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Verbs in Wik-Munkanl can be  divided into two cat egories :  
( 1 )  those whi ch indicate t ense -person and/or whi ch may occur as 
the nucleus of an independent c lause , and ( 2 ) those which do not 
occur as the nucleus of an independent c lause . The purpose of 
this paper is  to  des cribe the ve rbs of the rirst c ategory . With 
a view to using e ach verb type as the nuc leus of c lause types in 
future analy s i s , the verb types are separat ed on external as we l l  
a s  internal c riteri a .  
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There are eight ve rb types : t ransitive , ditrans itive , 
re ciprocal , de siderati ve , intransitive , quotat ive , copulati ve 
and impers onal . Complex t ransitive verb s  are a sub.-type of 
t rans itive ve rbs . Ve rb types contrast by : ( 1 )  the fil lers whi ch 
mani fes t  the s tem -- only rare ly does a fi ller  occur in more than 
one verb type , ( 2 )  the ob ligat ory pre s ence or ob ligat ory ab sence 
of a tense-pers on suffix , ( 3 )  the optional p re sence or ob li gatory 
absence of an obj ect s uffix , ( 4 )  the opt ional presence or obligatory 
absence of a referent-benefact i ve suffix , ( 5 )  the optional presence 
or obligatory absence of a s ource s uffix , and ( 6 )  the ob li gatory 
presence or ob ligat ory absence of a re ciprocal s uffix . 

External ( that i s , not p art of the verb ) criteria used in 
s eparat ing the verb types are : ( 1 )  obli gat ory p resence or obligat ory 
absen ce of a t ransitive s ubj e ct marke r on a noun phrase 2 , ( 2 ) op ­
tional p resence or ob ligat ory absence of an external obj ect , and 
( 3 )  ob ligat ory presence versus obligat ory or optional abs ence of 
a clause-level comp lement . 

1 .  T RANS I T I V E V E RBS  

A t ransitive verb s tem ( see Chart 1 )  is ob ligat ori ly followed 
by a t ense-person suffix , opt ionally followed by either an obj e ct 
s uf fix  or a referent -bene factive s uffix . A referent -benefactive 
s uffix i s  opt i onally fol lowe d by the s ource suffix . The re is an 
opt i onal o ccurrence of an ext e rnal obj ect . There is als o  an 
optiona l o ccurrence of an external subj ect , marked by a t ransitive 
s ubj e ct marker unles s it is a p ronoun . Subj e ct and obj e ct 
pronouns are the s ame with all verb types . With a limi t ed numb er 
of t rans it i ve verbs a complement opti onally co-oc curs with an 
ooj ect . 

1 . 1 .  T r a ns i t i ve S tems  

A transit ive ve rb stem has four types of internal st ructure . 
I t  may cons i s t  of a t ransitive root . E xamp les : 3 m� m to hotd,  
k G t J t o  s e nd, p � : �  to try , m u � k  to eat,  k f : � k  to aoo k ,  
ump t o  out . 

A t ransitive verb s tem may be derived by adding the t rans itive 
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, , \ I Y \ suffix - a t  to an adj ect ive . Example s : m i n a t  to make good, w e ? a r a � 
to widen, to spread, Q 6 �a n a �  to b La cken, to make dirty� 6 ta Q a t  t o  
s horte n .  

A transitive verb stem may b e  derived b y  the addition of the 
transitive suffix -a1 to an intransitive verb root . Example s :  
w�m p a �  to bring, t o  cause t o  come, u k� ! t o  take down, t o  cause to 
g o  down, m 6 ? a �  to run wi th, to cau s e  to g o  quickLy,  e p a n ka ! to bring 
back, to cau s e  to re turn, n j ( : n � � to cau s e  to s i t  down, e ka t  to cau s e  
t o  ris e .  

Reduplicat ion o f  a verb root 1 s  another way in which a stem may 
be derived . When the root is reduplicated a semant ic component o f  

" 4 cont inuat ive act ion is adde d .  Example s :  p i : ? p l : ? a n  he keeps and 
keeps, waw� y � t l n they [ p L . ] 5 kept Losing ( i t ) 5 , we n kwe n k a n  you [ sg . ]  
are Looking and Looking , ka k� l k � l a Q I carried and carried and carried . 

Optionally , the entire verb may b e  reduplicated . Example s :  
k� : ? � t l n k� : ? � t l n they [ p L . ]  p Layed and pLayed with ( i t ) ,  t � Q k a n  t � Q k a n  

w e  [ nons ing . exc L . ] Laughed and Laug hed . 

1 . 2 .  Te n s e - pe rs o n  S u ff i x e s  

A n  ob ligatory tense-person suffix indi cates s imultaneous ly both 
tense and the person-number o f  the subj ect . Most tense-person suffixe s  
have a vowel initially . 

There are ten dist inctions of perso n :  1st  singular , 1st inclusiv e  
dual and plura l ,  1 st exclusive nonsingular, 2nd singular , dual and 
plural , 3rd s ingular , dual and plural . There are four dist inctions 
o f  t ens e-aspect : pre sent , pas t ,  future,  and subj unct ive ( see Chart 2 ) . 
Example s : m 6 Q ka Q/m 6 Q k a Q a n  I a te, m 6 Q kaw you [ d L . ] wi L L  eat,  m 6 Q k l i we 
[ dL inc L ] wou Ld eat, m 6 Q ka n! a n  t h ey [ p L ] are e a ting . 

Verb s in the past tense with a 3rd person singular subj ect have 
a zero suffix and are there fore homophonous with the stem . Examples : 
m UQ k  he ate,  or to eat, 6 w  he found or to find . 

A s e condary stress  distinguishes the 1st and 2nd person future 
tense from the 1st and 2nd person past t ense . Examples : m 6 Q k a Q  I a t e ,  
m 6 Q k a Q  I wi L L  e a t; y 6 m p a n  you [ sg . ]  made, y 6m p a n  you [ sg . ]  wi L L  make . 

The present tense suffix has a range of meanings that includes 
customary and intentional . Example : y6mp a Q I am making, I p Lan to 
make, I 'm in the hab i t  of ma king . 



! 

Chart Z 

BASE FORMS OF WIK-MUNKAN TENSE- PERSON 

Bound Subject Present Past 

1st Incl . 
plural -a n am p  -am p 

dual -ana l -a l 
1st 

singular -al)  -a l) -
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nonsing . excl . , - a n a n  -a n  
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singular , -a n a n  -a n  
plural I -a n l y  -a n 
d u a l I -an l p  -uw  

3rd 
singula r -a n -., 
Plural , I I I b -a n t a n  - I n  - - I Y l n  
dual - a n p � 1 -p � 1 

SUFF IXES 
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-a l 

, a -a I) 
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aIn a few examples  the  1 s t  p e r s on s i ngular past  or fut ure t e n s e -p e r s o n  suffix  i s  -a l o r  -an a l . 
It may b e  that t h i s  form i s  u s e d  t o  add em pha s i s . 

b \ \ \ 
Th i s  variant , - i y i n ,  i s  u s e d  ex clus ively by som e  speaker s ;  s ome  speakers  u s e  only - i n .  

c
Ther e  i s  an a dd i t i onal form - I n ,  wh i c h  i s  perhap s a variant o f  - l y - - I w .  



7 4 6  

The future tense in the 2nd person i s  a l s o  used for the 
impprat ive ,  and in 1 st plural or dual for the hortatory . vfuen used 
as  an imperative , the 2nd person s ingular tense-person suffix ( but 
not the plural or dual tense-person suffix) is  frequently omitted . 
Examples : pey  jump ! or he jumped, pey a n  [ you sg . ]  jump ! or you [ sg . ]  
wi � �  jump, peyaw  [ you d � . ] jump ! or y ou [ d� . ]  wi � �  jump, p e y am p  � e t ' s  
[ p � . i na � . ] jump ! o r  w e  [ p � .  ina � . ] wi � �  jump . 

The subj unct ive suffix has a wide range of meanings , inc luding 
permi s s ivene s s ,  obl igat ion, abil itat ive , and condit ional/re sultant . 

Example s :  m�m l y !a n  they [ p � . ] are a � �owed to touah [ permi s s ivenes s ] ,  

w� n t  i m p  we [p l .  ine Z . ] oug h t  to � eave ( i t )  [ obligat ion] , �� � I n y ou [ sg . ]  
wou �d b e  a b � e  to s e e  [ abi litative] , me : n a � l wl ' "  y 6m p l Y2 (if) you [ d � . ] 
were to s howl ( him ) [ conditional ] . . .  he wou �d make 2 ( i t )  [ resultant ] 6 

When the subj unctive suffix has an additional meaning o f  the 
ac t ion re ferred to being done as a favour the morpheme ka ? alwa�s 
co-occurs with it . In the 3rd person singular , only the form - I n  is 

used . Examples : . . .  k a ?  f : y l y �a n if they [ p l . ]  wou �d g o  a s  a favour, 
y a : n  ka ? t e : ? l n he just  oug h t  to g i v e  a s  a favour . 

The 3rd s ingular sub j unct ive has the following variants : - l y_ l w  
singular , - i y !� n - - i w�� n p lural , - j y p � l - - i wp � l dual . Those with 
/ y /  are the more frequent . Examp les : � t� ) y he wou�d bre ak ( i t ) , 
o e : y l y � a n  they [p � . ] are a � �owed to h e a�, k a l l w p � 1 they [ d� . ]  oug h t  
to t ak e .  

An external subj e ct opt ionally co-occurs with tense-person 

s uffixes . Examples : n ( l l m 6 o k aw2 he l_ 2 wi � �  eat2 , m 60 k aw he wi � �  eat;  
I. , " \ 

p u l l m uO k i y p u l 2 they [ d� ' ] 1_2 o ug h t  t o  e a t2 , m 6 0 k l y p u l  they [ d� . ] 
o ug h t  to e at . 

1 . 3 Obj e c t  S uf f i x e s  

The only obj ect  s uffixes are - an j  �s t person s i ng u �ar and - a n  
3 rd p e rson s i ng u �ar.  Examp les : w �n t aw a n J  y o u  [ d � . ] wi � �  �eave m e ,  
w�n tawan  y ou [ d� . ] wi � �  �e ave him . 

The 2nd s ingular and all nonsingular pers ons are expressed  by 
external obj ect p ronouns or noun phras e s . Examp les : 6wa O l n ( n t a 0 2 
I I wi � �  fin dl y o u  [sg ' ] 2 ' 6waO l � a n a 0 2 II wi � �  fi ndl them [ P � ' ] 2 ' 

In the 1s t and 3rd singular e ither the obj e ct s uffix or an 
external obj e ct pronoun optionally oc curs . Occasionally both occur . 
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Examples : Q em p l na n they [ p t . ] m i ss e d  him, Q em p i nl n 6 n a Q 2 they [ p t . ] l 
m i s s e dl him 2; Q em p l na n j  they [ p t . ] m i s s e d  me,  Q em p i n l Q � n j a Q ; they 
[ p t · ] l m i s s e dl m e 2 · 

When the external obj ect is mani fe sted by a noun phrase , there are 
co-occurrence variat ions . The noun phrase co-oc curs : ( a )  with the 
obj ect suffix . Example : k6 ? 1 6 w p u l a n 2 they [ d t . ] 2 fo und2 [ i t - -suffix ] 2 
the  dog l , ( b ) with the obj ect pronoun . Example : k 6 ? 1 6 wp u I 2 n 6 n a Q 3 
t hey [ dt . ] 2 found2 [ i t- -pronoun] 3 the dog l , ( c )  with neither the obj e ct 
suffix nor the obj ect pronoun . Exampl e :  k6? 1 6wpU I 2  they [ d t . ] 2 found2 
the dog l, ( d )  rarely with both obj ect suffix and obj ect pronoun . 
Example : k 6 ? 1 6 w p U l a n 2 n 6 n a Q 3 they [ d t . ] 2 found2 [ i t - - suffix ] 2 the dog l 
[ i t - -pronoun ] 3 · 

An obj ect suffix does not co-oc cur with a referent -benefac t ive 
suffix . I f  an obj ect and referent -benefact ive are both expres sed as 
pronouns in a c laus e ,  the referent-benefactive oft en oc curs as a 
suffix on the verb , and the obj ect i s  either not expres sed or expres sed 
as  a free pronoun . Example : n 6 n a Q l p 6 Q P U l a r 2  they [ d t . ] 2 washed2 
himl for m e 2 . 

1 . 4 .  R e f e re n t - b e n e fa c t i v e  S u f f i x 

The re ferent -benefactive suffix has a range of meanings including 
referent , benefact ive obj ect , indirect objec t ,  and dest inat ion . As  
with the obj ect suffixes ,  the only referent -benefactive suffixes are 
in the 1 s t  and 3rd person singular . They are : - a r  1 s t  person s ingu tar 
and - a n t  3rd person s i ng u la r .  Example s :  m e : n a l l n a r  they [ p l . ] s howed 
( i t )  to me,  m e : n a � l n a n t  they [p t . ]  s howed ( i t )  to him . 

Either the 1st  or 3rd singular referent-benefac t ive suffix or an 
ext ernal referent-benefac t ive pronoun opt ionally occurs ; rarely both 
occur . Examples : m e : n a � p u l a r they [ d l . ] s howed ( i t )  to m e, m e : n a � p u l i 

Q � � a r2 they [ dt . ] l s howedl ( i t )  to m e2 . 

When the external referent-benefact ive tagmeme is mani fested by 
a pronoun, the re ferent-benefactive suffix does not oc cur . 

When the ext ernal referent-b enefa ct ive tagmeme i s  manifested by 
a noun phrase , there are co-occurrence variat ions . The noun phrase 
co-oc curs : ( a )  with the referent-benefac t ive suffix . Example : 
w� n t J a n t l m e : n a � a n t 2  he 2s howed2 ( i t )  [ to her - - suffix ] 2 to the  womanl , 
( b ) with the referent-benefac tive pronoun . Example : w � n t j a n t l me : n a � 2 
n 6 Q a n t 3 he 2 s howed2 ( i t )  to the womanl [ to her--pronoun ] 3' 
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1 . 5 S o u r c e  S u f f i x  

The source suffix -am  has the meaning o f  sourae from the 
referent or, de trime nta L to the refe re n t . 

This suffix oc curs only when the referent-benefactive suffix i s  
a l s o  present . Examples : 

[ to my de trimen t ] ,  w l kl 
the speeahl from him 2 . 

�e n t j i n a ram they [ p L . ]  hid ( i t) from me 
I) e :  y am p a n tam 2 L e t ' s [ p L  ina L ] 2 hear2 

Occas ionally there is a fusion o f  the sourc e suffix and the 
referent-benefactive suffix . When this oc curs , both semant ic 
component s are inc luded in the morph - a r  1 s t person s ing u Lar, and 
in the morph - a n t  3rd person sing u Lar .  Exampl e :  �en t j l n a n t  
they [ p L . ] hid ( i t )  from him [ to his  de triment ] . 

2 .  C OM P L EX TRANS I T I V E V E R B S  

The complex verb is a sub-type of the 
two ob ligatory stems . The first stem i s  a 

trans itive verb . 
trans it ive verb 

It 
stem 

borrowed from English plus the suffix - 1 m .  T his is cont iguously 
fol lowed by a second stem ,  p6 1) .  The primary meanings of p 6 1)  are 
to thrus t, to spear, to wa s h .  At least one old person uses  p 6 1)  

has 

with the meaning to aat thu s . When,  however , it is  part of the 
complex,  the combined meaning is  that of the first stem . Only the 
suffix - i m is added to the first stem . The se cond stem has the same 
obligatory and opt ional suffix es  as  tho s e  which oc cur with other 
trans itive verb st'ems . Example s :  w f n l m

l 
p 6 1)a l)

2 I2 wonl_ 2, !a n l 
p a y i m 2 p 6 1) i n a r 3 they [ p L ' ] 1_ 3 paid2_3 for m e 3, pam l a l a l) a n 2 a : ka n 3 
ra ke i m 4 p 6 1) 5 that 2 manl raked4_5 the p Laae 3 · 

3 .  D I T RAN S I T I V E  V E RBS  

There are at  least four ditransitive verb stems : wa : ?  t o  
de s ig na t e  a person or thing, � a : ? a : �  to t e l L ,  t o  teaah, a : �  to g iv e ,  
a : � a : � to g iv e  a n d  g ive . 

Ditransitive verbs  are like transitive verb s in that : ( 1 )  the 
tense-person suffixe s  are the same , and ( 2 ) a transitive subj e ct 
marker marks an external subj ect unless  it is a pronoun . 

Ditransitive verbs differ from transitive verbs in that they 
may take two ext ernal obj ects . Examples : m i n l)a a : t a : t ) n wa n t j 3 n 1 n n 2 
a na l)a n 4 they [ p l ' ] 2 were g iving 2 fi s hl ( t o )  tho s e4 wom en3 , pam � 6ml 
l)a �a ram

2 
p f : P 3 wa : ? a n � a n 4 they [ p l ' ] 4 aal l 4 mY 2 hu sbandl 'fa ther ' 3 ' 
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The se cond external obj ect in a clause with � : t  to g i v e ,  � : t a : t  
to g iv e  and g i v e, or �a : ? a : � to te l l , to teaah ( but not w� : ?  to  

designate a person or thing ) ,  has the  same semant ic  component as a 
referent -benefact ive tagmeme but lacks the referent -benefactive marker . 

" " 1 Examples : w i kl i n a n 2 �a : ? a : � a n 3� ampa �4 he 3 i s  teaahing 3 u s  [ p l .  i n a l . ) 4 
this 2 Languag e l · 

Di stransitive verb s also differ from trans itive verbs in that 
referent-benefac tive suffixes and source suffixes do not oc cur , and 
in that obj ect suffix es are rare . Example : w i : 1 1 wa : ? a � a n 2 I2 aa L L 2 
her2 'y oung er s i s ter ' l . 

4 .  R E C I P ROCAL  V E R B S  

A rec iprocal verb has either a trans it ive o r  a ditransitive stem ,  
plus an obligatory reciprocal suffix,  plus a tense-person suffix . 
These are opt ionally fo llowed by a referent-benefactive suffix . 
Reduplication o f  the verb roo t i s  ano ther way in which a reciprocal 
stem may be  derived . 

A rec iprocal verb i s  di fferent from a transit ive and ditrans itive 
verb in ( 1 )  �he ob ligatory presence of a recipro cal suffix , ( 2 ) the 
obligatory ab senc e of an obj ect suffix , and of an external obj ect , 
and ( 3 )  occurrence in nonsingular persons only . 

Tens e-person suffixes have different allomorphs when fo llowing 
a reciprocal suffix than when cont iguous to stems : ( 1 )  except for 

3rd person plural , which has - i n p a s t  and - a y n  fu ture, the past 

tense-person suffix markers are used for both past and future , 
( 2 ) the subj unct ive t ense-person suffixes remain the same,  and 
( 3 )  except for - a y n ,  all tense-person suffixes lose the suffix ­
initial vowel / a / . 

The allomorphs of the reciprocal suffix,  -wu (basi c )  
- -w - - uw  - - 0 , are condit ioned by the t ense-person suffixes 
following them , that i s ,  -wu precedes /m , n ,  1 / , -w precedes / a , i / ,  
- uw precedes / p / , and - e  precedes / u/ . 

Examples are given with the verb stem �a�  to look,  fo llowed by 
-wu reaiproaa L SUffix with one of its four allomorphs , followed by 
the tense-person su ffix . Chart 3 lists  the comb inat ion of the 
reciprocal and the tense-person suffixe s .  

A few examples with -wu allomorph are : � a �w u n a l we [ dL . ] are 
Looking at eaah o t her, �a�wum p we [ p l .  ina L . ] Looked a t  eaah o ther or 
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Chart 3 

WIK -MUNKAN REC I PROCAL PLUS TENSE - PERSON SUF F I XATI ON 

Person : Present Past/Future S.ubjunctive 
! 
, Incl . , 

plural , \ \ -w i m p  : -wu n a m p  -wump  
dual I -wu n a l -wu l -w i I 

Excl .  , 
a nonsing . I -wu n a n  -wu n -w i n  i 

I \ \ \ 

plural , -wu n l y  -wu n  -w i n  ! \ \ 

dual -wu n l p  -uw  -w l w  

plural -wu n 1a n \ ( fut . ) -w l y t a n  -wa y n  " 
\ 

-w i n  (past) 

dual -wu n pu l -uwpu l -w l y p u l  

aData from one inform ant  shows thi s suf f ix a s  -wu n . 

---------------------------------------------- -----------------------------

-.;J 
\J1 
o 
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we [ p Z . inc Z . ] wi Z Z  Zook  a t  each o ther. �� �w u n l y you [ p Z . ] are  Zooking 
a t  each o ther. ���wu n p u l they [ dZ . ]  are Zooking a t  each o ther. 
l �lw u n a n we [ e x c Z . ] are Zoo ki ng a t  e ach other.  1 �lw u n 1 a n  they [p Z . ] 
are l ooki ng a t  each other.  

A few examples with -w allomorph are : �� �w l l we [ dZ . incZ . ]  wou Z d  
Zook a t  each o ther. t� tw l w y o u  [ dl . ] wou l d  Zook a t  each o ther. 
t � t w l y ta n  they [ p Z . � wouZd Zook  a t  each o ther. t� tw l m p  we [ p Z .  incZ . ]  

.... .... '" '" 

wouZd Zook a t  each o t he r. ���wa y n  they [ p Z . ]  wi Z Z  Zook  a t  each o ther . 

Example with - uw  allomorph : �� l uwpu l they [ d Z . ] Zooked a t  each o t h e r  
or t h e y  [ dZ . ] wi Z Z  Zook  a t  e a c h  o ther.  

Exampl e  with -0  allomorph : l � lu W  you [ dZ . ] Zoo ked a t  each o ther 
or· y ou [ dZ . ]  wi Z Z  Zook a t  ea ch o th e r .  

( When preceding the  3rd dual pa st and future tense-person suffixes . 
the recipro cal suffix occasional ly alternates with -wuw . Example : 
1� l uwpu l / 1a 1wuwp u l  they [ d Z . ] Zooked a t  each other or they [ dZ . ] wi Z Z  
Zook  a t  each o t h er . ) 

5 .  D E S I D E RAT I V E  V E R B S  

There are only two desiderat ive verb stems . They are : ( 1 )  k� : Q k 
to Z i ke or wan t - -persons. thing s .  actions.  and ( 2 ) wen � to Z i k e - -persons 
or thing s .  A des iderat ive verb cons ists  o f  the stem only--it takes no 
suffixe s .  It may take an external object  tagmeme . 

In relation to the claus e ,  these verb s could b e  divided into 
subtypes .  A noun phras e  filler of the subj ect is marked by a trans it ive 
subj ect  marker when k a : Q k oc curs but not when wen1  oc curs . There are 
also co-oc currence restrictions as to the fi llers of the external 
obj ect : ( a )  only nouns and pronouns co -oc cur with wen1 . Example : 
n i l l p 6 k2 wen� 3 he l Z i kes 3 chi Zdren2 , (b ) either noun phrases , pronouns , 
or c lause s  may co-oc cur with k� : Q k . Example : p u km a n J l y6 t a Q2 ka : Q k3 
1 6 : 1 4 m 6 Q ka y n5 a Z Z 2 chi Zdrenl Z i ke 3 to drink5 m i Z k4 . 

6 .  I N TRANS I T I V E V E R BS  

An intransit ive verb has a stem obl igatorily followed by a tense­
person suffix , opt ionally followed by a referent-bene fact ive suffix . 
If there i s  a referent-benefac tive s uffix , it may opt ionally b e  
fo llowed by the source suffix . The se suffixes  are the same as tho s e  
whi ch oc cur with a trans it ive stem ( se e  Section 1 . 5 . ) .  

An intransitive verb di ffers from a trans itive verb ( 1 )  by 
the fil ler of the stem,  ( 2 ) by the obligatory ab sence o f  an obj ect 
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suffix , ( 3 )  by the ob ligatory ab sence o f  a n  external obj ect , and 
( 4 )  by the ob ligatory absenc e  of a trans it ive subj ect marker on an 
external subj ect . 

An intransit ive verb stem has three types o f  int ernal structure . 
It may consist  of an intransit ive root . Examples : k G : p to wai t, 
m� t to go up, n J  f :  n to s i t, e k  to g e t  up, w�m p to come,  to arri v e . 

An intransit ive verb stem may be  derived by the addit ion o f  the 
intransit iviser suffix -am to an adj ect ive . Examples : w�yam to g e t  
ba d, t o  de teriora te, o Q kam to g e t  long ,  t o  grow ta l l, t � y a nam t o  
harden, m f : y a l am t o  g e t  we l l .  

As with the trans it ive , ditransitive , and rec ipro cal verb s ,  stems 
may be formed by redupli cat ion o f  the root . Examples : m 6 ?m o ?  to run 
and run, m� tm a t  to go up and up, t a n t� n  to s tand and s tand . 

Tense-person suffixes obligatorily o ccur with intransit ive stems . 
Referent-bene factive and source suffixes optionally oc cur . For a 
more detailed des cription of these suffixe s  see Sect ion 1 . 2 .  Examples : 
mo ? a y n  they [ p l . ]  wi l l  run, m o ? awpu l they [ dl . ]  wi l l  run, m 6 ? l n  they [ p l . ]  
ran, m6 ? a Q I ran, mo ? l n a r  they [ p l . ] ran to me, mo ? l n a n t  they [ p l . ] ran 
to him ,  m6 ? l n a n t am they [ p l . ]  ran from him, mO? J n a r a m  they [p l . ]  ran 
from me [ s ource ] or they [p l . ]  ran [on m e ,  to my de trime n t ] .  

7 .  QUOTA T I V E  V E R B S  

The quotat ive verb stems which have been recorded are : ��w to 
say,  to ta l k, e Q k  to a s k--of que s tions, p e t J  to s hout, and 
redupl icated forms such as : � a � � w  to say and say, to ta l k  and ta l k, 
p e p e t j  to shout  and s hou t .  

The quotat ive stem i s  obligatorily fo llowed b y  a tense-person 
suffix which i s  opt ionally followed by a referent-benefact ive suffix . 
These suffixes are the same as those which oc cur with transit ive 
stems . In the pre sent data there is no example o f  a source suffix 
o c c urring with a quotative stem . 

The quotat ive verbs differ from intransitive verb s in that , 
although the obj e ct suffix i s  ob ligatorily ab sent , an ext ernal obj ect 
is  optionally pre sent . This obj ect  i s  manifested by either a direct 
or an indire ct quotation ,  or by w l k  word, speech or a noun phras e  
with w l k  a s  the head . The noun w l k  and the utterance quoted may 
co-occur . 



Examples : n i l  1 P � t j 2 h e l_2 shouted2, n i n t l � Q k a n a r 2 � 6 : k 3 
wa n t l n 4 you [ sg .  ! 1-2  a s ked2 m e 2 , ' Where 4 ( i s ) the snake 3 ? ' , 
w f kl � aw p u l 2 they [ d � . ] 2 [ words ] l  ta �ked2 · 

8 .  C O P U LAT I V E  V E RB S  
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There are four copul ative verb stems : w� : n  - w� : m  to b e aom e  
6 n t j  to h a v e  a sme � �  of,  i : y  to be- -of persons , w6 n to b e - -o f  p e rsons 

, 
or thing s .  The stem i : y  to be --of persons i s  homophonous with the 

intransitive stem i : y  to go, to trave � on foo t, and w� n to be --of 
persons or thing s  is homophonous with the intransitive stem w6 n to 
� i v e, to � i e  down . 

The copulat ive verb stem is ob ligatorily fol lowed by a t ense­
person suffix--the same as those which occur with transit ive verb s . 
Other suffixes are obligatorily ab sent . 

In relat ion to the claus e ,  the copulative verb s are different 
from a l l  other verb s in that a complement is obligatorily present . 

Examp le s :  �6 k a t ; Yl 6 n t j a Q 2 I2 sme � t2 smokY l '  a : kl i n 2 w i : yw i : y am 3 
w� : n a n 4 this S p �aael  i s  �eaoming 4 different 3' n f l 1 � r p2 w6 n 3 i tl_ 3 
was 3 raw2, n i n t l m � : t j 2 i : y a Q a n 3 you [ sg . �_ 3 are 3 hungrY 2' pam 1 
n f : y a n t 2 f : y a � 3 I3 wi � �  be 3 your2 repre s e n ta t iv e l ·  

9 .  I M P E RS O N A L  V E R B S  

There are perhaps three impersonal verb stems : w� : t j to be s iak, 
to be s ore, w� : t j we : t j  to be very s i a k, to b e  v ery sore, a t  j um p  
t o  beautify . 

An impersonal stem i s  obligatorily fo l lowed by the tens e-person 
suffix . When fo llowing the impersona l  stem , however , the semant ic 
component carried by the suffix i s  for the most part that o f  t ense , 
as only 3rd person oc curs--1n fact in mo st examples  only 3rd person 
singular o ccurs . 

A s  the data are incompletely analysed , a few examples are 
added without more dis cus sion : w� : t j aw l n 6 n a Q 2 he [ obj . form ] 2 wi � �  
b e  siakl,  w� : t j a n l � a n a Q 2 they [ p � . ]  [ obj . form ] 2 are siakl,  k 6 n l 
a n a n 2 w � : t j we : t j a n 3 that [ obj . form ] 2 earl i s  v e ry sore 3, m a ? l 
we : t j awafi j 2 my [ obj . suff . ] 2 handl wi � �  be sore 2, a t j um p awl n u n a Q 2 
( i t )  wi � �  beautifY l her [ obj . form ] 2 p u km a n j l k u l a tj 2 n j f : Q k a n am 3 
� t j um p a n 4 t he new3 dre s s 2 makes 4 the ahi �dl �ook  niae4 . 
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The verb stem k6 h Q a � t o  forg e t  oc curs as both a transit ive s t em 
and as  an impersonal stem .  When a person is forgo tten,  k6h Qa�  
functions a s  a transit ive stem , otherwi se it  func tions as an 
impersonal stem . 

Examples as a transitive stem :  Q� YI k6 h Q a � a Q 2 n6 n a Q 3 I [ subj . 
form ] I_ 2 forg o t2 him [ obj . form ] 3' p u km � n j a Q I k6 n Qa � 2 k a : �k un t j 3 
the  ehi Z dl forg o t2 ( h i s )  mo ther3 . 

Examples as an impersonal stem :  k6n Q a � a QI Q a n j a Q 2 I [ obj . form2 , 
tense -person suff . l ] forg o t l' p am kom P I k 6 n Q a �2 the y oung l manl forg o t2 . 



N O T  E S 

1 .  Wik-Munkan i s  spoken by approximately 5 0 0  people at Aurukun 
on the Gulf s ide of Cape York Peninsula .  There are also speakers 
of a closely related dialect at Edward River Mis sion , south o f  
Aurukun , and inlaid a t  Coen and o n  cattle s tat ions i n  the area . 

The data for this paper were gathered by Marie Godfrey on 
various field trips from 1 9 6 2  to 196 6 ,  under the auspices  of the 
Summer Inst itute of Lingui stics . 

An earlier draft of this paper was written at the Linguistic 
Workshop conducted by the Summer Institute o f  Linguistics  at Bri sb ane , 
December-February , 1966-67 . The final draft was completed in May ,  
1 9 6 8 . The author i s  indebted t o  her colleagues , Eunice Pike , Ve lma 
Leeding and Alan Healey , for their help in analysis  and preparat ion 
of this paper . Thanks are also due to Kenneth Hale for clarifying 
tense distinctions in the early day s o f  analysis . 

2 .  When the term ' noun phrase ' i s  used , it includes demonstratives . 
When the t erm ' pronoun ' is used ,  demonstrat ive s are excluded . 

3 .  The phonemes and word stre s s  used in this paper are those as 
described by Barbara Sayers , ' Intonation, Stre s s , and Emphas is of 
Wik-Munkan ' ( in manus cript ) .  Stop s :  p ,  � ( interdental ) ,  t ,  

t J  ( alveopalatal ) ,  k , ? Nasals : m ,  Q ( interdental ) ,  n ,  n j  

( alveopalatal ) ,  Q . Lateral : 1 .  Vibrant : f .  Semi-vowels : 
r ( retroflexed ) ,  y ,  w .  Vowels : i ,  e ,  a ,  0 ,  u ,  i : ,  e : , a : , 0 : , U : . 
Primary word stre s s : Secondary word s tress : ' 

4 .  Throughout this paper , the 3rd s ingular pronoun ( subj ect : he, 
s he, i t; obj ect : h im, her, i t )  i s  given as ' h e ' and ' him ' in the 
English trans lation o f  the glos s . 
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5 .  The part o f  the glo s s  which is  enc losed in round bracket s ,  
occurs in the English translation but not in Wik-Munkan . The 
part of the gloss which is enclo sed in square brackets oc curs in 

Wik-Munkan but would not oc cur in a free English trans lat ion . 

6 .  The subs cript nUC- 0ers equate  the Wik-Munkan words with the 
corresponding English translation, 
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