
COiniOinreALTB of teksps aki statistics

CAKPERRA, AroTRALIA

RURAL STATISTICS OF TEE AUSTBALIAK CAPITAL TERRITORY 1 1956-57 SEASOH

wrmAL HOLDIKGS AKD LAKL OTILIZATIOK - There were 223 rural holdings (a rural 
olding being d'efined as a piece of land of one acre or more in extent used for 
'„t1 cultural purposes or the raising of livestock) in the A.C.T. at 31st March, 1^7 
Covering an area of 390,081 acres (i.e. an average of 1,749 acres per holding). 
—. used for grazing purposes was 369,639 acres or 95^ of the occupied land, i

•Icultural purposes
area

iTca usea I or grazing purposeB was »’--ìwb w* '
¿etallsi by dietricte, are shown in the following table.

. The 
Further

table I i A.C.T. BÜBAL HOLBIKGS i lUTgEB AKI) AREA, BY DISTRICTS. 1956-57 SEASOK

District

Humber 
of 

Ho’d- 
_lngs_

Hall 
aelconnen 
lungahlin and Kowen 
Coree and Stromlo 
Canberra City 
Paddy's River 
Hoden 
Tennent (c) 
Canyon 
Booth and Mt. Clear

TOTAL!

13
25
22
14
60
20
20
22
16
11

223

Total 
Area 
of 

Holdings
Acres 

11.305 
26,924 
33,515 
34,676 
19,918 
71,833 
19,881 
61,237 
29,538 
81,254

390,081

Area 
used for 

Crops 
...(aJ- 
Acree

20 
417 
169
68 

1,904 
202 
177

10 
192 
22 

3,181

Land 
Lying Fallow 

during 
Season
Acres

165
163
120 ■
170

- 302
47

112 
6

191

1,276 ;

Area under 
Sown

Clovers and 
Grasses 

Acres
2,337 
8,458 
5,154 

11,268
5,488 
8,279 
7,609 
1,542
6,968 

292
57,395

Other
Land used 

for
Craning. 

Acres
8,783 

16,420 
28,072 
19,582 
10,321 
60,325 
11,210 
59,679 
22,183 
75,669

312,244

Balance 
of 

Holdings 
. (b) 

Acres

1,466

3,588 
1,903 
2,980

773

4

15,985

(b) Land not being used for(a) Excludes Sown Clovers and Grasses cut for Hay or Seed. , ,
- - - - (0) Includes Rendesvous Creek District.agricultiiral or pastoral purposes.

2. SHEEP ATO LAMBS OK A.C.T. HOLDIKGS - The number of' aheep and lambs on A.C.T. rural 
.t¿^57,900 at 3let March, 1956holdings at 31st Karch, 1957, mas 266,900 compared wll/'257,900 at 3lBt March, 1956 

(an increase of 3.5 Psr cent.) and was the highest since 31st March, 1944, when 274,600
were recorded. xWhen classified according to breed, Merinp>ocounted for 91 Per cent.. 
Corriedale 4 per cent.. Merino Comeback 3 per cent., and (^w08ebiflB4.2 per cent, 
total number recorded. "

of the

eves mated.
LaTabs marked during the 195^ season numbered 5?»200 or 72-6 cent, of

Further details relating to number of sheep on A.C.T. Boldings, breeds of 
sheep and lambing are ahovui below in Tables II, III and IV.

TABLE II I KUMEER OF SHEEP AKD LAMBS OK A.C.T. BOLDIHGS AT 31ST MARCH, 1953 TO 1957

Particulars

Rams, one year and over 
Breeding Ewes (including 

matings)
Intended

1J?i_
1,500

At
1954

1,514

3Ist March -
1955
1,456

1956
1,609

1957
1,673

Other Ewes one year and over 
^ethers one year and over 
tambs and Hoggets under one year 

Total all Sheep and Lambs:

70,100
26,600

110,800
35,800

246 ,800

65,563
30,745

115,652
38,192

251,666

66,920
29,070

107,692
40,36 2

245 ,500

78,520
26 ,360

108,730
42,662

257,901

81,224
28,291

108,479
47,229

266 , 8 96

TABLE III I BREEDS OF SHEEP OK A.C.T. HOLDIKGS AT 31ST MABCH, 1957

Breed

Merino 
Corriedale 
Other Recognised Breeds (a)
Merino Comeback (finer than Halfbred
Crossbred (Halfbred and Coarser) 

_______  Total I____________________

Bams 
one year 
and over 

1,249
149 
243

___ äL 
1,673

All Other 
Sheep (incl.

Lambs)
240,581

11,527
420 

6,680 
<.015

265,223

All Sheep

Humber

241,830 
1 ,676

663 
6,680 
8 .047 

266 ,896

Percentage 
to Total 

90.6 
4.4 
0.2 
2.5 
2-3 - 

100.0



T t ■ ■ ’• = LaKEIUG is tee A.C.T PTTRIKC SKASCTS 195? TO 1956

Partieulare

Kufflber of Breeding Ewes 
Ewes Mated
Lamhs Marked
Lamhs lUrked as Percentage of Ewes 

Mated

3. WOOL PBODDCTIO» IN THE A.C.T.

1952
66,870
56,300
39,900

-1.953
70,100
61,057
44,865

Season 
-I954 
65,563 
58,024 
41,708

-I955 
66,920
59,731
43,18?

1956
78,520
71,685
52,197

70.9 73.5 71.9 72.3 72.8

(5 5 per for 1956-57 -as 2,457,000 lb. which waa 128,000 lb,
95 4 55 I? ;!« if bl ^55-56 »"6 225,000 lb, (io.1 per cent.) higher than in
724 05. It waa the highest wool production ever recorded for the A.C.T.

The average fleece weight (including erutohings) 
was 10.20 lb. whlch :— n,,.. . .. —
1954-55. The

- - -------------a-} per sheep shorn in 1956 -57
was 0.44 lb. heavier than in 1955-56 and 1.16 lb. heavier than in

b»lnw h 00 Tb fleece weight for sheep and lambs shorn was 8.96 lb. in 1956-57
being 0.22 lb. heavier than in 1955-56. ’

Further detailsshown Ton -------- indicating wool production by Districts in
shown for 1956-57 with comparative totals for the previous the A.C.T. are

year in Table V below.

TABLE Y ■ WOOL PRODPCTIO.. IS THE A.C.T. BY DISTRICTS - 1956-57

District Sheep
Shorn

Lamhs 
Shorn

Hall 
Beloonnen 
Gungahlin and Ko wen 
Coree and Stromlo 
Canberra City 
Paddy's Elver 
Woden
Tennent & Rendezvous 
Lanyon
Booth and Mt, Clear

Creek

total, 1956-57 Season:

TOTAL, 1955-56 Season:

'000
13
27
26
30
17
39
22
13
31
14

232

232
i

'000
4
4 
6
7
4
4 
6
1
2
1

39

I Sheep's Wool 
(includi ng 
crut Chings) 

'000 lb.
123 
283 
268 
323 
182 
358 
239 
114 
344 
133

2,367

Lamhs' 
Wool

'000 lb,
6
5
8

14
4
6

11
1
3
1

59

Dead and
Skin
Wool 

'000 lb.
2 
3 
4
3
3
6
3
1
4
2

31

Total 
Wool 

Production 
'000 lb.

131 
291 
280 
340 
189 
370 
253 
116 
351 
136

2,457

2,262 43 i 24 i 2,329

4. CATTLE ON A.C.T. HOLDIHCS

The total number of cattlein SOA nn , -- --------r’ A.C.T. rural holdings at 31st March, 1957,
” P®’’ ceol") higher than that for the previous season. Prior
to 195b there was a steady decline in cattle numbers. ~ - --
beef cattle of

previous seaeon.
-------- The decline in the proportion of

In iQsv Tu e ^eo reversed in 1956 and there was a further increase
L.b cattle comprised 68.8^ of total cattle at the 3let March, 1957
with 66.4% at the 3l8t March, 1956. compared.

The table below indicates cattle numbers in the ACT 
the years 1953 to 1957. ' ’ at 3Ist March in



jjOa.B 71 ■ ynBEB of cattle oh a.c.t. HOLIIRGS at 313? MAP^TH, 195? TO ipg?

Partlculare

DAIRY CATTLE
)*iry Cows (in ml 17) “
jairy Cows (dry)
¡eifers, one year and over
¡elves under one year 
Julis one year and over 

Total Dairy Cattle,
BEEF CATTLE

Jews, including Heifers, one year and over 
Jalves under one year
Bulls one year and over 
Ither (a)

Total Beef Cattle,

TOTAL ALL CATTLE,

1251.
At 31 at March

J251 121L

1,246
884
522
768

___ 11
3,473

1,387 
964
303 
712

___ 11
3,421

1,354
915
304
600

___ il
3,222

1,337 
911 
311 
554

__a.
3,157

1,383 
897 
365 
615

____ 10 
3,310

2,890 
1,431

125 
1,786 
6,232 

9,705

3,172
1.732

132 
??7 

5,973 

9,394

2,748
1,680 

116 
7?4 

5,278 
8,500

(a) Includes Bullooks, Steers and Speyed Cows.

5. PBODLCTIOI OF MILK II THE A.C.T.

3,370 
1,638

104
1a Uè 
6,242 

9,399

4,029
2,031

140
1,086
7,286

10,596

Total production of milk for all purposes at 957»000 gallons in 1956-57
¡season, was a record for the A.C.T. being 73,000 gallons (8.3 per cent.) higher than
tie previous record in 1955-5®•
lighest since 434 gallons recorded in the 1934-35 Season, 
the following table.

Annual yield per Dairy Cow, at 423 gallons was the
Further details appear in

12^6

TABLE 711 I PBODDCTIOH OF MILK AKD YIELD FEB DAISY COW IH THE A.C.T.

{ Particulars
Production of Milk for all purposes (’000 gals.)

1952-5311953-5411954-55 1955-56 1 956-57

Annual Yield per Dairy Cow (gals.)
688
308

743
332

725 
314

884
391

957 
423

6. LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTEBED AKD PPODUCTIOg OF MEAT IK THE AeC.T.

In 1956-57 slaughterings of Cattle and Calves at 9t871i the highest 
^recorded for the A.C.T., were 12.2 per cent, higher than in the previous year.
However. the number of Sheep and Lambs slaughtered declined by 8.6 per cent, and Pigs 
by 10.1 per cent.

The total production of meat in 1956-57 at 3,304 tons, was 28 tons (0.8 per
cent.) lower than the record production of the previous year. 
Teal was a record for the A.C.T.

Production of Beef and

The table following gives further details.

table Till , LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTEBED AID FBODUCTIOI OF MEAT II THE A.C.T.

_ _____________________ Particulars
Livestock Slaughtered 

Cattle and Calves 
Sheep and Lambs 
Figs____________________________

Meat Produced (Bone-in weight) 
Beef and Veal 
Mutton and Lamb 
Pork

Ho.
Io.
Io.

Tons

Total Meat Productioni

,ijg5.2-5j

7,529
68,829

3,121

1,464
1,230

132
2,826

1953-54

8,207
63,634

3,166

8,211
74,103 
4,393

1955-56

8,797 
72,725
4,904

1956-57

9,871
66,46 3
4,410

1,656
1,086

146
2,888

1,616
1,259

192
3,067

1,795
1,333

204
3,332

1,906
1,198

200

3,304

1951711

7. PRIHCIPAL LIVESTOCK II A.C.T. DISTRICTS

The main concentration of Dairy Cattle is on the river flats in the
Canberra City District where 72.5 P®r cent, of the total are found. Proportions of the
total Beef Cattle in the »ain Distr''cts are 22.8 per cent, in Paddy'. River District, 
16.4 per cent, in Booth and Mt. Clear and 12.0 per cent in Core, and Stroalo. I

Sheep are most numerous in the northern half of the Territory, proportions 
of the total sheep in the main districts being Paddy's River District, 15.4 Per cent.. 
Corse and Stromlo 15.I per cent., Lanyon 12.0 per can* , Belconnen, 11.3 per cent, and 
Gnagahlin and Kowen, 11.1 per cent.



, Livestock other than sheep and cattle are few, there being only about 75O
horses and I40 pigs distributed throughout the A.C.T.

• Further details ore given in the following table.

TAELE IX I ITOMEEBS OF PaOTCIPAL LIVESTOCK IS THE A.C.T. BY EISTRICTS AT 31ST MABCH.195

Dletrlct
Hall 
Beleonnen 
Cungahlin and Kowen 
Coree and Stromlo 
Canberra City 
Paddy's Biver 
Woden 
Tennent and Rendezvous Creek 
Lanyon 
Booth and Mt. Clear

_________TOTALI

Horses 
49 
76 
97 
78 

121 
91 
68 
41 
85 

___ 22-- 
745

Dairy Cattle
75
77

128
116

2,399
131
160
71

117 
________28__

3,310

Beef Cattle
97 

796 
514 
873 
403 

1,663
533 
438
771

1,198 
7,286

Sheep 
15.763 
30,278 
29,605 
40,312 
18,993 
41,187 
26,258 
16,000 
31,950 
18.550 

266,896

fi. AGBICDLTTOE

area of the A.C.T.
The total aiaa under crop is only a very small proportion of the occupied

double-cropped) 
(a decrease

During the 1956-57 season 3,213 acres of crops (including 
• sown compared with a total of 5,780 acres in the 1955-56 

of 44.4 per cent.).
were

area 
season

previous season.
_____ _ Yields for all crops except potatoes showed a decline as compared with the 

—uECn. There vis a significant decrease in acreage of hay crops, though 
total hay production in 1956-57 at 5,749 tone was the second highest ever recorded for 
the A.C.T. It was 4,087 tons {4I.6 per cent.) lower than the record production in 
1955-56.

Details of the . 
shown in Table X following.

area, production and yield per acre of principal crops are

TABLE I I AREA, PBODPCTIOI ABD YIELD PEB ACRE OF PBIBCIPAL CBOFS 
IB THE A.C.T. - 1955-56 ABD 1956-57 SEASOHS

Particulars
Area Sown

Season

Production

Cereals for Grain - 
Wheat 
Oats

Acres

739
311

Bushels

Yield per 
Acre 

Bushels

1956-57 Season

Area Sown

Acres

Production

Bushels

Yield per 
Acre 

Bushels

Hay 
Wheaten 
Oaten 
Lucerne 
Other (a)

Total Han
Green Fodder

18,867 
5.364 
Tons

Potatoes 
Other Tege tables

191 
1,922 
1,306 
1.308

970

349 
3,293 
3,569 
2.625 
9,836

25.5
■12« •» 
Tons

1.83 
1.71 
2.73 
2.01
2.08

65
144

723
1.794 
Tons

11.1
12.5 
Tons

74 
116

Tons 
439

Tons 
5.93

47
448 

1,375 
1.298 
3,168

772

100
127

52 
492 

3,526 
Alili 
5,749

Tons 
601

1.11
1.10
2.56

1.81

Tons 
6.01

(a) Sown Clovers and Grasses out for Hay.

9. CLOVEBS ATO CHASSES

74» total area of sown clovers and grasses in 1956 -57 was 11.8 per cent, 
higher than the record acreage of the previous year. TL= ____
Pastures decreased by 5,4 per cent, compared with that of the previous yeor. 
are shown in Table II on the following page.

The area xuider Improved Bative
Details



II ■ AB?A m?E5 CLOmS AOT GRA.-'Sf'-Aat

195?-E6 aKD 1956-E7

TE AS| !.■■.?

Particulars
1955—56 S«>Bon

Area Sowa

Il over 8 and Grasses out for Hay
■ Acres

1,308

lovers cut for seed
Irassee cut for seed (principally Phalarie)
[lovers and Grasses for Silage or for Grazing

TOTAL AREA OF SOWH CLOVERS AND GRASSES

Total 
Production

Tons 
2,625 

lb.

1956-5'' Seaeon

Arsa Sown

Acres
1,298

Total
Production 

Tons 
1,679 

lb.

•ea Under Improwed Hative Pastures

10. ABTIFICIAl FERTILI ZEBS

95 
50.468 
51,871

23,884

1,930 84 
56,625 
58,007

22,599

2,600

During 1956-57, there was a general decrease in the use of Fertilisers in the 
L.C.T., compared with the previous season, particularly in their use on Wheat and Fruit 
¡rope (see Table III below).

TABLE ni 1 ABTIFICIAL FERTILIZEBS USED IS THE A.C.T. - 1955^6 ATO 1956-57

Artificial 
Fertilizers 

used or.

1955-56 Season

Area 
Fertilized

Super­
phosphate

Iheat 
'egetables 
■ruit 4 Vines 
>ther Crops 
>own Pasture 
lative Pasture

Acres
800
125
68

3,469
33,220
16,487

11. FABM MACHIHEBT

Cwt.
801
517

87
4,631

36,259 
15,679

Other 
Artificial , 
Fertilizers

Cwt.

1956-57 Season

Area 
Fertilised

Super­
phosphate

398
23

207
1,045

Acres 
103 
200 

17 
1,533 

32,592 
11,424

Cwt.
103 
733

20 
2,373 

38,005 
12,499

Other 
Artificial 
Fertilizers

•Cwt.

460
12
13

1,873

The table below sets out the principal types of farm machinery on A.C.T,
holdings during ths five years from 1953 to 1957.

TABLE nil » FARM MACHIHEBY OH A.C.T, HOLDIRGS AT 31ST MABCH, 1953 TO 1957

Type of Machinery

Ploughs (all types)
Rotary Hoes (all types)
Fertilizer Distributors and Broadcasters 
Shearing Machines (Ho. of Stands) 
Milking Machines (Ho. of Stands) 
Tractors - Wheeled

Crawler or Track

1953

308
40 

101
273
67

158
8

1254.
311

47
119
279
69

163 
7

At 31st March -
1251.

333
45 

126
273

77
172 

9

COMMOHWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS

CAHBEHBA, A,C,T, 26th HOVEMBEB, 1957

125«.
359

55 
126
270

85
193

9

J25L
347

52
138 
277
87

191
8




