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The summary overleaf contains particulars of the Wholesale Price (Basic 
Materials and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 to the present time.

2. A list of the commodities and other information concerning the index is
set out in Labour Report Bo. 46, I958. (See also paragraph 6 below).

3» Commodities in the index are priced in their primary or basic form
wherever possible and as nearly as may be at the point where they first make effective 
impact on the Australian price structure.
are on an ex-bond or Into factory basis.

Conmodltlea In the Index

The prices of Imported goods, for Instance,*9

4“ The prioes used have, in the main, been obtained directly from
manufacturers and merchants, /i—- - ■
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Heibourns sources
With a fee Important eiceptlona, they are from

5® The weigjits are based on estimates of the average annual consumption of
the commodities in Australia during the period 1928'29 to 1934-35. 
constructed on the aggregative fixed weights formula.
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(a) Special purpose Index for the "Metals and Coal" group excluding Coal and Briquettes 
for Psbruary, I96I was 433. I

(b) 1956 these indexes were reconstructed from the base period by excluding
' Por February, 196I, index numbers for these groups oomparahJpotatoes and onions.

with the previous Indexes including potatoes and onions were: "Foodstuffs and 
Tobacco", 375 * "Goods Principally Home Produced", 396 I "Total All Groups", 
361.

(c) Represents only such Imported commodities as are included in the Wholesale Price 
Index and does not measure changes in prices of all Imports.

p - preliminary, subject to revision.

This document Is published by the Commonwealth Statistician, and 
contains statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated 
by ths Commonwealth Statistician pursuant to the Census and 
Statistics Aot, 1905—1949-
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During 1956, suppllee and prices of potatoes and onions fluctuated 
violently upwards and downwards between abnormally wide limits------------, -------------- - These fluctuations 
were so great as to dominate the movement of the sections of the index in which these 
Items were included, namely, "Foodstuffs and Tobacco", "Goods Principally Home 
PmAnn-d" .ns in ciroumstances of the case, neither seasonal
adjustment nor conversion of the index to a "changing weights" formula could be 
applied to eliminate these transient fluctuations

Produced" and "Total All Groupa".

Accordingly, in order to provide 
measure of general trend in wholesale prices, th; Ind» ;, 

reconstructed as from the base of period by omitting potatoes and onions.
representative

for March, 196I

ths Index «as
a

Indexes
comparable with previous indexes including potatoes and onions, 

are shown in a footnote to the table overleaf. ‘9

Consideration Is being given to the enlargement of the Index to 
additional groups and to revision of the weighting pattern of the Index,■ 0
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To te tr.ated as atrlotly COHFIDEUTIAL and BOT to Be puBllahed, Broadcast or oaBled
Before 6 P.H. on THUBSDAY, 8TH JUNE, 1961.

WHOLESALE PRICE (BASIC MATERIALS AND FOODSTUFFS) INDEX 

APRIL, 1961
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1" The summary overleaf contains particulars of the Wholesale Price
Materials and Foodstuffs) Index from 1936-37 .0 the present time.
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2. A liet of the oominoditiee and other informtlon
set out in LaBour Report No. 46, 1958 (See also paragraph 6 Below).

oonoeming the Index le

3" Commodities in the index are priced in their primary or Basio form
wherever possible and as nearly as " ’ ‘
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. -- may Be at the point where they first make effective 
impact on the Australian price structure ‘ '
are on an ex-bond or into factory basis.

The prloee of imported goods, for instance.

4" The prices used have, in the main. Been oBtalned directly from
manufacturers and merchants. - ■“— ‘— ■ ■
MelBourne sources

With a few Important exceptions, they are from
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(a) Special purpose index for the "Metals and Coal" group excluding Coal and BrlQuettes 
for March, I96I was 434»

(B) During 1956 these indexes were reconstructed from the base period by excluding 
potatoes and onions. Ibr March, 1961, Index nuibers for these groups comparablepotatoes and onions. For llaroh, 19i1» index nuibers tor these groups oomparai 
with ths prswious indexes including potatoes and onions were« "Foodstuffs and
Tobacco", 377 I "Goods Principally Homo ProduOsd", 398 « "Total All Groups", 362.

(0) Representa only such imported, oomaodltlea as are 
Index and does not measure changes in prices of all Imports

included in the Vholeeale Price

P — prellmlnazy, subject io revision.

This document is published by the Conmonmealth Statieiioian, and 
contains statistics or abstracts thereof ooMplled and talUated 
by the. Cosmonwealth Statistician pursuant to the Census alid 
Statistics Act, 1905-1949

S.a. CARTB 
cmiunw MAITH 3TATI3TICIA1

COMMOWKAMH BOHIAU OF CHBUS ATO STATISTICS

CAIBBRA. A.C.T. 3TO TOT, 1961

5' The weights are Based on estimatee of the average annual consumption of
the commodities in Australia during the period 1926-29 to 1934-35. 
oonstruoted on the aggregative fixed weights formula.

The index ie

During 1956, supplies and prices of potatoes and onions fluctuated 
violently upwards and downwards between abnormally wide limits. These fluctuations
were 10 great as to dominate the movement of the sections of the index in which 
items were included, namely, "Foodstuffs and Tobacco", "Goods Principally Home 
Produced" and "Total All Groups". In the oiroumstanoes of the case, neither seasonal 
adjustment nor conversion of the index to a "changing weights" formula nould be 
applied to eliminate these transient fluctuationss

these

- . Accordingly, in order to provide 
representative measure of general trend in wholesale prices, the index was reoon- 
struoted as from the base ... ...period By omitting potatoes and onions. Indexes for 
April J 19619 oomp&rahl© with previoiis indexes including potatoes and onions, 
shown in a footnote to the table overleaf#

7. Consideration is being given to the enlargement of the index to
additional groups and to revision of the weighting pattern of the index.
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