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SUBYEY OF WEEKLY EARNINGS AND HOURS, 
(Preliminary results)

-BER 1972

Reference No. 6.28

This bulletin contains preliminary results of the survey of weekly earn­
ings and hours conducted for the last pay-period in October 1972, together with 
results of earlier surveys for comparison. Preliminary estimates for October 1972 
have been prepared for the major classifications on the basis of figures reported by 
94 per cent of survey respondents. These preliminary figures for 1972 may differ 
from final figures which will be published in greater detail when the survey has been 
completed.

2. The figures in this bulletin are based on a stratified random sample of
private employers subject to pay-roll tax (i.e. those paying more than 1400 a week in 
wages and salaries). Excluded from these results are employees of government and
semi-govemment authorities;
organisations exempt from pay-roll tax;

employees of religious, benevolent and other similar

domestic service;
employees in rural industry and in private

employees in the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital
Territory; and waterside workers in casual employment.

3. The following definitions refer to terms used in the suirvey and in the
tables of this bulletin.

4. Full-time employees are those employees who ordinarily work 50 hours or
more a week and who received pay for the last pay-period in October. Part-time 
employees are those who ordinarily work leas than 50 hours a week.

5. Adult employees include employees under 21 years of age paid at the adult
rate for their occupation.
age.

6.

Junior empiovees are all other employees under 21 years of

Other than managerial, etc, staff includes minor supervisory employees.
leading hands, clerical and office staff as well as ordinary wages employees.
excludes managerial, executive, 
further defined.

It
professional and higher supervisory staff who were not

7. Weekly earnings refers to gross earnings before taxation and other
deductions have been made, for the last pay-period in October. It includes overtime
earnings, ordinary time earnings, shift allowances, penalty rates, commission and 
similar payments, and paid leave taken during the pay-period. Retrospective payments
are excluded. Overtime earnings refers to that part of gross weekly earnings for
hours paid for in excess of award, standard or agreed hours of work. Ordinary time 
earnings refers to that part of gross weekly earnings for award, standard or agreed 
hours of work.

8.
was made.

Weekly mai-hours paid for refers to the sum of man-hours for which payment 
It includes overtime hours, ordinary time hours, paid stand-by or reporting

time and paid leave taken in the pay-period. For employees absent for part of the
pay-period only man-hours actually paid for are included. Overtime hours refers to
hours in excess of award, standard or agreed hours of work. Ordinary time hours refers 
to award, standard or agreed hours of work.

9. For full details (including explanatory notes, definitions and a copy of
the survey form) of the October surveys of weekly earnings and hours conducted in the 
years 1962 to 1971, see im 
1971" (Reference No. 6.1).

see the bulletin "Survey of Weekly Earnings and Hours, October



2.

10. The estioatsd average weakly earnings in the tables below are rounded to 
the nearest 10 cents, and those of average weekly hours paid for to the first decimal 
place. Any discrepancies between totals and sums of components in tables are due to 
rounding.

TAELE 1. - AYERAGB WEBKLY BABHIHQS AHB HOURS. PRIVATE BIPLOTMEHT - 

ALL imOSTRY GROUPS. AUSTRALIA (al

OCTOBER 1971 AHU 1972 (b)

Males Females

October 
1Q71

Average weekly earnings (S)

October 
1,a72(a)

October 
1971

October 
1972(e)

Bill-time employees - 
Managerial, etc. staff 
Other than managerial, etc. staff -

Adults
Juniors

Part-time employees -
Adults 
Juniors

138.50 150.00 81.10 88.30

89.60
43.10

95.80
46.90

54.40
35.40

60.70
39.30

28.60
6.50

30.30
7.70

26.40
7.00

30.20 
6.80

Average weekly hours paid for

Full-time employees - 
Managerial, etc. staff (d) 
Other than managerial, etc. staff -

Adults
Juniors

Part-time employees -
Adults 
Juniors

43.2
40.6

42.8
40.4

39.3 
39.0

39.2
38.9

14.8
6.9

14.6
7.4

17.5
7.4

17.7
6.8

(a) Private employees. Excludes rural industry, and private domestic service.
Excludes Rorthem Territory and Australian Capital Territory, (b) Last pay-period in 
October 1971 and 1972. (c) ~ ' ...----------- ---- .-J Preliminary figures subject to revision - see paragraph 1, 

(d) Hours of work for managerial, etc. staff were not reported.page 1.



TABLE 2. - AVERAGE WEEKLY OVERTIME AKE ORDINARY TIME EjJtNINGS AND HOURS (a). PRIVATE EWPLOyWEHT 

RPLT-.TIME EMPLOYEES (OTHER THAN MANAGERIAL, ETC. STAFF) (b) - ALL INIPSTRY GROUPS (c). STATES 

OCTOBER 1971 AMD 1972 (d)

Oct.
N.S.W,

Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct.
S.A,

iq71 Iiq72(f)l 1971 iiq72(f)fl 1971 hq72(f)B 1 q71
Oct. Oct.

W.A.
Oct. Oct. Oct,

Anat, (e^

Average weejcly earninga (l)

VCb* VCT« VCUa VCI«« I
,1Q72(f)B 1971 Iiq72(f)ll 1071 Iiq72(f)iI

Auat.
Oct. T 
1971..1

Oct. 
iq72(f)

Adult males - 
Overtime earn­
ings (a) 
Ordinary time 
earnings

Total 
Junior males -
Total earnings 

Adult females -
Total earnings 

Junior females -
Total earnings

14.00

78.40
92.40

44.30

57.20

36.80

14.20

85.10
99.30

12.30

75.30
87.60

48.20 I 44.30

63.70 I 53.00

40.90 I 36.80

13.30

81.70
95.00

47.80

59.60

40.90

12.10

74.90
87.00

42.10

50.90

32.50

12.70

79.70
92.30

46.20

56.60

37.00

11.70

72.00
83.70

40.60

50.70

33.30

11.30

78.10
89.40

46.10

56.50

37.60

20.50 16.00 7.70 8.40 13.40 13.40

75.70
96.10

39.60

52.00

33.70

Average weekly hours paid for

82.30
98.30

41.80

57.30

36.00

75.90
83.60

41.80

50.40

33.20

79.70
88.20

44.60

55.40

36.30

76.20
89.60

43.10

54.40

35.40

82.40
95.80

46.90

60.70

39.30

Adult males - 
Overtime 
hours (a) 
Ordinary time 
hours 

Total 
Junior males - 
Total hours 

Adult females - 
Total hours 

Junior females - 
Total hours

4.7 4.5 4.4 4.3 4.4 3.9 4.2 3.8 7.1 5.2 2.6 2.7 4.6 4.3

38.3
43.0

40.2

39.2

38.8

38.4
42.8

38.7
43.0

38.6
42.9

38.8
43.2

38.3
42.2

38.5
42.7

38.9
42,7

38.7
45.8

38.9
44.1

39.1
41.7

39.1
41.7

38.5
43.2

38.5
42.8

39.8

39.1

38.8

40.6

39.2

38.9

40.8

I39.2

38.8

40.4 40.1 41.0 41.2 41.9 41.0 40.4 39.9 40.6 40.4

39.5

39.4

39.5

39.3

39.6

39.2

39.3

39.0

39.7

38.9

39.9

38.9

38.9

38.8

39.1

38.9

39.3

39.0

39.2

38.9
(b)Private employees.■(75 Averages for all employees represented in the estimates whether or not they worked overtime. .

Excludes managerial, executive, professional and higher supervisory staff, (o) Excludes lural industry, and private 
domestic service, (d) Last pay-period in October 1971 and 1972. (;? n.
Territory, (f) Preliminary figures subject to revision - see paragraph 1, page 1.

(e) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital



TABLE 5. - AVERACE WEEKLY OVERTIME AMP ORBINARl TIME EARNINGS AND HOURS (a), PRIVATE WmBMB 
FULL-TIME ADULT MATJ! BIPLOYEBS (OTHER THAN MANAGERIAL. ETC. STAFF) (b). INDUSTRY GROUPS;—ASSESiiii-LcI

Industry group
t

Manufacturing -
Extracting, refining and founding of metals
Engineering suid metalworking
Ships, vehicles, parts and accessories 

Founding, engineering, vehicles, etc.
Textiles, clothing and footwear
Food, drink and tobacco
Paper, printing, bookbinding and photography
Chemicals, dyes, explosives, paints, 
non-mlneral oils

Other
Manufacturing groups

Hon-manufacturing -
Mining and quarrying
Building and construction
Transport emd storage
Fiiance and property
Wholesale trade, primary produce dealing, etc. 
Retail trade
Other industries (e)

OCTOBER 1972 (d)
Average weekly earning
Overtime 

eamings (a)
Ordinary time 

eamipgs_

ZEZ
Total

Average »eelp..v houre paid : 'or
Overtime 

hours (a)
Ordinary time 

hours Total

16.00
15.70
12.20
14.80
12.60
14.90
11.20

14.50
15.80

14.60

87.50 
80.90
81.10 
82.10 
76.40 
76.00
90.10

87.10
78.00

80.90

105.50
96.60
95.20
96.90
89.00
90.90

101.50

101 .60
95.80

95.50

5.2
5.0
5.8
4.7
4.6
4.9
5.5

4.5
5.4

4.7

58.7 
58.4
58.4
58.4 
58.7 
58.2
59.1

58.6
58.5

58.5

45.8 
45-4
42.2
45.1
45.2
45.2
42.4

42.9
45.9

45.2

45.5 •
44.1
44.5
59.2
41.5
41.5
41.9

42.5
42.8

56.8
58.5
58.2
58.5
58.9
59.5
58.7
58.6
58.5

6.7 
5.6
6.4 
0.7 
2.6
2.0 
5.2

5.7 
4.5

125.50 
106.70
105.90 
99.20 
88.40 
80.00
91.60

96.20 
95.80

100.80
86.80
85.60
96.90
80.70
74.70
82.50

84.50
82.40

22.80 
19.90
20.40 
2.50 
7.80
5.50 
9.50

12.00 
15.40

■ou^iHon-nanufscturing groups
All Industry groups

(b) Private employees(a) Averages for all employees represented in the estimates whether or not they worked overtime. 
Excludes managerial, executive, professional and higher supervisory staff, (c) ETcl'ides __

(d) Last pay-period in October 1972, (e) Includes community and business servlcesi
electricity, gas, water and sanitary servicesj and forestry, fishing

only.
Australian Capital Territory,
amusement, hotels, cafes, personal service, etc.; ejeoinoiiy, gao, «««i 

(f) Excludes rural industry, and private domestic servioo.and trapping.

(o) Excludes Northern Territory and



TABU I. . nawii HBM otmriiu Am ommn mu lunim a»d boohs (.1. ihhat« nPLonuw 

WU-tlllB aPLOTMB fOTHM »Ml MIMMIAL. BC. nAWlibl - AUSTRALIA (s) 

OaiOM. t<MST TO ITO (a1

Dot. ' Ost. I Oot. I 
itt? I ism I iw I

MAVUrAOTURZK»

Ooti
im

J. I Oct. I Oo^T Oct. T 
ro I 1W1 hMitfll 1067 I

MOSJUM/nLCTURZm

Oot. 
1^68

Av«n«i «Midy «<»10*1 (•)

I Oct. I Oct. I Oct. I 
I HXQ I 107Q I 1Q71 1

Oct. Oct.
1067

àu. imdostu oaoüps (•)
(. I Oct. I Ooi. I 
>7 I 1Q6fl I mo I

Oot. I Oetif Oct. 
lOTO I «ITlll<172(fl

Adult aalaa -
Owartlne aamln«a (a)
Ordinary tine aamlaca 

Total
■httlor aalaa -

Ovartlao oax«ln<a (a)
Ordinary tlaa earainia

Total
Adult foMloa -

Overtlno oamlnta (a)
Ordinary tlaa eamln<a 

Total
Junior foaaloa -

Ovartlao oaminca (a)
Ordinary tlaa aamlayi 

Total

10.10
54.40
64.50

3.20 
26.90 
32.00

2.00
34.30
36.30

0.60
22.60
23.70

11.00
57.60
68.60

3.40
30.90
34.20

2.20 
35.40 
57.60

0.90
23.50
24.40

12.40
61.00
73.30

3.60
32.30
56.00

2.70
38.50
41.20

1.10
25.90
27.00

15.20
65.40
78.70

5.80 
54.60 
38.90

3.20
42.10
45.20

1 .20
28.00
29.20

14.20
74.70
66.90,

14.60
60.90
95.50

7.40 
57.30 
64.70

9.00
60.40
69.40

10.30
64.60
74.90

11.50
70.00
81.60

12.50
78.10
90.50

12.00 9.00
84.50 55.70
96, 20 64.60

10.10
56.60
69.00

11.50
62.50
74.00

12.90
67.50
80.00

13.40 
76.20 
09.60

13,40 
62.40 
95.80

3.90
39.10
43.00

3.40
49.50
53.00

1.20
32.60
34.10

3.90
42.50
46.40

3.60
55.10
58.80

1.40
36.10
37.50

1.70
29.30
31.10

0.90
36.20
59.20

0.40
25.00
25.40

2.00
31 .40
33.30

1.10 
40.20 
41.20

0.40 
25.80 
26»20

Av«nif« wckly hour* paid for

2.00 
33.70 
35.70

1.50 
44.20 
45.50

0.60 
28.60 
29.40

2.70
36.20
38.90

1.50
48.20
49.70

0.60
31.50
52.20

2.60
40.60
43.20

1.60
54.50
56.10

0.70
35.20
35.90

2.70
44.60

2.40
29.10

47.90 31.50

1 .70
60.90
62.60

0.70
39.20
39.90

2.70
51.10
33.80

2.60
33.00
55.80

3-20
35.50 
38.70

3.20
39.90
43.10

3.30
43.60
46.90

1.50
36.10
37.60

0.50
24.30
24.80

1.70
37.60
39.30

2.10
41.20
43.20

2.40
45.00
47.50

2.60
51.90
54.40

• 2.70
58.00 
60.70

0.60
25.00
25.60

0.80 
27.90 
28.rr<3

0.90
50.40
31.30

0.60
34.60 
35.40

0.90
38.50
39.30

Adult nalaa »
Orertlaa houra (a)
Ordinary tlaa houra 

Total
Junior aalaa -

Ovartlae houra (a)
Ordinary tlae houra 

Total
Adult foaaloa -

Overtlaa houra (a)
Ordinary tlae houra 

Total 
Junior faaalea «

Orartlno houra (a)
Ordinary tine houra 

Total

5.0
56.6
45.7

2.7
36.6
41.5

1.5’
37.8
39.3

0.9
38.3
39.2

------- r“'
5.0

36.7
43.7

2.7
36.6
41.2

1.6
57.7
39.3

1.0
36.0
39.0

5.5
36.6
44.1

2.7
38.5
41.3

1.9
37.9
39.6

37.9
39.1

5.4
58.6
44.0

2.6
38.4
41.1

1.9
37.8
39.7

58.1
99.5

5.0
38.5
43.5

2.4
30.5
40.6

1.8
37.8
39.6

1.0
36.1
39.0

4.7
36.5
43.2

2.1
38.2
40.3

1.7
37.9
39.6

1.0
36.0
39.0

3.4
58.9
42.4

1.5
59.1
40.5

0.7
58.3
39.0

0.4
38.5
58.9

4.0
58.7
42.7

1.6
59.0
40.5

0.7
38.2
38.9

0.4
38.5
99.0

4.3
38.7
42.9

1.5
39.0
40.5

0.8
36.2
39.0

0.5
38.4
39.0

38.6 
43.0

1.6
36.8
40.6

0.8 
38.1 
38.9

0.^
38.3
38.9

4.2
38.6
42.8

1.6
38.6
40.4

0.8
38.1
38.9

0.5
36.5
39.0

3.7
38.6
42.5

1.5
38.9
40.4

0.8
38.1
38.9

0.4
38.4
38.9

4.3 
38.8 
43.1

2.1
36.8
40.9

38.0
39.2

0.6 
38.4 
39.0

4.6
38.7
43.3 •

4.9
38.7
43.6

4.9
38.6
43.9

4.6
38.5
43.2

4.3
38.5
42.6

2.1
36.6
40.9

1.2
37.9
39.1

0.6
38.4
39.0

2.1 
38.8 
40.9

38.1
39.4

0.7
36.3
39.0

2.2
38.6
40.8

37.9
39.4

0.8
38.9
99.0

2.0
38.7
40.6

1.8
38.6
40.4

1.3
38.0
39.3

0.6
38.4
39.0

1.2
36.0
39.2

C.C
35.5
36.5

(a) Avera<ea for all oaployaea reyreaantad In the aatlaatae whether or not they worked owertlae. (b) Prlvata aaployeaa. Ezoludea nanaMrlal. ezaoutlwa. profaaaional and hl|d>av 
' — (e) Izolttdea Vortham Territory tad Auatrallan Capital Territory, (d) Laat pay-period la October 1967 to 1972. (ej Bzoludaa rural Induatry» and private

(f) frallalnary flfurea aubjeot to ravlaloa - aaa parayraph 1, yaya 1.
•uparrlaory ataff. 
dfáaatic aarrloa.

goMioMMimjH WMAD Of casgs Am fllAJMMCa

OAMBMftA. A.C.T.
J. P. 0'KEILL

-7 gptRoyWfTS gAiiSiatf

x/ri. Znqalriaa ooaoamlnt thaaa atatiatloa say b« udt in Canberra bjr talaphonlnc 63 9111 aztanaloo 2055 or. In aaoh Stata capital» by talaphonln< the office of the Bureau of 
Caaaus and Statlatloa.


