
CLASS I F I CATORY PREF I XES OF THE MASS I M  CLUSTERI 

O .  I NT RO D U C T I O N 

BRYAN EZARD 

The Mas sim Cluster is the name given to the Austronesian languages 
of the eastern tip of the Papua New Guinea mainland and the nearby 
is lands of the Milne Bay Province ( s ee map ) .  

This paper deals specifically with the system of verbal derivational 
prefixes , that is prefixes which, when placed with a root , result in 
a verb with modified meaning from the original root . Derivational 
prefixes are subdivided into two classes . 

1 )  Classificatory prefixes 
2) Modal prefixes 

These are defined in 1 . 5 .  
Verbal prefixes of  a derivational nature are a widespread feature 

of Austronesian languages . The number employed from language to lan­
guage varies greatly . Indonesian , for example , has eight basic pre­
fixes ( Macdonald and Dardjowidj oj o 1 9 6 7 ) .  Most languages have at least 
the causative prefix * p a or * p a ka , though some have no derivational 
prefixes at all ( 5 . 3 . ) .  The south-eastern region of Papua New Guinea , 
formerly south-east Papua , is especially rich in derivational prefixes 
and has certain features which are unique to the area . 

Previous studies ( section 1. ) have often been based on a cursory 
knowledge of the languages involved and on inaccurate data which have of 
necessity skewed the results . The present paper is  an attempt to 
remedy this s ituation for at least one language . The data presented 
on the Tawala language2 ( sections 2 . -4 . )  provide the most detailed 
examination of derivational prefixes of a Massim language to date , and 
will  hopefully be useful for future comparative work . The documentation 
of two c lasses within derivational prefixes is  possibly the maj or 
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contribut ion of this paper . This paper also points out for the first 
time that in Tawala , and probably other languages as wel l , 3 modal and 
c lass ificatory prefixes are not only s emantically different , but are 
structurally distinct , the modal prefixes having two or even three 
forms depending on what aspect is being used ( 4 . 2 . ) .  This ins ight has 
reduced the bewildering number of forms first encountered to a con­
trollable level . The Tawala data also reveal that the modal prefixes 
have a variety of  meanings when used with different roots , and not J ust  
one s ingle area of  meaning . 

Finally ( sec tion 5 . )  the geographical extent of c lass ificatory pre­
fixes is dis cussed and conclusions drawn . 

The occurrence of  verbal prefixes in Tawala is high ,  and control of 
these prefixes is essent ial for language fluency . My initial interest 
in the subj ect was a result of the need to be ab le to use the correct 
prefix out of the various poss ib ilities . 

1 .  P R E V I O US S T U D I E S  

Most  earlier studies failed t o  give the meaning o f  the root before 
the derivational prefix was added . This practice excluded others from 
being able to assess the value of each example unles s  they knew the 
language in question . All Tawala examples in this paper have the root 
meaning given . 

1 . 1 .  C O PLANV K I NG 

The earliest list presenting material from the Mass im Cluster is  
found in the Wedau grammar of Copland King ( 19 01 ) . He  lists  and 
illustrates some 1 7  derivational prefixes as ' verbal prefixes ' .  

1 . 2 .  S I VN EY H .  RA Y 

In 1907  Repo��� 0 6  � h e  Camb�ldg e An�h�o pol09lcal Expedl�lo n �o 

To��e� S��al�� was pub lished . In volume 3 ,  Sidney H .  Ray produced a 
comparative grammar of many of  the languages of the area . In Section 
2 4  of his comparative grammars of British New Guinea ,  Ray deals with 
"Prefixes to verb S " . In this section , Ray seeks to fit the verbal 
prefixes into the scheme Codrington used in his The Melane� lan 

Lan9 uag e� ( 1 885 : 18 3 ) . 

1 .  Causative Prefixes - when a verb comes t o  signify the making to 
do or be . 

2 .  Reciprocal Prefixes - when a doub le action , one upon another , or 
of many on one another is indicated . 
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3 .  Condition Prefixes - when a thing is shown to be  in or to have 
arrived at a certain condition . 

4 .  Spontaneity Prefixes - when that condition has come about of 
it self . 

Ray found only the first three of these  in the area . I personally 
find his Tawala examples of 2 .  and 3 .  unconvincing .  I have found no 
evidence of a reciprocal prefix at all ( cf . 3 . l .b . ) . There is a con­
dition ( stative ) prefix ( 3 . 2 . )  in Tawala ( om - probab ly related to 
' Melanesian ' ma - ) but Ray used the free-form me i which means ' Li k e ' .  

On the other hand there is something akin to a spontaneity prefix not 
mentioned by Ray ( c f .  g u n a - 2 . 1 . ) .  Thus the Tawala language has 
causative and stative prefixes , and poss ibly a spontaneity prefix in 
common with the island region of the Solomons and New Hebrides ( c f .  
Pawley 1 9 7 2 ) . 

1 . 3 .  A RNOLV 

Arnold ' s  A G��mm� 06  the L�ngu�g e 06  Edug �u�a [Dobu ] ( 19 3 1 )  des erves 
mention as probab ly the largest list of verbal prefixe s to have b een 
published . Arnold found 24 different forms in the Dobu language , with 
a total of 3 1  distinct meanings . However , the shades of meaning are 
lost on the non-Dobu-speaker as the examples are not accompanied by the 
meaning of the roots without prefixes . 

1 . 4 .  W I L L I AMS 

Williams ( c .  1 9 3 5 ) is a manuscript of special interest to our 
present study as his ' Dictionary and Grammar in the Keherara Dialect ' 
is  a direct forerunner to my own work , and I found it very useful in 
my init ial language study . In his short grammatical introduct ion , 
Wil liams l ists five prefixes which he calls ' verbal partic les ' .  His 
dictionary , which runs to several thousand words , contains most of the 
prefixes presented in this paper . However , he failed to recognise the 
fact that one prefix may have several forms , and thus we find a single 
word recorded in two or even three places in the dictionary . 

1 . 5 .  A .  CAPE L L  

Capell 094 3 : 2 3 6-5 3 )  compared "the prefixes t o  verbs "  o f  various 
languages of the Mas sim Cluster . Capell ' s  work is  well documented and 
made a real contribution to the study of derivat ional prefixes , in 
that he distinguished between modal and classificatory prefixes ; " a  
modal prefix shows the part icular mode of relationship expressed by  
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the verb - condition , state , causalit y ,  rec iprocity , spontaneity , etc . "  
( 19 4 3 : 2 3 7 ) . This type of prefix is widespread in Austronesian lan­
guages . "A class ificatory prefix shows how an action is done - whe ther 
by hand , by the foot , by speaking , or in other way s . "  ( 19 43 : 23 7 ) . He 
separated these two classes on the basis of meaning , but does not 
seem to have been aware that the dist inct ions also rest on a structural 
basis ( c f .  section 4 . ) ,  at least for the Tawala language and probab ly 
others . Capell thought the c lassificatory prefixes were a distinct 
feature of the Mas sim Clus ter . He said they "are peculiar , it would 
seem, to the languages of SEP [ south-eastern Papua J ,  and their chief 
centre there is  in the languages of the north-east coast"  ( 19 4 3 : 24 2 ) . 
Capell then lists the c lass ificatory prefix forms for ten languages ,  
eight of which had not been previously published . His examples for 
the Tawala language are not accurate . 4 

1 . 6 .  W I LH E L M  M I L K E  

Milke ( 1965 : 34 7 )  point ed out that "Gedaged and its immediate con­
geners (Bilibili etc . )  make prolific use of c lass ificatory prefixe s to 
verbs " .  This seems to overstate  the case . A detailed study of Mager ' s  
dictionary ( 19 5 2 )  revealed only five verbal prefixes . Two were modal 
prefixes ( pa - and s e - )  and three were classificatory ( b e - . k a - and 
t u z u - ) . It is thes e three that are discussed by Milke , and while they 
could hardly be called prolific ( especial ly as k a - is quite rare ) ,  they 
do present valuable evidence for classificatory prefixes outside the 
Mas s im Cluster . 

1 . 7 .  JO Y C E  HUCKETT 

The study of Huckett ( 19 7 4 ) deserves mention as she has tackled the 
problem from a different direction , s eeking to analyse the way in which 
word stems are built up and word classes are derived and changed . She 
gives meanings for Iduna roots and affixes and thus the examples are 
clear . As she is not s eeking to deal with derivational affixes , she 
does not distinguish between modal and classificatory prefixes ( there 
are very few of the latter cit ed ) . Her grammar is concerned with the 
prob lem of how verb s change to nouns or adj ectives , etc . Thus she 
does not limit herself to derivational prefixes , but handle s redupli­
cation and also inflexional suffixes and compound roots . The resultant 
system is quite complex having 40 different subdivisions . There are 
no new insight s into derivational prefixes themselves in the paper .  
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1 . 8 .  VA V I V  L I THGOW 

Lithgow ( 19 7 6 )  follows Capell ' s  two-way division but labels them 
"causative and clas s ificatory prefixes" . In line with the broad scope 
of Lithgow ' s  article ,  his treatment of these prefixes is necessarily 
impressionistic . 

2 .  C L AS S I F I CA T O R Y  P R E F I X E S  I N  TAWA LA 

In this and the next two sections , the Tawala data are presented . 
The Tawala language has the two classes of derivational prefix , clas si­
ficatory and modal . There is a two-fold distinction between these two 
c lasses . Firstly , there is a semantic difference ( see 1 . 5 .  above ) .  
Secondly , the two classes have different methods of forming the pro­
gressive aspect ( see 4 .  below ) . C lassificatory prefixes indicate the 
manner in which an action is performed , whether by speaking , by hand 
or by it self , etc . 

2 . 1 .  THE I NSTRUMENTA L PREFIX ES 

Five of these have been observed and are illustrated by use with 
the roots h e d a l i ' to brea k ' and l o l oy a  ' to tear ' .  

h a n a  bit ing involved h a n a - h e d a l i h a n a - l o l oya  

' to break w i t h  te e th ' ' to tear w i t h  t e e t h ' 

t u  feet involved t u - he d a  1 i t u - l o l oy a  

, to break w i t h  fe e t '  ' to tear w i t h  fee t '  

t u pa  sharp knock t u p a - h e d a l i t u pa - l o l oy a  
involved ' to b reak by knocking ' ' to tear by bumping ' 

t a p e  hands involved t a p e - h e d a  1 i t a p e - l o l o ya  

' to b reak w i th hands ' ' to tear w i t h  hands ' 

g u n a 5 happens by g u n a - h ed a l  i g u n a - l o l o y a  
its elf ' to break by  i tse Zf ' ' to tear by i ts e Z f '  

2 . 2 .  THE VECLARATION PRE F I XES 

Two prefixes involve the spoken word . 

2 . 2 . 1 . kawa ( t ) - has the idea of proclaiming or declaring something to 
be  a particular qualit y .  The two forms are not phonologically con­
dit ioned , and both are sometimes used with the same root . kawa ( i ) ­

can only occur with adj ectives . Thus instead of us ing the verb roots 
used in 2 . 1 .  ( h e d a l i and l o l oy a ) an adj ective such as a p a po e  ' b ad ' is 
used . 
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kawa i - a p a p o e  

kawa - mo i n a 

' to pro c l aim some thing 
bad o r  broken ' 

' to proc laim some thing 
true ' 

( a pa p o e  'bad ' )  

( mo l n a ' true ' )  

2 . 2 . 2 .  pa l i - A number of common roots take the prefix p a l i - and all 
become verbs that involve speaking . 

p a l i - l o u g o  

p a l i - g u d u g u d u  

p a  I i -we I e 

' to h e a l  (by s i nging) ' 

' to oppos e  a proposi tion ' 

' to ta lk  to someone ' 

2 . 3 .  TH E MO VEMENT PRE F I X ES 

( l o u g o  ' to s i ng ' )  

( g u d u  ' a  door ' )  

( we l e  ' t o  give ' )  

There are three clas sificatory prefixes which involve movement . 

2 . 3 . 1 . we l u - often involves a change of status from unseen to visible 
or vice versa ( first example ) .  

we l u - l u i  

we l u - b a h a b a h a  

we l u -w a y a  

' to disapp ear inside ' 
' to go a long t a l king ' 
' to b ring ' 

( l u i  ' to e n te r ' )  
( b a h a  ' t o  tal k ' )  

( w a y a  ' to take ' )  

2 . 3 . 2 .  t u - involves a small movement or else the cessation of move­
ment . ( Note pos s ibly related use of t u - under 2 . 1 .  above . )  

t u - ho p u  

t u - towo l o  

' to go down a l i t t l e ' 
' to s top ' 

( ho p u  ' to descen d ' )  
( towo l o  ' t o  s tand ' )  

2 . 3 . 3 .  h u l u - is used where the action involves a multiple front . 

h u l u - g e l e t ey a  

h u l u - n i y eya  

' to spi l l o v e r ' ( used of 
a wave spilling over the 
edge of a canoe in sev­
eral places ) 

' to cas t l o ts ' ( involves 
a group of people throw­
ing an obj ect around ) 

3 .  MO D A L  P RE F I X E S  I N  TAWALA 

( g e l e t a  ' to arri ve ' )  

( n  i y e y a  ' to bring ' )  

Tawala modal prefixes are mainly used to express cause and state . 
Unlike the class ificatory prefixes , the modal prefixes are quite diffi­
cult to give a precise area of meaning . The meanings overlap each 
other , and a given prefix can have opposite meanings with different 
verbs . 
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3 . 1 .  TH E CAUSATI VE PRE F I XES 

Al though examples are given of ' condition ' and ' unpredictab le 
meaning ' ,  the following prefixes are all primarily causat ive in meaning . 
The large number of types is probably an indication that we are here 
confronted with an area of rapid language change . It is pos s ible that 
the first four prefixes are developing separate areas of meaning . There 
are a number of roots which take more than one type . h i l a g e  ' to b e  

finis hed ' ( euphemism for ' to b e  dead ' )  occurs with four causatives . 

w i - h i l a g e  ' t o  k i  I I  w i t h  pois on ' 
l i - h i l a g e  ' to ki l l  ' ( direct partic ipation ) 
l u - h i l a g e  ' to b e  tired ' 
wo - h i l a g e  ' t o  die of overwork ' 

The prefixes are given in the order of frequency of  occurrence ,  
commenc ing with the most common prefix and moving to h u - which is 
fairly rare . 

3 . 1 . 1 .  w i - has the following functions : 6 

a .  causat ive : these occur with a verb root 
w i  - a m  

w i - t u g u l a  

w i - t owo l o  

' to cause s omeone to eat ' 

' to mak e  peop le s i t  down ' 

' t o  s tand some thing up ' 

( am ' t o  e a t ' )  

( t u g  u I a ' to s i t ' )  

( towo l o  ' to s tand ' )  

b .  stative : these usually occur with noun roots . The first example 
i s  an except ion , in that gwae is also a verb . 

w i - gwae  ' to 
w i - b a d a  ' t o  
w i - p o y a  ' to 

w i - g aw i y a ' to 

c .  unpredictable  meaning : 
w i -wa w i n e  ' to 
w i - t o n a  ' to 
w i - l aw i  ' to 
w i - b a g i b a g i ' to 

b e  in  murky s ta te ' 
b e  grown o ld (man ) , 
be h o t ' 

fi gh t ' 

b e  pregnant ' 

figh t ' 
h i t ' 
borrow a too t ' 

( gwa e ' to b e  murky ' )  
( b a d a  ' o ld man ' )  
( po y a  ' Z eaf rubb e d  on 

skin to make i t  h o t ' )  
( g aw i y a 'war ' )  

( waw i n e ' female ' )  

( t o n a  ' tusk ' )  
( l aw i  ' t o  ca tch ' )  
( b a g i b a g i ' to wo rk ' )  

3 . 1 . 2 .  l u - verb s with this prefix are usual ly intrans itive . 

a .  to caus e by making or doing : 
1 u - h ewa hewa l i 

l u- bo g a h u  

l u - h a b a  

' to a c t  Zike unmarri ed 
youths ' 

' to smo k e  (cigare t t e ) ' 

' to c h ew (b e te Znu t ) ' lit . 
' to make redn e s s ' 

( h ewa I i 'youth ' )  

( bo g a h u  ' smoke ' )  

( h a b a  ' red pain t ' )  
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b .  to cause by collection : 
l u - emoteya  

l u - g i n a h i 

l u - g a g a  

l u - may a u  

' to p i L e ' 

, to make sago ' 

' to gather mus tard ' 

' to ga ther firewood '  

c .  unpredictable meaning : 
l u - g a g i 

l u - g e l e t a  

l u - d am a n a  

' to un dress ' 

' to b e come c L e a r ' 

' to inh eri t ' 

( e mo s  i 

( g i na h i  

' one ' )  

'sago ' ) 
( g a g a  'mus tard ' )  

( ma y a u  ' fi rewood ' )  

( g a g i ' to undo c Lo thes ' )  

( g e l e t a ' to arri ve ' )  

( d ama n a  ' across ' )  

3 . 1  . 3 .  1 1 - this prefix usually , but not always , results in a trans-
it ive verb stem . 

a .  with intrans itive verbs : 
l i - h i l a g e  ' to ki L l.  ' 

I i  - p e u  ' to cause to fa L l.  ( thing) , 

I i - n u go hego  ' to make peace w i t h ' 

b .  with adj ectives : 
I i - d  uma I u ' to s trai gh ten ' 

I i  - h a h a n a  ' to make a thing grow ' 

I i  - d a o ' to Lengthen ' 

c .  unpredic tab le meaning : 
I i  - b o  I u ' to me e t  toge t he r ' 

I i  - ho I a ' to s c a t t e r  s e e d ' 

( h l l a g e  ' to b e  
fini s he d '  ) 

( pe u  ' to fa L l. ' )  
( n ugohego  ' t o  have 

p eace ' ) 

( d uma l u  ' s trai gh t ' )  

( h a h a n a  ' fa t ' )  

( d ao  ' Long ' )  

( b o l u ' group ' )  
( ho l a 'inside ' )  

3 . 1 . 4 .  wo - is considered as a modal prefix though it sometimes has 
the meaning ' to caus e by  hand ' .  It has a clear causative funct ion with 
several verbs , and it has a s eparate form for the progressive aspect . 
No c lear subdivis ions of usage have been observed . 

wo - ha l e  

wo - d a d a n l 

wo - ho u n a  
wo- g e l e t a 

wo- towo l o  

' to 

' t o  
' to 
' to 
' to 

di smi s s  a mee ting ' 

touch ' 
s top activi ty ' 
b e  r e v e a L e d ' 

s tand up (ri s e )  , 

( h a l e  ' to t hrow ' ) 

( I u da d a n l ' to try ' ) 

( ho u n a  ' to put ' )  
( g e l  e t a  ' to arri ve ' ) 

( towo l o  ' to b e  s tand-
ing ' )  
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3 . 1 . 5 .  h u -

a .  causative : t o  be the cause or means o f  an activity : 
h u - ho p u  ' to p u t  down ' ( ho p u  ' to de scend ' )  

h u - g e l e t a  

b .  condition : 
h u - l u pa 

' to cause t o  arri v e ' 

' to b e  jumping ' 

3 . 2 .  THE S TATI VE  PRE F I X  om-

( g e l e t a  ' to arri ve ' )  

( l u pa  ' to jump ' )  

When used with a verb this prefix changes a trans itive verb into an 
intransitive one , or a ditrans itive into a transit ive verb . om- s eems 
to be the equivalent of the Solomon Is lands ' stative derivative ' ma - .  

a .  used with a verb root to form intrans it ive verbs : 
om- h i yawa  ' to b e  ab 1. e  to read ' 

om-a p u  ' to b ake ' 

om-we l e na  ' to han d  over ' 

b .  used with a noun acts as a verbaliser : 
om- d i n e ' to comb ' 

om - t epo ' to b ai l.  o u t  (wa te r )  , 

om- pa s i  ' to s ti c k  (adhere ) , 

c .  unpredictable meaning : 
om-gomu ' to miscarry ' 
om- t a l emo ' to enjoy food ' 

4 .  S T R U C T U R A L  D I ST I NC T I ON S  I N  TAWALA P R E F I X E S  

( h i yawa ' to read ( i t ) ' )  

( a p u  ' to b a k e  ( i t ) ' )  

( w e  1 e ' to give ( i t ) ' )  

( d i n  e ' a comb ' )  
( t epo 'bai 1. er ' ) 
( pa s  i 'g 1. ue ' )  

( gomu ' to snap off ' )  
( t a l emo ' to Lick 

finger ' ) 

This  s ection illustrates the structural distinction between c las­
s ificatory and modal prefixes . C lassificatory prefixes form the 
progressive aspect in the regular manner of most other verb s in the 
language . Modal prefixes have a separate prefix for the progress ive 
aspect . 

4 . 1 . C LASS I F I C ATORY PR E F I X ES 

The progress ive aspect is formed by reduplicating the classificatory 
prefix . An example of each is given . There is  no reduplicated form 
of t u - with the verbs I have tested . 
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SIMPLE ASPECT PROGRESSIVE ASPECT 
hana-haya 'to bite ' hanahana-haya 'to be biting ' 
tupa-bu i ya ' to tip it over ' tupa tupa-bu i ya 'to keep tipping it over ' 
tape-hoeya 'to open it ' tapetape-hoeya 'to be opening it ' 
guna- lo l ona 'to be torn ' gunaguna- l o l ona 'to be being torn ' 
kawa-mo i na 'to proal-aim true ' kawakawa-mo i na 'to be proa laiming true ' 
pa l l - l ougo 'to heal ' pa l i pa l  i - l ougo 'to be heaZing ' 

wel u-bahabaha 'to go, talking , we l uwe l u-bahabaha 'to be going along talking ' 
hu l u-gel eteya ' to  spi l l  over ' hu l uhu l u-ge l eteya 'to be spi lZing over ' 

4 . 2 .  MOVA L PRE F I X ES 

The cont inuous aspect is formed by a change of form for each of the 
prefixes . The following gives an example for each prefix . 

SIMPLE 
w l - becomes 1 -

w i - tona 

l u- becanes l au-

I u-mayau 

I i - becoIlEs l a i -

I i -bo l u  

wo - becomes woo­
wo-dadan i 

hu- becanes hau­

hu-hopu 

ASPECT PROGRESSIVE ASPECT 

'to fight ' i - tona 'to be fighting ' 

'to gather wood ' l au-mayau 'to be gathering wood ' 

' to talk together ' l a l -bo l u  ' to be talking together ' 

'to touah ' woo-dadan i 'to be touahing ' 

hau-hopu 

om- is especially difficult because it has three forms , and also in 
one or two cas es does not follow the regular verb patt ern for aspects . 
Thus we inc lude a complete paradigm of a regular verb ( w i - t ona  ' to 
fi gh t ' )  and the om- forms ( o m-poya  ' to app ly leaf magia ' ) . 
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PERSON 

ls g .  
2sg .  
3sg .  
lp1 . ( inc 1 .  ) 
lpl . ( excl .  ) 
2pl . 
3p1 . 

lsg . 
2sg .  
3sg . 
lpl . ( inc l .  ) 
lpl .  ( excl . ) 
2p1 . 
3pl . 

SIMPLE ASPECT 

a w i - t o n a  

u w i - tona  

w i - tona  

t a  w i - to n a  

to w i - t o n a  

o w l - to n a  

h i  w i - to n a  

a m - poya  

u m - poya  

i m - poya  

t am- poya 

tom- poya 

om-poya  

h l m- poya 

BRYAN EZARD 

PROGRESSIVE ASPECT 
(present tense) 

a I - tona  

*e i - tona  

*e  I - to n a  

t a  i - to n a  

to i - t o n a  

o i - to n a  

* h e  I - to n a  

a y am- poya 

*e  y a m - poya  

*e  yam- poya 

ta ya m-poya  

to y a m - poya  

o y a m - poya 

*he yam-poya  

IMMINENT ASPECT 

a w l - to n a  

u n a  w l - to n a  

n a  w i - to n a  

t a  w i - to n a  

to w i - to n a  

o n a  w i - to n a  

h i  n a  w i - to n a  

a nom- poy a 

u nom - poya  

nom- poya 

t a  nom-poya  

to  nom- poya 
o nom- poya 

h i  nom- poya 

* Pres ent tense is marked only in second person singular , and 
third person singular and plural . 

4 . 3 .  SUMMA R Y  

The data presented in sections 2 . -4 . show the important role deri­
vational prefixes play in the Tawala language . These prefixes are in 
two separate classes , differing semant ically and in the way they form 
the progres sive aspect . The om- prefix has three forms whereas other 
modal prefixes have two forms . The class ificatory prefixes , on the 
other hand , have a s ingle form which is reduplicated for the progres­
s ive aspect . 

5 .  T H E  G E O G RA P H I CA L  E XT E NT O F  C LA S S I F I C A T O R Y  P R E F I X E S  

In this section we  investigate the geographical extent of c lassifi­
catory prefixes . 

5 . 1 . THE MASS I M  C L US TE R  

At this stage we need to examine the geographical extent of classifi-\ 
catory prefixes , as far as our present knowledge will permit . The 
following evidence confirms the widespread nature of c lass ificatory 
prefixes within the Massim Cluster along with the authority in each 
case . It appears that all languages within the area have this feature 
in common . 
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The data used in preparing this paper vary in quality . The presence 
of c lassificatory prefixes has been established in the following lan­
guages but comparative work between them and attempts at reconstruc­
tions have not been possible . 

LANGUAGE 
Arifama-Miniafia 
Ubir 
Mukawa 
Paiwa 
Wedau 
Suau 
Tawala 
Tubetube 
Dobu 
Misima 
Kiriwina 
Muyuw 
Iduna 
Nimowa 
Sudest 
Iamalele 

AUTHORITY 
Wakefield ; personal communication7 

Capell ;  19 4 3  
Capel l ;  19 4 3  
Capell ;  19 4 3  
Copland King ; 
Capell ; 19 4 3  
present paper ; 
Capell ;  194 3  
Arnold ; 1 9 31 
Capell ;  19 4 3  
Capel l ;  194 3  
Lithgow ; 1973  
Huckett ; 1974  

1901  

s ections 2 . - 4 . 

present paper ; ( Appendix 1 )  
present paper ; ( Appendix 2 )  

Beaumont ; ( Appendix 3 )  

This represents material from all the maj or language families o f  
the Massim Cluster and indicates the universal nature o f  class ificatory 
prefixes within the area . 

5 . 2 .  TH E S U RROUNVING LANGUAGES 

Most existing grammars ( e . g .  Lister-Turner and Clark 1930 , Pawley 
1972  and Beaumont 19 7 4 )  reveal no trace of c las s ificatory prefixes . 
The except ions are dealt with below ( 5 . 3 .  and 5 . 4 . ) .  

In addition to the above data I have examined the following manu­
scripts and confirmed with the respective authors that the data present 
the only verbal prefixes known in the respective languages .  In each 
case the prefixes are c learly modal and not c lassificatory . 

Many surrounding Austronesian languages have not been adequately 
studied and so it  is pos sible that some of these may have c lassifi­
catory prefixes of the Massim Cluster type . 

5 . 2 . 1 . M a n g s i n g ( C om b s  1 9 7 7 )  

The only derivational prefix i n  Mangs ing is  the typical AN causative 
p a - . 

pa - r i n  ' to ki H '  ( r I n ' to die ' )  
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5 . 2 . 2 .  S u r s u r u n g a  ( H u tc h i s s o n  1 9 7 5 a  a n d  1 9 7 5 b ) 

There are two prefixes in Sursurunga . 
a .  causative ,  which has three separate forms a - , t a - and 

a - I  a I ' to b end ' ( I a I ' to b e  b ent ' )  

t a - rap  ' to tear ' ( r ap ' t o  be  torn ' ) 

o- bo p ' to pu t down ' ( b op ' to Zie  down ' ) 

b .  reciprocal a r - :  

a r - u p  ' to fi gh t '  ( u p ' to b ea t ' )  

5 . 2 . 3 .  H a l i a  ( A l l e n 1 9 7 5  a n d  p e r s o n a l  commu n i c a ti o n ) 

0 - : 

Halia has two forms of the causat ive prefix , h a - and n i - :  
h a - n o u  

n i - a t e i 
' to aau s e  to e a t ' 
' to t eaah ' 

5 . 2 . 4 .  T i n p u t z  ( Ho s t e t l e r s  1 9 7 7 ) 

( n ou  ' to e a t ' )  
( a t e i 'know Zedge ' )  

Hostetlers record a s ingle causative v a - : 
v a - n o  ' to send ' ( no ' to go ' )  

5 . 3 .  THE A TZ ERA- 8UANG LANGUAGES 

Milke ( 19 6 5 : 34 7 )  discusses At zera prefixe s ,  where "we find a number 
of recurrent first syllab les in verbs ( a - ,  j a - etc . ) which may be  
c lassificatory prefixes . This we  must leave undecided . "  

Hooley ( 19 7 0 ) discusses the parallel situation i n  Mapos Buang and 
rules out the possib ility of the Buang prefixes being derivational 
prefixes in the current situation . The historical position of these 
prefixes waits further invest igation . In discussing verb phrases he 
states , 

Many o f  t h e  i n i t i al uns t r e s s e d s y l l ab l e s  o f  t h e s e  v e rb s  
r e c ur agai n an d agai n ,  f o r  examp l e s 5 - , k- , ma- , p - . I t  
i s  t h e r e fo re v e ry prob ab l e  t h at t h e s e  r epr e s ent o l d  p r e ­
f i x e s  w h i c h  have now b e c om e  fus e d  an d i n s e p arab l e  f r om 
t h e  r o o t s  . . . .  S o  far i t  h a s  not b een p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s i g n 
any p a rt i c ul ar m e an i n g  t o  t h e s e  u n i t s .  

The situation is similar for Manga Buang (Healey 1 9 76 ) . 

5 . 4 .  THE GEDAGED A ND REL ATED LA NGUAGES 

As ment ioned in the historical section ( 1 . 6 . )  Milke ( 19 6 5 : 34 7 )  has 
pres ented definite evidence for classificatory prefixes in Gedaged and 
other nearby AN languages . It seems certain that these items are of 
the same genre as those of the Mas sim Cluster , especially as they are 
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all cognate with Massim forms . An examinat ion of the Gedaged data 
seems to indicate that classificatory prefixes do not play as important 
a role as they do in the Massim Cluster . The Gedaged ka- has a very 
limited usage , leaving only two regularly used forms . 

5 . 5 .  CONCLUS I O N  

As borrowing over such distances seems unlikely , it  appears that 
there is a genetic l ink between Gedaged with its related languages and 
the Massim Cluster . Whether the Atzera!Buang languages form a his­
torical link in this chain is as yet undecided . The limited usage of 
c lassificatory prefixes in Gedaged and the absence of them elsewhere 
highlights the prominent place that they play in the Massim Cluster , 
and acts as a unifying feature for this c lust er . 

A PPENV I X  1 

C l as s i ficatory Pref ixes in Nimowa 

The following information was elicited from Gregory Kunai from 
Junnet village . Gregory is 18 years old and a student at the Hagita 
High School . 

All the examples are of instrumental classificatory prefixes used 
with the roots t ern and b e b e  both meaning ' to b reak ' .  

s a l) a ­
s a l) a - t ern 

go­

go- tern  

rnwa n a -

rnwa n a - b e b e  

s u -

s u - b e b e  

p i ­

p i - b e b e  

t o n ­

t o n - b e b e  

t a g a ­

t a g a - b e b e  

teeth involved 
' to break w i t h  t h e  tee th ' 

knife involved 
' to aut off w i th a knife ' 

hands involved 
' to b reak w i th the hands ' 

bump involved 
' to bump and bre a k ' 

feet involved 
' to s tand on and break ' 

burning involved 
' to b reak by burning ' 

hit involved 
' to hi t and break ' 
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APPENvrx z 
C l as s if icatory Prefix e s  in Sude s t  

The following information was elic ited from John Ruta of  Rehuwo 
village . John is 18 years old and is a student at the Hagita High 
School . The material was collected at the same time as the Nimowa 
material in the first appendix and is really a translation of the 
Nimowa forms . 

All the examples are of instrumental clas sificatory prefixes used 
with the roots t e n , Qg i l a and b e b e ,  all meaning ' to break ' .  The 
phonetics of  Sudest is difficult and the following material is  probably 
not phonetically accurate . 

i' i r ­

i' l i' - t e n  

k i ­

k i - te n  

mwa n a -

mwa n a - Q g i l a 

d u ­

d u - b e b e  

8 u r i -

Q a m b u ­
Q amb u - b e b e  

i' i r i ­

r i r i - Q g i l a  

teeth involved 
' to break w i th the tee th ' 

knife involved 
' to cut off w i t h  a knife ' 

hands involved 
' to b reak w ith the hands ' 

bump involved 
' to bump an d break ' 

feet involved 
' to s tand on and break ' 

burning involved 
' to burn and break ' 

hit involved 
' to hi t and break ' 
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A' PPENVIX 3 

C l as s ifica tory Prefixes in I ama l e l e  

1175 

The following list of c lass ificatory prefixes was supplied by John 
Beaumont ( S . I . L . ) who has been studying the Iamalele language since 
197 1 .  

d a b a  ' to aut ' 
k i n i - d a b a  ' to au t through ' 
? a l a - d a b a i ' to b e  burn e d  through by  fire ' 
? u t u - d a b a u  ' to au t wi th the t e e th ' 
k i a - d a b a u  ' to break w i t h  t h e  hand8 ' 
t u - d a b a i ' to break w it h  t h e  foo t ' 
a n i - d a b a i ' t o  b re ak by i t8 e Zf ' 
s i - d a b a u  ' to p u Z Z  and b reak ' 
b i - d a b a u  ' to pU8h and break ' 
va - b a i ya ' to 8 tand on and b reak ' 
v e - ba i ya ' to b e  broken by  a fa Z Z  ' 
y a g i - b a i y a ' to b e  broken by wind ' 
? e to - bweka i ' to pierae by  throwing an in8 trument ' 



BRYAN EZARD 

N O T  E S 

1 .  This paper was prepared under the auspices of the Summer Institute 
of Linguistic s . It is based on the Diwinai dialect of the Tawala 
language . I spent almost six months along with my family at Diwinai 
in 1974 , and have continued occasional study of the dialect s ince then , 
through the help of my translation colleague , Yailo Robert whose home 
is at Diwinai . Since leaving Diwinai I have also worked on the closely 
related Labe dialect . I wish to thank Gary Simons for a number of 
helpful suggestions he made on the first draft of this paper . 

2 .  The Tawala language is s poken by some 10 , 000  people around the 
easternmost t ip of Papua New Guinea and on the shores of Milne Bay and 
adj acent is lands . It  includes the languages referred to in earlier 
literature as Basilaki , Bohila ' i  ( Bohira ' i ) , Kehelala ( Keherara) and 
Tavara ,  but does not include Maiwara as suggested by Dutton ( 19 7 3 ) ,  
which is a dialect of Taupota , though most  Maiwara people speak Tawala 
as a second language . Tawala is an Austrones ian language of the 
Taupota family , and thus closely related to Wedau ( see Ezard 1977 , for 
cognate figures ) .  

3 .  Iamalele seems to have a structural class distinct ion s imilar to 
Tawala . The modal prefix v e - ( v e - bwa i k a ' to make b ig ' )  becomes ? i v e ­

in  the progressive aspect , whereas the classificatory prefix v e ­

( ve - b a i y a ' to b e  broken by  a fa Z Zing objec t ' )  become s v e v e - in  the 
progres s ive aspect . 

4 .  Capell  lists ten c lass ificatory prefixes for the Tawala language 
( 19 4 3 :  246f ) . He was aware of the poverty of his data . "The unsatis­
factory nature of this list shows that more study needs to be made in 
Tavara . "  The following prefixes suggested by Capell are changed for 

1176 
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the reasons given . It is pos s ible that my analysis is  skewed in that 
I have worked in a different dialect from Capell . 

( 1 )  a i - is the first person singular referent ( a )  plus progress ive 
aspect of w i - ( cf .  4 . 2 . )  

( 2 )  a m- is a modal prefix ( c f . 4 . 2 . )  

( 3 )  l o u - is a dialect variation of l u - and thus a modal prefix ( c f .  
3 . 1 . 2 . )  

( 4 )  t a - is the first person plural inclus ive referent 

( 5 )  t a i - is a combination of ( 4 )  and progressive aspect of w l - ( c f . 
4 . 2 . )  

( 6 )  t a r a - the verb t a l a  means ' to cu t ' and thus Capell ' s  example is a 
compound verb . 

( 7 )  wo- is a modal prefix ( c f . 3 . 1 . 4 . )  

( 8 ) t awo - is a comb ination of ( 4 )  and ( 7 ) . 

5 .  g u n a - seems to b e  the equivalent of the ' spontaneity prefix ' found 
in the Solomon Islands ( c f .  5 . 3 . 8 . ) .  The comparison is based on 
meaning , they are not cognates ( g u n a - Tawala, t a v a - Bugotu , a - Aros i ) . 

6 .  w i - is  also added to cardinal numbers to form ordinal numbers , but 
these are not included in the paper ( e . g .  l uwaga  ' two ' ,  w l - l uwa g a n a  
' s econd ' )  • 

7 .  In his Grammar Notes , Wakefield ( 1975 ) only ment ions a modal pre­
fix i - .  

i - t a b  ' to cook i t ' ( t a b  ' i t  cooke d ' )  
However , when quest ioned about classificatory prefixes , he immediately 
thought of an example w a s - 'by foo t ' .  

was - t a b l t a b i r  ' to turn o ver and over 
by foo t '  

( t a b i t a b i r  ' to turn over 
and o v e r ' )  
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