and
two or three other_whitg men, all the other ;abour force being
natives and half-castes, who worked without‘payAahd canped out
in the dry river-beds. Onersuspects that tﬁis»practioe was not
“confined to Vesteys!'. Improvéients'such as fencing ana borihg
Agency. They travelled fron statioh to station under direction
from Moray, who was, in féct, responsible for policy decisions

for all stations managed by the Agency. The broad outlines of

|

his instruciions were presumably received from the shareholder

in Bnglend, vho were not influenced by the exigencies of local

conditions. This form.of adginistration was sompwhatl cumbersomg,

expecially in ¥iew of the state of'communiéations at this time,

‘It meant that homestead mapagérs; mostly oldtimers who made
----- better stockmen than organdsers, were not required ito initiate . -1

their own programmes for“developing their particulér station.

Instead, they were subject to pericdical inspection from

a travellingvinspector and bookkeeper, and local opihion

more than "caretakers®. But then,local opinicn was disinelined

?




‘and Ivanhoe, -the Connor,Dcherty 8 Durack holdings; and the poorer

-able", "but even they-stillirequired vast additions in order o

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

to give Vesteys'! a good name. The belief persisted that this firm
was developlng its South American holdings-to the detriment of‘its
Australian interests,which were megely being kept as a reéervg.

It would appear that Vesteys! were responsible for
standardising the wage rates paid to drovers. According to
Cockburn-Campbell, a head drover received £8 per week, and his

assistants £4/5/-. The price for droving by contract was 3/3 per
(51)

head per 100 miles,up to a mob of about 650 boasts. The other
stations supplying the Wyndham meatworks followed suit in paying
the same rates, with promptipg_frpﬁ thg Australian Horkers' Union, ﬁ
to which most of the péstoral workers now belonged. Through
Kidman's Fogsil Downs drovers,who supplied both Wyndhan and Derby,
this award spfead to West Kimberley, where it was adopted by
Emanuels' and most of the other owners. Such agreements appear to -
have been informal but mandatory.

Between the Vestey block and Bovril's Wesbern
Australian holdings lay the "burack country™. In 1928, it wes

divided into Iosewood, the,prdperiy of Holmes & Kilfoyle; Argyle

Dhnham River, which, after some vicissitudes, was in the hands
of J.E.Davidson, tne Uyndham.u?enf‘(énﬁ.bfoihéf-gn;iaw) of the
Duracks. Argyle and Rosewoed ugually command d the beot prices
at the Vyndhan lMeatworks. They wgre perhaps the qnay stations

in the vicinity on vhich improvements were described ag "reason- 1‘

51 : Ibid, Minutes of Evidence, Questions 115-119. -
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. s
enable them to carry stock to their full extent.”(5 ) It is note-

worthy that they were both developed by resident owners. As so
often occurs with neighbouring stations, there was gsome competitive .

rivalry between the employees of the two propérties. But the

general suvervisor of Connor,Doherty & Durack's stations,W.J.C.Jones,
had a story to tell the Cormission which they were to hear from
oldtimers throughout the Kimberleys. In Jones's wor v-(53)

"Je depend upon our black labour,and we find it
dependable. lost of the young men who came here stay only three |
or four months to get a bit of money,after which they want to go !
batk to the cities and the motor cars. I have never seen this
country so devoid of young vhite people as it is to—daj, and year
by year it is getting Worse..cese :

1r, Grant: Could any scheme be devised to attract young |
fellows to the stations? Would they be of much use to the owners
ditness: Tllo. By the time you break them in,they lc_ve
you. If you had two or three young migrants here,you would require
- 1o tell off a-blackfellow to go about. after them,and see that they

did not get lost. Then probably they would burn out your camp,
These young fellows are not worth tucker for tbe first six months,
ka Grant: Would they be of any use after the first

six months?

% ’2 ?:I"Qﬁ" s Ho.

Mre MeGley: Where do they go when they leave you? Back
to the ports?

Witness: Back to the cities mostly. At one time they
used to come up here, get experience on one station, and then let
the next statlon have the benefit of”’ that axperlence. Yow the

lMeGlew would becone accustomed to such laments from veterans of

the salt-beef-and-damper days, themselves scorning amenities,

.52 s+ Ibid, Question 266,
53 ; Ibid., Ruestions 585 588-590.




:::::

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

and réinntant to admit,as Jack Kiifoylg confided to his record
book,that "the white man is more inclined to work by a clock and
on mechanised labour than to follow the humours of cattle and
horses in a hot climate, “(54)

This Jack Kilfoyle was later to become fegarded
asg the most.progreséive‘ownerrin East Kimberley, but, in 1928, he

had only been in charge of the family property for a few yeafs,and

did not receive a visit from the Commission., He was planning

a carefully thought-out improvement policy. He had already done .
avay with the "broncho" method of branding calveg,and vas a
believer in the pollcy of shifting cattle among the various

waters on the property,instead'éf allowing uncontrolled grazing

on favouredAspots,.as.occurre@.an.léss.efficiently.managed.runs. S

Bulls were regularly imported. In addition,filfoyle was gaining
a name for the thorough manner in which branding ms$ers were
conducted on Resewood. Cleanskins were rare in this vicinity.

A larger holder in this area was William HMaughton, controlling

auﬁhton had alreadJ informtd d P. Durack,wlth a frankness raro

in absentee owners,that: (55)

Rosewood Ralnfall Record Book 1881-1940 (on Rosewood station)
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"he didn't known how they were going;it was bad enough to
waste his money on them,but he wasn't going to waste his brains
on them." ~

NHaughton's heart lay in his‘Egétern'States‘posses;ions,particularly
one Murrumbidgee proposition whose valuq;had risen from £40,000
to £200,000 githin a few yearé - progress no Kimberley station |
could report. |
The smallholders had thef? chance to put forward
their,pointfof view when the Royal Commission arrived in Hall's
Creek, Tb the south and west lay country which, beczuse of its
* lighter rainfall or its ruggedness, had failed to attract large-
scale investment. The Wyndham Meatworks was their only outlet,
and although the Belgian arny cortract had helped a small rise
in prices to bring returns to £3/18/- in 1928, this sum was not
- éﬁéugﬁ ‘o‘énéoﬁfage‘&n.oﬁfléy-oﬁ.iinfévéméﬁté ﬁj gréﬁefu;.iﬁefe'. |
vere many complaints about the state of the stock routes, which
vere still inadequately'watered,rand vwhich bfought abouﬁ sufficient
vastage to ceuse a reduction in the margin of profit available to
these outlying stations. Yet a skilful owner-drover,such és

Walter Darcy of Ruby Flains, might still command top prices at

(56)
: thevJyndham»heatworYs‘with-a-msb from the far side of Hall's.Creek..

This would lead one to suspect that the lack of akilled labour :
was a major contributory cause to much of the loss while droving,

Further,despite their complaints, fev station—ouners vere actually

56 : Royal Commission,1928, questions 266 and 849 : Lamboo Journals, -
d3916727)1_‘garg"reneated this fcatuin the_1952»drou§ht“{
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(57)

extrenely meagre.
The station‘furthest out of all was Robert Falcomer's
Billiluna,on Sturt Creek. Well provided withrreliable surféce
waters in the neighbourhoqd of this creek,this property ran five
ﬁhousand'head of cattle,and was breeding one thousand calves
annually, 'The manager praétised gulligg and‘speying,and herd
bulls were introduced from Ebola Bu1la. However,owing to peculiar
problems of its own,the statiQn was not flourishing, though the
run had originally been stocked_with tick-infested cattle from
Leopold Dowms,tick would‘nof survive on Billiluna, and every
attempt to immunise the stock by mild infestation had ‘failecli.

Hence cattle could not be sent to the Wyndhan Lea riks withoub

sustaining hHeavy lésses from infection. ‘Sirce 1925 ,Falconer had - -

been tirelessly petitioning the State Cabinet to re-open the
Canning Stock Route,by putting the nezlccted wells in order,so
that Billiluna cattle might be walked down to the goldfields,
The nearby stations of Sturt Creek, Beaudesert, Ruby Plains and
Lamboo, which were also lightly infested, wmight avail thenselves

of this route, Degplte sympathetic Linlot@rlal consideration,

Falconer had been unsuccesaful, chiefly becausa of the opposition
of the officials of the Stock Department, who believed (without
ever having visited the vicinity of Billiluna) that such cattle

- might introduce tick and pleurc-pneumonia inte the southern

57: Seeappendix at end of chapter.
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agricultural districts. Falconer had several arguments in his

favour. The Canning Stock Route had originslly been created to

provide an outlet for clean stock in a "tick area”, and even ;
assuning that the latent tick-infection had passed undetected in ’%{
the Kimberleys, the long trek south gould provide time for the
disease to show itself,if it existed. Plegro-pneumonia was not .z
known to gxigﬁ south of the Ord Riyer“station,at that date, The;;, ‘f
slowness of the Stock Departﬁénﬁ 1n inspecting conditions in this

areé,and their unqympathetic atﬁitude,_again illustrate the draw-

backs of gttnapting to govern the Kimberleys fronm departmgntal ag

offices in Perth. .
Hest of Hall‘é Cfeek, the smallholders had another
oL grievance.t_Though.almost.equidistant.f:om-the ports-ofrWyndhamlandv ,ié

Derby,they could only avail thenmselves of the Wyndham leatworks.

They were barred from the more remmnerative Derby livestock trade
by the old quarantine barrier between Zast and West Kimberley
at 127°E. Since the tick got into West Kimberley,this line had

been maintained on the pretext that East Kiﬁbe;ley cattle were

also subject to penro-pnewsonia., In supporting this quarantine,

West Kimberley cattlemen tended;to_ignore the fact that pleuro~

pneumonia had only been detected in the morth-east part of the
district,near the Territory bordsr,and_to bhmgmber that the N g
I quarantine line had the effect of limiting the number of stations

which might participate in the fairly lucrative Fremantle trade, .

which was still‘yieldéng mpghEbettegi;pturg;.thgp'the“méatuorks;’Vf e




‘"The Blue Lookout™. INor were some of the Vestey homesteads in
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The smallholdings around Hall's Creek were situated so far from__

a port that droving occupied severallweeks of the dry season evé;y
year, agd all station expenses were higher because of the freighf
charges, These properties were hence not among the best improved,
and the homesteads were bachelor establishments,which might be é
described as "rough and‘ready?. F.C.Booﬁy,élthough a man of
considerable education,who lived in elegance at thé‘Weld Clnb vhile

in Perth,kept no cook at Lamboo,and was known to serve tea in mugs

improvised from baking-soda tins with leather handles. Cox's home-

stead at Louisa Downs had onlyrbne coat of palnt in over twenty:

years,of such a colour that it caused the place to be known as

bettervshape,especially-wherelwhite ants had ‘been at work. The old - |
generation of cattlemen may have despised the conforts of life,but
these conditions played an impbftant part ;n the failure to attract
young msn to work in the pastoral industry.

Past ;ouisa Downs,the Royal Cormission party came into
less rugged terrain. This was Emanuels' country, Margarét Downs,

Cherrabun, and Christmas Greek, otherwiae known as *the Selectlon"

At Margaret Downs,they intervieued the manager,Ted }hllard (58)

Iater to be known as "the grandfather of all the cattle in Kimberley”,:

y
Millard was a Queenslander who had come over in 1921, arnd who was |

applying his Queensland experiehce-td‘the more-ba¢kuard éoﬁditions- : !

on Gogo. Here,backed by the Emanuels' money, well—éinkiﬁg:énd boring

58 : Roval Commission. 1928. Questions 997-1058.



had been undertaken on a fairiy la:gglsca;e to'supplgment‘the
natural waters, and 179 miles qf‘ﬁgnc%ng pa@_been puﬁ_up_sowthaf
paddocks might bevconstru9ted around the watering points. Once
fencing had been put up, stud bulls could be regularly importedg
and from them around one hundred-herd_bulls were bred_annually. é
By 1928,& start was being made with t?e dehq;ning of bullocks,and
the speying of cull cous, .This_ygs_gne‘ofrthe“best-improvgdrruns
in the entire district,and ﬁhe policy of improvement vas gbogingﬂ
returns‘in quieter and morertractablerbeastg,.in bettgr ggnditionﬁ,
returning some of the best pfice$ o§_the Fremantle market. Alﬁhough
the Enmanuel inferésts’poéseéséd plegty»pf‘capitdl; £hey gouid not
have achieved such‘favourablé results,if they had tried to hold
I too vast an area,and if they had not been able to attract good
_Horth of-Fitzroy Q:ossing,cpnditions were not so good.
Foseil Dowma,in which Kidman had a halffshare with Dan Lhcdonali,
wag fortunate in being able uO send stock both to the Derby and

Wyndham marketo, as well as occagional shipmen S Hbrth. Stores

But further north, in the Leopold Ranges, Kidman was faced with

the problem of gotting his money back on the three stations of
Isdell‘Dgwns, lount House,_apd Glenroy, uhich he had purchased

at inflation prices, and which, because of their remoteness, and

paying propositiona. Tick losses had accounted for up‘to half
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the 30,000 cattle on these three runs at the time of purchase and
although breeders had been introduced from Yeeda and Fossil Dowus,
they had not done well The stations had borne the whole cost of
maintenance on Johnston's track, along whlch freights from Derby
were £20 a ton, until in 1927 a landslide blocked it., Under such
discouraging circumstances, Kidman attempted very little'impfovement
work of any description,and instead endeavouréd to reduqe 1qsses
by drawing off as many cattle as possible-for marketing. In 1924,
after removing all stock availaple for Qgstgring,}he had_hanﬁed‘
back Mount House and Fairfield to the Blythe brotBers, and in 1927,
after losing over £16,00Q on Isdell Downs,he gbandoned this station
and overlanded the:remaining'cétﬁlg -- 3,184 head -«‘off the‘run.(sg)
-------------- Lbun%‘Barnett, a neighbop;ing station, the property -
of Ben Copley and Vernon Hamersley, wasg thrown up in 1928, and its
stock transported to the other Copley properiy_gf Brooking Springs,.
near Fitzroy Crossing, wﬁére 17,000 head were managed by Abe Seaton.
This withdrawal fronm the Leopolds of two of the best-capitalised
owners was a sign that this rough;marginal'area,taken up in‘the

optinistic era of prosperous expans ion about 1905, could not oustaln

its owners in more adverse circumstances. OF the pther owners north
of Fitzroy Crossing, Felix Edgar and William Chalmers at Mount Hart,
and P.D.Hutton at leopold Downs were both heav11y morugaged. There

were - also a number of "battlers' runs® alonﬂ the leopolds,

59 : Ibid, question 1202.
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including O'Connor of Mount Leake, O'Leary_of Galuay Valley, Baker
of Mount Ilaptz, TScotty® Sadler of“Tablqland, Eatthews, and Connaughtor
Dn:eachfof thBSe,the‘owner:ran a fgw hundred head of cattle, and
maintained a rough and at times precarious living. They sent small
batches of cattle either to Derby or Wyndham, usualiy doing their
own droving,but occasionally managing to have their little mob
included with the draft of a larger neighbour. There is very little
written record of the lives these men led, although interesting
traditions exist in stories, which, if true, give evidence of a code
- of morality differing somewhat fme city conventions.
The Royal Commission came nowhere near ‘this
district,which was not fit country‘for automobiles., Instead,after

a short detour to inspect the Franev 011 bore,an enterprise into

which M.P.Durack had invested heavily, the three Commissioners passed
through the sheep stations Qf ngpbun;ﬂsonkanbah and Uppef Liveringa.
The latter did not form part of the field for their report,but these
properties were all enjoying a~fair amount of prosperity with wool

prices at between 16d. and 20d. -- in 1927, indeéd Kimberley wool

bfought top‘pfices‘of 23d;(60 The bo*in" plants on Hoonkanbah

- indicated that an answer was at last_being'found>to the erosion of -
the river frontages. This eroéign problem had kept doun sheep
numbers along the Fitzroy,so that in 1998 there vere bnly just

over 150,000 along the valley, where there had been double the

nunber twenty-five years previously. It had led to pessimlom

60 : Nor!'-West Echo, September 24th,1927.
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amongst owners as to the future of sheep in that district,and they g
had hitherto been unwilling to undertake further fencing projects.
It is worth noting that in the country around Hall's Creek,two or
three smallholders, such as F.G.Téylor anﬁ E.R.Ezéy, had achiéved
some success with small flocks of sheep, and there ﬁere now 2,000
sheep in East Kimberley. | N

The wool industiy was not the ﬁmmediate‘concérn of
the pral Commission,and they passed thr§#gh theksheepvcétntry in
where,after supper,they weré ﬁoéﬁifably entertained uith‘pianola
music.(61) This proﬁertﬁ.ués held by the sharcholders of the
Kimberley Pgstoral Company, who'al$5 owned Kalyeeda, which was used
for.fattening.ceuntry..”The.mﬂnager, WilliamADouglas.Mbore,‘had been
assistant-manager of the COrd River étatién during its heyday, the
Copley era, and knew his business thoroughly. _Unlike most of the
other veterans, he succeeded:in encouraging young men from the Scuth
gbout cattle management, The wages paid to these young men were 303.;

per week the first year, 50s. the second, and £3 10s., in the third.

districts at that time was not more than £3. (lManagers at the top

of their profession made between £6.and £7.) _Living‘conditiogs at

61 : Durack,M.P. : Diaries,June 21st,1928.




given three months holiday on full pay. Such attractive terms ff
contrasted with the "salt-beef—and-daggér" regime offered by many %
of the oldtlmers, ard, as a consequence, Lulugui had less trouble t
in staffing. Improvements at that time also included 8ix hundred
miles of fencing, ingluding thrge sidesﬁqf'the station!s boundary,

and ten deep bores on Lulugui and Kalyeedaf(ég)_Mbore's work,like )

that of Ted Millard at Gogo, demonsirated that a good experiencea f
ranager could make a success of a Kimberley cattle station,provided f
that the capitalists behind him had the sense to give him adequate
financial backing.

The Royal Commission visited several statioﬁs within
a siXty—mile radius of Derby,:inclqding‘Lulugui; Mount Anderson,
~ e -mixed sheep~and—cattle properﬁy;runlby George‘RoSe‘and his two =~
sons; Yeeda, managed for Kidman by Wilfrgd Steele; Emanuels! Medaj
and Kimberley Downs, the main property owned by the sons of
M.C.Davies. Their situations made for cheafer freights, and for
little loss in weight while droving cattle to port, but all complain—
ed that the long ship voyage to Fremaatle resulted in bruising end
in losses of betueev fifty and one hundred pqupds‘ngr‘hggd, _Thgy“ )

advocated -~ and in this had the suppqrt of the Royal Commission --

that chilling or freezing works should be establihhed at Derby,or

at least a boiling-down factory for old "pikers". It was noted

‘that,as in the hinterland of wyrdham, motor trucks Were-begi ing- .

to .supersede the old donkey and camel teams for the dellvery of .

62 : Royal Comm1351on,1928 : Questions 1086~1155. AR _h7>71q‘§
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stores, being at once quicker and a little cheaper., Despite the

capricious climate -- the drought of 1924 had been followed by a
Fitzroy flood in January 1926, vhen a thousand Yeeda cattle were
washed out to sea by flood-waters seventeen miles wide -- these
properties were probably the best situated in the Kimberleys,so
far as accessibility to the markets was concerned.

The stations around the port of Broome were not so
well off. For this, there seems ﬁo other cause atiributable than
the inferiority of the coasjmﬂ country, Of the.string of little
stations between King Sound and Broome -- Swan Point ,Cygnet Bay,‘

| Wéedong, Quondong Downs - all had foided up by 1927, most of them

falling into the hands of Stréeter & lale, who had provided them

Beagle Bay mission,and the stock shifted bo the two Streeter & lile
stations, Eill and Rosbuck Flains. These properties were outside
the quarantine line, Thay thus had the choice of three markets --
the Java trade,developed by Male in 1910, and carricd on inter-

mlttently by the firm ever since- the Frcnantle trade, and th

at Neekatharra, in the lower horth-Ueut. These properties ran
Herefordu,which were believed to be lighter than the Shorthorns
favoured elsewhere in the Kimberleys. On the other hand,on Hill,

within the paot feu years, Pprbford bu~¢s ‘had been disposed of,and

Shorthorns substituted. The_resul ant cross was said to be better

adapted to the country, and would go further out from the vatering °|

e e
¥



e s et
5

%o look after him, and very little clothing.," = It was an
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. , (63)
points to feed upon the plains,

South and east of Broome,many of the small stations
founded by pearlers twehty-five years_earlier had gone out of
existence. They had been founded by pearling men as a second
string, a means by which their fleets could be provided with meat,
and at the same time a field of investment separate‘from the
hazardous pearling industry. With the post-war decline of the
pearl market -- a decline accelerated by lack of co-operation
anong -the pearling masters, whose obstreperous individualism
even exceeded that of the squatters -- these small runs,established
as they were on poor coastal country, ceased to paye. Some went |

ocut of business,and others were burdered by enormous mortgages.

giving up cattle in favour of sheep, a move conmpleted by about 1930.
inna Plains, mansged by F.S.Mullen for the Macansh estate, of
Queensland, was able to ship from Port KHedland, and thus savs on
freights, as well as utilising the overland route to the railhead
at HMeekatharra, It was along that diucouraglnﬂ stnatch of co&gt,

the Ninety—Mile Beach, that the ROyal Commissioners encountered the

first Resident Ragistrate of Vyndham, .D. Prlce, livinﬂ 1n wrebched
circumstances, "at 81 years of age,in an old tin hut on the side

of the road, with little or no shelter, and only two old niggers g
(64)

63 : Ibid. Questlono 1666-1780.
6/, : Durack,M.P. Dlaries, Juns 30th, 1928,
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incident illustrative of the ldt which overtook many of the less
successful pioneers of the Kimberley district in old age.
After visiting cattle stations in othef parts of
Western Australia, the Royal Cormission made their report:(és)
"Those persons who invested their capital in (the
industry) when the marketing conditions were favourable, and the
outlook was bright, have now passed into a zone vhere their
capital is in jeopardy and the futurd of the industry gives
thenm cause for the gravest concern,®
To attract capital needed for furthér development, they recommended
the extension of the date of expiry for pastoral leases from 1948
" to 1978, subject to the cancellation of the last 25 years if
1nprovcmentg to full carrying cana01ty were not carried out.
It was believed, with some reascn, that lessees would be more
willing to improve  their properties if-they could be sure of-

security of tenure, and that financial institutions would hav

e}

" d better guarantee for the advancemsnt of loans on cattle ticns.
IMoreover,because of hizgh production costs and adverse marketing
conditions,it was suggested that producers in the Kimberleys might
be exempted from tay“tion “until such time as they hed been

rccouped for all their outlay in making tbe larnd productive, “(66)

and that the cost of necessary imp*ovcmﬁnt should be deducted
fron profits in assessing caxable income. Production costs might

also be reduced by the pravis;on of better marketing facilities,

-including improved stock routes and shipping services, and the .

66 : Ibid. p. viii.

65 Royal Commission,1928,p. Ve (Full report, pp. V.- xxiv.) o :
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conditions. - Stock. routes should be thoroughly reconditioned and .

be discouraged as "not economically sound, wasteful to a degree, |

development of the chilled meat trade. A reduction in Crown
rentalg was also recormended, While this demanded censiderable

outlay by the Government, the Commissioners worked from the

viewpoint that the position of the beef industry was so bad that 3

its rehabilitation was a national responsibility.

Other recommendations listed by the Commission
included the establishment of a research station to investigate
nethods of eradicating the tick and buffalo fly, and the provision
of dipping facilities,so that all travelling stock could be dipped
compulsorily at intervals of not less ihan twenty days. Researéh
might include experimentat;on in the Zebu-Shorthorn cr§ss, and

other Shorthorn crossbreds betier adapted to withstand prevailing

rrovided with nodern water applicnces. The Comming Steck Route,

or an improved-alternativclrouto, should be thrown open, and the
adjacent part of East Kimberley examined with a view to ascertain-
ing its suitability for sheep raising. The guaranitine line between !
East and Vest Kimberley should be irmediately abolished, as serving
no uwseful purpose, tuit, on the contrary, hindering the struggling ,
snallholders west of Hall's Oréel from mrketing their stock
advantageously. Chilliﬁg Qor%s, tbfsupply the metropolitan market, .
should bs erecﬁed at Derbyf The sea carriage of livestock should

and,inhumane.“(67) If it vere continued,the Navigation Act

67 : Ibid. p. xxiii,
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should be amended to permit the free trading of vessels along
the coast of Western Apstralia, for & term of not less than ten
years., This would be particularly useful for the carriage of
store cattle in the off season., |

Many of these suggestions were sound in princip}e,

and their adoption would materially have assisted the industry.
Whatever their imperfections in the eyes of the Govermment, their
framers knew the cattle industry, and the report at least
presented a plan from which the Federal and State Governments
could have formulated blueprints for a system of future develqp—
ment. Circumstances did not-favour any such concerted action,
While the Sﬁate Cabinet waé awvaiting the reburn of Sir Charles
Yathan from London, before conﬁin&ing to discuss the transfer of
the Kimberleys to the Commomwealth, the Leader of the Opposition,
Sir James lMitchell, had expressed himself as against the alien-

68)
ation of any part of the State's-heritage.(o This, althovgh

forty years had indicated that State Goverrments lacked the

wherewithzl adequately to develop the whole North, The Royal

- Bommlssion's report was also attacked by a meéting of the

Pastoralists' Association, a body in which the West Kimberley = =

interests held more influence-than East Kimberley. This
possibly resulted from the fact that most of the West Kimberley

owners resided in Perth, whereas, apart from Durack himself,‘

G R R
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69 Durack M. P. : Diaries November 1i5th, 1928.

most of the influential East Kimberley ovmers Iived in England or
the Eastern States. There was commnity of interest between the

Fitzroy wool industry and the rest of the North-West. The Royal

o

Commission's proposal to abolish the quarantine line between East
and Yest Kimberley was condemned by thQ‘Pastoralists' Agsociation,
primrily, in Durack's view, from moti%es of self-interest, so that6 :
the field of competition in the Derby trade would not be enlarged.( 9)3
It could not be said that the line was an effective barrier to ;

pleuro-pneumonia. The diseasé-had already appeared among some of

Kidman's West Kimberley cattle, and the Hetherlands East Indies

goverﬁmeﬁt had‘banned stock fron infected stations from entering
the Java trade. (?é) o

In Decenber 1928 Swr Charles Nathan returned. His
pain contacts had been Lord Vestey and Sir Iawson Johnston, the
head of the Bovril compahy; Vestey was unfavourable to any scheme,
funless vhere they would dominate",3ir Cherles reported. Indeed,

Iy

Vestey opposed the construction of a railway out of Wyndhem which

might help to bring more cattle into coppetition with his own

(71) (mer,(m) """

interests. H.D Conacher, Vesteys! Sydney represent-

ative,was strongly to advocate such a railway. It is impossible to

resist the conclusion that‘somabodyrwas not being sﬁraigh@forwgrd.)
In Hathan's view,Sir Lawson Johrston was moré éncouraging,i Bovril ;

had a market for 70 OOO'éattle,if'that rumbsr COuld be secured from

70 : Fossil Downs papers : letters D. Macdonald-J Lahey,August 1927. |
M4 . Tamanl- M P . TMawias Nasamhar 17+h 4028, 72 : Thid. Feb.26. 193C
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to ascertain, amongst other mtters, whether it would be possible to
operate the Wyndham meatworks for a longer period each year - perhaps
seven months. He also‘spoke'of establishing local men on small blocks_
to grow maize, qﬁd planned to acquirerfufther areas around the present
Bovril holdings. Thus Sir Charles Nathan; M.P.Durack formed the-
impression that the hope of becoming associatedAwithvthe Bovril
company,if any of these new schemes materialised,may have motivated E
The failurevbf either_State or Cpm@cnwealth Government .

to enact any legislaturg to implement'ﬁhe :ecommendations of'the
Cormission may have been duezpéiﬁhe_fact’ﬁhat they were awaiting’
Sir Lawson Johnston's decision on wheﬁhér thq Botril organisation
would be prepared to take over the deve;opment of sqme_thirty
‘fhéuéﬁna ééaéréOmiléé,rbéfofelﬁnﬂeftékiﬁg én& Gévérhﬁeﬁt.éxpehdifufe;v

' In ;he interin, also, the quésﬁion of the transfer of~the Kimberley

' district to the Commonwéalth vas allowed to hang fire. Since the
Cormonwealth adninistration of the YNorthern Territory was at least

as inept as the State administration of the Kimberleys, such & unlon

Ty have brought few irmediate advantagés; bat it would'bave'done
gway with the anomlous and arbitrary divigionApfhthe,hinﬁerlandrof
Wyndham. Bés%des,thg Commonwgélth‘was betﬁéf able to stand the cost
of government. But 1929 was not entirely without incident. The

State Government's tropical advisér, F.J.S.Yige, Spéﬁt the dry

season making‘a detailed survey of the poséibilities of tropical |

agricuiﬁuie in the Ordrvalley; »By a?éoiﬁtméhfewiﬁh>thé'Fedérél:'
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Government two experienced Western Australian sheepowners, Hubert
Evans and langlois lefroy, toured East Kimberley and the adjacent
areas of the Northern Territory. This included inspection éf
F.G.Taylor's 1,100 merinos,which produced an average r.;lip of
55 to 6 1lbs., good quality wool per head, and a small thriving
flock at Argyle, which, with Rosswood, Ilefroy pronounced "the best
country he had ever seen."wj ) The value of their report lay in
the possibility that this country might, in part, be subdivided
for sheep, instead of continuing in the profitless and wasteful
cattle industry. |

Sir Iawson Johnston, now ennobled as Lord Lukerof
Pavenhan, érrived in October 1929._ Interested parties were hopeful;
but there was no pressing reéson why the Bovril interests should

" launch into extensive investmez'x_té in Australia, Like Vesteys', they
had large ard prosperoug interests in Seouth America. There
were 300,000 head of Bovril cattle grazing on 20,000,000 acres of
alfalfa (lucerne ) couniry in arp'e*ﬁ'm:z -- not, indeed, heavier
stocked than much of the Kimberleys. However, Lord Luke did not

(74)
fear the dwelogm.ent of Australian competition on the British markeb:

_______ "He considered Au.,tra.tia' n_er;d‘ not be qoxjc‘ezl'n{zd ubouu Lhe
Auutralia, where we wers alrsady conauniny 90,0 of our production.”
Such a policy may have lain behind his firm'g attempts to open up
the Manila market. Another factor uhich may have been noted by the

~ Bovril-interests was the entry of Hyndhom frozen meat -into new

73 : Durack,M.P. : Diaries,June 20th,7929. Cf. lefroy-ivans Report,

C wealth Parllamenta Papers, 1929-31, vol iv. p. 449-456. .
74 + Duvack papers : Lebter J.M.Durack - Denis Igoher'by,Nov; 7th,1929.
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markets, Shipments were made to Germany and Italy, for the first '
tine, in 1929, and a smgll trade with Egypt, begun some years
earlier, was maintained. The'Bovril enterprises found it

unlikely that they would sedure any governmental concessions, y
especially after the fall of the Bruce Government lateAin 1929,
and of the Collier State Government a few m§nths latef. Ihterést,
one suspects, had only been tepid on both sides. Desultory
negotiations were begun with Connor,Doherty & Durack, for the
purchase of their prowverties,. and the Bovril Augtralian Estates
were actually extended by the acguisition of lingbing from Billy

Weaber,who was sellinz out to go and seek gold at Tennant's Creek.

(He was highly successful,too.) Apart from these cccurrences, no
result came from the rove to secure the developnent of the East
Eipberley and Victoria River disiricis by a chartered company.

Flirtation with this prospeét-had only inhibited prbgressivé

legislation on the part of State and Cormmonvealth Govermments aiike
| In retrospect, the 'tuentiés could be viewed as
a period in which the economic difficulties caused by marketing
_problens had been .&ggmvrat.ed' by governmental apathy, and a perhaps |
understandably defeatist attitude ameng all but a hardful of the

pastoralists. The opportunities which had been passed up in thg

g s anp e s

"twenties, and earlier, were not to recur in the 'thirties.

‘Instead, the onset of world-wide depression, combined with a long




and run~down Kimberley pastoral industry on to its most évil days. E
Viewing therleést complex, but perhaps the most |
important feature first, one finds that, from 1928, there was
a long sequence of years of below average rainfall. In almost
every part of the district,.1928 and 1929 were light years. The
following season was better, but 1931 brought adequate rainfall
only to the coastal areas and the lower Fitzroy. Inland, one
station manager described conditions as '"dry as a temperance tea
party".(75) Several owners must have shared the experience of
Jack Kilfoyle at Rosewood, who calculated that,between
February 1928 and Ocﬁobcr 1930, his station received the equi-

(76)

valent of cne normal year's average r@infall. liost stations

T nearly nade their.averagelin'1932,-but,-of-the-next-four years, - |
only 1934 was favourable. Oldiimers solemnly proncunced each
year "the worst ever®, only'to revise their prophecies in the
year follouing. In fact, conditions in the Kimberley District
were not nearly so bad as the lorth-¥est, where there Was a rmore
or less continuous drou0h¥ 7 Eeverthcless, there was much loss
in foed, and many watering places previously belleved permanent,

dried upe. These condit iong vere reflected in the &owerfmarket-

able value of cattle,

75 3 Quanbun journals, December 31st, 1931, R
: Rosewood Rainfall Pook (1881~ 1940) : Octobor 31st 1930,
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The quarantine issue éontinued to produce compliéétions. -
In October 1929, another quarantine line was imposed sotbh of |
Broome, because pleuro-pneuronia had broken out in West Kimberley, f,
and it was felt that no risk could be run of allowing t#e disease fﬁ
to spread to the colder South, where it could cause havoc in the l
dairy industry€77%he nove arocused strong opposition among the
cattle-owners, who contended that these regulations 6nly sérved ,§i
to harass the squatters by puttlng an end to the overland trade éé
between Broome and heekatharra and other points south, lax,Henry,
a Royal Com31331oner_appoint¢d in 1931 to examine the 51tuatlon, ;2
found the restrictions entireiy justified, buf ufged the abolition
of the outmoded barrier between West and Bast Kiﬁberley.(78) 'In

“point of fact, it -docs seen that the stations around Broone,such

)

as

:oebucl: Plains,Thangoo, and Anna Plains wvere only slighily,if
s 2 3

b

at all,in contact with the diseasc. The regulations weighed
heaviest on Amna Plains,which could no longer ship cattle from
Port Hedlarnd, but which found_iﬁ impossible to send catile to
Broome, basczuse the igterveni-g counury was tlck_*nfested, whereas
Anna Pl&lﬁm was "elpan. Once again, officialdom took several

years in correctlnn thls anomaly, and it was eventuallj not

until 1934 that provision vas made for the_lnocuﬁation of Anna

Plains stock. The similar case Of-Biiiiinna, in East.Kimberley, if{

77

Votes and Proceedlngs,1929 Yo, 22 :'pp;-é‘aﬂdi14; '
78

- Ibid. 1932,H0. 1.
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was at last given attention when, in 1930-1, at nearly sevénty

years of age, the surveyor Alfred Canning led an expedition which
re-serviced the stock route from Sturt Creek‘to Wiluna, Falconer,
the owner of Billiluna, receiyed permission to travel cattle south

along the Canning Stock Route. From then on, his cattle were sent

down for agistment near the railhead at Wiluna, on his own properties;

and then sold on the goldfields and metropolitan markets, His was
the only station to take advantage of this outlet, »

But the major marketing outlets y the Wyndham‘
Meatworks in East Kimberley, and the Fremantle trade in West
Kimberley, suffered greatly frém.the effects of the depression.
The fall in prices was not unduly serious in 1930. At wynéham,

a record kﬁll of 31,051 was hreated,glvinv a reﬁurn of ¢4/9/¥ .

In VWest Kimberley, Frenantle cattle prices were down to an average
of £11/13/- , of which about £8 wenﬁ in shigping expenses, In
later years the debliﬁé was more calanitous. Perhaps the VWest
Kimberley cattlemen were hardcr hit than the East ngberiey oWners,
Despite the loss of the Belgian markgt,durlng a 1931 "tariff war®,
WVﬁdham'returns Weré ndt mudh'lbwef than they had'been'durinﬁ the
'twenties, in 1933 attainlnb a record minimum average of 55s. per
head. On the other hand the Govornment-owned meatworks bore the
costs of marketing, which meant that tygiggppliers couldlgount on

getting some return for their cattle, however small. Indeed,

a drain on the State's finances, and -seems to have contemp&ated
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disposing of them.(79) Ever since 1921, the season ir which the
Meatworks had not opened, there had always been a certain amount

of doubt each season as to whether the meatworks would operate,

and a committee of growers gxisted to ensure the management that
supplies would be forthcoming., During the depression of the early
'thirties, the Wyndhan leatvorks finally justified its existence .
in the eyes of the squatters. lany recognised that, but for its .lf
existence, they would probabiy have been ruined by marketing
problems,

In West Kinmberley, vhere no meatuorks existed, i

conditions were worse. Participation in the Fremantle market
had meant fair returns for the growers during the %twenties, With

the fell of congumer prices,Kimberley pastoralists fournd that the

. RTINS A i R v e LT T pE|

returns at Fremantle would no longer pay even the costs of freight, !
~insurance, agents' fees, etc, There is hardly a squatter in this
district who carnot describe how, havinz semt dovmn a mob for sale,

he was compelled to mail down a cheque afterwards-to cover the

costs involved, the sale 6f the stock not having realised enough

to pay for these expenscse It might be noted that the agents

L)
lo)
-
ot
[y
(0]
g
E
t"
[
4]
g
S
[o/]
ot
|4}
-
o]
-
g
.
0
(e}
L et
~
R i)
Q
-
-
(3
&
|-
EJ
B
o
jo7y
ot
joy
g‘.

charges on the price cattle feﬁched at Fremantle, not on the

return to the grover, Thus,if,a'béast vare sold for £12 on the ;?

79 : Durack papers : Letter,M.P.Durack-Lord Buke,ch.BOth,1931.‘ :
e Talra_Thiranl _Mavrrh 2nA4_1Q3%1 « Jahuare 1A5h. 19320 i
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 and sank further into debt than before., Of course,the better-

~ industry forty or fifty years. Thej had no inceniive to puu up R

five per cent on the £12. This state of affairs had only been a minor
imposition when prices were good, but when, in 1930 and after,
Fremantle averages fell below_£12, the squatters regarded it as

a major grievance, The burden of low pr;ces fell genefally on
the smaller, poorer, and less weli-improved properties. Thus, in
the five years 19301934, Emanﬁels' stations averaged a return

of £9/12/- per beast sold, whereas Thangoo, for instance, received £5,

capitalised stations could;vor sﬁould, have ma&e more improvements‘
on their runs, practised.a.Beﬁtérlﬁypb of animal husbandry, and
otherwise been able to raise a Eetter class of beaat, ;

There ﬁas élso.the management problem, .Following
a d00131on of the Pastorallsts Asu001ation, in 1920, to Guspend
avard rates of pay, moot stations had perguaded their managers and
stocknen to accept cuts in their wages, There waa,however, little
actual'poverty in the district, as_all workers were assured of their
keep, and even out-@f-work travellers could be aure of a handout

of beef and bread. In facb, sore of the unemplo;ed nade for the

than in the cities. But the "battler ,-the spmall Ownerg,'who o
were often thelr own managers, and whose financial positlon ve
80 desperate that they could not afford to take on cmployees vere

in a worse case. Several of them'uer old men,who had been in the

the struggle necessary to preserve_their_properties fron the
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mortgagees. They were old, and feulha@ sons to assist thenm - éicept,
possibly, for unrecognised half-castes? They could not adgpt them-
selves to modern managerial techniques. Rather than continue the
unequal battle,it was so rmch easier to give up the old property
to the mortgagees, and spend the rest of their days hanging about
the Port in Derby, or the Continental at Broome, spinning tall yarns
to touring journalists, who were discovering the Kimberleys sinée the
extension of the air service to Wyndham in 1930. |
Financial dlfflculties beget some of the lar ger  owners
as well. In their more prosperous days, many pastoral companies found
it necessary to rely on large advances from the banks, and fev had made
any gréat effort to pay off their‘&ebfs. Instead they had launched
‘into further investments, often in the temperate South, financing
these ventures with the profits fron thelr Kimberley propertieé. By
the time the depression cane,some of these companies had enormous
overdrafts. Durack mentions in his diary one case vhere a company
naking £8,000 clear profit annually_on the Kimberley interests were
- paying out £7,000 to the Bank of New South Wales in interest chargéi?)
Hi“ own flrm Connor,Doherty Durack, wpre eﬁdeavourinv uo dispose of
their Great Southern f‘heep—run, "Behn-0rd", as "the weak link in our
chain of interests', Sirdlarly,Macdonald of Fossil Downs was with-

drawing from his Goulburn (N.S5.%.) proverties,on which h@ hed dwelt

for many years; and was keeping up only his Kimberley run. The Davies |

€0 : Durack,M.P. : Diaries, January 17th,1930. .
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family, owners of Kimberley Downé_and Napier Downs, similany
disposed of some of their southern interests, whilsﬁ keéping up :
their two stations,

Conversely,of course,some owners withdrew from the

district. Almost fifty years after the first overlanders had

S

enthuglagtlcally started off for Kimberley, their successors

seemed to be about to retreat from the country. Nowhere was
this process more evident than in the rarginal country along
the Leopolds, where already several runs had been throun up.
Between 1930 and 1935,some of thg "battlers" rolled up their i
swags and left their land.to revert to the Crown. ¥Kidman,in
1931,decided to withdravw to Central Australia. He abandoned
Clenroy, and sold hi ‘share in Fossil Downs to his partner's
son,.lacdonald, In several long overlanding trels,his
érovers brougzht all the Glenroy catile, and over a thousand
Fossil Douns animals down through East Hinberley and the Northern

de
Territory to his main holdings. Between 1932 and 1935, also,

- the liclartys abandoned Obagooma, which, alt hough one of the
oldest stations in VUest Kinber loy, was cituated on rank coastal

rcountrv, ulth pcrhap too high a rainfall for guccessful bﬁef
mroduction, However,along the Fitzroy,they stdll kept Nerrima
and Jubilee Downs, just aslkidman hung on to Yeeda, in hope of
better times.

-In this hour.of adveraity, however, some of the

necessary preparation for a future renascence was madé. In the
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era of prosperity between 19C0 and 1920, many owners had left
the district to reside South, where they mérried. Their sons
were now of an age to take an active interest in the family

properties, and to bring new viewpoints to the problems besetting

the district. The mana*crent of Inunt Anderson passed from G C.Rose |

s

to his son, of the same name another sox, Kim Rose, becmne
manager of ILiveringa for the Kimberley Pastoral Company. Arthur
and Kim Male managed Roebuck Plalns for ‘their: father, and Blll
Laqdonald was sent up on to the family property at FOuSil Downs,
In East Kimberley, Reg and Yin Durack 1or1.ed on Ar "le. (The

perceptive reader will have noted a tendency for Kimberley fathers

to name one seon after the di trlct ) A nu.ber of fgmlll cs provided |

nanagers and stockmen throughout East Himberley and much of the

lorthern Territory, such as the Zgans, Shedforths, Sikmthorpes,

Darcys and Bridges. Ifov blood and new ideas were urgently reguired

by the pastoral indusiry, and the wradual rivel of yﬂupﬁor

nenbers of some of thc'old familie gave prOW1uo of thn dcvolop—

meni éf ihe se qualities at some nore favaurable tinc in tho funure.
“Dc pite- adverue murkculno condlulons, station '

improvements_éere sti}l_impl .ented on some feu propﬁrties, and’

novhere was_this process ﬁore noteworthy than the sheep counury

; aloq, uhc Fltzroy.. herc the dcvclopment of the plndan" by

| borlng for uate‘ and subseqhent fenczng was.paylng off ulth an

i

increase in the size of flocks and the welght of fleeceuo “inb

PR

|
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tlest Kimberley, the wool clip'of 1935 reached a six-pound

fleece average for'the first tine, a 25 % increase in_just
over a decade. Concurrently,the number.of sheep shorn rose
from 193,863 in 1929 to 293,645 in 1935. On the cattle
stations, financial difficulties were held respdhsiﬁle for
failure to put in neQ improvements.A This excuse was:brought
forward by many gtatlonyownero, from small ”battlers" to great
absentee interests. Unfortunately,au leaut so far as the
validity‘of‘such pleas went? a few determined managers were
continuing to make progreou. The example moéf éftcn cited is

that of Jack ”ilfoy*e of Roseuood, who, in 1930, cohaenccd

boring with a Dladb lcaned by Comnor,Doherty & Durau“,a

“throucghout the vorst years of -the depression, re-invested all

s surplus returns into the improvement OL watering-points,

&

[

the g llty of his hbrd, and the efficient equitnent of his
station. Hearly every other owner considered his policy fool-

hardy,and urged him to invest in Dbtwldc securities. Kilfoylels

example is often quoted by those who advocate *hﬁ cause of the

resident owner, but there'were other resident owners farlless
nrogrééoive,and con vorse;y; ;re'or Quo managerg for bsentées,
such as Millard of Gogo, who alsp Vent forwvard with improvements,;
despite the depression. 6n¢ cannot gélb feeling that if as much‘f
determination had been shown;by_avezy pastoralist,vfhg‘Kimbérley :
pastoral industry would havé,béen in‘beﬁth,sh&pe,wé?en in %his»

era of low prices. P T R
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However,in the last resort,managers and owners were not
able to make decisiqns as to;what improvements ﬁhey would make
on their properties. The power of.grahting or wﬁthhglding
permissdion for developmentél schemes lay with the banks;to yhom
nearly every station-owner was more or less heavily indebted,at
interest rates ranging from 6% to & per éent. Loans were not
easy to obtain on northern pastoral properties, princﬁpally
because the lands which the pastoralists offered as securitjv
were only held under leaséhold from the Crown,which,in theory,
'might resume the land at_éhy time. This the banks regarded as
a ba& risk fbr advancgmehﬁs; .Beéause'df their‘maintenance of
this policy of credit restriction, the baniddng institutions

exercised a 51gplflcant influence on Government policy with

regard to the land laws. In 1932,the linister for the North-
West in the second !Htcheld Governuent (Hon. T.A.L.Davy)appointed

yet another committee "to consider the future development of

(81) |

industries in the Horth Hestern portion of Western Australia.®

ihls cowm;ttee consiuted of thirteen mcn, the seven rorﬁhern

Kimberley, and J.W.Durack East himberley.
In the present extremity, the Cormittee seemed to take
the view that any revision to the Land Act would be gustifled

if it led to irvestment. They'submitted ‘that the restriction

81 : Typescript report of Committee's proceedings and recommend-
ations among Durack papers. The report was never printed.




* demanding several million acres to improve. The Committee also

on the area of pastoral leases should be repcaled in favour of
any applicant”who cquld sétisfy the Governgent that he vas
financially in a position to Qeve;qp more than ons milliqp acres.
Even Holmes,author:qf.the #mepdﬁgn@ﬂof 1919;‘and Coverley,a staunéh
Labour advocaté of subdivision, voted for this. Withoutwg:itic-
ising the collectgd wisdgg of.ﬁﬁirtgen experts on the North, it
seems remarkable that?afterAt§e £ai;ur9 gf Durack and Eﬁtpan to |
attract capital on a large scale, ard pqnsi@eriﬁg the uninspi‘rir‘xg'3
histories of the Vestey and Bovril organlsations, optlml sm was

entertalned that a heaven-aent capltaliSu uould come to the lorth,

recorrrended that pastoral leases, due to expire in 1948, should
be extended to 1978 in the Hbrth-ﬁcst, end to 1998 in the
Kimberleys, in which they considﬁr

t0 sscure new

A greater inducement is advisable
rresent holders more

settlers and mmxe the position of the
secure,” .

They op901flcally advocated these exteﬁ 1cn s,because the ’“ﬁks
backing the pastora*ists were not satisfled with the securxty

of termure offerod by the shorter leases To ensure development,
improvenent clauges, which thOJ felt should be made stricter
after 1948,

On this matter, the Government moved with.some.

alacrity, and brought down a Bill to amend the Land Act by

82 + Ibid, Pe 60
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extending leases in all distriets until 1982, The speech of the §
Minister for Lands (Hon.Charles Latham) admitted thats(E5)

"1t may seem a very long periodybut unfortunately
for us, during the time when wool end stock prices were high,many
pastoral leases changed hands at very high prices,and in that
changing of hands a good deal of money was borrowed for the
purposes of completing payments....The capitalisation of many
of these stations is far too high, but ths overcoming of this
difficulty is not within the power of this House., We cannot
afford at present to allow the excuse to be used that the term
of the lease is go short that the security is not there for
assuring further advances to assist the industry. Unfortunately,
that excuse is offered. It is offered because it has been suggested
that it is impossible to satisfy overseas shareholders of companies 7
that it is necessary still to moke furbther advances to protect
securities already held by those companies, It will cost the
State nothing,and,if it does give relief to the industry,it is
worth while gziving it, because I am fearful that the pasto*al

industry todav is a1m08u on the verge of collanse. _ =
Fo stated that the rastoral industry vas estimted to be £5,000,000 :

Bill,on the grounds that it would enable the large holders to

maintain their monopoly of advantagsous frontage positicus. To

" "The banldng institutions today are begiming to use .
: th ir pover Lo scare Governments,and poszibly to threaten pastoral- |
sts, by declaring that the terminetion of the leases in sixtoen “
year s' time will have bhe effect of reducing the walue of the
assets to such an extent that the finsncial institubions cannot
- maintain the leaces and dvan”o ther money for their develop-

nent and fmprovement .t

Others pointed out that the legislation of 1917,

extending the leases, had only been followed by "e decline in

- 85 3 Debates, vol. 89,p. 3431 2. R C an
86 : Ibid. p. 2568. | |
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population,and no appreciable results in improvements and
conditions",and that the proposed Bill had "no mandate from

the people". The Leader of the Opposition (Hon. Philip Collier)
nmoved for a Royal Cormission to examine a proposal which had
already been endorsed by the Royal Cormission of 19é8 and the
Committee of 1932, At this stage,h§weve:,09verley deviated from
the party line,and opposed Collier's amendment, stating that,
however &isfasteful, the.pressure of the Tinancial institutions
nade iétham‘s Bill necessary:(87)

e are tying up our n=tional assels for a {future

generation. I an prepared to agree to it,however,because I believe

that,in the course of tims, we shall have in power a Governrent
strong enough to commandeer these properties,and cub then up
into smaller holdings in the interests of the development of the

~ State,vhich in turn will be in the interests of the Zmpire, I

the North to be developed along scientific lines.®

His vieuws as to the futility of denyinz the pastoralists the

securily demanded by the baunks were supvoried by W.lltarshall,
another northern labour member, and Collier'!s amendment was lost.
Other noteworthy clauses in ILathem's Bill included a proviso that

the !finister might direct the improvement of stock by the building

of 19323 its other sugzgestions for ﬁhe‘establiahment of a Derby

meatworks, under a Board‘pesponsible to Parlienent, and of

research centres, as plamed by the Cormisaion of 1928, were

87 : Ibidc P 25929 :
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Lathan's Bill contained one retrograde principle ;3 1t was provided
that & company owning two or more stations could run therm all under
one manager, instead of having to provide a manager on each. fhis,
an economy measurse, actually made for greater reliance on nabtive
labour, and less adequate personal supervisicn of station develop-
ment. In these years, there were over 1,000 aboriginal ron, &ﬁﬂf
some 600 wonmen, employed on Kimbérley stations,  Since 1917,there had
been a gradual rise in numbers incompatible with the common theory.
that contact with the white civilis&tion made natives a dying TECe,
Uhether because of his support for Lathamt's Bill
or not, Goverley found himuelf run very closs at the next e*écticn

in 1933, His opponent, an independent, Povah, disputed the return,

~and a new election was ovderv“. At hm "PCOﬁd el ; n,ujl uhp meat-

workers from the South enrolled at Eyﬁi sn, and ensured Loverleyis

roturn. Counsurrently,the "e"as*ion referendun took

Lo

Hece,st which
riost of the Kimberley District voted solidly assainsit secession. It
weg perhaps, a broad hintlto State roliticians thet the Himberleys
were looking to the Cormonwealth Government for & cersain measure

of assistance ; although,surprisin .lg Lﬁough,myr 1n returned

- a narrow margin for secession, = Perhops some of tho meatucrkers from

South were already enrolled., The future of the meatu rks‘h&d,
incidentally, been assured by leﬂls 1ve action ten th ousa*d hilﬁ"

from the Kimberleys -- ot Ottaua,in c:maua.‘ Here,in 3932, vas

R

held the Conference at unich G*ea* Erltain, follcuirw thw dlsappearancg

' of the old free-trade Liberal Party, had agreed to adon‘
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Bmpire Preference as its tariff policy, and to sever, as soon as
possible,its commitments with foreign primary producing countries.

To the Kimberleys, and to the Northern Australian
cattle industry in general, this meant that the competition of the
Argentine would largely be nullified,with the temination of existing
agreementsgéz)a. 1936. To the Vestey interests, a policy change was
indicatedf With the restriction on their Argentine holdings, now
was the time to turn their attention to Australia. Within a yeay,

their Blue Star Line was seeking to enter the Australian trade,and

N
Sir Edmund Vestey was stating (%9)

.

"One thing the Blue Star Iine can do for Australia
articularly well, That is to demonstbate that chilled beef can
be carried from Commonwealth ports to British ports.t

...... of vtl:v\ev rlsks oi‘ §1§ﬁ:§-i}1ﬁeﬁz‘n§ﬁi&-’.,iﬁ. u‘as é.é *;ze‘li fof "ci‘le‘ Kmberlﬁys
that Brilain had come thus oppprtunely into the nﬂax;}:et. Cﬁiliing
facilities were provided, and, "py ¥ay, 1934, the first ghipment of
chilled teel had left ’.-Iyndmm_for Sritain. Althoush this was carried
by an Aberdeen and Commonueslth ship,the Blue Stsr line was later in
the trade. In addition,Vesteys! subsidiary company,Weddel & Coop
~amalgomated with Williem Angliss & Co., ancther large Australian

firm of meat vholesalers,in January 1934. (%0) Quirg to the

86 : During 1932,the Sydney "Sunday Sun" primted several articles

stating that Sir Edrund Vestey was amongst the staunchest opponents
- of Empire Preference, prophesising price rises and a fall in quality
89 : "Sydney lMorning Herald®, June 30th,1933 ?
90 : Ibid., Jamuary 24th,1934e - - - T
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development of the Wyndham airline, and the use of motor trucks

‘of transpert and frgigh@,_a%ﬁhough’much of the interior of the

........................................

Ottawa decision,it seemed a little more l;kely that Yesteys“”
might be encouraged to come in and develop their Horthern
holdings. 7 _ o | o ,
So,although the world-wide depression,coning on top
of previous years of difficul@y and neglegt,_had brought ﬁhe
fortunes‘of the Ki@be:}gy“pagtorg}w;ndgétry to thgir nadir,the
situation was not Y@olly beyqnd ;ede@ptiqn._ Bhe chief assét
ofmthqse cont;olling the iﬁdu;t;yfg ?grtupgs-yas probably an
inocorrigible qptimism;f $§m¢hqw,gapitgl:gould,p¢,indu;éd to
develop the étgtiqné;.ﬁéqéhéﬁ£ gﬁ’iﬁp:péement"woﬁld occur in
5eef priccs; éomehgﬁffg géjergmggﬁ.migﬁtube fqund‘which wquld
administerAthe dist;;c§_9§@pgtently §nd‘not Qithout.sympathy.
The fifteen‘years follow;pg the<F§rst Wbrldear were,on the
whole,years of regression. On the credit side could be placed
the application of modqrn_mec@anical-meﬁhqu,to the industry,.

To this period dates the start of sub-artesian boring. The

inland fron the ports, had to some extent solved the problems

situvation, coupled_with the apathy ond indecision of absentee
governments, had proved all too great a discouragement for
of abtempt to better conditions in the industry., And yet, =
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with 21l the shortage of capital, it was perhaps characteristic
of the North that, at this time, Qo?nor,Dohsrty & Durack's most
profitable investment was probab}y theAﬁyndham gofel, which wag
still bringing in a_steady £200 per»week, mostly bar trade,
increasing to £70 or £89_p¢r day dg:%gng§ce Heek.(91) | B
Yet the mén ;f Kimberley can hardly be censured
for this. The outlook vas far from encouragin¢. During thése.
fvfﬁepn years of stagnation, on far too manjrotatlons, 1nbred
and neglected stock battled for an iradequate living on the :
deepenigg gullies of slowly eroding rive: pastures, '&geing
zen in ramshackle homesteads pondergd_ﬁheir bank stateménts,
and realised that they had borne the burden and the heat of
VVVVVVVVVVVVV Lhe'd;j fof fdo‘léﬁn.tblhévé.*fe‘énér:j ;o‘dolahjtﬁlﬁv‘éu. L
this uigﬂe, excers to let their affairs slide into the hands
of the mortgaggb Ard in the south, un.occuololalvnolitician
would berate his follow~3t3ura¢¢ans ;or Fa*mluuln” our
‘heritage of the morth to rema;n empty and under-developed,
‘a temptation to Asxa 1c mlllioné, aud never pau. to coﬁsi&er‘

what possible incentive existcd to cultivate it.: - - - .

TE=TrmmonzoIEn

91+ Durack,M.P. Diaries,JOVemb or 8th,1930 ueﬁfemter“mh,d?'sé;




(a)1921
- {a)1922
(a)1923
1924.
1925
1926

- 1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936

1937

(b}1938

- (b71939
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PROFITS AND IOSSES.

‘Ho. of
cattle

101, 461
101,461
98,520
108,604
113,388
111,627
113,458
116,333
117,651
111,220
101,937
104,395
102,362
97,537
95,506
91,375
84,522
80,710
85,256
91,972

47,528
47,3595

47,801

112,340
107,902
108,467
- 108,907
115,863
116,734
112,713

107,198
110,655

111,140
107,472
103,064
98,678
97,063

945190

EAST KIMBERLEY' y FIVE (%) STATICHMS, © © «~ ~ * =+ =

Valueof Total Net Total Net  Percentage
station Net  profit net loss of value
assets Profit per @ loss. per of station
' s head, head agssets,
£278,299 £11,195 2/2kd, -
£278,299 £11,195 2/2id. C 4.02
£273,049 - O £6,727 1/id. -2.46
£285,643 £ 5,730 1/1d. - 2.0t
£207,186  £13,318 2/id. 4.8
£300,800 £40  ,01d. 0.01
£303,050 £ 9,359 1/8d. 3.09
£306,754 £15,656  2/8d, 5.10
£309,795 £13,703 2/id. Lo di2
5299’273 ) £1 ,OBO 2% . "O 034
£280,132 £ 7,211 1/5d. S 2.57
£283,049 £ 6,371 1/2}d. - 2.25
£276,499 - £4,958 11id. =1.79
£266,130 £8,517 1/9d.  -3.20
£263)171 £ 3’991 104, - ) 1051
£254,654 £ 6,173 - 1/2id. - ST 2042
£240,850 £12,946 .3/0kd., -5.38
£231,338 21,015 3d. =0.44
£239,990  £18,929 4/54. 7.89
£256,284 £24,? 5/5d4 9.71
“““ WEST KIMBERLEY ; EIGHW (8) STATIONS,
W145,77; £2,653 1/td. -1.82
£141,428 o £4,196 1/9d. -2.97
£144,938 £16,902  7/14. ' © o 11.66
£395,426  £20,330 - 3/Fd. ©5.14
£396,363  £26,543  4/114. 6,70
£400,934 £12,826 2//3d.  3.20
£402,017  £45,042 8/5d,° “11.43
£428,446 £60,641 10/5kd.0 © 14y 15
£453,293  £87,986 15/1d. 19,41
£452,410 £26 159 4/7Fd. | 5.78
£437,035 . . . £18,353 3/5d. = 4.20
£447,295 £7,985 1/5de - 1.79
“E8443,157 £7,988 1/5d." = 1.80
£433,352 £12,751  2/i3d. - 2.94
£420,543 o : T £10,285 2/~ - 2.5
£407,860 - £2,928 74, 0.72
£409,311 - £9,296  1/11d. 2.27
£385,860  £15,711  3/id. 4e09 . |
£379,581 £13,731  2/11d. - 3.62

~ (a) Returns from four stations only. (b) Beturng from sévénistations 6nly¢
Fipures Telen feom 'R&pd of Koy Cﬂ@mssu- w bie. Tasteral {ndwstry, 1940, ) f

oflt‘andﬂloss_fivuresﬁdo‘not_include}interesﬁ Dayr

ents.




CHAFPTER V.
RECOVERY.

(1935 - 1953).

MThen the Kimberleys have been developed to the limit of
their pastoral capacity,closer settlement in some form may
become possible. As things are, we have very far to go
even to make the best use of the country frem the grazicrs!
viewpoint.® , ~

==~ "The West Australian”,July 28th,1926.

Fifty years after oettle ent , the Kimberley District
presented 2 most discouraging picture. The extenslive and well-
vatered pastures of Mitchell and Flirders grass, which had

vvvvvvvv d;_iélfe& fﬁevfifsﬁ hioheéfs; h;d“uhdefgdhe‘fift‘ yeéfo‘of‘ -

exploit &tion, and were showlng the effects., In the good times

up to the end of the Flrsu World Var, robodJ had bothered to

put anything back into the land, and.in the subsequent fifteen
 years, irprovenment plans, where ihey existed, had, for the

most part, been hamstrung'by want of capital, The resiits
- were beconing apparent in the desiccation of the natural
‘waters, and in the erosion'ef the soils When H.C.Barcloy was

surveying the boundary line between East Kimberley and the

Northern Territory, he reported gericus erosion in the valleys

of the Anffih ?1&%&3&. Sim13ar tendencies mlight have baén ’
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and other river valleys. In all,the backward condition.of much

of the pastoral industry could be blamed as much on the failiﬁg
recuperative powers of the ffontages, ag én old-fashioned
management methods and on economic causes, It is significant
that,about this time, such books as Upton's "Australia's
Empty Spaces“(1)were written with a view to debunking the‘
potentialities of the Kimberleys and other pastoral areas.
In fact, in reaction from the buoyant optimism of the past,
such works were, in some respects, tno studiously pessimistic.
Yet i% is fronm about 1935 that a story of
graduﬁl progress can be dated. ‘This may,in a large neasure,
be held due to improved maikcting conditionsi But not altogether, :
the depression. It wac the 1mprovement in wool prices, and
the comparatively progresaive nollclea of the Fitzroy sheep
statioﬁs, which provided the first noticeable signs of

provewrnt These properties, and some of the neighbouring

-cattle runs, were in the'hands of a younger and better-educated

in the pastoral industry. Further,it was also in the later
'thirties that & handful of civil servents and private individuals

began to devise tentative plané for the rehabilitation of the

development of the Klmberlays.

1 : Upton,Sydney : Australia's Empty Spaces. (Allcn & Undin,1938)
el
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Among the nost gignifiqant pqrtents of progreés}ﬁas
a gradual improvement in living gonditions. 'For GANY years,owners
and managers had accepted the dictunm that the Kimberleys were not
a country for white whmen and children. Apart from a few notable
personalities such as lMrs Rhatigan at Turkey Creek, and Mrs Hood-
land at locla Bulla, all the white Vomep‘in the Kimberleys were to
be found in the ports and townships. ~Wiﬁh the~adoption‘of various
arienities, this state of affairs was to change. Better transport,
better_homesteadvfacilities:aﬁd vater supplies, ard improved
vmedical attention were the faétors.that worked this alteration,
Theibest-known of thesé wasrthé Flying‘Doctor Service.VSince 1930,
the Derby-Yyndhan mail-plane_service hqd‘touched at Noonkanbah,
Fitzroy Crossing, Hall's Creéls, Ord River, and Argyle, thus
providing’a link for the inland stations with the doctors ai
the ports. In 1934,the contract for this service passed to
Yacrobertson-liller Airways. leanvhile, Alfred Traczerts invention
of the twofway pedal uireless.had cnabled the Rev, John Flymn,also
father of}the Ausﬁralianjlﬁland.H%ssién.hoépitals, to develop the
scheme of a flyinz doctor ser?ice. By this, outback stations could
'bé'sérVéd‘by‘a‘dbéto? makihgrfeéular flightb'froﬁva'tdvnship‘égntre
to isolated stations. Through the pedal wireless, he was on cgll

in cases of urgency, vhen he could make cxtra emergency flights,

They were apparently badly,info:med about the subje¢t, as ihey
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objected that the scheme would lead to the absence of a doctor when
he might be required in Wyndham, and that, in any case, the statiogs“
could not call the doctor, as they wére not linked up by telephone,
lore pertinently, they waﬁted %o know who was going to pay for the
service.(z) | ‘
- When,however, the_people of Victoria, a state in which
there was no scope for a Flying Doctor scheme, subgeribed to a furd
to provide the. Iinberley District with the benefits of this serV1ce,
many of the objections vanished. The installation of Lraever‘
transceivers did not only bring the'security embodied in regular
and certain contact with'a_doétor. Kimberley stations also found
that they could use the pedal wirelesses for business and personal
‘nnlls with every other station on fhe service., Despite an unavoid-
'k'cf'privacy,'whiéh“géﬁé'tﬁéSé conversations fhe'liéténiﬁg'
public of a particularly extensive party-lins, this service was

greatly eppreciated. As from 1936, when the service got wder vay,

the problen of the loneliness and isolation of those living on the

stations vas considerably reduced. The Australian Inland Mission

- movement then commenced the construction of anbther hospital, this

timejqt_Fitzroy_Crossing,'which ﬁag eventuzlly opened in 1939. . Such
servicez were available to both'whiﬁevanﬁ black irhabitants of the

district. The latter uere;fﬁrther ninistersd to, more or less

2 : Durack, H.P. Diarips,éupust 2?gt,1934.

B




the use of trucks
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efficiently, by missions at Port George IV (Presbyterian),Drysdale

P
Ty

River (Benedictine), Forrest River (Anglican), Balgo Hills (Pdllot- 4

tine), and Fitzroy Crossing (U.A.M.) The Moseley Royal Cormission,
appointed at the motion of F.J.S.Wise and A.A.M.Coverley, had led

to the appointment of divisional protectors of aborigines, and to

‘& closer regulation of conditions of emplqyment on statipns,(B) In

this connexion,it is interesting to note that ins stances of stock-
killing were still recorded, fifty miles from Wyndhenm, in 19353
but thls habit was at last»being eradicated, and the aboriginal
was now usually on the side of the squatier, as a stockman, while
his woman acted as domestic servant for the "white missus'. |

Other factors wnlch zade the district more
habitable included the improvemcnt of domestic water suppliés,
which came about with deéﬁ boring. On almost every groperty,
the sinking of a "homestead bore” meant that the fevers caused
by bad &rxn&mnv water becamc a ‘thing of the pesi, and that
vegetable gardens, and modern ablutionary and sanitary conveniences,
could be installed. The reduction of freights consequent upoﬁ
(5) meant that more home conforts could be
bzought inland. These im.’mvatme were rogarded with disfavour

by some of the more conservative o}@t#&grs, who held that "fences

and womenfolk weren't wanted in true.cattle country®., But they

Votes and Proceedings, 1935, To. 2.
‘Durack,lM.P. + Diaries, September 21st,1935. =~ B
Cf. Rosewcod journal, Decembor 20th,1938, where J. ﬁiﬁfoyTe
"notes that, since the coming of motor. transport, freights
from Wyndhan to Rosewocod had fallen from £17 a ton to £7.

i
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attracted young men with wives: and families to come up agd reside
on the stations. Thers was less ex;u;e>for absentee ownership,and
more opportunity for managers to develop a personal interest in
the progress and welfare of their runs. Along the_Eitzroy,a spirit
of healthy competition‘beg§n to m;ﬁifgst itself amohg the sheep
stations, as ‘o which hgd_the best living conditions, shear;ng
sheds, or heaviest-fleeced sheep. Qeanghile, during the ‘'thirties,
QObagoonn, Kimberley Downs, kﬁda, lave”ing“, Ioonkanbah, Gogo, and
Fossil Downs -- to make a_list by ne means exhaustive,and covering
only West Kimberley -- ceased to be classed as bachelor
establishments,

The standard of material inprovenents advanced
more in Vest hlAbO”leJ durlnc tbiu pcried than in Zast Kimberley.
Cwners in Jeub “lnbcrley were in a bntter nccnunlo pos;tion to
ez, Hool prices, which bebween 1930 and 1933
hicd been depressed to wd., rose sha<p1y 19334 to 15id.sand,
although in the ;c:t season *hg prlce l pped back to 9id.,it

maintained an average of 13id. between 1935 and 1940. During

i

this period, West Kimberley alone, of all the Norihern pactordl

‘districts, benefited from.thlg improvement, as it wag the only .

sheep-grazing area‘which.vas not grpstrated by a' ruinous and
protracted drought. _Insteadgtﬁé pcli¢y of improving the "pindant
paid divi&ends in incr&ased munbars and better fleesces. The
progress of this distrlct my be gauﬂed from statistics quet€d

.,.Fyfe. Fiﬂures ware cbtaincd from two represenuative
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sheep’stations(7),and these proved'that n#t only was the cosﬁ of
production lower in West Kimberley than in any other district,but
also that these properties were far less heavily encumbered in

debt thaﬁ similar concerns in the Nbrth-west and Goldfields pastoral
areas. It was not surprising to find some small indications of

a tendency in West Kimberley to revert to sheep-grazing. C&iwyn—
yardah wes purchased by w.W.Henwood, the manager of HNoonkanbah,and
developed on his own account as a sheep run, vhile, in 1938; Kidman's
heirs sold their last remaininﬁ Kimberley property, Yeeda, to the
‘ownbru of Loonkanbah, George Pawlej and associates. This firm

had sone idea of convertlnr Yeeda fron.cautle to sheep, but the

intervention of the Second World War, and ultimate doubts as to

Just as the better prices for beef, as conpared to
vcol, had motivated the change from,sheep to cattle in West
Kimberley in the 'nineties, so it might have been expected ﬁhat
the roversal o? this position would cause & rsturn to sheep. This

did nOU happen. Powulbly few cattle-owners felt that they could

stand the cost of fencing and re-stockiny. Cattle prices remained

lov.during the 'thirtieg, Fremantlc returns seldoa averaging morec
than £10 a head, The trade_could notv have been carried on with

even the most meagre margin of profit, had not the State Shipping

' wlth tables taken from staﬁiotics on’ pp. 6? 725 787 and 82,
7 : lount Anderson and Noonkanbahs one small,one large.
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Service, despite loss of revenue, reduced the freight rate on

cattle shipped from Derby ffom 90s. per head in 1931 t§ 655,
in 1935. Despite these adverse conditions, some stations
contimued to work on boring and fencipg, and'on such propertieg -
as Gogo, Fossil Downs, and Lulugui, dehorning and speying were
kept up. . L I o RN

In East Kimberley,the adoption of the chilling
process at the Wyndham Meatworks,and the increased demand in
Britain consequent upon’thé Cttawa agreemént, had provided an
assured market,but had not created any great rise in prices.
The new manager of the Meatworks (J.J.Farrell) was responsible
for an enlargement in the capacity of the plant, so that,
in 1937, a récord nﬁm?er:o£.39,212 cattle were treated,at an
the Bast Kimberley cattle_indust:y out of its long stagnation.
No new capitalist had been aﬁtra¢t§d_§9 thig uﬁ?empting prosnect,
and the mild activity of the Vestey interests in Avstralia
about 1934 had resulté@iin few changes of policy. Reguler
inports of herd bulls were made on several of their stations,

but it was understood.phgt Vesteys' pquld defer any major

projects until phe Commpnwealth Gpvgrnment bad prqvided the
cattle country with a railway, either from the termimus of

the Darvin railiay, at Birdum, to Daly Waters, or from Wyndhem

~to a point near t@e.Nbrthe:n Terfiﬁory bordér, due east dfu‘“'ﬁ

Hall's Creck. ©Such railways, as well as more extended lines,
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that the returns from freighting cattle would warrant the heavy

capital expenditure., However, in 1937, the Commonwealth Government

appointed yet another invesiigation comﬁiﬁtée:(g)

"To inquire into the land and land industries of the
Horthern Territory of Australia, and generally into the potential-
ities of that region, and to lay down a plan of development for the
next twenty-five years.” 4

Two Queensland men, W.Le Payne, and J ok .Fletcher,
constituted the board of inquiry. -The;r report is generally regarded
as an able and authorifative sﬁatemenf, Among other featurés, it
recormended railways in thélBafkiy_Tab}eland, and iﬁ the hinterland
of Wyﬁdham'—; the latter proceédiﬁg doun the Ord Valley,and thence

a little way across the Northern Territory border, to a point north

(10)

of" Gordon Downs. Dayne ard Fletcher wrote: = . . . .~ . . . . .

"In neither of these localities would a railway be
justified nerely for the tranaport of cattlie,as such transport is
not 2 paying prorosition,owing to the fact that it does not provide
any substantial back lozding., PBul the consiruction of railways to
these districts would enable considerable areas to be utilized for

' sheep, and this entirely alters the outlook."

While making it cleae that unsound working nethods were largely
rezponsible for lossesz on cattle in the Ord valley and thﬁ'adjaCent
Territory courtry, rnyna and Fletcher gave thcir opinion that this S

aree included thirteen million acres of potential shcep couniry,the

development of which would justify a railuay to wyndham. How the

8 : Commonwealth Parliamentary Papers,vol. iii,p. 725 et seqe (1920~21
9_ Ibida 1937"9, VOlo iV, PPe 813‘9259 L . :
10: Ibid, p. 854 (p. 30 of Report.).
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suitability of this country for sheep-grazing had been attesté& E
eight years earlier by lefroy and Evans, yet it is a remarkable |
fact that,despite the unsatisfactor& cordition of the cattle market,
hardly one of the East Kimberlgy.owners éttempte@ to experiment in

sheep. While lack of funds may have prevented the smallholders

from trying this alternative, the lafge firms seemed to lagk gdapt-
ability -- possibly a result of company control from London or
Sydney. lany cattleﬁen,too,entertained a ﬁraditional prejudice
against sheep. Payne and_?letcher :eéommended that the Federal
and Staté governments.should confgr with the large lessees who
controlled»ﬁost of the land along the proposed route,with a view

to arranging the resumption'of portion of the land suitable for

be granted for the Kinberleys, so as to place this area, for purposes
of deve lonmcnt, on the sane footing as the ¢err1tory. Purthermore,

they submitted that a system of tariff rebates should bo arranged

in the Kimberleys. Under the high protectionist policy of the

vere subgect to qulte heavy autles on impo*ted machlnery and other

necessities for developrment, as well as a petrol tax which at that

time stood at Hd. per gallon. Such impositions increased prices

11 : Ibid. p. 57.
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already made heavier byAf?eigpt costs,‘qu were in pert responsible
for the high cost of living in a district already handlcapped by
rather unfavourable economic and environmental conditions. The
Commonwealth would have sustained no great loss of revenue from
the suspension of these'taXe§_in th? Np:th,and”such a policy.might
have had the\psychologiqal effect qf stimulating investment in

improvements, In drawing attention to the injurious effects of

the tariff, the Payne-Fletcher Comm;ssiqn rendered useful service,

and it is regrettabls thaﬁ no Commonwealth Treasurer has yet seen
£it to experiment wiﬁhltheir §ugg§sti9ns,

Nevertheless, the publication of the Payne-Fletcher
Report was provocativé of soue inﬁeregt.v A§ ;east one large East
Klmberlpy legsee -- the “aubhnon natate --‘ann up an 1nspector on
to its Uropartlés, Llosadell, Alice Downs, and tahel Do»rs, to
report on the possibilities of uhesp-“aiu*ng, but desplt fairly
favourable indications,no action was takgn.(?“) The Hen, John
licEven, Comonwealth Hln“ster for rfome and Territories, uncertook
an official tour of the district in the dry season of 1938, after
‘which the Cbmmonwéaith Comﬁiséibﬁei 6f R&iiways stated that
‘surveyors would be sent up'tijlotlthe track‘qf a‘railwgy south

(13)

from Wyndhan. The inte“venticn of the Munich cricis, however,
and subsequent preparations for uar, seem to have led official

circles to lay aside the good intentions fsrmihg’ﬁt that tine.

Durack,M.P. : Diaries, August 14th,1938.

123
13 : Ibid. August 8th,1938.
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World rearmament prograﬁmes caused interest to be -
directed tn Yampi Sound, north of Derby, where rich deposits of iron
ore were known to exist on Koolan and Cockatoo Islands, ~ In 1935, e E
Brasserts & Co.,a British firm, were granted a lease of Koolan Island (14)
They proposed to develop the field with capital provided by the ﬂippon
Mining Company, which, ag its name Guggesﬁga, originated in Japan, to
which it was intended té ship the iron ore. The Comonwealih Govern-

ment specifically stated that no embargo would be pl&ce& on the export

e

of iron ore(js),and'by 1937, the State Government had agreed to grant
a concession for the prort.of 15,000;000 tons of Yampi irbn ore,over
a fiffeenéyear period, Iroﬁ oré-béing a very hea&y cargo,ships could
not be lozoded to full capacity,'leavihp ample space for the export of
Vet Kinberley catils on the hoof on each Japan-bound vessel, It was . .|
known that Japan was already importing beef from South America, and
the Promier (J.C.Milleock) Bhought thet there was tevery indication
that a valuable trade would have developed in the export of cattle.!
However, withoul any warnirg, the Commonuealth Gévernment suddenly
reversed its policy, and, on IE3'19th,103 8, placed an embargo on the i

export of iron ore fron Australia. This meant an end not only to the

market for himberley livestock. ﬁillcock was moved to sond prote¢ts

14 : For a description of the vwhole conbieversy over iron exporis.to
Japan, see Shepherd,J. : Australia's Interests and Pollcies in
* the Far East (I.P.R. 1939) : pp. £0-97. '
Cemmonvealth- Parliamext&ry Dﬂbatas,Seotembﬂr 1uth 193(
Lugust 318%,1937. R

15
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to the Cormonwealth Government,but the latter remained adamant. VWhen
these failed, the Premier brought a motlon of proteut before the State
Parliament(16%uring the debate,Willcock and Coverley made much-of the
benefit which would have accrued to the strugsling cattlemeh of Uest
Kimberley if a trade similar td the old Manila livestock outlet had
been developed., The Opposition, under Laﬁham and Keenan, uwere more
guarded in their remarks —; after all,Lyops,the Prime Minister,vas

of their party -- but supported the motion. Private members éo make
interesting contributions to the debate included a Hationalist -,
‘Ross leclarty, a shareholder in Iubilee Downs and Herrima; ﬁho comnented
that the establishment of = chiliing vorks at Dérby would be mﬁre |

likely to induce an export trade with Asia than reliance upon the

4 i (17 ) An independent member,T.J.Hughes,saw the ban as(18):

the tropics,
“the result of a dispute between two groups of capitalists,the
Eastern States group being backed by the Federal Government, and the
other group, psew 0—Eﬁ?11sh ‘and Japanese, being backed by the
Western Australian Governnment.?
The motion was passed in the Lower House,with the support

of all parties, and referred. to the Leglsla 1ve Couneil. llere 1%

net with its 11rgt serious opposition. Once again,the nonconformist

was JoJ H01u903(19) le claimed that the State Government had been -
misled by Brassaerts, as dquumies for the Japanese, and aduitted urging

the Federal Government to émpose the embargo on iron ore exports..

Debates,vol. 101, p. 447 et seq.
Ibid. p. 658, o '
Ibid. p. 666. The roferenoe is pregumably to B.H.F.
Ibid. p. 821 et seq.
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He dlgmlssed the irmediate prospects of tropical agriculture belng
stimulated by the presence of the iron ore trade, and discounted the
possibilities of exporting live cattle from Derby to Japan,because

of the length of the joﬁrney in tropical conditions, and because |
clogser markets in Java and the_fhilippineé'had been:clésed by qﬁaranﬁ-'
ine restrictions ever since pleuro-pneumonig becans ﬁidespread in the
Kimberleys. In conclusion,he took the opportunity of urging that the
Kimberleys should be handed over to the'Federathdvérnméhty;'a moﬁé'?
which Durack,iale, and he had advocated unsuccéssfﬁily dﬁriﬁg1ihﬁméﬁfé

recent tours(20) This speech seens to have'had sbme'effect‘dn the

’.Council, as an amendment was moved to modify the ‘motion %o a: reques»

that the Federal Governmeqt should provide sone compensatory develop-

nental scheme to make up for the loss of the Japanese trade.‘ Loq SVeT,

Holmes received utrong opp031tion from a fellow-member for Horth

(21)
Province, George idles, who considered his estinate far too pessimishic.
Dventunlly,the motion was “balked out", as Parliament was prorogued

before the debate ended. The controversy is of interest for the light

it shed on the conflicting opinions cn the potéhtialitiés of the

district held at the time, ven by those who should have b sen Well-

informed. L , T TR U U DR P

It vas scarcely surprising, when cxperts differed
so completely, that governnents vere reluctant 6 propound any large-

scale scheme for the development of the"Kiﬁbérleyé;' iﬁ&eéd,uﬁtilt1936,

20 : Durack,M.P. : Diaries, Soptember 6th “nd 7th,1938
21 ¢ D ba+eg,vol 102, pp.-1320«44.‘ o
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the North-West portfolio in the Statg Cabinet was held by men with
no personal experience of the district.__Ihg Wijlcock Government
broke boldly with tradition. The appointment of F.J.S.Wise, and,
after his transfer in.j939,'of A.A.M.Coverley,,made for a more _
sympathetic official approach. It was during Hise's‘?erm of office -
that another State ship, the "Koolama", was obtained to supplement
the "Kcolinda'. . ‘

In extolling the potentialities of the Kimberleys,
however, George Miles had been influenced by circumstanpes entirely
irrelevant to the Yampi Sound propositlon. He was,at the tinme,
nurs;ng a closer settlemept schene of a rather novel nature. In

é . the early part of 1938, he had taken a tyip to Great Britain,
having a cornzsszon to find a buver for the Connor,Doherty and

...... bufdck 4r§p°f*iés; vﬁe.réQufnéd Qlih én'offef ;foﬁ 6ﬁe'Di{ Stein-
berg, formerly a lenshivik Cabinet Minister in Russia, gnd now
secretarj of the Jewish Léagﬁe.. The league, an organisation for

the welfare of refugeecs from the anti-Semitic portions of ZEurope, ]

proposed buying the Connor,Doherty & Durack holdings for £180,000
'''''' stérling, with a view to subdivision and the settlement of home-
22 | |
""""" less-refugees.( -)rﬂt»first,the.State Government was inclined to .

be unfavourable to the schemé,'and the Pederal authorities "not

very encouraging®". It was believed that the Jeus were more

ancnable to city life than to apricultural pursuits. There was
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in the Fitzroy valley had comerto nothing; but then, this earlier
pian had contempl&téd enploying the refugees in the entirely
unsuitable occupation of pig—raising.(ZB)

| Steinberg proved persistent., Jewish setﬁlers; he
pointed out, had already made good in the Jordan valley‘ln 8 cllmate
rather worse than that of East Kimberley. 3Besides continuing a
pastoral pursuits, his settlers would engage in cotton-grdwing and
the culture of other tro?ical crops. He also énviéaged }hezéréation
of irrigation settlements and villages, leading to the devaibpmént
of secondary industries,'alﬁhbugh to uvhat extent the migrants would
be accepped by the other inhabitants of the district was a question
left unonswersd. Steinberg hoped the settlement would prove o strong-
hold of orthodox Jewry, from wﬁich the settle:s‘gogldvnqt‘&rifi South
ﬁ ubé Vztleb.( 4y Tiektﬁought of settlement dnd develonmeﬁu in the

enpby o O“uh proved irresistible to the Staie Government. After an

nspection tour by Steinberg in June 1939, they adnitied the

[N
@

feasibility of the scheme, and by August had assented to Steinberg
approaching the Federal Governzvenu to permit the entry of these
'migrants. Subject to their approval,the Staha Govefnménﬁ uoﬁl&‘
confer with the Jewish Lcaaue s.represeniatives regard ng the -
conditions of settlement. Thése_con&iﬁions included the scrutiny
of refugees by migrant officers apﬁointeﬁ'by he Government and

paid by thc‘Leagﬁe 3 ths eSuabli shnent of @ bodj of reputable

Debates,vol. 101,p. §23.

23 2 R
2/, 3 Cf. Steinberg end Melvills = Investig&tlonﬂ in Lasuiuhib rluy '

Reglon of Wes tern énstrdlia andin: Ior%hﬁrn ewr¢tory in,RFSﬁeﬂt |

. A




Jewish citizens in Perth, to stand guarantors for the scheme 3§ the
- maintenance of Education Department standards #n any schools that
were established; and an u@derstanding that the Government would be
under no liability to provide public works in the Settlemgnt area
during the first three yearsrof th¢ experiment; Furthermore,dill-
cock strongly advised concentration on "an extensive and effective
pastoral occupation."(ZS)
The interveption of the Second World Yar put an end
~ to this particular scheme. On the other hand, the war alse fore-
shadowed better prices for bgef,muﬁton and wool. Increased primary
production was in demand. In larch 1940,the ﬁinisﬁer for lands
(F.J.8.4ise) appointed the Surveyor-General (V.V.Fyfe) to report
upon the financial and economic DOS’thD of the pastoral 1ndvst*y

.................... (26)

the 1easenéld areas of Je tern AgstraLla. .“jtbcu!h PrivquT"
initiated at the reguest of the Pasﬁoralists' Lssociation, *o
investigate the disabilitiez of the doourht-siricken Uorth-Yesh
sheep country, Fyfels field of_vurvey included uh@ Kimberleys. T
information gathered included rumerovs questionnagres on which

(27)

dsta was supplied by station ﬁdnégérs. Fyfe reiterated the
- need fcr authoritative research into thn potentialities of the
district, and the classification of the lower Ord»in rcspecti

to its suitability for irrigation, He suggested that the proposal

25.: Willcock-Steinberg,August 25th,1939 : qudted Debates,vol. 104,
pp. 1817-8. Cf, Debates,. vol 103, rp- ”0o—715; ard vol. 104,
ppo 1812“9’ .

26 : Votes and Prcceedinﬂs, 1949, o. 23.

27 : These were no%t made avail&blo for ths purposss of this ﬁhe ia.

o —,

o “./ T
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to investigate the construction of a railway in East Kimberley should
be deferred until after the war, when it might be found that a good
aain road was more sultable.  Another regular feature of past reports

vhich turned up again in Fyfe's paper was investigation into the

possibility of a meatworks at Derby. There was no novelty abouﬁ any

of these suggestions,but since at no time in the past had they been

translated into action, Fyfe had litile alternative but to repeat thenm.
Private enterprise took a hand inrfurnishing est

Kimberley with a meatworks. In.1940,‘tuo sons of the manager of the

WUyddhan Heatworks (J.J.Farrell) urdertcok the construétion of a small

- private meatworks at Broome. The Farrell brothers had already bought

Thangoo station,outside Broome, and this may have influcnced then in
rreferring this town to Defby. Cther factors influencing their deci-
éibﬁ iﬁciu&éd‘tﬁé fe&iv&l.af.pi§3§efiﬁﬁ inlihé Bfoémévmétﬁér;of;péafl
industry; preference for the shipping facilities of Broome; and the
pleasanter 1livinz conditions of the old pecrling port. The great
drawbﬁck vas that nost of the stations in the supply ares vere s;tuateﬁ |
in the Fitzroy valley,from_which'Derby vas easier of access. The
stock route‘between the Fitzroy and Brbome‘was not of the best.
Nevertheless, having found a suitable site, the Farrell brothers
proceeded with their original plans,and opened thgir'plant for‘opera-
tions in 1941. TFrices were regulated on_S;ﬁilar lines to those paid
at Wyndham, but the provision of this additional outlet, coupled with
a'grddﬁai npwdrdbtfehd in the Ffemahﬁlé ﬁdrkei; ﬁrigbfeﬁed‘piosyaété'

fom the West Kirterley céﬁ&léﬁaﬁ.
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© into northern soil types and rainfall,Durack urote:(29)

‘considersd in this country,and it is thought that the lack of

. He attributed the lack of effective‘development in Bast Kimberley

existence vafour_monopqu igiere sts, which: ( O) R o

30

;ADevelopmental work was also mootedafor East~Kimb§rley,and in
association with plans for the utilisation of the Ord River, two %
names must be mentioned -- R.J.Dunas and K.M.Durack. The latter, |
a graduate of the Muresk Agficulﬁural College, which ﬁas producgd
several of the more progressive younger pastofalists of the
present day, had had étatiqn experience on the Connor;Doherty and
Durack properties, including the pe;iod»of Steinberg's-researches.
Durack,in 1941,produced a sCientifica}iy-based study of the
potentialities of the area iﬁ a manuscript,"Developing the Hbr%ﬁgz

:

Basing his findings on the researches of Professor J.A.Prescott

The writer is of the opinion that a white commnity
covld flourdsh in such an enviromment, provided modern conveniences
and comforts in the form of zeod housing accormodation and refrig-
eration, are coupled with a good balenced diet. Diet is hardly

impertance attached to this factor is largely responsible for
the reputed unhealihy rature of the wet geason.®

to five factors : isolaticn, the lack of any enviromzental pressure
to compel developnent, pasiure problems, the lack of incentive to

inprove the product sent througn the wvndham Meatworks, and the

"Capable by reason of their monopoly of controlling
the economy of the district,have not been mctivated by any definite.
policy of aevnlopﬁenﬁ i E : '

28 :(Archives,FR 430). Typescript ¥3, 4o, 39 pp. : Presented to

the Departments of Lands and Agriculture.
29 ¢ Ibid. p. 5¢ R
Ibid. p. 17. The referbnce is prcﬂuuably 1o Bovrll,Vesuejs, P
daunbtons, and Connor,Doherty & DnracL i
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yearé hence, but for sen51ble administration now", he advocated

the establishment of a research station at Ivanhoe, where experiments
could be conducted in tropical agriculture, and in finding ﬁasture
plants vhose cultivation would compensate for the loss of the
country's virgin freshnéss. In the same year (1941), the State
Governnent sent up R.J.Dunas to inspect the Ord River Gorge, and to
report upon its sultability fbr uée as a damsite. The possibility
of damning the Ord bad already been suggested, some yeérs earlier,
by the Engineer for the North-West (Geoffrey Drake-Brockman). So -
little action had béen taken_tc gnquire into this scheme,that it

ié s#id that Dumas found the mﬁst helpful information abou£ the

| 1)
layout of the country in Swmxveyor Nyaulsy's field-books of 1885.(3

S  .,” .Dunas returned from his visit impresced with the feasibility of =

tha schgne, and in 1942 sent up a surveying party to the proposed
darmgite,  In the =zane }ear, eyperlnents in tropical agricult wre and

in pasture improvement were commenced at Carlton‘Reach on Ivanhoe
station, Kim Durack being appointed to this undertaking.

Meanwhile,hovever,the outlcok for the Kimberleys had

been radically altered by the entry of Japgn into ths Second World

War,on December 7th,194f. Within the next four wmonths,this nmation
A

conquered.ghlaya, the Fh#lippines,and the Eetherlgnds_E&st Indies,

and the Kimberleys faced o very real threat of invasion. Broome

and Wyndham were bombed, and-gqmen and children'uere év&cuated‘from[' '

31 Draxe—Brockman, Henrietta s The horthyhest Horiaon (Paterson,
Perth, 1946) : p. 59. (Of. pp. 57-64.)
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the éoastal ports,some South,and some inland. The local ﬁnit of
the Volunteer Defence Corps enlisted everf able~bodied man in the
district,and prepared for the coming of the Japanese., It still
remains o hotly debated point as to whether the distriet wduld have
been a bandoned by the authorities in ths event of an invasion.
tevertheless, there was surrris 1rgly little disruption in the
conduct of the pastoral industry. There was no parallel to the
mass exodus from Darwin,when Jack Kilfoyaa obéerved(BZ)

"many carlcads of men fleeing from a likely war zone,
some of the men nearly hysterical from the way they spoke whillst
drinking at the Bar of Bill f%urce ] Daly Waters Hotel.”

Instead, apart from labour shortages caused by enliste-
renus, the pastoralists of the ¥ Kimberley District, and, indeed, of
the whole of northern Australia, continued, as far as possible;
the nermal conduct of their stations' routine. &z in the First
Horld Har period,therc was a succession of good seazsons. The weﬁ

sezson of 1941-2 approached record propertions in the majority of

N

the district, and the following twe years were alsc favourable, It
is one of the ironies of Kimberley history that the bost run of
seasons for at least itwenly years occurred ¢t a tlms when thc

ooudtteru could not make the beat usc of them to recover thelr

former prosperity, and stark pu*tlnv the*r runs into good shape.

b

All improvements hed to cease, and in ?act, many - o¢ the werchants

in Perth were ignorant for months at a time of conditions amongst

32 : Rosewood journals, December 18th, 1941,




285,
The ml;;yary and alr force camps at Noonkanbgh'made heavy demands,
whilst the sinking of the “Koolama“ by enemy action off Wyndhan
placed the whole burden of civilian supplies on the "Koolinda?. There
is a widespread tradition in the district that the Japanese spared
the latter ship because of the part it played in rescuing Japansse
pearling crews during the cyclone of 1935.
The chief problem was marketing, The Wyndhan Meatworks
did not operate in 1942,1943, or 1944. During the months of crisis
in 1942, there.was consideraﬁle ﬁncertainty_as to whether they would
not bé bloun up,-either thréugh ehémy action, or to prevent invaders
 gaining possession of then in the event of a‘Japanese landing. Stoc%
could not be shipped from Wynﬂh_m or Dorby, as both these ports were
ap@roached by‘a‘narrqw Qhannelluhich rmade any veszel attenpting the
nassage a verfect itarzet for hgstile aircraft, Broome, a morc oren
vory, alone remined., The pleyro-line restrictions were removed,
incidentally with considerable lowg to the cwners around Broome,iéA)
and est Kinmberley catile uere_311pp¢d fron Broome dvring the var
' period. ‘In addition,the Brbcme ﬁedtworks, which had been rartly
dlqnnntlad by order of the Commonwealth Governzent in 1942, wag re-

’assamblca and enlarged, and worked durlnb thP war years. Lhe Common—

wealth Government acled as stock agents, buying up &ll bullocks ot

Cf. correppondence betweén Southern Cross Engine & Windmill Co.

33
and J.A.C.Kilfoyle, Varch to September,1942. (Rosbhoca papers)s
34 s lr. Kim Male,then manager of Roebuck Plains, estimates that one-

third of the 12,000 cattle on this station were lost through
~pleuro-pneumonia vhen the reutrlcblong uere removedo ‘



cauthorities vere moved on by easy stages to the railheads of Alice

Springs or Queen lund. Prices ecedved for stock werc not the best,

36

2%6.

a flat rate of £5 a head. J.J.Farrell,as agent for his sons, was in
gharge for the duration of the war. |

~ Two outlets were provided for East Kimberley cattlemen.'
The Canning Stock Route was re-Serviced, and, in July 1942, under
a veteran drover, Fred Terone:’, 400 bullocks from Hoola Bulla were
sent down to the railhead at Wiluna.(BS) Between then and October 1943, |
2150 cattle in all traversed this Foute, of uhich 930 cane from -
Moola Bulla, and 1220 from priﬁate ownerse Droving costs cane to £3
a head, and sales were effegﬁedrat 87730/"-.(36)Thé main market,
howevef,was provided in‘therﬂbrthern Territory,vhere there vag a large
concentration of troops, The Corwonw calth Governnent aprointed Wave

Hill station, one of the Veatey cha ain, as ~the receiving depct, and

g4
Katherine, vhere lilling facilities wore provided, as the distributing
centre. Cattle verc wvalked to Wave Hill from verious stations in

the Zost Kimberley district, and, althovgi the main stock routes

vere fully utilised,some little-known overlanding stazes were brought

-~

back into service. Those cattle which vere not required by the army

ranging from £4 to ¢5, but the tLrn-on fron gagt {imberley wasg

(37)
raintained at the sane fiﬂure as for former years- ’

o

35 : loola Bulla journals, ApriI-July,1942, passmm,: June 2nd 1943.
Debates, vols 112, pe 11984 - .

Figures 1llustrative of the number of Dast Kimberle" treated
-are not available at Wave Hill. UINo pérmanent recor d exists,
unless in army files imaccessible to the writer, Contemporary = o
station records,however,indzcate 8 malntenance cf normal turn-pff

" es as

37

K




2974

In the weool industry of West Kimberley,the improvement

policies of the 'thirties were bearing fruit. The number of sheep

had steadily increased. In 1943,the Kimberley Pastoral Company was

shearing 86 »000 sheep, a flgure reminiscent of the boom days forty
years prcv1ously, and sent away a record wool con31gnment (38) The
station owners,however,camg torrealisevthat such large numbers, as
well as equalling the records o£.1900f1914, might have a simi;ar |
effect in denuding the land a?ound the borgs,just és the river i
frontages had been eaten bére.rrThey therefore adopted a policy of
restricting stock ﬁnmbcrg to an ertent computlblb with the carrying

(39)

capacity of the watering poznts. _Blou$ly stri?e occurrea at

(40)

Mount Anderson in 1942, but, fortunately did not spreade. Wallabies

and le“Oq remained the shﬁepownbrﬂ' most serious n;tp:al enégies,'
. ”“e>1m§orbancc of the war years in the Kimberleys lies

in the fact th;t they drew th atiention of the rest of Australia‘to

the problens and poteptval; Jta of the district. Thousands of service~

men, vho might otherwisg hava rema*rbd 1n uttor ignorance of the

llorth, vere stationed in #his axea._ Considerations of defence compelied

the attention of both Fedér#l-énﬁ State Governnents to the developménﬁ

of the territory vhich hed seened é danger-spot for invasion. Projects

for advancenent began to emorgef“While megs’s surveyors vere

undertaking estimates for a gravity rasonry dam, cepable of holding

38 : "West Australian®,Jenuary 2nd, 1943 s+ cfs station records, o

29 : Cf. Appendix V. After re achinn a total of 321,22 sheep for the
district in 1942, the number has since constan*ly declined, -

40 : Jenkins,C.H. : Entomological Problems of the Ord River Irrigation
Area. (Journal Dept., Ar.,ZPd Sutl@ﬂ, =rii, 2, "pe 131 ¢ 1944
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f,BS0,000 acre feet of water; which might be built at the gorge
of the Ord for an approximate cost of £1,500,000, preliminary
researches at Carlton Rgach,further.down the river,vere finding
uses for such irrigation. K.M.Duratk reported primcipally
experimghls with pasture grasses,both irrigated (such as Rhodes
grass, lucerne, and paspalum) and natural (such as Mitchell,
Flinders, birdwood and buffel, the last an accidentally-

intreduced newcomer which was doing well,self-sown,in patches

on the West Kimberley ccast). EXpe;imental crops included cotton,

soya bean, peanut, maize, millet, and grain sorghums,the last
of ‘which vere "outstandingly successful”.(41) Another officer

of the Department of Agriculture,G.H.Burvill, nade a soil

survey of the East Kimberley area,and reported serious. erosion, - -

A further report by F.G.lledealf indicated that largared River,
Lamboo,; Turner, and'Ord_River were among the stations worste
(¢feéied, 21thourh all;the Ord yallay propertics suffered water
erosion to some‘extent.(42}:1t‘was.clear that this country
required intelligent treatment. In 1945,by co~opgration betwéeﬁ

the State Departmept of Aﬂriculturé and €.5.1.R(0,, a larger

experimental area on the Ord was obtalncd no° far from Ivanhoe .
honestead,and there the development of the permanent Kimberley

Research Statlon was bevun. ‘

41 s Durack, K.M.:Thg Monsoonal North of Western Australia. . . . .

(Journal of "the Department of Agriculture, vol. xxii, second
series, No. 3, pp. 248-27, i Septerber 1945.)

42 : Medcalf's report,dated 1944,is held in typescript at the
Departments of ILands and of Agricultures
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‘Heanwhile, in December 1944, the State Government appointed

a comittee,with the Director of Works (R.J.Dumas) in the chair,to

prepare a case for submission to the CommqnW¢alth Government for
financial aid in relation to a general @evelopment sgheme for the
Kimberleys and the Korth-wesf. The Pasporalists’ Assogigtion '
appointed its own committee to formulatg.recomﬁendations.(AB)_The
representatives of the two Kipberleys‘gere M.P.Durack and John ‘
Forrest. Uthile much‘of.the reﬁqrt relatqd to the Horth-West sheep

country, the following quotations mention matters affectingz the

Kimberleyss=--

"Income derived from primary production,mining,and fishing
should be tax-free, as in the Northern Territory, if this is consist-
ent with Sections 51 and 117 of the Commonwealth Constitutione.s.e

"The Wyndhan Meatworks should be reopened,and Commonwealth

- agsistance sourht in subsidising ii,because of its services o Horthern
oy 15 ? i

Territory pastoralists. At certain periocds of the year,fat bullocks
%o the works have to travel over long dry sitages; permanent walers

should be providad so that there QFOhlJ be no stretch of more than

fiTteen to twenty miles. It would be of inestimable benefit to the

cattle industry if holdirg grounds carrying adequate pastures could
be provided in close proximity to the meatworks,so that cattle
intended for processing could be spelled and conditioned afte

K3
il
oLy

Jong walks from the runs on which they sre growne....

Sirnce the port of Derby is much glven to silting,

vconsideratlon ray be given to the creation of a deep-water oatpo%t....

"Boning works should be built at Derby,so that an cconomic

uae amy be found for cowz and old beasts not required for the Fremantle
market .’

Concerted action should be taken to reduce such vermin as kangaroos

43 : Published in 1945 by the Pastoralists! Association as “The -
Pastoral Industry in Horth-West Australiat® (96 DP. ), from
which are taken the extracts quoted.-
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‘comnittees seemed to indicate that the State Government planned to

initiate a comprehensive postwar plan for the rehabilitation of the

and dingos, which were again attaining plague proportions.  With
rezard to dingos, there was evidence of a curious malpractice:

"0f the total number of dingo scalps presenﬁed for
payzent of bonus in Western Australia,by far the biggest pwoportion
is submitted in the Kimberley area, the number from Hall's Creek being
particularly high. The conclusion is insscapable that scalps of many
dingos catiht in the Northern Territory are eventually presented for
pajwent of the higher bonus ruling in Western Australia,"

The Commonwealth Govermment was requested to correct this anomaly.
The number of scalps was also increased by the surreptitious inclusion
of mongrel dogs from the blacks! camps.

The official.Stéto Committec endorsed these and other
recormmendations, and suggéste&_dtﬁér amenities, such as the extension
of the State dental services the-grant of a cubsidy to schoolchildfen
vho had %o be educated in the'South pending the possible erdction of

a llorth-West high school; “the reﬂulaulon of petrol and oil stpplies
that North-West prices should be no higher than those ruling in
Ge 1ldton; and an airmail subsidy, so that postal material night be
carrded at the rates dpplylng o surface mail. Anti-erosion measures
were edvocated, but the Committee.éaw ne necessity for a large-scale

conversion from cattle to sheep. They predicted that the former

industiry,if based on 1rprovod vater sunnlieo and p“ddogkinb, might

prove more profitable, Eoreaver,the State Government should appoint
an officer to investigate the possibilities of overscas livestock -

trade,espe€ially in the Hear Horth. The appointment of . these
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Kimberley District._ Internally,cqnditions were most pfomising.

A fairly poor season in 1945 did not entirely offset the good |
effects of the three preceding yegré; gnd the marketing position
seened safe, The Commonwealth Governnent had found markets for
the Broome Meatworks in Ceylon, Kenya, and South Africa, and while
none of these could be considered as a»major outiet, they offered-
an avemue of development which,fron considefations of geography,

vas of more promise to the Kimberleys than to any other part of

Australia, Uhen the Wyddham lieatworks re-opened in 1945, 1t was

_assured of a receptive market in neat-rationed Britain. England's

oxtremity wés Australia’s opportunity. It could not be foreseen
that the Peron Government in thé Argentine would attempt to dictate
higher‘prices‘to'the'British'Government,and-thus-imcline the - -
Ministry of Food to'cgltivate Australign égodwill; but the outlook
alrcady secned secure.

Hitﬁin the district there vere also prospects of
improvemeht. The Departmenﬁ of the Army, as compensation for the

over-use of the "Great llorthern Highway' in the Kimberleys,offered

weather road from FitZroj Crossing to Derby,which would follow
a direct tfack,instead of the winding old»rqad along the Fitzroy -

River. lbreover,the departure of the services made mch Army

" Disposal naterial available to the*squaﬁtgrs. - Hissen huts,trucks,r

jeeps, bulldozers, and other mechanised units were converted to -




302. y

the use of the pastoral industry,and hastened the departure of the
use of mule-pover. To the war period“al§oudates-the final disappear-
ance of "shin—plasters“ as a form of currency . This era was marked
by an advance into the Leopold country again. The deﬁelopment of
small runs in various pockets by Maxted, Ruddick, the Omiths, Plant,
and others; the formation by Quilty of Arizona out-station, not to
nention the rather earlier_gstablishment of Dave Rust-at Karungie,. j
Fred Russ at Gibb River, and Frank lacy at Mount Elizabeth - still
inaceessible except by pack-horse -- were all well under way by the
conclusion of the var. .Thi' was not eagy _country to devclop,remote
as it was from morkets a: “upply ccntres. It 1nd Lted the manner
in which intending smallholders were forced to the oubskirts of the
. district,because the best and most centrally situated land was all '%
under lease,in some case ;o abscntee interssts which were still |
finding excuses fo irjctiv1ty in "ingeccurity of *onu?n". In East
Himberley, the position at this time, and for some years after, é

was cummarised thus;(44)

e
SR

o "/hile it is obvious that some owners arc most anxiocus

to improve,and are finding it difficult to pget supplics of varicus
naterials in order to carry out such work,they are getiing materials -
slowly and by degrees, while others give you the impression that the =
shortage of motericl cry is only an excuse for them to do nothing.”

Some parts of Zast Kimberley, including portions of the
land held by large absentee interests, were known as "the slun area

~of Kimberley", not only because of the condition of their homesteadsif

L s Bucganah;G;A.: Report to the Pastoral Appraisement Board,1951: .|
pt . ) ) L ] v - ST




" was noticeable. After remaining about 1Qd. from 1943 to 1946, wool -
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vhich in - some cases dated back to the turn of the century, but
because they included the worsﬁ—eroded and most under-improved land

under settlement. .Although the 1nfle21billty and inattention to

detail characteristic of absenuee company control may be held
responsible for some of the lands in this condltlon,unprogressive
smallholders aloo shared the blame -a factor frequently 1gnored 3
by those seeklnc a scapevogt for the backuardnesa of cultlvation |
in nlmberley. With dyndham prices 1~anvlno from £6 183. in 1945 to
£8 19s. in 1948, the early postwar years should have secn moret
1mprovement in Bast himberley than vas in fact the case, Té vhat
ek{ent this failure tofinvest-in 1mprovemenus vas due to tﬁe need’
to pay off'déb{é incurred to tﬁe(bdﬁks‘ﬁefofe the.wér.canno‘ be

deterﬁined. uUCh a Lactor should not have weighed ovazmuch with

the larger pastoral firns. Fowevor,the writer L ows of cases where
a pastoralist, having extricated his properiy from debt after
a sustained effort, resclved never azain %ov&raw an overdraft;éven
although this might result in the pogtpﬁnemen% or calssion of |
necessary improvenents,

In Yest Kimbo:ley,whoro livestock returns were

sonewhat better, and vhere the vool industry was bringing phenomonally

increasing returns to the sheep ctations, more cvidence of progress

wen o 57d. by. 1949-50 and 143d. in 1950-51. All alonv the Fltzroy

in sheep and qat le p”operties alike, bcr*n? for sub-artesiun wate;

%

was proceeding at an accelerated rate. lors attention was being pai&
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to herd controL The leading station in ihis respeét, Gogo, was
speying extensively. In 1944 and 1945, 4,000 heifers were treated
each year on largaret Downs and Cherrabun.(”S) An attenpt was being
made by the manager,Millard,to eliminate by beasts uitl; any trace
of white in their colouring, such animals being sensitive 'f,o photo=~
sensitisatig;; the ultra—violet rays of a tropical sun made vhite-
skinned beatbs more susceptible to skin cumcers and to wastage.
Before 1illerd's death,in 1953, all trace: of vhite had been eliminated
from the hides of over ninety pei- cent of tle herd. His neighbour,
Willian ifacdonald, at _Fossil Downs y was re:perimenti.ng_in an entirely
differen£ direction. élreadﬁ well—known ‘or the magnificent homestead
and men's quarters which he had hed built from locel uaterials,
incdonald now undertool: the formation of ¢ 1oll shorthorn stud. This,
the firvst registered stud in the tlorth, wiz devoted ia polled catile,
for lbacdonald held that horned cattle werd cubject to unnecessary
bruising and gorinz in itransit as livestod:, and that dchorning,while
it resulied in better prices for cattle sc {rcated, was a Yedlcus

and unsa‘i‘,isfactorsr process'.'(z"é)_: Ead the ok of :Lll*;*r*d and lacedonald
been parallceled elsewhers,the standard of z;;:i:‘fﬁl hugbandry would have

improved perceptibly. I=ny squatters,hcwwrer,were more willing to

criticise than to imitate innovators. !
i

————

Gogo station records (maintained on {ae property).

45 é
46 ¢ Macdonald,l.M.M, s Kimberley Poll Shortkorns (Sands and lMacdougall,

Perth,1951.)
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lﬁeépige’tﬁé érégeﬂp; gé ﬁigé in the Premigr's Office, and
Coverley in the Departmént of the Horth-West, the eighteen monthé
following the end of the Second World Uar say fev imporfant policy
decisions oh the Kimberleys. N?w police and‘posi bffice buildings
were planned for Fitzroy Crossing;_and investigatiogs were pro-
cecding at Hall's Creek, which were. to lead to a proposal to shlft
and re-build the whole ceptre to a new townsite aﬁ the aerodré#eﬁ
at the "liine-Mile". Dependence on the Federal fimancial authop-
ities curbed the outlaj of novernm°nt capital in the florth. In
August 1945, delegates fron the Kimberleys had attended the informal
congress of Hortherncrs’at_Hhim.Creek,“which demanded the abolition
of %axation for Northern primarv oroducers.(47) An ephenmeral

Tlorthern Advaﬁcembnt Lcaﬁue" had appeared at Wyndhanm, w“ore it

seened chlcfly concerned wign the pref rent1“7 troauﬂeﬂt slown

&

-«

by the State Governmment in supn?vinv meatvorkers with anenities

(42)

not available to the toWnspeonlc.
It was left to E.li.Durack, alrcady rmenticned in conjuncticn
with ¢ 13 Carlton research $téti§n, té gt?em tvto head a reform
movenenmt. He stood as an independenﬁ cgndidatg for Kimberley in

the state elections of Earch‘1947, on an,electoralvpolicy

specifically desx«ded for tho district and expressed in his

47 &+ "Northern Times?,August 24th;1945. : _
48 : Ibid. February 4th and 25th,1946. - S e




booklet : "A New Deal for Kimberley". Beisdes reiterating;thg_need
for taxation relief, vermin contfol, and Goyernment-equipped stock
routes, Durack emphasised the need for a sustaingd‘research programne,
preferably to be cafrigd out_by a brancp Department of Agriculture with
headquarters at Broome. He urged Government intervention in several
other respects, including the p;ovision of all-weather highways linking
.Broome,Derby,Hall's Creek and Uyndhanj of Governnent-gponaored mafket
gardens providing all the vegetabig,fruit and similar needs of each
community; adequate water gnd.electrical supplies for the towms - at
present sadly lacking; a High School for Broome, and a #flying teacher?
service to make regular visits to outback stations. He advocated a

. regular fortnightly shiéping service, with generous freight concessions
operating for all fenc1ng,bulld1nb and wqter eupply materlals. To aid
nc‘guaulons,Duracl recomrenaad "Goverameﬂu nl“nts equipped wlﬁn.ﬁoaei‘
rmachinery capable of dealing with the erection of fencing and woter
requirenents of stations™. He wrotm(5 0)

"It should be possible for Stations to submit an anmual
programae of work which would allow for organising the movement of
Government plants throuzh the country. I am of the opinion that the
State should view all applications for the use of these plants impartially

regardless of the present financial position of the apnllcant that

where necessary VCry gcﬁe rous termu be granted to cover the cost of
the vork.®

Despite an intensive campaign,he did not succeed in

capturing Kimberley fron Coverley3uhb von by 389 vctesvto 207. For

49

ne

Durack,K.M. : A New Deal for hmmberley. (Sﬂrvice Printirg Compang, -E
Perth, 1946.) o
: Ibid. p. 9.

\Jt
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Durack's defeat, a number_of reésons have béen given., Foremost is
the traditional sclidarity of the A.W.U.,althgugh Durack aqhieved
the distinction of being the only non-labour candidate éver to win
o majority in the Iabour centres of Wyndham and Cockatoo Island
since 1917.(51) In addition,his views were dismissed by many |
squatters as "too theoretical. His family relationship to the
old Connor,Doherty & Durack interest may have had some influencé
in deciding voters, although hié_policy of widespread Government

intervention in the affairs of the district was contrary io the

rivate- nterprise views of his fauher,M P Durack. However one

oy

reaﬁs the result,lt served to uhOW that Coverlcy - a f"safe Lan"

who could be relied upon to initiate no staetling changes iIn
“adninistrative policy - was in an unassailable position, even to.

a candidate with a programme tallor-made for the distriect. At the
sane election,however,the Wise Government wa 5 defeated,dnd the
Libersl Rogs liclaryvy becams Premier and Minister r the Nbrth-West.
luch was hoped of him as a shareholder in five properties along the
Fitzroy, the most progressive‘porticn of the district; although,in
sore gmarters, a belief existed that,like Sir dames Mitchell, his

" closest attachments iay with the South-ﬁest. There was prevalent

an anecdote, the uuthenticity of ahich could not be guarantecd, |
describing his first visit to the Kimberlpy Reoeurch Station. His

|
7 comment,which had_been,eagerly_awaited by _hlmberley_residents,was  ;55

51 : In Wyndham,Durack polled 27 votes o6 Coverley's 21. At Sockatoo E
Island the figures were 23 to 10. Blsewhere,ﬂoverlcy vas well
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naceusury for future planniﬁb.
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reputed to have been: "What lovely soil! Pity it wasn't down at

Pinjarra or Harvey - it'd bs worth £25 or £30 an acre.”

Meanwhile,within the Kimberley District, the impulse é

towards regional self-consciousness implicit in Durack!s campaign

was showing further signs of life. “Ihrtly as a result of the
ansvers to questionnaires“(sz)sent out by Durack to agcertain -

& consensus of local opinion,thé idea was evolved of the formation

of a Kimberley Development Council. The projected Council's
functions included decentralised administration of therdistrict;
detailed planning for "healthyyprofitable, and extensiva developmenti;
the definition of the capabilities and limitations of the district;
the devising of an efficient system of land use§ the study and

impleﬁentation of methods of improvinb living standsrds; the

elimiration, as far as possible, of dependence on preducts from
the South, ard the establishment of industries for local consunptions
vhe general development of coloured and native peoples; and the

provigsicn of "a rermanent and vital source of encouragement %o

 initiative within the community.” The Council would advise the

State Governﬁént in all matters éffecting developmental policy for

- the Kimberleys, execute vorks' of immediete and vitel concern to = .

the district's welfare, and co-operate with the Federal and State

Governments in conducting ressarch surveys to furnish information

(53)

52

Letter‘from'K.M.Durack'to:present writer,Nbvembaf 12th,1952.
53

"The West Australian®,September 12th,1947:December 5th,1947.
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'Ambitious though this programme was,the existence of 5
such a body might have stimmlated the formu;ation of a policy of
progress. Eight hundred signatures were appended to a petition to
the ILieutenant-Governor (Sir Jameé P;tcﬁell), requesting the 3
formation of a Council, and the project was editorially commended
by "The West Austr&lian".(SA) However, it shared the melancholy fate
of all previous associations of northerners.‘ Posgibly there were .

too many{diverse opinions about fundamentals, Distance was also
a factor, Broome.and Wyndham are five hundred miles apart, and,

- even today, there is not a great7déalhof mtual contact or under-
standing. -Parochialism has had more than its fair amount of
influence on plans for the Kimberleys. 4 little judicicus midwifery
by the Stete Government may_havé-prolonged the life of the infant
‘Céuﬁcii,ﬁﬁfhtﬁié”wdsvﬁiihhéldQ' perhapg tue e:ten ive piaé§ ﬁré?
pourded by the backers of the schere secned to postulate teo gr%éﬁ
an cutlay of Governmont fundse However,not long after,an informsl
semiuofficicl udVlsorn cormitt tee wag set up by the Iremier for
consu taﬁion on natters affecﬁing the ﬁor@h-ﬁest in general,Kimberley
viewpoints béing'reyresentedlby'éordon Blythe. (55) Amonzst projects

in which this bpdy‘assisted yastthe planning of the new Hallls Creck:

tounsite,which included'a'new hospital and a school for students up

to the Junior standard, with a resident hostel.dncorporated,

-

54 @ Ibid. Dscember 6th,1947. , S
53- For reference Kimberley Regional Adviﬂo“y Commmitee, yg&e

Debates, vol. 124;pp. 1437=8 : North=Uegt Develo i
R rment Adviso ;
Cormittee,Debates,vol, 126,p, 152 vnl 127,1580o ry




310. | i

The creation of an»eniire nev township, under modern conditions,
was only one indication of_the amenities which were coming to the
Kimberleys in the postwar period. Similar plaﬂs weré devised to
nove Wyndham to a more congenial position. The Civii Aviation
Department had established what were practically all-weather aero-
dromes at all the townships, and many of the stations serviced by'(
the Flying Doctor had their.bwn airstrips. This rumber was continuallyi
increasing. Thus the lMacrobertson~Miller airline vas enébled to |
employ larger aircraft,with increased freighting capacity. rDuringr
the surmer "wet!" season, fruiﬁ #nd vegetables and other perishables
could be freighted from Perﬁh t6 eﬁéu;e a talanced diet for Kimberley
regidents. vFrom~1949 to 1952,this service was'subs idised bty the
State Goverrment. On the'more advanch”§§atiopse hgmestead pomforts.
in scme cases even ran to private swirming pools. fh; use of

he

ct

electricity and refriger tion was by now w‘@esnraad, lach to
distaste of the more conservative oldtiners, the horse and rmle,
except during ﬁustering, whre rapidly disappearing before the internal
'coubuatlon envlne, althongh on some of the more remote stations,

esp ciallj 1n the Qubped Leopolda, donkeys and even camels vere

' still in use. In 1949-50, the Stabe Department of Agriculture and
C.5.1.R.0. commenced combined iésearch into the cause and cure of

the Kimberley horse disease, wnich vas stlll responkible for many
deaths. IMrnane s theory of uhiteuood was by now generally

copsidered unsatlsfactory.
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induéﬁfy, besides reflecting contemporary progress, was rendered

necessary by the continued shortage of competent white labour. At

no time»in the postwar ﬁeriod were ﬁhere_more than BSQ white men
permanentlv employed on statlons in the vhole district, mcludinb g
owner—managers.(SS) This led to an increasing reliance on native ?
and half-caste labour. Most statlons maintained their own blacks'
canp, from whlch they dreu a supply of c'*I:cck_rzzﬁ'fl and "house gins".
Unlike the other North-West districts, it was not the custom to )
pay weekly wages, élﬁhqugh some pastoréliéts did.make éash payuents,
The general procedure was to provide native workers and their |
dependents, including chlldren and the aged, with food, clothing,
and the more or less exiguous shelter of the canps.. The shortage

""""" of white labcur led to a risk of inefficient herd contrel, whiéh . ‘-é
night best be countered by increased paddockinge The old "open !
ranze' méthod of grazing'caﬁtle'functioned effectively where there
was an assured and copious éupply of stockmen an& rmsterers to ]
atiend to the cattle. During the past thirty years,labour short- f
- ages had *andered.iﬁ 1nnfficient and ouimoded, and the provision

of paddocks with aruif101al watarinﬁ pomnts was the only answver,

However,the shortase of labour and materlal° digcouruwod all but
the most determined owmers,

Instead, as in the beom peﬁio& arcurd 1917, there

was a tendency for smallholders tq;sell»out to wealthy capitalists,

- isually absentees, During 1949 and‘1956,M56€éfé1'ﬁorewinféfééﬁé 'f"C
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entered the field, Robert Falconer of Billiluna sold out ﬁo Spencer
Doman, a South Australian with interests ranging from.Wiluna to
Harocona. Jack Kilfoyle accepted £§H,000 for Rosewood°  The buyer,
William Buckland, was a Melbourne man with a fortune rade from the
lount Morgan mines,»attractgd by the fgct that much of Hpsewqod was
in the tax-free Northern Territory. »Unl@ke.the others,wa4third new
capitalist, Ton Quilty,{ggs not an apggnteeg Al?eady owner'of'Bedfqrd :
Downs, and an out-station, Arizona, inmherited from his brother, o
Quilty sold holdings in thewgbrthern ?er?itory fo re-invesf in East
Kimberley, where hie also purcha ed Springvale, Lansdowne, and ‘
a hotel at Wyndhan. In 19§0hcap9 tbe}biggest sale of all, when
Connor,Doherty &‘Durgck's prgpertiesivererboughi by suﬁsidiary
companies cf Peel River Istates, a Ilew South Wales fl:m with wlde-‘ o
..... ;pfelé f‘gific;tiéné fﬁréhé;o;t'Audtralla. hav1n6 effected the sale,

H.P.Durack erecte d a menorial tablet at Argyle to his overlanding
relatives,retired to Perth,and died within & wonth,.

Lhe rﬁault oi uh@°ﬂ ﬂ"lg” was to confirm thé hold
of the great canitallxts on the Bast Kimserlev pauﬁo;«l induotry.

. Of some 23,498,2 8 acres held under leaoe at uLe énd of 1930,

9,263,362 acres was held'by-twéntybfive owners, of which only one,

and he a purmar ent resident of Wyndha&, could not be classified as

a regident owner. But the other fourteen million acres was

parcelled ocut thus: e SR e o '

55: See Appendix on Poleation and Laboum.‘ T

.
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'Nauchton Estate,ﬂelbourne 2 002 523

Tom Quilty and associates ' 1 874,856 n

Peel River estates (ex Connor,Doherty & Durack) 1,704,041 " =
Department of Native Affairs 1,119,000 % iy
Spencer Doman 1,020,537 " 15
Bovril Australian Estates 9c0,616 * (56)

It may be queried whethe: even the bgpital resoufces of

these interests: were adequate to achieve the development of guch

big runs. The men of Kimberley,seeihg that these large-scale -
interests held the whole'cfithe Ord valley, felt that prospeétive j?
smallholders were being deprivpd of opportunity,and resentment
against the absentees was keen. Indeed,such hostiiity may have
stifled genuine impulsas'towérd;'improvément on»the partrof fhe
 absentees. The increasingly anti-British sentiments of the

Argentine Government, coupled with a gradual breaRdown in the

. supply of beef from the pampas, made it likely that thevBovril. S ?

and Vestey interests would turn to_their Australisn holdings. Bovril %
Ahuur¢11ap Estates hed made an unsuccessful attémp% to take over
an Army meatvorks at Katharine (w.1.) For Vesteys, A.S.Bingle,
general manager of the.Australian Investment Agency, could point
to attempted bgwing und fenclnc p“OJCCtS, and bull breoaivﬁ at
Wave Hill (I.T.) from uhich the other stations were supplied. i

Ulth repard to oOil eroaion, which was espec1ally a problem on

Ord River and Turner, he wrote'(57)

Bovril Australian Estates also eontrol several million acres
.......... in the adjacent part oft the Northern Territory. Data,checked :
by the present writer, has been taken from Gordon Buchanan‘ i
Report to the Pastordl Appraisement Board, 1951.. - = = %

Letter from A. S.Bingle to the present writer,Fovember 13th, 1952.1;
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one huzho y, and the tendency in managers to becone too dependent
In 211 the absentee capitalists of Easht Kimberley,signs were evident

 problematical as to vhether the country could best be develoned by

available makes it unlikely that there was any satisfactory basis for

“58: This may be‘confirmﬁdg'one'gafhér s, by eave suropni”lm on ‘the .

314

"This is not entirely due to overstocking,but certainly
a better control of stocking would materially stop erosion around the
main watering points. Fencing and breakwinds have been provided,and
perhaps a trial of introdcution of suitable grasses and herbage which
would take rcot in the wet season would be beneficial. I have endeav-
oured to have spread such natural grasses as soft spinifmx, buffel,
and birdwood. The various companies whth which I am connected have
put forward develommental schemes to improve their properties on the
assurption that greater security of temure will be given under the
conditions of leases."

a

Security of tenure and a ra11Way to Wyndham -~ these were
the conditions inhibiting absenteevinvestmenﬁ. ”?hé most satisfactory
answer yet received was the decision of the Cormomwealth Government,
in 1949, to cormence the consiruction of zn all-vezther read from

Yyndhan to icholson, the mogt centrally situated Vest p*opurty,
distance of some 250 miles. Lhe great dede“SJ S of absenﬁee ownership

vere the contrel of areas too extensive for cfficient development by

[

L]
&«

of 2 deszire ta check Bhe detericration of properties, but 1% remained

such interests. HMany politicians and others did nob pcsmtaﬁe to

express opinions publicly on the subject, bub the lack of reliable data

their assertions. Apart from such energetic exceptions g Jack

Kilfoyle of Rosewood, end Sam Iilley of Bow River, both of whose - |

wireless tra noceiver wheﬁ ranagers are 1n commnnlcaulon‘wlnh
head offices
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propefties were in a favourab&é ﬁosition for marketing, Basi-
Kimberley smallholders were nct conspicuously more progressive

than big capitalists, even ailowing for their slighter resources.

A conparative study of production figures on five Vestey stations
and five smallholdings does not shov to the discredit of the former,
and indicates that compulsory sub-division,in itselfgwould not
necessarily lead to a more efficient use of the 1and.(59)

In West Kimberley, contr?l of the best country in
the Fitzroy wvalley was al@osﬁ éé.éémplépely vested in a relutively
small numbe: of intérests; But these units‘wefe smiller,'thére was
a closer contact Between Western Austra}idn owners énd their properties

and an alert spirit of competition stirmilated mamagers to a constant

~ programme of improvenents., This was particularly noticeable in

the wool industry. One of thg more noteworthy features was the

subdivision, for administrative pﬁrposes,iof the 900,000-acre runs
of ILiveringa and Hoonkaniah. - Although these properties remained i
entirely under the_same.cwnership as hitherto, each was provided

with en ocut-station, respectively Paradise and Wirrimbah. Each oub-
3 p o

“station was equipped with its own honestead, yards, shearing sheds,

- and other facilities, and placed under the eare of & separate sube

nmanager and staff. Thio process marked the adoption of a nore

carefully supervised and intensive form of pastoralisn, and a further

— B i
noving away from the nomadic methods of the early dayse The

59 : Table reproduced as Appendix X & '
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smﬁllér stationg vere alsq yying’with ongvgnqther in the provision
of improvements; G.C.Rose of Mount Anderson kept 2 nodel shearing
shed, and was one of the first to experiment with pasturevgrassgs,
despite unusually heavy handicaps ffom droughts and vermin. Jeff‘
Rose of Quanbun claimed in 1952 to ﬁﬁve taken a wool glipAaveragigg
eight pounds. The district average was about 6.5 1bs.,having
advanrced froﬁ the five-pound average of the 'tuwenties,

In several inétances, the mﬁna?er of o West KlmberleJ
property bocame a shareholder or dlrector of the ownin" company, ag
occurred on Liveringa, Myrqodah, and Noonkanbah. On manyvstatlons,
there existed a ufamily_connqctioh§~whiéh‘méde forchﬁﬁiﬁuity'in
" managenent policy, and pers Qﬁﬁl interest in‘the'st‘ tions! welf: aré,
Begides such cstablished ownérs as the 1 LMTUYQ, the Rchu, the
Emanuels, and Gporge I;dlcy aﬂd associﬁtea, new intercsis were
.ente“wno t%e ldg De;mot FarrelT ofi Eé deoﬁé ﬁédﬁﬁoiks.éddéd
Foirfield and Leopeld Douns to his family's holdings. Robert Rewell,
agent at Derby, besides holding sharea in llanguel Creek and the
loranington and Tableland Pastoral Conpeny, was widely credited wit

giving financial bacliing to a number of smallholders in the district -

4]

thus cecupying a part "nlch facwru “nd merchants had played in Derby
for some sixty years. Conversply, the fortunes of thelfirm‘of-

treeter and iale had dcclined with tha p@arllng 1nduoury, and,

in 1951, they sold Roebuck Flairs to Willian. Skuthorpe, pnspi‘.a‘smallt

class of "battlers" who were accustOmed.to ‘buy up cn,old_siation, B
“work on it for éifev yééru; and then d1°p0u8 of it 'at a proflt.

In 1953, Skuthorpe re-sold to an Englishman, George Harris, who
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vrobosed’ to 'work ‘the property &s 4 resident ovmer., This prbdedufé
was sufficiently unusual,in an outside invegtor, to create sor:
interest locally.

In the cattle industry, the most spectacular innovation

0y

took place in 1949, with the development of the Air Becf Scheme (60)
In essence,this plamned to demonstrate that aircraft could be used
for the transport of beef from inland killing centresléthérwise
difficult of access. The scheme was fathered by I.H.Grabowsky,
an o*-1c1a1 of dustralian Hational Aifways,and Lindsay Gordon
Blythe, a menber of the squatting family which owned Ibunﬁ House
and Glenroy. Thesse 'vrop es,situated drmongst the Leopolds, had
in the past been retarded in their development by the long distance
cf the rouzh routesz which separated then fronm the ports of Wyndhan
-ard Derby.  In 1947, Blythe, vho-had had sone experience of ajr- -
freishting during the war, sen' an experimental load of unchilied
beef by air from iount liouse to Perth, as a doma zbion to the Red
Cross, to demonsirate thatl oeef.could be flown long distances
vithout deterioration. Towards the end of 1948, a company was
formed, with a capital of 315,000, This money was subgeribed in
equal amounts by Australian National Airb v, by ¥acrobertson-

"'ller AVlﬂtiOn, and by a proup of local pastorallstu, foremout

60 : "The Story of the Air Beef Project in Horth-Weat Australia”
(various vriters : published by Frank H. Johnston for Air
Beef Pty. Ltd.,1951) contains a full account of the uorLingg
- of this project.  Relevant staitistics are included in
Lppendix VIII.
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the Blythe brothers. In Jamary 1949, construation of an abattolr
vas begun at Glenroy station. It was planned that Air Beef should
purchase cattle fron neighbouring stations,rp&y then according to
grading after slaughter, and transport the carcases, after chilling.
for 22 hours, by Bristol freighter to Wyndham Meatworks. The State
Government co-operated to the extent of lending the company £10,000
free of interest for three years, and instructing the management

of the Wyndham Meatworks to make provision of transport and storage
space fér Glenroy beef. - |

Operations commenced in the winter of 1949,and despite

 initial setbakks which morg"ﬁhan'haivea the estimated kill of

4,500 head, the scheme proved of such benefit to the 1°15hbour1ﬂo

u,“tiong,uhat tho nanagenent of Alr Bcef was greatIJ enCOuruged.

Tormarly,drovers had been compelled to take stock over rough an

rugged routes,which resulted in great losas through wastage. Dy

slaughtering in the grazing country,Air Beef saved pastoralists
R & %) < a2 A 4 ) - I

up to 100 1bs. weight. This was a great edvantage to the small-

holders in the Leopold country, vho also found %that much tire was
saved by the ellmlnatlon of tne loqw journey to Deroy or Hyrdlan.

brinw tores, sunplleo, and equlprcnu to the inland ststiorﬁ,

thus saving them the trouble and expence of a long and uedloua

.’

land journev. Pasoencers were also carriod. A furt he“ devclop-<

EGFu was the establighrent of a marLet for hldes at Derby, vhcre

the: frelghter made the journoy once a ueek. Lhe most , v'“_
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intoreéting feature of the projectéindegd,wq;_the manner in ﬁhiqh the
Blythe brothers re-investgd thei; pro?it; ipﬁq their properties,
Taking advantage of the air freight, they initiéted large-scale
improvement'programnes, yhigh p:gviously would have been impraéticable.
dew homes%eads_werg”built at‘Mpgﬁt House and Glenroy, ambitious
programmes of boring and fencing were outlined, and a trial c;qp(of
grain sorghum grown as a preparatory experiment before attempting
comercial pig-raising. To improve the herds,one humndred bulls‘were
purchased from lacdonald's Fossil Douns stud and, in July 1950,

twenty of these bulls were Ploun fron Fogsil Downs to Hount House,ln
what was claimed to be a world's rccord alrllft of livestock. (6 1) kir
Beef took the opportunity tgrpqint the gogtr st with the c:perience

of the ouners of Argyle station, vho, in the sane ycar, hnd endnavoured

to brwrv 350 shorthorn cows,in calf to high quality bulls, acress

the llorthern Territory by road-train. hulr aArTangensh be had failed,

and it was found necessary to walk the cows to Argyle, thus occasion-
ing delay and losé. _ |

Jevertheless; édnéiderable opposition to the scheme was
ranifested in the dlsurlct.' th_mosﬁ FQgent_§rgument against the | B
vorking of the Air Beef sch339 i&y‘in the fg¢t §ha§'it'c§;t’2d.'per-lb.1
to freight beef tq Myndh@m,'whgi¢§s drq?ing cpstéyéamé iny'tc gbout |
15s. a beast, Air Beel paid lower prices than those obtaining nt

the Wyndham leatworks. Bub to the umallholder° of the Lcopolds,theuo

.
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drawbacks found compensatibn in the quicker turn-off, and saving
of weight and losses on the track. In f@ct,severgl utilised
Glenroy by cleaning up their runs,and sending to the abattoirs
all the old "pikers", who would never have made the-journey to
Wyndham, but would have died as total losses,if the Glenroy works
had not afforded a few pounds for them. Cther criticisms of the
schene were strangely varied. Labour members distrusted the
connection of‘Australian ﬂgtionﬁl‘Airways, and sought to deduce
that it was another catspav of monopoly control capitalism, anﬂ
that "the Orient Line ownéd.the hou (62) The Farrells,maragers
of qudhém and Broonre rﬂatuork beche engaged in rather poinﬁless
rivalry with the Elythes. Crganis atlo J,whlch ”hou;d have beeﬁ
complenentary in the Kimberley marketing system, tended to regard.
each other as competitive., Heamwhile, Grabowsky was derided by
scre for his enthusiastic schemes to extend Air Beef centres all
cver Nortx n Australia, although he preparcd endless statistics
to demonstrate thet air transport would be cheaper then the
‘oonstruction of railvays!r

The truth'éeems to have been that Air Beef could
not prof 1tab13 function in an era of lcw priceu,w ch a5 OVCer“d

5

before the war. But,in a time of good returns,it succecded. Illors-

. o N M ) - |
over,in 1950,the future of the cattle industry in northern Ausiralia

as agsured by the signing of a fifteen-year agreenent with the

62 : e.g. Debates, vol 1;6,::. 252 : vol. 131, . 930
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United Kingdom. In this,the Minister for Commerce (Hon. John
licEwen) arranced that the price of Auotralian beef, purchaseg
of which were arranged by the Brltlsh nhnistry of rood, should

be subject to anmual adjustment by the tvo Governmenis, and
should at no tlme fall below the lcvel rullnﬂ in 1950. The
Austral;an Government uould do evcrythlna 1n its pcuer to
encourage the expanolon of meat productlon,und bblleved that
the prounect of longterm uecurlty for producer Sy the removal
of any fear of over-production, and the ag”urancevgf profitable
‘prlces would pr9v1ae the necessary‘incentive; 1% uas also |
agﬁeéé thét,if the pUIChase'qf Ausﬁralian moat was rotprnod to
private hands, both Govern@ents‘wouldl@akg such agrecnentis as -
- would erable them to meet *hylr obllgutions undcr the conuraéS?)
This pact meant that,for fifteen years at lra st, thc eﬁono«ic‘
factors wvhich had chekked development_bgforg‘ﬁho war would not
be present, and pastoraliSu: could press forward U;uh Impunity
with improvenent schemes;

*eanwnile,tne Sta e Government had announced
ano£h°r gcheLn to encourage imnrovementb by pautcral sts.
| rollow1ng a lead glven by the Fedoz&l Government in the KNorthern.
Territory before,th¢ war,ﬂchrtyﬂanﬁouqced thau the A tate vould
grant a pgund-for-pound subsidy to Kimbe rley vtatlong undertaling

. to bore for sus—&r esian water. The ultimate aim was one

‘waterl p01nt o every 28 OOO acres.(é*)AwThe station mnmgers
63 icesinb‘ﬂ Conuempowary.Arch1ves,ﬁn.9970 11130 11179.
64 ¢ "Sunday Times®,August 6th,1950. -
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did not'avail themselves of 'this offer with dny ‘conspicupus alacrity),
and the list of those owners who took‘advaﬁtage of the scheme is
worth reproducing. Of 24 bores, Emanuels took 6 : Farrell Enter-
prises and the lornington and Tableland Pastoral Company,each 4 :
Peel River Estates and the Blythes,each 3 : Macdonald of Fossil
Downs, 2 : the Springs Pastoral Cbmpany'(Copley)g and Blﬁék’& Glid-
doh, each 1. San Lillyéog Bow River equipped & natural arfesian'
flow,under this schemes ’ The subsidy‘pfobably dccelerated'the
provision of artificial waters during the years 1950—5,51£h6ﬁgh
a few owners were of the opinion of Tom Quilty,ﬁho held thaf éubu
} arue 1an supnlées would not prove permanent but might glve out
within twenty or thirty ycarus(éé). Hovever,like the Air Beef
subsidy,this plan was assailed by the Laboqr Party,vwhose pembers
»»»»»»» conplaited that it was benefiting those owners whe had dons nothing - 3
of their own volition to improve tbeir properties,but auaited the ((7\%
acsistance of the taxpayers! money. The charge seems unjustified. T
Ho effective alternative was suggested‘

QOther coverrﬁen* dcbartments vers active in the

~ £ : '8 ™ C !

Kimberleys, ith the xntroduzuion of a new Commissioner for labive

Affairs (c.G. ddleton), at”ol staffs were increased, and officers

unofficial "gentlemen's aprecment“ was hevotlaﬁpi with the Pastoral-

ists! Associgtion,by which the Kimberley mﬁmbers'of that'body |
agreed to pay small,wageéi£6\£héif_ﬁative Stoékésﬁ;‘féoméiobjebtéd_. g

G5 : Debates,vols 130,pps 2047-8.  * ’ |

66 ; Letter to the present urateﬁ,Auguut 12th,1952¢ o S
67 : Debates,vols 126,p. 567 § vole 128,p. 281, "~~~ '
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to this procedure,.the most relevant argument.being perhaps that the . . . . .
aborigines would be unaccustomed to handling money, and might fall prey |
to unscrupulous storekeepers, or to their gambling instincts. The move
was probably inevitable. Conditions for natives varied considerably. On
some stations the natives were still allowed to camp in the creek-beds,
in exiguous humpies; on one or two properties, conditions wgrevguch that
a local patrol officer threatened o revoke their licences éo enploy
natives,if no improvement was made. Conversely,on soune few staﬁions,
such as Fossil Downs and Gogo, the management provided géod sanitarﬁj
and ablutionary conveniences, and were somewhat surprised to find that
the aborigirnes used and appreciated these amenities. {Such Iwmuries
had not yet found their way into the nost beckwerd public houses;)
lzntion should also be made of the work done at Mbola Pulla gince 1949
by the manager, C.L. lcBeath, a forner Deputy-Comissioner, vho worked
to convert living conditions at loola Bulla intc a model for other
stations employlng colowred workers, and to train natives as useful
mechanics and stockmen, | |

The Department of Agriculture wes also devoting mch
attention to Kimberley proaects. A.aeparate North-West branch had

been founded in Decenber 1950, to co-ordinate and sapervise current

research work. The Kimberley Research Station had had most success
with pasture grasses, sorghum, and peanuts, Cotton and maize had proved

less successful,because of pests. Vermin control was attempted by the

apnointmcnt of two experienced ﬁbrtherners, Charles Bluir and Douglas Ibore

as wild dog exterminators, (Mo foundation can be traced for the story ..'é

¢
i

that Blair, to demonstrate the ingffipiépgy o§Jdepgrtmenﬁa; poison baits,



swallowed several,without any ill effects, before an astonished
departrental offiqial). An investigation into scientific kangaroco
control was begun. The wallables along the Fitzroy had multiplied
to unprecedented numbers,and were gradually spreading ihbo East
Kimberley,which had been relatively free., Grant Smith was stationéd
as a cattle adviser at Broome, and, late in 1951, a graduate of the
University of Hestern Australia, Xevin Fitzgerald,was appointed

agricultural adviser at Defby.(ég) T

his'followed Increasing activity
along these lines by private enterprise. Between 1949 and 1951,
Dermot Farrell had endea VOured to egtablish a 1urge pineapple
plantation at Thangeo, but, a_though o gsprinkler irrigation system
was installed, tho experirent failed because of the alkaline rature
of the soil.. Another resident of DBroome,Robert Lawrence, wasg:
interecsted in narket gardening,and in raising ducks for export
treatment at the Broome Meatworks. He had,however,becn unable to
secure & block of land,as all accessible country was under leass,

and an attempt to sublet 1anguel Creek from Rowell,laxted & Fallon
fell through. Iucerne,sorghum,and pastur@ grasses were beling

culnlvatod by several ut"mon owrers, To guide and supcrintend

these activities,Fitzgerald brouﬂht zeal and ability,but could nob

always persuzde pastoralists to his views,

Meanwhile,the Pastoral Appraisement Doard

68 : His report for the year 1951=-2. (presented to the Dvgurtaxnt'-
unpublished) affords a descrlptzon of his first year's work.
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but was'postponed because of the war. Experienced local men were
chosen as the assessors : William Vedge Hemwood, owner-manager of
Calwynyardsh, and Gordon Buchanan, a third-generation Kimberley ran.
The latter was assisted by Hector Fuller, manaser of Rosewocod, after
mny years in charge of Neury for Connor,Dohertyf& Durack, Their

6 .
report( ?)presented in 1951,contained a useful account of the state

of the country,corroborating the need for improvement policies to |
check wastage and erosion. They advocated more regident ownership.
Their agssessment quotes,which graded properties according to their
capacity,were adopted, Rénﬁdlé per 1,000 gcres variéﬁ from 4/6 in
East Kimberley "hattlers! éoﬁhtfy“ to 13/% én a Fiﬁﬁroy sheep rﬁn.

The total rental on 19,320,088 acres in East Kimberley was £6,913,

other assessment excecded £800. Among their recommendations, few
of which led to official action, were the improvement of marketing
conditions by the decontrol of hides j; the remittance of petrol tax

on Air Beef aircraft ; the provision of stock route improvements,

including drafting and spedling reserves outside Derby ; and a campaign i

also disclosed the shortcomings of station management in the district,
especially vhere absentee interests deferred to shareholders entirely

ignorant of the Kimberleys except as z source of dividends. .

69 1 Report of the Pastoral Appraisement Board,1950-1. Unpublished,So.
typeseript, 48 pp. My cépy by kindness the Agricultural Editor,
"The Western Mail®, R : S T

e emend
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- There was,houever,activity‘by the State Government, ~The

Deputy-Premier and Mervyn Forrest,M.L.C. for North Province, tédk

a petition to the Commonwealth Treasurer (Sir Arthur William Fadden,
K.C.M.G.) requesting the abolition of taxation on incomes earned in
the North-West and the Kimberleys,but Fadden shelved the matter -
indefinitely. Despite the relﬁbtance of the Commonwealth Goyefnmeht
to part with loan funds,the Staté:Shiﬁping Service ﬁanaged'to acquire
another ship,namedvthe "Kabbarli™ after Daisy.Bates. The Eduecation
Department appointed a travelling schoolmaster in 1951,%0 visit hone-
steads regularly, and to ensure some small mbasure-of personal tuition
- for station children;. Intentiéﬁé of developing'Nbrtthimbérley'wére
foreshadowed by the W1thdra»al from selection of this countr3 in 1950,

but not before one ventureaomc Irish migrant, John Eaﬂle cn,bad set out

" to found a Tun in the remote hinterland of the Corson River. lie tried

both sheep and catile,but no reliable reports of the fortunes of this
bold experiment have come to the vriter's notice.

In April 1951, a committee of two Commonwealth and two
State experts was appointed to devise a plan of reglonal development
Their report was preaented to and endorged by the Exocutiva Council

..... on January 3rd,1952¢ -Chief ampng'ﬁheir'récommandations was the adoption

of a plan submitted by R.J;Dumés,.to'pioﬁide Defﬁy with a deépﬁater
outport at Foint Torment, and there to ﬁrﬁn sfer the mraﬁworks from

Broome, The estimated cost was £1,455,000 for which a Commonuealth ‘

péuhd—for—pound uubsidy was recommended. The continxation of State
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lghd Cémﬁonwealth suﬁsidieé totéiiiﬁg 2;2d. per lﬁ.ron Air‘éeef,‘and
Federal aid to enlarge the scope of the scheme to subsidise station
oWwners who provided artificial watering points, were also advocateds70)
These proposals set off a spate of comments inspired by parochialiém
and party politics. The project was praised by R.M.Rowell of Derby,
who said that the outport.would help the development of markets to
Malaya and the Hear North.(71) The Broome Road Board decried the
proposed site as marshy and mosquito—infested,and stated that the
existing vorks were equally well situated to handle the Fitzroy traQZ?)
‘Coverley and the Labour Party tended to favour Broome, but there seems
no reason to question the judgment of a committee of civil éérvants,

including the Engineer for the North-West and the Department of Agri-

culﬁure's Officer-in-Charge of the Horth-West. The result of the

the improvement of West Kimberley shipping faqilities,and to leave
the future of Broome and Derby in uncertainty.

The year 1952 was noted for its unprecedented drought,
The failuée of the web season of 1951-2 wag not complete,but it was

enough to cause the drying up of many pools previously believed

Durack, and other cormentators on haphazard manageunent methods. Losses
were heavy, although at this date an accurate ostimate of the damage

done is impossible. But shipping figures from Derby vere down from -

70 i "est Austr&lian“,Jahnary'éth 17th and 18th,1952,
71 3 Ibid. Jenuary 5th,1952,
72 : Ibid. January 19%th,1952. -
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an average of 9,000 to 7,900 in 1952, and 5,600 in 1953, and the Wyndham
and Broome;heatworks reported low kiliings. However,air transporﬁ came
into its own. Cnly the previous year,}acrobertson~iiller Aviati@n had
been comnissioned to fly the entire woolelip from Myroodzh and Derby,
because the roads were washed out by floods. Now the sahe liﬁe‘uas
transporting fodder %o save the breeding stud at Fossil Downs,and other
stations where the feed around the few remaining watering-points had 5een
entirely eaten out. The inland abattoir at Glenroy had a record kill

of 5,185 cattle in 1952,including many weakened stock which would not
have survived the seagson if they had stayed on the runs. The Farrells
endeavoured to bring about the use of road-trains to transport stock.to
the Broome nectworks,and,although the first experimenls resulted in some
bruising and wastage,later journéys_éaused a saving in time and condition. .
In 1953,’70 per cent of the ki1l at Broone were brought there by truck,
Lthe area Sérﬁed'ringing as far éé ibﬁhtvéhhefsﬁ; énd‘ﬂbrhingtéﬁ in the
Leopolds,thus providing competition for Air Beef. This trensport nethod
u&s>es§ecially useful to Anna_Plains station,vhich could nov send stock
to Brocne without ruaning tﬁe.risk of tick-infestation. On the opposite
side of the Kimberleys, Billiluhﬁ féund itself umable to use the C§nning‘
Stock Route because of the dryness of the 1952 gseason.

The sole consolation about the 1952-3 drought lay in the
high prices. Broome and Uyndham wéré'paying £20 & head for cattle, and
the Frenmantle market returned record pricesyculminating in the pdyment
of £77 for a Christmas Creek bullock. It was perhaps as a result of
the effects of the drought on shorthorn cattle that one West Kimberley

station experimented with the hardier Zebu-shorthorn crossbred,which had




been vainly recommended by Despeissis forty years ago. Kimberley
Downs imported two pairs of Santa Gertrudis crossbreds from Queens-
land.(73) On the success of these beasts depended the prospects of
cultivating a strain which had already done well unde% not dissimilar
conditions in Texas, and which, if controlled so that they did not
run wild, might prove better adapted to the Kimber1e§ environment /
than the pure shorthorn. Angthér step forward in animal husbandry
was mafked by the discovery of the cause of Kimberley Eorse disease =~
a type of "rattlepod® indigenocus t§ the district.(74) Von lueller,
in 1886, had been closer tﬁérmérk.than mny subsequent theorists., The
préviéion'of‘artificial fodders éeemed éhe ansver to this'problema
4 Experiments along these lines were alveady progeeding

- on several stations. Irrigated lucerne and sorghun patches were
flourishing at Bow River,lount House,and Noonkanbah. The Air Beef
schieme had enabled the extensive experimenitation in sorghums by the
Blythe Brothers, who envisaged the feeding of pigs and good quality
Tooftt fat catﬁla over a portion of the dry season when wastage
usually set in, At Liveringé; a patch of ground had been leased to

a privote company, liorthorn Development Ltd., and experimental

rice-growing with mechanisation was belrg undertaken, with Kim Durack
as overseer. 1In 1952,n0 crop could be set, owing %o tho drought,

but, despite almost equally adverse conditions in 1953, successiul

73 1 "est Australian®,llovember 12th,1952.
74 3+ "destern Hall",Lugust 14th,1952
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results were achieved with the Zenith and Vagnolia varieties of
ricey progiding hopeful indications for cormercial cultivation,
The value of this experiment to the pastoral industry lay in the
provision of irrigation channels; along which good grazing might
be provided for sheep. The tﬁo industries might:ﬁell»bé éarried
on together, The Department of Agriculture's ad%i#ér;Fitzgerald,
attempted the cultivation of a tobacc§ patch outside Derb& in 1953,
and the Kimberley Research Stétion contimed & consistent programme
of necessary researchés. . |
HMeanwhile, fuffher.electoral matters occupiea
' Kimberley. In 1950, Wise, then Leader of the Opposition, had
deternined %o capturc Horth Province for Labour. On the retirement
of the aged iiles,he was replaced by Harry Strickland,a Iabour‘maq o
VVVVVVVVV Qitﬁ ﬁhe’cﬁétéméfyAaﬁiagoﬁisﬁ ié iafge‘oﬁners. Strickland was
joined in 1952 by a Derby stoc lnspector,Charles Willian Barker,
vhose maiden Speech,impugning the_absentees,made some Iimpression
in Pnrliament,especially_as his electors had not been sangu@ne as
to his abilities,and had preferred hin to Mbrvyn'Forrest by the
naTTow ﬁargin ofbfive ﬁoteé;,‘Hbﬁe#er,when,inv1953,Sir Rosé MbLafty’g
------ -go§érnmpnt was-dcfeated'byigsR;G.Hawke,'itvwasttrickland vho was |
selected as ldnister for £he Fbrth—%ést. 'Shortly After the
electlon,COVerey, vho ha& been in ill-health for sone tine,
suddenly died. This hit at the Iabour Governmant‘s slender

majority. For the first timp in nearly thirty jeurs,tbe Liberzls

decided to contest the Kimberley seat, nominating two candidates,




Jack'FMEray, a Flying Doctor pilot, and Sam Thomas, chairmén of
the Hall's Creek Road Board, and a local bookmaker, whose attempt
to graze sheep in the desert country south of Emanuel's Christmas
Creek had ended in failure and litigation. The IAbour Party, at
the insistent request of local A.W.U. branches, nominated
.J.J.Rhatigan, a patrol officer for the Dapartmegt of Mative
Affairs, and a lifelong rgsident of the district, whose claims
to the succession had been urged by Coverley. Despite the loss
of the asset of Coverley's pe:sonal popularity, thev;abour'Party |
found its follqving in the electorate as strong as ever,Rhatigan
defeating his opponeutsrﬁx:o§er‘twO‘hundfed votose | |

The electoral campaign had, however, served a useful
mpaig y ’ :

to the needs and requirenents of the disputed electorate, With ;
West Kinmberley labouring under o third dry year, this attention
was most necessary. Sir Ress llclarty attempted to secure support
by ufging the formation of a speclal comnisslon,with its own
funds,and with pover télnndertgke a@miniSt:ativa and developnental
iriot, (75)

projects in the dls Such an authority,with an appreciatior,

nent In the district; but 1t is.a 11ttlo hard to understand why

Sir Rossc Mclarty did not implement this scheme during his ternm

75 : Mlest Australian®, April 30th,1953.
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S Th'e Labour Government reversed some of ’iﬁs'pﬁre’déc'e:s’sér"s' policies,
After a rather unseemly wrangle with Sir Ross Melarty in the daily press,
Strickland anncunced that the State Shipping Service was inadequate,and
that another vessel would be ordered. The Government disclaimed any
intention of proceeding Qith the transfer of Derby to the Point Torment
site. Instead,Strickland contempiated the establishment of a port at

(76)

Hapier Broome Bay -~ first stggested in 1902, and therefore twenty

years later in origin than the Polnt Torment proposal which it replaced.
Earlier, the acting-Prenier (J.T.Tonkin) had announced(77) plans for
water conservation, surveys-for-irrigation development, and an extengive
for sub-division into cattle stations of a carrying capacity high enougn
to ensure good llVlnv and uound 1nve3ument. 0T relevance bo uhlS

""" .project was the experiment in sheep raising attempted by the Benedictine - |

Fathers,of HKalubmru on the Drysdale River,who,in April 1953,introduced

two rams and 51 ewes by air-1ift from Hoonkanbalh, 7 I% would appear

that thc Labour Gevernment hoped to place within the reach of iniending

- smallholders a compensatory field for investment, in vieu of the hold '

on the settled country of existing companies protected by long-tern

leases,not expiring until 1902. Another gchemd enunciated by Hawke(79)

the appointment of an engineer-administrator as Cormissioner of the

Horth-West, thus reviving the office abolished by Collier in 1926,

76 : "Bunday Times",Bugust 16th,1953,

...... 77 e ﬁgeuu Au urall&n,t Iuy 9th,195 .« LD
78 ¢+ "Daily Hews", Aprll 16th,1953,
79

"lest Australian",Janumey 23rd,1953.
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,,,,,, has not as yet (September 1953) been put into practices ‘41l parties -
supported é move to make another approach to thekFederal Government

(g0)

for the remission of taxation north of 26° 1. If this request
were granted,it would represent a chanve in policy by the Commonwealth
Governnent, which, of Waue, has not consldered 1tself in a position
to give rmich assistance to the Ximberley District. Proposals for the
stablishment of an air-beef 11ling centre at “1tzr0f Crossing, to
-vwhich Cormmonwealth !Ministers promised sympathetic conside;ation,.were
shelved; in the opinion of local residents, assiétance in groviding
such a centre would have obviated many losses fron drought‘(81)
Itrmight théréfofelberdoubted Qhether Cémmonwealthv
con§rolrof therKimberleyé w§uld fésﬁl in any outlay greater tnan

;*rugaling State Governnments coquAdfford, Direct Federal control

object lesson. Yet the Kimberley District had more contimiity of
interest with the adjacent portions of the liorthern Territory than
with the liorth-West., The Ord-Victoria River area had become the

uu‘ogch of plans which coald not be catlgfaCuorlly aCCOJpl;Shbd if

ot

East ’1ﬂoerley and the UObb of tbe yorthﬂrn ierrlto“ rexained

divided by an arbitrary and artiflcial boundary lire. Perhaps the

creatlon of a local comuiis 31on, jncludlnﬁ the hinbcrleyw and the

Victoria River district, with dlscretionary-borrowlng pouers, backed

by the State and Federal authorltzea j01nt1y, would combine tho

80 ¢ Mest Ausbrallhnﬁ,sbptember 17th,1953. - B L
81+ Toid. Jamuary 12¢0,1953 1 private info:mtion. o
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freedom from parochialism. The great advantage of such a com-
nission would be its potentialities for working out a consistent
administrative policy for the district. The present system,ﬁy
which outlay on public works and the encouragement of private
enterprises are dependent upon changes of ministry in the Souih;
has not proved in the best interests of the Kimberleys; |
Novhere can the inhibiting influence of party
politics be seen so clearly a; in the presenﬁ systen of iandv
tenure, The lecasechold system, adopted at a time when the

resources of the district were unknown, and vhen Governments

rightly wished to avoid the pernanent locking of the Bﬁnd,naeds.

rovision. Should the reports of the Pastoral Appraiserent Board

- prove inadequate, a surv?y might well be mede of 21l land at

present under occupation. Ifuch of it hag been and will be £it
only for pastoral purppsgs,_and such country could be offered
frechold,or on a 99-year leass, subject to the instilution of
.adequate improvenentse In this way,lessses would galn the
security of tenure for which they have so long appealed, If
existing leases vere strrendered, during this re-classification,
the opportunity'might_beitaken'to resure lard favéurgblq to
troplcal agriculture and other intensive cultivetion. Should

irrigation prove précticéble,much of the irrigated country

~ might serve both agriculturalists and pastoralists, The
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' security,and frusirates those who wish to become agriculturaligts or
graziers on a small scale, lNeither Liberal nor Labour governments
have ever given adequate atténtion to the land laws,except when
alleged insecurity of tenure has prompted the financial houses to
withhold advances to the pastoralists,as in 1917 and 1932, Circum-
stances of such urgency do not make for the £raming of the most
far-sighted legislation. |
o government or'cogm1331on would be able to effect the
rehabilitation of uhe hlmberleys in a ShO;t space of timB. It would
first be necessary to arrestitne was tage and erosion utill going on,
vhich has been furthered by thérrecent bad seasons, and the gffects
of which are mirrored in the gradual decline of sgbock mumbers,despite
inprovenentse The reports of dene and Flstcher,fyle,lin Durack,
‘Henwood 'and Buchanan, and Fitzgerald have already-indicated the lines -
along which such action may begin,and to the recommendations of these
corpetent autfm’u ties, a historian need add no modifications. With
21l respect to those authorities who envisage the sebilement of lorth
_Kimberley,it would appear that the present need is ngt Yo extend the
boundaries of settlement,but to organise the more efiective cultivation
of 1&ﬁds‘already held. ch,if ang,Kinberley runs are stocked to *
| estinated cap&c1ty,buu inadequate developnent has lea to the 1 savy
concentration of stock on the best portions of ﬁhe country,agdrthig‘En
has result ed in erosion and over-exololtation. The experiments of
. Kin Durack, the Blythes, and other manavers, indicate a growing

realisation that old methodg of land uoage, involvir ~the tenure of

thousands of square miles, mignt well give way to more intens ive
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methods of husbandry, more highly mechanised, and more efficient. The
largest owners, in point of land held, have not necessarily been the

most progressive or the most successful,and this would imply that thers

is much scope for the outlay of capital in the parts of Kimberley already

settled,without going to unitried areas. Research has notlyet been
completed on the capacity of the océupied districts, nor‘on the
possibilities and practicability of irrigation.

The smallholder,with scanty capital,may succeedliﬁ
developing a run on virgin country on the outskiris of settlement; buf,
in the course of time, he either becomes a capitalist or sells out to
one. The capital expenditure required for the development of a nodern
sheep or cattle station can oglf be furnished by recourse to_a'bank or
by the formation of a joint«stock company. The registration of the

Fosgil Downs Fastoral Company probably leaves Quiliy as the‘only

individual lessee of any importance, Capital tecomes increasingly o

necessary to avercone the present labour shortage. Amenities have to
be provided to compensate for the drewbacks of the climate and the

remoteness of the district. Cheap black labour can no longer be

resarded as an indefinite asset. The aborigines are becoming increasing

-

ly sophisticated, and many pastordlists have expressed fears that

a Don leleod may arise, in Kimberley as in Pilbara, to win the blackg

away from the stations,
Presumably,&ustralia's‘objeét in holding the Kimberleys

is to mnke it as productive as pbssible in a world which,as Boyd-Crr

- has demonstrated,is not assured of being ed qnately feds Most of the =

recent deve’opments uhlch have: furthereé thiu end have been initiated

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
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from within the district, either byiprogressive resident capitalists, -
or by tgése civil servants vho ha;e not been content to administer

the Kimberleys from a city desk. It seems probable that the develop-
nment of the district would best be furthered, not by auaitiﬁg Govern- -
nent expenditure lavish beyond any justifiable return, nor b& hoping
for the advent of a fairy-godfather capitalist from outside, whether
enbodied in a pastoral chartered company, or in a discover of oil.

The encouragement of a class of resident owners, who might reasonably
expect that their resldence in the district would not involve thenm

in financial loss,still seens as iikely a vay as has yel been devised
to ensure productive returns fron the Kimberleys. The dependence of
.sﬁch owhefs oh privaté bdnks and fiﬁancial_houses would more érobably

be reduced,not by eytensive Government outlay on wnreproductive public

lessees prospered. With the extension of the Rural and Indu;}r%es
Banl:,advances could be made to assist intending smmllholders and to
éstablish local industries. There is also merit in Durack's suggestion
of Gevernment-maintained btoring and”fencing plants,for the use of

which pastoralists might repay over a tern of years., If Governments

-

‘are to act in the role 8 Almighty Provider, they might with advantage

interpret their duty as helping those who help thenselves, If an
alternative is to be found to the absbnteo capltaliau,lﬁ shoula not
bo sought in the backward umnllholder.

Before the uar, it was qucstloned uhether the

Kimberléys were not marginal country, uhcther beef cattle could not

be raised more easily in more congenial dlstricts, closer to markets




and the centres of population. How,the aavancelof agficultﬁrai
science, and the diminishing food supply of the world,make it

not only possible, but perhaps imperative, that the best use should
be mde of the district. In the last resort, the prime question
of importance for the Kimberiey District cannot be boiledvdown to

a simple argument of Federal.yersus State administratian; Iabowr
versus Liberal, smallholderé versus capitalisbs. The progress of
the district might best be measured by the criterion of the King
of Brobdingrzg, who, accordiﬁg to Dean Swif%(§2) gave itkfof his
opinion: H | ‘
"That whbever could‘ﬁake two cars bf corn, or two biades
of grass, to grow where only one grevw bofore, would deserve better

of mankind, and do more essential gervice to his country, than the
whole race of politicians put together.”

ol

82 : "Gulliver's Travels", Book II, Chapter 7.
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BLYTHE femily. Founded by Joseph B. (1850-1915), publican at Darby,
1884, and Fitzroy Crossing,1887 : manager, ‘Hoonkanbeh, 1888-9/:owner
Brooking Springs, 1889-91, and founded Fairfield,” 1898; abd Mount
House, 1899, after pioneerihg"track ints Leopolds. 'Retired south

to Bunbury around 1903,leav1ng Kimberley pa?operbies to his Boms,

© 77 "' Thése included Charles Christopher B.,owner-manager )
Brooking Springs,” 1891-1914 i Joseph William, Arthir, and Mervym,
joint-owners Fairfield and }btmt Honse,1903-1919,am from- 1924. |

o " Lindsey Gordon B. ('ﬁ 1909),3011 of J‘oseph Villiem B,,
after organising airfreight service in Solomons, World War IX,
initiated Air Beef Scheme at Glenroy,4949, of which atill managing

" director § his brothérs Keith and Douglas respectively managers of
Glenroy, Mount House. N )

nd DR fanilies.  George Julius B. (1850-1912),
first to bring shoep to Kimberley from North-West, 18‘79 founded ]
- Mount Marmion (now Kimberley Dmms), 1883.. R e

Frederick Slade B. (1857-1917), nephew of above, explored

North Kimberley between Wyndham and De#¥by, 1901 : his report led to
speculative leasing, but cowntry remains largely undeveloped.

‘Geoffrey D-B. (b.1885), his son‘, Commissioner of the North- '
West, 1921-6, endeavoured %o stimilate tropical agriculturs projects;
later Engineer for the Rorth—li’est. ;

BUCHANAN, Nathaniel (1826-1907) Veteran bushmn, headed first over-
landing party into East Kimberley,with Usmond and Panton®s cattle, -
188/ : pioneered stock-route from Kimberleys to Mchison,vi& Hinety-
Mile Beach, 1892 : explored desert S.E _of Hall's Creek, 18%. ‘

S Hia son,Gordon B. (1865-191.3), founder, with Gordon Bros: -
of Flora Valley, 1888 : frequently accompanied father i author ( 1933)
of "Packhorse and Haterhole" A grandscn, also Gordon, was Flying
Doctor wireless opérator and secretary of Hall's Créek Hoad PBoard - _
before assisting compile report for Pastoral Appraisement Board,1950-1.




QQNNOR,E:QQ'ig'(1857-1916) Migrated frcm Ireland with Denis - =~ -
Doherty (1861-1935) : storekeepers, Rosbourne, 1885, and Wyndham,
1886, whers prospered, Took up Newry,1888,and bought Auvergne
wT)1@mtmmW%omc.&Da&ﬁasgmhsﬁmhghﬂ
Kimberley stock to metiropolitan markets, securing near-mono :
amalgamated with Duracks, 1897 : C. chairman of directors. ?g. )
retired to England, 1903). Attempted establish Natal trade,1902:
C. successful re-opening trado with Manila, 1911, where nainly
resided thenceferward. ;

‘C. entered politics as MLA Bast Kimberley, 1893-190 R
then MLA Kimberley, 1904-5, MIC North Province, 1906=16. Squatﬁéf .
rep.,usually supporter Sir'J. Forresi 's temporarily in opposition
over tick restrictions, 1897, ¢n which isaus took promihentybut
not always consisteni part, 1896-1905." Eloquant advocats his”™

Hibernian appstite” political turmoil make party classification”
difficult, In opposition as independent, 1901-4,then’ supported
minority Labowr govt. till defsat at polla by Male,1905, Often
assailed by consumer reps. as leading influence “meat ring?.

COPLEY, Samuel Willianm (f1. 1894-1914).Bard-headed Yorkshite
migrant : reputed originally Framantle barber and commission
agent : amassed monsy metropolitan land deals : in 1902, took up
extensive leases %Brockman country",ﬂ Kimberley, but did not =
developx with brother Ben C. and Jas. Patterson purchased Plympton

cattle Qld.,1905—14 .old cut to Vesteys',1914. 'Ben C. also
purchased Mount Barnett (1907 : ebandoned 1928) and Brooking
Springs (1914 : still the property of his family)

COVERLEY, Aubrey Augustus Michasl (1895-1953) Having served in
Light ‘Horse, came to Wyndham after World War I : on first attempi
returned as Labour MLA Kimberley, 192/, and since never defeated,
Opponent big abaentes landholders, interesied in aboriginal™
question, sympathetic to settlers' outlook : not a prominent’
speaker, but well liked in eléctorate for affability, approach-
ability, personal helpfulnass. "Served on North-Weat committes
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URACK family. Patrick D. (1831,-98), cattleman, Thylungara QJA.
backed expedition into Kimberley led by brother Michael (1 81;6—92),
in 1882. Several members family overlanded Kimberley, 1883-5.
Patrick D. founded Argyle j Michael D, ywith backing of slesping
partner C. Lumley Hill founded Lissadell ; another brother,
Jeremiah D. (1855-1901) founded Rosewood with Thos, Hayes and
Thos. Kilfoyle(q.v.),1885, and Dunham River,1897,where killed by
blacks, 1901. Patrick D. resided for soms years at Argyle,which
he made over to his ‘sons. - L _

of these,mchael Patrick D, (1865-1950) arrived’ A.rgyle,
1886: overlanded to Darwin with T.Kilfoyle,1891, to Derby with
M.J .Durack,1893, and solo into N.T. 1897-8 7 negotiated merger =~
with Connor & Doherty,1897,remaining in charge Kimberley stations
of C.D. & D. His brother John Wallace D, (1867-1936) was for many
years in charge of the firm's Perth office, while Patrick Bernard D.
(1870-1933),after acting as buyer in Kimberley, ran firm's Wagin
sheeprun,Behn-Ord. M.P.D. visited Manila,1910,t0 open export =~ '
livestock trade, Chairman directors C.D.&D. after Connor's death, 1916
. Hationalist MLA Kimberley, 1917=24 : joined Country Party,1920:
advocated seperation,1922. Chairman Royal Commiszsion into Beef
Industry in W.A.,1928 : associated, 1928-31, with attempt to
attract large-scale capitalist to E. Kimbarlay; favoured C'wth.
control.,Negotiated with Stainbarg re sale of company's lands
for Jewish settlement scheme, 1938-9 1 findlly sold to NSW firm ~
Peel River Estates, shortly before death,1950." Regarded for many
"""" yesrs as doyen of the Kimberley cattle indunt y. His eldest son, = = |
Reginald Wyndham D.(b. 1911) owner-manager Eildurk” (N.T.) slice
1950. A second son, Kimberley Michael D. (b.1917) was promimmit =~
as officer Department of Agriculture in foundation research stations
Carlton Reach (1942) and Ivanhoe (1945) ': unsuccessfully contested
Kimberley seat, 1947, a3 independent : now engaged in private
experimental rice-growing, Liveringa, 1951-3. .
Another branch of the family included five brothera:
Patrick Mantini D. (1855-1932) soverlander, first storekeeper at
..... Wyndham, founded Ellen Vale,1894 : John D. (1857-86),coverlander,.

* speared by blacks, Argyle, 1886 3 Michael Joseph D. (1858-1936),
overlander : took 502 cattle Darby, 1893, with M.P,D. 3 after 1898,
part-owner Lissadell, and in 1905 originated cattle trade along
Murranji Stock Routé to Qid, : Was assisted in ménagement of
Lissadell, 1899-1907,by his brothers Jeremish Bryce D. (1859—1952)
and Thomas D,




EMANUEL brotherg. These were Isadore Solcmon E. (b.1860) and Sydney
‘Philip E.. (d. 1918), sons of Solomon E. of Goulburn. Sydney E,
accompanied M. Durack's expedition, 18382, following which E, fanily ' -
took up Noonkanbah (sheep), Gogo and Lower Levarynga (cattle): In"
1894, Isadore E. went into partnership with Forrest {q.v.) to found
important Kimberley stock-marketing firm s at first BE. acted &s’
Kimberley buyer for ths firm. "After death of Solomon E. (1898)
and Forrest (1901), the E. Bros. secured properties owned by boths
ag largest West Kimberley owners and shipping agents, frequently
alleged manipulate "meat ring" : at length,becauss of hostility
Scaddan Labour Govt. Tetired from WA, 1912, retalning only their
agtations, Med&S Lower Levarynga, Noonkanbah, Cherrabun, Gogo, and

(with Mclartys) Jubilee Downs, _Eer?ima} and Obagooma.

- IR A B S

In later years, Isadoré E. disposed ‘of shecp intsrests and.
some cattle holdings, and ¢oncentrated oh HMeda &nd Gogo, How (1953) -
perhaps best-developed absentee-oumed properties in Kimberleys.

FORREST Alezander (1849-1901). Explored country between Beagle Bay
‘and N.T. 1879, thus cpening Kimberley District for settlement j
acted as consultant and Perth ageat for msny intending investors :-
first MIC for Kimberley, 1887-90 when secured adoption protection
cattle and sheep industries i MR Vest Kimberley, 1890-19C01., Im
1890,marketed firast Kimberley steck inm Perth, and, after entering
partnership with Isadore Emanuel, 1894, his firm becams principal
agents supply from West Kimberley, Purchased Obagooms (1891),
Nerrima (1894), Gilgully (1896), and Jubilee Downs (1897). F. was
prominent in early debates on tick question, sdvocating quaraniine
S of E. Kimberley: An ineloquent but influential advocate for his
district's interests, His son, John F. (b, 1887), for many years
chairman of directors of the Lulugul and Kimberley Pastoral Cos.,
Vice=-Preslident of Pastorallists' Assccistion, has mat on many advisory
commnittees on Kimberley effairs, ’

HOIMES, John Joseph (1866-1942). Founded retail meat businsess,with
backing Alex, Forrest, 1890 : MLA Esst Fremantle, 1897-1904,and 1905:
joined anti-protection party, 1898, and favoured quarantine East
Kimberley,but by 1903 led opposition to maintenance of bane

~ From 2897 %o 1931 part-owner of Bosewcod, H.,an independ-
ent in politics, representsd viewpoint of smaller owners. MIC for
North Province, 191442 (never opposed after first elsction) : at ,
first staunch advocate State Shipping Service, and at all timea =~
opposed monopolies : in 1919, unsuccessfully proposed amsndment
Land Act to eliminate dummy companiss holding over 1,000,000 acres:
Chairman Select Committes into State Shipping Service and Wyndham
Meatworks, 1921 : urged C'wth. control Kimberdsy : in 1938, one of
the few local politicians to opposs project Japanese trade in

E




KILFQYLE,Thomag (d. 1908), overlanded with Dyramks , founder and |

..... part-owner of Rosewood. -His son,John A.C. K. (b.1893),arrived, 1916, . .
Rosewoed; found standard upkeep deteriorated since $ime of Thos, K.t
assumed managership,1923 : during next 25 years instituted improve-
ment programme, esp. with regard fencing,artificisl waters, stock
standards, etc, which Mede Rosewood frequently cited as pattern
property (cf. Payne-Fletcher Repori,Kelly,et al.) Sold property,
1949, to Melbourne absentee owner, William Buckland.

MacDONALD family. The brothers, Charles (1857-1903), William (d.1910)
and Donald (1860-1937) began overlanding cattle from Goulburn, 1882 :
Chas, M. arrived 1885,founding Fossil Downs, owner-managed until 1903.
Eventually station passed to Donald M., who sold half-share to Sir
Sidney Kidman, 1919=31 s the latter's share was then purchased by

M's son, William Neil Mitchell M, (b.1911),who became sole owner,1937.
Willism M. effected improvement policy Foasil Dowms, including notable
homestead and station emenities, and, in 1946, the establishment of
first registered stud in district,with poll shorthorns, With Gordon
Blyths,an innovator in use aircraft to transport atud stock, 1950.

- MALE,Arthur (1870-1946). Junior partner Streeter & Male, pearlers,
merchants, pastoralists (Hill & Roebuck Plains stations)., Major of
Broome,M. was chosen conservative candidate agst. Comnor, 1905, and |
won election MiA for Kimberley, 1905-17 : minister without portfolio,
1910=11. In 1910, developed liveatock trade Broome-Singapore and
Java, After retirement,unsuccessfully opposed Coverley as irdependent,
1927 : associated with Pastoralista' Association in later years.

MILIARD,E, Edward (1877-1953). Qld, cattleman : managed Gogo for - -

Emanuels, 1922-53 : in later years controlled supsrvision all Bmanuel
pastoral properties., M, was noted fof efforts to improve standard of
shorthorn stock on Gogo,for many years main source of supply of herd

~ bulle in West Kimberlsy, In later years, his nephew Arthur M. was
agsociated with him at Gogo.

QUILTY, Thomas John (b. 1887) . Of N.T. station-holding family,

which, in 1917, purchased Bedford Downs, managed by his brother '

Paddy Q. (d. 1938). Q. then controlled ccolgbah._mdghgw‘(n.'_r,) :

(8,000 sqpare miles) . After World War Two, determined concéntrate

on East Kimberley properties : made further purchases in 1950, to

control bloc of stations including Arizona, Bedord Downs, lansdowne,
" and Springvale. Supporter of Air Beef schems and projected intro=-

duction Zebu crossbred cattle, Bush belladist cf some local repute.
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RHATIGAY, Johp Jogeph (b.1907) : an officer of the Department

of Native Affairs, son of an e8Ply smallholder at Turkey

Cresk. On death of Coverley, elected as Labour MLA for |

Kimberley,1953 : policy simllar to predecessor's, AWU Labour

adapted for local requirements, - =~~~
ROSE family. George Canlar Rose (b.1861), oné of the éarliest”
pioneers of West Kimberley, maniger of Yesda for J.i.Game,1883s
purchased Mount Anderson, 1885 ': as manager Yeeda,asscciated
with A.Forrést in first shipment &tock to Perth market, 1890 ¢~
an expert on local aboriginal languages and customs, After his’
retirement, Mount Anderson managed by his son, Ueorge Cafilar R.,
whilst his second son Kimberley Clarke R, managed Liverfnga for -
the Kimberléy Pastoral Gompany from 1931. A son-in=lsw, Willism
Wedge Henwcod,was manager Noonkanbah, 1927-49, and owner Calwyn-
yardah : one of the authors of the 1951 Report to the Pzstoral
Appraisement Board. '

0f G.C.R.'s brothers, Edwin and John Charles R. wers

~ assisted by him, in'1887, in founding the Fitzroy River station -
jster separated into Quanbun (sheep) and Cherrabun (cattle). On
the retirement South of these two owners, 1908, Cherrabun was =~
sold to Emanuel Bros.,and Quanbun passed to 1ts manager, A. Jeffes
R. (1867-1952) and Percy R. (1872-1942), manager of Liveringa in
its 90,000-sheep era, 1901-12. Perey R, withdrew from Quanbun,

1935. The property is now managed by Jeffes R, jnr, (b. 1916)

4 sixth brother in the older generation was Augustus Frederick R,

(1871-1909) ,manager Obagooma, 1893-6, and managing partner of

Leopold Downs, 1897-1909, o
The sheep stations owned by membérs of this family

enjoy & favoursble reputation for improvements and amenities.

EETTRETTEEES
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(Furnished at the request of the Resident Magistrate in Wymham,th'is
report was ferwarded te the Colerial Secretary,and is now included in
C.S.0. file 2605/90,at the Archives branch of the Perth Public Idtrary,
Dated from Denison Dewns, July 29,1890, it provides an interesting picture

of settlement in the early years of the East Kimberley district.)
‘.....The Sturt Creek country vas taken up in 1887 3 and,during
the same year, we left Normanton,Qld. with 750 head of cattle and 30
horses, After a long trip via the tableland, we finally reached our
station in 0ct,1888, with 550 cattle, We had lost a good many Mith
pleuro and Red Water. . Our horaea d:ld not mffor mch en route, except
when crossing the border betvean Sth, Australh and this colony, a.nd
heve they cost us one pound per head. This ve thought & great iu-
~+ -+ justice, The. ca’etle after their long mrch ‘soon started tc mend,and -
in @ very short time we were able to send in a draft to the Kiuberley
goldfields, this itself speaks fdr-thp fattening capabilities of the

Iun,

W A e e e

"The country consists of large opsn plainas, and through these -

¢ Pplains the Sturt winds its way, ' Along its benks Coolibah trees grov =

out from the creek; and hers and t.hara are patches of scrub consisting

~of fattening bushes of all kinds. Thc _creek runs out into big blue- . i

bush flats in places, and in these _places the cattle thrive wonderfully,
The plains and downs are thickly cavared with mtckell grass, whilst

R R

sandridges come in on thg .cngk,_rffheagrridgga,grg cgve;r_ed yit{hﬁmiden_ o
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spinifex and low scritb, Native fruits are very plentiful, the
chief being the wild orange, the pllmtrce and the currant bush,
Iargeyamsarealso tobefonnd in places. o -

"Nov,as regards the uater,it 1s simply wonderful}.y well
vatered., The lake-like holes vould grea’cly surprise the travveller
in these northern climes ‘where water 1a So scarce, Our la.rgest
waterhole is 3 miles long by ¢ mile vide, wa hava had _no heavy
rains since our a.rrival, ‘and the Sturh proper has never run_,_ ‘l:.he
various creeks flgwipg‘.@ntg“tl}q Sturt a_l_:ove our camp have cansed
the Sturt to run past our place tvice ’ but R hava _never seepﬂiv;lvxe.
head waters dovn yet, and do not want to elther, as a heavy flood
would mostly likely wet our blankets,etc, In no instance have the
cattle far to go for water,and in mearly all the holes they can.
SR get & swin. We have explored the country far and wide, We have ~ =
t been 80 miles down the Stjurt Cgeqk to Ai‘:he Sglt_;g};e ,bnt g:(}t}];i

get no water low down,so had to return, The lower Sturt runs right

through barren useless country, nothing but Sgnd,_Spinifpx & Scrub:
cut 30 miles E.S.E. from ocur cemp we found a big creek through
desgert all the WaYye

- . B T U

"As you may imgine,the water ho}.es are covered with

gane of all kinds, The platns gvarm vith native ??mP?"%“?% amd

emus. Turkeys come now end then, Fish are also to be had,but no
very big onos have yet been landed. The horses do vell, end stend
~eny amount of work off the grass, The blacks, ve are glad to say,
- cause no trouble; we rarely see any, and they in no way harass the




"""" gtock, 'In'regard'to the carrying ca'pac_i_f:y@f the;rmn,'it' is. - .
mposs.iiale to say how much it would C&rry. The .prx_'c;sent herd
makes no impression whatsojever. The country is ‘splendidly
fitted for'aheep, no grass seeds to contemi vl’ch,and m‘t@x
everywhere, Our first branding is nee.rly over, ard we will
have e.bout 300 calves to book. The diatanca to Hall's Cree}c

is about 100 miles, over very dry coxmtry; the smll cresks

,,,,,,,,, .- fa—

shipping trade from Wmdm» 28 we _.1_“?"?_ o _,m&?,ke’s_,.réc?,??r__@r
fe.ts. Trusting to hear of yurds;etc. being erected soon_ at
Wyddham,and the other things settled go that the cattle trade

will be a succees,

e o ao w8 - T A o




about 100 yds. wide. It is infested with the Salt Water Crocodile here,

APPEIDIX II (b).

S KDBERIEY T 4910, « « « -~ ©

(Selections from the "Reminiscences! of Richard Allen, bookkeeper at
Gogo, and subsequently at ILulugui, West Kimberley.)

"e stopped a night et Anns Plains cattle station, The lMan-
ager had a hoge Platform about 40 ft. from the ground on which he slept,
as the Hatives were not to.be trusted at night.....The Kangaroo rats
running ebout all night spoilt our night's rest. There mst have been
thousands by their tracks in the Sand., We now passed Edgar's station
and Thangoo,and turned towards the coast, and canped at Cockle Well
before going into Broome town. The Hosquitos were in clouds day and
night,and drove our horses away miles. Sandflys and larch flies torment-
ed you to deathj so we cleaned up, and rode our best horses into Brooncee

"...He loaded up here with Rations, getting some fine Singa-
pore Coffee and other tinned lwuries from the Store of Streeter & Co.
We now had a nasty bit of country to cover, about 90 miles to the Fitz-
Roy River, throuzh dense Pindan and heavy 3and. Water was scaree and
often off the Beaten track a lot of men have died of Thirst on the
track....le however reachsd the Fitaroy River withoubt any Mishap,and
picked up a German Sailor who would have had a2 bad spin if we had not
caught him up. The River was running a fair sirean up to our gi*ths,and

and only & week before & swagmen had gone to sleep on the Bank when a
huge Yoator™ grabbed hiam by the leg, and badly tore his thigh 5 he got
away from it, howsver. :

e canped on the ilorth Bank, the Timber is quite dense,
Coolitah, White Gun, YFine, Cadjebut and Cork, Bauvhinea, Cedar, White Wood
Tig and Orapge trees (matives) grow in great profusion, also dense Patchel
of Cane grass and small Banboo. Fish of all. sorts from Sharks,Stingaree,
Saufish and Barramundie, Eels and Water Snakes sbound; on the Barks are |
thousands of Swamp‘Wallaby'and'other small Marsupials such as il Tailed
Unllaby, and Water Rats not unlike e Platapus in their habiis. Bird 1ife
is very plentiful, flocks of White Cockatoos look like white blossoms on
the Trecs, Galas in flocks, Sulphur crested Cockatoos with their harsh
cries, Crimson Wing Parrots, and lovely Blue Mountain Parrots, Wierros in
flocks, and all sorts of Aquatic birds from pled Geese, Snipe, Cranes,
Jabaroos, Egrets, and Ducks of all kind, quite a gight after the arid
and waterlesa N. West. o

Plain alive wlth cattle. Aftnr crossing this f‘ollou:mD the ielecrapn
Line,we came to the FitzRoy,Hall's Creek Road, and turning to the left,.

camped at Yeeda Catitle Station, Two Bullock Teams were camped ther@,oacn
having 24 bullocks in then loaded for 8% ations up the Rlvcr, big uable‘



. From Jubilee to Fitzroy Crossing was 25 miles., This consisted of |

" ciana, Boub, Cork Wood, and other tropical Trees, and iz alive uwgth

Post Office over a mile away on a hill out of the flood waters,the

,,,,,

2 natives as Bullock boys,those teams are similar to those in South
Africa. Ve now had Yeeda Creek on our left,full of Crocodiles and
other Vermin, and open larsh country to IHobby'!s Well,vhere we camped
for the night....We had to contend against Wild Pigs,which in the
night came arocund our camp picking up scraps of food, Ve now saw
nunerous Bullock Waggons; I counted 42 altogether, In those days,
Kimberley was floprishing. Men passed with packs,and the Police
looking for a lost man who got drowned in the River we had just
crossed,and his body eaten by the‘"Crocs™. The fifteen miles we did
from Hobbys into. Derby the next day, camping at layall's Well where
a bunch of Bullock Teams, Kangaroco Shooters and Drovers had their
plants turned out while they were worshipping at the Shrine of
Bacchus in Derby,

7...We stopped in Derby a wekk, a nice clean little Port,
the Headquarters of the West Kimberley district.: Derby is pronounced
as it is spelt,not as the Enzlish pronounce it,and if you happen to
say "Dorby" they all look at you. The town has or had in 1909 three
Hotels which all appeared to have a good trade, There is a long
jetty here,with an "I" piece at the end, There is a4 rise and fall in
‘the Tide here of about 40 ft. and when the tide is out the vessels sit
on the lud,and you can walk arcund them., The waters are infesied with
sharks and Crocodiles,so no bathing is possible. There’ic a big
differcnce between Broonme and Derby. The forner is the headquarters
of Pearling,and the latter of the Cattle Industry of the liorth, and 3

guite half the 8chool Children have a dash of the "Tar Brush". The
old residentsz in both places rather "resgent® being called Nerthe
Westers, always calling themselves Kimberleyites, not that they resent
it or consider themselves beiter than the "sheep men® of the llorth-
Hest, bul there is such a vast difference between the tuo divisions,
and it is about 400 miles from FitzRoy RBiver to De Grey at the top
end of the Horth-West. The main strect of Derby is lined with Poin-

Bird Life. The Boab is a peculiar tree, growing to 40 and &0 ft. in ]
height, with a girth of sometimes &0 ft. It has a pretty vhite blossom |
at the start of the Wet season,and & nut forms which is cooked by the

(Allen proceeds to Fitzroy Crossing)

"I was now in the Cattle Country properi right from
Jubilee Downs to Camowecl on ths Queensland border was Cattls country,
and when leaving Jubllec House Paddock the next fence was 115 miles,

a "Pub" store, Police Station ¥ mile away on Bank of River, and the

vhole of this FitzRoy valley being subjected to heavy floods. Here
I camped on the Bank of the River about % mile below the "PubM.... ™




-and singing seemed to be their chief amusement,and gambling at night;

and 166.)

The crowd at the Pub consisted of about 12 whites,not including the

Publican, his man, and & Chinese cook.' All ‘the ren had good plants -~ -

of horses and packs in those days, and were mogtly drovers,Station
Hands,Prospectors,etc.,just in to load up and enjoy themselves, Drink

as there were no white women,they were dressed anyhow,in fact some
had very little clothing on at all., Beer was 3/6 a bottle and 20/-

a gallon. Whisky and other spirits averaged £1 a Bottle and the grog -
was not of the best quality either. The Police Station was a Bungalow
in which two Troopers lived., One was generally out on Patrol,and was
often away for 2 and 3 months,this being the biggest Police district
in the State. Very few whites ever got into trouble here, mostly
natives and coloured. You had to report yourself here,who and vhat
you were,and where you came fronm, in case you got lost or speared by
natives in the Wild Bush. The Telegraph and Post Of{ice ran a Post-
laster and a Linesnman, the latter had 260 miles of telegraph line to
lock after, This little place in the HNever Never has no less than 9
Cattle Stations within a radius of 50 miles, which 15 no distance in
the Bush even in these days of horses and Packs.

"I now started in the employ of Emanuel Bros. in one of
their Droving Plants with a chap named Evans who had been a Dispatch
Rider to Lord Milner in 3. Africa during the Boor War§y the Outfit

consisted of 25 horses and Miles, Evans, another Wnlie Man, o Scotsman, : §
» 5 ’ s - |

and riyself and three native boys. We had 580 head of bullocks and
generally travelled them 10 and 12 miles per day, walbering the Cattile
midday, and letting them feed alonz to the night Camp which was

 generally an open space with no timber,and one tree to tie up the nizht : .§

horsesy these three animals never did any work by day, being kept to
ride around the Cattle at night, the Cook and his boy going on ahead,
and getting wood and a {fire goinz,nas we cane to camp aboul Sundown
and did not pul the Cattle into Camp until just dark. The night wvas
divided intd watches of about 23 hours cachi vith a boy,I took the
daylight watch. You needed a big warn coat,as the nighis were cold.
I used to ride around for a bit singing,and meel the Boy on his end,
and then sit on my horsc. Generally the Cattle cemped well if ihey
had a good day's feeding and plenty of water, but should anything

frighten them such as Kangaroos or rain, you had a job to hold them,

I used to take the Cattle off camp in the morning,ard then returu,wash,
and have my breakfast and then follow on and catch vp the mob. We al-

ways carried our Lunch with us,and so on to. the Port. All our provis-

ions vere carried,and when we wanted ifeat,ve killed a small one {rom
the mob. On reaching Derby,ws put the Cattle into the yards on the
Jetby,and ve had finished. UYe generally took 21 days to get them to
the Ship,and were allowed 2% days to get back to the Station."

{Other quotations from this work are given on pages 147
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The crowd at the Pub consisted of about 12 whites,not including the

of horses and packs in those days, and were mostly drovers,Station
Hands,Prospectors,etc.,just in to load up and enjoy themselves, Drink

+and singing seemed to be their chief amusenment,and gambling at night;

as there were no white women,they were dressed anyhow,in fact sone
had very little clothing on at all. Beer was 3/6 a bottle and 20/-

a gallon. Whisky and other spirits averaged £1 a Bottle ard the grog -
was not of the best quality either. The Police Station was a Bungalow
in vhich two Troopers lived, One was generally out on Patrol,and was
often away for 2 and 3 months,this being the biggest Police district
in the State. Very few whites ever got into trouble here, mostly
natives and coloured. You had to report yourself here,who and what
you were,and where you came from, in case you got lost or speared by
natives in the Wild Bush. The Telegraph and Post Office ran a Post-
laster and a Linesman, the latter had 260 niles of telegraph line to
look after, This little place in the Hever Never has no less than 9
Cattle Stations within a radius of 50 miles, which is no distance in
the Bush even in these days of horses and Packs.

"I now started in the crploy of Emnuel Brog. in one of
their Droving Plants with a chap named Evans vho had been a Dispatch

"Rider to Lord Milner in S. Africa during the Boer War§ the Quifit

consisted of 25 horses and Miles, ZIvans, another White lMan, o Scobsman,
and myself and three native boys. We had 580 head of bullecks and
generally travelled then 10 and 12 mlles per day, wabering the Cattle
nidday, and letting then feed alony to the nizght Camp whieh was
cenerally an open space with no timber,and one tree to tie up the nizght
horcesy these three animals never did any work by day, beinz kept to
ride arcund the Catile at night, the Cock arnd his boy goling on ahead,
and getting weod and a fire going,nas we cane to camp aboul Sundoun

and did not put the Cattle into Camp until just darlk. The night was
divided intb watches of about 2 hours eachj with a boy,I took the
daylight watch. You needed a big warix coat;as the nizhis were cold.

I used to ride around for a bit singing,and meet the Boy on his end,
and then sit on my horsc. Generally the Cattle camped well if they
had a good day's feeding and plenty of water, but should anything

frighten them such as Xanzaroos or rain, you had a job to hold then,

and 166.)

I used to take the Cattle off camp in the morning,and then return,wash,
and have my breakfast and then follow on and catch vp the mob. We 2l-
ways. carried our Lunch with us,and so on to the Port. All cur provig-
ions were carried,and when we wanted llcat,ve killed a small one from
the mob. On rcaching Derby,we put the Cattle into the yards cn the
Jetty,and we had finished. We generally took 21 days to get them to
the Ship,and were allowed 27 days to get back to the Station.”

(Other quotetions from this work are given on pages 147
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APPENDIX IV.

Year

1881
1882
1883
188
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
-1890
1891
11892
1892
11894
-1895
1896
11897
11898
-1899
-1900

~1901

©1902
©1903
- 1904

KIMBERILEY . DISTRICT

1GS

Total

Acreage
leased

5,512,080
4414 201,080
51,289,080
39,734,080
35,262,080
27,151,080
16,831,080
15 ,244,,000
15,321,090
15,041,000
15,313,000
14,706,000
14,080,000
14y 474,000
14,752,000
14,656,000
16,643,520
17,403,520
15,632,341
17,831,510
20,057,847
24,956,725
30,615,260
27,783,466

(+) TFrom 1881 to

Year

- s 9 s 3 >

%g

11907 .
11908 -
11909
11910

11911
11912

11913

11914
11915
11916
11917
11918
11919
11920
11921
11922
11923
11924
11925
11926
41927
11928
11929
11930

1904, acreage taken as at 31st

(+)

. ACRRAGES OF QCCUPIED HOLDI

E.Kimberley W.Kimberley Total

Acreage

;mvmogsomw
10,694,377
13,225,152
11,822,559
12,062,935

11,978,389

12,708,926
13,666,269
13,692,927
14,4830,715
16,302,405
13,782,324
19,044,420
19,427,417
19,137,812
18,811,263
22,929,249
20,514,577
20,888,112
21,350,118
225,036,473
18,292,005
18,983,599
18,6423543
19,028,486

Acreage

21,397,339
21,343,608
21,872,740
22,487,761
21,034,289
23,178,553

21,732,792

21,695,080

122,770,584,

24,758,062

25,218,637

23,770,309

25,639,178
25,500,662
25,733,092
24,853,459
24,942,907
24,y 407,841
23,692,895
4,491 4445
23,787,906
22,455,624
22,145;094
23,250,344

Acreage

27,598,392
um»oum»mmw
35,097,892
34,310,320
33,097,224
wmv4W®~@bN
34,440,718
35,362,349
36,463,511

42,520,042
37,552,633
4230,642
45,066,595
Ulpy 643,474,
Nbumbb»me
46,732,708
454457 484

45,295,953

45,051,013
L5,527,918
42,079,911
41,439,223
40,787,637
42,278,830

Decenber.

Year

va

1931
11932
11933
11934
11935
11936
11937
11933
11939
11940
L1941
' 1942
11943
11944
11945
11946
11947
11948
11949
11950
' 1951
11952
11953

sy 2 -

From 1906 on, a3 at 30th June.

E.Ximberley W.Kimberley

Acreage

18,613,558
185231,524
18,384,251
18,631,558
18,799,964
19,503,097
19,016,297
19,653,876
19,4144394
20,317,573

19,546,451

29,285,936
20,024,953
NO&Q&OVN—.WW
20,849,995
22,916,094
22,831,169
21,782,431
NdsOmOwNQO
22,585,085
20,640,763

. Aereage

23,027,545 -

23,369,887

qudmwummm,

23,687,488
22,566,924,
21,776,589

20,802,624
19,619,140

21,430,963
19,573,616
NwamquO®
20,717,223
18,922,251
19,738,115
19,713,292
21,206,195
21,793,447
21,603,042
NO“mbquw%
22,585,184

Total
Acreage

41,731,103

.5@&00@&%@&

41,520,937
42,219,046
/1,366,888

1,279,686
39,660,165

vbbwbw@umOO

39,034,534
4157484536
39,120,067
40,876,042
bOthNuuﬂw
39,682,706
40,588,110
42,629,387
4y 037,364,
43;575,888
43,539,341
43,225,819
433225,947
bquA#ummm
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AFPENDIX VI.

LIFESTOCK STATISTICS FOR KIMBERIEY DISTRICT.
{a) : Cattle.

WEST KIMBERLEY

Over

1 yr. Calves Total
4 a 50
a a 860
a a 2,122
a a 5,069
a a 7,298
a a 184744
a a 15,087
a a 17,937
a a 20,73
a a 22,422
a a - 27,365
a a 33,424
. a 36,624
31,618 4,570 36,196
44,1)3 9,&10 53;371
51,250 11,173 62,423
59,933 16,209 76,142
- 749205 17,995 92,200

93 140 1?,848 11);0
96 464 25,953 122,417
111,416 23,737 135,153
128,998 30,055 159,053
155,825 26,123 181,948
166,906 31,164 198,070
1c 3)3)) 33, 5) 221)586
202,543 42,970 245,513
226,411 48,173 274,554,
263,390 44,534 307,924
256,137 50,559 306,696
264,672 48,729 313,401
.305’488_49’500. 354,988
280,063 41,449 321,512

281,088 48,859 329,947
283,679 58,036 341,75
346,926 61,440

-1 yr.

'227’344 35)749

EAST KIVBERIEY
Over
Calves Tptal
0]
(b)3,000
(b)o,OOO

(c11,566
(c)23,957
(e)25,450
(0)27y448

50,240
49,219
53,762
55,293
58,528
71,325

PR POPEEEEP DD
R R R R R RN N R )

46,629 11,899
66,70L 4,821
7,543 17,167 = 88,730
84,609 12,013 96,622
102,900 ,9_691 T
120,050 20,086 140,136
143,114 17,127 160,243
150,008 25,055 175,063
174,315 24,731 199,046
186,265 33,387 219,652
209,226 32,923 242,149
179,437 25,169 204,606
190,733 20,188 210,921
169,265 34,931 204,296
175;884 39)211 ?1)50 5
175,683 43,790 219,473
183,175 35,540 218,715
256,276 33,096 289,372
213,443 41,422 254,,865
263,093
225,755 39,849

10,597
13,266 .20

265,604

IMBEBLEE

Total

50
2;960’
10,122
15,666 -
2564
20,260
39,044
43,457
48,161
72,662

.76,584

87,186
91,917
Oy T4
117,864
151,153
172,764
204,751

- 238,519

262,553
295,3%4
2345116
380,9%
117,722
463,735
450,119
4PJ;30)
521,79?
532 3874
573,703

'6105884

584,812
604,808
667,970

STATE
Total

64:558 :

71,102
70,408

88,254

935544

195,822 ]

119,571
130,970
133,690
162,886
173,747

187,214 |

200,091

199,793 1

2y, 911
269,947
297,075
338,590

437,136
497,617
561,490
631,825
690,011
717,377
741,788
793,217

825,040 - 1§
843,638 1§
806,294 -

834,265

863,835

821,048
863,930

927,806 |

a th available.

b : Hot given in contemporary Blue Books "estlmated from other’ vources.
‘c‘:'Althoush these are the figures given in the Blue Books, 1838-1891,
‘ there en.fcs sone probabllity of .maccumcy.

it ot et ey Gy o

398,547 ‘*j




g

B

- 151,629

WEST KDBERIEY EAST KIMBERLEY KIMBERLEY  STATE
Over Calves Total | Over Calves Total Total TCTAL
1 yr. 1 yr.
311,260 55,447 366,707| 225,756 40,496 266,252 | 632,959 | 943,847
76,569 31,625 308,194| 233,739 41,950 275,699 | 583,893 | 880,644
53,060 35,908 288,9¢8| 218,936 36,108 255,044 | 544,032 | 849,803
247,021 45,863 292,884 220,611 43,216 263,827 | 556,711 | €93,108
239,755 48,655 288,410| 231,256 52,736 283,992 | 572,402 | 939,596
39,685 47,597 287,282 233,759 68,559 302,318 | 589,600 | 953,764
226,841 31,704 258,635 | 261,022 60,59/ 321,616 | 580,254 891,564
217,411 36,820 254,231 242,639 47,167 289,806 543,037 | 835,911
204,752 35,158 239,910 245,308 51,880 297,198 537,108 | 827,303
201,891 43,284 245,175 250,368 60,029 310,397 | 555,572 | 846,735
199,735 45,163 244,898 263,858 57,448 321,306 566,204 | 837,527
198,598 53,994 252,592 261,07 43,817 304,888 | 557,480 | 836,646
202,763 32,413 235,175 228,409 42,206°270,615 | 505,791 812,844
194,594 34,344 228,938 215,189 51,010 266,199 | 494,137 826,532 .
182,507 38,866 221,373| 220,984 44,895 265,879 | 487,252 | 857,173
183,965 39,659 223,634| 216,460 42,037 258,497 | 482,131 | €85,669
189,047 38,994 228,041| 217,184 38,410 R55:594 | 483,635 | 911,940
184,610 31,092 215,702| 206,453 45,758 252,211 | 467,913 | 382,761
177,712 31,073 208,785| 203,464 39,041 242,505 | 451,290 | 792,508
167,567 33,244 205,811| 184,102 37,815 221,917 | 427,728 | 70,241
172,305 41,285 213,500| 190,832 44,894 235,726 | 449,316 | 767,630
166,957 44,608 213,505 198,081 53,768 251,849 | 485,444 | 799.175
155,579 36,902 192,481 194,706 55,893 250,599 443,080 | 788,928
166,419 42,101 208,520 212,209 55,249 267,453 | 475,973 | 839,731
166,257 29,811 196,088 220,522 43,859 2644371 | 460,439 | 931,231
176,508 35,605 212,213 _17,725 41,237 258,920 | 471,193 | 870,930
180,985 39,500 - 191,435| 245,915 30,99 277,909 | 459,394 | 852,563
153,890 26,629 120,519 251,049 2%,469 279,518 1 400,037 | 833,567
152,522 32,708 185,230] 227,210 27,405 254,615 439,845 | 811,949
153,346 31,777 185,123 220,484 24,525 245,000 430,132 | 815,610
156,545 37,824 194,369| 258,886 26,007 284,893 | 479,262 | 864,131
153,738 34,918 1€8,656] 261,630 33,107 294,737 433,293 | 864,936
40,112

191,741 214,939 52,835 267,824 | 459,565 | 841,204

162,975 - . RE0.983 | 423,938 | #6281

Uest Himberley Ro

(+) 4s from 1942, statistics are taken "as st 31st Mareh? of the year
following. ' : e

TWest Kimberley",invthis,and.follouingfﬁables,-1nclu@es Brooms and || = e
ad Board districts : "East Kimberley" includes 2

Hall's Creck and Wyndham Read Board districts, - .




yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

APPENDIX VI -« - -+« « oo

(p) Sheep.
(1) Average Fleece Welght jn Kimberley Wool Clip, 19161951,
Year West Kimberley E. Ky. Year Broome W, Ky. E. Ky,
lbs,. 1bs, lbs, lbs, ~ 1bs,.

1916 49 L7 1933 658 5¢5 5.8
1917 be? 5.7 1934 6,0 56 6.3
1 91 8 401 AOIP 1935 6.6 ) 630 6-4
1920 4.8 4.0 1937 5.9 . 5.3 6.0
1921 4a5 3.7 © 1938 6.1 6.0 ° 6.2
1922 4.8 5.8 1939 6,1 5.7 6.2
1923 bl 5.3 1940 5.6 5.9 7.2
19% 4.6 - 5;8 1941 5-7 509 ’ 7.2
1926 501 500 } 1943 o 607 6.5 ) . 6.3
1927 5¢4 541 1944 7e3 Te2 7.5
1928 5.2 5.3 1945 T4 6.2 2.4
1 Broome W. Ey. 1946 7e5 61 5.9

1bs,. 1bs. 1947 6.4 6,3 6.3
1929 603 5-3 507 1948 609 . 605 7:2
1930 6.2 5.5 5.0 1949 7.2 7.1 8.2
1921 6.9 L7 564 1 1650 6.6 . . 8,4 . 6.7
1932 6L 5.2 4.8 1951 (7.3)
(i) Sheep Porulaticn of Kimberley District, 1881-1951.
Yeax West Kimberley East Kimberley ¥imberleys State

Total Tetal Tobal Total

1881 5,000 - 5,000 15267,912
1882 20,000 20,000 15259,707
1883 28,120 28,120 1;215,155
1884 46,839 46,839 14547,061
1885 55,597 1 . . 554597 | 1,702,819
1886 66,159 2,950 69,109 | 1,809,671
;1888 87,328 1,160 83,488 2,112,302
1889 95,353 734 96,087 | 2,266,681 .
1890 107,852 100 107,952 . | 2,524,013
1891 116,104 51 116,155 | 1,962,212 |
1892 129,74 % 129,810 - | 1,685,500
1893 125,987 | 12 125,999 | 2,2205642
1894 154,299 4 1544303 | 2,132,311 .
1895 - 182,14 o 12,295,832
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APPENDIX VII.
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LIVESTCCK EXPORTS FROM KIMBERLEY,

{1) Sheep Sent to Fremantle.
Year Ex Ex Ex Total | Year Ex Total
Broome Derby Wyndham - - Derby
1894 3,051 T 3,051 1926/7 3,909 3,909
1895 7,916 7,916 1927/8  1,9M 1,97
1896 12,349 12,349 1928/9 1,208 = 1,208
1897 11,066 11,066 1929/30 0
1898 11,840 11,840 1930/1 4]
1899 liot available x 1931/2 ‘ 0.
1900 14,000 14,000 1932/3 0
(a) - 1933/4 .0
1901/2 16,391 16,391 1934/5 0
1902/3 14,365 144365 1935/6 0
1903/4 Not available =~ 1936/7 3,015 3,015
1904/5 ot available - 1937/8  4Lyl3T 4,437
1905/6 1,907 - 1,907 1938/9 0
1906/7 13,724 13,724 ' .
1907/8 15,305 15,305 | 1939/45  Wo oxports .
1908/9 1,379 11,948 13,327 ' o -
1909/10 ot available - 1945/6 707 707 -
1910/1 700 45,286 2,232 48,218 | 1946/7 7,985 7,985
1911/2 18,591 2,736 21,327 1947/8 0 0
C1912/3 0 - - - 15,714 1,476 17,190 | . 1948/9 - 3,982 . 3,982 . .
1913/4 7,454 202 8,256 1949/50 3,030 3,030
191475 507 14,849 15,356 1950/1 6,364 6,364
1¢15/6 18,359 18,359 1951/2 ot vei available
1916/7 14,4949 14,949 1952/3  lot yel available.
. 1917/8 6,503 6,503
16/9 845 845 - _
1919/20 o (a) 4s fronm 1901,records
1920/1 S 2,085 2,085 | are taken as for the yesr
1921/2 1,296 1,296 ending June 30th.
1922/3 ) 0 _
1923/4 225 - 825 Export figures to lalaya
1924/5 2,329 2,329 are fot available for each
1925/6 487 . 4y298 . . 4y785. | porte e




(1i) Cattle sent to Fremantld.

1
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Year Ex Ex Ex Year
Broome Derby Wyndham Tgtal Broome Derby Totel
1890 33 83
1691 560 580 | 1926/7 576 42,673 13,249
1892 1,140 1,140 | 1927/8 877 12,673 13,550
1893 1,925 1,925 1 1928/9 367 14,917 15,284
1894 1,647 o+ (40,6471 1929/30 578 14,939 15,517
1895 1,442 +  (=)1,442] 1930/1 430 14,663 15,093
1695 3,017 +  (=)3,01711931/2 1,196 7,835 9,831
1697 3,466 +  (=)3,466]1932/2 965 9,319 10,283
1898 3,311 0 3,311} 1933/4 1,153 8,856 10,009
1899 + 7,692 (=)7,6921 1934/5 1,361 9,529 10,890
1900  + L4639 + (=)4,63911935/6 353 9,793 10,146
(2) ‘ 1936/7 836 12,861 13,697
1901/2 + 6,648 10,172 (=16,8201 1937/8 202 11,220 11,422
1902 + 6,369 14,986 (=21,355| 1938/9 0 11,922 11,922
1903/4 0 1,573 16,622 18,195 4 -
1904/5  + + + + 1939/45 ot givene
1905/6 .0 2,278 7,789 10,067 : e
1906/7 0 43395 14,589 18,984 1945/6 O Lyi59 Ly459
1907/8 875 &,077 12,515 21,487 | 1946/7 0 - 6,378 6,378
1908/9 3,054 7,933 7,320 18,307|1947/8 O 7,220 7,224
1909/10  + + + o+ [ 1948/9 O 6,087 6,087
1910/1 4 14,352 11,120 25,886 | 1949/50 382 8,580 8,962

1911/2 120 11,970 10,683 22,773 11950/1 0 - 9,336 9,336

1913/4 5L 13,175 14,160 27,389
1014/5 1,094 19,265 6,102 26,4571 | meemmmmom oo e e e
1915/6 0L 14,218 5,351 20,509 |
1916/7 0 13,462 3,869 17,331] (+) it availsble.
1917/ 0 11,545 1,044 12,589
1915/9 198 8,282 1,525 10,005 | (=) ©Delieved incomplete.
151$/20 10,345 51€ 10,866
1920/21 433 18,140 574 19,347 | {a) As from 1901, statistical year
- 1921/2 c 11,172 526 - 11,698 ends at June 30th.
1922/3 6 9,308 1,095 10,409
S C23/L - 536 12,277 1,163 13,976 | H.B. EBxport figstwes from the various
192%/5 69 10,666 4,213 14,948 ports do not include cottle over-




(¢) Livestock: E .S Cattle to Agiae |
Vanyp Malavan States . E, I. Philippines Toba
loe of Value |lio., of Value. |No., of Value.| Ho. of Value
beasts (£) |beasts (£) beasts (£) beasts (£)
1698 172 1,102 172 1,102
18?9 203 1,239 203 1,239
{a
1910 6 1,497 11,953 6,272) 2,369 7,771
1911 4,728 19,947 | 3,465 11,348] 8,193 31,295
1912 4y315 19,257 | 9,625 29,968{13,940 494225
1913 5,491 23,033 | 8,373 25,137{13,855 /8,185
1914(b) 2,957 13,045 | 5,344 16,6321 8,301 29,677
1914~15 5,053 22,315 | 4,841 14,523] 9,894 36,888
1915-16 4,624, 20,693 | 1,000 4,050 5,624 24,743
1916=17 1,853 8,881 900  4,500{ 2,753 13,381
1917-¢8 1,043 . 5,367 1,043 5,367
1918-19 13 . 280 : : 13 280
1919-20 566 3,514 |2,316 13,896 2,882 17,210
1020-21 - -3 81 13,606 21,826 3;609 _1,907
1921=22 1 20 |53,082 33,039 2,298 12,9591 7,361 46,018
1922-23 12 292 13,079 19,085 | 7,092 39,050 110,183 558,227
1923-24, | 1,328 8,060 15328 5,060
1024~ 25 0 2,050 400 2,050
1925-26 | 653 . 1,078 {2,677 13,720 | . . . . 3,340 ¢ 44,798
“““ 1926-27 3,020 14,714 584 1,480 13,604 16,174
1927-28 581 3,626 670 3,990 | 4,807 12,170 ] 6,118 19,786
1928-29 | 219 1,345 797 44850 1,016 6,296
1929-30 3 48 . ' 3 48
1930-31 10 140 259 1,295 269 1,435
1031-32 256 1,340 265 1,340
(c) .
29%6—47 291 10,041 30 800 321 10,841
QJ .

(2) o shipments bebveen 1900 and 1909, tubt 3,512 head (valied o
were shipped to fatel,Scuth Africg,from Wyddham,in 1902,

()

Pericd from January
fénancia

1 years ending June 30%th,

stud cattle sent up to Inlaya.
o shiprents between 1947 and 19

I'o shipments between 1932 and 1946,cxcept for o very small mumboer

53;except for stud animals.

de
U

£10,836)
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AFFENDIX VIII.
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(excluding those overlandedlinto N. T.

Year Purchased at Sold at Robb's Sold overseas (12
Wyndhanm Horks Jetty . F'tls  mths ending June) Total
Av.Price Av.Price Av,
. £ s o. £ s " No. Price
1919 | 9,281 7 1 x x 13 £13 11 (=) 9,29
1920 {18,482 7 5 X x 2,882 6 3 (=) 21,380
1921 + +  [=)9,7M4 13 2 3,609 6 0 (=) 13,323
1922 22,636 3 18 (8)5,716 15 1| 71,381 6 & (=) 35,743
1923 30,418 3 31 10,721 14 8 | 10,183 5 19 51,322
192»4 26:539 3 7 12;290 15 1"# 1,328 6 1 50,15'7
1925 {19,848 3 51 13,981 12 13| . 400 5 2 34,229
1926 124,920 3 11| 10,748 15 11 3,30 4 9 39,008
1927 26,734 3 18 10,478 15 11 3,604 4 8 40,816
1928 |27,127 3 18| 12,709 19 7| 6,118 3 5 45,954
1929 | 25,766 5 0} 16,391 15 14 1,016 5 5 43,173
1930 | 31,051 4 9 2,718 10 13 3 16 4£3,772
1931 {31,170 3 = 6| 11,230 9 0 260 5 7 42,669
1932 128,459 2 19 9,041 9 7 266 5 0. 37,766
1933 131,239 2 15 9,589 9 19 | . mmmmmmmcomecemenbe e 40,528
1934 133,003 3 0t 10,957 7T 11 43,960
1935 | 35,918 4 2 9,911 9 18 | Furchased Prrchasedi 45,829
1036 128,946 3 10! 10,897 10 13 | by Brooue by dir Becf 39,843
1937 139,212 4 2| 10,864 9 O |leatworks Glenvoys; 49,896
1932 | 38,346 4 - 11} 10,662 10 10 - - 49,008
1939 136,721 4 121 10,765 11 7 Ho. 0. 47,486
1940 133,762 5 4| 10,7606 12 16 x + (= 44,522
1941 125,928 4 111 10,772 13 2 e + (=)36,700
1942 | 411 zales madbloy Comronwealth Govi, emarvgency regulatlions. b'd
19431 4+ + 3,670 16 0 x * (=) 2,670
19441+ + Ly %6 17 0 x + (=) 4,346
1945 17,060 &6 181 2,518 15 13 b + (= 120,578
1946 28,366 6 9 ,903 14 7 % + = )34,269
19471 28,347 7 7V 6,623 14 16 % + (=)34,970
1948 | 30,579 & 19 6,352 17 11 x + =)36,911
1949 31,734 10 5 7,816 22 16| 8,754 1,605 50,109
19501 33,410 12 10| 8,028 29 18| 7,991 3,676 | 53,105
1951 30,437 - x| 9,131 33 5 6,903 | 4,079 50,550
1952 19,449 x 7,961 37 3| 5,203 5,185 37,798
19531 26,065 = «x 5,721 x| 6,300 3,524 41,610
(x) ot available, .
(+) Was not operating in this year. - ' :
(=) Incomplete. It is ¥mown that Broomo's mz&ﬁmna surnoff was 0,7)4 head

in 1949,s0 that figures betuebn 1940 and 1940 may be approxirately

ssessed.
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POPUIATION AND TABOUR.

(a) . Population, 1890-1920.

(i) Electoral Rolls.

Males Females Total 4 ZEast Kimberley WVest

Hreoome & YW, Kirherlev

88
71
Hot avdilable
30
26
84
9
g0
89
65
65
108
231
251
1,749
1,1W
1,373
1,087 157 1,24,
15341 0 0 180 - 1,52
1,402 219 1,621
1,328 230 1,558
1,476 245 1,726
: 1,293
1,413 250 1,853
15413 250 1,663
Jot available ' o
1,200 186 1,38
15229 194 154231
15254 200 1,454
15192 207 1,399

Kimberley| Total

39
37

38

98
100

117

100

144
150

251
359

ary
Jf

E.Ximherlsv and Goldfields

niles females Total

G4 48 1,042
1,805 175 1,980

1,173 431 1,604

nmales females Total

213 34 247

205 - - 35 - 240 -
324 3% 358

189

127

2,220
1,962
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1938

1929 1
1940

1241

1940
1941

of some oort¢

hles
252
270
272
284
237
261
270
308
295
301
287
321
300
321
296
293
288
276
257
259
262
294
274

I .;3.169
OW 3

7
786

260

’1[
Lp

869

889

(¢) labour Permanently Engaged in

Primary Industry, 1907-1941.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

WHITE ASTATIO
Females Total [lhles Females Total
11 263 35 - 35
15 285 29 - 29
20 292 39 - 39
16 300 28 1 29
5 242 18 - 18
6 267 25 - 25
6 276 28 - 23
9 317 27 . - 27
10 305 28 1 29
11 332 33 - 33
16 303 28 - 28
7 328 26 1 27
7 307 24 1 25
15 336 21. 1 22
13 309 22 - 22
11 304 25 1 26
14 302 23 1 24,
7 283 18 -, 18
- 8 265 | 25 - 25
10 269 25 - 25
10 272 21 - 21
S 302 19 - 19
9 233 14 2 16
,,,,, g . 286 | 14 . 1 - 15
2 284 13. = 13
8 258 13 - 13
14 264 16 - 16
17 278 9 - S
12 259 7 - 7
14 2256 9 - 9
18 302 12 - 12
AL IATIQOALITIES.
Perizanent Casual
Females Total Jales TFemales LOu&l
161 304 284, 153 537
- 261 1,047 980. 61 349
'h I"La QiTLY
16 276 i 224 3 232
6 247 ﬁoﬁ given
“ABORIGIIES QLY
361 1,230 135 63 108
253 1,142 149 26 175

ABORIGINAL
itales Females
500 - 352
505 380
557 401
645 431
562 386
645 485
748 530.
659 L672
651 455
719 523
803 560
826 - 595
77 580
855 - 644,
876 655
568 652
1 033 689
949 674
946 699
1 021 824,
9oO 738
963 679
1,007 - ™1
1,042 801
1 3062 T
1,044 778
999 727
1,032 767
1,031 E44,
8&7 580
Total
Inles Females
1,027 214
1, O"/4 - 322
[5,8:’;- 21{{;
1,004 424,
1,038 - 27

| blﬁcb 1Qq1, u+&tlSulCS given do nbd distinguish bntueen white and
aboriginal workers,and include only those persons recelving payment

a conmparative record to be made.

They are thus inoufflcientlj complete to allos

"1,106

Tobal

Total
852
885

- 958

1,076

948
1,130
1,278
1,131

1,242
1,363

1,421

1,367
1,499
15531
1,620
1,722
1,623
1,045
1,845
1,843
1,642
1}7?8"
1,843
1,853
1,822
1,799
1,875
1,467’

1,341

15396

508

1,428

1,317
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Comparison of Four Vestey Companies and

......
,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,

(Flora Valley and largaret River Pastoral Co.,Nicholson Pastoral Cosy |

Four Quner-llenaged Units,1233-47.

(i)

Vestevs!.

ey

Gordon Downs Pastoral Co., and Sturt Creek Grazing Co. Average 3
rainfall, 17", Tobal acreage,3,544,634.)

- v S s - 2D = o w T > o D s T e S > Y T BD is aer W O W G M TS s G U W W i T S e O B e e K D g 2 00 T b 0 S T ol W P W

Total Total lo,

Year., lioa
Cattle

—— - —— T Y o e W s P s e T . BT e e W e T ot G S e S 08 e S e e W T T W e D

1933 55,090
1934 56,150
1935 54,648
1936 54,017
1937 48,145
1938 . 50,131
1939 51,354
1940 51,888
1941 33,850
1942 51,003

1943 55,059 .

1944 59,156
1945 59,670
1945 51,921
1947 50,849

{Arimonn-Bedford Downs, Billiluna, Rosewood, and Ruby Plei

TP 0 o s s van - T M s s e w o e W g B sy B s it W B o T 3 O A A e e M e i i M NP D WD LR TR I 3 e W4

1946 42,311
1947 41,499

Bull

Calves  pur-

chases

8,210 0
11,046 41
12,294 150
10,509 O

11,572 o
11,640 132
11,966 51

10,455 40~
13,674 &0
12,787 . 60
13,895 85
15,200 0
11,285 0

7,137
8 » 21:),3

3,757

e e Y - s T 20 TP S e D 4 e SB SR e W W e TE WS MR W W 8 W B e S G S e My 300 P T B S S e v B D S ek e W 0 P 2 o]

(ii)  Smllholdingse

Percentagse of entire

‘Calves Sold Mortality

Total
Hort-
ality
5,530 15
53547 20
6,625 22
6 s 943 ‘f 9’;;"
9,068 16
6,401 = 23
43594 2
55994 2

- 4,809 2?%
'3,693 - 23

5751 23

6,103 25%
7,515 1%
75,121 22

herd,

© rainfall, 183". Total acreeze,3621048.)

“gvail&blo :

Not

PR SRR Wi aeh v

ns. Average
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APPEIDIX XI : (b) Results of Kimberley Legislatite Assembly

T Elections. . . . . . . . e e
WEST KIMBERIEY : EAST KIMBERLEY

1890 A. Forrest (unopposed) . 1890 W.L. Baker {unoppozed)

189%4¢ Forrest,A. 53 71893> ( ' )
Streeter,G.S. 28 - 1894 (Francis Connor:unopposed)

1897 ( )

1897 TForrest, unopposed

4901 FORREST,A. 105 1901 COMIOR, F. 33
Biddles,F. 29 o Stretch, W. 32

1901 PIGGDIT, S.C. 54 |

loran,C.Jd. 52
Vood,B.C. 24
 KLBERIEY
e Broome Derby Wyndham Inland  Postal Total
o , centres  votes :

- L D (+) |

1904, COIIROR,F. 152 33 3% M3 88

Co Piggott,S.C.‘: 169 0 13 29 65 276

19054 Connor,F.(Ind,) 74 41 33. 38 186
MALE, A, (Lib.) 189 i3 15 42 259

1908 - 1ALE,A. (Iib.) 307 2, 15 43 410

s 0 'Donoghpe, ¥, 49 48 21 119 237

~ (Ind.) o - ‘ |

1911 14IE,A. (Iib.) 301 Lo 450 | 399
Broun,T.L. (Ind), 1238 = 44 = 20 €0 - 252
| _Lab.) . -

1914 I&.XIE}A& (lj_b-) . . Unopposed .......

1917 DURACKM.P. (1at.)274 73 69 o5 - 511
lioloney, J. (lab.) 31 8 = si 33 128
Cameron, A. (lLab.) 4 7 n 13 R 35
Uollingsworth (Mat.R6 - 5 - S

- 1921 DURACK,M.P. (C.P.) 266 23 47 42 g 378
Cornish,J. (Lab.) 61 5 102 69 27

Willessee,W.(Inds) 56 26 16 - 48 : 16




XI (b) : contimued.

Inland o
,,,,,,,,,,,, gxggmg Derby ' Wyndham' gentres ' Total ' HE
1111 1024, COVERLEY,AA . (Iab.) 97 20 56 61 234
Foley (Mat.) 153 7 13 1 17,
Gregory (Fat.jnd.) 148 - 4 3 155
Chalmers (Ind.Mat.) 28 66 2 8 104
Brown (Ind, Hatli) 4 5 2 21 32
it i 2L e CE3e

Brown's pref. Chalmers' Gregory!'s Total

pref. - pref. b
Coverley 234  + 13 + 65 1+ 92 = 404 i
Foley 1%+ 1+ 32 + 88 = 205
Gregory 155+ 6 + 19 = 180 . i
Chalmers 104+ 12 = 116 ]
Brown 32 = 32
Broome Derby Wyndhan Imland Postal Total 4
' centres votes :
1927. COVERLEY,A.A L.(L‘.lb ) 239 72 5 59 -, 431
o ‘lhale Ar’chur(lnd. at.) 99 21 10 12 144
Percy,P. (Ind.) 9% 2 2 2 102
1930. COVERIEY,4.A.M,(Iab.) Unopposed |
1933, COVERLEY,A.A.M.(Izb.) 206 55 73 35 369 o
Pomh’ﬂ. (Ind C,‘,)v 225 39 42 031 337
1933, cov*ﬂm,h.* Ji(Zab.) 95 52 @2 22 145 556
Povah,ie (Ind.C.P.) 110 29 26 17 85 267
1936. COVERIEY,A.A.M.(Iab.) 146 53 12 69 216 496
. Herrin,J. (Ind.) 26 11 2 29 23 91
1939. COVERLEY,A.A..(Iab.) Uropposed

1943, COVERLEY,A.A.1L(Iab.) 29 59 10 29 167 334
. Davideon,D.J.Du(Inde) 14 13 A 8 50 98-

1,;7. COVERIEY,A.A.M.(Iab.) 79 66 21 27(x) 196 339

cDurack,K.M. (Inds) 0 48 32 27 37(x) 63 207
1950 and 1953y COVERLEY,A.A.M.(Lab.)  Unopposed.

1953, .lenc-‘az-z,.}.&. (Lab.) 183 124 88 73(z) 114 582
larray,d. {Lib.) 60 30 42 36(x) .96 264
Thomas, S. (14b.) 23 25 8 g(zx) 26 %

{x) Includes Cockatoo Island.

(+) Prior to 1921,"Inland centres® in»lnded taToy Cros sxna,Hall's Gree

Ia Grange, Obaaoom%g Meda, Lower end Upper Liveringa, Noonkanbah

Ojihfiver and Argyl Iater returnd include Fitzroy and Hallls Cresk . 
only. - o : ; e L NS
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BIBLIOGRAPHY .

(The following abbreviations have been employed : A,indicating that
a work may be found in the State Archives of Western Australia, at
present housed in the Public Library, Perth ; PL, in the Public
Library,Perth ;3 UL, in the ILibrary of the University of Western
Australia ; and D, among the papers of the late M.P. Durack, at
present held by Mrs. Mary Durack Miller, Nedlands, W.A.)

- e e PO

Lo PARTTAVENTARY,

State of Wegte Austra

Debates of the legislative Council,1876-1889 (17 vols.) (UL)

Debates of the Parliament of Western Auutrwlla,1890-1952 (133 voTsZ) :

(UL
Votes and Pioceedings of the Legislaﬁive Coﬁncil, vith Papers
Orderad to be Printed, 1870-1889. ‘ ~ (PL)
Votes and Proceedings of both Houses of Parliament, with Papers ’ %
Ordered to be Printed, 1890-1952. (PL)

Anongst the Printed Papers, the following sre of special relevance s-o-
4

S  Sécretary of State, forwarding coples of proposed

N ———

"o, of o
Year. Voluns  Faper Subject
o 1e&7% © 43 - Special Setilement of thet part cof the Territery
of Uestern Australia which is Horth of the 19th
parallel of South Iatitude -- Offer Ly Irr. A. For-
rest to conduct Exploration in that directiong
1879 -1 Instructions issucd to Alc;ander For*eau,uonna.dﬁr ]
of the lNorthern Exploring Expedition. ~— :
1880 3 Jourmal of Exploration from DeGrey to Pert Darwin
{with Illustrations and lap) -- A. Forrest, i
1880 20 Despatch from His Excellency the Covernor to the

Regulations for the Kimberley District, together -

- with a copy of teleg*am from Secretary of Suau
approvlnv of sama, R




Year.

;;;;;;;;;;;;;
,,,,,,,,,,,

1882

1882

1883

1883

---------- S 7 to the request of His Excellency the Governor.

Volune HNo. of
,,,,,,, Paper

5

29

A9

I 5

I 6

I A3

I1¢ 23

IT AQ

I A2
......... A1 .

31

C 34

A7

Correspondence between His Excellency the Gov-
ernor,the Hon. Surveyor-General, and Mr. Steers,
on the subject of the Survey of the Kimberley
District, )

Minutes on the subject of Police Protection for
the Kimberley District,

Letter from lMessrs. McKenzie Grant and HY.Venn
to His Excellency the Governor,having reference
to the construction of a Railway on the Iand
Grant System in the Kimberley District.

Instructions to Mr, R. Fairbairn as Govermment
Resident in the Kimborley District.

Kinberley Survey Expedition - Imbtructions to _
i J.S.-Brooking,Officar-inrﬂharge, also Mimute
by His Excellency the Adnindsbrator on the sub- |
Ject of a Site for the proposcd Township in the
new Kimberley Distriet,

i
Kimberley Lsend Regulations -~ Memoranda wiitten |
by lembers of the Legislative Council in respanse {

Forrest,John - Report on the Kimberley District,

Despatches on the Subject of the Stocking Clause
fer the Kimberley District,and other points 4
connccled with the Land Regulations, ‘ f

Report of the Select Cormittes of the legislative
Council appointed to consider and TePOrtcoconne
upon the subject of proposed Amendments in the
Iand Regulations for the Kimberley District.,

State for Colonies, fespecting the Stocking
Clause of the Kimberley Land Regulations,

Hardman,E.T. - Report on the Geolog? of the 1
Kimberley District. S .

Hardman,E.T. - Roport on the. Geolegy of the =
Kimberley District. .

Froposals to comstruct Railways in the Kinberley Lﬁ
Districts. , T DU

. [
ki
T



Year Volunme

yyyyyyyyyyyyyy
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1886

1887

1888  II.
1889 1.
1889 I.
1894  1Ii.
1896 1.
1896 II.
1898 ;I.'
1898 II.
1900  II.
1901-2 V.

Np. of

A18

27

12

14

AS .

A8.

AT7.

Proposal by Mr, A.F. Wileman, on behalf of him- §|

self and others, to construct a tramway to the
Kimberley Goldfield,

Report upon the himberlcy Goldfield,by the
_Harden.

Papers respecting the necessity of Increased
Police Protection for the Settlers in the
Kimberley District from Aboriginal‘ﬂativesg

Report by Captain F C.P.Ver eLer of the work
carried out by H.M. surveylng vessel "lMyre
nidon" at Cambridge Gulf, 1838.

Forrest,Sir John - Notes and Statistics
Respecting the Six Land Divisions of Western
Augtrelia,

(Chairman : A.R.Richardson) Select Committee
on the question of Supply of Meat,by Land and
Sea,to Metropolitan and Goldfields Markets,

" House,Dr, F.M. - Report on the West Kimberley :4§

District for the Half-Year ending 30th June,
1896,by the Resident Magistrate, Derby.

(Chaivnman : C.Harpe”) " Report of Joint
Select Comuittes of the legislatiwe Council
and Legislative Assembly appointed to inquire
inte the Ceuses of the High Price of Meat,

(Chairman : C.Harper) Report of the Select
Cormittee on the Removal of the restrictions
re tick in East Kimberley.

Hancock,E.T+ = Report on the existence of |
cattle tick 1n East Kimberleya

(Cbairmad : C.Harper) Report of Select Commit-  jf.

tee of legislative Assembly appointed to
consider the present stock regulations, so

far as they affect the distribution of cattle }f

§

tory of South Australia.

(Chairman : J.M.Hopkins) ReporL of Selecﬁ ,
Committee of the Leglelative Assambly appoinﬁng

ed to inquirs into ﬁhe besﬁ meang of
dmaravineg tha Fond Seeaelwe., o s




Year Volume

1901- IV.
1902.
1902, I.
1902 II.
1902  II.
1905  I.
1907, II.
1908~ II.
1909 -
1915, 1II.
1917 1.
1918. II.
1921/2 II.

1922/3 1I.

No. of
Paper

2.

A12,

A13.

da

31,

Subject

(Chairman : A.Y.Hassell) Select Committee on
importation of stock from South Australia to the
northern portion of Western Australia,

Brockman,F S. = Report on Exploration of Horthe-
West Eimberley, 1901,

g

(Chairmn : J.J.Higham) Select Comittes on
Stock Regulatlons affecting Eagt Kimberley cattle.;

(Chairman : Y.B.Gordon) ‘Select Committee on 3
the Provision of Public Abattolirse.

Roth, W.E. - Report of Réyal Cormissioner on tbs
condition of the natives,

Fitzgerald,¥.V. : Report on portions of the
Kimberleyse.

(Chairman : R.H. Ppnhefather) Repecrd of Boyai“
Commlssion appointed to inquire into and report
upon the Meat Supply.

(Chairmmn : W.J. George) Sclect Comuittes of the
Legislative femembly on the cancellation of the
contract with Mevanag & Co, for the establishment

of freezing works at Wyndham,

(Cormissioner : R.B.Burnside,J.) : Royal Cormission !
appointed to inguire into the iransactions between |
the Government of Western Australia and Mr. 3.V.
Nevanas in regard to the Wyndham freezing works,
together with Minutes of Evidence,

‘Kingsmill, W. - Report on possibilities of open-
ing up trade with the Federated lialay States and
Java e . . . . . FE o
(Chairman : J.J.Holmes) ¢ Select Cormittee of the
Legislative Council appointed to inquire into

and report upon the Working and Adnministration

of Wyndhsm Freczing Works and State Shipping -
Service,together with minuies of evidence,eic.
(Interlm and final reports.) =

~ on Forestry. (anludes rention of cypress pine
forests, East Kimberley).




Year Volume No. of “Subject

,,,,,,,,
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

lative Assembly on the establishment of markets
in the metropolitan area.

1927 I. 3. (Commissioner,G.T.Wood,R.l{.) Royal Commission of
Inquiry into alleged killing and burning of
bodies of aborigines in East Kimberley : with
evidence, etc,

1928 I. 1. (Chairman,M.P. Durack) : Royal Comnxission on the
: Meat Industry in Western Australia j vith
minutes of evidence.

1932 1. (Commissioner,lax Henry) : Royal Comnl sion to
inquire into the &pplﬁcation and 4aninistration
of the Regulations under the Stock Diseases Act,
18950 ' )

1935 1. 2. (Commissioner,H. lbseley) : Royal Cormission
on Aborigines.

1940 11, 17. (Comnissioner,W.V. Fyfe) : Royal Commission on
the Pastoral Industry in Leasehold Arcas,

Cf. also anmuial reports of the followinz Departments, which have
been included with printed Papers :

Aborigines.(1899, 1907-12, 1917-19, 1934~-36)
- Agriculture. (1898, 1907-08 to 1951-52).

Frenantle Barbour Trust Cormissioners (1907-08 to 1951-52). {for
details of livestock shipments from Derby,Wyndham and Broome.)

"""" Lands and Surveys.  Bnnual Reports of Surveyor-General, 1870 = 1928-9. 1
Annual Reports of the Under—Secretary, 1907-8 to
1931"2.

Stock : Report of Chief Inspector, 1896-1901. (Thereafter incorporated
~in reports of the Department of &grlculture)‘

Tative Affairs 2 Report.-of &bmmissioner, 1936»8, 1943=51.
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Government Gazetteé, 1880-1953. (From 1888 to 1915, lists of
pastoral lessees are included ; thereafter only forfeitures
~and declarations of new land thrown open for sale.) (PL)

Departmental Documents and Publicationsa

Aborigines Department. Miscellaneous files, 1898-1908.
! Foolscap. 6 linear feet. (4 1 255)

File re Moola Bulla stabion,East Kimberley, 1908-1922 (Ibid,)

Azriculture

Journal of the Department of Agriculture : First Series,1900.1909.{g
Second, " 1924-1951. |
Third " = 1952-1953. |

Especially the followips articles s

First Series : ~
Yeir,R.E.,Le Soeuf,H.A.,and Edverd,H.H, : Linberley Disease
in Horses. (July 1905, Do £0).

Heir,R.E. : Through the Kim'berley. {7 instalmen‘bs July 1905~ {
' , . January 1906.) §
.......... s‘ .52 S NI ,:. T P v. T =

Teakle, L.J.H. ¢ The Kimberley Project. (Dec. 19445 DPe 281-298) §

Jenldins,C.F.H. 3 hntomolcvlc&l Problems of the Ord River ¥
Trrigation Area (June 1945:vol. 22,p. 131 et seq. §

Durack,K.il. : The ;@nSOOﬁal North of Western Australia. 5
~ (Sept.1945:vol. 22,7p. 248-274e) §

Snook,L.C. and Durack,K.H, : Pagture Plants of the Kimberleys. _ %
o (Dec. 1946:vol, 23,Dp. 318-340.) 3

o Joint Supf‘*r\'ri‘scry Comu‘htee' "Kimberley Research Staition Progress
Ren@*t,1947—49 (June 1950,vols 27,M0. 2 2.)

Thixd Series :

Smith, Grant : lore Beef from the Kimberleys. (vol %.,pp. 121
et seq. s p. 28’1 étv seq.}
Gooding,c D. and Ha*rison,L I‘L. : "‘ha alLby I’ﬂmc in the .
: ~ - Kimberleys. (Vol, 2 T’OoB,p.BB'} )

Suijendorp, H. 3 Prob.tens of the opinifex A.r?as. (VOl 2, ITo. 4.'
‘- p»489r1_z /

amm e e e



:::::

Areas. (Vol. 2,h0. 4y Pe 495 et seq.)
(VL : PL : Kimberley Research Station.)

Publications :

Bulletin Ho. 13 : The Nor!-West and Tropical North (A. Despeissis).
(Govt, Printer, Perth,1911 : 105 pp.):

Bulletin No. 36 : «roplcal Agriculture in Western Auvstralic f
' (A. Despe sois)(uovt Printer, Perth, 1910: 51 pp.)

nggbll shed Material - : E

Fitzgerald, K. ¢ Report of Agricultural Adviser,himb“rley Dlﬂt*ict,
1951-52. , !

Colonial Secretary's Office,

Corresnond nce files, 1378-1898. (Now in process of claszification

’ at Archives, Perth. Between 1881 and 1890,include

many files relevant to the early setilement of Kinberley,
arong the nore valuable being C.S.0. 2808/23,2037/84,
?656/84,904/05,4330/e5 4722/85,4609/85,261 2/36,3621 /26, 1
3374/8653621/85,3745/86,4645/2 644564,/86,4946/86,5086/86,
1666 /¢ 7,980 28,1422/88, 1470 28 and 9og£/89. After 1890y
there is a falling-off in Kimberley material,althouch
810/02 ard 957/92 deal with Drudshaw's sc*utlmxe*‘ at
tarigui on the Prince Regent River.)

Lands snd Surveys.

Barcley,l.C. and Stckes,S.J. : Reports (2) on Survey of Boundary
betuveen Western Australia and Horthern Territoery,1936.

Medealf,F.G. prort on Ero sion in Ord valley, 1944

.....

- Pastoral Appraisement BOard': Report on Kimberley Division,1951.
. (including reports by H.W.Henwood and. G.A.Duchanan.)

(Unpublished ¢ in possession of Department).
North-Yest |

Adnministrative Files, with cerd index, for 19?0— 9?6,umth some .
relevant files of the Aborjginas Dept., 1909-1919. (A 251)

Publlcatloﬁs 3

1: The North-West and Tropical ?rth (3rd¢ ed. revised) (A. Des- '“ﬁf




2 ¢ The north and nor'-west of Western Australia ; its wealth and
possibilities (Govt. printer, 1932).
3 : Baston,W.R. : Report on the North Kimberley District,W.L. (Govt,
printer,1922 : 52 pp.
: (PL)
Repprt of Committee to consider the future development of industries
in the Horth Western portion of Western Australia (E.H.Angelo,
D

Chairman.) (1932) (Typescript, 18 pp.)
Premier's Department
Correspondence files,1898-1902. (4 vols.) ‘ (4 5 242)

File 695/1932 (Minutes of Evidence of Royal Commlssion to Enquire into |
Stock Diseases Act,1895) "~ (Preme Dept.). '

Mimites of mee‘bings of the ¥drth-West Advisory Corrmittee,1948-53,
(Prem. Depte)
Publication :

Developmnent work and other ac‘uinties of the Gov;ernmn’c of Wéstern
Apstralia, 1947-48-49 : a fact mamal. (Govt. Printer,Perth;1950 96ppe.)

W.A. Geolozical Surveyvs Bk;;et;ns.

No., 2 : Smith,R.N, : State of lining in the Kimberley District. (Gov‘b.
: Printer,1898) (Govt. Geolog:.st)

lios 25 ¢ Jack,Dr. R.L. : Prospects of obtaining water in the Kimberlej
District, (Govt,. Printer,1906) (Govie Geologist, Perth.

() Commonwealth Paxliament.

.Comonvtealth Parliamentary Parerg, especially the anmial reperis of
Adninistrators of the Horthern Territory, 1913-1950, and :

-

Ewing,d.K.,J. ¢ Report on Horthern Terrifory Adminisiration.
(1920-21 : vol iii. pp. 1653- 1688)

Hobler,Geo. : North-Western Australia (1920-21 : vol V. ppe. '72”--/‘41,w
with maps : 1nve*3tigation possibility of rallways.)

‘Bucha*un,Sir Geo.: Report...on the poris of north and northeucstsrn
Australia. (1925-27 & vol. iv. pp. 1135-54.)

Payne,W.L., and Fletcher,J.’H. : Report of Royal Commission to inquire
into the land and lanmd industries of the Northern Territory of = .

Au tmlia, azwd generally into the potentialities of that rszyion,
______ , (1937-0 : vol iv., pp. 813-925.) GRORe

C.S.T.R:Cs Bulleting, o S _
Hos 36 : Murnane and Ewart s Kimberley Horse Disease. (Melb, 1923: 61 p%




No. 172 ¢ Kelley,R.B. 3 Zebu—Cross Cattle in Nbrthern Australia,

Pamphletsy (C.S.I.R;O.)

No. 12 : The caftle tick end methods for its eradication. (1929:25pp.)

Ho. 27 & Zebu (Brahrdn) cwoss cattle and their possibilities in
Northern Australia. {1934 : 24 pp.)
No. 31 : Handschin,Prof., E. : A preliminary report of investigation

on the buffalo fly and its parasites in ‘Java and Northern 5
Australic. (1932 : 24 pp.) , - g

to. 43 : Krijgsman and Nindred Investigations on the buffalo fly.(1933

Bureau of Arricultural Economics.

Kelly,J.H. : Report on the Beef Cattle Industry in Hbrtbern Australia.
(251 pp. and Eppendmdéu(Fanberra, oV, 1952) | §

Commonwealth Railwavs.

“Buchanan,’ Sir George : Report....on the ports of north and north- )
_ western Australia,3Oth,ipril,1926. (19 pp. )
(1%elb, Govt. Printer,1926: also included as Commonwealth .
Parlizmentary Paper No. 57 of 1926).

CITe ... .. .  FRIVATE DOCUIEMIS. - - - - - A S

(2) Unpublished journals, diaries, and reniniscences.

4llen,Richard : Reniniscences. (Typescript,8o0.,15 ppe @ in possession
of writer : copy presented to Archlveu,Pbrtn. Useful as
eye-witness account West Kimberley 1910-1920.)

Brockman,G.J. : Reminiscences of North West Australia, 1850-1910,
' (Archives, 162.)

‘Buchanan,Gordon : 01d Bluey. (Unpublished typescript I8 : 8o.,202 pp.
In possession lirs. Ernestine Hill, Informative account
““““ . East . }:ir:lberley, 1 885_1 9‘} 4‘ ) L

Crawford,Prof. R.M. {ed.) : 1dscellancous mterial on Camden Harbour
Settlements _ (Archives, PR 640).

Durack,X.M. : Developing the Northe (39 pp. : Archives, 490. : 1941)

(Preliminary analysis stating fhomes labter developed
..... in writer's subsequent aorkso) .




Durack papers :

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

A valuable and interesting collection,including :

Durack,J.W. : Diaries, 1892-1894, and 1923,

Durack,M.P. : Diaries, 1886~1950. (One for each year:1900 missing).
Steinberg and HMelville : Report on East Kimberley. (80+521 pp.:1939.)
Correspondence, account books, reports of meetings of directors,

and other papers relating to the firm of Connor,Doherty & Durack,
1897-1950. @)

Flinders,C.E. : 45 Years in the North-West of Australia.
(Typeseript : 6 chag : 1933. In possession
¥Mr. W, Flinders,Wyndham. Of more use as an eye-witness
account of early Broome and Derby,but an interesting
collection of Kimberley anecdotes,) :

Flinders,C.E, : Bushmanship.r_(Typescript, 10 pp. in possession of
M. Y. Flinders, Wyndhaom.)

Fraser,C. + Diary written vhile floodbound on Upper Iiveringa,

Fitzroy River, Jamuary, 1914. (In possession Mr. K.C.Rose,
Epper Iiveringa. Typescript copy in Archives,Perth.)

Lamond,G.H. : Tales of the Overland from Queensland to Kimberley .
in 1885 : History of the first Goldfields of W.A.
(Typesceript,So. : Historical Society of W.A.,H3 487).

ibore,¥.D. : List of nen employed on Ord River station, 1900-1914.
(18 in r. loore's possessionytypescrivpt copy in
possession of writer,)

, teons . : . .
fefals re 3 V1ST are 3 £IC -Tvp.g
Rose,K.C. : Statistical Record of Progress of Upper Liveringa,West
Kimberley,vith brief history, 1912-1952.
(In possession lr. Rose, Upper Liverings.)

""" Young,Charles : The Kimberleys., (il for a newspaper article,untraced;
in possession of writer.)

"~ . (b) Station journals and other records.

Argyle Downs :  Horse Book and Rainfall Record Book. (on station;
in possession Mr. Zric Durack.)

Managers! Reports from 1937 on are preserved at the
station. The records for Flora Valley,Gordon Downs,
Hicholson,largaret River,Ord River,Sturt Creek and - - -
Turner are in the keeplng of the Australian Investment
- Agency,Sydney. Records prior to 1942 kept by Northern
Agency,Darvin, wers destroyed during the war; The i
Ord River records kept during Chpley's tims (1502=-14)' .
are-belioved to'have been destroyed also at this times

Flora Valley



Fossil Doung : The Cattle Book, Horse Book, and Branding Book |
""""""""" are preserved at the station,in the possession ' |
of Mr. W.ll.M.Meedonald, Include Chas,lacdonaldts

branding tallies, 1887-1900,and subsequent data.

Letter, Alex. Forrest - D. Macdonald (May 15,1882) preserved at
station.

The "Fossil Downs papers",including letters relating to the
conduct of the station, 1894-1927, telegrans, -1894-1912,
accounts, receipts, and the Kimberley electoral roll,{1908,
have been loaned to the &rchives,Perth. (A 5243

Lambog : Journals, 1916-1938. (6 vols.) (4:.501).

(Upper) Liveringa : Journals, 1899-1953. (One for each -year:
some missing bstween 1914 and 1930. In possession
of lir., Kim Rose,manager of Liveringae. .

See also above, under Rose,f.C.
largaret Dovns (Gogo) : Cattle Book for Margaret Downs,Christras’
Creck and Cherrabun ; including livestock statistics,
(In possession lir. A. Millard,manager of Iiveringa.
Permission for perusal shouvld be obtained from
Emanuel Brothers, Perth.)

loola Bulla : Jourmals, 1940-1953. Correspondence filess1949—19531

.

4

iount Andersen ¢ - A nmumber of nrivate lebters of Mr. G.C.2ose 3
contain relevant informmtion.

N - oS ~ : Y 4
Juantun @ Jowrnals, 18941953 (6 vols.} {(In possession
¥r. RJJ. Rose, Quanbun.)

Raseuced ¢ Rainfall Record Book, including anmual swmary of
season and events, {2 vols : 1881-1940 ard 1941-1951).

ldscellansous account and storekeepers' books,1912-1949.

(In possession lr, Hector Fuller,manmager Fosevocd.)
Hoonkanhali ¢+ ILivestock journal, 1914-1928, -

Springvale : Horse Book, 1914=1953. " o

(N.B. In many cases,these station records were only mde available
for perusal by the kindness of the managers concerned,and they
cannot be regarded as available for public examinaticn. Current
station records are not listed,except whers incorporated in

a journal or record book of some antiquityg)




III. PRINTED MATERIAL (Non-official)e -« -+ + -« «
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(1) Hewspaperse

The Western }ail, 1885-1953., (Perth.) (PL)
The Nor-Hest Times, 1891-1894. (Rogbourne). ' (PL)_
Northern Public Opinion, 1898-1902. (Rosbourne). - (PL)
Dampier Dhspatch, 1904-1905. (Broome) S (FL)
Broome Chronicle, 1908-1912. (Broome) . - (L)
Hor-West Echo, 1912-1930. (Broome) . - (P)
Horthern Times, 1930-1953. (Cafnarvbn). : : | (PL)

(lst of the MNorth-liest papers gi#e disappointingly slight reference
to major pastoral issues, the Broome papers being rnore concerned
with the pearling industry and local town council politiﬁs.)

The West Australian, 18f9“1953, hag been consulted extensively
but not ex ﬂaUQ*ively. - (EL).

{i1) Other periodicals.

Dalgoty's Review, 1925-1953. (Fat stock prices). (rr)
a3 < Y I .
The fustralian Shorthorn, 1952~53n (In writer'sc wosgsessio

"TLe lorthern Territory lljcsn,tdﬁ "Horthern Standard" end ths "Horih
Lueensland Register™ all circulate in Fast Ximberley,and carry
cecasionul references to this distriet,but thelr files are not
available in Perth.

Jallabout, esp. 1945-1953. : R 419}

11i) _Other publicationa.

Anonymous : Description of Cumden Harbour,its climate and a&joinlng
country. (Fer@usgon and Hoore,1€64} (4

Anonymous : Liveringa. - (Publishcd for Kimhﬂ"ley quLOIaL j
Company, Perth, 1912 : copy in Gompany's offices.) ]

Anonymous ¢ The North-West : a realis*ic ~unn¢ng up. (16 pp.:Perth,
o el (w



Burges, L.C. : Pioneers of nor'-~west Australia. (Geraldton,1913) (PL)%

© Dunzs,R.J. : Developrent cof the north-vest of Australia. (Journal of

' Durack,Mary : An Outline of North Austrelian Eistory. (Journal of

: The Passing of the. Aborigines (esp. chapters v-viil)
(0.U.P, Aust. ed. 1944). (o)

e

Battye,James Spkes,and Fox,Matthew J. : History of the north-west
of Australis,embracing Kimberley and Murchison dise-
tricts. (Perth, 1915.)  The Kimberley material
is by no means Battye at his best. Fox's information
about contemporary worthies is of interest.  (FL)

Buchanan, Gordon : Packhorse and waferhole. (Sydney,1933). i
: Biography of Nat. Buchanan,pioneer. overlander., (PL)ﬁ

Counsel,C.H. : Pioneering the Gold Trail in the Kimberlﬁy. (Journal
, of the Historical Society of Western Auotralia,
vol I,part vii,p. 37 et seqs)

Drgkc-Brochan,G Je 2 Chalrman’s addregs to the Perth division of
the Institution of Engineering,Perth,April 5th,1937.
(Journal of the Institute of Engineering,fustralia,
vol. 9,1937,0p. 446=452). First practical exposition
of the Ord River dam schenc,

Dralie~Broclman,enrietta : The Horth-West Yorizon (Peuer“on Perth, 2“~6)
(Artlcleq from Malkabout") (96 pp.)

vvegbwrate measures necossary to promote th@ aevelop-
ment of the lor'-West. (Perth,Govt. Printer,1945:20pp.)

he Institute of Engincering,Australia,vol. 16,19
Po. 65-72). (Ord River irrigation scheme,

e

Durack,K.lf. : A lew Deal for Kimberley. (16 ppe : Service Printing
Co,Perth, 1946 16 ot inc, maps.) :

the Historical Society of Western Australia,vol II,
- part xii,p. 1) Covers 1815-1887.

Kimberley mpic. ("Walkabout",Eebruafy,1943)e The
story of Fossil Downs station.

Durack ,If"ary

.

Durack,liary : Beef on the wing.(”Walkabout“,February,19519-

Pioneering the East Kimberleys. \Journa;‘of the Hist- :
orical Society of Western Australia,vol II,Mo. aiv p. 2)

- Reminiscences of an overlander of 1883-5. :

Duraci, F.if.

Evers,J.K. : With the Sun on My Back. (&ngus and Robertson,1953). |

Good factual account based on Malkabout! aﬁ’iiﬁiiml_‘
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Flying Doctor Service of Australia - Victorian Section : Wings over
the Kimberleys (Melbourne,1947 : 19 pp. illust.) (Presybterian
Church Office,Perth.) - S
Forrest,John : Settlement of the Kimberley District,1886. (Journal of
the Royal Geographical Society of Australia,Victorian Division,
vol. 4, 1886, pp. 137-149.)

Grey,George : Journals of two expeditions of discovery in the Horth-
West and Western Australia,during the yeoars 1837-8-9. (London,

2 VOlSo,‘ISZ{—T)Q

Funt,H.A. ¢ Result of Rainfall Observations made in Western Australia.
(Departnent of Home Affairs,Melbourne;1929.) (PL)

Hill,Ernestine: The Great Australian loneliness (Angus and Robertson,
Sydrney, 1940f) (uL)

Idriess,Ion : One Wet Season (Angus and Robertson,1929, 272 pp.) .
Over the Range (Angus and Robertson,1938, 315 pp.) (UL)
Outlav of the Leopolds. (Angzus and Robertson,1951.)

The above four works should be read chiefly for their undoubted
entertainment value,rather than as works of reference.

¥elldy,J.H. and White,L. : Beef Cattle Transport : methods and problems
' in Eorth Australia. (Quarterly Revieu of Agricultural
Economics, April 1950, pp. 76=9.) (v}

. Kirwan,Sir John : An Empty Iand ; ploneers snd pioneering in Australia.

s
..... o et SRR VL KA e

(Eyre and Spottiswoode,london,1924 : xii,pp. 328.) UL) & g

imedonald,V. .10 @ Kimberley FPoll Shorthorns. {Sands and MeDougall,
Perth,1951: 16 pp.)  {(In possession of writer.%

lzze,Walter He : Settlement in the eastern Kimberleys,Western Australia. g

(fustralian Geographer,vol. 5,M0. 1,Jan. 1945,ppe 1-19.)

Postoralists! Association of W.A. : The Pastoral Industry in Horth-
Uest Australia,. (Perth,1945: 96 pp.) (P.A. Office, Perth.) {

Richardson,i.R. : Early Days in the Great Nor'-West. (E.S.Wigg,Perth,1908€

Useful for early settlenment of West Kimberley, (U

Robinson, .8, : Farwell,G.F. : Grabovsky,I.H. et al.: The Story of the
Air Reef Project in North West Austrelia, (Fronk H. Johmston
publications, Sydney, 1951 : &4 ppe) {uL)

Shackeloth,Irene ¢ Call of&the Kimberleys. (fictional account of the
Murray Squatting Co. : Melbourns, 1950.) (ut)

Upton,Sydney : Australia's Empty Spaces. (Allen and Umin,1938): esp. '

"Rugged Inhbspitable Kimberley", che xo 4 debunking book.

(o)
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have extended-the hospltallty characteristic of the Kmberleys.

lir. Richard Allen of Cottesloe.
I, and ¥rs, Ian Andreus,of Wyndham,

lr. and Mrs. Duncan Beaton,of iloonkanbah,West Kimberley.
Mr. A.S.Bingle, of the Australian Investment Agency,Sydney.
Mr. L.G.Blythe, of Glenroy, Central Kimberley,

lr., John Clark, Bureau of ’lgric tural Economics, Canberra.
Mrse, E. Cany,of Hedlands.

The late lr. i.A.M.Coverley, ;T.L.A. for Kimberleye.

r. Henry Denham,of Broome.
1iss li. Doman,of Waroona,
ire Koie Durack,of lorthern Development Co.,Derby.

. D.Te Farrell,of Broone.

lr. Kevin Fitzgerald,of Derby.

1. John Forrest, of Perth, =

lr, Hector Fuller, of Rosewood, v1a Wyndham.

Mr. and Mrs. WU, Henwood, of Calwm'ardah, West Kinmberley.
irs, Hs Guest, of Mylands. _

ir. C.L. McBeath, of lPoola Bulla, .,as’c. Kimberleye .~ -~ . . . . -+ - F
ire and Mrs, Wil 1acdonald, of Fossil Douns, via Fitzroy Crossing,
ir. AJd. MeGlew, of West Perth.

. L.R. larchant, of Canberra. .

lr. S.G. Ei‘lddleton, Commissioner of Native Affairs, Per*h.

Ir, and lMrs. 4. Millard, of Mergaret Downs, Fitzroy Crossing.

he late Mr. E.E.JH1lard, of Margaret Dgwns s Fitzroy Crossing.

Ilrs. 11. » Iiller, of HNedlands.

15, o D. loore, of West Perth, and Mount Anderson, via Derby.

31 Qupert Monger, of Perth,

ir, George Iiawley, of Perth,

lessrs. Ta and R. Quilty,of Sprincrvale,Bedford Downs and Lansdowne,

e G.C. Rose,snr., of Claremont. _

tre G.C. Rose,jnr., of lount Anderson,West Kimbarley.

lr. and Mrs, K.C. Rose, of Upper Liveringa,West Kinberley.
I, and Mrs. R.J. Rose, of Quanbun, West Kimberley.

Ix. Les. Wylde, of Wyndham,

Ir, and MMrs. P. Brett Young, of the Kimberley Researcn E‘:taﬁ::‘.cm,w;r:?w Wyndhumf

The uriter also wishes to acknowledge the valuable ass:.stame of
Miss M. Iukis and staff, of the Archives, Perth Public Library jand of
the Department of History, University of Western Australia. - i




ILLUSTRATIONS AND Maps

The photograths shown in the following foges, depicting seme feus

aspects of the Kinbevln_y Ppastaral ndustey, ave n?-nauce& by the

kind permission of the Avchives of Woestern ﬂnfrd-\_, Mn. My

Devack Millev, and West Austvalian Newspopers 42, Tiee maps weve

Compiled by the writer from the phns of the Lasds an3 Suvvmj‘s
Department , Favth.
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Musfcy:; b:,iqs in Mavch at the end of fhe wet goasmn. Catéle

are wolkel o the entreplt coxtvas - Glmay (whave the
f.‘::vq‘nsb is depcted Yov tha porly of Mymihawm, DAy, and Breeme.

Fovmesly, the noxt sleb wins shibment -eithay € Framantle arto the tear
Hoyth. * Betwees 110 end /i cattle weve shipped €5 Manila, where they
Hem Suum achove fuy treatwent. (ar below) Seilar methods vz inote
m Aushvaliq |




Bday, mett catfle ave shipped @ R’“’“ Ry ~ender
rethe, I3 primitie comditions C(Above) B

The }v‘ovﬁ'u‘ov‘. of kfl‘/;'” om_t‘ms '.f.k_/}i-lk\u (‘?Q}, Brsme (W)Ma
Glemoy (1993) substantinlly velucad the shipping trade, bt graduall y
incraased the distvicts ampual tm-off. '(3“1‘3?~ Botome Matumk.

|




'T;MsPM methods hawe .‘..Pma gvuﬂJ. B’ulfod. u}-”‘,-@ were at fint in 39“"!,
use but oafter the spepd of catfia (-‘d«. '%v"qu.dca veplaced b_y ool & Joukey teoms
i e obeve) . . . . . . .
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A pioneer squatter’s komestead. Kimberley.

Fattey fo iflastvate the districts Mw&.ii is §nhﬂﬁn‘,
b conpeve O pioneess hut (houise Dowas, HoQ) _
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