
2 . 4 . 2 .  COMMENTS ON P ROTO-ENGAN 

2 . 4 . 2 . 1 .  I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Karl J .  Fr ankl i n  

Proto-Engan re fers t o  t h e  ab s t ract ion of an earli er l anguage , repre­
s ented today by languages such as Enga , Huli , Ipili , Mendi , Sau , Kewa , 
and prob ab ly Wiru . Except for t he latter,  e ach o f  these language s gen­
erally show lexi costatisti cal interre lationships above 40 % .  Wiru,  which 
lie s t o  the extreme eas t of t he language family , upon first examinat ion 
seems to b e  most c losely re lated to the l anguage t o  its immediate west -
Kewa . Howeve r ,  more de tailed analys i s  o f  certain aspe c t s  o f  Wiru reten­
tions , in p art icular fos si l i s ed suffi xes whi ch app ear to have his torically 
marked a form of unalienab le p o s s e s s ion, ind i c at e s  that Ipili ( l ying w e l l  
t o  t h e  west in the fami ly ) and often Huli a l s o  share common features with 
Wiru . Taken as a whole the Engan family ( excludi ng Wiru ) i s  more c lo s e ly 
interrelated than any members o f  t he fami ly is with s urro unding language s 
or groups , although Kewa has been shown t o  have some re lat i onship t o  t he 
Kutub uan l anguage s , as well as the Bosavian group ( Frankl in and Voorhoeve , 
19 7 3 ) .  The rel at ionship of Wiru is clearly at a more extreme hist ori cal 
hor i z on than other memb ers of Proto-Engan . 

Thi s  present art i c le is exploratory in nature : no at t empt i s  made t o  
s y s t emat i cally reconstruct Proto-Engan . Rather we h ave outlined s ame 
c ognat e s e t s  up on whi ch a re c ons t ructi on may legit imately be attempted . 
A reconst ruction o f  the pronominal forms and s ome phonemes has been 
attempted and is  included in a s ep arate s e c t ion of this art i c le . 

2 . 4 . 2 . 2 .  COGNATE  S E T S  

In t h e  fo llowing repre s en t ative c ognate s e t s  t he groupings are o n  t he 
b as i s  of semantic ( lexical ) and grammatical criteria.  C ognate s ub-s ets 
are numbered s erial ly w i thin each maj or semantic or grammati cal l i s t . 
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For example A . l i s  back , B . l  i s  ance s to r ,  C . l  i s  I ,  and s o  on , where 
memb ers of e ach l i s t  may be added to at s ome l ater dat e . 

Abb reviations , in s ome cas es , als o inc lude dial e ct s  of t he maj or lan­
guages : KW, refers to Wes t  Kewa,  KE , to East Kewa and KS , t o  South Kewa.  
Usual ly , however , only t he following one letter abbrevi at ions are used : 
K ( Kewa ) , M ( Mendi ) ,  S ( Sau ) , E ( Enga ) , H ( Huli ) ,  I ( Ip i li ) , W ( Wiru ) , 
and F ( Fasu ) .  Fas u ,  although not a memb er o f  t he family , h as a s omewhat 
more dis t ant but e s t ab l i shed gene t i c  relationship ( Franklin and Voorhoeve 
1 9 7 3 ) .  Words not cons idered as i llus trat ive cognates are inc luded in 
square bracket s .  

S e t  A i l lus trates mainly the name s of b ody p art s - human or otherwi se , 
but al s o  names for corresponding p arts o f  trees and p lant s  as we l l . 

A . I b ack : K m a s a ,  M mes a ,  S [ h ok i ] , E m� i t � ,  H [ e r e b i ra J ,  I ma s i a ,  
W [ m u k i t i ] , F ma t i  

A . 2 b e Z Zy : K r ob a a ,  M t omb a 3 [ p a l o ] ,  E t 6 b � , H t omb e ,  I t ob e n e , W t e p e  
A . 3  bone : KE k u l i ,  KW u n i ,  M w i n ,  MN k W i n ,  S h o l i k i ,  E ko r f ,  H k u n i ,  

I k u l i n i ,  W [ t o n o ] ,  F k i k i  
A . 4 breas t :  K a d u , M o n d u , S a n d u ,  E � d u ,  H a d u ,  I a d u ,  W a d u , F [ h oko ] 
A . 5  chin : K y a g a a ,  M s o n g o , S y a n k a k e , E a g a p � ,  H y a n g a , I a g a p u ,  

W [ p a k un u ] ,  F a k ae 
A . 6 ear : KE k a l e ,  KW a a n e , MN k a n , MW h a f , S k e r a ke , E k a r e ,  I a l e ,  

W [ k a b i d i ] ,  F [ s e n a k i ]  
A . 7  ey e :  KE I e ,  KW i n i , M i n ,  S l e k e ,  E r e g e , H re , I l e n e , W l e n e ,  F h i  
A . 8 Z e g. foo t :  KE , KW a a ,  KS a n g e , M an g ,  S a n k e ,  E k � p e , H g e , I k e n e ,  

W [ k awa ] ,  F k o r a k e  
A . 9  foreh e ad : K we n o ,  M wono , S w e n ok o , E [ r a g � r � ] ,  H w a n e  k u i ,  I 

w e n o ( n e ) , W p o n o ,  F w a m u  
A . IO hair : K i r i ,  M i t i , S i t i ( k i ) , E ( t f ,  H i r i ,  I i t i ( n i ) ,  W [ p f n e ] ,  

F i t i 
A . l l hand : K k i ,  M k i ,  S k i k i , E k i g i , H k i ,  I k i n i ,  W [ y on o ] , F [ h o k on o ]  
A . 1 2  kne e : K r u m u , M t um ,  S t u m i k i , E r �ma , H [ g e ] ,  I [ a i k i ( n i ) ] , 

W [ w a d i n i ]  
A . 1 3 Z i ver : K p u ,  M p u ,  S p u k i ,  E p u g i ,  H p u n f ,  I [ l a s i a n e ] ,  W [ k o l o t f n i ] ,  

F [ ko s o k o ]  
A . 14 name : K E  i b i , KW b i ,  M mb i , S b i k i , E [ ke g e ] ,  H m i n i , I [ g e n e ] ,  

W i b ( n i , F [ y a n o ]  
A . 15 neck : K m� , M ma , S m a k e , E ma g e ,  I ma n e ,  W [ k a b e ] ,  F maw i 
A . 16 roo t : K p i t y a , M p i f a ,  S p i k i ,  E p i g i , H p i n i , I p i n i ,  W [ t e ke ] ,  

F p i k i n u 
A . 1 7  s h o u Z de r : K p a s a ,  M pe s a ,  S p e y o ko , E [ r a ke ] ,  I p ay i a ( n e ) , 

W [wa g e n e ] ,  F [ k i n u ]  
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A . 1 8 tongue : K k e k e , MW h e g e ,  S k e k e k e , E k e k en ge , H h e g e , I e ke , 
W k e ke , F [ a l u ] 
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Set B l i s t s  mainly kinship terms , but a lso includes generi c terms for 
man , girl , and s o  on . 

B . l b oy : K n a a k i ,  M n a i k ,  S [ w e k e J ,  E [ w a n e ] ,  H [ i g i r i ] , I C a n e ] ,  
W [ a  I i ma t i ] 

B . 2 b ro th e r : K ame , Kw h ame , S h ameme , E [ y a g o g e ] ,  H h a me me , I a me n e ,  
W w a me n e  

B . 3 cro s s - cous i n : KW a a i , KE k a i ,  M h e ,  S k '.! t ,  E k a i i g f ,  H h a n i ( n i ) ,  
I a i n i 

B . 4 father (my ) : K a a p a . M a p ,  E a p a n e ,  H a b a ,  I a ;> a  
B .  5 man : KE a I i , KW a a ,  M o t ,  S h a I I ,  E a k a r i ,  H a g a I i , I a k a I i , W a I i ,  

F [ a po r o ]  
B . 6  mother (my ) : K a m a ,  M a m ,  E mame a ,  H [ '.! y a ] ,  l ama  
B . 7  mother ( h i s ) : K a g i , MW a n j i ,  S i n k i k i , E [ e d a g f ] ,  H [ i d y a ] , 

I a g i n i , W [ o n e  k '.! � a ] ,  F [ a ma ] 
B . 8  s i b l i ng ( opp . ) :  KE b a l i ,  M mbo l i ,  S b e l i k i ,  E [ p i ma re ge ] ,  H m b a l i n i ,  

I [ i ma l i n i ] , W [ a n a f ] ,  F [ a p u ]  
B . g woman : KE w i n y a ,  KW on a ,  M [ t e n ] ,  E e d a ,  H w a l i ,  I w a d a ,  W [ a t o a ] ,  

F h i n a mo 

S e t  C inc lude s mainly free pers onal pronouns , demonstratives and 
interrogative s .  

C . l I :  K n i ,  M n i ,  S i ,  E n a b a ,  H ( , I n i ( b a ) , W n o ,  F a n o / n omo 
C . 2  he : K ( n )  i p u ,  M i p u ,  S i p i k i , E b a a ,  H i b u ,  I ( e ) b a k a , W [ o n e ] ,  

F i p i /e p o  
C . 3  tha t : K m o ,  M mo n g o ,  S mo , E d 6k o , I mo l o ,  W [ e n i J ,  F [ a n e J  
c . 4  they (p l . ) :  K ( n ) i m u ,  M n i m , S i k l , E d 6 p a ,  H t i ,  I y a k a b a ,  W [ k i n i J ,  

F [ y i / i p u J  
C . 5  they two : K ( n ) i p u ,  l'<I i p i , S i p i l i k ! , E d o r a p o , H l i b u , I l i y a b a ,  

W [ k i t a ] , F t a t i / t e t a po  
c . 6 this : K g o , M n g o ,  S d o ,  E d a k e , H 0 ,  I o k o ( n e ) , W [ l J ,  F o n e  
C . 7  thou : K n e ,  M n g e , S n ek e , E e b a ,  H t ,  I ( n ) i b a ,  W n e ,  F n e / n omo 
c . 8  we (p l . ) :  KE n a a ,  KW n i a a / n y a a , M n o ,  S n i k i , E n a i ma ,  W [ t o t o J ,  

F [ i s i n a / i s u ]  
C . g we (dl . ) :  K s a a ,  M y o ,  S d i k i , E n a r f b a ,  H i y a ,  I n a l i p a ,  W [ t o t a J ,  

F [ i t i / e t o J  
C . 10 what ? :  KE a l  i ,  KW a k e , M a i k , S a l e k e , E a k i ,  H a g i , I a k i , W e d e l e ,  

F [ y a k a p a J  
C . l l when ? : K a r a b o ,  M a romb u ,  S [ h a n d i mm J , E [ a d o k o p a J ,  H [ a n g i ] , 

I [ a  k i d i ] ,  W [ m a n i p e t e ] ,  F [ m a s i n a k a J  
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who ? : K a p i ,  M a p ,  S e p i ,  E a p f ,  H a i , I a p i ,  W [ t e yo ] ,  F e p a  
y ou (p Z . ) :  K ( n ) i m i , M i m i , S i k i , E n y a k ama , H t l , I y a k n b a ,  
W [ k fw i ] ,  F n a n i m a 

c . 14 y ou (d Z .  ) :  K ( n )  i p i ,  M i p i ,  S i p i i i  k i ,  E n y a r a b o , H l i b u ,  I I i Y a b a , 
W [ k i t � ] ,  F t i t i / t e t o  

C . 15 three : K r e p o ,  M t e p , S t e p o ,  E t e ma , H t e b i r a ,  I t e b o ,  W t e m b o t o ,  
F [ i s i a ] 

c . 16 two : K l a a p o ,  M k a p , S y �p o ,  E r a ma , H [ k i r a ] ,  I l a p o ,  W e t a  k u t � ] ,  
F t e t a  

Set D consis t s  o f  the names o f  obj e cts  and items , b ut excluding flora 
and fauna . 

D . l hous e :  K a d a ,  M a n d ,  S n d a ,  E a d a ,  H a n d a ,  I a d a , W [ y a p u ] , F a p e 
D . 2  ne t bag : K n u ,  M n u ,  S n u ,  E n u u ,  H n u , I n u u ,  W [ k � ] ,  F [ a k u ] 
D . 3  pig : K men a ,  M [ m o k ] ,  MW [ j ome ] ,  S m�n� , E men a ,  H [ n o g o ] ,  I [ y i a ] ,  

W [ k a l ] ,  F [ s a r o ]  
D . 4  s a l t : K a i p a ,  M � p , S e p i ,  E a f p f ,  H i b i , I i p i  
D . 5  ashe s : K t a g a , M t on g , S l a n k� ,  E [ b u s i ] ,  H d a n g a , I [ p e t e ] ,  

W [ k u k u ] ,  F [ k a t e m a ]  
D . 6  e arth : K s u , M s u , S y u , E y u u , H [ d i n d i ] ,  I y u u , W [ i t on o ] , 

F [ h a uwa k a ]  
D . 7  moon : KE e k e , M e k ,  S e k e , E [ k a n a ] , H e g e , I [ a n a ] ,  W t o k e n e , 

F h e ke 
D . 8  moun tain : KE ka r i , MW h a r ,  S [ p o t e ] ,  E [ m a d a ] ,  H h a r i , I a t i ,  

W [ t o n o ] ,  F u l  i 
D . 9  s and : K i p a m u , M i p  m u , S C h o u ] ,  E i p a [ ke e ] ,  H i b a m� , I i p a ma u ,  

W [ k i b i ] ,  F [ t e k i ma J  
D . 10 s ·tone : KE k a n a , MW h a n , S [ t op i ] ,  E k a n a , H [ t Q l e ] , I a n a , W [ k ue ] ,  

F e k e  
D . ll sun : K n a re ,  MN n a r ,  S n a t e , E n i t a ,  H n i , I n a i /n a t e , W [ l o u ] , 

F [ m a i y a ]  
D . 12 wate r : K i p a ,  M i p , S [ i k a l i ] , E ( p a , H i b a , I i p a ,  W [ ue ] ,  
D . 1 3 outs i de : K ( k ) am a a , M h oma , S h a mal ,  E k a m a d a , I k a m a k a  
D . 1 4  y e s terday : K a b a l a ,  M ombo t a ,  S a m b a n e k e , E [ kw a k a ] ,  H a b e , 

F [ l a o ]  

S e t  E generally c ontains the names o f  flora and fauna . 

E . l  b anana : K ( k ) a i , MS a i , S d <{l l ,  E s a e ,  H h a i , I a i , W [ k a k a ] ,  
F [ ka p u t a ]  

F 

W 

E . 2  meat : K m i d i , M m i n d i ,  S [ maln � ] , E m i j u ,  H mb i r i n i , I m i j u n i , 
W [ me l e p u ] ,  F [ ma i y a ]  

E . 3  pandanu s : K a g a , M a n k ,  S a n kal ,  H a n g a , I a g a  

[ h � J  

a b e l a ,  
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E . 4  s ugarcane : KE wa l i ,  M w o t , 3 we l l ,  E [ I y a a ] ,  H [ t u ] ,  I [ I y a ] ,  
W [ t a l ] ,  F [ s �q ] 
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E . 5  swe e t  p o tato : K s a a p l , M s e p i , 3 [ t i a J ,  E [ a l n a ] , H [ h l n a ] , I [ a l n a ] ,  
W [ m o d 6 ] , F [ s u p u r u ]  

E . 6  taro : K m a a ,  M mo , 3 mre , E m a a , H rn a , I a n ama/ma , W m l , F me 
E . 7  tree : KW [ re p on a ] , M t i , 3 t l ,  E ( t a , H I r a ,  I I t a ,  W [ yomo] , F i r a 
E . 8  b ird : K y aa ,  M s o ,  .3 [ b a ] ,  E y a k a , H e g a , I e k a , W [ I n ) ] ,  F [ me n a ]  
E . 9  f�y ing fox : KE k a l ma ,  M3 ke i rn ,  3 [ � t �n a ] ,  E s a i m a ,  H g am l a ,  W k a l ma ,  

F k a ema  
E . 1D �ouse : KE l e ma , M e m ,  3 l rem re ,  E re m a ,  H emo , I l e mo , W n omo , 

F [ y a p a n l ]  

3et F l i s t s  those s tems which pot ent ially t ake affixes marking pers on , 
number , or tens e . In E a special suffix oc curs ( see A .  Lang 1 9 7 3 : 
xxvii i  ff . ) .  

F . l  to e a t : K n a ,  M n e , 3 n a , E , H n a ,  I W n a ko ,  F n e ge , n a a ,  a n e n e  
F . 2  to catch; t o  ho �d :  K s a p l r a j  r l p i n y a , M w a p i o ,  3 m l n re ,  E m l n y l r ,  

H y u  b I a ,  I m l n a ,  W [ mo t o ko ] , F [ m a k a  a r e ]  
F . 3  to come : K I p u ,  M e p e , 3 I p u ,  E e p e g e , H i b u ,  I ( p u , W [ n o ko ] ,  

F a pe re 
F . 4 to die : KE kom a , M orne , 3 h nmre , E k u m l  , H h om a , I oma , W [ t � k o ] , 

F [ a k u r e ]  
F . 5  to do : KW p a ,  M p i , 3 p re ,  E p i g  ( , H b I a 
F . 6  to give ( t o  1 s t  person) : K 9 I , M n ge , 3 k l t re ,  E rna I I 9 i , H n g ( ,  

I g} I , W [ me t e k o ] , F [ a k a r e ]  
F . 7  to h e ar : K p a g a , M po n g e , 3 o p ure , E [ 5 1 r amo ] ,  H [ h a l e  h a ] ,  I [ a l e  a ] ,  

W [ y a t e ko ] '  F [ k a l  r a k a ] 
F . 8  to h i t : KE t y a , M I e ,  3 l i t Cll , E t a k ( g l , H b a ,  I l a a ,  W [ w l t l ko ] , 

F [ a l u re ]  
F . 9  to � i e  down : KE p a t y a , M p o l e ,  3 p e l i Cll , E [ p a re g e J .  H p � l l a ,  

I p a l I ,  W p i  t ( k o , F [ awa r e ]  
F . 1D t o  ta �k : K i a ,  M t e , 3 a l Cll , E r e , H l a ,  I l a a ,  W [ w a  ok o ] , 

F [ s ome r a k a ]  
F . 1 l to s e e : K a d a ,  M o n d e , 3 h a n dCll , E k a d e g e , H h � n d a , I a d a ,  W 

F [ a s e r e ]  
F . 12 to s i t :  K p i  r a , M p e t e , 3 p i  1 ClI ,  E pe t e ge , H b I r a  , I p i t I , W 

F a k a l y e 

e n e k o ,  

[ me k 6 ] , 

F . 13 to s tand up : K r e k a ,  M t l k o ,  3 t I Cll S Cll , E k a t e g e , H [ h e y a ] ,  I [ a t a ] ,  
W [ k a ko ] ,  F [ a l e ]  

F . 14 to g o : K p u ,  M p e , 3 p u , E p a e g e , H p � ,  I p u u , W [ y a k 6 ] , 
F [ k o r a k a r e ]  
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Set G generally inc ludes s t ems which may occur as quali fiers or 
followed by a limi ted s et o f  verb s ,  such as make , Bay,  and h i t .  The 
l at ter are called pro-verb s  in A .  Lang ( 19 7 1 : 8 1 ) . 

G . l  bad : KE ko l e a ,  M ko , S h ok e ,  E k o o , H k o , I koo , W po k o ,  
F [wa t i k i s a J  

G . 2  big : K a d a a , M on d o ,  S [ t i e k e ] , E a d � k e , H [ t i mb u ( n i ) ] , I a d a ( n e ) , 
W [ t u be a J ,  F k a r a  

G . 3  dark, co lored : KW p ob o r e , M pombe t e , S [ p u n u  P� J ,  E [ p u p u t i J , 
H [ m i n d i  b i J ,  I p o bo t e n e , W [ l i en e � J ,  F [ p i k i r i s a J  

G . 4 cough : KE k o r o  t a ,  M o t  i e , S h o t o  a l � ,  K k o t o  r e , H k o  l a ,  
I k o t o  l a a ,  W [ t o t on a  O k o J ,  F [ y i y o k o  a n e J 

G . 5 dry : K k a a p u  t a , M k�p i , S h a p u  l a e ,  E k e k e  r e g e , H [ y o  b i  r a J , 
I k a p u , W [ k a �  t ok o J , F [ p a ro s a J  

G . 6  good : K e p e  ( t a ) , M e p e ,  S e p e ke , E e p e , H [ b a y a l e J ,  I [ w a y u J ,  
W e p e  t e k o , F [ ko t e s a J  

G . 7  laugh : K g i r i  t a , M k i t  i e ,  S k i  t a l � ,  E g i  i ramo , H [ ob a  t i m b u n i  
h a J ,  I g i t u ,  W [ y � u  t o k o J , F [ t a k u a n e J  

G . 8  new : KE p en a ,  M we n e ,  S p a n a k e , E e n e g e , H g a h a n g e , I w e n e n e ,  
W p e n e , F [ k awe J 

G . 9 no t :  K d i a ,  M i n d ,  S d i � ,  E d a a , I j i a ,  W [ me n � J , F [w a i J 
G . 1D h e avy : K k e d a a  ( p e a ) , M k e n d , S k � n d � , E k e d � ,  H g e n d ab i , I k ed a ,  

W k e d �  t ok o ,  F [ u m i s a J  
G . 11 
G . 12 
G . 13 
G . 14 

G . 15 

pain : K r a d a a  ( p i a ) , M t a n d ,  S t an d a , E t � d � , H t a n d a g d , I t a n d a k a  
B ore : K r e re ( p i a ) , M t e r ,  S t e t e , E t e t e ,  H d e re ,  I t e te 
s tink : K p u g u  ( p i a ) , M p u n k ,  S p u n k u  m i , E pug u p i g f ,  H n g u  h a  
whi te : K k a a ke ( p i a ) , M a i k i  p i , S h a ke p� , E [ i pa f J ,  H p a g a b u a , 
I a ke pe n e ,  W � k e  t a n e a , F p a k a e s a  
y e l low : K amb u , M omb , S [ h a m i  p a e J ,  E � bw a , H a mb u a b i ,  I a b u a , 
W [ k a k a i p a g e n e a J ,  F [ k i �me s a J  

G . 16 run away : K a l o  p u ,  M a i ama  p e pe , S a f  p u l � ,  E a r a  p fg i , H [ g e  
r a i  l a J ,  I p e k a l a  p u u , W [ t e i a  p e a  pok o J , F [ f o a k a  a p u r e J  

G . 17 Bpi t :  KW s ope  r a a , M [ n e m a ke J , S d op i t� , E s o p o  k � r i , H [ h am i a g a J , 
I 5 0 0  l a a 

G . 1 8 vomi t : KW m a a k u  r a ,  M m a k , E my u k u  t a l y fg i , H mag u t a g u  w i a ,  
I m i a g u  t a g u a  

2 . 4 . 2 . 3 .  P ROTO - E N GAN P H O N E M E S  

In t h i s  sect ion some proto-phonemes are t entatively sugge s t ed o n  the 
basis  of the mos t  c ommon regular s ound correspondences i llus trated in 
the c ognat e s et s  ab ove . 



* m b  

* n d  

* 1) 9  

*k  
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A . 2 ,  A . 1 4 ,  B . 8 ,  0 . 14 ,  G . 3 ,  G . 15 

A .  4 ,  0 . 1 ,  E . 2 ,  F . l l ,  G . 2 ,  G . 9 ,  G . IO ,  G . ll 

A . 5 ,  A . 8 ,  0 . 5 ,  F . 7 ,  G . 1 3 

A . 3 ,  A . 6 ,  A . l l ,  A . 1 8 ,  B . l ,  B . 3 ,  B . 5 ,  0 . 7 ,  0 . 13 ,  E . l ,  E . 9 ,  F' . 4 ,  
G . l ,  G . 4 

NB : * k  probab ly had an allophone [ w k x J ini t ially : note A . 3 ,  et c .  where 
* k x  > k ,  h ,  or � .  At present *h is not sugge s t e d . 

* p  A . 1 3 ,  A . 16 ,  A . 17 ,  B . 4 ,  C . 2 ,  C . 12 ,  C . 14 ,  C . 15 ,  c . 16 ,  0 . 9 ,  F . 3 ,  
F . 7 ,  F . 9 ,  F . 12 ,  F . 1 4  

NB : * p  was prob ab ly a fricative and voi ced intervocalical ly . 

* t  A . 2 ,  A . IO ,  C . 15 ,  0 . 5 ,  0 . 8 ,  0 . 11 ,  E . 7 ,  F . 12 ,  G . ll ,  G . 12 
NB : * t  may have been a c omplex phoneme initi ally ; medially in pres ent 
day K i t  i s  alway s  I r / .  

* m  A . l ,  A . 12 ,  A . 15 ,  B . 2 ,  B . 6 ,  0 . 9 ,  0 . 1 3 ,  E . 6 , E . 9 ,  E . IO ,  F . 4 
NB : there i s  s ome evidence that *my may have also been a s ep arate 
phoneme , e . g . G . 1 8 .  Alternatively many o f  the phonemes may have added 
p alata·lisat i on as a separate feature . 

* n  A . 9 ,  C . l ,  C . 7 ,  0 . 2 ,  0 . 10 ,  F . l ,  G . 8  
NB : also on many h i s tori cal s uffixes as * - n e , e . g .  A . 7 .  

* s y  A . l ,  A . 5 ,  A . 17 ,  C . 9 ,  0 . 6 ,  E . 8  
NB : In the following sect ion on pronominal sets  addit ional comments 
are made . The phonet i c  characteri s t i c s  of this prot o-phoneme may have 
been [ *p J . 

* t  A . 7 ,  A . 16 ,  B . 5 ,  B . 8 ,  C . 16 ,  0 . 14 ,  E . 4 ,  E . IO ,  F . B ,  F . IO ,  G . 17 
NB : In the following sect ion the prot o-phoneme * l Y is sugge s t e d .  The 
phone t i c  charac teris t i c s  may have been [ * l J . 

*w ( ? ) : A .  9 ,  B .  9 ,  E .  4 
NB : In some examples , such as G . 8 ,  w- corresponds t o  p .  It  may b e  
that a prot o-phoneme w i t h  phonet i c  characteri s t i c s  o f  [ * p w J  would c are 
for *w and * p . Further e vidence of lab i al i s at i on can be found in sets 
such as A . 3  

The proto-vowe ls are s omet imes difficult t o  i dentify due t o  morpho­
phonemi c vowe l harmony . Howeve r ,  by identi fy ing * - n e  and * - k V  as his­
t orical s uffixes the bC'.si c  stems c an b e  c ompared w ith greater cert ainty 
and on this b as i s  the fol lowing vowe ls are pos ited . 

* i  A . 3 ,  A . I O ,  A . ll ,  A . 14 ,  A . 16 ,  B . 5 ,  B . 7 ,  B . 8 ,  C . l ,  C . 2 ,  C . 13 ,  C . 1 4 ,  
0 . 12 ,  E . 7 ,  F . 3 ,  F . 6 . , e t c . 
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* u  A .  3 ,  A . 4 ,  A . 12 ,  A . 1 3 ,  D . 2 ,  D . 6 ,  D . 9 ,  F . l ,  

*e A . 2 ,  A . 6 ,  A . 7 ,  A . 8 ,  A . 1 8 ,  C . 7 ,  C . 15 ,  D . 7 ,  

* 0  A . 9 ,  C . 3 , C . 6 ,  C . 15 ,  C . 16 ,  F� 4 ,  G . l ,  G . 4  

* a  A . l ,  A . 4 ,  A . 5 ,  .40 . 6 ,  A . 8 ,  A . 15 ,  B . 2 ,  B . 4 ,  

* a i A . l ,  A .  17 , B . l ,  B .  3 ,  C .  12 , D .  4 ,  E .  1 ,  E .  9 

G . 1 3 ,  G . 15 ,  G . 1 8 

E . 10 ,  G . 10 ,  G . ll 

B . 5 ,  B . 6 ,  C . 8 , C . IO ,  et c .  

NB : I n  pres ent day l anguages this o ften corresponds t o  le i l or I�/ .  

There has been no discuss i on i n  this s e c t ion o f  phonemic t one o r  vowe l 
length . Most often vowe l length i s  the res ult of a loss of a contiguous 
c ons onant or who le syllab le .  Tone o ft en disamb iguates pres ent day minimal 
p airs which have aris en from diverse pro t o- forms , e . g . KW �� man is  from 
* a k a t i , while a a  foo t  is from * a n g e . 

A great deal more work remains b e fore the Prot o-Engan s ounds can be 
e s t ab li s hed with c omplete certainty . The present work , hope fu l ly , is at 
least a s t art in the proper dire c tion . 

2 . 4 . 2 . 4 .  P RO N O M I N A L  S E T S  

In t h i s  s e c t ion i t  i s  shown that t w o  s et s  of free pronominal forms 
o c c urred in Prot o-Engan . The pronouns of Wiru do not identi fy e as i ly with 
either s e t , although those of Wiru bear s ome re lat ionship t o  one s e t  in 
Fas u .  

Abbreviati ons whi ch have n o t  b een u s e d  elsewhere are : P = Pinai ( a  
language lo cated near t he Yuap River he adwaters , b ut re lated t o  Enga -
see Bulmer 19 6 8 ) , 1 EL = Lembena Eng a ,  EM = Lapalama Enga , EG = Gadio 
Enga , EK = Kyaka Enga , ER = Raeapo Enga . 

The first prot o-set of pronouns i s  as fol l ows : 

1st  
2nd 
3rd 

Singular 
* n i 
* n e k e  

SET A 

* i p i k i 'V * n i p i k i 

Dual 
* s y a k e  
*n  i p i  J i k i 
* n  i p i  J i k i 

Plural 
* n y i k i  
*n  i m i  k i 
* n i m u k i  

Set A i s  repre s ented in t he present day languages o f  S ,  K ,  M ,  and H 
as follows : 

lEditors' note : D . C .  L�cock ( see 2 . 11 . 3 . 5 . 1 . in this volume ) classifies Pinai as a member 
of the Sepik-Ramu Phylum and includes it into the Piawi Stock in the Yuat Sub-Phylum 
in i t .  Its apparent link with Enga seems to b e  attributable t o  extensive loans from 
Enga , some of which m� be quite archaic and therefore of considerable value to com­
pare.ti ve work as attempted in this chapter. 



2 . 4 . 2 .  COMMENTS ON PROTO-ENGAN 2 7 1  

*n i (1st sg. ) � 
n i  (K,M) ( (S,H) 

* (n ) i p i  k i Ord sg. ) 

�� i p i k i  (S)  (n ) i pu (K,M) i bu (H) 

*syake ( 1st dl. ) 

yo (M) i ya (H) t i k i  ( S )  

nya i na (H) 

*n i p i 1 i k i (2nd 3rd dl . ) � 
i p i 1 i k i (S) (n ) i p i  (K,M) 1 i bu  (H) 

(1st dl. ) 

*n i m i k i  ( 2nd pI. ) 

� i k i  (S )  (n)  i m i  (K,M) t i  (H) 

*n i muki  (3rd pI. ) 

i m i  t i  (H) 

Set  B is morphologica.1J y more complex than Set A and i s  represented 
in present day dialects  of E ,  but also in P and I .  In this set pers on 
was marked as fol l ows : 

* n a - 1st pers on 
* n i - 2nd person 
* e - � n e - 3rd person 
The 1st person forms o f  P also clearly indi c ate that i t  i s  also 

possible to c ons ider *n a k Y a  � * n a k a , * n i k Y a  � * n i k a ,  e t � .  as b as i c  forms . 
The form * - 1  Y i  - � * - 1  i - appeared to focus "non-singularity " ,  perhaps 

in as s o c i ation w ith * - k Y a - � * - k a - .  
Fina l ly t he forms * - b a 1 a  � * - mb u a 1 a  may have marked s ome syntact i c  

fun ct i on . O n  t h e  o t h e r  h and t h e s e  may have b een derived from some b as i c  
s e t  o f  numerals . 

Examples from Set B now follow . 

* n a k a mb a 1  a ( 1st  s g . ) 

n a b a  ( I , E R )  

* n i k a mb a 1 a  ( 2nd s g . ) 

e m b a  ( EM , E K )  n i mb a  ( E G )  ( n )  i m b a  ( I )  
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* n e k a mb a l a  ( 3rd s g . ) 

�� 
n u k W a  ( P )  b a l a  (EL , I )  b a a  (EM , EK , E R )  ( e ) b a k a  ( I )  

In b a a , i t  i s  quite prob ab le that an intermediate s t age such a.s the 
fol lowing took p lace � 

n a l i mb a l a  ( E L )  
n a  1 i m b a  ( EM )  
n a n i mb a  ( EG )  

b a l a  e b a k a  
"-/ b a a  

* n a l y i mb W a l a  ( 1s t  dl . )  

n a l i b a ( E R )  
n a l i p a ( I )  
n a l i ( I )  

n amb awa ( EK )  n a n e k a l i ( P )  

The P forms s ugge s t s  that- a re construct ion o f  * n a k a  1 y i m b w a  1 a might 
be neces s ary . The 2nd and 3rd dual sugge s t  the s ame . 

*n i k a l y i m b a l a  ( 2nd , 3rd dl . )  

n i kya l i mb i  (P) ni 1 i mba l a  (EL) 
nakamba (EK) 

(ER) l i yaba (I ) 
yomba (EG) 

The l i s t ing o f  EG below I ( above )  i s  meant to sugge s t  that an lnter­
mediate s tage t ook p lace . 

n a i ma l a  ( EL )  
n a i ma (EM,ER ) 

* n a n y i m b W a l a  ( 1s t  pl . )  

n an i m b a  ( E G )  n a n e k a  ( P )  

The P form i s  unaccounted for in the re cons truction . 

* n y a k y a l i m b a l a  (2nd, 3rd p l . )  

-----
n i k y a l i m i  ( P )  n y am a l a  ( EL )  n y a k am a  (EM )  

n ak a m a  ( EK )  
y a k a m b a  ( EG )  
y a k a b a  ( I )  

In t he above forms i t  is  pos s ib le that the 1 s t  dl . and p l . forms were 
identical in Prot o-Engan . 
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On the b as i s  o f  the recon s t ructed pronominal forms , and s omewhat 
tentative ly , a series of palatali sed phoneme s seems evident : / * n y , * s y ,  
* k y , * l y/ ,  b ut not *y . Evidence in the shape of *m b w  may s ugge s t  l ab i ­
a l i s e d  phonemes as we l l . Howeve r ,  b oth series may prove t o  be condit ioned 
by contiguous vowel s . 

In addi t ion , and on t he b as i s  of pronominal forms alone Proto-Engan 
prob ab ly had / * p , * k , * n , * 1 , * m , *m b ,  * i , *e/ and / * a/ . 

The compari s on o f  Wiru with e i ther proto-set  i s  not ins tructive . 
Howeve r ,  Wiru and Fasu free pronouns seems t o  have a closer affinity , as 
demonstrated in the following t ab le ( where t he pos s ib le Proto-south 
central forms as s ugges ted b y  Voorhoeve are also included ) :  

S ingular Dual P lural 

W F P-SC W F W F P -SC 

1st n o  a n o  n V ( p )  t o t a  e t o t o to i s u  n i ( p )  

2nd t � i ( p )  n e  n e  k V ( p )  k i t a  t e t o  k i w i  r e  

3rd o n e  e y V ( ? ? )  k i t a t e t a  k i n  i i Y i ( p ? )  

Clearly the inclus i on o f  Wiru ( or Fasu ) in Prot o-Engan i s  tenuous on 
the basis  of t he free pronominal forms as reconstructed in this s e c t ion . 

I t  would not prove surprising if Set  B includes numeral s such as 
* k y a mb a 1 a ,  * l y i mb a 1 a ,  * k y a 1 y i mb a 1 a  or s imp ly * m b a 1 a .  On the basis of the 
length o f  the forms alone this seems qui t e  like ly . 

Presently t he task of s ugge s t ing some recons truct ion involving Set A 
and B seems formidab le . Probab ly two prot o-sets were pres ent in the 
parent language ; howeve r ,  s ome intermediate proto-st age would also be 
post ulated t o  s o l ve s ome of the prob lems - if i t  i s  nece s s ary to recon­
s truct one main set . 

2 . 4 . 2 . 5 .  S O U RC E S  
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