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1. Tro s'rir-s of indnx-r.ur.bc-rs are provided ir
tk:. ctknr or. cham'inr7 r- i. Each takes

on fix‘^d ?7£-ightc,
aco

about 80 p-ir cent, of th».- total valu.t of exports 
gold production.

it.jns, ’.vkich normally constitute
of muTckandise and silver togc-thar with

reliable and
-UI export

’¿-présentâtive sources available.
ilcul-:tvd from price quotations from tk-^ most

at which current sal-.-s ar'.- beinr effected. Fer
•averaére value of current

In most casts the prices used are those 
son*, metals, however, the prices are the

realizations in various markets and hence show some irregularity.
Free. July, tc Septfemc-sr, I95lj the export prices used for wheat in the index were
average actual rcaiizaticns for current shipnv'nts. From October, 1951» the prices used.
are the estimated average realizations after W‘-ighting pric^-s of quota and non-quota 
’the at.

I. Tl-E SEULE ÁCGF.F0ATI7E INLEX » FIXEE WEIGHTS.

3. From 192Ö to 1936 the weights were
in the case of gold) during t-.e five y^ara 1;2'<29 to 1532-33.

the a'"’erage annual exports (production,
Since June, 1536, the

weights have b®pn based on average annual exports (production, in the case of gold) 
during the three years 1933-34 to i53"'-36.

f. Indexes are .'iv-n for individual cemmodities and certain groups thereof.
The percentage distribution of these groups in the aggregates of the ’’All Groups” 
indexes for the base pt-riuu ki>36-37 to l53<-39) ie shown at the head of the table and 
represents the proportional contribution of each to the "All Groups’’ indexes for all

from 1536-37.

RZCEIÎT TFELLS - SXj ■ RT PRICE INDEX - WOOL **CTHER GROUPS”.

'erence to the group indexes in the table on page 2 hereof v/ill show the
great increases and the wide dispersion of prices cf export commodities in recent years.
In particular, '/ery great movem'^nts both upv/ards
of wool in
metals and hides.

"cent years.
Since -VO o '

Similar, but l-ss marke;
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il, THE VOHTH-T.-HCMT!; IITDEX ; CHAiTGISG VEIGHTS.

year.
6. Australian export produc*s ar-?- not mark- ted r gul.arly throughout the 

Wool and wheat .are obvious ■ x,a;r.pleo oi' commodities which are nrarkoted in
relatively large quantiti-s at rtain periods of the year, In consea'ierce, v/hile the
’’fixed weights” ind?x indicates satisfactorily tr? trend of th-.- marir-t, it does not, by
itself, give ar. adequate indiction cf the si.‘nifi ca.nce of price movements as they
actually affect current salis, 
indax ,-ivan in tha tahlo helor.

'This is shown much moi’Q clearly by the ’’changing v/eights'

a trade year'

1, This indc-x is d^ sit-r.-id to corr.p"-rv pricijs ir. any on., month (or period of
’.-.'ith those ir. the correspor.din,- month (or of th’j previous year.

The 7/eightG used ir; its co ..«truction ar-, th»- quantities
ding months (or pr-riods).

exported in these two correspon-
A full description of the method of computation can be found

on page f03 of the Official Year Book of the Common-ealth, lío. 39í ÍS53- L summary of

movements in this ind-cx follows. Tolumno marked A shcr; th«- movoments in the index for
groups oth- r than w.-ol and columns marked E the movements in the index for all groups 
including '.vocl.

(Pase I '.Tjjghted LvbT&gtj Prie- Level in corresponding months (or periods)

of praC'-'din.; yc-nr 1JC3

Period

1950-5 
June

1

1951-52 
July
Auguet
Septemb.-r 
ctobcr

November 
December

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June

1952-53 
July 
August 
S^ptember 
Octeb.-^r 
Kcv-.mber 
December

Janu-ary 
Februar.v 
March 
April
Hay
June

I

I

Llcnth Stated compared
'.“ith same mont.h of 

nr-'o- ding year

Period of trade year 
ending in month stated 

compared with same period 
of preceding year

Excluding 
Wool

B 
Incl'-iding

17001____
Excluiin£ 

Uoal

B 
Including 

Wool
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107
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1 6
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107
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100 
?8
95
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96
95
93
93
98

95
93
91
92
57
96

!
I

I

I

11? 114 178
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c7
80 
fln
70 
bl

';4
50

53
65 
’4

34
98

102

96
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1'5 
'12 
126 
12.3 
117 
107

This doounsnt is puhlished ay thf-

!

I
I

116
114
113
111
110
110

10$) 
109 
109 
108 
K?
106

93
94
95
94
94
95

95
95
94
94

94

I

I

119
104

96
92
85
82

75
71
66
64
65
66

8-4
89
93
91
92
95

96
98

101
104
105
105
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